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Notice  to  Blair  McClsnaohait,  &c.,  1779. 

Sir, 

A  Committe  of  Coancil  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  sale  of  the 
Ship  General  Oreen,  will,  for  this  pur^se,  meet  at  the  Library 
room  in  the  state  bouse,  to  morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon-* 
at  which  time  and  place  jou  are  requested  to  attend. 

Wednesday,  Nov  3,  1779.* 

B.  McClenachan^  Mat.  Irwine,  Gkorge  Henry,  Capt*  Montgomery. 


Sec'y  Matlack  to  Purchasers  op  Flour,  1779. 


Philad*,  Nov.  3-,  1779. 
Gentlemen : 

Your  letter  of  the  27th  of  October  has  been  read  in  council,  and 
I  am  directed  to  inform  you  in  answer  to  it,  that  the  late  House  of 
Assembly  having  considered  the  subject  were  of  opinion  that  the  salt 
ought  not  to  be  delivered  until  the  flour  should  be  brought  to  the 
city,  which  opinion  corresponds  with  the  Sentiments  of  the  Counoil, 
both  these  bodies  being  apprehensive  of  any  disappointment  on  any 
other  plan. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obed',  bamble  Serv*, 

T.  M.  Sec'y. 

To  Jacob  Weaver,  Jacob  Morgan,  Jacob  Bishop  &  Mich'  Tenden- 
smitb  Commbaioners  for  purchasing  flour  in  Bucks  Co. 


*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  page  156* 
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The  Gombhssionbrs  fob  Salt,  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  Commissioners  for  Salt  had  last  eyeniDg  under  consideration 
the  gnevons  complaints  they  daily  meet  with  from  the  Owners  of 
the  Salt,  in  our  Possession. — ^They  remonstrated  against  ns  severely 
that  they  have  been  compelled  to  give  np  their  Salt,  and  can  get  no 
money  for  it 

We  are  somewhat  affiraid  a  stop  may  happen  to  be  put  to  the  ne- 
cessary supplies  of  Salt  for  want  of  money,  at  least  it  will  render  a 
performance  of  Duty  exceedingdissagreeable. 

Wherefore  we  intreat  your  Excellency  will  please  put  us  in  the 
way  of  procuring  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  (formerly  ask'd  for) 
that  we  may  be  enabled  to  answer  demands  on  us  for  the  salt  al- 
ready procured,  which  would  be  considerable  encouragement  to  do 
our  duty  with  alacrity  and  satisfaction. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed*  hum^*  Serv*, 

»0B»  AITKEN,  Secr'y. 

For  Commissoners. 
Directed. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  Council. 

Philad%  5  Nov.,  1779. 


Petition  ov  Elizabeth  Ferguson  to  Council  1779. 

To  the  Hon^^  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  humble  Bemonstrance  of  Elix^  Ferguson,  of  the  Township  of 
Horsham  Phila',  CouDty  gentlewoman. 

Whereas  your  Petitioner  has  in  two  Petitions  to  the  hon^'*  House 
of  Assembly,  set  forth  many  reasons  which  appeared  to  her  to  be 
good  &  cogent  why  her  Estate  should  not  be  exposed  to  sale,  in  con- 
sequence of  her. Husbands  Right  by  marriage  in  the  Premises;  and 
said  Petitions  are  not  rejected  by  the  Hon''*  House,  and  the  matter 
still  remains  in  a  state  of  Suspence— Your  Petitioner  hambly  hopes, 
the  Hon^^*  Supreme  Executive  Council  will  be  pleased  to  prevent 
the  Agents  of  the  County  aforesaid  putting  up  the  Estate  to  Sale, 
while  the  thing  is  in  this  undetermined  State,  and  in  so  doing  they 
will  greatly  oblige  their  anxious  &  perplexed  Petitioner,  who  as  in 
duty  bound  shall  pray  &o.* 

Grame  Park,  Nov.,  5^  1779. 

*  Set  YoL  YL,  p.  517. 
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Board  op  Wak  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1779. 

War  Office,  Nov.  5^,  1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday.  The  Mili- 
tia at  Fort  Fredrick  were  so  uneasy  &  many  of  them  so  ungovernable 
that  (as  we  received  Information  yesterday  form  Co^  Rawlins,)  those 
who  had  not  of  themselves  left  the  Post  were  sent  Home.  And  as 
it  will  be  difficalt  to  get  a  Militia  Guard  again  &  when  procured  they 
are  not  sufficiently  to  be  depended  upon  on  Ace'  of  their  Inconstancy 
k  Uneasiness  under  anything  like  Discipline,  it  is  in  contcmplatioa 
to  raise  a  Guard  for  that  Post  of  enlisted  Men.  Until  this  is  done 
or  some  Means  taken  to  get  a  constant  Guard  Co^.  Eawlins  desired 
we  would  not  send  on  the  Prisoners.  We  have  wrote  some  time  affo 
to  Gov.  Johnson  proposing  the  Scheme  of  enlisting  Men  which  he 
approves  of  but  says  he  cannot  do  anything  in  it  until  the  Meeting 
of  the  Assembly  which  will  be  this  Month  sometime.  When  we  hear 
of  the  Measures  taken  to  raise  the  Guard  we  will  do  ourselves  the 
Honor  to  inform  you  &  request  the  Militia  agreeable  to  your  Letter. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteemi 

your  very  obed'  Serv**, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
In  Behalf  of  the  Board. 
Directed, 
On  the  Service  of  the  United  States. 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Gbh.  Roberdeau  to  Pres.  Beed  1779. 

Phikdelphia,  Nov.,  10,  1779. 

Sir, 

Permit  me  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  make  my  request  known  to 
the  Honorable  Board  of  your  Presidence,  that  they  would  be  pleased 
this  day  to  order  me  payment  for  the  ten  hundred  pounds  of  lead 
delivered  to  your  order  some  Months  ago.*  The  price  of  that  article 
is  so  enormoQS  that  I  should  blush  to  make  a  demand,  but  my  neces- 
sity keeps  equal  peace  with  the  rapid  depreciation  of  our  money  & 
Jarticularly  as  I  purpose  leaying  this  City  to  morrow,  dependence 
as  been  had  on  the  money  in  Question,  for  my  advances  are  insnp- 
portably  great,  for  my  defected  purpose  of  supplying  lead  to  th# 

.    *  See  Col  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  IW. 
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Continent,  which,  cnliroly  thro  default  of  Congress  in  not  famish- 
ing the  necessary  defences^  has  been  entirely  stoped,  as  the  Hon^^* 
the  Assembly  have  been  informed.  After  the  most  dilligent 
enquiry  I  cannot  find  less  than  six  Dollars  '^  lb.  demanded  for  lead 
by  the  quantity,  a  price  which  M^  Peters  just  now  informed  me^  the 
board  of  War  was  willing  to  give. 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  yon  for  your  Commands 
before  I  leave  Town. 

yours  with  great  respect^  Sir^ 

most  Obd^  &  very  hum*''  serv* 

DANIEL  ROBERDEAU. 

P.  S. — ^I  pray  you  to  excuse  the  indecency  of  the  paper  which  I 
oannot  remedy. 


William  Heath  to  Jonathan  D.  Sbrobant,  1779.) 

Camp,  Peeks^Kill,  Nov'  12, 1779. 

Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  1  Inst  *^r  Mr.  Cardill. 
l<^ot  thinking  myself  fully  authorized  to  give  directions  for  the 
apprehending  and  ordering  to  this  place  the  deserters  mentioned  in 
your  Letter,  and  having  some  doubts  on  my  miud  respecting  them, 
I  laid  the  matter  before  his  Excellency  Genl.  Washington,  and 
among  other  things  represented  to  his  Excellency  "  That  some  time 
in  the  year  1778,  while  I  held  the  command  in  Boston,  Feveral  of 
the  soldiers  under  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  practised  deceptions 
on  the  recruiting  officers  in  and  about  that  place  (Boston)  by  dress- 
ing themselves  in  Sailors  habits  and  otherwise.  Solemnly  protesting 
that  they  had  not  the  least  connexion  with  the  convention  Troops. 
In  the  practice  of  these  arts  many  of  them  enlisted,  received  their 
Bounties,  Cloathing,  arms,  &o.,  and  deserted.  With  respect  to 
Golding  &  OaflfDcy — a  deserter  from  Prospect  Hill  reported  that  he 
apprehended  they  were  in  Boston  as  Spies  &  were  taking  drafts  of 
the  place,  that  one  of  them  (Golding)  nad  been  seen  at  Prospect 
Hill  after  he  deserted  talking  with  a  Captain  England  of  the  47 
Beg*,  to  which  he  ^Golding)  belonged.  On  this,  I  sent  for  them, 
they  were  brought  oefore  me,  appeared  dress'd  like  Gentlemen  of 
Cuhion  &  fortune.  I  interrogated  them  closely,  they  acknowledged 
ta  have  enlisted  in  our  service  and  that  they  had  done  it  from  principle, 
absolutely  denied  ever  having  any  design  of  taking  any  survey  or 
plan  of  the  place  or  works,  and  as  to  Gelding's  venturing  back  to 
the  Hill  after  he  deaerted^  ha  onee  did  it,  but  Cap*  England  had 
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Baeb  a  regard  for  him  that  he  was  assured  he  woald  Dot  injure  him. 
I  ordered  them  to  the  Barracks,  they  deserted  that  night.  I  ordered 
search  to  be  made  for  them  at  Cambridge  and  elsewhere,  but  never 
could  apprehend  them.  Mj  own  opinion  of  them  is  that  they  are 
capable  of  transacting  any  kind  of  intrigue  or  business.  One  of 
them  served  an  apprenticeship  with  a  merchant,  the  other  was  Clerk 
to  an  attorney,  they  are  both  very  sensible  &  write  an  exceeding  good 
hand.  Tbey  enlisted  and  if  I  do  not  mistake  received  their  Bountyi 
Arms  &  Cloathes,  which  they  carried  oflf.  The  question  now  is,  what 
step  shall  be  taken  with  them  &  whether  by  the  Civil  or  Military 
Authority."  His  Ezoellency  has  been  pleased  in  answer  to  the 
foregoing  to  express  himself  as  follows. 

"  On  my  way  to  Pompton  I  was  met  at  Ramapaugh  by  Oolding, 
one  of  the  persons  mentioned  by  you.  He  had  a  pass  from  General 
Hogan,  who  commands  at  Philadelphia,  and  came  up  with  a  reaueat 
that  he  might  be  discharged  from  Col*  Nicola's  Reg'  in  w^  he  is  at 
present  enlisted,  upon  bis  obtaining  a  man  to  serve  in  his  room.  I, 
knowing  nothing  further  respecting  him,  signified  my  approbation 
of  this,  &  he  returned  immediately  to  Philadelphia.  He  says  he 
married  a  Woman  of  some  property  there,  and  produced  deeds  for 
real  Estate,  which  he  has  acquired  in  consequence  of  his  marriage 
and  some  dealings  in  Trade.  I  think  you  had  best  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Sargent  represent  the  above  with  the  anticedent  circumstances  with 
which  you  are  acquainted.  Golding  having  married  and  acquired 
property  will  probably  remain  quietly  with  us,  and  it  will  perhaps 
be  as  well  to  overlook  his  former  enlistment  and  desertion,  and 
recommend  it  to  the  attorney  General,  as  he  is  still  a  person  of  bus* 
piciotts  character,  to  lay  him  under  security  for  hlh  good  behavior.  I 
know  not  what  to  say  respecting  Gaffney.  He  seems  from  yonr 
account  to  know  too  much  for  a  Soldier,  &  the  bringing  him  to  trial 
would  probably  occasion  much  trouble  in  procuring  witnesses.  I 
therefore  think  you  may  as  well  acquaint  Mr.  Sargent  with  hisohar<! 
acter  also,  &  Let  the  Civil  authority  either  confine  him  or  take  8e- . 
oority  as  they  may  judge  proper."  You  will  therefore  take  soeh 
measures  as  you  may  think  proper. 

I  am 

wit*h  great  respect,  Sir, 

.^  your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

W.  HEATH. 

Directed. 
Jonathan  D.  Sergeant^  Esq'. 
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BbSOLUTION  of  AsSBMBLTy  1779. 

In  Qenertl  Assembly,  Nov'  12th,  1779. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Council  on  the  subject 
of  0^^  Irvrin's  Petition  made  their  report,  whereupon 

Besolved,  That  the  whole  matter  be  referred  to  Council. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  Gen^  Assembly. 

Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Boabd  of  War,  1779. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  NovembernSth,  1779. 

Oeat., 

The  inclosed  Return  has  been  made  to  us  with  an  Expectation 
that  the  Offioers  should  draw  the  Benefits  of  tire  Provision  we  have 
made  for  the  Officers  of  the  Line.  But  the  more  liberal  the  Provision 
the  more  necessary  it  is  that  it  should  be  distributed  with  (Economy 
&  Pmdenoe-^We  cannot  think  of  saddling  the  State  with  the  Sup- 
port of  Offioers  who  have  little  more  than  nominal  Commands — but 
at  the  same  Time  are  willins  to  provide  for  them  upon  a  Scale  con- 
iistent  with  the  publick  Service.  If  therefore  the  Men  would  inlist 
for  the  War,  &  the  whole  could  be  thrown  into  one  Company  & 
annexed  to  the  Line  of  the  State  it  would  be  in  our'Power  as  well 
as  Inclination  to  provide  for  them,  &  the  Supernumerary  Officers 
might  be  disposed  of  as  in  other  Cases.  Otherwise  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  leave  them  to  the  publick  at  large. 

I  am  Gent., 

with  due  Resaect, 

your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv., 

J.  REED.* 

*  J.  Beed  was  re-elected  Premdent  Nov.  ll,«and  Wm.  Moore  Yiee  Presi- 
dent.    See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  168. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIYBS  1779L  9 

DSLEGATBS   IN   CoNQBBBS  TO  PbBS.   BeBD,   1779. 

Monday,  Nor.  16th,  1779, 
Sir, 

The  Delegates  of  this  State  hare  the  HoQoor  to  traDsmit  the 
enclosed  Resolation  of  Congress,  &  beg  your  Bxoellenoy  will  be 
pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Hon^  the  supreme  exeontife 
Coancil.     We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  Bespect,* 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedioBt  & 

very  humble  servants, 

JAMES  SEARLE, 
FRED'K  MUHLENBERG, 
WM.  SHIPPEN. 

Direetedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  ^Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Peosilvania. 


Col,  Jacob  Stboud  to  Pbbs.  Bbbjo,  1779. 

Lower  Smithfield,  November  the  16th,  1779. 

Honoured  Gentlemen. 

I  wonce  More  Take  the  liburty  to  trouble  your  honours  with  a 
small  state  of  a  fairs  of  this  battalian  Concerning  the  pay  of  the 
men  that  has  been  in  service.  I  delivered  your  Letter  that  you  sent 
with  me  to  the  pay  master  and  he  told  me  he  would  Come  up  and 

Ky  the  men  in  a  few  days,  but  he  has  delayed.  Som  of  the  Capfe^ 
8  spent  duble  Their  pay  going  from  time  to  time  after  the  pay 
master,  and  Cant  get  the  money,  I  have  Called  on  the  pay  maater 
several  Times  myself  with  som  of  the  pay  Roles,  &  he  still  promieea 
very  fair  that  he  will  Come  up  in  a  short  Time  but  dont,  Some  of 
the  men  has  been  out  in  Service  Last  winter  a  year  agoe  and  Liee 
out  of  theire  money  yet,  and  they -Com  plun  extreemly  of  their  want 
of  their  money  and  of  its  Depresuating  so  much  that  at  the  Time 
they  Get  there  money  they  Cannot  get  one  Bushel  of  wheat  for  their 

*  8m  CoL  Bee.,  VoL.  XIL,  pp.  170, 178,  reeepUon  of  CheYaUtr  De  (* 
Minlstar  Pleoipottntiary. 

1* 


10  PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIYES  1779. 

Two  Months  pay.  I  find  there  is  nothing  gives  the  Malitia  More 
Spirit  than  to  pay  them  as  Soon  as  they  Done  there  Tower  of  Duty 
and  the  Calling  the  fines  as  soon  as  they  are  due  it  gives  the  hrave 
men  that  turn  out  Compleat  Satisfaction,  hut  there  is  som  men 
in  my  Battallion  thinks  tliere  wont  be  any  fines  Demanded  of  them 
for  not  going  into  Service  last  Snmer,  which  I  hope  wont  be  the 
•Oaae  for  if  it  should  it  would  distroy  all  disoiplin  in  the  battallion, 
pmd  if  wee  should  be  a  Larmed  I  shall  not  be  able  to  Command  any 
men  to  venture  there  lives  a  gainst  the  Savage. 

I  am  gentlemen, 

your  very  nmble  serv% 

JACOB  STROUD, 

CoU  of  the  6  K  N.  C.  M. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Gov.  Rodney  op  Del.,  1779. 

PhUad*,  Nov'  16**,  1779. 
Sir, 

The  very  alarming  Prospects  which  present  themselves  to  puhliok 
View  with  Respect  to  supplying  the  Army  with  Provisions  will  I 
trust  make  any  Apology  unnecessary  for  troubling  your  fixcell*  on 
this  Occasion.  Notwithstanding  the  Importunity  of  the  trading 
Interest  in  which  the  Views  of  many  of  the  Farmers  coincide  the 
Sense  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State  has  steadily  been  to  prohibit 
Uie  Exportation  of  Provisions,  &  we  have  on  all  Occasions  exerted 
onrselves  to  have  this  wholesome  Regulation  observed.  I  need  not 
enumerate  the  other  temporary  Expedients  which  have  been  adopted 
ior  the  Reduction  of  Prices  in  which  the  Goodness  of  Intentions  were 
•nffioiently  demonstrated  whatever  Arguments  may  be  offered  against 
them  founded  on  commercial  Wisdom  or  Propriety.  These  being 
removed  or  rather  having  ceased  Prices  have  not  only  increased  very 
rapidly  but  there  is  a  general  Indifference  almost  amounting  to 
Disinclination  to  sell  even  those  Commodities  most  neeessary  for  the 
Army.  The  Commissaries  seem  to  apprehend  that  no  inoonsiderable 
olandeetine  Trade  is  carried  on  in  Provisions  which  mutual  Vigilance 
in  the  three  States  on  the  Delaware  &  Chesapeak  would  do  much  to 
eorreot  We  have  therefore  formM  new  Regulations  added  Penalties 
A  are  resolv'd  to  stop  the  pernicious  Practice  while  the  publick 
Neoessities  continue,  but  unless  yonr  State  concur  with  us,  such  is 
the  powerful  Tone  of  private  Interest  that  we  fear  our  exertions  will 
prove  in  a  great  Degree  ineffectual  for  the  great  Purpose  in  view.  A 
limitation  of  Prices  not  having  been  deemed  proper  in  Maryland 
their  Example  wis  followed  by  this  State,  bat  the  inordinate  Dmtm 
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of  the  Holders  of  Proyisions  soon  ntisod  them  ap  to  saoh  a  Height 
that  we  thoaght  it  best  to  sunpeDd  the  Purchases  of  this  Statel^ 
the  pnblick  Commissary,  which  seemed  the  more  Decessary  aa 
New  Jersey  &  New  York  having  limited  the  Price  of  Wheat  to  20 
Dollars  "^  Bush*  while  our  Com  miss*  were  left  to  give  curr*  Prioea 
reach'd  £15.  We  farther  hop'd  that  an  iDdiffereDce  of  Purchase 
would  give  an  Alarm  favourable  to  the  Reduction  of  Prices  of  thia 
we  cannot  yet  judge,  but  I  beg  Leave  to  assure  your  Exoell^  that 
every  Thing  will  be  done  in  this  State  as  well  to  accomplish  this 
desirable  Purpose  as  to  produce  eflfectual  Supplies  proportional  to 
the  Ability  of  the  State.  Col.  Blaine  whose  Assiduity  in  Business 
is  truly  laudable  having  requested  these  Observations  from  me  as 
supposing  they  might  be  of  some  pnblick  Use  I  could  not  refuse 
him^  &  beg  Leave  to  add  that  I  am  with  much 

Respect  &  Regard.* 


Mb.  Holkbr  to  Prbs.  Rbed^  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Nov  y  16%  1779. 

Sir, 

The  application  made  to  me  by  the  chairman  of  the  honorable  j* 
Committee  of  Congress  for  the  Q.  M.  &  C.  D.  for  the  flour  which 
your  Ezoellency  &  the  assembly  of  pensilvania  have  directed  by  the 
most  generous  and  efficacious  measures  to  be  Collected  for  the  sup- 
ply of  his  Majesty's  Navy  in  america,  being  founded  on  the  urgent 
necessities  of  the  army,  1  am  under  the  obligation  of  requesting  that 
you*  11  please  to  give  your  directions  to  the  Agent  of  the  State  So  as 
he  may  deliver  the  flour  he  may  have  on  hand  appropriated  for  the 
use  above  mentioned.  Col.  Blaine  is  to  lodge  in  M'  Turnbuirs 
hands  the  Value  of  the  flour  he  takes,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  Measures  adopted  on  this  occasion  imagining  that  your 
interference  might  be  deemed  unnecessary  in  this  Instance.  I  have 
taken  the  Lib^ty  of  delivering  M'  Cbakner  an  Order  for  said 
flour  on  M'  TurnbuU,  &  have  notified  my  entire  consent  to  the 
delivery  of  what  he  has  on  hand,  though  I  expect  every  minute  to 
be  called  upon  for  supplies  of  this  kind,  &  though  I  am  informed 
that  the  Ships  now  arrived  in  the  Chesapeak  are  in  great  distress  for 
provisions.  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  approve  of  my  applicatioA 
to  y*  agent  of  the  State  and  that  you'll  be  persuaded  of  the  desure, 
which  Constantly  animates  my  actions,  of  giving  every  SatisfaotioA 

.«  See  CoL  Esq.,  YaL  XIL,  p.  17i. 
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ia  m  J  power  &  of  ackoowledgiDg  joar  Continued  'exertions  to  pro- 
cure Supplies  for  the  Boyal  Navy. 

I  Remain  with  Respect 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  Very 

humble  servant, 

HOLKER. 

Dirteiedf 

His  Exoellency,  Joseph  Reed  President  of  the  State. 


Sbct.  Matlack  to  Col.  A.  Boyd,  1779, 

Philad-.,  Nov  16, 1779. 

By  the  death  of  Jesse  Jordan  the  suit  against  General  Arnold  is 
abated — And,  it  is  become  necessary  that  his  Executors,  or  Admin- 
istrators should  give  orders  to  the  Attorney  Gen*  to  re-commence  the 
suit — If  he  has  not  made  a  will,  nor  any  person  yet  administered  to 
his  estate  Letters  of  Administration  ought  to  be  immediately  taken 
out  by  some  suitable  person  and  orders  sent  by  him  to  the  Attorney 
Qet}  to  proceed  in  the  suit  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  due  for 
'the  waggons  employed  by  him.-— You  will  please  to  take  oare  of  this 
business  &  write  to  me  upon  it  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  am  &c. 

Yours, 

T.  M.  Seo^. 

JHreded. 

To  Col.  A.  Boyd. 


Col.  Lbwxs  Nioola  to  P&bs.  IUbd,  1779. 

<8ir, 

Three  deserters  from  the  Yagers  stationd  atCourtlands  house  near 
kings  bridge  which  place  they  left  the  8^  Instant,  say  that  corps 
jMDsists  of  700  men,  having  reoeived  250  recruits  about  8  weeks 
jinoe.  Desertion  rery  great  from  that  Corps  whose  situation  gives 
4h6m  frequent  opportunities  wbioh  the  troops  o^  the  island  are 
debarred  from.  No  other  troops  are  stationed  out  of  the  Island. 
Kings  bridge  is  not  brekea  dmna  bi^a  dnnr  bridge  is  made  orer 
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one  of  the  arches  which  is  drawn  up  at  night.  The  troops  on  the 
island  are  hutting  themseWes  and  the  Yagers  are  to  winter  in  fori 
Washington.  A  detachment  from  every  reg*  was  ordered  for  embark- 
ation abont  Gweeks  since,  bat  were  not  embarked  when  they  came  off. 
They  did  not  hear  of  any  news  being  arrived  from  Georgia.  Soon  after 
one  of  these  men  left  the  English  be  was  strictly  examined  by  Ool* 
Armand  abont  the  Patroles  sent  out  by  the  English  &  what  roadi 
they  generally  took. 
Permit  me  to  assore  you  that  I  am  with  respect 

Your  excellencies 

most  Obedient  &  Humble  Serr. 

^LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

Novem'  17**,  1779. 

Directed  J  ? 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph^Reed  President  of  State. 


Eph.  Blainb  to  Fbbsibbnt  Rbsb,  1779. 

Philad*,  18  November,  1779. 

May  it  Please  Your  Excellency, 

The  immediate  necessity  I  am  under  for  want  of  Salt  to  answer 
the  public  Demands  induces  me  to  make  application  to  your  Exod- 
lenoy  A  Council,  to  obtain  an  Order  upon  the  Commissioners  for  8to 
or  six  hundred  Bushels  of  what  you  have  in  Store  to  be  either 
replaced  or  paid  for  as  you  may  direct— your  compliance  will  serrt 
the  public  i  greatly  oblige  me. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Exoellencys 

Most  Obed« 

most  Hble  Sery., 

EPH.  BLAINB,  D.  C.  O. 

IHreeUdf 
Hia  EtxceUeney  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  Present 
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Resolution  of  Assbmbly,  1779. 

In  Assembly,  Nov  19th,  1779. 

On  Motion  Resolved,  That  the  above  (inclosed)  Ratification'*'  be 
copied  and  sent  to  the  supremo  Executive  Council,  requesting  that 
honorable  Board  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Government  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  Gen'l  Assembly. 

Indorsed^ 

Resolve  of  Gen'l  Assembly,  Nov  19,  1779.  Boundary  of  Vir- 
ginia.     Read  in  Council,  Nov  24,  1779. 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council. 


Archibald  McClban  to  C.  J.  MoKban,  1779. 

Hon*>«  Sir, 

By  Mr.  Bradford  I  some  Time  past  wrote  to  your  Honour  and 
therein  iuclosed  the  Copy  of  Philip  Shell's  Deposition,  relative  to 
the  too  strongly  suspected  Conduct  of  Robert  Irwin,  of  Hanover 
Town,  late  an  assistant  Quarter  Master  General  of  Purchases,  and 
also  an  Assistant  Commissary  of  Issues  of  that  Place,  and  Charged 
with  the  Sequestration  of  Publick  Stores,  and  the  Appropriation 
thereof  to  his  own  use. 

I  had  at  the  Time  of  the  taking  the  Deposition,  Ordered  my  In- 
formant, (and  he  was  the  Person  who  deposed)  to  take  the  Key  of 
the  remaining  Stores  (As  they  lay  in  an  Out  House  aod  only  rented 
for  that  purpose)  and  keep  it  lest  there  should  be  a  farther  Em- 
bezzlement;— Irwin  upon  being  thus  denied  Access  hath  since  come 
here  and  demanded  a  Copy  of  the  Charges  against  him,  and  which  I 
furnished  him  with.  He  demanded  in  a  sneering  Way  my  Authority 
for  ordering  the  Keys  under  #hich  (as  he  called  it)  his  Property 
was  kept  ?  This  put  me  on  thinking  a  little,  and  as  the  late  Law 
against  Engrossing  was  at  that  Time  in  my  Possession,  and  I  also 

*  Not  found  on  file  and  not  noticed  in  Minutes  of  this  date ;  but  see 
Col.  Reo,  Yol.  XIL,  p.  177— and  proolamatioD,  ib.,  218. 
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bad  it  by  me  at  tbe  Time  wben  I  gave  the  verbal  Order  for  the 
detainiDg  of  tbe  Key,  I  imroodiately  drew  a  Warrant  agreeable  to 
the  16tb  Section  of  the  said  Law  and  bffth  in  Purauance  thereof 
Seiaed  in  the  Stores  Oocupied  by  him  17  Barrels  of  Flour,  being  all 
sow  remaining  there,  and  also  110  Bushels  of  Rye  and  Two  Barrels 
of  Salty  All  of  which  he  confidently  saith  is  his  own  Property,  not- 
withstanding 1  as  verily  believe  the  Whole  to  be  the  Property  of 
the  Continent  committed  to  his  Care,  and  for  which  he  hath  not 
clearly  accounted. — And  as  1  verily  believed  that  the  whole  is 
Continental  Property,  I  was  driven  by  Sheer  Necessity  to  have 
Kecourse  to  tbe  before  recited  Act  of  Assembly  inasmuch  as  he  had 
questioned  my  Authority  for  seizing  the  same.  And  my  design  in 
Recurring  to  that  act  is  only  to  secure  the  Stores  in  a  legal  manner 
until  I  farther  hear  from  your  Honour  or  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  Or  until  some  farther  Order  shall  be  tajcen 
therein,  And  the  same  being  thus  secured,  the  Property  thereof.  Or 
in  what  manner,  and  by  whom,  the  same  was  transferred  to  him 
will  be  the  Subject  of  Future  Enquiry. 

I  Rode  to  the  Place  myself  and  there  called  to  my  Assistance  Col* 
M'Callister  and  Hagle  and  there  by  the  Informer  actually  seized 
the  Whole  agreeable  to  the  Express  words  of  the  Act 

When  this  was  done  Irwin  begged  for  pome  time  to  lay  his  Ac- 
counts before  us  in  Order  to  give  some  Satisfaction  how  he  came 
by  tbe  Stores,  but  confessed  they  had  been  Continental  Property. 
In  this  we  then  indulged  him  and  on  this  Day  he  is  to  shew  his 
Accounts  to  Mess'*  M'Callister  and  Hagle  ('but  this  Step  was  only 
agreed  to  for  the  Sake  of  Indulgence)  we  alledging  that  we  had  no 
Power  to  examine  or  Settle,  or  correct  any  Errors  of  his  Accounts, 
And  as  I  cannot  attend  there  this  Day,  the  Distance  being  near 
Twenty  Miles,  I  have  requested  Mr.  Hagle  to  take  tbe  Stores  into 
more  safe  Custody  and  take  Recognizance  of  Irwin  to  appear  at  the 
next  Sessions. 

From  all  that  hath  hitherto  appeared,  we  seem  fully  of  Opinion 
That  the  Whole  are  publick  Property^  And  therefore  they  do  not 
simply  £ill  under  the  Denomination  of  Engrossing,  but  carry  a 
farther  and  much  worse  Charge,  We  pray  therefore  to  be  indulged 
with  a  Line  or  Two  of  Information  &  farther  Direction  from  your 
Honour,  or  from  the  Council. 

After  begging  your  Honour's  Excuse  for  the  Trouble  which  I 
give  you 

I  zest  your  Honour's 

most  obedient 

Humble*  Servant, 

ARCH*  M'CLEAN. 

P.  S.    I  have.great  Reason  to  believe  that  Irwin  hath  settled  his 

i 
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Aec*  with  the  ParohaBing  Gommissarj  (General  or  with  some  of  his 
Depaties,  but  hath  not  settled  with  the  Gom'^  General  of  lasueB. 

Philip  SwartE^  in  thisX^ael,  eharged  with  being  a  Spy,  and  acting 
•8  aOaide  to  the  British  detachment  who  attacked  the  Militia  at  The 
Crooked  Billet,  Philad*  C*,  A  also  Jehn  Leferer  (alias  MoCaskj,) 
oonfined  for  Treasonable  Praotioes  eommitted  in  Chester  County,  wait 
for  your  Honour's  Orders  for  being  removed  to  the  Respective 
Counties  where  their  Offences  were  Committed.— Inclosed  is  a  Letter 
which  I  rec*  from  Swartz  this  Morning. 

JXreciedf 

The  Honourable  Thomas  McKeaUi  EsquirCi  Chief  Jnstioe  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Favour  of  Col.  Milkr. 


Col.  Rioh*d  MoCalistbb  to  Pbbs.  Besd,  1779. 

m 

Nov.  the  19th,  1779. 
Sir, 

Tour  Ezoellenoies  order  of  the  26th  ultimo  I  dulv  received  on 
die  4th  Instant.  The  Militia  was  to  March  on  the  8th,  it  appeared 
i  Considerable  Number  would  a  Oon  at  that  time,  I  sent  Imeditly 
to  Every  Quarter  k  Gave  the  orders  I  Reo*.  I  wish  to  finde  the 
same  spirit  w^  them  (;he  Next  Call.  I  had  all  the  Arms  put  in 
order  &  am  Sorey  the  Count  Dident  Appear. 

There  is  a  Matter  I  have  long  tho'  of  lay  ins  before  y  Exelency— ^ 
ihat  is  the  arms  taken  this  2  or  8  vearsPast  from  the  Nonasosiators, 
ftnd  appraised  &  sent  out,  Numbers  of  which  never  Returned,  as 
AUso  those  who  tuck  with  them  there  Guns  &  wass  Apraised  accord- 
ing to  law  &  wass  lost  the  law  said  jthey  should  be  paid,  but  hath 
not  P(»nted  out  where  or  by  whom  or  when  thev  are  to  apply — it  hath 
dowered  the  Minds  of  maney,  the  arms  wass  then  appraised  Exceed- 
ing low,  the  People  are  dayly  teasing  me  for  pay — ^I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  What  Ans'  to  Give  the  people  on  this  subjeot^  as  they  all  look 
to  me  for  payment. 

I  should  be  Grately  Obli^ge  by  y'  Exelencies  orders  on  this 
matter  &  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  &  that  with  all  Due  Bespect, 
y  Bxelen  most  obed* 

Humble  Servant, 

B«  M'CAUSTBB. 
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The  Memorial  of  Col.  Moses  Hazbn  to  Oskl.  Wasb- 

nroTOF,  1779, 

To  his  Ezoelleno7  Oeorflo  Washin^n,  Esq^  Oenertl  and  Gom- 
nunder  in  Chief  of  the  Amonoan  Ansji  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 

Hamblj  shewethi 

That  the  Canadian  Regiment  your  Ezoellencj's  Memorialist  hag 
the  Honour  to  Comnand^  was  by  a  Besolntion  of  Congress  of  the 
20th  of  Janaary,  1776,  ordered  to  be  raised  in  Canada  for  one  year 
or  during  the  then  present  Disputes ;  to  oompoee  fonr  Battalions  of 
Two  Hondred  and  Fifty  Men  each,  as  will,  by  said  Besolntion  of 
Congress,  more  fnlly  appear. 

That  Four  Hundred  and  Seventy-seyen  Men  only  were  inlisted 
for  the  Term  of  the  War,  mustered  and  carried  into  Senrice.  The 
Want  of  Money  to  pay  the  Bounty  ordered  preyented  the  Regiment 
from  being  completely  filled  up  at  that  Time,  and  in  that  Country. 

That  a  Fart  of  the  Officers  and  Men  raised  in  Canada  retreated 
with  Genl.  Sullivan's  Army  on  the  17th  of  JunCi  1776,  from  that 
Country ;  and  that  on  the  28'  of  October,  in  the  same  year,  the 
Hon.  Continental  Congress  was  pleased  to  order  that  the  said  Ren- 
ment  should  remain  on  the  Original  Establishment  thereof,  and  be 
recruited  to  its  Original  Complement  in  any  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  as  the  said  Regiment  did  not  belong  to  any  particular  StaiCi 
nor  was  there  any  Additional  Expense  in  the  Mode  of  Officering  the 
same. 

That  by  the  Alacrity  and  great  Attention  of  the  Recruiting  Offi- 
cers, Seven  Hundred  and  Twenty  Men  were  brought  into  the  Field 
on  the  opening  of  the  Campaign  in  the  year  1777. 

That  this  Regiment  has  been  employed  on  hard  Services  in  the 
Course  of  this  Contest ;  a  Part  of  it  was  at  the  Blockade  and  Assault 
of  Quebec ;  the  Regiment  was  with  Genl.  Sulli?an  in  the  Action  of 
Stoten  Island,  of  the  22'  of  August,  1777 ;  at  Brandywine  the  11** 
of  September,  and  Germantown  the  4^^  of  October  following :  In  all 
which  it  has  acquitted  itself  with  Honour,  and  was  at  the  last  men- 
tioned Enoagement  amongst  the  Troops  that  were  rewarded  with 
your  Excellency's  Public  Thanks. 

That  in  the  three  several  last-mentioned  Engagements  were  killed, 
wounded  and  taken  Prisoned  fifteen  Commissioned  Officers  and  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-three  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Private 
Men : — ^That  detach'd  Parties  from  this  Regiment  have  frequently 
been  in  warm  Skirmishes  with  the  Enemy,  which  have  been  con- 
ducted to  the  Honour  of  the  Officer  who  commanded,  tho'  attended 
with  the  Loss  of  many  brave  Men. 

That  on  the  4th  of  November,  1778,  the  Hon.  Continental  Con- 
gress was  pleased  to  order  that  the  said  Regiment  should  remain  on 
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its  Original  EBtablishment,  and  that  no  new  Appointments  or  Pro- 
-aotions  of  Officers  be  made  therein,  nntil  further  Orders  of  Congress. 

That  on  the  15^  of  March,  1779,  the  Hon.  Continental  Congress 
was  pleased  to  order  Re  tarns  to  be  made  of  this  Regiment,  and 
others,  setting  forth  the  different  States  in  which  the  Officers  were 
raised,  or  the  Non-commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  recruited,  and 
that  the  said  States  should  have  Credit  for  the  Officers  and  Men  so 
raised  or  recruited,  as  a  Part  of  their  Quotas  to  be  kept  up  in  the 
Field.  This  Resolution  it  is  presumed  was  entered  into  as  well  to 
do  Justice  to  the  seyeral  States,  in  Point  of  raising  their  several 
Quotas  of  Men,  as  to  leave  it  in  their  Power  to  take  Care  of  and 
teward  the  Officers  and  Men  in  the  same  Manner  as  they  might 
their  own  State  Battalions,  which  however  just  the  Intention  it  can 
never  affect  this  Regiment,  so  as  to  do  it  Justice  in  every  Part 
thereof;  for  as  the  Officers  are  raised  and  the  Regiment  recruited 
from  North  Carolina  to  Canada,  it  is  impossible  that  the  Officers  and 
Men  should  have  the  Benefit  of  the  several  and  respective  State 
Stores,  to  which  it  seems  it  was  intended  they  should  have  a  Right 
to  in  common  with  their  own  Troops ;  nor  have  they  ever  received 
a  Farthing  value  from  any  one  State  before  or  since  that  Resolution 
took  Place ;  on  the  other  Hand,  sixteen  Officers  and  One  Hundred 
and  eleven  Non-oommissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  are  returned 
Volunteers  from  Canada,  and  otherwise  belonging  to  no  one  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States,  consequently  no  Kind  of  Provision  is  or  has 
been  attempted  to  be  made  for  them :  However  hard  their  Case, 
their  Services  are  deserving  of  Notice :  That  the  Canadian  Soldiers 
are  not  inferior  to  any  in  the  Regiment,  in  Point  of  Morality, 
Bravery,  or  Attachment  to  the  Cause  and  Service  in  which  they  are 
engaged ;  a  Proof  of  which,  one  Canadian  only  has  deserted  since 
the  Regiment  retreated  out  of  Canada  :  Nine  different  Detachments 
were  sent  into  that  Country  the  last  Summer  for  Intelligence,  and 
the  greater  t^Part  of  the  other  Canadians  within  Sight  of  and  not 
more  than 'one  Days  march  of  their  own  Country,  Families,  Friends, 
Connections  and  Estates. — Four  Hundred  and  Seventy-one  Non- 
oommissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  are  now  on  the  Muster  Rolls 
and  Returns ,  Four  hundred  and  Sixty  of  which  are  inlisted  during 
the  War,  on  Twenty  Dollars  Bounty  only ;  not  a  Man  has  ever  re- 
ceived either  a  Town  or  State  Bounty  to  the  Knowledge  of  your 
Memorialist. 

That  neither  Officer  or  Soldier  in  the  Regiment  has  ever  re- 
oeived  a  Farthing's  Value  of  Cloathing,  or  other  Supplies  whatever, 
oat  of  any  State  or  Continental  Store,  otherwise  than  a  Dividend  of 
coarse  Clothes,  with  the  other  Troops  at  Hartford,  by  Order  of 
QenL  Gates,  the  whole  of  which  did  not  compose  an  Ai>sortment 
that  would  have  made  up  'one  Regimental  Coat :  That  under  the 
present  Hardships,  and  many  Difficulties  herein  enumerated,  it  is 
-impossible  to  expect  this  Regiment  can  continue  in  the  service 
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vnleM  some  proper  Proviaioii  of  Gloathiog  for  tbe  Officers  and 
Snppliee  for  tnea  asd  the  Men,  may,  hy  some  Means  or  other^  be 
obtained   so  as  to  leave  this  Regiment  on  a  footing  witb  the  Army. 

Yoor  Memorialist  has  the  Pleasure  to  assure  your  Excellencyi 
That  notwithstanding  the  different  States,  Countries  and  Nations 
from  whicb  this  Regiment  has  been  raised,  yet  a  perfect  Harmony 
and  a  general  Unanimity  has  always  subsisted  amongst  the  Offi- 
cers as  well  as  a  most  passive  obedience  cultivated  among  the 
Soldiers: — and  further,  your  Memorialist  begs  Leave  to  assara 
your  Excellency,  that  he  should  not  do  Justice  to  the  Regiment,  if 
he  did  not  add  on  this  Occasion,  that  he  has  the  Honour  to  command 
as  good  a  Corps  as  any  in  the  American  Army.  It  is  hoped  and 
really  wished  that  the  Period  may  not  be  far  off  when  this  Regiment 
may  be  adopted  by  their  own — a  fourteenth  State  in  America. — 
Your  Memorialist  therefore  humbly  prays  your  Excellency  will 
please  to  take  the  Case  of  this  Regiment  into  Consideration,  and 
direct  or  recommend  to  Congress  a  remedy  by  which  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  may  be  on  a  footing  with  the  Army. 

That  in  Point  of  Clothing  and  Supplies  for  the  Regiment  your 
Memorialist  begs  Leave  to  propose.  That  the  Commanding  Offioer, 
Paymaster,  or  some  other  Person,  may  be  empowered  to  purchas0 
such  Articles  of  Clothing  and  Supplies,  or  Refreshments  as  are  or 
may  be  famished  to  the  other  Troops,  and  in  like  Proportion,  and 
that  they  may  be  issued  out  or  delivered  to  the  Officers  and  Men  in 
the  same  Manner  as  have  been,  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  to 
other  Continental  Troofys,  at  the  same  or  like  Discounts  ;^that  the 
Extra  Prices  and  Amount  of  all  such  Clothing  and  Supplies  may  be 
.  paid  from  Time  to  Time  from  the  Military  Chest; — that  a  particular 
Aooonnt  may  be  kept  of  all  such  Issues  or  Deliveries,  and  rendered 
to  such  Persons,  and  as  often,  as  may  be  directed,  in  order  that  the 
Amount  of  the  Extra  Cost  of  all  such  Goods  so  delivered  may  be  bf 
the  Public  a  Charge  against  the  several  and  respective  States^  a0 
issued  to  the  Officers  and  Men  which  they  have  Credit  for  in  their 
several  and  respective  Quotas ;  and  that  such  a  Part  as  may  be 
issued  and  delivered  to  the  Canadian  Volunteers  be  a  Charge  against 
the  Public  at  large  until  a  final  Settlement,  which  appears  to  your 
Memorialist  the  only  Method  by  which  common  Justice  may  be 
done  to  the  whole,  and  that  all  the  Soldiers  of  the  Regiment  may 
be  served  at  one  and  the  same  Time  with  such  Refreshment  as  may 
be  allowed  them,  whicb  will  naturally  tend  to  Quiet  the  Minds  of 
the  Soldiers,  and  promote  Harmony  in  the  Regiment ;  for  Soldiers 
who  serve  together  ought  to  serve  on  one  and  the  same  footing ;  any 
Thing  to  the  contrary  has  been  found  by  Experience  to  be  Subve^ 
sive  of  that  good  Order  and  Military  Discipline  which  ought  to  be 
preserved ;  for  these  Reasons,  your  Excellency's  Memorialist  was 
obliged  to  stop,  by  the  Advice  of  the  Officers  of  the  Regiment, 
four  Moatha  Pay  to  the  Officers  raised  and  Soldiers  inlisted  from 
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OonneotioQi,  and  bj  the  Legislative  Body  of  that  State  ordered  to 
he  paid  to  thenii  w hioh  xemaios  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Paymaster. 
Your  Ezoellene/s  Memorialist  will;  as  in 

Duty  bound,  ever  pray, 

MOSES  HAZEN  * 
Camp,  Peeks-Kill^ ) 
NoY  30th,  1779.        J 

Copy. 


CiROULAB  OF  Congress,  1779. 

(Circular.) 

Secretary's  Office,  Not*  20'S  1779. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  yon  a  duplicate  of  an  act  of 
Congress  passed  the  16^  March,  1778,f  the  utility  of  which  is 
apparent :  And  as  it  may  be  proper  and  necessary  that  you  should 
be  informed  of  the  seyend  sets  and  proceedings  of  Congress,  I  have 
herewith  sent  you  a  copy  of  their  Journal  from  the  first  of  January 
last,  and  shall  continue  to  send  you,  from  time  to  time,  their  weekly 
publications.  On  the  other  hand,  as  a  communication  of  your  acts 
nay  be  advantageous,  and  lodging  them  in  this  office  for  the  infor- 
Biation  of  the  delegates  of  the  other  States,  beneficial  to  the  union, 
and  tend  to  facilitate  the  transmitting  to  posterity  the  rise  and  pro- 
gress of  these  infant  States,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to 
transmit  to  this  office  a  copy  of  the  constitution  or  form  of  government 
adopted  by  your  State  upon  the  declaration  of  Independence,  and  of 
all  the  public  acts  passed  by  your  Legislature  since  that  period.  If 
you  can  add  any  pamphlets  or  documents  relative  to  the  controversy 
and  revolution,  they  shall  be  carefully  deposited  and  preserved,  and 
thereby  you  may  do  an  acceptable  service  to  your  posterity,  and 
oblige.  Sir, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 
Directed. 

(On  public  service.) 

Hb  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

Adanement. 

Bead  in  Council  Deo"  8, 1779. 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

♦  S^e  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  215. 

t  See  Col.  Rm.,  YoL  JUL,  p.  188,— also,  ArehirM,  VoL  VL,  p.  865, 
261  of  YoL  YIL 
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Thomas  Painx  to  Coukoxl,  1779. 

In  Asaemblj,  Nov  20**,  1779. 
On  Motion,  Resolved,  That  the  resoIaticlL  of  this  House  of  the 
18'^  Instant,  on  the  proposition  to  be  made  to  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut respeoting  the  Claims  of  the  two  States  to  the  land  in  dispate, 
be  copied  and  sent  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun^i  requesting 
that  Hon^>*  Board  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Qovemment  of 
Connecticut.*    - 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 
THOMAS  PAINE, 

Clerk  of  the  Oenend  Assemblj. 

Directed. 

^  His  Ezcellcnoji  Joseph  JEleedi  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezeoo- 
tive  Council. 
lufforicti. 
Bead  in  Council  Nov'  24^  1779. 

T.  M.,  Sec'y, 


CoL«  Daniel  Bbodhbad  to  Abohibalb  Steel,  1779. 

Head  Quarters, 

Pittsburgh,  Nov'  22«,  1779. 
Sir, 

It  appearing  to  me  to  be  indispensibly  necessarv  that  a  Number 
of  Troops  should  bo  thrown  into  the  house  where  Ldward  Ward  and 
Thomas  Smallman,  Esq'*,  at  present  dwell,  to  assist  in  defence  o.f 
this  post  should  an  attack  be  made  upon  it  by  the  Enemy,  and  as  it 
will  doubtless  be  disagreeable  to  them  to  continue  in  the  house, 
where  a  sufficient  number  of  soldiers  are  quartered  for  its  defence  y 
you  will  please  to  give  them  notice  to  provide  other  quarters  if  ther 
think  proper,  on  four  days  notice — I  have  already  offered  them  ta 
rooms  which  I  occupy,  and  you  may  assure  them  they  are  still  wel- 
come to  remove  into  them  if  they  cannot  otherwise  be  accommodated 

i)ANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Col*  Command'g  W.  D*. 
To  Archb'  Steel,  Esq.,  D.  Q.  M.  Q. 

Head  Quarters, 

Pitteburgh,  Nov.  24%  1779. 
The  Maryland  Corps  is  to  be  stationed  in  the  house  occupied  bj 
Edward  Ward  and  Tho*  Smallman,  ^'';  ^^^  ^^^  defence  of  the 
Garrison. 
A  true  Copy. 
Jo*  L.  Finley,  M.  B. 

*  Not  found— See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  page  177. 

Vol.  VIII.-2 
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Col.  Daniel  Brodhbad,  to   Prbs.  Reed,  1779. 

Pittsburgh  Nov.,  22«,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Delaware  Chiefs  came  here  a  few  days  ago  and  intend  to  wait 
upon  Oongresa  to  oomplain  of  their  failure  of  a  promise  that  thcj 
would  supply  the  Indians  with  goods  but  as  I  know  their  Joixmey 
would  require  an  Escort  &  otherwise  be  attended  with  mush  Expence, 
I  prevailed  on  them  to  put  it  off  until  Spring.  The  poor  wretches 
are  quite  destitute  of  Oloathtng  and  unless  some  speedy  supply  is 
afforded  them  they  will  of.necessity  be  compelled  to  join  the  Enemy 
on  any  terms  or  perish.  They  inform  me  that  the  Enemy  at  Detroit 
have  refused  to  supply  the  Wyandots  with  Clothing  because  they 
h^ve  entered  into  a  treaty  of  amity  with  us  and  that  the  Chiefs  of 
that  Nation  will  soon  be  here  to  see  if  we  can  furnish  them.  I  shall 
be  much  troubled  with  them  as  well  as  the  Delawares  and  I  sincerely 
wish  their  wants  could  be  relieved  by  the  public  especially  as  no 
loss  oould  accrue  where  peltry  is  taken  in  Exchange  for  the  Goods. 
The  Delawares  make  great  promises  of  joining  me  on  a  future  Ex. 
pcditioa  and  its  highly  probable  I  shall  put  them  to  the  test  before 
Spring. 

The  different  staff  departments  here  are  out  of  money  and  of  Cred- 
it and  if  they  are  not  suddenly  supplied  I  shall  dread  the  consequen- 
oes. 

My  next  Letter  to  you  will  probably  be  wrote  at  a  great  distance 
fh>m  hero.  I  expect  to  strike  at  ^he  root  of  the  Evil  to  this  fron- 
tier before  Spring  and  then  will  promise  myself  the  Happiiiess  to 
i&e  you  and  the  other  Gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  the  Honor  to 
be  acquainted. 

Give  me  leave  to  beg  vou  will  present  my  very  respectful!  Com- 
pliments to  Co*.  John  Bayard.  I  requested  Co*  Stephen  to  write 
to  him  but  he  shook  his  Head  I  fear  he  thinks  his  Cousin  has  been 
eaireless  about  keeping  up  his  correspondence. 

With  the  most  perfect  regard  and  esteem 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellencies  most 

obed'  hum**«  Serv', 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Direciedf 
His  Excellency  Jos.  Seed  Esq. 
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Col  Matthew  Smith  to  Prbs.  Rkkd,  1779. 

Sir, 

I  IwTe  Jofll  Betorn^  from  Northumberland  Conntj  and  am  in 
Good  health,  I  hope  to  be  at  Phil*  in  two  weeks  or  less,  nothing  late^ 
]j  haa  happened  in  that  Qoarterf  abont  8  Weeks  Past  a  Certain 
James  Clark  was  killed  &  Soalped,  it  is  a  Matter  of  Doubt  whether 
it  was  Done  by  Indians— it  is  mj  oppinion  it  was  not,  as  Numbera 
of  hunters  have  been  out,  a  Oreat  waj  up  both  Branohos  and  not  the 
least  sign  or  trace  of  Indians  since  Gen.  Sullivan  &  the  armv  Be* 
turned.  Capt",  John  Harris  will  Deliver  this,  he  means  to  Applj  for 
the  Prothonotary  office  of  that  County,  as  bis  Brother  is  Seated  in 
Baltimore  &  means  to  continue  there,  the  People  Complain  it  has  not 
been  Conducted,  for  the  Good  of  the  County  in  that  family^  he  ap* 
ply'  to  me  to  Write  with  him,  I  wrote  whajt  I  Believe  will  be  found 
to  be  &ct8,  if  it  is  ameable  to  Council  to  Give  the  Commission^  I 
have  not  the  least  objection — as  my  Acquaintance  with  the  family 
is  long  &  intimate  and  I  am  Clear  he  is  Capable  to  Do  the  Duty  d^ 
that  office. 

I  am  with  the  Greatest  Regard  your  Most 

Obed*  and  very  hum*l»  Serv*. 

Paxtang  Nov.  24  1779.  MATT>  SMITH. 

Directed 
His  Excellency  Jc  Reed  Esq.  Pres*  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Favoure'  by  Capt*  Harris. 


Secy.  Matlace  to  William  Rowan,  Sheriff,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  25, 1779. 
Sir, 

Enclosed  is  a  warrant  for  the  Execution  of  the  sentence  of  the  0)urt 
of  your  county  on  James  Boyd,  Henry  Trout;  Nath.  Patton,  George 
Flitzer  and  Thomas  Peadly — Also  a  reprieve  for  the  said  George 
Fliixer  and  a  pardon  tor  Thomas  Peadly. 

The  further  determination  of  the  Council  respecting  Flitser  will 
be  communicated  to  you  in  due  time ;  but  it  will  be  prudent  in  yoa 
not  to  execute  the  said  Flitzer,  even  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
of  his  reprieve,  unless  you  hear  from  them. — I  give  you  this  preoau^ 
tion  in  so  vejy  important  an  atfair,  lest  a  pardon  may  happen  to  \m 
delayed  by  some  unavoidable,  or  unforseen  accident 

I  am  with  due  respect, 

Your  very  humble  Servant 

T.  M.,Secy.* 

William  Rowan  Esq,  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Tork. 


SoeCoL  Ecc.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  178. 
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Frxs.  Rbbd/to  CoiCMissiONjsKS  70&  P&OGUBiNa  Salt^  1779. 


Pa  Nov.  26«%  1779. 

This  beine  the  Day  appointed  for  the  Redeliverj  of  the  Salt  remaio- 
ing  oil  Hand  to  the  several  Owners,  the  Coancil  request  it  may  be 
done  in  Proportion  to  the  Qaantities  delivered  yon.  And  that  you 
will  endeavour  to  procure  an  Ace*,  of  the  Charges  &  Expenses  of  all 
kind  attending  the  service,  which  you  will  also  send  to  M'.  Turn- 
Bull  in  order  that  he  maybe  enabled  to  fix  the  Price  of  the  Flour  re- 
edved  for  public  Use. 

I  am  also  to  convey  to  you  (and  I  do  it  with  great  Satisfaction) 
^  thanks,  of  the  Council  for  your  Care,  Attention  &  Service  in 
this  Business. — When  the  love  of  our  Country  &  Zeal  for  its  In- 
terests seems  almost  extinguished  by  Selfish  Pursuits  &  inordinate 
Thirst  of  private  Gain,  it  cannot  but  give  great  Pleasure  to  a  con- 
iSderate  Mind  to  find  that  in  a  public  exigence  we  have  Resources  in 
the  Virtue  &  Spirit  of  our  Citizens  which  our  Enemies  have  vainly 
hoped  would  never  be  found  again, 

I  am  Oen**  with  much 

Regard  &  Estcemi 

Your  Obedt  Hbble. 

Indonementf 

To  CommUsioners  for  procuring  Salt  in  the  City  &  Liberties  of 
P». 


Capt.  Jno,  Paul  Schott  to  Council,  1779. 

The  Honourable  Council. 
Gentlemen  I 

I  am  a  Hessian  Bom,  by  Inclination,  as  well  as  duty  bound  an 
American  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  a  Capt*  in  the  Continental  Army 
ever  since  the  6*^  day  of  November  1776.  I  had  the  Misfortune  to 
h^  taken  Prisoner  on  the  26^  of  June  1777^  in  the  Battle  of  Short 
Hills^  where  I  suffsr'd  the  greatest  Cruelty  man  ooud  Suffer.  I  was 
struck,  kick'd  abused  and  almost  perished  for  Hunger;  At  that 
time  I  was  offer'd  one  thousand  pounds  and  a  Majority  in  the 
Enemj's  New  Levies,  but  I  despisca  their  offer,  and  was  determined 
to  suffer  death  before  I  would  betray  the  Cause  I  was  Engaged  in, 
Reljine  on  the  Country's  Generosity  to  Reward  me  for  my  Grievan- 
es.     When  I  was  Exchanged  I  got  the  Command  of  that  Corps  I 
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now  Command.  I  made  frequent  application  to  the  Honourable 
Board  of  War,  to  grant  me  the  Rank  of  a  M^or,  and  liberty  to 
Inlist  Men  and  rai^e  that  Corps  again  to  its  former  Strength,  bj 
whieb  I  thought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  take  satisfaction  of  the 
Enemy  in  an  Honourable  way,  for  the  111  usage  I  received  when  a 
prisoner,  which  I  would  have  done,  or  died  in  the  attempt,  but  was 
always  refused,  having  had  no  opportunity  to  Distinguish  myself  I 
was  even  left  out  of  the  Arrangement  of  the  Line  with  the  rest  of 
the  offiecra  in  this  Corps.  I  still  thought  that  I  was  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  provision  made  by  your  Honours,  for  the  Officers  and 
Soldien  in  the  line,  but  Sending  Capt"  Selin  to  your  HonourB  lately 
with  a  Return  of  the  State  of  the  Corps,  you  was  plcas'd  to  write 
the  following  to  the  Honourable  Board  of  War.  That  the  mora 
liberal  the  provision,  the  more  necessary  it  was,  that  it  should  be 
Distributed  with  oeconomy  and  prudence.  That  your  Honourp 
eould  not  think  of  Settling  the  States  with  the  Support  of  officen 
who  had  bat  little  more  than  noAinal  Commands,  but  at  the  same 
time  thai  you  was  willing  to  'provide  for  us  on  a  Scale  consisting 
with  the  public  Service,  if  therefore  the  Men  cond  be  Inlisted  for 
the  War,  and  all  oou'd  be  thrown  into  one  Company  and  annexed 
to  the  line  of  the  State,  that  you  was  then  Inclined  to  provide  for 
us,  and  the  Supernumerary  Officen  be  disposed  of  as  in  other  Cases, 
or  be  left  to  the  pnblick  at  large,  As  for  my  own  part  I  ajpply  to 
the  Honourable  Major  General  Sullivan,  B'  Qeneral  Hand,  Maxwell 
and  othera,  tinder  whose  Command  I  had  the  Honour  to  serve,  that 
I  always  bad  more  than  Nominal  Command  but  leaving  it  Intirely 
to  your  Hononra  Judgment  to  Dispose  of  the  Corps  as  you  think 
proper,  and  a  fiivonnble  Line  from  you  will  for  ever  Oblige. 

Your  Honomrs  Most  Obedient 

and  Most  Humble  Serv% 

JOHN  P.  SCHOTT,  Cap*. 

,  Wyoming,  Nov  26*S  1779. 
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Col.  B.  Flower  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1779. 

Phila*.  26  Nor,  1779. 
HIb  BzoelleDcj  Joseph  Reed  Esq'. 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  have  for  some  time  past  forborne  troubleing  yonr  Excellency, 
l)eing  unwilling  to  take  up  your  time  from  more  important  matters ; 
bat  now  find  it  neceasary,  embolden'd  by  your  known  Benevolence 
and  my  own  experience  of  your  kind  attention  towards  me  in  former 
Instances ;  I  hope  will  plead  my  ezonse  for  the  present  intrusion, 
while  I  Relate  a  few  facts  Relative  to  the  Reg*  of  Artillery  and 
Artificers  which  I  have  the  honor  of  Commanding. 

On  the  2*  October  last^  I  presented  to  the  don*  House  of  AsseoT- 
bly,  a  Memorial,  praying  to  have  my  Reg^  taken  in  as  part  of  the 
Quotas  of  the  Troops  of  the  State  of  rensylvania,  agreeable  to 
Resolve  of  the  Hon*  Congress  of  15'^  March  last.  Copies  of  which 
I  have  inclosed  for  your  Excellency's  perusal,  and  beg  leave  to 
Refer  you  to  the  bearer  Migor  Gortelowe  for  further  information 
Relative  to  our  Claims. 

On  seeing  the  Act  of  Assembly  Relating  to  the  Pensylvania 
Troops — again  publish'd  for  consideration  in  the  Packet  of  yester- 
day— ^by  which  I  observe  my  Reg*  is  still  excluded,  owing  I  presume 
to  my  Memorials  not  being  produced  and  Read  a  second  time— or 
that  the  Hon^  House  have  thought  proper  to  Refer  the  matter  to 
jour  Excellency,  And  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State 
as  by  the  last  paragraph  in  said  Act  in  consequence  thereof,  I  beg 

further 

all 

Health 

pr^ents  my  haveing  the  Honor  of  waiting  on  you  in  person.  It 
would  take  up  too  much  of  your  Excellency's  time  to  enumerate 
Circumstances  that  justify  our  Claim — Suffice  it  to  say^-that  this 
part  of  my  Reg*  enumerated  in  the  Rolls  produced — were  all  raised 
m  this  State  three  years  ago  (by  order  of  his  Excellency  Gen* 
Washington)  except  the  Recruits  since,  at  the  expence  of  the  United 
States,  who  have  paid  and  Cloathd  them  ever  since,  and  they  <*  are 
allowed  by  Congress  the  same  Bounty,  Cloathing  and  every  other 
benefit  allowed  to  the  Continental  Artillery,  the  Officers  the  same 
pay  as  other  officers  of  eaqual  Rank  in  the  Continental  Artillery  " 
and  have  been  taught  to  expect  all  other  benefits  allowed  to  other 
Troops  Rais'd  in  this  State,  therefore  hope  we  shall  not  be  excluded, 
that  part  of  my  Reg*  stationed  at  Springfield  in  New  England  in 
Masachusets  Bay  enjoy  all  the  benefits  allowed  by  that  State  to 
their  other  Troops — the  useful Incss  of  this  Corps  is  too  well  Known 
to  Require  any  thing  to  be  said  in  their  favor  here. 

*  See  page  249  of  Vol.  V IL  f  See  helow. 
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I  fball  rest  aflsared  joor  Exoellenoy  will  do  xm  eytrj  Jastiee 
And  lui?e  the  Honor 

fo  be  ytm  most  Obed* 

Very  Hnm^  Serv*, 

BENJ.  FLOWER,  CoK 

Artili^  &  Artificers. 

His  Ezoellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  President  of  the  Sapreem 
EzecntiYe  Coonoil  Ao,,  &c.|  lYes^ 

CoL  B.  Flower. 


Mbmorial  of  B.  Floweb  to  Assbmblt,  1779. 

To  the  Hononble  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pensilvania  in  General  Assembly — the  Memorial 
of  Benjamin  Flower,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  Artifioen 

— HnmUy  shewetb, 

That,  on  the  15^  March  last,  the  Hon*  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  Resolved,  that  the  Officers,  non  commissioned,  and  Soldiers, 
belonging  to  the  Corps  of  Light  Dragoons,  Artillery  and  Infantry^ 
and  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers,  commissioned  and  Inlisted  for 
three  Years,  or  daring  the  War,  not  being  part  of  the  eighty-eight 
Battalions  originally  apportioned  for  the  States,  should  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  quotas  of  the  several  States  to  which  they  did  or  should 
belong  as  commissioned  or  inlisted,  and  credited  accordingly.—- 
That  yonr  memorialist  is  informed  the  purpose  of  the  resolve  was  to 
procure  to  the  corps  above  mentioned,  the  particular  allowance  of 
Cloathing,  refreshments  and  all  other  benefits  given,  6r  which  should 
he  given,  by  the  several  States  to  their  proper  quotas  of  Troops — ^Thttt 
your  memcnialist  observes  in  the  Bill  bow  depending  before  your  Hon. 
House,  intitled,  ^  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  supply,  and  Hon- 
orable reward  of  the  Pensylvania  Troops  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America" — Col.  Proctor's  Reg*  of  Artillery  (One  of 
the  Corps  to  which  the  above  mentioned  resolve  refers) — is  expressly 
comprehended,  that  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers  under  the 
Command  of  your  Memorialist,  is  engased  to  serve  during  the  War, 
(a  few  men  excepted,  who  are  inlisted  for  three  years  only,)  and  by 
another  resolve  of  Congress  passed  tho  11  Feb'y,  1778,  are  promised 
every  benefit  allowed  by  Congress  to  the  Continental  Artillery;  that 
the  Corps  of  At tillery  mrtificm,  from  the  nature  of  their  service,  are 
nmivoidably  ezeloded  from  the  Honors  as  well  ap  the  Dangers  of  tho 
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fieU|  hftYO  yet  in  like  maimer  with  other  Offieers  and  Soldierf, 
'^Sacraficed  private  considerations  to  the  public  good/'  haveing 
devoted  their  whole  time  to  the  Service  of  the  States,  for  a  scantv 
pay  by  no  means  adequate  to  their  support,  in  consequence  of  which 
many  have  been  and  are  much  distress'd,  and  others  jnvolved  in  debt 
— ^That  this  Oorpe  have  cheerfully  borne  all  these  inconveniences, 
hardships  and  lofiseS|  thinking  themselves  closely  connected  with  the 
direct  Military  Line  of  the  Army,  subject  on  any  emergency  to  take 
the  Field,  (For  which  they  have  been  practised  accordingly,  as  well  in 
the  management  of  Cannon  as  small  Arms,)  and  intitled  to  the  same 
rewards  as  other  Officers  and  Soldiers  faithfully  serveing  the  United 
States : — and  that  if  the  Corps  should  now  be  excluded  from  the 
benefits  mnted  by  the  State  to  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  it  will  damp 
the  Zeal  of  both  the  Officers  and  men  in  the  common  cause,  and 
probably  end  in  the  resignation  of  the  former,  and  discontent,  neglect 
of  duty,  and  desertion  of  the  latter.  Your  Memorialist  therefore 
begs  leave  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  vour  Honorable 
House  to  decide  whether  such  of  the  Corps  of  Artillery  Artificers  as 
belong  to  this  State  may  not  with  propriety  claim  and  be  intitled  to 
the  benefits  they  have  been  taught  to  eipect,  and  which  are  now 
^proposed  to  be  given,  by  the  bill  before  mentioned|  to  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  in  the  Pennsylvania  Line. 

BENJ.  FLOWEBy  CoL  Ay.  A. 
2  October,  1779,  Phila*. 

(Copy.) 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Commissioners  fob  Peocurino  Salt,  1779. 

Council  Chamber, 

Nov.  27, 1779. 

Bir, 

»  la  Answer  to  yonr  letter  this  day  reepeeting  salt  taken  during 
the  City  Committee  which  has  been  laid  before  the  Council,  I  am 
to  inform  you  &  the  other  Commissioners  that  the  Bedelivery  can 
caah  be  extended  to  these  Persons  whose  Salt  was  received  by  yon 
tmaer  the  Authority  of  this  Board.  If  any  Salt  was  delivered  over 
to  yon  by  the  Committee  so  as  to  compose  a  Part  of  the  Stock  in 
jour  Hands  A  it  can  be  ascertained  such  PenK>ns  would  be  entitled 
to  reoeive  a  proportionate  P^rt  of  the  Salt  remaining.  But  there  is 
a  material  difierenoe  between  the  case  of  Persons  whose  Salt  was  taken 
in  Pursuance  of  our  Authority  and  that  delivered  before  to  any  other 
Persons  acting  in  any  pnblick  Line,  the  latter  having  been  a  volunta- 
ry Offer  on  the  Part  of  the  Holders  of  the  Salt  &  which  we  should 
not  expect  they  would  now  reclaim-i-wherBas  the  other  was  a  oom- 
pnlaoryjfeasare  adopted  in  a  publiok  Exigenoe-*If  any  Diffioul^  i 
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wbieh  OBimot  be  otherwifle  foltled.  The  Timb  in  which  the  Change 
WIS  made  ia  in  thia  caae  material. 

Mr.  Mease  haa  an  Order  from  the  Board  on  the  Traaanry  fiir  the 
fall  Amoant  of  his  Salt  as  had  Mr.  Fitrimons  for  the  first  P^ffeel. 

Should  there  be  anj  Peraons  who  have  received  their  M oncv  Care 
most  be  taken  that  upon  the  Betnm  of  the  Salt  there  should  be  a 
proportionate  Bepajment. 

To  Mr.  Bobert  Aitkeni  Seo'y  to  Commi*,  Ac. 


Col.  Samuel  Hunter  to  Pres.  Beed,  1779. 

Sunbor;  November  27th  1779. 
Sir, 

Yonrs  of  the  ^Oth  nit,  I  received  informing  me  of  What  yon  had 
done  in  Begard  of  procuring  some  Troops  for  the  Safety  of  this  coan- 
tj,  in  Consequence  of  which  the  Board  of  War  has  ordered  the  Ger- 
man Begiment  that  was  at  Wyoming  to  this  place,  and  desired  the 
commanding  Officer  to  advice  with  me  in  Stationing  his  troops  in 
such  manner  and  places  as  would  be  deemed  most  proper  for  the 
Protection  of  the  Inhabitants  and  the  security  of  his  men.  When  the 
Col,  of  the  Begiment  and  I  met  upon  this,  I  found  the  number  he 
had  not  sufficient  to  Oarris  the  different  posts  I  made  mention  of  to 
him,  Which  I  thought  would  give  the  most  Effectual  aupport  and 
protection  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants,  Was  to  Bebuild  Fort^Muney 
and  Garrison  it  with  one  Hundred  men,  twenty  five  men  at  Fort 
Jenkins,  a  seijents  Guard  at  Boslys  mills  on  Chilisquake  and  an- 
other Serj^  Guard  at  Tltxols  mills  in  Buffaloe  Valy  and  the  remain- 
der where  the  Commanding  Officer  resided,  as  I  waa  informed  the 
Begiment  consisted  of  two  Hundred  men  but  instead  of  that  num- 
ber, there  was  but  one  Hundred  &  twenty  Effective  men  Exclusive 
of  Offcers,  that  we  had  but  sixty  men  to  Order  ont  to  the  Frontiers, 
as  the  Commanding  Officer  is  Besolved  to  keep  the  one  Half  with 
himself  in  Sunbury  to  Believe  the  Others  Monthly  so  that  there  ia 
bat  forty  men  at  Montgomerys  Fort  twelve  miles  on  this  side  Fort 
Muncy  &  twenty  men  at  Fort  Jenkins,  Captain  Kemplen  and  his  com- 
pany of  Bangers  which  consists  of  fourteen  men  is  stationed  at.Min- 
egers  place  on  the  west  Branch  about  seventeen  miles  from  Sunbury, 
Kemplen  has  recruted  some  men  lately  for  six  months,  which  I 
would  be  desirous  to  know  if  its  agreeable  to  Council  he  should  re- 
cmte  for  that  time. 

The  5*^  Inst,  there  was  one  James  Clark  Killed  and  scalped  up 
at  Mnncy  Creek  (he  was  found  the  same  day,)  and  Various  are  the 
conjectures  whether  he  was  Killed  by  the  Savages  or  some  of  our  Owen 
people,  as  no  Signs  of  any  Indians  or  discovery  s  of  any  known  Enemy 
being  on  our  Borders  at  that  time,  by  the  Beoonoitering  party  wo.had 

2* 
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oal^  but  I  hope  bow  by  the  mow  falling  prity  deep,  it  will  pnfc  * 
stop  to  the  Savages  from  making  inroada  onoarfrontientill  towardi 
Springi  and  as  tbero  is  no  aoeount  of  any  Indiana  eomeing  from  the 
Northward  to  ane  for  peaoe,  in  the  Diatreaaed  Condition,  People 
would  imagine  they  muat  be  in,  aeema  Very  atrange  whieh  makes  me 
afraid  they  are  meditating  something  cruel  against  our  Frontier 
Countys  Elarly  in  the  next  spring,  but  I  trust  in  Gk)d  it  may  not  be 
the  ease. 

I  am  sir  with  Great  Esteem  your  Ezcellenoya 

most  Obed.  &  very  Humble  Servt 

SAM.  HUNTER  L«.  N.  C. 

Direciedj 

His  Ezoelloney  Joseph  Beed  Esq*"  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Henrt  to  Fres.  Reed,  1779. 

Lancaster,  November  27, 1779. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  one  John  Musser  of  this  Town  has  lately  purchased 
a  Tract  of  land  of  about  500  Acres,  commonly  known  by  the  Name 
bf  the  Conestoga  Mannor,  of  John  Penn,  late  Governor,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  nine  Pounds  the  Acre  hard  Money.  At  the  Time  the 
Lands  in  this  part  of  the  province  was  purchased  of  the  Delaware 
Indians  thia  was  Reserved  and  a  Deed  was  made  to  them  and  their 
Heirs,  &o.,  the  Indians  who  resided  on  it  were  killed  by  a  Number 
of  People  in  a  former  war  and  the  Deed  fell  into  the  hands  of  John 
Hay,  then  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County,  who  delivered  the  same  to 
Mr.  John  Penn. — This  piece  of  Land  was  afterwards  claimed  by  Sir 
William  Johnston  in  behalf  of  the  Heirs,  in  Consequence  of  which 
the  use  of  the  Land  was  given  to  Mr.  Thomaa  Barton  who  is  gone 
over  to  the  Enemy.  Mrs.  Susana  Wriffhfc  could  give  I  believe  a 
more  satisfactory  Account  of  this  Affair  than  I  can.  It  may  bo  pro- 
per perhaps  to  enquire  into  this  Affair.  I  have  therefore  thought  it 
my  Duty  to  give  all  the  Information  I  have  been  able  to  collect. 

I  am  with  due  Reapect, 

Sir, 

your  obed't  hum.  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 

DireeteJp 
Hia  Ezeelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
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Oeh.  Johk  Aiuc8TROif0  TO  Pass.  Rebd^  1779. 

Cirtfcle,  27th  Not.  IHO. 
Sear  Sirj 

Among/Ki  the  few  aewepapeis  I  hftTe  eeen  sinoo  my  retoin  to  thif 
place,  happily  one  foil  into  my  hands  which  oonveyed  the  afreeable 
acoonnt  of  yonr  £zoellen<Hee  re  election  to  the  Presideoey  of  the 
State,  whereby  my  wiehea  are  naturally  excited  that  your  health  and 
happineea  Ac.,  Ac,  may  at  least  be  eommensorate  with  yoor  pro* 
gressive  administration. 

The  present  hour  like  the  season  of  the  year  puts  on  a  sable  hae 
onr  disappointment  in  the  south  being  Qn&Torable  to  the  expectation 
of  an  early  Peace,  and  the  wild  depreciation  of  oar  money  still  moM 
BO  to  the  adcmentation  A  support  of  onr  army.  When  in  town  we 
fondly  hoped  thai  some  ^'oantity  of  flour  might  safely  have  been 
shipped  from  this  State  to  a  foreign  market^  but  on  coming  into  the 
eountiy  was  much  surprised  to  find  the  lightness  of  our  last  wiatem 
crops,  to  that  degree  that  many  farmers  thrash  out  fi?e  dozen  of 
shoks  for  one  Bushel  of  wheat,  whereas  one-  Dosen,  or  from  that  to 
eighteen  sha?es  formerly  yielded  a  Bushel,  neither  is  the  weight  what 
it  usually  has  been.  Thn  defect  however  I  find  much  more  prevalent 
on  the  west  than  on  the  east  side  of  Susquehannsi  and  is  thought  to 
be  occasioned  by  the  Frost  and  afterward  a  mildue.  Yet  nothing  of 
this  kind,  nor  it's  presumed  will  the  Law  either  be  able  to  deter  the 
dbtiUws  of  whisky  from  proceeding  too  far.  The  Laws  however  of 
the  late  session  of  Assembly  have  not  yet  reached  this  length,  whicb 
begins  to  occasion  some  complaint,  and  the  publick  highways  in 
a  bad  situation  must  probably  now  lie  over  another  season-^ 
Whether  the  Majestrates  at  their  Ootob'  Sessions  wou'd  have  taken 
means  to  prevent  this  long  delinquency  I  cannot  tell,  their  last  ses- 
nons  here  &  I  believe  also  at  Tork  being  totally  frustrated  by  the 
sitting  of  the  Supream  Court  at  the  aame  time,  which  'tis  to  be  hoped 
will  never  happen  again  otherwise  Pm  persuaded  tis  not  to  be  fbr- 
given.  The  Assembly  have  done  right  m  fixing  on  five  instead  of 
seven  dele^tes  to  represent  them  in  Congress,  but  wrons  in  not 
varring  this  choice  in  two  instances,  as  Dr.  Shippen  &  myself  miffht 
wita  equal  decency  ft  propriety  hare  been  left  out  thr</  infirmity, 
and  this  I  hope  may  still  be  thought  of  A  accomplished  at  the  next 
sitting  of  the  house,  ae  Integrity  alone  without  a  capacity  for  action 
&  attention  to  business  will  not  do. 

A  Lieutenant  &  some  subs  for  the  County  of  Cumberland  its  said 
are  now  wanting,  Coll.  Dunlap  lately  appointed  as  County  Lieut, 
having  dedined  the  office  and  wrote  to  some  members  of  Assembly 
in  fiiivour  of  a  certain  Capt.  Thos.  Buchanan,  on  behalf  of  whom  | 
have  been  rcauested  to  write  your  Excellency.  Capt.  Buchanan  is 
one  of  the  reduced  officers  &  was  Pm  told  of  the  Ist  Begt  of  this 
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state  oommanded  by  Coll.  Chambers.  I  have  but  a  small  acanaini- 
anoe  of  him  but  think  he  appears  pritty  well  ft  has  as  far  as  I  have 
heard  a  good  character  among  his  neigobonrsy  so  that  from  his  mili- 
tary knowledfe  on  the  whole  Vm  of  opinion  He  may  fill  the  place  of 
Connty  Lieatenant  with  greater  accuracy  &  decorum  than  can  well 
be  expected  from  any  of  our  freeholders  less  acquainted  %ith  that 
kind  of  busincssi  he  is  young  &  alert,  said  also  to  be  prudent  ft  a  good 
Clerky  from  his  wishes  to  m  appointed  I  presume  he  is  friendly  to 
Gh>yemm*  which  we  may  naturaJly  suppose  must  be  increased  from 
the  ties  <^  the  office.  If  the  place  is  not  filled  up  it  may  if  you  please 
be  expedient  to  show  this  paragraph  to  Coll.  Bayatd|  Mr.  Bryan  ft 
Mr.  Hoge,  who  will  afterwards  use  their  pleasure.     > 

Our  army  before  this  time  I  presume  are  forming  New  Huts  for 
Qrs  and  you'l  probably  have  the  General  part  of  the  winter  in  Town 
for  certain  purposes,  what  else  can  be  <lone  but  to  retrench  the  extra 
Expenoes  in  Tartous  departmental  and  depend  on  the  Militia  of  the 
States  to  assist  the  army  thro'  the  ensnii^  oampaien  as  peed  may 
require,  recruiting  by  enlistment  being  in  all  probabtli^  now  in* 
practicable  until  our  Currency  receive  a  very  different  ft  standing 
value.  But  shou'd  Enlisting  be  attempted,  the  rediculous  Idea  of  a 
large  nominal  Bounty  ought  to  be  rejected  as  injurious  in  the  end, 
nor  won'd  it  even  be  rec'd  by  proper  men,  as  in  my  opinion  those 
only  will  inlist  who  from  a  preference  of  the  soldiers  life  to  that  of 
Labour,  knowing  they  will  be  Cloathed  ft  fed,  may  as  really  ft  as 
easily  be  obtained  on  a  moderate,  as  on  an  enomous  nominal  sum. 
If  you  think  this  opinion  may  be  of  any  use,  you  will  doubtless  com* 
municate  it  to  the  General,  or  such  members  of  Congress  as  you  may 
think  proper.  Please  to  present  my  best  respects  to  your  Lady,  my 
venerable  old  friend  Mrs.  Debert  ft  Miss  Polly  Hied;  colonel  Pettit 
ifoonvenient. 

And  believe  me  dear 

with  great  truth  to  be  y'- 

Excellencies  most  respectful 

&  Blost  humble  Servant^ 

JOHN  ARMSTBONO. 

.  I  find  my  son  has  lately  been  in  town  but  beinff  a  stranger  to  many 
eharaoters  there  I  had  wrote  him  in  Oetob'  on  whom  to  call,  but  find 
by  a  line  from  him  he  had  not  reod  them  lettexs  ft  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn suddenly. 

r 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esquire  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 
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Patrick  Bica  to  Dayib  Fbanks,  1779. 

Elisabeth  Town,  Deoember  4di|  1179. 
Dear  Sir, 


'  Agreeable  to  my  frequent  late  adriseB  to  Ttm  from  New  York,  io« 
fermmg  that  your  presenee  there  in  order  to  have  a  personal  intenriew 
with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  settle  &  agree  on  Certain  priees  for 
the  Proyiskms  SappljM  the  British  Prisoners  as  Agent  to  the  Con- 
tractors, I  now  oonfirm  and  personally  repeat  to  yon,  it  is  the  express 
Order  <k  directions  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treaaary,  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  to  make  snch  Settlement  with  you  only,  as  no  more  Certifi- 
cates are  to  be  granted  as  nsnal,  and  I  now  find  that  it  is  intirely  oat 
of  my  power  to  do  any  thing  farther  in  Reoeifing  the  just  Consider- 
ation for  the  Amount  of  said  Provisions,  the  account  has  been  pro- 
perly passed  at  the  Commissary  Generals  Offioe  in  the  usual  way, 
and  farther  the  large  and  hea?y  advance  you  are  in  for  Contingencies 
to  the  sick,  wounded  &o.,  is  acknowledged  to  be  right,  &  furnished 
by  good  Authority,  but  for  the  same  reasons  as  before  mentioned  you 
Certainly  0re  the  only  person  that  can  agree  upon  a  just  price  &  due 
proportion  of  and  on  said  accounts;  Therefore  you  must  sgain  apply 
to  Anthority  for  a  Pass  to  enable  yod  direcdy  to  oome  info  jnew 
York,  to  enaeavor  to  put  an  end  to  the  said  heavy  &  weighty  matters 
which  so  nearly  eonoems  both  you  and  your  friends,  the  effects  of 
the  long  delay  A  disappointments  I  have  no  oooasion  to  repeat  as  yon 
are  so  well  acquainted  with  all  the  disagreeable  Oonsequenoea  at- 
tending  thereon,  and  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  a  Settlement  would 
then  be  made,  k  we  return  home,  which  I  most  ardently  pray  for, 
A  pass  for  your  landing  in  New  York,  I  have  petitioned  for^  and  ob^ 
tained. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you 

that  I  aoi  most  truly  &  sincerely 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  obed^ 

ft  very  hbbl  Servant,  '  1 

PATRICK  RICE. 

Directed, 
Devid  Franksi  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
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Wh.  AjLMSTBONa  TO  Pbss.  £bed,  1779. 

To  hiB  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esq.,  and  Honourable  the  S^- 
preBM  Exeentive  CoQiioiL 

William  Armstrong  presents  his  compliments  requesting  the  siam 
of  Four  Thoneaod  poands  for  the  porooae  of  paying  the  workmen  & 
•nndry  materials  purchased  for  the  Fortifications  on  the  Delaware^ 
and  you'll  oblige. 

Your  mort  Obedient 

k  very  Homble  ServS 

W.  A. 

December  lat,  1779. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed|  Esq.,  P^residenfe. 


Pebs.  Bud  to  FaANOis  Swainb,  1779. 

Tho'  the  Distribution  of  the  Officers'  Gloathing  cannot  be  imposed 
upon  yon  as  a  Duty,  npon  the  strict  I4ne  of  your  Appointment,  yet 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  repose  so  much  confidence  in  you  as 
to  believe  yon  will  readily  undertake  it,  &  having  had  your  Servioe 
«o  far,  may  depend  upon  your  completing  the  Business.  In 
which  you  will  please  to  observe  the  fbUowing  Directions  :— 
^  First.  The  Cloathing  being  padced  nn  re^mentally,  you  are  to 
be  careful  that  no  Box  or  Caae  be  opened  but  in  the  Piesence  of  the 
Pay  Master  of  the  Regiment,  to  which  it  is  directed  or  in  Case  of 
his  Absence  to  some  Officer  nominated  for  that  Purpose  by  the 
Field  Officers. 

Secondly.  When  Articles  such  as  Hats,  Shoes,  are  packed  up 
together  you  are  to  divide  such  Articles  as  near  as  may  be  in 
Quality  &  Quantity,  and  then  the  respective  Pay  Masters  to  draw 
Lota  for  them  so  divided. 

Thirdly.  As  there  is  a  Difference  in  the  Number  of  Officers  in 
th«b  Regiments,  each  Pay  Master  is  to  brinff  with  him  a  List  corree> 
pendent  to  that  sent  down  here,  upon  which  the  Cloathing  has  been 
prepared.  Noting  any  Alterations  by  Death  or  Resignation,  &  then 
each  Quarter  Master  is  only  to  take  as  many  Suits  of  Cloaths,  Hat<>, 
&c.,  as  will  supply  each  Officer  completely  with  one  Suit,  agreeable 
to  the  Law  of  the  State  which  you  will  also  have  for  your  Ouide. 
None  are  to  draw  but  those  specified  in  the  Law,  &  in  the  Manner 
therein  prescribed.  Whatever  is  left  after  this  you  are  to  reiierve  & 
render  an  Account  thereof  to  us. 
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Fourthlj.  No  officer  can  draw  in  Virtue  of  mj  NomiDation  or 
AppoiDtmeoi  Qflartljv  tml  oolj  aooordiog  to  the  ComiDiMsioii  or 
Warrant  actoallj  held. 

Fifthly.  The  surgeon  of  CkJ.  Prootor's  Regiment  having  been 
inegularly  appointed,  &  the  Mate  who  served  during  the  Campaign 
k  war  returned  as  the  Surgeon,  having  received  a  Suit  of  Cloa^ 
here,  the  present  Surgeon  is  not  deemed  intitled. 

SizthJy.  Boots  not  being  an  Article  directed  by  Law;  One  Pair 
li  to  be  considered  as  equivalent  to  three  Pair  of  Shoes  k  drawn 
sooordingly.  The  Difficulty  of  pvoonring  proper  Cloth  has  prevented 
more  than  one  Pair  of  Breeohes  to  be  forwairdedi  but  Justice  will 
be  done  the  Officers  in  this  Bespeot,  .     . 

Seventhly.  Yoiuire  to  take  Receipts  from  each  Q  Master,  (except 
for  the  General  Officers)  specifying  the  Number  of  Suits,  Shirts^ 
fiatsy  Shoes  or  Boots  &  other  Artiws  delivered  to  him,  &  he  is,  in 
a  reasonaUoTime,  to  retui^  you  a  Receipt  from  each  Officer  of  his 
R^ment — returning  to  you  any  Surplus. 

Eighthly.  In  Case  of  any  ClMms  made  which  are  doubtful  as  nojt 
being  within  the  express  Letter  of  the  Act  of  Assembly^  you  are  to 
reserve  them  for  the  Determination  of  the  Council,  agreeable  to  the 
last  Section  of  the  Law.  . 


GsNL.  WASHuraiON  to  Prbs.  Bsed,  1779. 

Ilead  Quarters^  Morris  Town, 

December  4**,  1779. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  by 
the  conveyance  which  now  offers  by  Express,  that  Monday  the  20th 
Instant,  is  appointed  for  proceeding  in  the  trial  of  Major  Genl. 
Arnold.  The  Court  Martial  will  sit  at  the  Camp,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Morris  Town.  1  have  written  to  Mr.  Matlack  and  informed  him 
of  these  circumstances,  and  I  request  the  favour  of  Your  Excellency 
to  eommnnicite  notsea  of  the  same  to  any  Witnesses  there  may  be 
besides.  If  these  'are  any  in  the  military  line,  and  I  am  inform'4 
of  them,  I  will  oniar'  their  attendaaoe,  or  if  there  are  any  under  this 
desaription  at  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphis,  who  might 
possibly  go  from  thence  before  they  could  receive  my  orders.  Con- 
gress I  am  persuaded,  wiU,  upon  informatioB  of  the  fact,  direct 
them  to  attend. 

I  have  the  hosor  to  be. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  ExcelleneVs  most  obedient  ServS 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  SUte  of 
PeMJlnnia^.,.:      /. 

Q\  WASHINGTON. 
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Pbbs.  Besb  to  6inl.  Washinqtok,  1779. 

In  Ooandl, 

Dao.  4, 1779. 
Sir, 

jtf aviDg  given  jon  full  Information  in  a  former  Letter  of  the 
State  of  the  Oloathing  designed  for  the  Troops  of  PennsyWania,  it 
irill  not  be  neoessanr  to  troable  yonr  Excell^  with  any  farther  Infor- 
mation. At  that  Time  it  was  not  known  that  the  Goats  reoeiTod 
from  the  Board  of  War  were  aotaally  pack'd  np  &  eased  so  as  to 
make  the  return  here  difficult  &  inoonyenient.  But  being  desirous 
to  obviate  every  Difficulty  &  answer  your  Wishes  intirely  on  this 
fiubjecty  the  Council  have  resolved  that  the  Gloathing  so  delivered 
to  ns  should  be  deemed  to  belong  to  the  United  StatM,  &  be  nnder 
the  Direction  of  the  Clothier  General,  as  if  no  Delivery  had  been 
made  to  the  Clothier  of  this  State.  Not  doubting  but  such  Diree- 
laons  will  be  given  by  the  Commnnder  in  Chief  as  will  best  promote 
'the  publiok  Interests.  Major  Bwaine,  the  State  Clothier,  has  the 
'Oloathing  under  his  Care  &  a  Copy  of  the  Resolution,  which  he  will 
ooromunicate  to  your  Ezcelk  &  obey  your  Orders  or  those  of  the 
Clothier  General  in  the  Disposal  of  the  2000  Coats,  being  the  whole 
we  received  from  the  Continental  Store. 

We  flatter  ourselves  this  Mode  of  obviating  any  Discontents  will 
be  quite  agreeable  to  your  Ezoell^^i  &  beg  you  to  believe  we  are  on 
all  Oocasions  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Bxoeirys  Obed.  &  very  H'bble  Serv. 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  the  Council. 


Captain   Thom's  Campbell  to  CouNciLy  1779« 

;  To  the  Honourable  Members  in  Oonnoil,  I  Beeg  Leav  to  present  a 
Irae  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Col'  Broadhead,  Whioh  I  am  aristed  for,  and 
giv  som  Reasons  for  the  Warmth  Expressed  hi  my  Letter.  Beins 
indered  by  Col*  Loughery  to  March  my  Company  to  fort  Wallis,  I 
then  applied  to  Col*  Broadhead  for  horses  and  provision  to  transport 
My  Company  to  my  New  post.  Was  Refused  Supplies  of  every  kind ; 
Likeways  teen  of  My  Men  Being  inlistcd  into  the  6  Pennsylvania 
Reg',  Before  the  terms  of  their  inlistments  are  expired.  Nor  Wear 
the  Discharged  from  My  Company ;  the  ware  also  Detained,  and  Not 
Sufered  to  March  with  the  Company ;  therefore  I  submit  My  Celf 
to  this  Honourable  Bord.     I  have  the  Honour 

to  Be  your  obed' 

and  Hiimble  Sarv*, 

THO  CAMPBELL^  Cap^. 
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Hed  Qoartersi  HanMtowD,  Dec'  8^\  1779. 

Sir, 

I  wood  be  gUd  to  Inow  hy  What  athority  my  men  is  Detained ; 
or,  if  it  is  By  your  orders^  I  will  inform  you  that  their  times  ia  Not 
mt,  Neither  are  the  Diacharced ;  therefore  I  Reqaiat  you  Will  send 
them  or  give  My  Sargeant  Liberty  to  March  them  to  thia  place  to 
join  My  Uompany;  other  Ways,  I  will  Be  under  the  Needsesity  of 
Demanding  tnem  on  other  tcarms,  aa  their  inliatmenta  la  Not  agreahle 
to  the  Begnlations  of  the  army.  You  are  not  unaquent'd  with  the 
articles  of  War ;  please  to  Look  Sexion  Sizt,  article  third.  I  Wait 
your  answer,  agreeable  to  Which  I  Will  proooeed.  I  heave  the 
Honoor,  Sir,  to  be  yoor 

obedient  Sarv*, 

THO  CAMPBELL,  Capt. 

JHreded, 

To  His  Ezcln'cy,  Joseph  Reed,  president  in  Council. 


MoKS.  Dv  PoRTAiL  TO  Pbbs.  Beed,  1779. 

Morris  Town,  December  12**,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  BzeelleBoy  has  been  pleased  at  my  passage  at  Philadelphia, 
to  make  me  the  promise  to  send  immediately  at  Camp  some  queri^l^ 
of  the  Counsel  respecting  the  proposal  which  I  made  to  levy  for  the 
State  of  Pensylvania,  one  of  the  Companies  of  Sappers  &  Miners 
which  are  to  be  formed.  I  am,  moreover,  in  the  necessity  to  know 
what  determination  the  Counsel  think  proper  to  take  on  that  Subject, 
and  should  be  infinitely  obliged  to  ycur  Excellency  to  inform  me  of 
it  by  writiiig.*^M'  de  Casting,  my  aid  de  Camp,  whom  I  have  the 
honour  of  presenting  to  you,  will  take  the  charge  of  the  answer  of 
yoor  Exoelleocy,  to  whom  he  may  also  give  all  the  details  respecting 
that  Corps. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  Respect^ 
your  Excellency's 

The  most  humble  k 

most  obedient  Servant, 

DU  PORT  AIL. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Prpsident  of  the  SUte, 
Philadelphia. 

»  JSaa  Vol.  VIK  P^g*  ^90. 
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Board  of  Wab  to   Pres.  Beed,  1779. 

Wmt  Office,  De<f  13, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  have  ibis  moment  received  advice  from  GoL  Bawlings  tliat  I^p 
will  have  a  second  gnard  ready  for  securing  prisoners  at  fort  Fred- 
ericky  by  the  first  of  Jannarj  next  We  b^  year  Excellency  to 
inform  us  whether  you  can  favour  us  with  a  euard  of  militia  to 
escort  them  thither,  k  how  soon  3  and  if  a  guard  can  be  famished, 
we  request  one  may  be  ordered.  One  hundred  men,  including  offi- 
oers,  we  suppose  will  be  sufficient,  as  the  number  of  prisoners  will  be 
but  about  four  hundred.  The  scarcity  of  provisions  &  wood  will 
render  it  extremely  difficult  to  support  the  prisoners  here,  and 
(as  was  suggested  by  the  Council)  are  urgent  inducements  for  their 
removal.  Col*  Bawlings  has  already  laid  in  provisions  for  them  at 
Fort  Frederick,  &  wood  is  at  hand.  Their  remaining  here  would, 
therefore,  prove  doubly  injurious  to  the  States.  For  these  reasons, 
your  Excellency  will  permit  us  again  earnestly  to  request  that  the 
necessary  guard  may  be  immediately  ordered  out 

We  lAve  the  honour  to  be, 

very  respectfully, 

your  Excellency^  s 

most  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERINQ. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq., 
War  Office. 


Coiu  Brodhbad  to  Prss.  Beed,  1779. 

Pittsburgh,  Bee*  13th,  1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  several  favors  of  the  80th  October,*  A  the 
19th  &  20th  of  Novem'. 

I  should  have  been  slad  to  have  had  an  earlyer  information  re* 
specting  the  Corps  of  Bangers,  But  being  uninformed  I  thought  it 
very  extraordinary  that  they  should  be  subsisted  out  of  the  publio 
Magazines  &  yet  be  under  the  aeperate  direction  of  a  County  Lieut. 
Those  companies  have  hitherto  been  stationed  at  Kittanning  (Fort 
Armstrong)  and  at  Pocketbs  (Fort  Crawford)  but  as  the  Terms  of 

•  8m  TolfVII.,  page  VI. 
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ibe  Hen  were  nearly  expired  &  the  RiTer  likely  to  elose  with  fee,  I 
ordered  the  Troope  to  ihii  plaoe  beoaoae  I  apprehended  no  Danger 
torn  the  Enemy  daring  the  Winter  SMson,  and  if  proroiona  had 
been  lud  in  at  ihoee  poeta  they  moat  have  been  ezpoaed  to  loaa 
besides  it  would  haye  been  qaite  impracticable  to  have  anpplied  them 
vith  freah  proviaiona,  and  Uie  Qoariara  at  tboHe  posta  were  too  nn- 
eomfortable  for  naked  men.  For  though  the  State  have  provided 
the  Troope  with  Shoes  &  Blankets  they  arC  not  yet  arrived. 

Capt.  Mcltttire  eertainly  was  deficient  in  not  informing  yon  that 
be  was  to  eaoort  np  anoh  Gloathing  aa  the  State  &  the  B<Mird  of  war 
sboald  be  pleaeed  to  furnish  for  tne  Troops  in  this  District,  and  if 
my  Memory  serves  me  I  requeeted  him  to  inform  yon  particularly  of 
bia  errand. 

Aa  soon  as  I  knew  it  was  required  I  remitted  to  yon  a  return  of 
my  Begimeni  which  I  hope  you  have  received,  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  you  that  notwithstanding  the  high  Bounty  given 
sy  our  neighbours  the  Virginians,  I  have  lately  recruited  upwards  of 
twenty  men  and  they  have  not  recruited  half  that  number.  Indeed 
I  conceive  that  the  9th  V.  Regt.  k  several  other  Corps  claimed  by 
that  State  will  make  a  part  of  our  quota  as  loon  as  the  line  is  deter- 
mined between  the  States^  they  having  chiefly  been  reeruited  within 
our  State. 

I  am  very  thankfull  for  the  supplies  afforded  by  our  State.  I 
know  that  great  difficulties  must  attend  the  procuring  them  at  present 
and  I  am  certain  that  every  officer  &  soldier  in  my  Regt.  entertain 
the  highest  sense  of  gratitude  towards  our  legislature  in  general  & 
towards  you  in  particular. 

In  recruiting  men  I  endeavoured  as  much  as  possible  to  save  the 
State  Bounty  but  it  appeared  to  have  greater  weight  with  the  re- 
cruits than  any  other  money  &  Virg*  holding  out  750  Dollars  to  the 
same  men,  I  could  not  avoid  giving  them  our  260}  and  will  remit 
you  an  exact  ace*  of  the  money  I  have  advanced  for  the  State  aa  soon 
as  the  recruiting  officers  have  settled  with  the  Auditor. 

I  am  exceeding  sorry  to  fiod  that  our  sanguine  expectations  from 
the  Southward  are  defeated  and  I  dread  the  consequences  to  the  states 
of  Carolina  &;  Georgia  however  I  hope  we  shall  retaliate  before  spring 
there  or  in  some  other  quarter.  For  my  own  part  (as  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  frontier  are  freed  from  apprehension  of  Danger  for  this 
winter),  I  hope  either  to  be  in  Detroit  or  the  Natchez  before  Spring 
&  to  convince  you  that  I  am  not  mnch  inclined  to  quit  the  Service 
whibt'an  Enemy  remains  within  onr  Country. 

I  am  sorry  the  Board  of  war  could  not  furnidh  a  larger  supply  of 
Shoes  and  a  number  of  Hats,  It  is  almost  incredible  how  fast  men 
wear  out  Shoes  in  this  kind  of  service  btt  the  shoes  we  have  hitherto 
received  were  searoe  worth  the  expence  of  transportation. 

I  meet  with  little  perplexity  in  the  common  cause  of  my  Duty  but 
the  want  of  many  necessary  articles  for  the  Troops  A  Indiana  the 
want  of  money  in  every  Deparment  with  the  difficitlty  of  getting  the 
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Drdiaary  tappliefl  &  the  tnmble  of  the  Inditira  who  fbr  political  re»- 
eons  I  am  obiidged  to  admit  Drank  &  sober  on  all  occasions  tbeee 
Urilh^e  undetermined  State  of  the  rights  of  the  G-arrison  ft  a  ra»- 
cally  set  of  Inhabitants  at  this  place  is  saffioient  to  destroy  the  patience 
of  Job. 

.  I  will  endeaTor  to  oUidge  Gapi.  Molntire  w^  tome  Gloathing  as 
J  think  him  descrying. 

Capt.  Irvine  left  his  post  without  any  leave  from  roe  bnt  as  it  ap- 
pears be  was  nnder  the  direction  of  (his  son  in  law)  Mr.  Lochery  he 
ia  probably  justifiable  on  having  obtained  leave  from  him. 
'  Please  to  accept  my  best  Thanks  for  the  paper  ft  pamphlets,  I  have 
likewise  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  a  number  of  well  calculated 
Laws  of  our  State  for  which  I  presume  I  must  be  indebted  to  you. 
This  regard  gives  me  the  highest  satisfaction  for  though  acting  as  a 
aridier,  I  am  ever  concerned  for  the  wel&re  of  the  State  of  which  I 
have  the  Honor  to  be  a  member. 

The  aending  Gapt.  Finley  was  owing  to  a  presumption  that  as  yom 
bad  wrote  for  an  officer  to  take  charge  of  the  Gloathing,  Gapt.  Me 
latire  might  have  set  oat  with  only  a  part  and  such  other  articles  as 
I  bad  wrote  for  to  the  Honble  Board  of  war. 

Give  me  leave  to  assure  you  as  I  do  without  Flattery  that  it  gives 
me  infinite  pleasure  to  find  you  are  again  elected  to  the  Presidency 
iof  the  State,  thb  is  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of  the  peoples  Gonfi- 
dence  of  which  I  sincerely  wish  a  long  continuance. 

Please  to  present  my  respectfuU  Gompliments  to  Goll,  Bayard  and 
boUeve  me  to  be  with  the  sinoerest  regard  ft  esteem  your  most, 

Obcd't  ft 

Hble  Serv«, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

DirecteJf 
His  Excellency  Oov.  Reed. 


Col,  Lund  Wbltnkb  to  Boabd  op  W^e,  1779. 

Snnboryi  Deeember  18th,  1770. 
Gentlemen; 

On  my  being  ordered  down  from  Wyoming  the  first  consideration 
which  engaged  my  attention  with  regard  to  posting  the  Troops  under 
my  command  was  to  find  what  position  Gol.  Hartley  and  the  other 
Qentlemea  who  had  preceeded  me  in  this  command  had  taken.  I 
lomnd  Fort  Mmnoy  on  the  West  and  Fort  Jenkins  o^.  the  East  branch 
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with  the  Hagtdne  ftt  Sanlmrj  to  have  been  tho  onl j  Stiodiog  Posts 
that  were  occupied.  This  Position  (which  I  have  neyer  aooe  heud 
eeDBored)  I  endeaTOored  to  revive.  OoL  Hooter  whom  I  oonsulted 
was  of  the  aame  opinioD|  the  only  diffioultj  was  to  ^x  od  some  place 
equally  well  adapted  to  eorer  the  Frontier  as  Fort  Money  was :  Fort 
Monqj  haying  been^efaooated  and  destroyed — MoCIungs  was  agreed 
CO  and  a  detachment  of  the  Troops  accordingly  took  post  there  the 
5th  of  last  month.  The  Troops  however  found  this  place  so  void  of 
shelter  and  so  barren  of  Timber,  that  they  were  oblidgcd  to  abandon 
if.  The  information  given  to  Council  of  the  defences  erected  at  this 
Place  being  totally  false  and  groundless ;  This  detatcbment  accord- 
ingly moved  to  a  place  called  Mountgomorey's  nearer  to  Basley's  Mill 
and  equally  well  situated  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontier  as  M'  Lungs 
at  this  place  the  Troops  having  erected  Barracks  and  other  necessary 
Defences  and  their  vionity  to  Barley's  Mill  being  not  more  than 
about  2  miles  distant,  makes  another  Post  there  quite  unnecessary 
at  present. — ^Thedetachmeots  to  Mountgomery'sand  Jenkins  have  left 
me  only  men  enough  at  Sunbury  to  mount  a  couple  of  sentries :  I 
erect  any  new  Posts  without  abandoning  those  already  occupied  and 
the  Season  of  the  year  forbids  such  a  measure — as  to  disputes  amooc 
the  Inhabitants  I  hear  of  none,  I  know  of  none.  But  there  is  a  Kival 
Town  over  the  River  which  is  not  without  its  factious  Citizens  and 
am  of  opinion  that  great  part  of  the  Complaints  made  to  Coond)| 
have  originated  with  one  Rees  a  discontented  Commissaryi  who  ('tis 
said)  is  likely  to  be  discharged  and  would  throw  all  into  Confusion 
rather  than  be  unemployed.  The  Council  however  have  been  egre- 
giously  abused  by  misrepresentstion  and  falsehoods,  this  must  in  part 
have  appeared  to  the  Honble  Board  from  my  letter  of  the  6th  ult., 
informing  of  the  Position  which  the  Regiment  had  taken,  whereas 
the  President's  Letter  of  the  22'  places  them  all  at  Sunbury. 

The  affiiir  of  the  Ferry  had  engaged  my  attention  before  1  saw  the. 
Letter  from  Council.  The  Posts  are  not  to  be  relieved  as  mentioned 
in  the  President's  Letter. 

The  Purchasing  Commissary  is  using  his  utmost  endeavours  to 
have  the  Posts  supply'd  with  a  Sufficiency  of  Provision  for  the  winter 
in  which  case  any  Magazine  at  Northumberland  Town  is  useless.-— 
I  am  however  sorry  to  inform  the  Board  of  War  that  not  only  the 
Posts,  but  even  Sunbury  is  likely  soon  to  be  destitute  of  ProvisionSi 
upon  my  arrival  at  Sunbury  the  Commissary  of  Purchases  applied 
to  me  to  write  down  to  Col.  Cox  and  use  my  influence  verbally  with 
Col.  Cook  to  have  Provisions  brousbt  up,  particularly  Some  Salt, 
which  was  at  Estherton — I  did  so  but  without  effect,  after  all  our 
Efforts  the  Sslt  is  only  now  arrived  and  the  Cattle  are  miserably 
fallen  away. — Floor  and  Liquors  we  are  now  at  last  informed  are 
not  to  be  had :  I  am  sensible  the  purchases  in  this  County  are  trifling 
and  will  not  Support  us. — I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  much  Blame 
ought  to  lie  on  the  Quarter  Master.     Some  of  them  whose  conduct 
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I  have  had  an  opportanit j  of  observing,  are  to  say  no  worse  of  ihem 
miserably  indolent. 

I  have  the  Hon'  to  be,  &o.y 

Gent  your  S't 

LUND.  WELTNER.* 

Dirtcfed^ 

!Hble  board  of  war. 


Col.  Arch.  Loch&t  to  Col.  Dak.  Sboadheab,  1779. 

(Copy.) 

Hannas  town,  yo  13th  Dec.,  1779. 
Hon*  Sir, 

His  Excellency,  the  Precedent  of  this  State,  hass  invested  me  with 
Anthority  to  Station  Capt*  Erwine  &  Cap.  Campbles  Companys  of 
Baingcrs  to  Cover  this  County,  Where  I  may  think  their  Service 
Will  Be  of  the  most  Bennifitt  to  the  Distressed  fruntears.  I  have 
Bee*  orders  for  that  Purpose. 

In  Consequence  of  Which  Orders,  I  Request  of  you  (Sir)  to  send 
these  troops  to  this  Pleace  as  soon  As  Possible,  Where  I  Shal 
Assyn  them  Stations  that  I  flatter  myself  their  Service  Will  be  of 
more  Benifitt  to  this  County  than  it  Can  Possibly  Be  in  fort  Pitt 

As  these  troops  are  Paid  and  subsisted  By  the  Continant,  I  must 
Request  of  you  (Sir)  to  Give  Orders  for  their  Being  Regularly  Sup- 
plyed  in  Provitions. 

If  you  should  think  of  any  offencive  meashurs  to  Be  Carried  on 
against  the  Savages,  Both. those  troops  my  self  &  all  the  Assistanoa 
I  Can  Rease  in  this  County  shall  Be  at  your  Command. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Due  Reguard 

k  Esteem  your  very  Humb*  Sarvt., 

A*  LOCHRY,  C.  L.t 
To  Col.  Dan.  Broadhead.   An  exact  Copy.   Joa  L.  Finlet,  M.  B. 

♦  Se«  Letter  Board  of  Ww,  Bee.  24. 
f  See  answer  to  this,  Beo.  18, 
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Secy.  Matlack  to  Col.  Wm.  Coats,  1779. 

Philada.,  Dec  13, 1779. 

Sir, 

His  Ezcellenojy  the  President  has  just  receiycd  a  request  from 
the  Hn'ble  Board  of  War  for  a  Guard  to  conduct  Prisoners  from 
this  city  to  Frederiok.  His  Excellency  desires  to  know  whether  the 
two  Companies  of  Militia  under  your  direction  for  a  like  purpose 
some  time  ago,  can  now  do  this  duty.  The  time  presses  and  there- 
fore beg  your  immediate  reply. 

I  am,  &o., 

T.  MATLACK,  Secy 
To  CoL  W.  Coats,  Lieut.  County  Philada. 


EXIEACT    OF   A  LbTTSB  FROM  GbNL.  WASHINaXOK,  1799. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Exoellenoy,  Qenl.  Washingtoo,  dated 
at  Morrialown,  Dea  14, 1779. 

"If  the  oompany  lately  commanded  hy  Capt.  Lee  &  Gapt.  Porter 
era  he  annexed  to  Col.  Proctor's  reg*  without  producing  discontents, 
it  will  be  desirable ;  but  as  we  have  had  so  much  uneasiness  k  dis- 
traction on  the  subject  of  rank  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
ioqaired  what  operation  the  measure  would  have.  When  this  is 
miMie  I  will  oommnnicate  the  resulf  * 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Rbsd,  1779. 

War  Office,  Dec,  14, 1779. 
Sir, 

We  are  scarry  we  again  troubled  you  about  a  guard  for  the  prisoners 
desUned  for  Fort  Frederick.  We  are  this  £y  informed  that  the 
Virginian  troops  are  all  on  their  march  from  Camp,  &  may  be  at 
Trenton  to  night — part  are  arriyed  in  this  city.  We  shall  obtain  a 
competent  guard  of  those  men  whose  times  of  seryiee  will  expire  in; 

*  See  letter  Beard  of  War,  Deo.  22. 
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the  oonrse  of  the  present  month.    If  any  orders  have  been  given  for 
taming  oat  m  militia  gsard,  we  pray  they  may  be  ooantermanded. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  ibe  greatest  respect, 

yoar  very  obed^  servts.. 

By  order  of  ye  Board. 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

His  Ezoellenoy;  Joseph  Reed,  Eeq.^  President,  &e. 

War  office. 


Major  Jamrs  Bbed,  &;c.,  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1779. 

Gamp  near  Morris  Town,  14th  Dec'r,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  officers  from  Pennsylvania  in  Col.  Hazen's  Regiment  beg 
leave  to  call  yoar  Excellency's  attention  to  oar  particular  sitoation. 
We  entered  the  service  of  our  Country  at  an  early  period,  we  have 
not  hesitated  to  share  every  danger  and  difficulty  in  common  with 
oar  Brother  officers,  and  have  also  been  fortunate  onoagh  to  be  of 
the  nvmber  of  those  who  had  the  thatks  of  the  Commander  in  ehief 
for  our  conduct  in  a  general  battle ;  we  have  often  been  detached  a 
gpeU  distanee  fi^gm  the  grand  army  upon  hard  and  disagreeable 
service,  and  necessarily  on  our  marches  looorred  greater  ezpencea. 
When  we  took  commissions  in  the  present  Regiment,  engaged  in  the 
common  cause,  we  were  taught  to  believe  we  oould  render  as  mooh 
aervioe  there  as  in  any  other  Corps,  and  by  no  means  expected  to  be 
considered  as  aliens,  or  excluded  any  benefit  common  to  the^  offioen 
of  the  same  State.  We  have  seen  a  resolution  of  the  Honourable 
the  Congress  last  Spring  calling  for  returns  from  the  additional  Regi- 
ments that  the  States  severally  might  have  credit  for  so  many  officers 
&  soldiers  &  be  accounted  as  parts  of  their  quota.  In  consequence 
of  which  the  States  of  Massachusetts  Bay  &  Connecticut  have  con- 
sidered the  officers  &  soldiers  from  their  States  (in  the  same  Regi- 
ment with  ourselves)  as  part  of  their  quota,  and  given  them  all  the 
benefits  &  privileges  of  their  State  Troops ;  from  whence  we  were  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  Tnot  less  generous 
than  her  sister  States)  had  made  a  similar  provision  for  us,  untill 
undeceived  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines. 
When  the  olaims  ci  oar  Country  called  us  into  the  Field,  we  ehear* 
folly  left  the  pleasures  i|nd  indnlgenoies  of  retirement  to  encounter 
the  hardships  &  toils  of  war,  not  only  to  protect  the  riffbts  of  man- 
kind, but  oar  own  individual  Liberty,  and  now  when  the  war  is  ap- 
parently drawing  to  a  conclusion,  we  shall  reluctantly  leave  the  work 
unfinished  for  which  we  have  made  so  many  Sacrifices,  but  the 
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adTsnoed  price  of  Jereiy  necemary  will  not  leave  it  in  our  power  to 
eootinue  in  a  Service  in  which  we  are  so  much  interested^  unless 
Bome  provision  shall  shortly  be  made  for  lis.  Belying  on  your  Ex- 
cellency's jn8t|De  &  liberality  of  Sentiment  we  are. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

your  Exoelleneies 

most  obedient  and 

most  Hnmb.  Serv**, 

Jamss  B.  BkiD|  Haj'r,    ^ 
James  Hxron,  Oapt 
Tho.  Pbt,  Capt. 
J.  DuNOAic,  Capt. 
Wm.  Stuart,  Lt 
Andbiw  Lu,  Ens. 
L.  Manning,  Ens. 

DireeUd, 

His  Exeellenoy  Joseph  Beid,  Esq'  Prendent  of  the  Honble  Oonn- 
eil  of  Uie  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Iryhation  07  Fbbnch  Ministeb  to  Pbbb.  &  Ooungil, 

1779. 

The  Bfinister  of  France  presents  his  Compliments  to  the  Presidenty 
the  Members  and  Secretarys  of  the  supreme  Council  of  Pensylvania, 
and  begs  their  favour  of  their  Company  at  Fridai  next^  to  dinner,  at 
finir  o'clock. 

Jkdanedf 
1779  rec'd  DecF  15th,  Invitation  of  the  Minister  of  France. 

Direeiedf 

To  the  honnorable  the  President,  Members  and  Secretarys  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  Pensylvania. 


Vol.  Vni.--8 
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Fbes.  RiSD  TO  Dkleqaibs  in  CoNa&i^i  1779. 

In  Council, 

PhUad.  Deo'r  15th,  1779. 
Gentlemeni 

It  18  with  great  Concern  we  are  obliged  to  call  your  Attention  from 
other  important  Duties  to  those  immediately  affeotiog  the  Interests 
&  Hottoar  of  this  State  in  its  relative  Capacity  to  that  of  Virginia. 
It  cannot  be  unknown  to  you  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  not  only 
from  a  due  Respect  to  the  RecommeDdations  of  Congress,  but  from 
the  Disposition  &  Temper  of  its  Citizens  have  manifested  the  most 
Sinoere  Desire  not  only  to  settle  all  Disputes  of  Territory  in  the  most 
amicable  Manner  but  to  forbear  any  irritating  Measures  &  even  to 
suppress  such  Resentments  rather  than  injure  the  common  Cause  & 
Tiolate  the  Union  so  necessary  in  the  common  Defence — Actuatedby 
these  Principles  we  have  seen  the  State  of  Virginia  in  progressive 
Sneroaohments  advancing  upon  the  old  allowed  Territory  of  this  State 
taking  Possession  &  otherwise  establishing  themselves  on  Lands  ever 
deemed  &  considered  as  the  Property  of  Pennsylvania  untill  1/  Dun- 
more  in  the  Extravagance  of  his  Views  &  Designs  set  up  Claims  which 
in  their  In&ncy  were  reprobated  by  those  who  now  have  thought 

{roper  to  adopt  them.  We  have  constantly  recommended  to  the 
nhabitants  of  those  Settlements  a  Forbearance  of  all  Acts  of  Vio* 
lenoe  &  Hostility  k  even  passive  Acquiescence  under  Injuries  in  full 
Expectation  that  our  Candour  &  Moderation  would  have  produced 
reciprocal  Return.  We  have  made  frequent  Proposals  of  amicable 
Settlement,  Suspension  of  acts  of  Jurisdiction  &  in  short  pursued 
every  Measure  which  led  to  Peace.  After  much  Delay  on  the  Part 
of  Virginia  a  Proposal  for  friendfy  Accommodation  was  accepted, 
Compiissioners  mutually  appointed  met  at  Baltimore  &  amidst  recip- 
rocal &  strong  Professions  of  Friendship  &  Harmony  signed  an 
Agreement  by  which  a  Boundary  Line  was  established  at  least  30' 
Miles  Westward  of  the  Territory  claimed  in  Consequence  of  U  Dan- 
more's  Violence  k  Injustice — xhis  Agreement  has  been  laid  before 
the  Assembly  of  this  State  &  received  a  solemn  Ratification  of  which 
Notice  has  been  sent  to  the  Qovemment  of  Virginia.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that  an  Agreement  entered  into  on  the  last  must  have  beeii- 
in  due  Course  laid  by  the  Commissioners  before  their  Constituents, 
k  we  have  not  the  least  Reason  to  believe  it  has  been  rejected,  tho* 
we  do  not  know  that  it  is  confirmed.  In  this  State  of  things  the 
Transactions  referred  to  in  the  inclosed  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Scott  an  Member  of  this  Board  have  taken  Place — ^We  shall  not  make 
any  Remarks  thereon  least  the  Expression  of  those  that  are  most  just 
&  obvious  might  indicate  too  strong  a  Resentment  &  furnish  a  Pretence 
for  farther  Violence.     But  the  Repetition  of  Injury  must  naturally 
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produce  Consequences  of  the  most  serious  Nature  which  we  sicerelj 
deprecate  &  it  is  oar  mbst  earnest  Wish  to  avoid — we  have  therefore 
thought  it  our  Duty  to  laj  this  Matter  before  you  as  the  Represen- 
tatives of  Pennsylvania  in  the  great  Assembly  of  America  convened 
for  the  Purposes  of  general  Union  &  common  Defence  that  you  might 
take  their  Sense  thereupon  &  that  we  may  avail  ourselves  of  their 
Jadgment  &  Influence  if  they  conceive  the  common  Interests  of 
America  injured  thereby.  At  the  same  Time  we  shall  make  such  a 
Remonstrance  to  the  State  of  Virginia  as  the  Interests  k  Honour  of 
this  State  re<}iiire — ^if  these  should  be  inefTectual  we  trust  we  shall 
stand  jastified  in  the  Eyes  of  Qod  &  Man  if  availing  ourselves  of  the 
Means  we  possess  we  afford  that  Support  &  Aid  to  the  much  injured 
k  distreased  Inhabitants  of  the  frontear  Counties  which  their  Situa- 
tion k  our  Duty  requires.  And  we  trust  our  Brethren  in  the  common 
Cause  will  not  impute  to  us  any  of  the  Consequences  which  may 
affeoi  them  in  the  farther  Progress  of  this  unhappy  Dispute — when 
they  see  that  no  new  Claim  is  made  by  us-^no  Disturbance  on  our 
Part  of  any  Person  who  professes  himself  a  subject  of  Virginia  but 
on  the  other  Hand  amicable  friendly  Settlement  not  only  desired  but 
■ought  ft  as  we  hoped  happily  attained. 

The  People  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland  are  now  waiting  with 
great  Anxiety  ft  the  Express  is  detained  for  the  Purpose  of  carrying 
back  the  Proceedings  that  may  be  had  in  this  important  Business. 
Should  Congress  therefore  think  proper  to  come  to  any  Resolution, 
thereupon  you  will  communicate  it  to  us  as  soon  as  possible — We 
cannot  conclude  this  Letter  without  expressing  our  Concern  thai 
when  this  State  just  recovering  from  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy  ft 
of  Depredation  is  called  upon  for  its  utmost  Exertions  to  support  the 
Continental  Army  when  our  trade  is  repressed  by  a  severe  Embargo' 
for  that  Purpose,  a  severe  Bystem5)f  Taxation  commencing  when  the 
Inhabitants  of  our  Frontier  have  been  groaning  under  all  the  Calam<' 
ities  &  distresses  of  an  Indian  War^  our  publick  Burthens^  are  thus 
wantonly  ft  cruelly  increased  bv  those  who  call  themselves  our  Breth- 
ren. In  Conformity  to  the  Wishes  of  Congress  we  have  not  entered 
upon  the  sale  of  any  of  the  vacant  Lands,  but  as  the  Money  expected 
from  the  Sales  are  we  fear  the  principal  Cause  of  all  their  Difficulties 
unless  the  like  Respect  can  be  obtained  from  Virginia,  Necessity  will 
oblige  us  to  go  into  that  Measure  without  Delay  as  the  low  Price 
of  Lands  in  their  Office  fi  the  Maricet  it  affords  seduce  our  Inhabit- 
ants, fix  them  in  an  opposite  Interest  ft  oblige  many  of  those  who 
hold  under  Pennsylvania  to  take  Grants  for  the  sake  of  Peace. 

I  am  Gent.  &o. 

DxrecUd, 
To  the  Honble  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  in  Congress. 
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Copt  of  a  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington. 

Giroular. 
Morris  Town,  December  16th,  1779. 

Sir, 

The  sitaation  of  the  Army  with  respect  to  supplies  is  beyond 
description  alarming.  It  has  been  five  or  six  weeks  past  on  half 
allowance,  and  we  have  not  more  than  three  days  bread  at  m  third 
allowance  on  hand,  nor  any  where  within  reach.  When  this  is 
exhausted  we  most  depend  on  the  precarious  gleanings  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Country.  Our  Magazines  are  absolutely  empty  every  wherei 
and  our  Commissaries  entirely  destitute  of  money,  or  credit  to 
replenish  them.  We  have  never  experienced  a  like  extremity  at 
any  period  of  the  War.  We  have  often  felt  temporary  want  from 
accidental  delays  in  forwarding  supplies ;  but  we  always  had  some- 
thing in  our  magazines  and  the  means  of  procuring  more.  Neither 
one  nor  the  other  is  at  present  the  case.  This  representation  is  the 
result  of  a  minute  examination  of  our  resources. 

Unless  therefore  some  extraordinary  and  immediate  exertions  be 
made  by  the  states  from  which  we  draw  our  supplies  there  is  every 
appearance  that  the  Army  will  infallibly  disband  in  a  fortnight. 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  this  candid  view  of  our  situation  before 
your  Excellency,  and  to  entreat  the  vigorous  interposition  of  the 
state  to  rescue  us  from  the  danger  of  an  event  which  if  it  did  not 
prove  the  total  ruin  of  our  affairs  would  at  least  give  them  a  shock 
from  which  they  would  not  easily  recover  and  plunge  us  into  a  train 
of  new  and  still  more  perplexing  embarrassments  than  any  we  hftve 
hitherto  felt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  - 

with  perfect  respect 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON.* 
*  See  Answer  page  54. 
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Sec.'y.  Matlack  to  Capt.  Qbddis,  1779. 

Philadelphia,  T>e<f.  16, 1779. 

Sir, 

Immediately  after  joa  gave  me  the  certificate  signed  bj  M'  Hale 
I  laid  before  the  Council  the  Deed  sent  in  by  you.  The  Deed  con- 
tains not  one  line  or  comer  and  every  member  of  the  Council  now 
present  are  clearly  of  Opinion  that  such  cannot  be  signed.  I  give 
yon  the  earliest  notice  of  this,  in  order  that  no  suspicion  of  a  delay 
on  my  part  in  this  case  may  have  the  least  foundation,  as  it  would 
really  give  me  pleasure  to  forward  any  business  of  yours  as  soon  as 
il  IB  in  my  power  to  do  it  consistent  with  my  duty  to  the  public 

I  am  Respectfully 

your  humble  servant. 

T.  M.  Sec. 

Directed, 
To  Cap*  Qeddia. 


Opinion  of  Jonathan  D.  Sbbgkant  Esq,  1779. 
8', 

The  Commissioners  unacquainted  with  Law,  are  at  a  Loss  what 
Construction  to  put  7*^  Section  of  the  Act  of  General  Assembly  for 
rusing  the  supplies  for  the  year  1779, 

Suppose  A  Assessor  of  a  Ward  or  Township  calls  on  B  to  take  a 
return  of  his  Taxable  property,  B  refuses  to  give  anv  Account ;  Is 
that  considered  an  intention  to  screen  his  property  m>m  Taxation, 
and  in  that  Case  ought  B  to  pay  fourfold  for  the  whole  of  his  Estate. 
If  not,  what  penalty  does  B.  incur. 

I  think  in  thb  Case  according  to  the  words  of  the  Law  B  ought 
to  be  assessed  fourfold  for  the  whole.  The  Legislature  could  never 
intend  to  punish  a  partial  Concealment  &  let  a  total  Concealment 
go  unpunished. 

JONA.  D.  SERGEANT.^ 

16  Dec.,  1779. 

Indonement,  • 

1780,  Rec*  Januarv  10*",  Opinion  of  Attorney  Q^n*  on  the  7th 
Section  of  the  15  Million  Tax  Law. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  244. 
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Seo'y  MAiiuiCE  TO  Gso&as  Sxevbhson,  1779. 

PhUadelphia,  Dec  17,  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  19th  of  Not'  came  to  haod  yesterday  and  was 
immediately  laid  before  the  Coaocil.  The  Conduct  of  the  Agents  ia 
the  sale  you  mention  has  the  full  approbation  of  that  board. 

It  will  be  proper  for  the  Acents  to  giye  M'  Peters  a  formal  infor- 
mation that  his  claim  will  be  heard  before  the  next  supreme  Court, 
and  that  no  delay  will  be  made  in  the  decision  on  the  part  of  the 
atate,  and  at  the  same  time  requesting,  as  a  matter  of  right,  that  he 
bring  before  the  Court  the  book  which  you  mention  to  have  been 
kept  by  the  Rev'  M'  Peters.  This  information  will  leave  M''  Peters 
no  reasonable  excuse  for  delaying  the  appeal  and  if  he  should  not 
think  proper  to  delay  it,  will  no  doubt  be  a  strong  circumstance 
against  his  claim  in  a  circumstance  so  peculiar  as  this  is. 

Your  general  knowledge  of  the  land  affairs  of  the  county  of  Cqn)- 
berland  will  enable  you  to  place  this  affiiir  in  its  proper  light  before 
the  Court  which  will  be  serving  the  state  essentially. 

I  am  Respectfully 

your  most  ob*  serv% 

T.  M.  Sec'. 


OoL.  Brodhbad  to  Col.  Lochrt,  1779 

Head  Quarters,  Pittsburgh,  Dec  18%  1779. 
I>'Sir, 

I  have  received  your  fav'  of  the  13^^  instant* 

His  ExceU'y,  the  president,  had  made  me  acquainted  with  your 
authority  for  Stationing  the  Companies,  by  a  letter  I  received  from 
him  just  before  yours  came  to  hand,  together  with  the  reasons  for 
delegating  the  power  to  you. 

The  officers  have,  doubtless,  received  your  orders  to  march  to 
Hannahs  Town,  &  there  receive  your  further  orders ;  and  I  shall  not 
prevent  their  paying  the  stricf^est  obedience  to  them. 

As  to  the  Provisions,  I  do  not  know  where  they  are  to  be  supplied ; 
and,  as  you  seem  to  be  vested  with  authority  to  station  the  Troops, 
you  will,  doubtless,  be  able  to  get  them  supplied,  by  directing  your 
orders  to  the  proper  Commissaries. 

I  apprehend  it  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  that  those  poor  naked 

*  See  page  42. 
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men  should  firet  be  supplied  with  some  kind  of  Cloathing,  before 
they  are  ordered  out  of  their  Barradu  And  as  thev  are  now  under 
your  immediate  Disoretioii,  except  in  cases  of  dflbusive  operations,  I 
roq^oest  you  will  see  that  the  articles  which  I  have  furnished  them 
out  of  my  Regimental  Store  be  returned.  The  officers  can  infbtn^ 
you  what  they  are. 

I  am  mueh  obliged  by  your  kind  oSWf  and  haTO  the  honor  to  bOy 
Dear  Sir,  your  most  Obed'  Serv*^ 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD, 

Col*  oommand'g  W.  D. 

(On  public  Service.) 
To  Cot  Arehibald  Loohry,  Iiieut^  of  Westmoreland  Oonn^. 
Hon*  by  I^  Armstrong. 


CoL.  Mabstellsb  to  CoukgiLi  1779. 

Phihd*,  Dec  18*,  1779. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Sup^  Ez^  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of 
Pcnnsyv*. 

Philip  Marsteller,  of  Lancaster  County,  begs  leave  to  representi 
That  he  has  setlM  with  M'  Tumbuli  respecting  the  Flower^Thal 
there  is  a  Ballance  due  him  of  £4S99, 15<.|  in  said  Account,  as 
appears  ^  Certificate  inclosed — and  That  M'  Tumbuli  has  not  tba 
money  to  pay  him,  &o. 

He  further  represents  that  he  stands  in  need  of  about  £5200  to 
enable  him  to  pay  off  and  discharge  the  militia  of  Lancaster  County 
late  in  service,  and  yet  unpaid. 

Therefore  prays  your  Honors  to  grant  him  an  Order  for  said  tw9 
Sams  of  money. 

P.  MABSTELLEB. 

P.  S. — Provided  the  State  Treasurer  has  no  money,  an  Order  oil  the 
Loan  Office  of  thi^  State  now  kept  at  Lebanon,  would  be  Satisfactor]^* 

Your  Hon«  Hum>«  Serv*, 

P.  MABSTELLEB. 
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Col.  Oeo.  Smith  to  F&bs.  Besd^  1779' 

Montgomeryi  December  ;•  20*^,  1779. 
Sir, 

Li8t  firyday  I  held  aa  appeal  in  Oolo'  Cniry's  Battalion^  and  I 
iiikewise  Ordered  those  Men  that  had  maroh'd  in  y  two  Last  Canl'd 
Classes,  to  attend  on  Saterdaj  to  Receve  their  Boontj  as  yonr  Last 
Orders  directed ;  bnt  j*  men  in  Stid  of  being  Satisf/d  With  it,  they 
Seem'd  as  if  they  Wonld  not  have  taken  aney ;  bat  through  Per- 
Bwasions  I  got  them  to  take  y^£SO  allowed ;  but  they  Inttsted  on  y* 
other  twenty  Poands  of  R^nty  Using  this  for  their  argument,  that 
from  yonr  first  orders  promised  to  Pay  it  them  in  their  aosence ;  and 
in  an-other  Peas  that  was  published  in  y*  Newspaper  after  they  Came 
home ;  and  as  they  aotuly  Did  march,  that  their  Was  an  absenoei 
and  that  We  make  thoes  that  Did  not  march  Pay  their  full  fine, 
They  say  that  all  Justis  and  Equity  Will  Give  it  them.  This,  Sir. 
Was  their  argument,  and  Exprest  Very  Warmly.  I  Gave  them  No 
expectation  of  hoping  for  more ;  but  before  I  Could  Git  y*  matter 
Settled  any  fashion,  and  to  Git  Rid  of  their  Noys,  I  advised  them 
to  address  y*  Councel  themselves  by  Way  of  a  petition ;  they  then 
Would  Kn(m  of  a  Sertinty  Wheather  any  more  could  be  had  or  no. 
I  Would  begg  Leve  to  Say,  that  if  Councel  Should  find  that  they  of 
Bight  Should  have  y*  other  £20,  that  you  Would  not  Extend  y« 
Orders  in  a  General  Orders  for  y*  County ;  for  their  Was  but  y 
i^  &  b^  Battallions  that  hasy  *  Least  Cullar  of  y*  argument  of  absence, 
for  they  Neither  of  them  Was  to  march  till  y  Saterday  after  y* 
Countermanding  orders,  that  it  makes  a  Wide  Difference  betwean 
those  that  Was  Put  to  y*  trouble,  and  those  that  Was  not.  Excuse 
my  abrumpnes  of  Ritingi  and  I  shall  Ever  Remain  most  humble 
6ervant| 

GEORGE  SMITH,  S.  L. 
Direciedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  Presedent  of  y  Supreme 
JBzeoutive  Council  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Lbwis  Fabmeb  to  Council  1779. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

I  beg  leave  to  Inform  Council  that  a  Supply  of  Twenty  Thousand 
Pounds  is  wanted  to  pay  of  Arrerages^  and  for  the  making  of  Officers' 
Gloathing  and  Shirts. 
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I  farther  beg  leeve  to  Inform  Coanoil^  that  I  took  the  freedom  in 
a  former  Memorial  to  observe,  that  mj  paj  as  Gloathier  (viz.,  fiye 
Dollars  per  Day)  is  bj  do  means  adequate  to  the  present  Enormona 
Prices;  woold  therefore  hamblj  beg  Coanoil  would  take  it  into  their 
Consideration,  bj  adding  a  Bation  tait. 

I  am,  Gkntlemen, 

with  the  greatest,  respect, 

joor  most  Obedient 

and  very  humble  Senrent, 

LEWIS  FAfiMER. 

Phikdelphia,  December  20%  1779. 

hdonedj 

1779,  De<f  20*^.    From  Colonel  Lewb  Farmer.    Applicatipn  fbr 
£20,000. 


Prbs.  Rsbd  to  Committee  ov  Ookg&ess,  1779. 

OendemeD, 

Our  Anxiety  to  give  Relief  to  the  Army  has  induced  us  to 
dcTote  a  connderable  Portion  of  the  Time  which  has  elapsed  since 
our  Interview  to  that  important  Service,  &  we  now  send  you  the 
Result  of  our  Proceedings.  Your  Commissaries,  we  apprehend,  will 
have  no  Difficulty  in  procuring  what  is  in  Town,  but  should  there 
be  any  Hesitation  in  the  Possessors  to  part  with  what  they  have,  we 
shall  chearfuUy  give  them  our  Aid.  We  also  find  that  the  Brandy- 
wine  Mills  do,  in  all  Probability,  contain  a  very  considerable  Quan- 
tity of  Flour,  prepared  for  private  sale,  which,  on  this  Emergenoyy 
may  be  obtained.  As  the  Legislature  of  the  Delaware  State  is  now 
letting  at  Wilmington,  withiki  a  i£ry  short  Distance  of  those  Mills, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  they  will  exert  themselves  on  the  Occasion. 
T7e  shall  continue  our  Inquiries  &  render  every  Service  which  the 
Nature  &  Necessity  of  the  Case  requires. 

1  am,  with  great  Respect,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obed.  &  very  H'bble  Servt. 


8* 
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Pbss.  Rebd  to  Cha&lbs  Hall,  1779. 

PhUada..  Deeem-  21^  1779. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  27th  Ult,  is  now  before  me  ft  has  been  eom- 
monioated  to  the  Council.  The  great  Seardtj  of  Money  for  publick 
Use  has  obliged  us  to  call  upon  all  officers  who  are  in  the  Receipt  of 
publick  Monies  to  pay  what  they  have  in  Hand  &  you  cannot  at 
present  render  a  more  acceptable  Service.  The  Terms  of  Sale  of 
purchased  Estates  which  have  been  forfeited  are  to  be  strictly  adhered 
to  agreeable  to  the  within  Resolution,  which  you  will  consider  as  your 
Rule  of  Conduct  in  that  Respect.  No  Indulgence  can  therefore  be 
allowed  to  Col.  Crawford  or  any  other  Person,  as  the  Terms  were 
well  known  &  it  would  have  been  more  to  the  public  advantage  to 
have  received  a  less  Sum  with  Punctuality. 

The  Council  by  no  Means  admit  your  paying  any  Taxes  laid  after 
tiie  Sale.  The  Tax  being  then  justly  recoverable  from  the  Posses- 
sor, in  fact  there  is  a  very  great  absurdity  in  assessing  any  of  these 
Estates  unless  they  are  in  the  Hands  of  Tenants,  as  it  amounts  to 
no  more  than  taking  out  of  one  Pocket  to  put  into  the  other.  But 
in  the  Case  you  have  stated  it  does  not  admit  of  a  Doubt. 

You  will  also  observe  by  the  inclosed  Resolution  that  farther  sales 
are  to  be  forborne  for  the  Keason  therein  specified,  to  which  I  would 
add  that  you  are  desired  to  inform  us  by  some  early  Opp'  what 
Estates  yet  remain  unsold,  with  a  State  of  their  Value  as  near  as 
Vou  can— «&  also  to  remit  to  Mr.  Rittenhouse  what  Monies  are  on 
band,  with  all  convenient  Despatch. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obed.  H'ble  Servt, 

J.  R. 

.  P*  S.  Should  Judge  Atlee  give  you  any  Directions  respecting  a 
-Tract  of  Land  formerly  belon^ng  to  some  Indians  in  your  County^ 
^e  Council  request  you  to  foUow  them  &  give  your  Assistanee  in 
Ibat  Matter. 

To  Charles  Hall,  Esq.,  Agent  &o. 


Prks.  Bbbd  to  Genl.  Washikqton,  1779. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  16th  Inst.,*  advising  us  of  the  melancholy 
State  of  the  Army,  came  to  Hand  on  Sunday  Bvening,  and  was  early 
the  next  Morning  laid  before  the  Council.  Soon  after  a  Committee 
of  Congress  laid  before  us  a  Letter  on  the  same  Occasion  &  to  the 

*  Bee  page  48. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIYSS  1779.  IS 

itme  Import.  We  did  not  coDsider  it  wise  or  pmdent  to  spend  ^me 
in  unaviling  Complaints  of  Mismanagement  or  Neglect,  but  net 
endeavour  to  apply  a  Remedy.  For  this  Purpose  we  caased  Inqairr 
to  be  made  of  the  Qoantity  of  Flour  in  the  Town  k  its  Vicinity,  m 
found  a  greater  supply  than  at  first  we  expected,  the  whole  amounting 
to  2500  Barrells,  which  might  be  spared,  of  all  which  we  gave 
immediate  Notice  to  Congress,  pointing  out  the  Places  where  it  lay, 
k  offering  our  utmost  Aid  k  Assistance  in  procuring  it,  if  the  Pos- 
sessors made  any  Difficulty  to  part  with  it.  We  also  find  on  farther 
Inquiry  that  there  are  some  Quantities  of  Wheat  in  the  Brandy* 
wine  &  other  Mills,  which,  with  Attention,  may  be  procured  for 
publiek  Purposes.  The  Crops  in  this  State  are  very  far  from  being 
so  plentiful  as  was  believed  some  Time  ago.  The  Supply  of  the 
Freneh  Fleet  k  the  Draught  of  our  Flour  to  Baltimore  &  Wilming- 
ton, where  the  Embargo  has  not  been  executed  with  the  same  strict- 
ness as  in  this  Port,  has  also  very  much  lessened  our  natural  Stock. 
Added  to  this  we  supply  from  this  State  only  a  greater  Number  of 
Rations  than  the  whole  of  the  Continental  Army.  Those  drawn  in 
thb  Town  alone  amounting  to  9400,  and  that  during  the  whole  of 
this  Summer.  This  heavy  Consumption  must  necessarily  exhaust 
our  Resourees  k  prevent  our  giving  that  Aid  which  might  otherwise 
be  expected.  However  your  Excels  may  be  assured  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  our  Part  to  give  the  necessary  Relief,  whatever 
we  may  think  of  the  Causes  of  such  a  Calamity.  The  Assembly 
will  meet  in  a  short  Time  i  Taxes  are  in  vigorous  Collection  through- 
out this  State  k  if  some  fatal  unforeseen  Influence  does  not  blast  our 
Prospecta,  we  think  a  similar  Scene  will  never  present  itself. 

I  am  now  also  to  thank  your  Excelk  for  your  Favour  of  the  22d 
November,  deciding  the  Dismission  of  the  Militia,  k  for  the  favour- 
able Sentiments  it  contains  of  a  publio  as  well  as  personal  Nature. 
Happily  the  Orders  given  were  not  marching  Orders,  but  to  hold 
themselves  in  Readiness,  so  that  all  Expenee  of  Provisions  k  of  every 
other  Nature  has  been  saved,  except  the  Pay  k  Bounty  of  about  200 
Men,  which  latter  has  beet  reduced  one  third.  About  half  of  these 
were  kept  in  Pay  for  2  Months  at  the  Request  of  the  Board  of  War 
to  escort  Prisoners  to  Maryland,  so  that  we  have  the  Pleasure  of 
having  avoided  putting  the  States  to  any  Inconvenience  or  Expenoe. 
k  yet  I  flatter  myself  we  should  in  Case  of  Necessity  have  furnbhed 
as  large  a  Body  of  Men  as  would  have  been  required,  k  as  good  as 
that  Service  intitles  us  to  expect. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  very  great 

Respect  k  Regard,  Your  Excelly's 

most  obed.  &  very  H'ble  Servt. 

Indorsed,  Deo.  22. 
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Pres.  Bbed  to  Judge  Atleb,  1779. 
I>Sir, 

The  Letter  of  which  the  other  side  is  a  Copy^  we  received  from 
a  Oentleman  of  Character,  in  the  Coanty  of  Lancaster ;  as  it  seems 
to  be  a  Matter  of  some  Consequence,  the  Council  request  you  to  take 
the  Trouble  of  making  Inquiry,  &  in  Case  the  Facts  are  as  stated, 
to  forewarn  Musser  proceeding,  as  the  Lands  are  unquestionably  the 
IVoperty  of  the  State,  having  been  reserved,  not  for  rroprietary  Use, 
but  that  of  some  Indians,  who  appear  to  have  forsaken  them. — M' 
fiall,  the  Agent  for  confiscated  Estates,  will  follow  such  Directions 
as  you  may  please  to  give  in  the  Matter.^ 

1  had  promised  myself  the  Pleasure  of  seeinff  you  before  you  left 
Town,  as  I  wish'd  to  have  had  your  Opinion  &  Aavice  on  some  Matters 
of  a  public  Nature — but  your  close  Attendance  upon  Court  deprives 
your  Friends  of  the  Pleasure  of  seeing  you  so  often  as  they  wish. 
.  This  Opp'  going  immediately,  I  must  beg  if  you  see  your  Brother 
soon,  to  present  him  my  Regard,  k  acquaint  him  that  I  have  received 
his  Letter,  which  I  shall  answer  in  a  short  Time,  k  am,  with  Com* 
pHments  to  M"  Atlee  k  Family,  with  much  Esteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

_  • 

Your  most  obed.  k 

very  Hbble.  Serv. 

The  Hon.  W"  Atlee,  Esq^  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court. 


Major  Lee  to  Pres.  Reed,  1779, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  in  the  present  enclosure,  a  lef 
from  the  Clothier  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  reply  to  an  appli- 
cation made  by  me  in  accordance  to  a  late  resolution  of  Congress 
Announced  in  general  orders. 

I  pray,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  on  the  subject  of  the 
gentlemen  of  my  corps.  Subjects  of  Pensylvania  are  not  entitled  to 
equal  advantages  with  the  troops  from  that  state,  then  it  behooves 
the  United  States  to  pay  attention  to  them ;  &  your  Excellency's 
decision  will  enable  me  to  conclude  whether  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress was  form'd  to  advantage  the  objects  of  it,  or  only  to  amuse. 

Should  the  Cloathier  have  misunderstood  his  instructions,  an  order 
from  your  Excellency  to  Captain  M^Lane  in  behalf  of  the  three 
officers  from  Pennsylvania  in  my  corps,  will  fully  answer  every  purpose. 

*  See  page  54. 
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The  geDtiemen  have  received  nothing  out  of  the  liheral  rappljs  voted 
by  the  State  for  the  nae  of  their  troops ;  therefore^  I  presume  thej 
will  be  coDsidered  as  entitled  to  their  full  share  of  tne  allowance 
for '79. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Bir,  with  the  most  affectionate  respect,  jour 
Ezcellenoj'a  most  hum«  serv*| 

HENRY  LEE,  jun', 

ord.  cons*  ud. 

Mon.  Ctj.  23*  Deob',  '79. 

His  Ezoallencj,  Joeeph  Reed,  Esq. 


BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1779, 

War-Office,  Deo'  28, 1779. 
Sir, 

For  the  information  of  jour  Exoellencj  and  the  honourable  Couii* 
eil,  we  inclose  jou  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellencj  General 
Washington,  relative  to  the  eompanj  latelj  commanded  bj  cap*  Lee 
k  Gap^  Porter,  proposed  to  be  annexed  to  Proctor's  reg^* — When 
we  reedve  the  General's  final  answer,  we  will  do  ourseKes  the  honour 
to  oommonicate  the  same  to  jour  Excellencj. 
We  have  the  honour  to  be 
jour  Excellenoj's 

most  obed^  servants. 

Bj  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 
His  Elzcellencj  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Board  of  Wab  to   Pres.  Bred,  1770. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  laj  before  jour  Excellencj  and  the  honoura- 
ble Council,  a  copj  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Weltnerf  to  the  board, 
respecting  bis  disposition  of  the  Troops  on  the  Frontiers  of  Penns% 
&  am,  with  high  respect,  y  Ezoelleocj's  most  obed.  serv. 

Bj  order  of  the  board, 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Sec'j. 

Dheciedf 

His  Exoellencj,  President  Reed. 
(War  Office.) 

*  See  page  48.  f  ^^  P^ft®  ^^* 
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Pass.  Rbbd  to  Tbbasukbbs,  1779. 


P*,  Dec  24«,  1779- 
Sir, 

The  preient  ExigeDcies  of  publick  Affairs,  a  particular  Detail  of 
wbich  would  show  not  only  how  much  the  general  Interests,  but  the 
Honour  &  Safety  of  the  State  suffer  by  the  exhausted  Conditioii  of 
the  Treasury,  has  induced  the  exeoutive  Power  of  Oovemment  to 
Biake  this  special  Application  to  all  Persons  who,  having  been  em- 
ployed in  publick  Bu^ness,  have  Monies  in  their  Hands.  The 
Number  of  these  throughout  the  State  must  be  very  considerable ; 
ft,  as  there  is  no  Time  wherein  they  can  make  payment  with  more 
'Eiae  to  themselves,  we  desire  that  you  will  exert  yourself,  &  in  futh- 
fiil  Discharged  your  Duty,  as  well  as  Justice  to  the  Publick,  make 
Betum  of  all  Persons  in  your  County,  within  the  above  DescriptiMii 
who  refuse  or  neglect  your  Application.  The  Emissions  being  now 
ilopp'd,  it  behoves  us  in  our  respective  Stations  to  see  Justice  done 
our  Ootntry,  not  only  by  Oeconomy  &  Prudence  in  the  Expenditures, 
but  in  calling  to  Account  all  publick  Defaulters  by  whatever  name 
•r  Office  they  are  or  have  been  distinguished.  We  must  refer  yo« 
to  the  printed  Papers  for  our  special  Motives,  &  have  now  to  MquesI 
&  direct  you  to  cause  the  Acts  of  Council  to  be  set  up  in  the  most 
distinguished  Places,  &  to  be  read  in  Courts  or  other  publick  Occ»- 
eions---&  also  to  direct  them  specially  to  any  PersoDS  whom  you 
know  or  believe  to  fall  within  the  above  Description ;  and  in  short, 
to  take  every  other  Measure  for  this  desirable  Purpose  which  your 
Prudence  &  Judgment  shall  direct  We  have  also  sent  Directions 
to  the  Commissioners  &  others  employed  in  the  publick  Taxes,  to 
quicken  them  in  that  important  Business,  &  hope  you  will  forward 
it  as  far  as  lays  in  your  Power — infermiog  us,  from  Time  to  Time, 
of  the  State  of  vour  County  in  these  Respects,  &  we  assure  you  a  due 
Attention  will  be  paid  to  any  Representations  you  may  make  on  these 
very  interesting  Concerns. 

I  am,  Sir, 

four  Obed.,  Hbble  Serv. 

To  ,  Esq., 

Treasurer  of  the  County  of 
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Fbss.  Rsed  to  Pbothonotaribs,  1779. 

?•,  Dec  24%  1779. 

ffir, 

The  present  Bzigenoy  of  pmbHck  Aftun,  a  particular  Detail  of 
which  would  ahow,  not  only  how  much  the  general  loteresta,  but  the 
HoDonr  &  Safety  of  the  State  Buffer  by  the  exhausted  Condition  of 
the  Treaauryi  has  induced  the  executive  Powers  of  Government  to 
make  a  very  special  Application  to  all  Persons  employed  in  the  Col- 
lection &  Management  of  the  public  Taxes,  to  urge  them  to  the  Die- 
charge  of  this  neceasary  ft  important  Duty.  The  special  Motives  on 
this  Occasion  are  so  plainly  expressed  in  the  printed  Letters  aceom* 
panying  this,  that  I  need  only  refer  you  to  them,  &  request  you  to 
send  to  each  Commissioner  of  your  County  a  proportionate  Number 
of  the  Letters,  to  be  by  them  sent  to  the  several  Assessors  &  Collec- 
tors to  exdte  them  to  Dilligence  &  Expedition  worthy  the  great 
Cause  in  whioh  we  have  been  bo  long  &  successfully  engtged,  ft 
equal  to  the  present  Necessity. — ^We  recommend  them,  therefore,  to 
jour  particular  Care,  &  depend  upon  your  forwarding  them  with  ali- 
eonvement  Dispatch. 

I  am^  Sir,  Your  Obed.  ft 

very  Hbble.  Senr. 

To  ,  Esq., 

Prothonotary  of  the  County  of 


Capt.  Dayid  Zbiglbb  to  Prss.  Bebd^  1779. 

Honourable  General, 

Oreat  Uneasiness  was  among  the  Gentlemen  Officers  in  not  receiv- 
ing Tea  ft  Coffee,  or  some  article  in  Liu  of  said.  After  Informing 
them  that  it  ooiild  not  be  procured  they  all  was  Satis&y'. 

Humbly  I  beg  your  Excellency  of  a  few  Lines  to  the  Officers 
Commanoing  the  division  in  regard  of  this,  which  would  have  more 
to  say  than  if  was  Able  to  Speak  a  week  long  to  them,  and  would  take  a 
General  Satisfaction  in  the  Line.  I  am  no  Writer  to  make  Ezspretf^ 
rion  how  well  it  would  be  for  the  Gentlemen  which  takes  my  Place 
after  this. 

The  Artillery  4th  ft  11th  P.  Regiments  proposed  to  draw  from 
me  by  the  let  January.    I  therefore  send  my  Serjeant  to  PhikUU^ 
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for  forwardioff  a  Large  Cargo,  which  will  be  TranBported  by  Land 
from  Philadelphia. 

Honourable  General, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  most  humble  and 

Tery  ObediiBnt  Servant, 

DAVID  ZEIGLEB,  Capt.  1  P.  Reg't. 

Direciedy 

On  publick  Business. 

His  Sxeelloncj,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Governor  for  the  State  o^ 
Penosylvania,  Phihidelphia. 


Col.  Matlack  to  Pbes.  Rbbd,  1779. 

< 

The  Fleet  which  I  mentioned,  in  mine  of  yesterday,  oonsisting  of 
upwards  of  an  hundred  sail,  Mr.  Tilghman  tells  me  is  the  homeward 
bound  trade,  under  convoy  of  a  74,  and  two  small  ships.  The 
Transports  with  the  troops  on  board  are  still  at  the  watering  place, 
50  or  60  sail.  It  is  conjectured  these  transports  are  waiting  the  last 
hour  for  intelligence  by  the  October  Packety  which  has  been 
expected,  impatiently,  for  some  time. 

T.  MATLACK. 
Morris,  Dec.  26,  1779. 

DireeCedf 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President. 


GoL.  Matlack  to  Prss.  Reed,  1779. 

Morris  Town,  Dec.  27, 1779. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  for  Mrs.  Burgin  is  from  Head  Quarters,  and 
contains  an  order  for  provisions  to  be  delivered  to  her. 

His  Excellency,  Gen.  Washington,  has  thought  it  proper  to  pay 
her  this  attention,  and  I  must  beg  yon  will  send  Jimmy  or  Sneider 
with  the  Letter  to  her. 
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No  News  this  morniDg,  bat  a  Free  Mason  Prooeanon  intended 
tliis  day,  will  probably  delay  the  Gonrt  Martial. 

I  anil  with  the  greatest  respecti 

Your  most  obt  Servti 

T.  MATLACK. 

Direeledj 

His  Ezcellenoyi  Joseph  Beed,  Esquirei  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


James  McLbnb  to  Pbes.  Bbed,  1779. 

P*,  Dee.  27th,  1779. 

Sir, 

Beine  informed  this  morning  that  in  the  townships  Near  Oarlisloi 
in  Gamberland  Connty,  No  Collector  has  Demanded  the  fifteen  mil- 
lion tax,  (k  the  State  Being  mooh  Befleoted  on  for  Beiog  Dilatory,) 
I  submit  it  to  your  ExoeU  whether  it  woald  Not  Be  proper  for  you 
to  wiite^  or  Direct  Mr.^  Rittenhouse  to  write  to  the  treasurer  of 
Cumberland  on  the  Subject,  &o. 

I^Bemain  your  Exoely*  most 

obedient  Hbl*  Ser?t, 

JAS.  MoLENE. 
His  Ezoellencyi  Joseph  Beed,  President 


Pbes.  Beed  to  Delegates  in  Congbess,  1779. 

Gentlemen, 

I  inclose  yon  a  Beport  of  a  Committee  of  Council  upon  the  State 
of  the  Barracks.*  These  Buildings  having  been  given  up  to  the  Use  of 
the  United  States,  it  will  be  expected  that  they  be  repaired  at  their 
Expense,  &  in  this  view  the  whole  Business  wUl  probably  fall  under 
the  Direction  of  Congress,  or  their  own  executive  Board.  Should 
there  be  any  Attempt  to  refer  the  Correction  of  these  Abuses  to  the 
Authority  of  the  State,  we  desire  you  would  object  to  it.  We  can- 
not think  of  involving  ourselves  io  any  farther  Disputes  with  these 
Officers,  who  being  under  the  immediate  Appointment  of  Congress, 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  208,  211^ 


resent  our  InterfereDoe  &  in  ConsequeDce  treat  as  with  very  Uitle 
Bespec't  or  Decency ,  &  we  think  in  this  Case  it  is  noqecesearj  beoaas0 
they  are  under  the  Inspection  of  their  immediate  Superiors.  At  all 
Events  we  decline  acting  farther  than  giving  you  Information  as 
Members  of  Congress,  being  resolved  never  again  to  commit 
oujrielves  as  Parties  or  Accusers,  &  with  the  Officers  of  Congress 
incur  the  Imputation  of  indulging  private  Resentment,  when  we 
have  only  the  publick  Interests  in  View.  These  sentiments  are  m 
your  own  Government  only,  unless  any  Measure  should  be  proposed 
which  may  make  it  necessary  for  you  to  disclose  them. 

I  am,  Grent,  Your  Obed.  H'bble  servt. 


BoABD  OP  War  to  Col.  Weltnbb,  1779. 

War  Office,  Pec  28,  1779- 

Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Copy  of  the  President's  Letter,  respecting 
the.  Corps  formerly  Commanded  by  Major  Ottendorf.  It  ir  reinth 
sented  to  us  that  forty  two  men  out  of  the  different  Companies  wnoise 
times  are  at  present  near  expiring,  can  be  engaged  for  the  War. 
We  have  sent  you  recruiting  money  for  that  Purpose,  which  you  will 
deliver  to  such  of  the  Officers  (as  shall  be  agreed  on  among  them- 
selves,) who  are  to  continue  in  Service ;  the  Proportion  of  officers 
not  to  exceed  the  number  of  Men  who  are  engaged  for  the  War ; 
%  when  this  arrangement  is  made  and  the  Men  enlisted  for  the  Was, 
we  could  wish  they  would  be  annexed  to  your  Regiment,  provided 
it  would  be  productive  of  no  disturbance  among  the  officers. 

We  also  send  you  recruiting  Money  for  your  own  Regiment; 
both  Sums  amounting  to  ten  Thousand  Dollars ;  if  you  meet  with 
success,  you  may  have  more  money  by  applying  for  it. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obt.  Servt., 

By  order  of  the  board. 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Seo'j. 
(A  Copy.) 
Col.  Weltner,  Commanding  at  Sunbury. 
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jBxhbbllbb  Williams  xo  P&bs.  Bbbd,  1779. 


At  ihe  reqnesi  of  M'  Pringley  I  am  to  acquaint  yoa  of  the  oauM 
of  hm  stay  here,  which  was  owing  to  the  not  oomrag  of  Ooyernor 
lifingston  to  this  place,  who  is  ezpect'd  every  day ;  &  as  nothing 
with  propriety  oo'd  he  done  till  his  arrivaly  the  weather  setting  in 
M,  M'  Pringle  thinks  he  can't  stay  for  the  answer  that  wonld  he 
given  after  the  Governor's  arrivall.     Am,  with  due  £steem|  Sir, 

jourjnoBt  Obedient^  Hble.  Sery', 

BENSELLEB  WILLIAMS. 
Trenton,  Decern'  28%  1779. 

Hii  Ezoellenoy,  Joseph  Beed^  Philad\ 


P&B8IBSHT  BSBD  TO    HoK.   TflOS.    SOOTT,  1779. 

In  Oooncil, 

Philads  December  29%  1779. 

lySir, 

Yoor  Payonr,  by  M'  Linn^  was  duly  received  &  attended  to  aa 
its  Importance  required.  Apprehending  that  any  particular  Direo- 
tiottsfi!t)m  this  State  would  not,  in  sueh  a  Case,  meet  with  due  Respect 
k  Obedience,  we  thought  it  best  to  lay  the  Matter  before  Oongres^ 
which  we  did  by  sending  them  a  Copy  of  your  Letter,  with  such 
Remarks  as  occurred  to  us.  You  know  that  Body  is  not  very  quick 
in  its  Determinations,  which  has  occasioned  our  detaining  M'  Linn 
so  long — but  we  thought  it  most  for  the  publick  Interest  to  do  so, 
rather  than  the  People  should  be  kept  in  suspense.  After  receiving 
the  Determination  of  Congress,  we  issued  the  Proclamation,*  50  of 
which  M'  Linn  takes  up  with  him — You  will,  from  its  Import,  see 
tiiat  we  thought  it  best  to  avoid  all  irritating  Measures,  k  express 
a  Confidence  in  the  Justice  &  Honour  of  Virginia  to  rectify  the 
Measures  now  complained  of.  We  were  induced  to  do  this  as  well 
from  Considerations  aflfecting  the  general  Interests  of  America,  which 
will  be  materially  injured  by  any  Rupture  between  the  two  StateSj 
as  Information  that  the  State  of  Virginia  has  been  led  into  the  late 
Measures  by  interested,  designing  Men,  which,  upon  better  Infor- 
mation, they  may  retract;  and  that  as  it  is,  they  are  by  no  Means 
tgreed  among  themselves  on  this  Business-^so  that,  if  treated  with 
mendly  Moderation,  we  may  reasonably  hope  an  amicable  Settlement 
^notwithstanding  the  present  unfavourable  Appearances.     We  have 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  210,  218,  214. 
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sent  you  an  attested  Copy  of  the  Resolation  of  CongresSi  that  yoa 
may  commanicate  it  to  the  OommissioDera  if  they  are  yet  with  yon, 
»-and  we  would  deaire  you  to  do  it  in  form,  demanding  of  them 
whether  they  will  yield  Obedience  thereto,  &  transmitting  to  na  their 
Answer  so  authenticated,  that,  if  necessary,  we  may  lay  the  same 
before  Congress.  We  shall  also  remonstrate  to  the  Oovemment  of 
Virginia,  &  hope  that  our  E£Forts  will  be  attended  with  the  happy 
Effect  of  relieving  yon  &  the  Inhabitants  of  the  disputed  •Territoiji 
who  are  attached  to  the  State,  from  the  Apprehensions  of  further 
Oppression  &  Injury. — 

But  should  our  Mediations  &  friendly  Desires  on  this  Occasion  not 
meet  with  a  suitable  Return,  &  our  Overtures  of  peace  be  rejected, 
we  assure  you  that  the  Encouragement  given  in  our  Proclamation 
wiH  be  fully  complied  with,  so  far  as  lays  within  the  Power  of  this 
Board ;  &  we  doubt  not  the  Assembly,  which  will  soon  meet,  will 
be  equally  disposed  to  maintain  the  just  Claims  &  Jurisdiction  of  the 
State,  &  to  support  those  who  adhere  to  it  in  the  Rightful  Possession 
of  their  Property  &  Estate. — ^If  the  Line  adhered  to  by  the  Com- 
missioners shall  be  ratified  by  Virginia,  we  hope  it  will  have  an 
immediate  Effsot  in  restoring  Peace  &  Tranquility,  A.  we  shall  give 
you  immediate  Notice  thereof.  In  the  mean  Time,  we  request  yoa 
to  use  your  utmost  Influence  to  preserve  the  Fidelity  &  Attach m^ 
of  the  Inhabitants  to  the  State,  k  to  repel  the  Claims  set  up  by 
every  peaceable  Mode,  &  such  as  are  consistent  with  the  Proclamation 
aent  you,  which  you  will  cause  to  be  dispersed  thro'  the  County — 
sending  Copies  thereof  to  Fort  Pitt  M'  Linn's  Ezpences  amount  to 
above  ^600,  which  we  shall  discharge;  &  as  these  incidental  Expences 
run  so  high,  you  will  see  the  Necessity  of  making  use  of  other  Oppor- 
tunities when  they  can  be  obtained  with  safety.  We  hope  the 
Members  of  Assembly  from  your  County  will  be  punctual  in  their 
Attendance  on  the  House,  as  you  must  be  sensible  from  the  consti- 
tutional Limits  of  our  Board,  that  we  must  be  invested  with  farther 
Powers  before  we  can  give  the  adequate  Relief  if  our  Present  Measures 
fail  of  producing  the  desired  Effect. 

I  have  inclosed  the  late  News  Papers,  &  wishing  yon  better  Health, 
•0  as  to  give  your  Assistance  at  the  Board,  especiidly  if  the  Disturb- 
ances continue;  remain^ 

I>  Sir,  your  sincere  Friend, . 

&  Obed.,  Hbble.  Serv., 

JOS.  REED. 
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Col.  Bbodhbad  to  Col.  Loohby,  1779. 

Head  Quarteniy  Fittobnrgh,  Dec  29%  1779. 

The  besrers  Oaptun  Clark  and  Ensign  Oooper  with  a  recrniting 
party  will  poeeed  to  Hannah's  Town  to  recruit  some  Men  &  I  have 
DO  &mbt  but  jon  will  give  them  every  possible  assistance.  Thej 
take  with  them  an  aoc*  of  Shoes  &c.,  furnished  the  different  ranging 
Companies  which  be  pleased  to  see  replaced  oat  of  the  Articles  sent 
up  bj  the  State. 

Oar  provisions  (particularly  meat)  is  very  deficient  of  the  quantity 
I  had  a  right  to  expect  1  think  it  adviseable  to  discharge  the 
Banging  Companies  so  soon  as  they  are  mustered  and  paid  which  I 
expect  will  be  done  by  the  time  this  reaches  you. 

The  reeruiting  officers  are  ordered  to  send  up  such  of  the  men  of 
the  ranging  Companies  as  have  been  recruited  into  the  8*^  P.  Reff*. 
daring  the  war.  And  I  wish  you  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
officers  of  these  Companies  that  they  cannot  now  more  essentially 
serve  their  Coantry  than  by  encouraging  their  men  to  enlist  during 
the  war. 

K  it  would  not  be  too  inconvenient  I  should  be  glad  to  see  CaptF 
Thompson  hore  before  he  returns  to  the  interior  part  of  the  Country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Dear  sir  your  most  obed*  Serv*; 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Col*  commandg  W.  D 

P.  8.     Please  to  present  my  Compts  to  the  officers. 

D.B. 

JKreeiedy 

On  Public  Service. 

To  Col*  Aroh^  Lochry  L^  of  Westmoreland  Co^. 

Hon'd  by         I 
Capf  Clark.     ) 


Col.  Isaac  Mslchob  to  Fbbs.  Beed,  1779. 

Kay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

A  mater  number  of  Troops  are  expected  in  this  Bay  than  can  pos- 
sibly be  accommodated  in  the  Barracks,  as  there  is  no  law  in  this 
state  to  warrant  my  quarter  them  on  the  inhabitants,  I  addressed 
myself  to  the  Jostices  of  this  City  &  they  have  refer  me  to  your  Ex- 
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oelly  &  Council,  you  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the  propriety  of  my 
application  and  give  snch  directions  as  you  may  be  pleased  for  my 
soverment — ^it  intended  to  pay  the  inhabitants  for  fael  should  any 
be  oonsomed  belongiiig  to  them  or  any  fQlowUnce  you  may  judge 
proper.    I  am  with  much  Respect 

Your  Ezoellys 

most  obe  seri 

J.  MELCHOR. 

Phi.  81  Dec,  1779. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.   President  of  the  supreme 
Executive  Council  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  Lochrt  to  Col.  Brodhead,  1779. 

Hannastown,  y*  31»*  Dec.,  1779. 
Hon'  Col% 

Your  feavour  of  29***  Instant  was  handed  me  By  Cap*  Clark. 
As  for  the  stores  sent  hear  By  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  the  Cap** 
Own  Reopts  Lies  for  them.  I  do  Not  Pretend  to  take  any  Charge 
of  them.  I  Mentioned  your  Request  to  the  officers  &  Doubt  not 
But  what  they  Borroed  will  be  Replaced  as  soon  as  their  Stores 
Comes  to  hand.  The  paymaster  of  the  Rainging  Company's  is  not 
yet  arived,  or  any  orders  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  this 
State  for  discharging  these  troops.  I  flatter  myself  that  when  the 
Defenceless  state  of  this  Country  is  Represented  we  shall  have 
orders  to  Reinlist  those  Companys. 

The  officers  of  the  Rainging  Companys  are  under  the  neoeSsHy  of 
Directing  there  Orders  for  Provitions  to  Col'  John  Erwine  whome 
they  think  will  not  Be  Doubted  to  Be  a  proper  Commisary  of 
Ishues  althow  the  Board  of  ware  orderd  a  magaziap  to  be  Laid  in  at 
this  Place  to  support  these  troops,  if  that  is  Not  Done  I  am  deter- 
mined to  Represent  that  with  Every  other  Slighty  and  indifferent 
support  given  to  this  County  since  the  ware  Commenced.  And 
the  Empossibilaty  of  this  County  standing  next  summer  should  the 
Indian  Hoi^tilatys  Continue  without  that  necessary  article  of  Provi- 
tions. It  would  Be  imprudent  in  me  Circumstanced  as  I  am  to 
Order  any  thing  Conseaming  the  men  of  the  Raingers  who  are  in- 
listed  in  the  8^  P.  R.  Or  even  to  give  any  active  edcouragement  till 
I  hear  from  Counoel  who  in  that  respect  are  my  shuperiors.  But  I 
do  assure  you  it  Ever  wass  and  Ever  shall  Be  my  I^inoipal  to  Qive 

*  See  page  65. 
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Every  aanstaDoe  and  use  Every  Effort  in  my  Power  to  Every 
recrdiiiig  Party. 

A.  LOCHBY. 
A  Tme  Gbppy. 

Ifuiorsedy 

Col*  Locbry's  Letter  to  Col.  Brodhead  to  his  Letters  of  Dec  18*^ 
&  29^  1779. 


Major  Lbb  to  President  Reed.  1779. 

• 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  addressing  your  Excellency  a  few  days 
slQcCy*  on  the  subjeot  of  cloathing  for  three  officers  in  my  oorps^  sub- 
jects of  the  state  of  Pensylvania. 

I  then  transmitted  a  letter  from  Mr.  Swain,  issuing  clothier  at 
eamp,  in  answer  to  my  application  on  behalf  of  the  above  mentioned 
genUemen. 

Presuming  that  my  address  did  not  reach  your  Excellency,  I  beg 
leave  to  repeat  my  request,  to  know  whether  officers  out  of  the  line 
of  the  state,  citizens  of  the  state,  are  not  entitled  to  equal  -privileges 
k  compensations  with  the  officers  of  the  Hoe,  agreeable  to  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress. 

If  they  are,  I  flatter  myself  your  ExceUeucy  will  be  pleased  to 
issue  an  order  in  behalf  of  the  underwritten  gentlemen. 

If  the  order  can  be  complied  with  in  Philada.,  Captain  McLene 
will  receive  &  execute  it,  if  it  is  necessary  that  all  supplys  should 
come  thro'  the  state  clothier  at  camp,  I  must  request  an  enclosure 
of  your  directions  under  cover  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir^ 

with  the  most  singular  respect, 

your  Excellencys  most  ob.  Servt^ 

HENRY  LEE,  Jun.,  Ass.  Com.  ili. 
Mon.  Court  house,  31st  Dec,  '79. 

MATTflEW  IRWIN,  Surgeon. 

JAMBS  ARMSTRONG,  L«. 

JOHN  OORDON,  Adjutant— officers  in  the  partisan  corps  & 
nibjeets  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Exoeirji  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 

*  See  page  56. 
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GoL.  Brodhead  to  Captain  John  Clakkb,  1780. 

Head  Quarters;  Pittsburgh^  Jaa.  2ncl;  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  wrote  to  Col.  Lochrj  to  arrest  Captain  Thomas  Campbell,  for 
for  writing  an  Insolent  letter  to  me,  &o.  Likewise  to  procure  a  certified 
Muster  Roll  of  Captain  Irwin's  Company  &  send  it  to  me ;  and  to 
Captain  Irwin  to  send  up  the  men  of  his  Company  who  are  reinlisted 
into  the  8th  Pen.  Reg^  during  the  War.  I  have  likewise  desired 
Col.  Lochry  to  arrest  him  for  dbobedience  of  my  orders  should  he 
not  comply.  But  as  Mr.  Irwin  is  Col.  Lochry's  Father-in-law,  he 
will  probably  disobey  my  instructions,  which,  if  he  does,  I  request 
that  yoii  will  do  all  that  I  have  directed  him  to  do. 

I  hope  you  have  made  some  progress  in  recruiting  &  trust  you  will 
not  suffer  any  thing  that  may  be  said  by  the  people  about  you  to 
prevent  your  engaging  as  many  of  the  Rangers  as  you  can  during 
the  war. 

You  will  probably  see  Captain  Irwin's  men  paraded,  &  I  denre 
YOU  to  count  them,  &  among  other  things  write  what  numbers  he 
has,  &  by  oblique  enquiries  endeavour  to  find  out  how  many  are 
absent,  &  where?    Please  present  my  Comply  to  Mr.  Coussar. 

I  wish  you  great  success  and  am,  Dear  Sir,  your  most  obed*  servt. 

DAN.  BRODHEAD, 

CoL  Commanding  W.  D. 
Capt.  Jno.  Clarke. 

A  true  Copy. 
Job.  L.  Finley,  W.  B. 


GoL.  Brodhead  to  Capt.  Joseph  Irwin,  1780. 

Head  Quartors  Pittsburgh,  Jan.  ye  2d,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  Col.  Lochry  some  days  aeo,  requesting  him  to  direct 
that  the  men  in  your  Company  which  nave  been  enlisted  into  the 
8th  Pena.  Reg*  during  the  war  should  be  sent  to  join  the  Regt 
But  he  thought  it  improper  to  give  any  orders  concerning  them; 
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wberefbre  joo  are  on  the  reoeipt  of  thii  order  to  send  them  without 
km  of  time. 

I  ADii  Sir;  your  Hble  Senrti 

DAN.  BRODHEAD, 
Col.  Commanding  W.  P. 

P.  S.    Ensign  Goossar  is  at  Hannah's  Town  &  knows  most  of 
the  men. 

To  Capt.  Jos.  Irwin. 

A  tme  eopy. 
Jos.  L.  Finlej,  W.  B. 


GoL.  Brodhead  to  Col.  Lochrt,  1780. 

Head  Qnarters,  Pittobargh;  Jan.  2d,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  reci^iTed  yonr  favor  of  the  29th  nitimo. 

The  president  of  the  State  wrote  me  that  the  ranging  Companies 
were  raised  by  order  of  Congress,  bat  I  koow  of  no  Power  he  is 
vested  with  to  discharge  or  re-inlist  the  Men. 

It  would  give  me  great  Pleasure  to  see  the  men  re-inlisted,  daring 
the  War,  and  provided  for  as  other  Continental  Troops,  as  otherwise 
they  can  be  of  but  little  Service,  and  if  a  reinforcement  is  not  had 
hy  Spring,  it  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  aflford  the  Frontier  that 
protection  which  I  could  wish. 

Mr.  John  Irwin,  is,  doubtless,  the  proper  Commissary  of  issues, 
bat  if  the  Board  of  War  did  order  a  Magazine  be  established  at 
Hannah's  Town,  that  Honble  Board  did  not  think  it  proper  to 
acQuaint  me  with  any  orders  concerning  it,  but  have  probably  given 
orders  to  the  Comm'  Genl.  of  Purchases.  I  don't  know  what  yon 
mean  by  "  slighty  and  indifierent  support,"  riven  to  your  County. 
I  am  very  certain  that  your  County  has  received  much  greater  support 
since  I  had  the  Command  of  this  Department  than  any  other  frontier 
County,  and  the  late  expedition  to  which  your  County  contributed 
a  very  small  force,  was  evidently  calculated  for  the  protection  of 
yonr  County,  and  in  its  Effects  contributed  greatly  to  the  protection 
of  Bedford  &  Northumberland  Counties.  But  some  Oentlemen  may 
find  a  pleasure  in  complaint,  even  under  the  fullest  gratification.  It 
so,  let  them  be  indulged. 

Since  j&a  apprehend  an  impropriety  in  giving  orders,  agreeable 

to  my  request,  1  shall  direct  Captain  Erwin  to  send  np  the  Men,  and 

I  most  reqnest  you  to  send  me  a  Copy  oi  your  Instructions  from  the 

Vol.  VIII.- 
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president  of  the  St&to.  I  sappoee  yon  are  ButhoriBed  to  prootire  A 
oertified  Copy  of  Captain  Erwin'a  Muster  fioll,  and  I  request  yoa 
will  transmit  one  to  mo  by  the  first  opportunity,  or  deliver  it  to  Cap' 
Clark,  to  be  forwarded  by  bim.  And  should  Capt"  Joseph  Erwin 
refuse  to  send  the  Men  upon  the  receipt  of  my  Orders,  I  farther 
request  yon  to  arrest  him,  and  send  him  here  for  trial. 

I  have  just  received  a  very  insolent  and  impertinent  Letter  from 
I7aptain  Thomas  Campbell,  who,  I  request  you  will  likewise  arrest^ 
and  send  to  this  place,  where  a  General  Court  Martial  of  the  line  ill 
already  ordered,  &  he  may  have  an  immediate  trial. 

Whilst  the  Ranging  Companies  were  under  my  Command,  I  took 
all  possible  care  to  have  them  supplied,  but  I  do  not  oonceive  it  to 
be  any  part  of  my  Duty  to  provide  for  troops  who  are  under  the 
immediate  Command  of  any  other  Gentleman. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  by  the  first  opportunity,  and 
am  with  much  respect  &  esteem,  your  obcd^  Serv', 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Col.  Commanding  W.  D.* 
Directed^ 

On  public  Service. 
To  Col.  Archibald  Lochry,  Lieut,  of  Westmoreland  Co. 


Royal  Flint  to  Gen.  Washington,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  frequently  within  these  last  few  days  acquainted  Col*  Ham- 
ilton with  my  prospects  of  supplies — ^and  thought  I  had  good  authority 
for  all  I  communicated;  yet  I  now  find  the  event  does  not  precisely 
agree  with  what  I  foretold.  As  soon  as  I  was  informed  that  there 
would  be  a  failure  of  Beef  Cattle  from  the  Eastward,  I  used  the 
most  probable  methods  of  procuring  a  supply  in  this  State;  and  I 
had  reason  to  suppose  a  sufficiency  could  be  collected  to  serve  the 
Army  several  Weeks.  Proper  persons  were  employed  to  explore 
every  part  of  this  State.  They  reported  at  first  rather  indefinitely  j 
but  as  soon  as  it  was  known  they  could  expect  no  immediate  sums 
of  money,  their  re^urces  drew  to  a  point,  and  they  informed  me  with 
exactness  what  they  were  able  to  afford.  Upon  a  Calculation,  it 
appeared  their  succours  would  carry  us  nearly  to  the  middle  of  thj9 
'present  month.  They  gave  me  assurance  of  sending  on  the  suppliea 
they  had,  immediately  and,  from  the  distance,  I  had  reason  to  ezpe<i[t 
4X>nsiderable  before  this  time.  But  it  does  not  yet  come,  and  the 
Army  are  almost  perishing  for  want    It  distresses  me  exceedingly 

•  *  Sm  page  79. 
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that  I  am  obliged  to  make  this  report;  bat  I  must  mention  facta. 
My  ezpectationa  are  aa  followa : 

Barrels. 
Fiom  M'  Hooper,  in  Soasez  County,  Salt^Meat,  400 

Frooi  Pitta  Town,  .'  .50 

From  the  Counties  of  Middlesex  &  Somerset,  «  260 

700 


At  the  North  river  are  Cattle,  200  head 

In  the  County  of  Orange,  .  .  .  150 

In  Sussex,  at  least  ...  20 

In  care  of  M'  Dunhausay,  ...  50 


420 


Oar  distresses  are  known  to  the  several  persons  who  have  ehsrge 
of  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  I  am  persuaded  they  will  leave 
nothing  undone  to  forward  them.  I  have  no  absolute  dependanoe 
on  any  farther  supplies  of  meat  than  are  mentioned  above.  The 
purchasers  here  say  they  would  buy  cattle  if  they  bad  money,  of 
which  I  can  neither  give  nor  promise  them  any,  as  there  is  not  the 
least  prospect  that  any  adequate  suras  of  money  will  be  furnished 
the  department,  and  our  ereidit  is  totally  exhausted.  With  respect 
to  Bread,  I  can  only  say  that  there  is  Grain  in  great  number  of  mills 
in  this  State,  which  is  getting  ready  as  fast  as  possible,  and  will  not 
be  delayed  unnecessarily.  I  have  no  more  Bread  at  present  in  Camp 
than  will  serve  the  troops  to  morrow.  I  fear  the  Storm  will  keep 
the  waggons  from  moving,  as  well  as  the  Cattle  from  travellmg.* 

I  am,  with  Great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Ob^  Ser^i 

EOYAL  FLINT, 

A.  Com'y  Purchases. 

Morris  Town,  Jan'y  3-,  1780 
His  Exceir  J  Gen>  Washington. 

kdor$emenU 
1780;  ree*  January  14^.    Bead  in  Council  the  same  day. 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  YoL  XII.,  fC  227. 
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I4I8TRUCT10KS  OF  Council  to  Lieutenants,  1780. 

In  Counoil,  January  8, 1780. 
Inatniciions  to  the  Lieutenants  and  Sub-LieutenantSy  appointed  to 

receive  the  Becroits. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  a  Law  of  this  State,  passed  the  last  Sessions,  impow- 
ering  Council  to  appoint  an  Officer  or  Officers  for  the  Purpose  of 
receiving  the  recruits,  that  shall  be  enlisted  pursuant  to  said  Act,  we 
have  appointed  the  Lieutenants  and  Sub-Lieutenants  of  each  Countj : 
In  which  Duty  you  will  conform  to  the  following  Instructions : 

1.  You  are  to  receive  none  but  those  able  of  Body  and  fit  for 
Service,  as  Soldiers, — not  old  Men  or  Boys,  nor  Deserters  from  the 
British  Army,  or  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States,  or  Wag- 
goners engaged  for  any  Term  of  public  Service. 

2.  You  are  to  take  the  Recruits  to  the  most  convenient  Place  for 
subsisting  them,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commissioner  of  Purchases 
where  they  are  to  be  supported  at  Continental  Ezpence,  by  the  Com* 
missary  of  Issues  of  the  United  States. 

3.  Until  they  are  marched  to  such  Place,  you  are  to  subsist  them 
at  the  most  reasonable  Rate  in  the  County,  not  exceeding  Two  Shil* 
ling  and  six  pence  per  Day. 

4.  In  your  service  herein  you  will  be  allowed 

for  every  Recruit  so  delivered  by  yon 
to  the  Continental  Offioer  who  will  conduct  them  Uf  Camp. 

5.  In  case  any  Deserter  is  tendered  agreeable  to  the  4th  Section 
of  the  said  Act,  you  will  take  charge  of  him ;  and  if  by  his  own 
confession  signed  by  himself,  or  the  Oath  of  any  Continental  Offioer, 
it  shall  appear  he  is  a  Deserter,  you  will  secure  him  in  Irons  and 
send  him  to  Goal  till  the  Troops  march,  and  no  Class  is  to  be  deemed 
exempt  from  furnishing  the  Recruit,  until  such  Deserter  shall  be 
ascertained,  as  aforesaid  :  Such  Confession  or  Oath  to  be  forwarded 
to  Camp  with  the  Prisoner. 

6.  You  are  also  to  receive  ^om  the  Justices,  with  the  Recruits, 
the  Attestations  and  Certificates,  which  you  are  carefully  to  forward 
to  this  Board. 

7.  Regular  Accounts  to  be  kept  of  all  Expenditures  ;  for  reim- 
bursing of  which,  Draughts  will  be  made  by  this  Board,  when  the 
Account  is  furnished  and  approved. 

8.  In  Case  any  Recruit  shall  desert  after  Inlistment,  you  are 
immediately  to  advertise  him,  offiering  Twenty  Shillings  Specie  for 
apprehending  him ;  and  you  are  desired  to  put  the  Law  strictly  in 
Force,  against  every  Person  harbouring  Deserters,  by  which  they 
are  liable  to  pay  £5,  Specie,  for  every  Offence,  to  be  recovered  before 
any  Justice  of  the  Peace.* 

W  MOORE, 

Vioe  Prendent 
*  From  printed  handUlL 
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Wm.  Govbtt  and  Wm.  Geddes  to  Council,  1780. 

Hod.  Sir, 

We  received  your  Requisition  of  the  1**,  &  should  be  happj  in 
waitiDg  CD  joQ,  bat  the  weather  being  bad,  we  hope  will  plead  our 
nffioient  ezcnae,  as  M'  Nioholson,  our  Clerk,  can  satisfy  you  as  to 
that  yoa  desire  to  know  respecting  Geul  Arnold's  accounts,  haveing 
gone  through  the  whole  of  them  with  us. 

We  hsTe  the  Honor  to  be  your 

Honors'  Most  ob^  sery**, 

W-  GOVBTT, 
WILL.  GEDDES.* 
Treasury  office,  3  Jan.  1780. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 


I  presented  the  note  I  received  from  you,  to  Mess*"  Gk>Teit  and 
Oeddes  according  to  your  request,  and  wish  to  lay  my  sentiments 
also  before  your  Excellency  respecting  the  Memorandums  of  Oenl. 
Arnold  alluded  to,  which,  if  produced,  must  evince  the  contrary  of 
the  inference  from  Major  Franks  having  had  free  recourse  to  them 
and  his  other  papers,  viz*,  that  the  General  had  no  concerns  in  trade 
daring  his  Command  in  this  City. 

I  remember  particularly  to  have  seen  a  large  sum  credited  on  aoo^ 
of  his  **  Gftrolina  concern,"  as  he  termed  it — I  think  there  were  several 
CDtrieB  for  pieces  of  goods  sold,  and  I  am  confident  I  saw  Mr.  West's 
name  in  them  ;  Mr.  Govett  says  he  also  saw  it,  which  corroboratoi 
my  opinion,  altho'  I  cannot  remember  on  what  occasion  it  was  used. 
They  also  contained  several  other  things  of  a  commercial  nature, 
which,  if  proved,  must,  I  think,  militate  against  that  part  of  Major 
Franks'  evidence. 

I  highly  revere  the  Military  character  of  General  Arnold,  but  at  the 
tttme  time  am  desirous  of  giving  every  information  I  can  of  his  abuse 
of  power,  and  shall  be  happy  u  any  thing  I  know  can  be  of  service 
to  the  public. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  With  the 

highest  respect,  your  Excellency's 

mo.  obt.,  very  humble  serv**, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON.f 

Chamber  of  Accounts,  Jan'y  4*',  1780. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq. 

♦  See  CJol.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  page  219.  226. 
t  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol  XII.,  page  219.  226. 
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j^OABD  OF  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  Jan'y  4, 1780. 

The  board  are  fkvored  with  yours  of  yesterday,  &  retarn  tbeir 
thanks  for  yonr  Ezoellency's  atteDtion  to  the  Public  Interest — in 
oonsequence  whereof  they  have  oonversed  with  Mr.  Bright,  &  will 
endeavour  to  remedy  the  abuse ;  but  as  it  arises  chiefly  from  pecuho 
iion  on  the  road|  it  Is  to  be  feared  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to 
prevent  it. 

Inclosed  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  the  board  wrote  to  Col.  Weltner, 
previous  to  their  receipt  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Hble.  th^  CouQeil 
on  the  subject  of  Schott's  Corps. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  respeoti  y'  Excellency's 

most  obed.,  Humble  serv. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Scc'y.* 

His  Ezoellenoy,  Joseph  Beed^  Esq.^  Preudent  of  Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 


Ojut.  Ibyinb  to  Gsnl.  Gbobgb  Washinqton,  1779. 

Cranes  Mills,  Jan  y*  4%  1780. 
Sir, 

When  I  wrote  your  Excellency  the  1**  Inst.  I  had  hope  that  I 
should  not  be  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  about  provisions ; 
but  I  was  mistaken,  for  notwithstanding  repeated  promises  from  the 
Commissary  here  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  one  days 
bread  since  I  came  here  except  some  Buckwheat  and  a  little  oonii 
this  I  borrowed  from  the  inhabitants,  and  was  obliged  to  promise  to 
pay  them  in  kind.  They  have  been  very  hospitable  but  seeing 
little  prospect  of  being  paid,  my  credit  begins  to  run  low  and  they 
make  a  thousand  apologys  particularly  scarcity  for  their  families. 

My  out  Guards  croud  Expresses  on  me,  complaining  of  want  and 
in  short  expressing  fears  that  will  not  be  able  to  keep  their  men 
long  together  without  Relief. 

The  spirit  of  desertion  still  prevails  six  have  left  the  out  posts  at 
different  times.     The  detached  state  they  are  in  facilitates  their 


*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XU.,  210. 
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escape,  indeed  is  a  temptatioD.  I  aasnre  your  Excolleney  it  dis- 
IreasM  me  exceedingly  to  harass  you  with  ComplaintB  &  have  for- 
born  16  long  as  I  thiok  oonsisteot  with  my  duty — Shall  be  happy 
when  in  my  power  to  give  you  more  favorable  acoouuta. 

lam&e., 

WILL*  IBVINK« 

(Copy.) 
Direcledf 
6enL  Washington. 


Extract   of   a    Lbttbr   from    Gipnl.    Washikqtoh   to 

CoNaRESSy  1780. 

Bated,  Head  Qoarters,  Horristown,  Jan.  y*  6%  1780. 

''  It  gives  me  extreme  pain  that  I  should  Still  be  holdiog  up  to 
Congress  oar  wants,  on  the  score  of  provisions,  when  I  am  convinced 
they  are  doing  all  they  can  for  oux  Keliefi  duty  and  necessity^  how- 
ever ooostrain  me  to  do  it. 

The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  M**  Flint  the  Assbtant  Com* 
lussary  and  from  Oen'  Irvine,  who  commands  at  present  our 
advanoed  troops,  contain  a  just  representation  of  our  utuation.  To 
add  to  oar  ditficultiea  I  very  much  fear  that  the  late  violent  snow 
storm  has  so  blocl^ed  up  the  roads  that  it  will  be  some  days  before 
the  soantj  supplies  in  this  quarter  can  be  brought  to  Gamp.  The 
Troop%  both  Officers  and  men  have  borne  their  distress  with  a 

Stienoe  scarcely  to  be  conceived,  Many  of  the  latter  have  been 
ur  or  five  days  without  meat  entirely  &  short  of  bread  and  none 
but  OD  very  scanty  supplies.  Some  for  their  preservation  have  been 
impelled  to  maraud  and  rob  from  the  Inhabitants  and  I  have  it 
not  in  my  power  to  punish  or  to  repress  the  practice.  If  our  con- 
dition  should  not  undergo  a  very  speedy  and  considerable  change 
for  the  better — it  will  he  difficult  to  point  out  all  the  consequences 
that  may  ensue.  About  forty  of  the  cattle  mentioned  by  M**  Flint 
got  in  last  night^f 

♦  See  Colon.  Kec.,  Vol.  XTI.,  p.  227. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  227. 
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FbANCIS  SwAINB  to  PrES.   HEED,  1780. 

Camp  near  MorrbtowD^  Jao^  6%  1780. 
Host  Respected  Sir, 

Your  Ezoellenoy's  favor  of  the  9**  December*  I  received  hj  Col* 
Hampton,  on  Christmas  day  respecting  the  Clothing  account,  bul 
had  it  not  in  my  power  to  Concert  any  plan  with  the  Oen^  Offioen 
as  none  of  them  were  present  Gen>  S'  Clair  being  gone  to  Potsgrove 
Oen>  Waine  with  the  Light  Infantry,  Gen^  Irvine  on  Comand  ft 
Oen*  Hand  gone  home. 

I  wrote  some  time  ago  informing  your  Excellency  I  had  oom- 
pleated  the  distribution  of  the  officers  Clothing,  I  have  likewise 
(after  a  long  train  of  difficulties)  compleatd  the  distribution  of  the 
soldiers  clothing,  most  part  of  them  being  packed  up  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  it  Oc^sion'd  ten  times  the  trouble  which  it  would  have 
done,  had  they  been  pack'd  up  properly.  A  view  of  the  Invoice 
will  show  the  Irregular  manner  in  which  they  were  pack'd. 

Oen>  Wilkinson  has  received  a  quantity  of  Shoes  for  the  BoldierS| 
hope  the  small  number  which  I  brought  firom  Philad*  will  not 
hinder  me  from  receiving  my  quota  for  our  troops. 

Before  I  left  Philadelphia  your  Excellency  directed  me  not  to 
Issue  any  Clothing  to  the  Artillery  (except  the  officers)  as  Ool* 
Proctor  had  drawn  Clothing  fbr  them  in  Philad*  and  since  I  have 
been  here  some  of  the  artillery  Officers  inform'd  me,  that  Col. 
Proctor  made  a  brag  of  it  at  Head  quarters,  that  he  had  supply'd 
his  regiment  with  Clothing,  and  notwithstanding  that,  Captain 
Crai^  (who  Commands  the  Regiment,)  brought  me  a  return  of  their 
wanting.  Hats,  Vests,  Shirts,  shoes  &  Stockings,  and  have  (by  6en^ 
S^  Clairs  Orders)  supplyd  part  their  wants,  by  drawing  from  the 
Continental  store  at  Morristown.  As  Colo.  Proctor  is  in  Phila-> 
dclphia  he  can  inform  your  Excellency  what  quantity  of  Clothing  he 
drew  for  his  regiment. 

'  Last  Sunday  being  the  2'  the  month,  there  fell  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  snow,  attended  with  an  exceeding  high  wind  which  has 
fiird  up  the  roads  to  the  top  of  the  fences,  and  made  it  Impossible  to 
travel,  and  I  believe  Occasion'd  a  scarcity  of  Provisions  in  Camp. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  Very  Humble  servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINE. 

P.  S.  The  Officers  in  General  has  no  notion  of  the  Caps,  neither 
have  I  forc'd  them  to  except  of  y". 
Directed, 

On  Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President  of  the  State  Penn- 
sylvania. 

*  See  pages  84. 
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Col.  Lbwis  Nicola  to  Pbes.  Beep,  1780. 


Fire  men  who  deserted  from  the  Thtmes  frigate  the  night  ef  the 
1*  Idi*  saj  she  is  laid  np  at  one  of  the  wharfs  of  New  York }  the 
lojallist,  formerly  the  Oliver  Cromwell  &  two  armed  Brigs  are  in 
the  same  situation,  the  Rainhow  of  40  Guns  the  only  ship  of  foroe 
now  in  York  Harbour,  the  Rose  frigate  of  20  gnns  perished  on  her 
pmage  home.  Two  fleets  sailed  the  latter  part  of  last  month,  one 
for  Oork  the  other  for  the  southward  &  as  a  storm  arose  2  or  8  daTS* 
ifter  it  was  apprehended  thej  must  have  suffered  the  day  after  the 
(iepartnre  of  the  fleet  a  sloop  sailed  with  Horses.  Just  before  tbeso 
Aen  deserted  it  was  reported  that  a  40  gnn  ship  was  said  to  be  lost 
off  Egg-Harbour  supposed  to  bo  the  Romley  as  she  was  the  kst  of 
the  fleet  that  went  out  Gen*  Olinton  on  board.  The  Britania  ef  20 
fins  a  privateer  eertninly  lost  of  the  Hook  another  a  sloop  said  ia 
have  sunk,  her  mast  head  only  appearing.  The  Thames  frigate  was 
mrpriscd  by  the  Ice  &  with  diffioulty  got  to  the  whtrf.  Informanta 
do  not  know  any  thing  of  more  troops  embarking.  The  ships  toier* 
tbly  wen  manned  there  being  a  continual  press. 

Permit  ine  to  Assure  yoa 

that  I  am  with  respect 

Your  £xcelIeoQie8 

most  obed*  Serv^ 

LEWIS  NI0OLA,T.M. 

January  6**,  1780. 

Biftetedf 
To  his  Ezoellency  Joseph  Reed  President  of  the  State. 


<3oL.  LocHBBT  TO  Pre8«  Reed,  1780* 

Hannas  Town,  January  9'\  1780. 
Hay  it  please  your  Ezcellenoyy 

I  was  honored  with  your  letter  in  Council  of  Ootr  30^*  last  by 
Oipt.  Erwin. 

The  two  ranging  Oom panics  were  stationed  at  the  Eittaning  and 
Voft  Crawford,  at  mouth  of  a  Creek  called  Poeatees  Creek,  on  the 
Alkghanyj  Hiver,  which  posts  were  well  calculated  to  cover  the 
Oointry.  - 

♦  See  Vol.  Vn.,  770. 
4* 
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Col"  Brodhead,*  for  some  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  and 
without  consulting  me  or  any  of  the  Gentlemen  of  this  County 
ordered  both  Companies  to  Fort  Pitt. 

On  reoeivine  your  Excellency's  Orders  for  stationing  these  troopL 
I  made  Colo.  Brodhead  aoquainted  with  the  authority  I  was  vetted 
with,  (the  Copy  of  which  Letter  I  send  enclosed,  with  the  Originali 
of  such  as  I  received  from  him  on  this  subject,  with  copies  of  m/ 
answers  to  the  same,  for  your  Excellencies  perusal.) 

The  principal  People  in  the  County,  and  more  particularly  on  th« 
frontier,  begin  to  be  alarmed  at  his  conduct  in  strippins  that  pari 
entirely  of  troops,  and  laying  it  open  to  the  excurtions  of  the  Mvagea ; 
and  it  is  reported  the  Savages  are  drove  to  Niagara  and  Detroit,  and 
there  supported  by  the  British.  If  this  be  so  we  mav  expect  their 
visits  early  next  Spring,  and,  it  is  generally  thought  in  such  bodiea 
that  We  ^Nmnot  withstand  them.  We  cannot  even  call  out  the  Mili- 
tia of  the  County  for  want  of  Provision.  Colo.  Brodhead  will  nol 
aoffer  a  Magazine  to  be  laid  in  at  this  place,  and  has  refused  gif  ing 
the  ranging  Companies  any  snbsistanoe.  We  are  obliged  to  billet 
ibem  out  in  the  Country  by  fours  and  fives  in  a  house,  the  distressed 
Inhabitants  being  willing  to  share  the  store  laid  in  for  their  own 
families  rather  than  lei  the  men  be  dispersed ;  and,  indeed,  I  see  no 
possibility  of  standing  next  Summer  should  the  Indian  Hostilitka 
continue. 

Should  your  Excellency  think  proper  to  give  orders  for  the  rein- 
listing  these  Companies  for  one  year  longer,  the  Officers  think  it 
can  be  done  by  giving  proper  Encouragement ;  and  if  their  service 
is  not  wanted  on  this  frontier,  it  is  probable  it  may  in  some  other 
Quarter,  and  I  assure  you  my  study  shall  be  to  convert  their  service 
to  the  general  good  of  the  United  States. 

Colo.  Brodhead's  recruiting  parties  have  in  listed  a  number  of  the 
men  in  the  ranging  Companies  before  their  times  were  expired,  and 
when  the  officers  demanded  the  men  to  serve  out  their  Times  in  the 
Companies  they  were  refused,  and  ordered  to  be  arrested  and  sent 
to  Fort  Pitt  to  be  tried.  I  have  refused  to  send  them,  as  I  could 
not  see  any  right  they  had  to  be  tried  (if  any  fault  had  been 
committed)  by  those  who  had  totally  refused  them  even  necessary 
subsistence. 

Capt.  Moorhead's  Independant  Company,  that  was  raised  for  the 
protection  of  this  County  and  stationed  on  its  frontiers  for  near 
three  years  past,  is  likewise  removed  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  annexed  to 
the  8th  Pennsylvania  Kegiment.  If  that  Company  was  to  be  filled| 
which  I  think  would  soon  be  done  if  proper  officers  were  appointed^* 
and  a  magazine  to  supply  them,  and  were  stationed  with  the  two 
ranging  Companies  on  our  frontiers,  the  Country  would  be  bettei^ 
supported  and  able  to  give  a  good  assistance  to  the  Continental, 
troops  should  any  offensive  measures  be  carried  on  against  (bo 
Enemy. 

*  See  page  (S6-67,  68. 
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I  rest  these  matters  to  your  Excellency's  Considenttion,  and  beg 
leiiie  (0  sabecribe  myself, 

Your  Excellency's  meet 

obedient  hoable  serrant, 

A.  LOCHRY,  C.  L. 

IHreded^ 

His  Ezcellencj  The  President. 


Gapt.  Joseph  Ebwin  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Hannastown,  January  10*^,  1780. 

Haj  it  please  yoor  Excellency, 

I  take  this  opportunity  by  Captain  Campbell  to  inform  you  of  a 
pieoe  of  Conduct  Colo.  Brodbead  has  been  pleased  this  day  to  adopt| 
which  ifr— Capt.  Clark,  of  his  own  Rcg^,  handed  me  a  tidcet  in  the 
bDowing  words,  telling  me  I  was  under  arrest. 

«  Hannas  town,  Jan^  10**^  1780,    , 
'a)r.  Sir, 

"  I  am  ordered  by  Colo.  Danl.  Brodbead  to  arrest  you  for  detain^ 
''iog  the  Rangers  that  was  reinliated  into  the  8th  Pensa.  Regiment 
"during  the  war  from  joining  said  Regiment,  and  for  disob^ienoe 
"of  his  Orders. 

<<  (Signed,)  JOHN  CLARE,  Capt.  8th  P.  R. 

"To  Joseph  Erwin,  Esq.,  Capt  of  the  rangers.'' 

I  must  confess  I  was  not  much  surprised  at  receiying  so  eztraordi- 
ury  a  Letter  when  I  refleotdd  on  Colo.  Brod  head's  late  Conduct 
lod  treatment  of  the  two  Companies  of  Rangers  raised  by  the 
aathority  of  your  Excellency  and  Council. 

I  flatter  myself  that  since  I  took  the  Command  of  the  ranging 
Oompanj  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my  power  for  the  benefit  and 
•dfaotage  of  the  state,  and  I  trust  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
wfll  take  proper  measures  on  this  Occasion,  as  I  am  arrested  for 
ilrietly  adhering  to  my  Instruetions  and  the  County  Lieu*  directions 
by  Order  of  Council. 

C^pt  Campbell  will  inform  you  further,  and  likewise  of  the  dUi- 
ftmni  sttna^on  of  my  C<M»paiiy  for  Provision,  and  I  hope  yowP 
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Ezoellency  will  afford  my  Bnye  men  every  assistance  in  your 
povor. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  EnDellencies  most 

obediont  h'ble  servant, 

JOS.  ERWIN, 

Gapt.  Ist  Rang'g  Oompy. 
Directed^ 

On  Pablic  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Pr.  favor  of  Capt.  Campbell. 

Indorsed, 

1780,  reed.  February  10th  from  Captain  Joseph  Erwin  of  the  1st 
ranging  Compy. 


COMllIBglOHBRS  or  THB   GOVVTT  OF  PHILADELPHIA 

TO  Council,  1780. 

To' Bis  Ekcellehcy  the  President  in  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 

of  this  Commonwealth. 

The  Oommisrioners  of  the  County  of  Pbilada.  most  Bespectfiilly 
'   represent, 

That  they  are  put  to  a  particular  difficulty  in  the  levyipg  of  the 
fifteen  Million  Tax  by  the  evasive  Behaviour  of  a  number  of  Per- 
8oq$  in  .tb^  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia  who  refuse  to  give  any 
Account  whatsoever  of  their  property  made  rateable  by  the  Act  to 
raise  the  supplies  for  the  Year  1779.  The  CommissioDeiii  find  that 
in  the  said  act^  §  4,  the  Township  Assessors  and  two  Freeholders 
shall  go  to  the  dwelling  house  of  each  Inhabitant,  and  shall  by  all 
Lawfull  ways  and  means  diligently  inform  themselves  of  snch  pco* 
perty,  &o.  But  there  is  no  Clause  in  the  Act  obliging  the  Inhabi- 
tants themselves  to  declare  what  property  they  are  possessed  of.  Il 
is  true  that  in  the  §  7  the  penalty  of  paying  four  fold  Taxes  is  set 
^  such  of  the  Inhabitants  who,  in  the  return  which  he  makes  to 
the  Assessors,  shall  wilfully  conceal  any  part  of  his  taxable  property 
with  intent  to  scveen  the  same  from  Taxation.  But  the  Commis* 
fioners  are  not  dear  whether  the  visible  property  of  these  PersoiMy 
as  Houses,  Lands,  Cattle,  &c.,  for  the  sake  of  their  refusing  to  de- 
alatre  what  property  they  have,  may  be  ooneidored  under  the  aftre- 
fluMl  Aot  as  conodaled  property^  ajckd  the  posaesanr  tbanat  ohaiged 
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witk  the  foar  ibid  Tax.  The  Commisrionera  pny  the  Advice  and 
Dinetion  of  the  Council  bow  to  proceed  against  persons  refusing  as 
aforesaid^  whether  thejr  shall  be  charged  with  tbe  four  fold  Tax  or 

JOHN  BROOKE, 
FRAN'S  GURNET, 
JOS.  DEAN.* 


Opinion  of  Nicholas  Waln,  1780. 

Case. 

In  the  Act  of  Assembly  which  grants  the  four  Million  of  Dollani.' 
Gip.  105  is  the  following  Clause. 

§  7.  If  any  person  shall  willfully  ccneeali  n  the  Return  which 
be  makes  to  the  Township  or  Ward  Assessor  any  part  of  his  taxable 
Ph>perty  within  such  Township  or  Ward  with  Intent  to  screen  the 
tame  from  Taxation,  the  person  so  concealing  shall  pay  four  fold 
fnta  for  all  such  Property  so  concealed,  &c. 

Under  this  Act  the  fblFowing  Case  has  arisen  : 

A  Number  of  Persons,  who  apprehend  they  are  called  upon  to 
bear  a  Testimony  against  Wars  and  Fighting,  not  through  Obstit 
aaey,  Fraud  or  Deceit,  bat  from  a  real  Scruple  of  Conscience  decline 
n?ing  an  Account  of  their  Estates,  as  they  cannot  actively  pay  a 
Tax  to  carry  on  War,  tho'  they  do  not  use  any  Device  to  screen 
their  property  from  Taxation,  but  expect  passively  to  pay  their 
Proportion. 

Qa.  Are  such  persons  within  the  meaning  of  the  said  Section 
and  liable  to  the  heavy  Penalty  of  a  four  fold  Tax  upon  all  their 
Estate  ? 

A.  Penal  Laws  which  affect  particular  persons  are  to  be  strictly 
construed  and  not  extended  beyond  what  the  clear  Words  will  bear ; 
it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  trust  those  who  are  to  execute  Laws  with 
Power  to  create  Offences  by  strained  Implications,  otherwise  they 
might  become  as  Gins  and  Snares  to  entrap  innocent  people  and  bo 
prostituted  to  Purposes  very  different  from  what  the  Legislature 
ntendod.  The  Assembly  have  been  very  plain  in  describing  the 
Fraud  or  Offence  which  they  mean  to  have  punished,  and  I  appre- 
hend not  one  of  the  Characters  which  go  to  make  up  the  Offence  is 

*  See  the  following  opinions,  also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XII.,  p.  244,  and  p.  49 
of  this. 
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to  be  found  in  the  Case  stated.  I  know  not  by  what  Train  of 
Reasoning  it  can  bo  made  out,  that  a  peraon  who  eonscienoiously 
declines  making  any  Return  at  all  for  the  Reasons  stated  and  who 
expects  passively  to  pay  his  full  Tax,  is  one  ''  who  in  the  Return  ha 
*'  makes  willfully  oonoeals  a  part  of  bis  taxable  Property,  &c.,  with 
"  Intent  to  screen  the  same  from  Taxation.''  The  two  Cases  are  as 
distinct  in  Nature  and  Description  as  Light  and  Darkness ;  the  Act 
of  Assembly  has  Reference  to  something  done  with  a  covinous  or 
fttiudulent  Intention,  the  Case  stated  has  not  the  least  Mixture  of 
Fraud  or  criminal  Intention,  in  the  one  is  a  Design  to  screen  his 
Property  from  Taxation,  in  the  other  no  such  View.  In  short  to 
constitute  the  Offence  mentioned  in  the  Act  three  things  are  neces* 
sary.  I'S  there  must  be  a  Return  made.  2'^,  a  wilful  concealing 
a  part  3'*',  With  Intention  to  screen  the  same  from  Taxation.—* 
But  it  may  be  objected  that  giving  no  Account,  must  be  a  greater 
Offence  than  giving  a  partial  Account,  to  this  I  oppose  (upon  the 
Case  stated,)  a  well  known  Law  Maxim,  that  the  Act  does  not  make 
a  Man  guilty,  unless  the  Mind  be  guilty,  and  where  a  person  of 
sober  Life  and  good  Morals  does  declare  he  acts  from  a  mere  Motive 
of  Conscience  in  Matters  of  this  kind.  Charity  which  is  the  Perfeo* 
tion  of  Christianity  forbids  to  deny  him  Credit  and  would  induce  to 
proceed  in  the  most  lenient  Manner.  And  besides  as  the  Act  of 
Assembly  makes  no  provision  in  the  Case  stated,  it  is  Caius  omiuuB 
and  it  is  as  I  apprehend  out  of  the  Power  of  the  Commiss"  and 
Assessors  to  impose  the  Penalty ;  neither  would  such  a  Clause  to 
accumulate  Suffering  upon  oonsciencious  Men  have  been  just,  con- 
founding the  innocent  and  guilty  together.  I  therefore  conclude 
that  the  Assembly  intended  to  leave  Matters  of  this  sort  to  the 
reasonable  Discretion  of  the  Commiss'*  and  Assessors,  who  may  fall 
npon  easy  Means  of  doing  what  will  obtain  a  proper  Proportion  of 
Tax  from  such  persons  without  any  public  Disadvantage  and  more 
consistent  with  Equity,  which  is  all  that  ought  to  be  desired  For 
the  above  and  other  Reasons  I  am  clear  in  Opinion,  that  the  Penalty 
referred  to  in  the  Question  can  not  by  the  said  Act  or  by  any  Law 
that  I  know  of  existing  in  Pennsylvania,  be  imposed  upon  the  Per- 
sons stated  in  the  Case. 

Being  requested  to  sive  my  Sentiments  upon  the  foregoing  Sub- 
jectS;  which  being  as  above,  are  submitted,  &o. 

NICHOLAS  WALN. 
PhUadelphia,  Ist  Mo.  lOth,  1780. 

Note. — ^There  is  another  part  of  the  same  Paragraph,  which  clearly 
shews  the  present  Case  was  not  intended  by  the  Assembly  respecting 
the  Qualification  of  the  Witness  to  prove  the  Concealment  which  in 
Case  of  a  Refusal  officially  known  to  the  Collector^  would  be  super- 
fluous;  but  it  is  proper  for  the  purpose  intended.* 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  24i. 
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John  Hublst  to  Paes.  Sbbd,  1780. 

Lan<f,  Jan'j  lOtb,  1780. 

I  with  some  otben  haTe  become  the  purchaaen  of  an  Estate  late 
of  Mich>  AVitman,  an  attaited  Person  of  this  County.  The  Gom- 
mUsiooers  have  sold  it  to  us  subject  to  the  Leasee  thereon  which 
will  not  expire  until]  the  latter  £nd  of  April  or  beginning  of  May 
next,  untill  which  Time  they  receive  the  Rents  and  the  Purchasers 
are  to  wait  for  the  Possession,  some  of  the  Tenants  claim  even  a 
Right  to  a  Way  going  Crop,  which  tho  the  Commissioner  who  Let  it 
deues  such  a  Contract,  yet  We  will  have  to  dispute  it  with  the 
Teoiots,  as  they  haTC  sown  the  Ground : — But  what  We  look  hard 
on  is  Mr.  Hall's  informing  us  that  the  purchasers  are  to  pay  Taxes 
before  Possession  delivered  by  direction  of  the  Council,  and  therefore 
beg  tbe  Council  will  reconsider  their  directions  to  the  Commissioners 
retpeetiDg  the  Taxes,  as  the  State  not  only  possesses  the  purchase 
MuDey  but  receives  the  Rents  and  Profits  uutill  the  Commissioners 
ire  enabled  to  deliver  Possession. 

I  am,  Hon'  Sir, 

with  great  Esteemi 

your  very  hWe  Serv*, 

JOHN  HUBLEY. 

Hit  Exoelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*^,  President 
V  Charles  fiaU,  Esqr. 


Hbnbt  Hallsr  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

It  being  now  verry  near  two  Tears  since  the  Hon^>*  the  Supreme 
Ixecntive  Council  was  pleased  to  appoint  me  Waggon  Master  for 
the  County  of  Berks,  agreeable  thereto,  I  have  endeavoured  to  dis- 
charge the  duty  incumbent  on  me  from  the  time  of  said  appointment 
mtil  now ;  In  the  Interim  I  have  several  times  applied  at  different 
places  for  my  Pay  without  Success.  Col.  Morgan,  Q.  M.  Genl.  at 
this  Post  would  have  paid  me  the  Money  before  this  time,  was  he 
properly  authorised,  but  as  it  is  as  yet  impossible  for  him  or  me  to 
Ascertain  the  exact  amount  of  pay  allowed  me  by  the  United  States, 
the  Pay  of  Officers  having  from  time  to  time  been  Altered|  being 
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nnacquainted  therewith.  I  cannot  prove  my  pay  rol,  &  therefore  am 
obliged  to  lay  out  of  the  Money'a  due  to  me  on  that  Account,  suffer^ 
ing  at  the  same  time  a  considerable  Loss  by  the  depreciation  of  our 
Currency  j  imd^r  these  Circumstonces  I  beg  leave  to  Commit  this 
Matter  to  the  Consideration  of  your  Hon»»»  Boddy  praying  your  kin^ 
Interposition  therein,  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  the  exact  Pay 
fte.  due  to  me  from  time  to  time,  which  will  enable  me  to  prove  my 
Account. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Ob'  humble  Serv*, 

HBNBY  HALLEB. 

Directed, 
To  Hie  Escellency  Joe.  Reed,  at  Philadelphia. 


COMMI8SIONBR8  FOB  PROCURING  7L0UR  &C.   TO  PbSS. 

Rbed,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Commissionen  met  11th.  Inst  to  consult  among  themselves 
what  they  should  do  with  the  Salt  as  mentioned  in  the  inclosed 
Report.  It  may  perhaps  be  unnecessary  to  trouble  your  Excellency 
w^  many  particulars  respecting  some  of  the  owners  of  the  Salt  on  hanc^ 
only,  avarice,  together  with  the  various  tempers  &  dispositions  we^ 
havo  to  combat  with,  Induced  us  to  inform  your  Ezoeih^.  That 
having  an  Offer  by  John  Challender  of  £30  ^  B<.  for  Coarse  Salt  & 
£15  for  fine,  that  is  for  the  Salt  in  Stamper's  Store,  which  moat  be 
taken  thence  in  9  Days  as  the  Store  is  then  to  be  applied  to  some 
other  purpose,  the  offer  mentioned  is  an  evident  loss  to  the  Public, 
which  the  Commiss**  did  not  chuse  to  transact  without  advice  & 
direction  respecting  the  inclosed  report.  We  therefore  Beg  Your 
Exc'7  would  favor  us  with  ans*"  &  direct  as  you  shall  think  proper. 

Cap^  McCulliDch  informed  he  had  a  Bf'.  accepted  by  John  Chal- 
lender for  Salt  sold  formerly,  amounting  to  Four  thousand  &  fiv9 
Pounds,  the  Commiss'*  desired  he  would  call  for  the  money  &  retain 
the  same  in  hands  untill  His  Ezcell^  would  be  pleasM  to  order 
pecting  the  same. 

I  am  for  Commissi*. 

Yoor  Ezoelli^  most  Obed^ 

&  very  hum**  Ser* 

ROB^T.  AITKEN  Sccr'y.* 
PhUad-.  12  Jan^  1780. 

■ 

♦  See  CiA.  Bee.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  227. 
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Tlie  Gomniianoiien  beg  leaye  to  make, 

Beport  of  Salt^  which  has  nol  been  re-deliyered,  In  Meaa'*.  Barge 
k  StMBper'a  storea. 

Bekmgufg  to  Ooarte  S(Utf       Fine  SaUy 

Pelitiah  Webster,  27}  26  68| 

Stevens'a  167  167 

McHugh  15  16 

Total  in  M'.  Barge's  Store  245 1  B*«. 

Gregg  85  85 

Price  944  v94* 

Arthur  Tnston  17  i  17  J 

Cape  May  110}  110} 


ToUl  in  M'.  Stamper's  Store  807}  B^ 

245| 


Total  in  hands  of  Commis'^  not  re-deliv'  553} 

ROB'T.  AITKEN  Secr'y. 
Bireeted^ 

His  ExoeUencj  Joseph  Reed  Presid^  of  Ezc"^*.  CoanoiL 


Prbs.  or  Congress  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Philadelphia  January  12, 1780. 

Ton  will  receiTe  herewith  enoWd  an  act  of  Congress  of  this  day 
together  with  Extracts  of  three  Letters  to  which  the  Act  refers. 
These  lam  directed  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  or  in 
tbeir  recess  before  your  Excellency  in  Council,  as  also  the  other 
States  therein  mentioned  and  to  urge  in  the  most  pressing  manner 
tbii  Immediate  Supplies  of  provision  be  by  those  several  States  sent 
to  the  Army. 

After  the  facts  stated  in  the  papers  endos'd  persuasion  &  impor- 
tuiity  seems  unnecessary.  The  Army  must  soon  disband  unless 
mpplied  with  provision.  That  cannot  be  obtained  at  the  present 
G(mJQnction  of  Affairs  without  the  aid  of  the  several  States  now  called 
upon.  The  Country  abounds  with  the  necessary  resources,  but  private 
gain  seems  the  only  object  to  many  Individuals  without  any  Concern 
for  the  public  Safety. 

Congress  have  taken  proper  Measures  to  have  Justice  done  those 
States  that  shall  afford  present  Supplies:  The  Exertions  of  New 
Jersey  are  already  called  forth  on  this  occasion.  Must  it  be  said 
^  oar  Army  disbanded  for  want  of  provision  in  the  midst  of  plenty  if 
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Sinco  the  resignation  of  Commissary  Wadsworth  the  aid  of  Chf 
States  ifi  absolutely  necessary  to  afford  Supplies  until  snob  time,  u 
matters  are  put  in  a  proper  train  which  I  trust  will  not  be  long. 

I  have  the  honoor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  Ezcy's  hble.  Servt. 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON*  President 

IHrecUdf 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


In  CoDgressi  Jan'  12th,  1780. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  5th  install 
from  General  Washington  inclosing  a  Letter  of  the  3d  from  Bojal 
Flint  Ass^  Com^"  and  one  of  the  4^^^  from  Brig'  Oen*  Irwine  brooghi 
in  a  report,  whereupon.f 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Letters  as  far  as  they  respeet 
the  distress  of  the  army  from  the  want  of  provisions,  be  sent,  with 
all  possible  diq>atoh  to  the  Legislatures  or  in  their  recess  to  the 
supreme  Executive  Councils,  of  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Nen 
York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  and  that  they  be  respectivelj 
urged  in  the  most  pressing  manner  to  send  immediate,  suppliea  d 
provisions  to  the  army. 

B^ztract  frem  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

Indorsed^ 
Kead  in  Council  the  same  day. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  228.  &  answer,  p.  87. 
f  See  pages  70.  74.  75. 
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Council  to  Pbss.  of  Conqress,  1780. 

In  Coanoil,  Philadelphia  Jan'j  15"^.  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  encloeing  an  order  of  Congress  of 
the  same  date  and  other  papers  were  jesterdaj  received  and  laid 
before  this  board. 

Thfi  information  which  had  been  reoeivedi  a  few  days  before,  of 
the  dhtress  in  which  the  army  was  involved  from  the  want  of 
profiaons,  had  indaced  the  Council  to  issue  an  order  to  the  Com- 
Biaaioners  appointed  bv  law,  to  assist  the  purchasing  Commissary  of 
Ike  United  States,  to  give  him  every  possible  aid. 

This  occasioned  a  further  enquiry,  how  far  a  temporary  supply 
ooold  be  procured  in  the  city ;  but  there  does  not  appear  to  be, 
pro?isions  of  any  kind  in  the  city  beyond  the  usual  and  neoessary 
raphes  for  the  dtiaens,  except  only  a  quantity  of  flour  in  the 
fomesion  of  M.  Holker,  Consul  of  France,  which,  if  the  necessity 
tf  the  army  should  be  extreme,  may  probably  be  obtained  of  him 
hj  in  application  from  Congress  and  the  Flour  replaced  in  time  to 
answer  his  purposes. 

From  the  many  inoonveniencies  and  dangers  which  would  arise 
fiom  suoh  a  mode  of  proceeding,  we  cannot  suppose  it  to  be  the 
desire  of  Congress  that  Council  should  appoint  purchasers  of  pro- 
Tiaons  for  the  army ;  indeed  it  appears  to  be  unnecessary  as  there  is 
iitUe  reason  to  doubt,  but  that  under  the  appointment  of  Congress^ 
i  person  accustomed  to  the  purchase  of  flour  would  be  able  to 
procure  all  the  flour  which  Pennsa.  can  afford  on  terms  more  advan- 
ttgeoua  to  the  United  States,  and  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
ikrmer  than  in  the  present  expensive  mode.* 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  Congress,  that  on  application  from  the 
Commissary  or  quarter  master,  this  Council  will,  as  they  have  always 
done,  cheerfully  and  zealously  exert  every  power  committed  to  them 
to  give  effectual  and  timely  assistance  to  the  United  States,  on  all 
occasions  and  more  especially  on  emergencies  such  as  the  present. 
There  is  but  too  much  justice  in  the  observation  which  you  make 
that  private  gain  seems  the  only  object  of  many  individuals,  with- 
out any  concern  for  the  publick  safety,  and  although  the  extra- 
ordinary efforts  upon  too  frequent  emergencies,  and  the  great  incon* 
Tcniences  which  arise  from  every  unsuccessful  attempt  to  prevent 
%  further  depreciation  of  paper  money,  fall  with  a  double  weieht 
on  the  most  zealous  friends  of  liberty,  yet  we  dare  assure  you,  that 
the  great  body  of  the  people  retain  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
liberty,  and  a  spirit  of  patriotism  which  will  induce  them  to  enforce 
tach  measures  as  shall  appear  to  be  necessary  to  support  the  great 
oause  in  which  we  are  engaged. 

*  Bee.Col.  Bee.  Vol.  XIL,  page  228. 


88  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1780- 


Council  to  Lieutenant  Samuel  Hunter,  1780, 

In  Coaocil, 

Philadelphia,  Jan'j  19,  1780. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  29th  of  December  last  was  this  day  handed  i 
the  Council  by  Andrew  Culbertson,  Esqr.,  the  Petition  and  menu 
rial  of  a  Committee  of  your  county  was  presented  by  him  a  ft^ 
days  before. 

The  Council  have  had  great  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  fironCifln 
and  especially  the  county  of  Northumberland,  which  is  nndonbtadl 
exposed  to  danger  and  difficulties,  which  require  the  atteotioo  < 
the  state.  You  know  sir,  thai  in  a  case  of  such  extensive  ooim 
quenoe,  and  attended  with  such  a  heavy  expenoe  as  the  adopting 
plan  of  the  kind  mentioned  in  the  memorial ;  the  Council  have  nc 
authority  to  proceed  without  the  direction  of  the  representatives  i 
the  people,  even  should  they  fully  approve  of  it.  The  Oenen 
Assembly  stands  adjourned  to  this  time,  and  will  probably  make 
house  in  a  few  days,  when  the  memorial  shall  be  laid  before  ilMi 
for  their  consideration,  which  is  all  the  Council  can  at  present  do. 

There  cannot  be  a  doubt  of  the  General  Assembly  taking  tl 
matter  into  their  immediate  consideration,  and  adopting  the  BkM 
effectual  measures  for  your  relief. 

You  may  assure  the  freemen  of  your  county  that  this  county  wi 
cheerfully  do  every  thing  in  their  power  for  the  protection  of  jei 
county.* 

Directed^ 
To  Samuel  Hunter,  Esqr.,  Lieutenant  of  Northumber'd  Conntj 


Ira  Allen  to  Council,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  20th,  1780. 

Honored  Sirs, 

I  Doubt  not  but  your  Excellency,  &  most,  if  not  all  your  Hono 
have  heard  more  or  less  of  the  Controversy  subsisting  between  tl 
State  of  New  York  on  the  one,  &  the  State  of  Vermont  on  the  othi 
Port ;  and  as  it  is  thought  by  some  to  indanger  the  Internal  Pcm 
of  America,  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  observations  thereon ;  an 
first,  said  Controversy  was  occationed  by  the  undue  influence  • 
Governor  Colden  and  his  adbeorance  at  the  Rotten  Conrt  of  Britau 
in  1764,  by  obtaining  jurisdiction  over  that  Part  of  the  then  Ad 

*  See  GoL  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  220, 284. 
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riooe  of  New  Hampehire,  sitoate  to  the  west  of  Gonoectieat  Rireri 
and  bj  the  nndae  Exercise  of  the  same,  in  Uijing  subsequent  Pat- 
teos  00  those  antisedantly  derived  from  New  Hampshire,  in  Prejudice 
to  the  first  Grantees  &,  Settlers,  and  by  the  undue  Exercise  of  law 
to  bring  abonte  their  vile  and  mercinarj  Purposes,  by  which  means 
the  Contending  Parties  were  greatly  Exasperated  towards  each  other, 
iDd  had  appealed  to  armes  before  the  Present  Revolution. 

At  which  time  the  Inhabitants  of  the  now  State  of  Vermont  took 
inieti?e  Part  with  their  Country,  thinking  to  swallow  up  their  old 
Qoarrel  with  New  York,  in  their  General  Conflict  for  Liberty. 

Since  which  time  said  Inhabitants  have  assumed  to  themselves 

Smoogst  the  Powers  of  the  Earth)  that  Inestamable  Blessing  of 
eiven,  siyil  Government  ^on  the  same  Grand,  Original,  Basis,  or 
Great  Rule,  of  Eternal  Rigot,  that  the  other  free  States  of  America 
did,  and  on  which  a  number  of  the  Present  Powers  of  Europe  re- 
Tolted  from  the  Kingdoms  to  which  they  paid  allegiance),  and  have 
GoTemed  their  Intimal  &  External  Police  by  the  same  more  than 
thieeyeara. 

Tet  the  uneasy,  and  never-to-be-contented  Citizens  of  New  York, 
kre  IndcAvonred  to  surprise  Congress   into  a  Determination   of 
that  Important  Controversy  in  their  favour,  and  as  they  would  have 
it  Exparta  (Thereby  to  carry  into  Execution  the  reduction    of 
Vermont,  an  Enterprise  they  attempted  some  years  ago,  and  could 
iH)t  Effect,  and  which  their  own  Militia  seam  not  inclined  to  under- 
tike),  which  has  Occationed  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont 
to  Publish  a  Vindication  of  the  Opposition  of  said  Inhabitants  to 
the  Government  of  New  York,  and  their  Right  to  assume  Govern- 
ment, and  exhibit  some  of  said  Vindications  to  Congress,  and  to  the 
Legislature  of  Each  of  those  States,  and  to  the  Principal  Officers 
of  the  Continental  Army,  for  their  Consideration. 

The  Citizens  of  Vermont  view  themselves  virtually  in  Union  vrith 
the  other  free  States  of  America,  ever  since  they  took  Ticondaroga, 
Crown  point,  &c.,  in  favour  of  the  United  States,  and  have  from  the 
beginning  of  this  War,  and  are  still  willing,  to  furnish  their  Quota 
of  men  in  the  field,  and  have  offered  to  Congress  to  Pay  their  full 
Proportion  of  the  Expence  of  the  War,  when  the  Policy  of  America 
will  admit  them  a  seat  in  Congress. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  Controversy  was  not  Occationed  by 
the  Present  Revolution,  But  subsisted  many  years  before.  Conse- 
quently it  doth  not  Equally  Effect  Congress  to  settle  it,  as  tho.  their 
own  measures  had  given  rise  to  it.  The  Citizens  of  Vermont  will 
cheerfully  submit  to  all  the  Disadvantages  that  doth,  or  may,  attend 
them,  by  not  having  a  seat  in  Congress,  nntill  the  Present  troublea 
shall  subside;  Rather  than  to  Crowde  for  it,  while  it  might  be 
thought  Prejuditial  to  the  Common  weale  of  the  America  Empire; 
jet  they  consieve  themselves  justly  intitled  to  a  seat  in  Congress, 
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and  will  not  bcII  their  Birthrite  for  a  mess  of  Potage^  as  ProfiuH 
Easau  did. 

I  am  with  doe  Kespect, 

your  ExcelleDcies  &  Honors 

most  obedient  Ham'ble  serv't, 

IRA  ALLEN.* 

N.  B.  In  the  vindication  I  herewith  Exhibit,  there  is  no  mention 
made  of  the  clames  of  the  States  of  the  3Iassachu8etts  Bay,  or  New 
Hampshire,  as  they  were  not  announsed  to  Vermont  on  the  23d  o) 
August  last,  when  said  vindication  was  Published^  But  will  be 
shortly  done,  and  Published  in  a  similar  manner. 

L  A. 
Directedf 

To  bis  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  &  Hon'ble  Gonacil. 

Indortementf 

From  Ira  Allen^  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  Road  in  Connml, 
January  25.  T.  M.,  Secretary. 


Monsieur  IIolker  to  Prbs.  Reep,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  the  23  January,  1780. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  your  application  for  money  in  behalf  of  Um 
agent  commissioned  by  the  Council  &  your  Excellency,  to  receiTC 
all  the  flour  purchased  for  the  u^  of  the  fleet,  commanded  by  |di 
Excellency  d'Estaing,  I  ordered  a  sum  of  117  thousand  pounds  k 
be  paid  unto  William  Turnbull,  Esquire,  I  should  have  continued 
making  further  supplies,  if  a  Committee  of  Congress  had  not  de- 
manded  the  greatest  part  of  all  the  flour  on  hand  for  the  use  of  the 
army,  under  the  obligation  of  accounting  with  the  state  for  Uu 
Bame,  or  of  advancing  the  necessary  sums  to  obtain  a  Reimplacemeiii 
thereof.  On  the  IGth  or  17th  November,  952  barrels  were  deliverec 
in  Consequence  of  this  arrangement  to  the  Continental  Commia 
saries  as  it  also  appears  that,  since  your  Excellency's  circular  lettei 
of  the  11th  November,  Little  or  no  flour  has  been  forwarded  Bj 
the  State  Commissioners  for  the  use  of  the  Navy.  It  Beoomei 
doubtfuU  whether  I  can  expect  any  farther  Supplies.  If  this  shonlc 
be  the  Case  I  should  be  uselessly  in  advance  with  the  agent  of  y 
Council  for  60  or  70  thousand  pounds,  since  500  barrels  of  Horn 
have  not  yet  been  transmitted  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  I  therefbn 
have  the  honor  of  Requesting  the  favor  of  Being  informed  By  yoQi 
Excellency  what  expectations  I  may  entertain  of  further  suppliea 

*  Referred  to  in  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  232. 
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k  if  none  are  to  be  obtained,  that  your  Ezcellenoy  will  please  to 
kt  me  know  wbeo  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State  for  Bal- 
knee  of  aooonnts  wfll  be  agreeable. 

I  proffit  with  pleasure  of  this  opportunity  to  subscribe  myself 
with  sincerity  ft  Respect, 

yonr  Excelleney's  most 

obedient  &  very 

huimble  servanti 

nOLKER.* 

Dirededf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President. 

Indonemeni, 
Bead  in  Council,  January  25. 

T.  M.,  Secretary. 


COMMISSIONEBS   OF  ViBQINU  TO  TflOMAS  SOOTT,   1780. 

Mr.  Scott, 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  application  of  yesterday  we  beg  you  wou'd  in- 
fonn  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania,  that  we  shall 
e?er  pay  the  greatest  respect  to  a  recomendation  of  Congress  as  well 
IS  to  an  application  from  the  executive  power  of  Pennsylvania  coo- 
listent  with  our  duty  as  servants  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 

We  do  not  conceive  an  immediate  application  to  us  (on  the  reso- 
Intion  of  Congress)  consistent  with  the  rules  of  propriety,  we  rather 
think  such  application  ought  to  be  made  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia 
tsder  whose  commission  we  act,  until  that  is  done  and  we  receive 
directions  to  the  contrary  we  think  ourselves  obliged  to  continue  to 
let  under  our  commission. 

We  are  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  Your  Obed*  hble  Serv««, 

Cox's  Fort,  FRANCIS  PEYTON, 

Jsn'y  21»*,  1780.  PHIL.  PENDLETON 

JOSEPH  HOLMES, 

Directed, 
Thomas  Scott  Esquire,  f 

♦  See  Col.  Roc.,  Vol.  XL,  p.  238.    See  answer  26th. 
t  See  CoL  Rec.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  23i.    Also  p.  63  of  this. 
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Treasury  to  Council,  1780. 

Treaanrj  Offioe,  JuHj  2i,  1780. 

Gentlemen^ 

We  find  by  InfonDation  ftt>m  Ephraim  Blaine  Esq',*  Gomminuy 
Oeneral  of  Parchases,  that  some  of  his  Agents  have  borrowed  moniai 
from  County  Treasurers,  and  he  now  wishes  an  Order  on  the  Stall 
Treasurer  that  he  may  be  able  to  fulfill  the  Promises  of  his  Agantk 
Drafts  have  been  made  on  the  State  for  one  Million  seTea  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  out  of  seven  million  six  hundred  tbouMl^ 
their  Quota  of  the  sixty  millions. 

We  suppose  a  Million  in  favor  of  Mr.  Blaine  would  not  be  loo 
large,  and  a  considerable  Part  could  be  negociated  withont  pnttiag 
the  County  Treasurers  to  the  Trouble  of  bringing  in  their  MoMj^ 
Though  this  mode  we  confess  is  not  the  most  approvable  in  every 
Respect,  yet  we  see  not  how  it  can  be  conveniently  avoided  in  tM 
present  instance  we  shall  wait  your  Notice  before  We  give  the 
warrranty  and  are 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  most  Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  GIBSON, 

By  Order. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Hon'ble  the   Sap 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rea,  YoL  XII.,  p.  234. 
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InUBH  OV  OfFIOXBS  &  P&I80VEB8  Of  WaR,  1780. 


)fieen  ft  Prisonen  of  War,  noder  Thos.  Bradford  Comm' j 
» of  PeonaylnmiA  25tli  Jan^  '80. 


HderSy 

iAinii, 


mIhiop^ 


Bank. 


■J 
nttg. 

Fi^laiid, 
•dnoti 

AiiiiaDB, 

nij, 

I<BII06| 

■ke, 

•»» 
»J. 

DMHl, 

t.  Child. 

igbtman. 

inltp,  Lt. 

mm,  Cap 

tie, 

Irie, 

NnreUj 

nteri 

tedenoDi 

aBidalei 


Oapfn. 
P.  Master. 

do. 
Pasaengeri 

do. 
Gaptaini 

do. 
Passengeri 
GaptaiD, 
PaaaeDg'r^ 
OaptaiD, 
Lient'i. 
2d  do. 
Gap :  Mas. 
S.G.  Master, 
Capt'n. 
GaptaiD, 

do. 
Licut't. 
SurgeoDy 
Capt'n. 
P.  M'r. 

do. 
Licat't. 
M :  S'man, 
P.  Master, 
Lieut't 


CaptaiD, 
PasseDger^ 

do. 
GaptaiQi 
Lieut' t. 
PasseDger^ 
Gaptain, 
P.  M'r. 
GaptaiD^ 


Vessel. 

When  taken. 

Where  Lodged. 

Impertinent , 

Jnne  10th  79. , 

James  Smiths 

do. 

do.          i 

Ootl. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Reoovery, 

August  20th. 

Sam'l.  Sirerts. 

do. 

do. 

near  Q.  Burial  G. 

Polly, 

do. 

Beck's 

Terrible, 

Mr.  8.  SwerU 

Riobmond, 

Septem'r  Bd. 

Maryland 

Two  Friends 

do. 

R.  Turners 

do. 

do. 

D.  Beran's 

Bavardi 
do. 

S.  Swerts 

do. 

J.  Lillillier 

do. 

Goal 

do. 

Goal 

do. 

John  Patteson 

Molly, 

Sept'r.  25th. 

S.  Swerts 

Try  ton, 

do. 

Minerva. 

da    13tb. 

Sam'l  Swert's 

do. 

do.      do. 

Goal 

do. 

do.     do. 

Sam'l  Swert's 

Hope,    . 

Octob'r  4th. 

Wm.  Ducbee 

Benjamin, 

do.    7. 

Goal 

LangoleOi 

do.    9. 

Hackinsack 

do. 

do. 

Goal 

Antbony, 
Qolden  Rose 

do. 

D.  Bovan's 

Mercury, 

Swains 
MoGormick 

William, 

Boyles 

do. 

New  York 

do. 

John  Richards 

Sutherland, 

Goal 

Mercury, 

do. 

Sutherland, 

Labateauz 

Lexey, 

Garsons 

Betsey, 

Goal 

Polly, 

J.  Pembertons 

dif  t  Tcssels 

• 

Qotl. 

vnL— 6 
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Wm.  Scull  to  Pbes.  Brro,  1780< 

J 

Reading,  January  26^,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  obtained  permission  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington  in 
September  last  to  quit  the  Geographical  departinent  in  whicti  I  had 
assisted  M'  Erskine  since  January  1778,  in  hopes  I  might  procure 
flome  establishment  in  my  native  state,  as  I  then  understood  tb« 
Proprietary  Estate  waa  to  be  regulated,  and  the  Land-Office  opened 
on  a  new  fonndatioti.  The  Commander  in  chief  and  Jl'  Elrakioe 
have  given  me  certificates  of  their  approbation  of  my  conduct  as  a 
n^ilitary  Surveyor,  which  1  can  produce  to  your  Excellency  at  any 
time  you  would  chuse  to  see  them.  I  was  brought  up  in  the  Sur- 
veyor General's  office  under  my  Grandfather  Nicholas  Scull,  formerly 
Surveyor  General  of  this  state  k  have  been  in  the  practice  of  that 
business  ever  since,  until  1  entered  the  Line,  which  my  dangeroua 
state  of  health  obliged  me  to  leave. 

I  should  be  very  dad  if  your  Excellency  should  think  I  have  any 
pretensions  to  a  birth  in  the  Surveying  way  whenever  the  officers 
shall  be  arranged  &  that  1  might  hope  to  have  the  honour  ef^  your 
Exoellency'a  countenancing  my  application. 

I  am  Sir 

your  Excellency's  obed*  humble  Serv*, 

W.  SCULL. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  President  of  the  Council  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 


pRES.  Reed  to  Mr.  Holkbr,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  January  26%  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  23'*  Inst,  has  been  diity  laid  before  the  Board 
&  M'  Tumbull  the  Agent  directed  to  wait  on  you  to  give  you  aack 
satisfaction  on  the  subject  as  his  Acquaintance  with  it  &  the  Senti* 
ments  expressed  by  the  Board  will  enable  him  to  do.  As  we  are 
very  sensible  of  the  Embarassmenta  of  Congress  in  the  Article  of 
Supplies  we  shall  do  all  in  our  i^ower  to  conduct  the  Matter  in 
Conformity  to  their  Views  &  your  Desires.  When  M'  Tumbull 
has  ascertained  the  Ballance  the  Cbuncil  will  give  the  requested 

*  See  page  90. 
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Order.  As  to  £irther  Supplies  we  fear  the  late  Bemaods  of  CoogreM 
will  put  it  Teiy  mMh  oot  of  oar  P^wer  to  oosplj  with  joiir  Desires 
OD  that  Head.  But  as  the  Gommissioiiers  maj  have  some  Floar  on 
Hand  psrohased  on  jour  Acooont  we  shall  put  it  into  yoar  Dispond 
we  must  refer  joa  to  M'  l^uniball  for  Informatioo  of  his  Prospects 
OQ  that  Head.  The  Thirst  for  an  exorbitant  Price  &  the  maojr 
Btteulti^  that  seemed  to  be  taissd  to  enhance  it  indneed  us  to 
coitttennnkl  the  Orders  for  Porohases;  hoping  ^t  when  th%' 
Bpptrent  Expenee  &  Necessitj  eeased  there  would  be  a  Reduction  of  r 
InnMS. 

Ism  Sir  * 

with  much  Bespeet  ft  Ragart 

Tour  most  Obed.  Bbble  Ser?, 

The  Hon.  M'  Holker. 


Col.  Lswis  Nicola  to  Prks,  Rbed,  1780, 

Sir, 

Two  Oerman  Deserters  who  left  New  Tork  the  16*^  ins^  mj  the 
Garrison  consists  of  4  Hessian  2  Anspach  ft  2  English  re^;^  under 
the  command  of  Gen*  Kniphausen^  No  packet  lately  amyed  that 
tliejkDOW  of.  Nombers  desert  now  the  river  is  frozen  oyer.  When 
the  tlarm  of  onr  people  being  on  Staten  Island  reached  New  York, 
I  Detachment  of  50  men  from  each  regiment  was  drawn  out  but 
ooald  not  effect  a  passage.  PrQvisions  plenty  bat  wood  scarce. 
Two  deserters  from  otaten  island  say  that  two  regiments  arrived  from 
Long  Island  the  day  after  our  people  returned  to  the  Jerseys. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yon  that  I  am  with  respect 

Your  Excellencies 

most  Obed*  serv», 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  H.     , 
Jvkr  27^  1780. 

tHrtcUdf 

To  His  SxceUency  Joseph  Beed  Prendent  of  the  Sute. 


.  I'} 
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BoABD  o»  War  to  De.  Joh.  Potts,  1779. 

War  Office,  Jtnj.  27, 1780. 

Sir, 

Id  Answer  to  your  Letter  on  the  Sabjeot  of  Clothing  for  the  ned-. 
ieal  Department  we  inform  yon  that  were  we  aathoriied  to  diatribnta . 
the  Clothing  to  your  Department  there  ia  none  in  Store  for  our . 
Authority  to  operate  upon.     We  never  had  Money  or  Orders  from. 
Congress  to  provide  Cloathing  for  Offieers  either  of  the  Line  or  Staff  ft 
tho  we  have  repeatedly  pressed  the  wants  of  the  Officers  Congress  have 
not  been  pleased  to  inform  us  on  the  Subject.    At  present  the  State 
of  the  public  Finances  precludes  the  possibility  of  purchasing  in 
sufficient  Quantities  &  we  have  the  greatest  Reason  to  believe  thai 
a  large  Supply  will  speedily  arrive  from  Europe.     Perhaps  these 
Reasons  prevail  with  Congress  for  witholding  their  Directions  on 
the  Bussiness. 

We  are  Sir 

your  obed.  Servant 

RICHARD  PETBRS, 

By  Order. 

IHrecied. 

jy  Jonathan  Potts  Director  of  the  Hospitals. 


Bbnj.  Bltth  to  Prks.  Reed,  1780. 

i 

Sbippensburg,  Jan'y  y*  28,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  my  Last,  which  I  think  was  oiv  the  1 8th  of  this  Instant|  t 
mentioned  to  your  Ezoellency  the  Difficulty  that  the  recovering  of 
State  Property  is  attended  with.  In  a  Late  Sute,  for  I  C  bused  that 
^^y>  giving  the  Civil  Magistret  full  opportunity  of  Executing  the 
Law  with  its  Penaltys,  notwithstanding  the  offender  Put  Defiance 
both  to  the  Magistret  &  Me,  on  this  Presumtion,  that  the  State  mnst 
Prove  Property,  which  Mode  would  give  offenders  an  uportunity  of 
Escaping  with  impunity.  I  hope  the  Militia  Law  now  Framing 
will  be  Explicit  on  that  Subject.  Maney  of  both  State  &  Continen- 
tal Arms  are  unmarked  but  yet  well  known  by  their  make ;  the 
fradant  Posesar  of  which  if  put  to  tho  proof  would  Deliver  up  to 
Such  Proper  officer  as  might  Demand  them.  Publick  Frads  are 
ruinous  to  aney  State,  and  it  must  affect  Every  good  Sitesin  to  see 
them  Preveal,  &  Espesaly  an  officer  whos  Deuty  it  is  to  be  guardeain 
of  in  his  spheer  of  the  Publick  Property. 


In  the  Late  Gall  of  the  Militia  from  our  Coanty  to  Northamber* 
land  County,  tkerv  waa  no  Promioo  made  By  the  Continental  offi* 
oen  whoa  Buaineea  it  waa  to  snply  the  Troopa  on  the  Sairioe  with 
amoniiiony  whioh  Cane  I  sepose  your  Exoelincy  haith  been  made 
aqaent  with,  which  Befisancy  was  Suplyed  by  me  out  of  8am  State 
amonition  that  waa  under  my  Care  f  the  Quantaty  waa  fifty  Poniida 
ef  gvB  Powder  k  two  hundred  poonda  of  Leada,  Igiye  thk  notice  on 
Plmamtion  it  may  be  of  Sanrioe  in  Settling  State  Aooonnta^ 
I  am  yoor  Eseelan^a 

moat  obedant  Hn^  Serr*, 

BENJ-  BLTTH. 

His  Ezoelancj  Joeeph  Seed,  Esq*,  Presidant  of  the  Snpraam  Bx- 
eoQtiTe  Coitndi  of  the  State  of  PenayWany. 


Thos.  Bradford  to  Council,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  28th,  1780. 
Hiy  it  pleaae  the  Comncil, 

In  Compliance  with  your  Commands  of  the  26th  Inst^  I  am  to 
ioform  yon  that  agreeable  to  your  Order  of  decem'  last,  founded  on 
the  Report  of  Dr.  Rush,  that  Captain  Papley  waa  ill,  I  took  the 
Captains  Parole  and  he  remained  at  his  dwelling  till  I  was  informed 
by  the  Doctor  he  was  perifoetly  recovered,  and  mippoalng  that  the 
Idea  of  Council  was,  that  he  should  remain  on  Parole  till  hia  health 
waa  reatored,  and  no  longer ;  therefore  on  thought  of  Doctor  Rush, 
and  Knowing  Captain  Papley  was  in  a  family  from  whence  seTet%l 
PiiaoBers  of  war  had  absconded,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  return  him 
la  aoon  as  I  was  informed  he  was  well. — As  for  M'*  Papley'a 
Bepreaentation  of  hia  being  in  a  weak  Condition,  it  is  only  thrown 
aot  to  deoeiye. 

I  wou'd  not  presume  to  offer  my  Sentimente  with  respect  to  Cap- 
tain Papley'a  Kxchimge,  but  as  Captain  Arm;^tage  ia  said  to  be 
detained  in  New  York,  sufferiuffon  Board  a  Prison  ship  and  denied 
the  Liberty  eyen  of  a  Prison  Yard,  I  would  beg  leave  to  Propose 
that  Captain  Papley  shou'd  be  allowed  to  go  into  N.  York  provided 
Captain  Armytage  is  first  sent  out  in  Exchange  for  bim. 

inclosed  is  a  list  of  the  Prisoners  of  War*  agreeable  to  your 
Order  reeeired  a  few  days  since, 
lam. 

May  it  please  the  Council, 

the  Councils  Humble  Serv^ 

TBO  BBADFORD,  • 
ComwoTPki^v. 

«  Sea  pii«9  9^^  ;  Also  OdI,  &««.,:7eL  SL,  p.  241. 
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OoNaBBSs  TO  Pbss.  RnDy  1780. 

Secretary's  Officei  FeVj  lat,  1780. 

I  now  eBehwe  ytm  Um  Jonrnab  of  Coogreti  which  will  oomplool 
the  seU  for  jronr  State  to  the  firat  of  Jaanaiy,  1780.  Hocaate 
they  will  he  printed  in  monthly  pamphleti^  whioh  ahall  ba  regularly 
sent 

I  itake  the  Ubeiiy  of  reminding  yon  of  the  reqnest  in  my  letter  of 
20th  Nov  last,  to  which  I  have  not  been  honored  with  ap  aaawif. 
.fht  reqneat  therein  contained  is  not  auggeated  by  idle  onrioai^  bat 
a  desire  of  promoting  pabUc  utility  an4  the  eaose  of  Amanda. 
I  am.  Sir, 

with  due  reepeel, 

your  hum.  Serv%  . 

CH A.  THOMSON. 

IKreeUdf 

His  ^ceU'y  The  P^eipdeut  of  the  SUte  of  Pennsylyania. 


BoiftD  ov  Wak  to  Pass.  Rkbd,  1780* 

War  Of&od  F«b>  2, 1780L 

'  In  1778  Oon^ress  passed  an  order  requiring  the  Board  of  War  lo 
collect  all  the  military  trophies  belonging  to  the  United  States,  lii 
oonsequenee  thereof  the  Board  directed  Ool*  Flower  to  collect  thenli 
but  his  embarrassments  &  want  of  health  preyented  the  immediats 
~a;cecution  of  the  order.  The  Board  have  lately  repeated  it ;  «ad 
request  your  Eicellency  and  the  hon^*  Goundl  irill  cause  to  be  4^ 
liTered  to  Col*  Flowi^i^s  order  such  trophies  as  are  in  your  pot- 
acpiion.* 

We  ii^Ye  the  honour  to  be 

jour  ]^;cceUeD^y's  most  obed*  serr*, 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PIOKBRINO. 
Directed^ 
H^  Bxeettm^j  jtbe  J^rfsident  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
WjffCMLoa. 

«  8eaCeL  Ba^»  ¥oL  Xn.,  ^  til. 
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Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Pbbs.  of  Cokqbbss,  1780. 


InCooncflf 

PUkd%  F^ntarj  8d,  1780. 

Ik  Ptoeeedingt  of  Ike  Saprema  Exeomtiye  GbaaoU  of  Praif  jl?^ 
k  the  due  of  Major  Aoq'  Arnold,  koweTer  ain«praaeBted  Irf  toiiie 
k  Biniidanftood  by  others  originated  (torn  the  ConpLunii  of  the 
Uibilaoti  of  the  State,  who  apprehended  themielYee  iojiired,  k 
A^od  efioiaUy  fnr  Bedross.  The  ill  advieed  Befnaal  to  fa^ye  any 
OiNDBuiiiioHtion  with  the  oiYil  Authority  oo  that  Sabjeot  led  to  other 
Meaiares,  which,  however  vaiioasly  oonatnied,  will,  we  hope,  piOp 
daoe  this  happy  Eieet,  tfatt  both  Giril  and  Military  Powers  will 
find  their  Tnie  Interest  in  prestrving  perfect  Harmony  &  Correspon- 
deooe,  more  esfveeiaUy  upon  all  Inquiries  tending  to  correct  pnblick 
AboNs. — ^We  do  not  think  it  proper  to  affect  Ignorance  of  what  is 
tb«  Subjeot  of  pobliek  OoDversation — &  the  Sentence  of  the  Conrt 
Martial  leading  to  impose  a  Mark  of  fieprehensioQ  npoo  Qeo.  Arnold 
we  find  his  Safferings  for  and  Services  to  his  Country  so  deep]  v 
impressed  on  our  Minds  as  to  obliterate  every  opposing  Senti- 
ment, i  therefore  beg  leave  to  request  that  Congress  will  be  pleased 
to  dispense  with  that  Part  of  the  Sentence  whioh  imposes  a  publick 
Genanre  &  msy  most  affect  the  Feelings  of  a  brave  &  gallant  Officer. 

In  the  Assertion  of  onr  own  Rights  we  wonld  not  forget  the  jnst 
Pretensions  of  others  to  publick  Gratitude  &  Attention,  and  as  we 
^pe  Oen.  Arnold's  Merits  &  Services  will  be  remembeied  when  all 
Objections  to  his  Conduct  are  Ions  forgotten,  we  shall  find  a 
iWure  in  preaenring  the  Memoiy  of  the  former  while  we  endeav- 
ov  to  eJB^  that  of  the  latter.  Influenced  by  these  Considerations 
pennit  me  Sir,  in  the  Name  of  the  Board  at  whioh  I  have  the 
BoDoor  to  preside,  to  intreat  you  to  lay  our  Bequest  before  Con- 
^^en,  as  well  as  to  subsmbe  myself  with  the  greatest  Respect  & 

Sir,  Tour  Obcd. 

k  ftstj  HVUe  8etF. 


100  PENNSYLVANIA  ABGHIVES  1780. 


GoL.  Nicola  to  V&bb.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Sir, 

A  deserter  who  left  the  goardship  last  friday  saya  the  Falmovi 
packet  &  Vultiire  sloop  from  Jamaica  arrived  foar  days  before.  Tl 
men  of  the  gnardship  haal'd  their  cutter  over  the  ice,  &  got  ( 
board  the  packet  which  dow  lies  in  the  Narrows,  &  briofs  aoi  s 
count  that  it  was  reported  in  England  25,000  freneh  had  eatihn 
Hanau.  Two  nights  after  the  attempt  on  the  goard  ship  by  Mi\|i 
Lee's  corns,  the  militia  brought  a  field  piece  to  bear  on  the  stem 
the  goard  ship  ft  killed  one  man,  a  refogee.  The  vessels  deetroyi 
by  Maj'  Lee's  party  were  a  Schooner,  a  Sloop  with  live  stock  fen 
Shrewsbury  for  York,  &  the  admural's  tender.  No  news  have  hiai 
reeeived  from  the  fleet  since  they  sailed. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 

Tour  Excellencies 
most  Obed^  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  IL 
February  4%  1780. 

JXrectedf 
To  His  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  State. 


Frbs.  Bbsb  to  Nioholas  Walk,  1780. 

In  Council, 

P%  Pebn'  4%  1780. 
To  Mr.  Nicholas  Wain- 
Sir, 

•Agreeable  to  my  Promise  I  laid  the  Case  of  Daniel  Pearot  fatft 
the  Council  this  morning.  I  believe  every  Individual  of  it  piti 
the  Case  of  these  Persons,  but  there  is  a  Difficulty  in  giving  t 
desired  Relief.  For  upon  looking  into  the  Supplement  of  t 
Militia  Law,  we  find  a  power  given  to  the  Lieutenant  &  Sub  Lie 
tenant,  which  having  been  exercised,  we  apprehend  any  Injury  sv 
tained  thereby  must  be  redressed  in  the  usual  Courts  of  Law.  V 
find  a  Clause  in  the  Law  providing  against  Fraud  &,  Partiality  up 
which  we  doubt  not  those  who  are  injured  would  find  every  o 
disposed  to  exert  themselves  if  the  ordinary  Course  of  CompU 
was  made.  But  the  Council  are  very  averse  to  judge  in  any  soi 
mary  Way  of  Complaints  to  the  Bedress  of  which  the  Courts  of  Li 
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are  fallj  oompetent,  &  in  wbioh  Inquiry  will  be  nutdo  with  greater 
Jofltioe  to  both  Ptrties  &  the  Pnoishment  would  be  exemplary. 

Tour  own  good  Judgment  will  enable  you  to  determine  on  the 
hal  Exoeptiona  to  the  Commitment^  &  we  doubt  not  in  the  proner 
Faoe  they  will  be  duly  attended  to.  I  baye  only  to  add  farther 
tbi  eferjr  oppressive  Exeoution  of  the  Laws  will  meet  with  our 
Kttpprohitiony  ft  that  we  shall  be  much  obliged  to  eveir  Person 
iIk)  seeing  such  Practices  will  exert  himself  to  bring  the  Offenders 
to  Ponishment  'agreeable  to  the  wholesome  &  salutary  Laws  in 
Foroe  for  that  Purpose.  For  your  Information  I  baye  sent  you  the 
Uf  00  which  Pearoe  has  been  committed,  &  am, 

with  much  Bsteemi 

Tour  Obed.  ft 

yery  HbUe  sery.* 


Joshua  Eldbr  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Mij  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Sometime  last  Summer,  at  the  Request  of  the  Freeholders  of 
Vpper-Paxton,  I  attended  an  Eleetion  for  Justices  of  the  Peace  ia 
nid  District,  where  the  People  met,  ft  yery  unanimously  chose  their 
Inspector  ft  Judges,  ft  proceeded  to  elect  Men  for  Magistrates. 
Wben  the  Election  was  finished  ft  the  Numbers  cast  up,  it  appeared 
tiiii  Captain  James  Murray  ft  James  Clark  were  highest  in  Vote, 
W  because  the  former  liyed  on  the  south  side  of  Peters-mountain 
the  Majority  of  the  Judges  ft  Inspector  wou'd  not  make  the  Report 
to  CoQDoil. 

The  Inhabitants  still  continue  much  distressed  for  the  Benefit  of 
the  law,  some  of  them  having  to  come  upwards  of  thirty  Miles  to 
Justice  Oreen  or  myself. 

The  Election  was  fair  ft  Just ;  I  understood  there  had  been  due 
Notice  giyen,  as  I  heard  no  complaint  at  the  time.  I  wrote  the 
^^vertiaements  myself  ft  desired  the  Constable  of  the  Township  to 
bpene  them.  The  Election  was  held  above  the  Mountain,  ft  the 
^•f  part  of  the  Voters  lived  there  is  certified,  at  the  desire  of  the 
■eetorsjby 

your  most  Obedient 

ft  humble  Servant, 

JOSHUA  ELDER. 

Puton  b^  Febsr,  178O. 

.  To  The  honorable  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Execa- 
tiTe  Counoil  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  244. 
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David  Espy,  to  Prbs  Rebd,  1780, 

Bedford  5**  Febuarr,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  heretrith  send  you  the  retarn  of  an  Elleotion  of  Jiutioes  held  fot 
tlio  TowDflbip  of  Bedford.  The  iDConTeniencics  that  we  have  beeq 
Under  for  some  Time  past  through  the  want  of  Justices  anfficient  fo 
hold  Courts  can  only  be  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted  wltH 
the  scattered  situation  of  this  County.  Two  who  lived  near  the 
Town  hare  remored  out  of  the  County,  snd  there  is  now  only  one 
besides  myself  within  fifteen  Miles  of  the  Town,  and  he  being  Sob* 
Lieutenant  is^  often  abroad.  The  Consequence  is  that  widows  and 
Orphans  often  come  from  a  great  Distance  and  are  either  obliged  to 
return  without  being  able  to  call  a  Court,  or  they  must  collect  the 
Justices  from  a  great  Distance,  &  I  am  obliged  often  to  sit  as  one 
when  it  is  not  altogether  proper. 

I  am  convinced  this  Inconvenience  will  bo  remedied  by  one  of  the 
Gentlemen  now  returned  being  commissioned.  Mr.  Proctor  acted 
as  a  Justice  under  the  former  Government,  from  the  Time  the 
County  was  erected  and  gave  general  satisfaction.  He  ia  a  Brother 
tp  the  late  Counsellor  of  that  Name.  The  other  Gentleman  I  have  not 
bad  the  Opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with,  as  he  is  biit  latelj 
CK>me  into  the  County ;  but  make  no  doubt  but  that  either  of  them 
will  do  their  Duty. 

Above  a  year  ago  there  was  a  Return  of  an  Election  made  from 
this  Town  of  six.  Tit  being  the  County  Town)  only  two  of  whio& 
to  wit.  Samuel  Davidson  and  myself  were  commissioned.  The 
other  four  were  George  Funk,  Jacob  Saylor,  James  Bratly  &  Heni;^' 
Wirtz,  the  first  then  did  and  still  would  decline  accepting  of  it  if  he 
was  appointed,  because  he  does  not  write  English  well  enough. 
The  next  upon  the  Return.  Jacob  Saylor,  is  a  Man  that  wputddq 
no  Dishonor  to  the  Commission.  He  is  a  German  and  univeraallv 
esteemed  by  the  People,  calm,  steady,  honest  &  sensible.  I  had  < 
late  Conversation  with  Col.  Piper  on  the  Subject,  and  had  he  bees 
down,  the  Recommendation  that  he  would  give  him,  would  aatiafj 
Oounoil  that  he  is  a  fit  Person  to  be  appointed. 

It  mUL  bo  a  great  Obligation  to  the  Justices  who  live  at  a  Distance 
as  well  as  of  great  service  to  those  who  may  have  Business  at  specuij 
Courts,  that  two  such  Persons  as  Council  shall  think  Proper,  one  foi 
the  Town  &  one  for  the  Township  should  be  Commissionated  as  soon 
as  possible. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  humble  serv^ 

DAVID  ESPY. 
Direcied^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  President  of  the  SupreiM 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Phil» 
delphia. 

T^  Favor  of  Col.  Smith. 
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Bmq.  Gsn.  Wx.  Ikyinb  to  Pbeb.  Bbbd,  1780. 


Gamp  near  HorriBtowQ,  Feb.  6*^,  1780. 

SeirSiri 

I  pnfome  yoa  baye  heard  of  the  torpriao  of  onr  Poata  al  Bliia- 
ktktown  &  Newark.  I  believe  they  were  moat  of  the  men  Peno- 
ifWiaiana,  b«t  sot  one  offioer  of  oura.  Thia  with  the  numaroiB 
fiemtiona  baa  nade  «,deep  atroke  on  va.  I  aaanre  jon,  I  am  mmtb, 
ilinned  k  diatresaed,  — caDoot  coDceive  what  the  eaaae  ia.  Ov 
Regimenta  will  cat  a  bad  figure  if  it  oontiDiiaa  long.  Thia  leads  me 
to  enqaire  whether  anj  KeertitiDg  will  be  tried — I  think  aereral 
neo  might  be  sol  thia  spring.  1  hare  obtained  leave  to  visit  my 
hmlf  at  CarlineT^hall  aet  oat  tomorrow.  Gen.  St  Chiir  is  at 
EliMbethtovD  k  I  believe  will  remain  there  a  week  or  perhapa 
loDger. 

I  lavat  4»eQ  mora  trouble  year  Exoellenoy  in  the  Cloathloff 
badnesSy  which  I  should  by  no  means  take  the  liberty  to  do  could  I 
depend  on  the  men  whose  business  it  is.  Mr.  Swain  went  away 
vithout  informing  any  person,  &  bad  not  half  completed  his  business. 
OoL  Farmeir  haa  done  little  better^  instead  of  sending  1200  yards  of 
linen,  he  has  sent  only  100,  with  a  few  trifling  articles  which  are 
act  asMotially  neeeasary.  The  Calculations  have  been  very  erro- 
nioosy  I  suppose  occasioned  in  some  measure  by  the  Cloth  not  being 
tear  ao  broad  aa  mentioned  in  the  Invoice. 

On  a  cakulation  I  had  made  this  day  we  shall  yet  want  the 
irtieleB  in  the  inoloeed  list.  I  request  your  £seelleney  will  be  ao 
ipod  aa  to  order  Col.  Farmer  to  forward  them  with  all  posaible 
jttpeditiop,  as  our  Taylor  will  be  Idle  before  they  can  arrive. 

The  Enemy  were  to  have  asaembled  2000  men  in  800  Sleigha  a* 
jSinga  Ferry  laat  Wedoeaday  night,  perhapa  with  a  deaign  to  affent 
jmae  more  aurpriie,  some  fear  West  Point-— but  I  think  Danbary 
more  probable  where  there  are  about  500  men.  They  are  really 
NtiUating  on  na,  however  we  must  if  possible  repay  them  witii 
Interest.  I  mean  to  take  Philada.  in  my  way  aa  I  retorn  to  Camp 
wbich  aannot  be  before  the  last  of  march. 

I  am  Dr.  Sir, 

With  great  regard  k  esteem 

Tour  Ezoellencys  most  Obedt.  Servt 

W-  IRVINE. 

NB  we  cannot  get  even  a  pair  of  shoes  except  what  cornea  through 
the  itate  Cloathers  hands. 

Hia  Excellenej  Joseph  Raqd  Eaqaire. 
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Gharlis  Pettit  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  1780. 

Philad%  9**  Feb^,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  this  morning  reo*  the  Draught  of  Congreas  on  jour  Es- 
oellenoy  &  the  Connoil  of  Pennsylvania,  for  three  hundred  thousand 
-Dollars^  which  will  be  presented  herewith.  I  should  be  glad  to  bo 
infonned  as  earlj  as  possible  in  what  manner  the  money  is  to  bo 
paid,  aa  I  oannot  properly  make  the  necessary  approprktioiia  liil 
thai  is  dona,  and  tne  numerooa  oalla  upon  me  inil  oblige  ma  la 
divide  it  into  several  Parcels. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  moat  obedient 

humble  servant, 

CHABLE8  PETTIT, 
A.  Q.  M.  Oen'L^' 
Dirededf 
To  hiM  Ezoellencj  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


John  Conhollt  to  Prbs.  Rbkd,  1780. 

Germantown,  Feb'y  10th,  1780. 
Sfr,  ' 

When  I  was  favored  with  enlargement  in  January  1777, 1 
ftrther  obliged  by  the  restoration  of  my  side-arms  &  Pistds.  TSh 
wards  the  conclusion  of  March  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  pursnaal 
to  an  Order  from  the  Executive  Coundl,  &  was  very  unezpectadty 
recommitted  to  close  confinement.  My  arms,  which,  at  this  ttoM^ 
Imd  been  brought  to  the  City  by  my  servants  to  be  cleaned,  were 
left  at  my  lodeings,  at  which  place  a  disabled  Officer  then  lay,  who^ 
taking  upon  Himself  to  send  my  Portmanteau  to  the  New  Jafl, 
thouaht  proper  to  retain  the  Articles  mentioned,  together  with  i 
Deel  of  Partition,  then  in  my  custody  also.  Some  time  subseqnart 
to  this  Conduct,  it  seems  He  attempted  an  escape,  in  which  Ha 
failed,  &  was  again  made  Prisoner,  when  being  possessed  of  my 
arms  &  the  Deed  alluded  to,  they  were,  I  understand,  taken  from 
Him,  &  given  into  the  charge  of  the  Honorable  the  Executhra 
CounciL 

This  being  a  real  state  of  Facts,  &  having  done  nothing  personally 
sinoB  the  period  of  my  captivity,  to  have  forfeited  the  intended 
civility,  I  flatter  myself  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  ordei 
ihem  restored.  I  should  not  have  attempted  to  intrude  so  far  upon 
your  Excellency's  more  important  Concerns,  were  not  the  Pistols  a 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol  Xn.,  p.  246,  248. 
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pNMDt  from  a  Tery  partioalar  Friend^  which  alone  renden  me  lolioi- 
toos  for  their  Beooverj. 

I  ha?e  the  Honor  U>  be  with  great  Respecly 

yoor  Excellencj'e 

most  obed*  eerv^ 

JN*  CONNOLLY. 

Directed, 

To  hiB  Ezcellenoj  Joseph  Seed|  Eaqr.,  President  of  the  Execo- 
in  CoonciL 


Col.  Hazsn  to  Pass.  Sssd,  1780. 

Gamp,  near  Morris  Town,  Feb'/  llth,  1780. 

Major  Beidy  who  returned  yesterday  from  Philadelphia  to  Oamp, 
ks  loqoainted  me  with  his  application  to  yoor  Exeellency  Ibr  sup- 
plici  of  cloathing,  fte.,  for  a  few  officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  State, 
BOW  Serving  in  my  Reg't.  I  do  not  sensure  his  application,  because 
I  tm  persaaded  he  was  prompted  to  it  by  motives  of  mere  Neces- 
sty ;  however  hard  his  ease,  yet  there  are  many  other  officers  in 
tlM  Re^ment  who  are  equally  situated,  and  that  are  not  entitled  to 
toy  Rearess  from  any  one  of  the  United  States.  The  Copy  of  a 
Hefflorial  Inclosed  will  shew  what  I  have  done  for  the  Regiment  at 
hrge.  If,  therefore.  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
snoot,  or  if  Congress  will  not  suffer  us  to  Serve  them  on  eaual 
feoting  with  the  Army,  we  wish  to  be  Dismissed  from  their  Employ- 
iBent  The  time,  I  hope,  is  Drawing  near  when  either  a  Sisation  of 
tnneB  or  a  Union  of  Canada,  will  put  this  Regiment  on  a  very 
Different  footing.  Your  Excellency  will  remem^r  the  Opposition 
I  aide  to  the  Reduction  of  the  Regiment  in  the  year  1778,  and  I 
ttink  it  now  a  part  of  my  Daty  at  this  Time  to  oppose  any  Partial 
fv^orision  for  Officers  or  men  in  it.  Some  new  Regulations,  autho- 
nied  by  Congress,  will,  I  Dare  say,  soon  take  place  in  the  army, 
^b,  1  hope,  will  put  this  Regiment  with  the  other  loos  Corps 
(sot  trmed  or  provided  for  by  any  State)  on  proper  footing;  for 
vUeh  I  am  waiting  with  Impatience. 
I  have  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellenevs  most  obed* 

and  most  Devoted  Hum*  Serv*, 

MOSES  HAZEN. 

^>ireeted, 
To  &b  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  Governor  of  the  State  of 

PenaijiYuuA. 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  262. 
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Col.  Brodhbab  to  Pres.  Rssd^  1780. 

Pitteburgb,  Feb'y  lUh,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Id  my  last  I  wrote  you  my  reasons  for  evacuating  Forts  Arm- 
strong &  Crawford  and  drawing  in  the  rangers  to  this  post  SiQOO 
which  Colonel  Loohry  has  ordered  them  to  Hannah's  Town  k  Foit 
Wallace.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  whether  he  was  influenced  bj 
ambition  or  by  Interest  to  call  them  from  hence,  but  the  step  wvl 
very  imprudent  &  seemed  calculated  to  prevent  me  from  recruiting 
them  during  the  War  agreeable  to  Instructions  from  his  Bxcellencj 
the  commander  in  chief  (and  circumstanced  as  we  are)  to  pnt  it  oal 
of  the  power  of  the  Commissary  to  supply  them. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  Kangers*from  hence  several  Letters  have 
passed  between  Ool«  Loohry  ft  myself,  Copies*  of  which  I  take  the 
liberty  to  transmit  for  your  perusal,  and  hope  those  from  me  iiill 
l^ve  satisfactory.  I  likewise  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  GM>t" 
Ulark  and  his  answer,  also  copy  of  an  order  to  Capt*  Erwin  and  a 
copy  of  an  insolent  Letter  I  received  from  Capt*  Campbell 

Capt*  M^Intire  was  much  to  blame  for  not  makins  you  particularly 
acquainted  with  his  errand,  as  I  repeatedly  charged  him  to  do.  The 
Clothing  remains  at  the  foot  of  the  Hill,  and  the  Troops  here  are 
suffering  for  want  of  many  articles,  nor  do  I  know  that  they  oan  be 
brought  'till  some  time  in  the  Spring,  Capt*  Finley  b  arrived  and 
informs  me  that  the  Snow  is  four  feet  deep  upon  the  Mountains. 

The  recruiting  Service  is  very  dull,  &  the  Season  is  so  very  seveie 
that  the  parties  cannot  travil.  I  sincerely  wish  to  see  a  reinforce- 
ment from  the  main  Army,  for  I  am  really  apprehensive  of  a  visit 
from  Niagara,  and  this  Fort  is  not  tenable  for  a  small  number  of 
Men. 

Capt"  Erwin  upon  his  first  arrival  at  this  post  informed  me  that 
his  Company  consisted  of  forty  five  men,  but  when  I  required  a 
return  from  his  Subalterns  they  returned  only  twenty  three,  and 
laughed  at  what  their  Capt"  reported  and  declared  they  knew  of  no 
such  number  of  men  belonging  to  the  Company.  I  have  several 
reasons  to  induce  mo  to  entertain  a  very  indifferent  opinion  of  Capt* 
Erwin. 

By  one  of  our  prisoners  who  lately  made  his  Escape  from  the 
Wyandots,  &  who  has  frequently  been  at  Detroit,  I  am  informed 
that  the  new  Fort  erected  there  is  very  strong.  The  walls  fifteen 
feet  thick  &  very  high,  with  a  wide  deep  Ditch  surrounding  it — the 
Barracks  are  sunk  in  the  ground  so  deep  that  the  Hoofs  can  scarce 
be  seen  firom  without — that  the  Garrison  consists  of  450  Regulars 
>nd  that  the  Enemy  have  1800  men  besides  a  great  number  of 
Indians  at  Niagara ;  I  conceive  an  appearance  of  an  Expedition  up 

*  See  pagos  G5-C9. 
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the  SmaqnehaiiDAh  Hi? er  would  be  a  great  means  of  praMrying  the 
ftootier  of  our  State. 

His  ExceUeacj  the  Comoiander  in  chief  has  promised  me  a  re- 
inforoement  of  Siogulan  provided  eiroamstaDces  would  admit  of  his 
ietsching  Troops  from  the  msin  Army.  Should  that  with  some 
Artillery  arriTO  early  in  the  Spring,  I  shall  be  able  to  ehastise  some 
of  the  hostile  Indians  and  probably  possess  myself  of  Detroit,  but 
io  act  on  the  Defenf>i?e  with  the  few  Troops  1  at  present  oommand 
will  snswer  no  salutary  purpose.     The  Delawares  oontinue  their 

trofessioDs  of  FrieDdship,  and  talk  of  comiDg  to  settle  nearer  to  us. 
f  they  do  I  will  make  them  more  usefull  if  possible. 

Should  any  Troops  be  raised  for  the  Defence  of  Westmoreland 
and  the  other  Frontier  Counties  of  our  State  I  trust  they  will  be 
laiaed  for  a  longer  time  then  those  under  Capt"*  Erwin  &  Campbell, 
ior.lhey  have  been  raised  and  subsisted  at  a  great  Ezpence,  k  their 
gerrice  has  been  but  small. 

•  As  soon  ss  the  weather  will  permit  I  intend  to  detach  a  proportion 
eC  the  troops  to  Forts  ArsMtrong  ft  Orawfurd  to  cover  that  part  of 
the  Frontier.  Please  to  present  my  respectfull  Gompliments  to  Col' 
Bijsrd. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  EjLcellenoy's  most  obed'  Serv^^ 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 

His  Ezcell'  Gov'  Reed. 


Georqe  Stevenson  to  Council,  1780. 

Carlisle,  12«*  February,  1780. 

Sir, 

Some  years  since  the  late  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  when 
disposing  of  their  Lands  near  this  Town,  were  pleased  to  grant  about 
200  «  Part  of  it,  to  the  Rev'  Daniel  Batwel,  who,  at  that  Time,  was 
tbe  episcopal  Missionary  from  the  Society,  in  England,  for  propa- 
gatiog  the  ohristian  Faith  in  Parts  beyond  the  Seas,  to  York  and 
Camberland  Counties :   the  Land  was  surveyed  for  him,  and .  he 

a  nested  me  to  take  Care  of  it,  and  prevent  the  Inhabitants  of  Caf^ 
B  from  outing  his  timber,  which  Trust  I  undertook,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  discharge  ever  since. 

Soon  after  the  Declaration  of  Independency  the  Parson  became  an 
^tive  Tory,  was  apprehended  by  a  Wv^  ^^^  ^be  Committee  of 
Camberland  Co^,  and  confined  in  York  Goal ;  after  Congress  re- 
i&oved  to  York^  he  got  Permission,  of  that  honorable  Body,  to 
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lemofe,  with  his  Family,  to  New  York,  which  he  did,  after  haTing 
disposed  of  his  personal  Estate. 

The  Timher  on  his  Land  soffered  very  little  Damage  until  theae 
four  last  Weeks,  whilst  I  was  attending  the  Gottrta,  a  Number  of 
People  have  cat  and  destroyed  the  Wood  off  above  30  **  of  it,  againul 
thoae  Offenders  I  have  brought  Suits  in  the  Ftann's  Name,  «id 
stop'd  them  from  farther  Destmotion  :  Now,  Sir,  if  the  Paraoo  be 
proseribed,  and  his  Land  forfeited  to  the  State,  my  Salts  are  wrongs 
otherwu.  right  Your  Information  how  this  Matter  ia,  wiU  pm^j 
oblidge,* 

Sir, 

yoar  most  obedient 

H»»«  8er?«, 

GEO.  STEVENSON. 

P.  S.  I  reoed  y  Letter  of  Dec  ?<»  7  Weeks  after  it  was  written. 
I  have  not  seen  Major  Bogss  since  it  oame  to  hind|  therefore  have 
not  yet  sent  a  Notice  to  MTreters. 

Directedy 
Timothy  Matlack,  Esq';  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Nicola  to  Sbo'y  Matlack,  1780, 

FeVy  12th,  1780. 

I  am  informed  that  this  day  the  demand  for  the  equlTalent  allowed 
in  lieu  of  rations  and  enumerated  articles  is  to  be  laid  before  the 
Hon'  Council,  I  must  therefore  request jou  will  present  the  UKdoaedi 
and  you'll  oblige, 

S', 
your  most  obed*  serv^, 

LEWIS  mCOLA. 

Directed^ 

To  Col.  Hatlabky  or  the  acting  Secretary  to  the  Hon'  Ezeoatife 
Council. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  297. 
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Pebb.  Bbxd  to  Coi-  Bbodhsao,  1780. 

In  Gonnoil 

PhUad*  Febraary  14th,  1780. 
To  Cokmel  Brodheftd, 

Sir, 

Capt  Campbell  who  oommaoded  ooe  of  the  Companies  of  Rangen 
nked  last  Spring  for  the  Protection  of  the  Frontiers  of  PennsylTania 
hu  lately  attended  onr  Board  with  a  repreeontetion  of  the  Affairs  of 
hii  Company.  Col  Lochry  the  Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland  County 
hu  also  transmitted  sundry  Letters  receiv^  from  you  respecting 
the  lame  Companies  with  his  Answers.*  Your  Appointment  to  the 
yranit  Command  was  a  most  desirable  Event  to  the  Authority  of 
the  State,  as  we  oonsidered  your  Connection  with  us  ft  natural 
Attiehment  to  the  State  to  am>rd  the  most  substantial  Orounds  of 
HannoDy  ft  Ezpectadon  that  you  would  on  all  occasions  promote  the 
hterests  ft  Welikre  of  its  Inhabitants.  These  happy  Prospects  we  had 
endevmured  on  onr  Part  to  improTO  by  a  careful  attention  to  the 
Comforts  ft  Interests  of  your  Command  of  which  we  gave  you  the  must 
nUtantial  Ptooh  in  the  Cloathing  ft  Supplies  forwarded  you  from 
Tiffleto  !nme.  We  cannot  therefore  but  lament  this  Change  of  Pros- 
pect, for  without  entering  into  any  Discussion  of  the  Causes  of  Dispute 
U  b  easy  to  see  that  the  Friendship  we  had  endeavoured  to  cultivate 
between  Fort  Pitt  ft  the  County  of  Westmoreland  is  most  materially 
iDtermpted  ft  that  unless  some  happy  Measures  of  Conciliation  are 
idopted  there  is  little  Probability  of  that  Union  of  Sentiment  ft 
AetioQ  so  essential  to  the  publick  Welfare  in  Time  of  great  ft  general 
Banger.  Such  measures  we  have  recommended  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  County  ft  such  we  must  recommend  to  you.  We  have  tho' 
Boeh  pressed  declined  takine  any  Measures  for  restoring  the  Men 
nlistea  into  the  8th  Pennsylv*  Regiment  out  of  the  rangers  Com- 
fuiies  before  the  Eipiration  of  the  Term  of  Service,  but  at  the  same 
Time  we  think  it  our  Duty  to  acquaint  you  that  we  cannot  esteem 
tbe  lalistment  under  these  Circumstances  proper  for  if  they  might 
be  taken  from  their  Officers  one  Month  before  their  Discharge  they 
Might  have  been  taken  at  any  Time  ft  the  veir  Design  of  their  In- 
lis^ent  frustrated  Still  less  can  we  approve  the  refusing  the  Com- 
paniea  Provisions,  which  must  have  in  a  great  Measure  destroyed 
^eir  Usefulness  ft  made  them  a  Burthen  to  the  Country  instead  of 
a  Benefit.  And  we  doubt  not  on  due  Reflection  you  will  admit  the 
Measures  to  have  been  hasty  ft  in  their  Consequences  prejudicial  to 
^  publick.  Tour  Zeal  to  inlist  them  we  highly  commend  ft  had 
yoQ  engaged  them  so  that  at  the  Expiration  of  their  Term  you  could 
bave  turned  them  into  your  Regime  we  should  have  thought  it  the 
^tj  of  the  Officers  to  nave  promoted  your  men  by  any  Means  in 

*S«spais6M^ 
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their  Power.  We  observe  in  yonr  Letter  of  the  2d  Jftn^  to  Col. 
Lochry  yo«  expreas  yourself  to  the  Elhet  that  yoa  do  not  know  of 
any  Powers  the  President  has  to  discharge  or  reanlist  the  Heni  if 
you  mean  any  Powers  vested  in  him  as  an  Individual  it  is  readfly 
agreed  no  sooh  Powers  exist  nor  was  it  attempted  to  exercise  aaj 
but  in  Conjunction  with  the  Council,  it  was  supposed  he  was  folly 
authorised  to  discharge  the  Men  at  any  Time  the  publick  service 
would  admit.  Not  being  disposed  to  assume  Powers  to  which  we 
are  not  entitled  we  hope  the  Officers  connected  with  the  State  wiU 
not  easily  suppose  such  a  Case  much  less  suffor  it  to  iDflnenoe  their 
.Actions.  But  when  they  have  reasonable  Doubt  we  shaU  on  propsf 
Application  endeavour  to  satisfy  and  remove  them. 

We  have  carefully  avoided  expressing  oar  sentiments  with  Bespeot 
to  any  of  the  above  Points  to  Col.  Lochry,  or  any  of  the  Qeat.  of 
WestmoreUnd  for  as  we  retain  a  gre^  personal  Bespeot  to  jovf 
Chanu^r  &  Services  we  impute  what  has  happened  nttbw  to  Mad- 
Tortency  than  Intention^  and  therefore  woold  by  no  neaas  JUmd 
yonr  Weight  &  Influence  in  your  Commaad  or  its  Ncj^boorlioo^ 
On  the  other  Hapd  w^  shall  seek  Occasions  to  shew  onr  Atte^tioi^  4 
'Begard. 

lam  Sir. 

Ypai  Ob64  mid. 


3oAiLD  0?  War  sq  Pbss.  Bssd,  1780, 

War  Officci  Feb^  15^  1780. 

Sir, 

The  board  have  been  honored  with  vour  iavor  of  yesterday.  la 
answer  to  which  I  am  directed  to  inform  your  Excellonoy  ft  the 
honorable  Council,  that  the  seveind  retnrn,  which  have  been  trfMit- 
jnitted  to*Counoil  from  time  to  time  together  with  the  return  deliversd 
yesterday  to  M'  Secretary  Matlack,  contain  as  perfect  a  state  of  Ae 
troops  of  Pennsylvania,  attached  to  the  additional  &  Indepepdost 
Corps,  as  can  at  present  be  furnished  from  this  Office;  the  whole  of 
Uie  returns  of  these  Corps  not  having  yet  been  reed ;  tho'  thete  are 
not  more  than  three  or  four  remaining,  of  which  GoL  Flowem'a  is  the 
most  oonsiderable  &  that  is  now  preparingi  &  will  be  aent  as  ioon  u 
finished. 

I  inolose  a  list  of  Uie  returns  already  f<Mrwarded  toOpnn^  AliafB 
the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 

Y'  Excellency's  nuost  Obed.  Hble  Serv. 

By  ord  of  the  board, 

BEN  STODDERT  8^. 

Directed^ 

Fublie  service.    His  Bxcdleneyi  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
(War  Office.) 


VBJxmrrLrAXu.  jmsbwbb  itso. 
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Pan.  "BxsD  to  Col.  oi  Bataujoks,  1780. 

Market  Street  Feb.  17. 1780. 

nbe  pretent  Prospect  of  pnbliok  Affiiirs  &  tbe  approacbing  Season 
Bakes  It  highly  necessary  to  prepare  for  every  Event,  &  particalarly 
that  the  Arms  belonging  tc  the  State  In  the  Hands  of  the  Militia 
ahonld  be  called  in,  in  cider  to  be  examined  &  repaired.     As  there 
may  also  be  a  Change  of  some  Officers  the  ensuing  Season  it  ia  the 
more  necessary  to  do  it  while  the  present  Officers  cootinaed  who  have 
jMsived  tha  Anm  &  distributed  them.     Yon  will  therefore  on  Re- 
ceipt hereof  be  pleased  to  ffive  the  necessary  Directions  that  all  the 
pahtick  Arms  now  in  the  Hands  of  yoor  Battalion  be  delivered  to 
yoQ  or  yonr  Order  that  Mr.  Stites  the  State  Commissary  may  take 
tlwm  nnder  his  Charge  k  employ  the  necessary  Workmen  to  pnt 
ibem  in  good  Ordflr. 

As  vonr  Exertions  herein  will  be  very  mnch  depended  on  yonr 
Bftpfd  le  the  Pobliek  do^  not  leave  the  least  Room  to  doubt  yon 
vul  dieerfuUy  undertake  this  necessary  Piece  of  Business. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  meet  Obed  Hbble  Serr. 

UL  Battafiosi  GoL  Bradford  or  in  his  Absence  the  nommaid' 

Officer. 
OoL  Bayard  or  &o* 
Col.  Well  or  Ac 
Col.  Bdany  or  Ae. 
Col.  Copperthwaite  or  Ac. 
Col.  Knox. 
Col.  Eyres  of  Artill'.  or  &c. 


ii 

H 

u. 

¥ 

4tb. 

a 

6th. 

a 

6tL 

u 

Tth. 

ti 

Paia.  Rbxd  to  Dblsgates  ov  Covnwrrjfivx  ik  Con^bess, 

1780. 

Qentlimen ; 

Ai  n  late  GoBfevenoe  between  a  Committee  of  the  Aaaembly  now 
nttiBgy  A  tiie  Coandl  4>f  this  State,  there  appeared  a  general  Deiire 
te  mm  what  Appeatance  there  was  of  an  amicable  A  fmmdkj 
Settkemeat  of  the  Dispute  between  this  Stote  A  Connecticut  respeei- 
log  the  Lands  at  Wyoming:  ia  Consequenee  M>i  Uie  PropoaitiQiis 
i&ide  by  the  House  of  Assembly  at  their  last  Sitting,  A  delivered  to 
one  of  the  Delegates  of  OooMCtioot  to  be  forwarded  to  hia  Excell' 
QoY.  TrnmbaHT 


*' 
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The  Gkntlemen  who  comprised  tbe  above  Conference  hayiDg  ibo 
expressed  a  Desire  to  confer  with  jron  on  this  Subject^  I  am  desired 
to  oommnnicate  the  same  to  you,  referring  tbe  Time  to  joa.  The 
Goimoil  Chamber  is  supposed  to  be  a  convenient  Place,  as  the  Com* 
mittee  is  pretty  large.  Ton  will  be  pleased  to  favor  me  with  aa 
Answer,  that  I  may  give  notice  to  the  Members  of  Assembly,  &  am. 

Gentlemen,  with  great 

Respect  &  Regard,  yonr 

obed.  k  very  Hbbl.  Berr.* 

Indonedf 
1780,  Febmary  17*^.    To  Delegates  of  Connecticut  in  Congress. 


Sbo*y  Matlack  to  Thos.  Halb,  1780, 

PhUad-,  Peb'y  18, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  General  nneasinoss  which  prevails  among  the  people  in  eonse- 
qneneo  of  an  apprehension  of  yonr  having  been  concerned  in  apeeii- 
lations  while  the  monies  of  the  state  are  supposed  to  be  in  yonr  hand% 
has  indoced  tbe  Council  to  appoint  D'  Gardner  k  Mr.  Wbitehill  to 
confer  with  you  on  this  subject.  * 

I  am  directed  to  acquaint  yon,  that  the  Gen'  of  this  Commitlii 
request  you  will  meet  them  at  the  Council  Chamber  to  moitow 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock.     I  am,  with  due  respect.  Sir, 

your  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y.f 
M'  Thos*  Hale. 


Deleqatbs  09  CoNNBCTicuT  TO  Prbs.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  proposition  referred  to  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yester- 
day, was  duly  transmitted  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  ComMOt- 
ieut;  to  which  their  delegates  in  Congress  have  yet  received  bo 
answer.^-They  are  ready,  however,  to  receive  any  eommuiiieatioii 
relative  to  the  Subject  of  it,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Stale  of 
Pensylvania  whieh  they  may  think  proper  to  make,  k  to  attand  fv 

*  See  answer,  Febmaiy  18. 

t  See  CoL  Beo.,  VoL  XIL,  page  266-28L 
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At*  porpofe  «l  the  ooaiml  elniBber  tUg  efening  al  6  </Olo(lkf  or 
wmk,  oikar  time  ai  aiaj  be  rooie  oonvenient  for  the  Committee. 

We  are,  Sir, 

with  mooh  req>eot, 

Your  Exoellene^a 

most  obedS  hnmb^  Serv*", 

ROGER  8HBRMAN,    , 
OLIVER  ELLSWORTH. 

HuExoellenoy  President  Reed,  Philadelphia. 


Pes8.  Rsbd  to  Edmund  Physic,  1780. 

In  Gonneili 

Philad*,  February  19%  1780. 
Sir, 

PorgUDt  to  an  Aot  of  Aaeemblj  paeaed  the  last  Session,  entitled 
tn  Act  for  vesting  the  Estates  of  the  late  Proprietaries  of  Pensjl- 
nnit  m  this  Commonwealth,  &  partionlarly  the  Fifteenth  Seotion  of 
I*  Aet,  it  beoomes  my  Doty  to  demand  of  you  as  Reoeiver  General 
wdor  the  late  Proprietories,  the  Books,  Certifieates,  Orders  &  other 
Boeonents,  Instruments,  Reeords,  Writings,  and  Seals  belonging  to 
•ud  OfBee;  and  that  the  same  be  deli?ered  to  Timothy  Matlaok,  Esq., 
Bttretary  of  this  Board. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.,  Hbble.  Serv., 

Joseph  Reed,  President.* 


Thomas  Smith  to  Pbbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

Sir, 

If  pnMie  conduct  misrepresented,  k  intentions  misunderstood, 
were  suflkient  reasons  for  one  to  be  silent  in  all  public  affkirs,  I 
•Md  long  aso  have  declined  all  share  in  them,  but  circumstances 
oAeo  oeeor  when  it  would  be  criminal  to  be  silent  or  neuter  |  if  any 
Misspresentation  of  mine  can  be  the  means  of  saving  the  Life  oif 
^  aeanest  Gitiaen,  I  shall  think  rnvself  amply  paid  for  more 
videnrved  obloquy  than  I  ever  met  with. 

Hy  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  frontiers,  my  having  been  witness 

«  Bee  CoL  Itoe.,  YdL  XU*,  page  257.  ... 
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ta  flo  nuy  teeiMs  of  Dittre^  that  ih(m8jKiicl8  of  &nflieo  ]ii¥#  baAr 
to  struggle  withy  for  two  or  threo  yean  past,  will^  I  hope^  plaad  a^. 
excuse  for  taking  this  liberty. 

Your  Excellency  need  not  be  informed  that  retaliation  ia  a  funda- 
mental Law  amongst  the  Indians,  &  seems  to  take  place  CTen  of 
self  preservation.  They  hare  been  severely  chastized  last  summer, 
k  the  miseries  they  will  undergo  this  winter  in  consequence  of  it, 
will  render  them  desperate,  k  they  will  certainly  make  their  lail 
effort  as  soon  as  the  season  will  permit,  or  at  least  they  will  pay  ui 
in  kind ;  and  the  People  on  the  Frontiers  have  been  so  muak 
harassed  for  these  several  years  past,  that  they  can  make  but  a  verr^ 
feeble  resistance ;  many  of  tbem  icd  into  the  interior  Coufitiea,  *Jb 
rented  Places,  which  rendered  those  who  remain  the  weaker ;  without 
speedy  assistance  they  cannot  possibly  stand  it,  but  must  abandon 
their  settlements  on  the  first  invasion. 

It  would  undoubtedly  be  deemed  presumption  ki  me  to  give  my 
opinion  on  the  mode  of  defence.  I  am  sensible  that  I  am  a  very 
incompetent  Judge — ^five  Companies  were  nmed  last  year  for  that 
purpose^  but,  tho',  I  believe  the  officers  who  were  appointed  to 
Command  them,  did  every  thing  in  their  Power,  yet  they  did  noi- 
seem  to  afRnrd  so  much  protection  to  the  Inhabitanta  aa  oould  have 
been  wiahed,  k  this  I  doubt  will  generally  be  the  case  with  t6mp<^ 
rary  Troops ;  most  of  the  misohief  will  be  done  before  thej  can  be . 
ready  for  the  Field,  k  the  Ex  pence  is  oertainly  more  than  an  equal 
numher  of  permanent  Soldiers.  To  call  out  the  Militia  against 
Indiana  is  liable  to  equal  inoonveniencefl';  not  one  half  are  It  for 
that  senrioe,  k  they  are  scarcely  arrived  at  the  Plaoe  where  tba , 
service  is  to  be  performed  before  their  Time  is  expired,  putting  oat 
of  the  Question  the  expence,  k  the  inconveniencies  that  we  have 
already  experienced  to  result  from  calling  out  Farmers  from  their 
Farms. 

I  believe,  that  at  this  Time  no  Money  will  procure  a  sufficient 
Number  of  Men  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  even  for  a  season; 
pardon  me,  therefore,  if  I  suggest  that  if  the  Legislature  was  to 
offer  a  bounty  in  Land  to  such  as  would  engage  during  the  War  for 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers  against  the  Indians,  &  to  be  employed 
in  that  service  only,  k  its  faith  Pledged  that  they  should  not  be 
called  away  on  any  pretence  whatever,  &  a  certain  portion  of  Cloatk- . 
ing  given  them.     I  think  something  like  this  would  be  more  eflho- 
tnal  than  any  other  Plan  that  occurs  to  me ;  for  there  are  many . 
young  follows  who  are  complete  woodsmen,  that  are  eager  to  engage . 
aminst  the  Indians,  if  they  had  any  seourity  of  such  a  rewara  at . 
the  end  of  the  war ;  they  are  perhaps  fitter  for  that  service  Uuua 
veteran  Troops,  capable  to  take  the  Indians  in  their  own  way;  but 
they  cannot  for  a  considerable  Time  be  brought  to  like  the  regnhur, 
servioe,  nor  will  they  engage  without  they  have  the  most  explicit 
assurance  that  they  shall  be  employed  only  against  the  Indians. 

On  every  occasion  that Ihave  wtt  appIyM  to  your  Kxoelleney, 
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I  kftTe  alwmyi  foaikl  joa  bo  ready  to  do  oTory  tbiog  in  joar  Power 

to  defend  ua  from  onr  Mvige  foe,  tblit  I  need  nol  urge  you  on  this 

eeemofiy  it  is  sufficient  for  me  to  suggest  tbe  necessity  of  speedj 

exertiona.     I  rest  firmly  assured  that  nothing  will  be  left  undone 

€or  the  jffotaction  of  those  who  stand  so  much  in  need  of  it.     I 

wish  it  was  in  their  power  to  oo-operate  effisctually  with  tbe  assis- 

taaee  thai  may  be  sent  to  them  from  the  interior  parts  of  tbe 

Country;  their  own  exertions  must  be  feeble  through  want  of 

Ptoyisions.    I  am  really  afiraid  of  a  famine  on  the  f^ntiers  before 

harvest;  the  hard  winter  has  added  to  the  scarcity  that  was  the 

natural  consequence  of  their  being  invaded  e?cry  seed  Time  and 

Harvest  for  years  Past. 

I  am  your  most 

obedient  Humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  SMITH. 

PloUelphia,  February  22d,  1780. 

To  loM  Etxeeneney  Joseph  Beed,  JBsqr. 


Pbx8*  Rbed  to  Thomas  Halb,  1780. 


Ton  ean  be  no  stranger  to  the  Opinion  of  your  having  used  the 
psUiek  money  in  speculation  the  general  Dissatisfaction  which 
PRTtils  respeetiog  your  Conduct.  Toe  Council,  therefore,  thiuk  it 
wA  for  you  to  pay  immediately  to  the  Treasurer  the  Money  which 
RB^ns  in  your  Hands,  whien,  by  your  acoonnts,  appeara  to  be 
£79,412  5«.  lOd,  This  will  have  a  good  £f  ect  to  check  the  genei^ 
coDplamts,  and  enable  the  Counoif  to  do  you  such  Justice  as  upon 
fetber  Inquiry  your  Conduct  shall  merit.  The  Council  think  you 
<Mgkt  to  uo  this  by  Friday  at  farthest,  but  if  you  do  it  before  il 
viD  be  better. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  obed.  h'ble  ser., 

JOS.  RBED.* 

To  Hr.  Thomas  Hale. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  261-268. 
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Pexs.  Bbbd  to  Col.  HjbnbTi  1780. 
Sir, 

I  send  yon  herewith  the  Letters  respeeting  the  ArmSi  &  shall  be 
obliged  to  you  on  all  Oeoasions  to  sagsest  what  may  be  neoessaiy  or 
useful  for  the  Militia  Service,  &  wmch  the  great  Maltiplioity  of 
Business  I  am  engaged  in  may  occasion  my  omitting. 

k  am  with  much  Esteem, 

your  Obed.  H*ble  aer. 
Dtrectcdf 
To  Colonel  William  Henry. 


Genl.  Washington  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Morris  Town  23«  Feb^.  1780. 
Sir, 

I  had  last  night  the  honor  to  receive  your  Ezeellency's  letter  of. 
tlie  16*^  with  the  papers  you  have  been  pleased  to  refer  to  ma. 
There  is  certainly  a  good  deal  of  weight  in  the  observations  and 
objections  which  Colo.  Hazen  has  made,  and  it  were  very  much  to 
be  wished  that  the  supplies  of  Cloatbing  and  necessaries  in  every 
instance  were  perfectly  equal  to  the  officers  &  men  respectively 
throughout  the  army ;  but  as  these  from  the  nature  of  our  present 
establishment  proceed  from  different  sources,  I  do  not  know  how  the 
inconveniences  complained  of  are  to  be  remedied.  It  has  been  the 
pleasure  of  Congress  by  repeated  Acts,  and  by  a  very  recent  one,  to 
recommend  it  to  the  States  to  provide  for  the  Officers  k  men  belong- 
ing to  them  in  the  additional  &  other  Corps  not  originally  apportioned 
on  them,  in  the  same  manner  they  provide  for  those  of  their  StaU 
lanes.  This  being  the  case,  and  as  they  have  no  other  mode  of. 
relief,  or  at  least  that  I  know  of,  I  do  not  see  that  it  can  be  objected 
to  in  the  instance  of  Major  Reed  and  the  other  officers  who  have 
addressed  your  Excellency.  It  can  only  be  considered  that  thej 
are  more  fortunate  than  the  rest  belonging  to  their  regiment.  Nor 
is  this  discrimination  peculiar  to  Colo.  Haien's  Corps.  There  an 
many  others  in  the  same  disagreeable  predicament,  it  holds  exten- 
eively  between  the  Troops  of  different  Lines ;  for  while  the  officers 
k  men  of  some  enjoy  most  necessary  comforts,  those  of  others  are 
destitute  of  any.  I  return  your  Excellency  the  papers  again,  k  have 
the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  respect 

&  esteem,  your  Excellency's 
most  obe't  Servant, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 

J)ircctedf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed|  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


I 
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Pres.  Besd  to  Jauks  Clatpoolb,  Shbbjpf,  1780. 

In  Gounoily 

Philada.,  February  24Ui,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  having  oonsidered  your  Beprceentation  of  tbo  State  of 
die  PrUoOy  the  importance  it  is  to  the  pubfick  that  the  priwncrfl  should 
k  nfelj  kept  for  Tryml  &  punishment^  and  also  the  ezpence  that  would 
ittend  hiring  PersoDB  expressly  for  a  Guard  are  of  opinion  that  pub- 
lick  Safety  &  publick  OeoonoDDy  will  both  be  consulted  by  applying  to 
the  Wardens  to  remove  the^  Watch  from  the  Court  House  for  the 
present  to  the  Prison  Boom^  and  as  an  Inducement  to  the  High 
Conitable  to  comply  with  the  Direction  of  the  Wardens,  this  Board 
win  make  some  reasonable  Allowance  to  him  as  well  as  for  an  addi* 
lioBil  Penon  or  two  for  this  special  Purpose. 

lam  Sir, 

Tour  Hbble  Serv. 


Fbancis  Swainb  to  Pbes.  Bekd,  1780. 

Irapp,  Philad*  County,  Feb.  24«»,  1780. 

I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  Your  Excellency  and  the  Hon- 
«iiUe  Council  returns  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  Clothing  Issued 
If  me,  in  Camp,  having  received  receipts  for  every  article. 

I  drew  from  the  Continental  Store  in  Morristown  for  our  troops 
fcvteen  hundred  &  Sixty  five  pair  of  horse  Shoes,  and  for  Colo. 
Ptoeien  Begiment  forty  eiffht  Coats,  forty  eight  Vests,  five  pair 
hneehes,  fifty  seven  Shirts,  fifty  seven  pair  shoes,  &  sixty  five  hats, 
vUeh  I  have  not  inserted  in  the  return. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Excellencys  &  the  Honorable  Councils, 

Most  Obedient  &  very  humble  Servant, 

FBANCIS  8WAINB. 

Hb  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq%  President  at  Philadelphia. 
Vol.  Vm.— 6 


118  PENNSYLVANIA  AKCHIVES  1780. 


Chas.  Hall  to  Paes.  Bbed,  1780. 

Lancaster,  FeV  y«  26**,  1770. 
Sir, 

Yesterday  I  made  Seizure  of  the  tract  of  Land  in  Mannor  Town- 
ahip  known  by  the  Name  of  the  Indian  Town,  sud  to  contain  aboat 
five  Hundred  Acres ;  the  Roads  has  been  very  bad  prevented  my 
doing  it  sooner.  This  Morning  Mr.  John  Musser  of  this  Town 
came  to  me  seemingly  much  displeased  that  private  Property  should 
bo  Struck  at,  and  drew  a  paper  out  of  his  pockett,  which  he  said  was 
an  Abstract  from  the  Oreginal  Deed  from  the  Chief  Sachims  to  Mr. 
Penn  for  the  I^nds  purchaced  from  them  at  the  treaty  at  Foit 
Stanwix,  wherein  this  tract  is  perticularly  Pisoribed  and  Conveyed 
to  Mr.  Penn.  He  said  he  was  much  Amazed  I  had  not  Beoeiwd 
orders  not  to  Proceed,  as  he  had  shewn  the  Afforesaid  paper  to  your 
Excellency  and  the  Honourable  Council,  who,  he  Sud,  was  satined. 
The  Land  is  now  in  the  Hands  of  tennents  who  have  worked  it  on 
Shares  and  have  lived  there  since  the  Year  1771,  and  say  they  have 
made  Sundrey  improvements  in  Buildings  and  fences,  which  they 
hope  they  will  be  Allowed  for.  As  the  season  is  now  approaching 
that  the  Land  shou'd  be  prepared  for  Spring  Grain,  I  shall  be  glad 
if  Council  will  send  me  instructions,  if  Posnble  by  the  Bearer  of 
this,  how  I  am  to  proceed  with  the  tennentfi ;  but  if  the  Land  is  to 
be  Rented  at  a  Certain  Rent  I  shall  be  exceedingly  obliged  to  Coun- 
cil to  Name  the  Rent  and  Let  me  have  the  first  Offer. 

I  have  Settled  my  Aooompt  with  the  Commissioners  Appointed 
by  Law  to  Settle  the  Aocompts  of  the  Commissioner  for  Confiscated 
Property,  and  have  their  Certificate  that  I  am  in  Debt  one  Hundred 
and  four  Pounds,  seven  shillings,  to  the  State.  I  have  Paid  to  the 
State  Treasurer  Eighty  Eight  thousand  four  Hundred  and  forty 
Nine  Pounds};  one  Builling,  and  three  pence. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

,Very  Humble  Servent, 

CHARLES  HALL.« 

Dircctcdf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Roed^  President,  Philadelphia. 
^  favour  Col*  Crawford. 

♦  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XL,  p.  265. 
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Col.  Brodheaj)  to  Riohard  Peters,  1780. 

Pittflburgh,  Feb'y  27^  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  bon'ble  Board  having  by  your  Letter  of  the  80^'  of  last 
Angiost  favored  me  with  its  opinion  relative  to  some  Houses  not 
occupied  by  the  Inhabitants  about  this  Fort :  And  I  having  received 
Intelligence  from  Sandosky,  that  at  least  two  thousand  of  tho  Enemy 
Indians  which  were  driven  into  Niagara  were  encamped  on  the 
pfauoinear  that  place,  conceived  that  the  Enemy  with  the  view  of 
preserving  their  Interest  with  them  A  to  dbtress  us  mi^ht  be  pre- 
neditating  an  Expedition  against  this  Garrison  so  soon  as  the  Alle- 
ffbiDj  shonld  be  filled  with  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  "(V^atcr  to  favor 
tile  attempt  and  as  the  Enemies  approach  by  Water  would  be  exceed- 
ing npidi,  I  thought  it  indispensably  necessary  to  post  a  few  Men 
in  a  House  occupied  by  Edward  Ward  &  Thomas  Smallman  Esquires. 
This  House  is  situate  on  high  Ground  within  forty  yards  of  one  of 
the  Bastions  &  commands  the  Cannon  in  two  Bastions  &  all  tho 
Glacis  on  the  side  next  to  it,  and  being  barracadcd  would  greatly 
oontribute  to  the  Defence  of  this  Post,  Wherefore  I  Issued  an  order 
to  the  Ass*  Quarter  Master  Tthe  Dcp'y  I  have  not  seen  since  last 
March)  Likewise  Orders  for  tne  Maryland  Corps  (consisting  of  about 
twenty  Men  present)  to  take  Post  in  that  House,  Copies  of  which 
Orders  I  take  the  Liberty  to  enclose  for  your  Perusal.  * 

You  will  see  with  what  Tenderness  I  endeavoured  to  treat  those 
Men^  although  the  Suspicions  of  their  want  of  Attachment  to  our 
Cause  are  numerous  &  I  believe  well  founded.  When  the  Assistant 
Quarter  Master  waited  upon  them  with  the  Order  they  immediately 
removed  their  effects  to  places  provided,  in  Consequence  of  a  conver- 
sation I  had  with  them,  which  was  intended  to  convince  them  of  the 
Necessity  of  the  proposed  Measure  But  when  the  Troops  marched  to 
the  post  assigned  them  M'  Ward  k  M'  Bmallman  stood  in  the  Door 
to  prevent  their  Entring  the  House.  The  Troops  did  after  some 
Altercation  enter  and  have  remained  there  untill  now. 

H'  Ward  soon  after  applied  to  the  Court  of  Yoghagania  County 
for  a  Jury  to  enquire  into  what  he  supposed  to  be  a  forcible  Entry 
&  Detainer  which  was  accordingly  summoned  &  admitting  the  said 
Thomas  Smallman  to  be  a  legal  Witness  found  accordingly. — ^The 
Sheriff  then  demanded  Possession  for  the  Claimant  which  was  re- 
used by  the  Officer  and  the  Sheriff  was  sent  to  arrest  me  in  an  action 
of  Trespass  at  the  Suit  of  M'  Ward  to  which  I  refused  to  Answer 
because  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  they  had  a  proper  Jurisdiction. 
The  Matter  lay  over  untill  now  I  am  served  with  what  is  termed  a 
common  order  which  directs  me  to  appear  or  Judgment  is  to  be  had 
agunst  me  on  Default — I  was  informed  that  M'  Ward  had  been 
made  ai^med  of  his  Conduct  &  that  tho  Action  was  withdrawn  k 
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therefore  did  not  mentioD  the  Matter  in  my  last.  But  I  have  now 
employed  Coancil  to  put  in  a  Plea  to  the  Jurisdiotion  of  that  Court 
&  otherwise  to  procrastinate  the  Trial  untill  I  could  inform  joor 
hon'ble  Board  of  the  malicious  Steps  taken  by  M'  Ward  and  reoeive 
your  Directions  relative  thereto. 

The  Delaware  Indians  continue  their  friendly  Professions  and  I 
hope  to  make  them  usefall  the  ensuing  Campaign.  Their  ohief 
Warriors  are  very  desirous  of  having  commissions  in  our  Servioo 
and  alledge  that  the  Enemy  Indian  Captains  have  british  Commii- 
^onS|  I  should  be  glad  to  indulge  them,  but  must  submit  Uw  Pro- 
priety of  the  Measure  to  the  Wisdom  of  my  Superiors. 

Public  Credit  never  was  so  low  in  this  District  as  at  presenti  and 
tho  Contractors  have  stretched  their  private  Credit,  but  with  every 
Effort  I  fear  the  public  Horses  will  perish  before  the  next  Onas 
unless  a  Sunt  of  Money  can  be  furnished  to  purchase  Forage. 

The  great  Depth  of  Snow  upon  the  Alleghany  &  Laurel  HiUa  haa 
prevented  our  Getting  every  kind  of  Stores,  nor  do  I  expect  to  get 
any  now  untill  the  latter  End  of  April. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  perfect  respect 

Your  most  obed'  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Colo,  command'gi  W.  D. 

Directed^ 

Hon'ble  Biohard  Peters  Esquire. 


OoL.  Brodhsad  to  Pres.  Reed  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Feb'y  2S'\  1780. 
Dear  Sir 

It  is  some  time  sinoe  the  Court  of  Yoghagania  took  upon  its  adf 
to  order  a  Jury  of  Enquiry  to  determine  whether  or  not  I  bad  com- 
mitted a  trespass  in  stationing  some  men  in  a  House  in  tho  tenure 
of  Edward  Ward  &  Thomas  Smallman  Esq"  Justices  of  that  Court, 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Ghurrison  &  now  I  am  served  with  what  is 
called  a  Common  order  to  appear  before  that  Court  or  in  Default 
Judgment  for  Damages  to  the  amount  of  £5000  will  go  against  me. 

I  have  employed  Council  to  put  in  a  plea  of  Jurisdiction  &  other- 
wise  to  procrastinate  the  trial  until  I  could  receive  Directions  from 
:the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  and  I  shall  be  greatly  obtidged  to  you 
for  your  adviee  in  the  matter.  I  once  was  determined  to  let  them 
proceed  without  taking  any  Notice  of  their  determinationa  untill 
they  came  to  execute  them  &  then  send  them  off  with  a  flea  in  the 
ear  but  lest  any  refleotion  should  be  east  on  me  for  interfering  in  a 
iei^itorial  dispute  I  conaidered  the  latter  Step  b^  t(ie  mcpt  eli^le.. 
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SiioiiM  our  Sttte  deiermme  to  extend  itn  Settlementt  orer  the 
Alle^kanj  Biver  I  Blionld  be  happj  to  have  an  early  hint  of  it 
becaMe  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  sCTve  several  of  my  Friends. 

I  have  some  timea  thought  of  proposing  to  the  Executive  Connoil 
k  Avembly  the  purchasing  the  late  Proprietaries  Manor  at  this 
pbee.  But  it  might  perhaps  be  as  well  for  me  to  be  oonoemed  with 
tome  Gent*  of  my  aoquaintanoe  in  a  purchase  I  conceive  it  will 
irithia  a  few  years  after  a  peace  is  established  be  one  of  the  first 
pWes  for  Business  of  any  inland  Town  in  Ameriea. 

Sbonld  your  Exoelleney  be  of  opinion  with  me  and  incline  to  take 
ia  a  few  Qent*  into  partnership  in  such  a  purchase  I  shall  be  happy 
ia  Ibe  connezion. 

My  son  will  have  the  honor  to  wait  upon  you  with  this  LetteTi 
s&d  la  he  is  out  of  ettaployment  and  it  is  said  that  Colo.  Geo.  Morgan 
will  not  serve  under  Mr.  Blaine,  the  present  Comm'y  Gen*,  I  shall 
esteem  it  as  a  particular  fiivor  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  reoommend 
bim  to  do  the  Duty  of  Deputy  in  this  District  &,  I  will  be  answerable 
for  hift  Conduct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  .  . 

with  the  most  perfect  regard  •&  esteem 

youfExcelletioies  most  obed*  &  Hble  ServS 

...      DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 
jc/iF0cietvi 
HiB  Excell'j  Jod.  Beed  Esq'. 


Draughts  of  Congbbss  on  the  States,  1780. 

I[oT.  24, 79.  On  the  Treararer  of  the  State  of  N.  Tork  for  G.  Green,  $617,000 

^  14»  **                     Ditto,                         Maryland*  J.  Wadiworth,  700,000 

"                             Do.  Pennsylvania^         do«  100,000 

«                            Do.  New  Jersey,            do.  200,000 

"                            Do.  N.York,                 do.  400,000 

''                             Do.  Connecticat,            do.  000,000 

**                              Do.  Rhode  Island,         do.  100,000 

'     **                            Do.                              MassaohnieUBaj,  do.  800,000 

"                             Do.  New  Hampshire,    do.  800.000 

"                             Do.  Virginia,                 do.  1,000,000 

"                            Do.  N.  Carolina,            do.  400,000 

20th,                        Do.  N.Jersey,               do.  250,000 

22d,                         Do.  Pennsylvania,  G.  Green,  200,000 

Do.  Maryland,            do.  400,000 

Do.  Virginia,              do.  600,000 

Do..  North  Carolina,  do.  200,000 

Do.  Connecticut,         do.  150,000 

Do.  N.York,              do.  400,000 

,     »                          Do.  Delaware,            do.  60,000 

«^tt.  1st,  1780.  Do.  N.  Hampshire,  J.  Wadsworth,  300,000 

"                         Do.  MaesaehasetsBay,     do.  1,000,006 

«                         Do.  Rhode  laland,            do.  76,000 

«                        po.  ConneeUcut,              do.  1,600,000 

•*                       Do.                       .      PenneylTanis, .         da*  *£2'22i 

•»                       Dov                      •     D6UwaW,    '              «d  n,9W 
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Jmu  lift»  1780.  OntheTn'r 

ii 

Do. 

u 

Do. 

3d,    « 

Do. 

4tb,  ** 

Do. 

6th,  " 

Do. 

14th,  '* 

Do. 

20th,  " 

Do. 

a         *t 

Do. 

tt        a 

Do. 

M          « 

Do. 

24,     " 

Do. 

«»26,     " 

Do. 

"  27,    " 

Do. 

F#b.  7,    " 

Do. 

"    8,    " 

Do. 

u  12,    « 

Do. 

«  28,    « 

Do. 

M        « 

Do. 

M        <4 

• 

Do. 

44    'a 

• 

Do. 

New  Hampshire, 

Massachnsets, 

Bhodo  Island, 

ConnecticQty 

New  York, 

N.  Jersej, 

PennsyWania,    • 

Delaware,  . 

MMryland,           • 

Virginia,     • 

North  Carolina,  . 

Boath  Carolina, 

of  the  State  of  Maryland,  J.Wadiworth,   $500,000 
Virginia,  do.  750,00^ 

N.  Carolina,  do.  750,000 

*  Pen.  B'dof  War,  C.  Howard,  1,000,000 
8.  Carolina^  W.  Palfrey,  2,000,000 
Ditto,  HallAJerraif,  1,000,000 
Pennsylvania,  G.  Green,  200,000 
MaMaehoMts,  B.  Blane,  600,000 
Rhode  Island,        do.  175,000. 

Connecticut,  do.  1,550,000 

Delaware,  do.  175,000 

N.  T.  in  tkvova  of  B.  Blane,  18S,000 
Pennsylrania,  ditto,  1,000,000 
ditto,  Wm.  Henry,  100,000 
N.  Carolina,  S.  Moore,  80,000 
Pennsylvania,  G.  Green,  800,000 
Virginia,  Georgia,       800,000 

Bhode  Island,     G.  Green,       80,000 
Virginia,  do.  150,000 

Delaware,  do.  60,001^ 

N.  York,  do.  150,OM 


800,000 
9,300,000 

430,000 
3,800,000 
1,750,000 

450,000 
8,160,000 

176^000 
1,100,000 
8,400,000 
1,555,000 
8,000,000 

$21,710,000 


Indoned, 

Draaghta  of  Congress  on  the  sereral  States  (h)m  Nov.  24, 1779,  to  Feb.  28, 
1780,  inclusive. 


Board  op  War  to  President  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  March  7, 1780. 
Sir, 

We  liavc  received  from  the  Gommissary  General  of  purchases,  the 
most  distressing  Accounts  of  the  State  of  the  Magazines  of  ProvisioDS 
at  Camp.  The  Flour  on  Hand  will  not  serve  the  Troops  ahove  ten 
Days,  &  there  is  little  Prospect  of  Continental  Svip^lica  of  this  Article. 
If  a  similar  Famine  to  that  which  has  already  happened  this  Winter 
should  take  place,  the  Army  must  inevitably  disband,  as  the  Vicinity 
of  the  Camp  is  exhausted  of  its  Provisions,  &  indeed  the  whole  State 
of  Jersey  is  distressed  by  thehr  Exertions  for  the  Supply  of  the 
Troops..    Wo  have,  theroforo^  no  Hopes  of  any  Besouroe  in  C^e  of 
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Neoessitj  to  be  dnwn  from  the  State  of  New  Joney.    Cooeoious  of 

the  ReadioesB  ever  ihown  bj  vour  EzoeUenoy  to  anUt  in  relieving 

the  Distress  of  the  Army,  we  hive  thought  it  proper  to  inform  you 

of  the  Matter,  &  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  information  herein 

given  before  the  €k>nncO,  or  (if  prudent  to  make  it  so  public)  beforo 

the  Assembly,  that  if  anv  Belief  can  be  given  by  this  State  in  the 

Avdole  of  Floor,  it  may  be  afforded^  &  the  impending  Miafortuiot 

of  the  Army  prevented. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respeot  &  Bsteemi 
your  very  obed*  Servants. 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  order.* 
Dutcud,—On  public  Servioe. 

His  Eioellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esq^  IVesidenti  Ao. 
(War  Office.) 


F.  A.  MUHLENBBBG  TO  PRESIDENT   BeED,   1780. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Melaheimer,  formerly  Chaplain  to  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons  in 
the  brittsh  Servioe,  having  made  Application  to  me,  I  beg  Leave  to 
ianze  your  Excellency  that  I  have  known  him  well  ever  since  he 
Itti  been  in  this  State,  &  have  alwavs  found  him  to  be  a  true  Friend 
to  American  Liberty,  &  desirous  of  remaining  in  this  Country.  He 
bu  to  my  certain  knowledge  sacrificed  his  little  all,  together  with 
^ery  Prospect  of  future  Promotion  in  hie  native  Country.  He  has 
hitherto  officiated  in  some  small  Congregations  near  Lebanon,  Lan- 
caster County ;  but  unfortunately  for  him,  was  some  Time  ago  sus- 
pected of  interfering  in  an  old  Dispute  between  the  Members  of  the 
German  Luth.  Congregation  at  Lebanon,  which  occasioned  one  party 
of  them  to  apply  to  the  Honble.  Judse  Atlee,  to  have  him  removed. 
He  larares  me  he  never  meddled  either  with  the  one  or  tho  other 
Party,  and  ie  willing  to  bind  himself  not  to  interfere  in  their  Church 
disputes,  nor  to  officiate  there,  unless  by  the  unanimous  Consent  of 
both  Parties. 

I  ask  Pardon  for  drawing  your  Excellencies  Attention  from  more 
important  Concerns,  k  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  most  perfect 
^Bteem  &  Regard, 

Your  Excellencies  most 

obedient  &  very  humble  ServS 

F.  A.  MUHLENBERG. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq^  President  of  tho  State  of 
P^Qsilvania. 
^^oned,  Mar.  7,  1780. 

*  Bee  pAge  182. 
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CoMMBS.  OF  Taxes  fob  Bebks  Co.  to  Pbes.  Beed,  178C 

Readingi  March  8%  1780. 
Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  laj  the  iDcloaed  Letter  of  Ja*  Biddle  Esq'  befo 
the  Hon***  CouncUi  and  beg  their  advise  thereon,  as  Several  tar 
Obstinate  Inhabitants  in  this  Goantj  have  positive  refused  to  malt 
any  retam  for  raising  the  Supplies  for  1779  which  this  Board  tool 
as  an  Conoealment  of  the  Efie^  in  fiiot  and  accordingly  Taxed  then 
fourfold.  And  now  the  Attorneys  of  Law  think  to  make  a  Handl 
thereof,  to  the  great  delay  of  Collecting  future  Taxes  and  IrritatiDj 
the  good  people,  (for  if  the  Money  must  be  returned  to  those  br 
them  Called  Tories,)  they  will  be  very  dissattisfyed.    We  are  Sir 

Your  most  Ob* 

Humble  Servants, 

JOHN  KIRLIN, 
ADAM  WITMAN, 
THO-.  JONES,  Jun'. 

Gommia'*.* 

Directed, 

His  Ezoellenoy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'  President  of  the  Supran 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonw^th  of  Pennsylvaniaj  Phih 
dalphia. 


Hon.  Wm.  Atlee  to  Pbes.  Beed,  1780. 

Lancaster,  the  8"^  Mareh,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Letter  of  the  8'  instant  and  shall  am 
able  to  the  request  of  Council  issue  warrants  and  endeavour  to  am 
John  Rein  and  John  Myer's  immediately  apprehended. 

As  to  Rein  there  have  been  several  unsuccessful  attempts  to  tal 
him  &  I  must  prevail  on  the  Sheriff  to  send  some  Person  to  execu 
the  warrants  (against  both  of  them,)  who  is  unknown  to  the  inha 
itanta  of  the  part  of  the  Country  where  they  lurk.  Mycr's  ia  b 
lately  returned  I  believe  and  as  I  had  some  reason  to  think  the  Chi 
Justice  had  a  List  of  James's  Corps  of  Light  Horse,  I  wrote 
him  some  Days  agoe  to  know  if  Myer's  name  was  among  the 

*  See  GoL  Beo.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  275. 
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iAtendiDg  io  have  him  taken.    As  to  the  Traffiok  carried  on  from 
ILnn's  MiUy  I  had  hints  some  time  sinoe,  that  a  quantity  of  Floor 
had  heen  taken  from  thence  to  Newport,  and  mentioned  it  in  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Chief  Jastice,  with  the  suspicions  of  the  informers  that  it 
was  intended  for  the  Enemy  and  as  he  was  in  my  opinion  well 
leopiainted  with  the  People  of  that  part  of  the  Country  proposed  to 
Um  to  get  some  trusty  person  there  to  have  an  Eye  upon  the  Flour 

K  of  which  was  thouriit  to  be  stored  with  one  Allen  in  that  place. 
Hill  is  a  oonsiderable  distanoe  from  Lancaster,  and  one  of  the 
PenoBSjoa  suppose  to  be  concerned,  to  wit,  M'  Crawford,  is  the 
PenoD  whom  I  shou'd  least  have  suspected  &  shou'd  have  requested 
io  ittesd  to  what  was  doins  there,  as  he  has  been  a  Colonel  of  our 
Militia  k  I  thought  a  steac^  honut  Whig  but  shall  now  say  nothing 
of  the  matter  to  him  &  shall  give  every  attention  in  my  power  to 
whit  is  going  forward  there. 

If  joar  S^retary  oou'd  furnish  me  with  a  list  of  the  proscribed 
PenoDs,  it  won'd  much  oblige  me  mine  has  been  handed  about  at 
the  Coorti  till  lost  to  me. 

lam  Sir 

your  most  obed5  hum^  servant, 

WILL.  ATTLEB. 

Dweted, 

His  Bxoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esquirei  President  of  the  State  of 
PemMjhania. 

1P  fiTonr  of 


n  ■  Parr  Esquire. 


} 


Pbes.  Rbed  to  Commrs.  of  Taxes,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Council  have  been  informed  that  you  have  stopp'd  the  Col- 
leetion  of  the  Taxes  with  Respect  to  those  Persons  who  have  declined 
^^ing  a  Return  of  their  Property  agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Ass^  k 
We  etDDot  by  any  Means  approve  of  this  Measure  as  it  must  have 
^  pernicious  Consequeoces  to  our  public  Afiairs.  It  is  therefore 
tb  elear  Opinion  of  this  Board  that  untill  the  Assembly  shall  think 
Proper  by  another  Law  to  alter  that  now  in  Force  (which  we  do  not 
understand  they  intend  to  dp)  you  ought  to  proceed  agreeable  to  the 
^^  Generars  Opinion  leaving  any  Person  who  may  think  himself 
i&jored  to  seek  his  Remedy  in  the  Courts  of  Law  where  only  a  proper 
Oonstruotion  can  be  made.  And  you  may  be  assured  of  the  utmost 
Support  of  the  Board  in  a  firm  &  resolttte  Discharge  of  your  Duty 

6* 
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in  this  &  all  other  Respects.  It  is  of  conrse  the  Sense  of  the  Bourd 
that  jou  as  soon  as  possible  recall  any  Orders  given  to  stay  tho 
Prooeedings  of  t)ie  Collectors  on  the  other  Hand  that  yon  nrge  ft 
speedy  Collection  k  Payment.  We  are  clearly  of  Opinion  that  any. 
Discrimination  will  embarass  this  important  Business  &  that  tM 
executive  Branches  of  Ooverm^  of  every  kind  ought  not  to  ezeroisi 
any  Discretion  or  Judgment  in  snroending  the  ExecuUon  of  aaj 
Law  but  leave  the  Construction  to  the  Courts  of  Law  &  where  dia 
Law  18  plain  the  inoonvenienoes  or  Hardships  to  the  Legialatnre. 

lam. 

Liiionedf 
March  9, 1780. 


Arch'd  McClban  to  Pbks.  Rebd,  1780. 

York,  March  10«^,  1780. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  16«^  Day  of  December  last  I 
acknowledge  to  have  received  shortly  after  by  the  Hands  of  M' 
M^CallisteTi  Together  with  the  several  Papers  accompanying  the 
same,  and  immediately  on  the  Receipt  thereof,  distributed  the 
several  Papers  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  Directions,  and  whieh, 
had  not  the  great  Fall  of  Snow  and  the  Extream  rigorous  Season  so 
shortly  after  intervened,  good  Effects  would  have  accrued  to  the 
Treasury  thereby,  And  altho'  so  much  from  the  above  suggested 
Cause  hath  not  hitherto  been  done  as  could  have  been  wisbra,  yet 
I  am  informed  the  Treasurer  hath  been  enabled  to  furnish  the  De- 
partments here  with  coosiderabb  Sums  of  Money,  and  more  is  daily 
coming  in. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  laying  the  Monthly  Tax  are  now 
sitting  and  seem  disposed  to  press  the  immediate  laying  and  Collect- 
ing the  same  with  Vigour. 

Inclosed  I  send  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable  the  Gomi- 
dl  a  Copy  of  a  Deposition*  taken  by  me  some  time  past,  respeotbc 
the  Conduct  of  a  Certain  Robert  Erwin  (alias  Irwin)  of  the  Town  of 
Hanover,  who  had  been  first  appointed  by  M'  William  BuchanaUi 
to  make  Provision  at  that  Place  for  the  supply  of  the  Marohiog 
Troops  &c.,  and  if  I  mistake  not  was  afterwards  farther  empowered 
by  General  Gates  whilst  he  presided  in  the  Board  of  War,  And  in 
Vertue  of  the  said  appointment  acted  for  some  time  in  divers  Capaci- 
ties, Viz.,  As  Quarter  Master,  &  Purohasinff  and  Issuing  Commissary, 
&c.  In  which  Stations  it  is  but  too  likely  that  he  hath  not  aot^ 
with  that  Fidelity  which  he  ought  to  have  done.  As  by  the  Affidavit 
of  Philip  ShoU  appears.   As  it  will  at  all  Times  be  very  disagreeable 

*  See  page  14. 
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to  me  to  tremble  your  Exoellenoj  and  tho  Hononnble  Conneil  with 

•ly  triTial  Matter,  or  with  any  Case  which  doth  not  strictly  £dl 

vider  the  Cognisanoe  of  the  Executive  Power  of  the  State ;  So  on 

tin  other  Hand  the  line  of  the  Staff  Department  and  the  Calling 

penonato  aoooant  of  the  Appointment  of  Congress  or  of  those  under 

then  who  are  guilty  or  Charged  with  Fraud  or  Peculation  is  so  diffi- 

eolt  andCritieai,aB  I  would  not  willingly  mistake  or  mix  the  Powers 

from  whence  Redress  ought  to  come  nor  yet  willingly  and  tamely 

8abmit  to  wink  at  the  perpetration  of  Frauds  Committed  by  their 

Servants  or  those  of  their  appointment,  a  desire  therefore  to  be 

farther  directed  in  this  Matter  by  your  Excellency  is  my  only  Reason 

for  troubling  you  therewith. 

Shortly  after  I  had  taken  the  Deposition,  and  finding  thereby  that 
ft  Qaantity  of  Liquors,  Bacon  Oats,  &c.,  had  been  disposed  of,  and 
hetriog  That  the  Rye  and  the  Flour  was  also  likely  to  be  squandered, 
I  waSi  a  Warrant  of  Seixure  under  the  late  Law  (tho'  I  was  and 
still  am  perswaded  the  property  to  be  that  of  the  publick)  directed 
to  Philip  Sholl,  the  informer,  and  lest  he  should  be  intimidated  or 
deterred  from  doing  his  Duty,  I  rode  to  the  Place  myself,  and  being 
hfoned  with  the  personal  Attendance  of  Col*  M^Callister  and  Slagle, 
Esq",  both  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  County,  we  seised  17  Casks 
of  Floor,  (being  all  that  then  remained)  and  about  110  Bushels  of 
the  Rje; — ^This  Step  was  taken  to  secure  as  much  as  we  could  until 
farther  Enquiry  and  Order  could  be  thereon  had. 

His  Behaviour  on  the  Occasion  was  somewhat  Sullen,  and  insolent 
i>  veil  as  disrespectful,  pertinaciously  asserting  the  Property  of  both 
wen  Tested  in  him,  but  would  not  directly  say  by  what  Means, 
excepting  that  sometimes  he  hinted  It  was  allowed  him  for  his  Ser- 
vices, ftgain  (tho'  he  did  not  directly  say)  Queried  if  he  had  not  a 
^Kht  to  purchase  the  Rations  of  Soldiers  ?  and  insinuated  that  he 
hu  gotten  it  in  that  Way,  and  positively  asserting  that  he  had 
settled  his  Accounts,  said  the  Property  was  his. 

Notwithstanding  which,  (As  it  can  be  proved  That  the  Whole  of 
the  Flour  had  been  purchased  by  other  Persons  for  Continental  Use, 
ftod  hialed  there  at  the  publick  Expcnce  and  delivered  to  him  as 
Ittoiog  Commissary,  And  as  the  Rye  tho'  purchased  by  Erwin 
buDself,  yet  it  can  be  proved  that  when  he  purchased  it  he  did  so 
for  the  Publick,  and  that  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  Place  paid  the 
Veims  for  hauling  it,)  I  have  requested  Col.  Slagle  to  Recognize 
^  ttid  Robert  Erwin  to  our  next  April  Sessions  to  answer  to  the 
^^iees,  Together  with  the  said  Shell,  also  the  Person  from  whom 
^  Rje  was  purchased,  also  the  Waggoner  who  hauled  it,  also  the 
Qiuirter  Master  who  paid  the  Expence  as  well  for  the  hauling  the 
Wour  as  the  Rye— as  Witnesses  for  the  State. 

If  he  hath  settled  his  Accounts  as  himself  saith  I  presume  Col. 
Blain  will  have  some  Knowledge  thereof,  and  who  I  am  perswaded 
Would  not  wink  at  such  Proceedings  if  acquainted  therewith. 
As  the  Flour  is  on  the  very  point  of  spoiling,  and  aa  I  am  told 
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will  now  only  do  to  be  used  for  Biskety  it  reqitires  That  Order  be 
taken  thereon  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  Col.  Miller  is  now  in 
Philadelphia,  he  'i^  be  ready  to  receive  whatever  yonr  Ezoellenef 
and  the  Honourable  Board  may  be  pleased  to  direot. 

After  sincerely  acknowledging  Tour  Exoellenoy's  favourable  Sen- 
timents of  my  Conduct  as  expressed  in  your  Letter,  and  wishing  to 
be  ever  found  worthy  thereof|  as  well  in  principle  as  practice 

I  remain, 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

ARCH'  MACLEAN. 

Direciedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniai  Philadelphia. 


Qbk.  Washington  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Qrs.  Morristown,  March  W\  1780. 

Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  Honor  of  writing  to  your  Excellency  on  the 
20^ulto/I  have  obtained  some  Returns  of  Corps  which  I  had  not 
then.  I  find  there  are  in  Moylan's  Regiment  of  Dragoons  a  few 
men  belonging  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  I  inclose  yon 
a  particular  Return,  speeifying  the  Times  of  their  engagement. 

I  have,  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect  &  esteemi 

Yr.  Excellency's 

most  Obedt.  Servant, 

G-  WASHINGTON.* 

Dxrectedf 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph   Reed^  Esq.   President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

G-  WASHINGTON. 

Read  March  25, 1780. 

T.  M.  Secy. 

♦See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol  XII.,  p.  298. 
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Betorn  of  non  Commissioned  Officers  &  Privates,  in  the  4  Regi- 
meat  of  Light  Pragooos,  (Mojrlan's),  belonging  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
■jlnnia;  speceifjing  the  terms  for  which  they  stand  engaged. 


War. 


11 


ApriL 


July. 


Sept'. 


18 


Total. 


Ofilj  Eleven  of  the  men  included  in  the  above  Return,  are  to  be 
<Mit^  88  part  of  the  States  Quota  ;  as  the  inlistmenta  of  the  Rest, 
«zpire  before  the  last  of  September,  1780. 


Adam  WixMAif*  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

DeirSir, 

Toar  Printed  Letters  of  the  7th  December,  1779,  Came  to  hand 
tbe22><  January,  1780.  I  Imediately  sent  to  Each  of  the  other 
Com**  their  Part,  and  several  of  the  others  to  the  Collectors,  which 
WIS  jet  in  arrear  for  tax ;  and  now  I  belief  the  first  Quota  for 
Berb  County,  of  the  supplies  for  1779,  is  settled  with  the  State 
Treisarer,  and  now  we  are  shortly  to  hold  the  appeal  for  the  adi- 
tioQil  supplies  for  1779.  To  wit,  the  20th  InsS  and  to  Continue 
intil  the  30th  Inclusive.  Three  Townships  are  notified  to  appear 
£«ch  Particular  Day.  But  now  we  arc  upstructed  in  Evry  quarter ; 
tome  threathen  our  Lives,  others  say  they  will  all  Gome  in  a  body 
M  the  appeal,  &c  There  are  whole  Townships  wherein  not  a  man 
^  sworn  to  his  return,  Even  some  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
**  thej  are  stiled,  Have  refused  to  make  their  Returns  on  Oatl^. 
^here  is  a  suit  actually  Commenced  against  one  of  our  Late  Collec- 
tors md  my  self,  by  a  Mean  Scounderall  att'y,  &c.,  &c.,  who  livea 
OqIj  three  Doors  from  my  house.  Now  Sir,  and  Gent"  of  the 
CouQcil,  if  this  is  Permited,  we  will  be  hard  set  to  get  any  Body 
^  Collect.  There  are  Five  who  have  already  thrown  up  there 
^plieates,  and  Declare  they  will  not  Serve ;  when  this  comes  to 
^eir  Ears,  that  our  Warrants  are  not  to  be  obeyed,  nothing  will  be 
^Qe.  I  shall  now  Proceed  to  state  the  Case  for  which  the  suit  is 
Brought  exactly  [and  Inclose  you  a  Copy  of  our  Warrants  to  the 
Collectors].  At  our  Last  Appeal  a  Man  appeared,  whose  Son  was 
•I^ued  for  his  head,  who  asked  why  his  neighbour's  son,  Thomas, 
Was  not  Taxed,  as  well  as  his  son,  to  which  some  of  the  Board 
f^plied  that  he  had  not  been  returned,  neither  Did  any  of  us  know 
^  he  was  of  age  or  not ;  the  man  Insisted  that  he  should  be  entered 
jQ  the  Duplicate,  if  said  Thomas  was  not  of  Lawfull  age  he  would 
^  Liable  for  the  Tax,  which  Engagement  One  of  the  Board  Entered 

*  <*  Commiasary  of  the  Tax  in  Berks  County." 
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on  our  Minatcs,  and  Entered  said  Thomas  on  the  Duplicate  aoeord* 
inglj.  But  when  the  Family  of  Thomas  heard  of  this,  his  Broihei 
Came  to  us  with  a  small  scrap  of  Paper,  which  he  saith  was  a  Copj 
of  some  record  of  a  Church.  The  Board  was  of  Opinion  that  wai 
not  suficient  Proof,  and  told  him  that  his  Father  or  Mother  mm! 
qualifye  before  some  Justice,  respecting  the  age  of  hb  Brother,  and 
if  he  was  not  as  old  as  was  Represented  to  us,  we  would  InstanUj 
Discharge  him,  and  Inform  the  Neighbour  Concerning  his  Engaca- 
ment,  But  the  Brother  refused  to  Do  this,  and  still  Insisted  that  tiu 
Proof  above  mentioned  was  suficient;  thus  the  matter  Hung  to 
the  Last,  neither  the  Father  or  the  Mother  appeareth  with  us.  -  A 
few  Days  ago  the  Collector  Conveyed  the  said  Thomas  to  Readingj 
with  Intent  to  Make  a  settlement  of  his  Duplicate,  as  also  of  thU 
Disputed  affair,  and  went  to  my  house  with  said  Thomas  and  the 
Brother;  the  Collector  requested  me  to  Read  the  Warrant,  sayiof 
I  Cant  Read  or  Right,  which  I  Did,  and  told  him  to  Follow  hii 
orders.  Then  Thomas's  Brother  Begun  to  argue  afresh  about  hii 
Church  Book  or  Record.  I  told  him  that  I  could  Do  nothing  by 
myself,  and  had  no  orders  from  the  Board ;  on  which  they  left  mj 
house,  and  the  Colector  conveyed  him  to  Goal.  Now  I  am  singled 
out,  and  the  said  Suit  is  commenced.  I  am  the  youncest  of  tbc 
then  Commissioners,  have  Done  no  Better  nor  Worse  than  any  ai 
the  other  Com**.  This  must  make  it  appear  to  be  spite  and  veift^ 
tious.  One  years  service  in  the  Capacity  of  Com*^  or  ass',  is  More 
Burthensom  now  as  Ten  years  formerly.  We  neglect  our  own 
Business,  sink  Money,  and  Get  abused  by  many  Imputant  Soampt. 
I  also  Inclose  you  a  Copy  of  the  Summons  which,  when  you  have 
Perused,  Please  to  return.  I  Humbly  Intreat  you  to  afifbrd  us  some 
useful!  aid  on  the  subject 

If  this  is  Permitted  that  Known  Torys  may  Perplex  us  and 
abuse  us  in  our  office  at  Pleasure,  Taxation  Can  not  be  Carried  on 
with  Dispatch.  I  can  assure  you  Gentlemen,  that  meny,  who  son 
of  you  well  know,  and  who  you  would  not  suspect,  are  Engaged 
aginst  us — I  will  not  mention  no  names  this  time. 

You  may  Relay  on  it  that  the  Y^ue  mentioned  in  the  Act  ol 
General  Assembly  would  not  Compell  some  of  us  to  serve  in  the 
Capacity  of  Com**  &  assessors,  was  it  not  for  the  Love  of  our  Countr] 
and  the  Regard  of  our  Duty  thereto. 

your  most  obedient  j  Jumble  ServS 

ADAM  WITMAN. 

P.  S.  There  is  an  Evil  attcnting,  to  wit,,  We  Do  not  or  at  m 
Time  Get  the  Acts  of  Gen>  Assembly  in  Due  Time,  altho.  we  arc 
But  a  small  Stop  from  the  City.  I  can  not  Imagine  how  the  Baol 
Counties  Do ;  its  a  great  Hinderance,  and  must  Put  Busines  fiu 
back.  A.  W. 

Directed, 

To  Joseph  Read,  Esquire,  President  in  Council^  Philadelphia. 
im2r>rse(/.— Received  March  12, 1780. 
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Proclamation  of  Congress,  1780.. 

It  hiTiog  pleased  the  righteoas  Oovernor  of  the  World,  for  the 
poDisbment  of  our  manifold  offenoes,  to  permit  the  sword  of  war 
itill  to  harass  our  oountiT,  it  beeomes  us  to  endeavour^  bjr  hambling 
onnelTCs  before  him,  ana  toraiDg  from  every  evil  way,  to  avert  his 
anger  and  obtain  his  favonr  and  blessing;  it  is  therefore  hereby 
Noomnended  to  the  several  States, 

TbI  Wednesday,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April  ne^t,  be  set 
apirft  and  observed  as  a  day  of  fa»ting,  humiliation  and  prayer, 
tbit  we  may,  with  ono  heart  and  one  voice,  implore  the  Sovereign 
Itfd  of  heaven  and  earth  to  remember  mercy  in  his  Judgments ; 
to  Bttke  OS  sincerely  penitent  for  our  trans^ssions ;  to  prepare  us 
fiff  deUferanee,  and  to  remove  the  evils  with  which  he  hath  been 
pleased  to  visit  us ;  to  banish  vice  and  irreligion  from  among  us, 
and  establish  virtue  and  pie^y  by  his  divine  grace;  to  bless  all 
pablio  Councils  throughout  the  United  States,  giving  them  wisdom, 
firnnen,  and  unanimity,  and  directing  them  to  the  best  measures 
for  the  public  good;  to  bless  the  magistrates  and  people  of  every, 
nak,  and  animate  and  unite  the  hearts  of  all  to  promote  the  interest 
of  their  Countrv ;  to  bless  the  public  defence,  inspiring  all  Com- 
loxo^en  of  soldiers  with  magnanimity  and  perseverance,  and  giving 
^gonr  and  success  to  the  military  operations  by  sea  and  land ;  to 
Ue88  the  illustrious  sovereign  and  the  nation  in  alliance  with  thwSe 
Stately  and  all  who  interest  themselves  in  the  Support  of  our  rights 
M<1  liberties;  to  make  that  alliance  of  perpetual  and  extensive 
^ttloess  to  those  immediately  concerned,  and  mankind  in  general, 
^  gnmt  fruitfiill  seasons,  and  to  bless  our  Industry  trade  and  manu- 
Wures;  to  bless  all  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  every 
1^08  of  instruction  and  education ;  to  cause  Wars  to  cease,  and 
to  establish  peace  among  the  Nations. 

And  it  is  further  recommended  that  servile  labour  and  recreations 
^  forbidden  on  the  said  day. 

DoDe  in  Congress,  the  Eleventh  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of 
^  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  in  the  fourth 
J^  of  our  Independence. 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 

President 
Attest,  CHA.  THOMSON,  Secretary.* 

nSO,  received  March  15th,  Proclamation  of  Congress  for  a  day 
of  fasting  and  prayer.    26th  of  April  next. 

*  See  CoL  Roo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  279,  282. 
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Gov.  Quo.  CLiBrroK  to  P&bs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Albany  11"^  Mtreh,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Legislature  of  this  state  have  had  under  their  OonsideratioB 
the  aot  of  Ooagress,  recommeadiag  it  to  the  several  States  to  mmhe 
proper  Provision  for  their  respective  Troops  serving  in  the  armj  of 
the  United  States,  to  take  Place  at  the  Expiration  of  the  wiTi  bat 
have  deferKd  taking  their  final  Measures  upon  the  Subject  till  tiMj 
are  informed  what  Provision  has  been  made  in  the  other  Stfttea  it 
the  Union,  being  sollioitous  that  this  Business  may  be  oonductod, 
particularly  with  Respect  to  the  allowances  to  be  made  to  the  Troopi 
as  nearly  as  possible  upon  one  uniform  System  through  the  whole. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  the  Favour  of  your  Excellency  to 
inform  me  what  Steps  have  been  taken  in  the  State  over  which  yoa 
preside,  in  Consequence  of  that  Recommendation,  and  whether  any 
ft  what  Provision  has  been  made  for  the  widows  &  Children  oif 
such  Officers  and  Soldiers  as  die  while  in  Service,  and  I  shaU  bo 
much  obliged  if  I  may  be  favoured  with  your  answer  on  this  Subject 
in  Season  to  lay  it  before  the  Legislature  on  the  Ist  of  Juno  next 
to  which  Time  they  stand  adjourned. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect  &  Esteem, 
Your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

GEO.  CLINTON.* 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Read  Esquire,  President  of  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Philadelphia. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Board  op  War,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

We  received  your  Favour  acquainting  us  with  your  Apprehensiont- 
of  another  scarcity  in  Camp.  We  hoped  such  Measures  would  have 
been  taken  after  the  Distress  experienced  last  Fall,  as  would  have 
prevented  a  like  Calamity.  We  are  firmly  persuaded  that  temporary 
Expedients  tho  they  give  immediate  Relief  eveotually  tend  to  create 
fresh  Difficulties,  and  that  nothing  now  can  be  effected  but  a  System 
founded  on  a  settled  Medium  of  Trade.  The  same  Spirit  which  has 
animated  us  hitherto,  will  induce  us  to  use  every  Means  in  our 
Power  to  prevent  the  melancholy  Consequenccff  you  apprehend ;  but 

*  See  Ck>L  Reo.,  Vol  XIL,  p.  S06. 
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it  18  with  iDfinite  Conoern  wo  mast  inform  yon  that  our  abilities 
lenen  the  oftener  these  extraordiDary  ExertioDB  are  made^  &  how- 
ever paiDful  the  DeclaratioD;  our  Duty  to  ourselves  &  the  pnblick 
obliges  us  to  inform  you  that  we  have  no  reasonable  Prospect  of 
oferiDg  any  Speedy  Belief|  ft  that  for  the  following  Reasons,  First. 

That  we  have  not  Continental  Money  in  our  Treasury  having 
booonred  the  Orders  of  Congress  as  fast  as  they  were  presented. 
2nd.  The  Confidence  in  it  is  so  much  impaired,  that  we  have  Reason 
to  fear  it  will  not  now  be  held  in  sufficient  Estimation  to  draw  from 
the  Coontry  the  necessary  supply. 

We  eaimot  think  oarselves,  justified  in  keeping  you  in  Suspense 
» holding  oat  an  Ezpeetation  which  we  have  too  tnuch  Reason  to 
^  till  prove  delusive^  and  therefore  while  we  tender  our  best 
8er?iee8  on  tilfs  OcoasioUi  deem  it  best  to  acquaint  you  however  un- 
pbaaBt  the  Duty^  with  the  real  State  of  the  JBusiness. 

I  am  Qent. 

Tour  obedt.  Hbbl. 

Servt* 


Pais.  BX£B  TO  COMMIB6IONER8  OF  BSBKS  Co.  1780. 

Philad%  March  18;  1780. 

Gentlemen : 

Tour  letter  of  the  Inst^f  has  been  duly  received  &  laid  before 
the  CoQDcil.  As  the  Difficulties  you  have  met  with  in  the  execution 
ofyoorOffice,  we  believe  originated  here  it  becomes  easier  to  give 
Joaafall&  clear  Answer.  Our  Advice  &  Direction  therefore  is 
that  jon  proceed  upon  the  Act  of  Assembly  agreeable  to  the  Opin- 
ion of  the  Att^  General  which  is  enclosed  k  which  was  obtained  in 
Consequence  of  a  like  Objection  made  here  by  Persons  who  have 
i&uiifested  little  Attachment  to  the  great  Cause  we  have  been  and 
^  yet  supporting.  When  Oentlemen  of  the  Law  give  their  Opinion  to 
^ir  Clients  they  are  acting  in  their  Profession  &  if  any  Person  chooses 
on  such  an  Opinion  to  enter  into  a  Contest  with  the  public  Officers  he 
BiQst  abide  the  Consequences,  but  then  Opinions  are  generally  too  int- 
erested to  be  a  safe  Guide  to  publick  Officers  &  we  recommend  to  you 
}oi  to  pay  any  Regard  to  them  in  the  execution  of  your  Office,  but 
in  cases  of  real  Difficulty  to  apply  to  the  Board  as  you  have  now . 
done,  to  the  Supreme  Court  or  Attorney  General  when  Alone, 

We  therefore  have  only  to  repeat  to  you  what  we  have  already 
Biid  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  that  you  ought  to  proceed 
with  Firmness  and  Temper  in  the  Collection  of  the  Taxes,  leaving  to 
lo^viduals  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Laws  of  the  Country  for  Re- 

*  See  page  128, 188.  t  ^*^  P*  ^^* 
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dress  if  thcj  apprehend  ihemselyes  injured  &  while  acting  i 
impartiality  &  Integrity  you  may  rely  upon  our  fullest  Suppoi 
Assistance. 

I  am  GknUemen, 

Your  Obed'  Hbble  SerrS 

JOS  REED, 

PresidoBi 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Mons.  Holker^  F.  C.  1780. 

Sir, 

One  of  the  Delegates  in  Congress  from  this  State  a  few  Daja, 
presented  us  with  a  Resolve  of  that  Hon.  Body  requesting  that  ; 
might  be  supplied  before  the  1"*  May  with  6000  Barrels  of  Fk 
600  Bbls  Pork,  &  200  Bbls  of  Beef  by  this  State.  It  is  with  gi 
Concern  Sir,  that  we  are  obliged  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
Prospect  of  being  able  to  comply  with  this  Request  in  our  prei 
Circumstances  and  that  we  would  wish  you  in  your  Arrangement  no 
depend  upon,  us  for  this  Supply  least  a  Disappointment  may  pr 
injurious  to  your  yiews.  We  shall  make  the  utmost  ezertHlDi 
comply  (as  far  as  we  are  enabled)  with  the  generaf  Requisition 
Congress  but  in  our  present  Situation  we  cannot  in  Justice  to  ] 
or  ourselves  enter  into  any  such  special  Engagement.  At  the  m 
Time  I  beg  Leave  to  inform  you  that  we  have  not  the  least  Objeot 
to  your  m  wng  any  Purchases  you  may  think  proper  for  the  use 
the  royal  Marino  of  France. 

I  am  Sir,  Tour  Obed* 

&  very  Hbble  Serv*.*    ^ 


Gen.  Hand  to  Pres.  Besd,  1780. 

Camp  near  Morristown,  13^  Maroh^  1780 
Sir, 

As  it  is  likely  the  State  will  fal  on  some  Better  mode  of  nii 
the  number  of  men  deficient  in  its  Proportion  for  the  Present  y 
than  by  sending  Officers  from  the  Different  Regiments  to  reon 
I  think  it  would  be  an  Object  worthy  the  Attention  of  Council 
have  the  recruits  distributed  to  the  Several  Regiments  in  Such  { 
portions  as  their  present  Strength  will  require  in  Order  to  level 

*  Col.  Bee.  YoL  XII.  p.  276, 
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ngimentfly  if  that  should  not  be  the  Case  the  appearance  of  the 
whole  line  will  be  moeh  hart  &  the  weaker  Regiments  rendered 
eoDtemptable  even  in  their  own  estimation  and  except  the  number 
of  the  Regiments  be  redaoed  by  incorporation  I  cant  devise  any 
other  mode  of  leveling  the  different  Corps.  The  4*^  &  11*^  Regi- 
ments ire  deficient  in  the  Article  of  Thread  to  make  up  the  Cloth 
dnvn  by  the  last  distribotioo.  I  wish  there  was  a  Possibility  of 
maedying  the  defeot,  indeed  there  should  be  an  oyerproportion 
otherwiie  the  Cloths  will  very  shortly  be  unfit  for  Service  for  want 
ol  mending. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  respect 

jour  ExC"  most  obed*  ft  most  Hble  serv*, 

EDW*.  HAND.* 

Dineted. 

(On  (Hiblic  service.) 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
SxeeotiTe  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Prbs.  of  Congbbss  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  March  11, 1780. 

Sneloeed  your  Excellency  will  receive  a  Recommendation  of  Con- 
gram  to  the  several  States  to  set  apart  Wednesday  the  26'^  of  April 
Mxt  IB  a  Day  of  Fasting,  Humiliation  and  Prayer.f 

^th  great  Esteem  &  respect 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Exo^*  hblo  servant^ 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

Hi8  Exc^  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  284.  f  See  page  181. 
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Ahbr.  Phil.  BociErt  to  Couhtoel,  It^. 

Phnad%  14*»  Mareh^  1 
Sir, 

The  Ameriean  Philotophioil  Society  request  His  Exqall« 
Prendent^  and  the  Goancll  of  the  State  to  favour  them  -mi 
preienoe  at  the  delivery  of  their  anniveraary  Oration  at  the 
Bity  on  Thursday  evening  next  at  six  o'clock.    We  are  n 
greatest  respect 

Sir,  yonr  moat  obed't  hhle  Serv'ts 

DAVID  RITTENH0U8 

WILLIAM  SMITH, 

OWEN  BIDDLE, 

Ooma^ 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  IVesident  of  the  fi 
Pennsylvania. 


Opinion  of  Jambs  Biddlb,  1780. 

Sir, 

As  I  am  obliged  to  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  cannot  attc 
OommisBioners  at  the  Meeting  you  proposedi  I  request  yoa 
represent  to  them  the  Complaint  I  made  on  behalf  of  Edwaird  < 
When  yon  have  examined  whether  there  is  not  some  Error  a 
him  and  have  rectified  the  mistake,  the  next  Consideration  wil 
taxing  fourfold — and  this  not  only  respects  Edward  Georgi 
number  of  other  persons  who  have  had  that  penalty  inflicted  c 
contrary  to  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  the  Law. 

I  have  thoroughly  considered  the  Act  of  Assembly  and  am 
of  Opinion  that  where  people  have  neglected  or  refused  to  mi 
Return  they  are  not  liable  to  a  fourfold  tax  for  such  n^ 
refusal. 

The  Act  requires  the  two  Freeholders  and  Township  Asm; 
go  to  the  Dwelling  house  of  each  Inhabitant  and  by  ail  lamf 
&  means  diligently  inform  themselves  of  the  names,  &c.,  ant 
the  Heal  &  personal  taxable  property  within  the  said  Townal 

If  the  person  to  whom  they  applied  gave  in  a  return  and  ' 
conceal'd  in  such  Return  any  pari  of  his  taxable  propel 
intent  to  screen  it  from  taxation  the  Legislature  in  the  7th 
imposed  a  penalty  of  fourfold  taxation  for  all  property  so  oo 
— -oonsidering  it  as  %  fraud  which  should  be  severely  pnniahc 
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Wlien  throQffh  CarelesneaB,  n^leot  or  obstinaoj  no  letnni  at  all 
m  made  bj  toe  party  applied  to,  the  Freeholders  and  AsiMion 
iid  it  in  their  power  either  to  make  a  fall  Retom  if  they  ooold  not 
eome  to  a  knowledfse  of  the  whole  taxable. property  of  t£e  party  by 
inj  lawfnl  ways  or  means  ffor  the  Aot  does  not  expressly  require 
the  party  to  make  a  Retum.J  Or  if  they  were  dissatisfied  and  could 
not  thoroughly  inform  themselves  -then  they  should  return  the 
ttmea  of  such  persons,  and  they  might  be  omitted  in  the  assessment 
asd  tbeOommiasionerB  at  the  time  of  Appeal  might  ca^  suchpertant 
Itfire  them  and  on  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  appear  before  them 
tod  |^?e  an  acoount  of  their  taxable  Estate — ^impose  a  double  tax  on 
all  their  taxable  Estate  they  can  get  information  of  according  to  the 
IS**  section  of  the  aot 

The  18^  Section  provides  a  full  remedy  where  the  parties  applied 
to  vill  not  make  any  return  at  all.  The  7^  Section  provides  for 
pimishiDg  those  who  pretending  to  make  a  Return  fraudulently  con- 
ceal apart  of  their  taxable  property. 

It  ia  very  dear  to  me  that  the  Commissioners  have  been  led  into 
an  Error  by  not  thoroughly  understanding  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
and  aa  several  people  have  by  that  Error  been  illegally  taxed  fourfold 
I  make  no  doubt  you  and  your  Brethren  will  rectify  the  mistake 
before  its  too  late  either  by  returning  the  money  to  those  who  have 
pud  it  or  giving  them  Credit  for  it  in  their  Subeeauent  taxes.  Thb 
viil  be  domg  Jostice  to  them  and  to  your  own  Character^  and  pre- 
^t  all  Airther  trouble. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  humble  servant 

JAMES  BIDDLB  * 

Beading,  March  5, 1780. 

Adam  Witman^  Esq*',  One  of  the  Commisnoners  of  the  Ooonty 
^  Berks. 


Thos.  iBwry,  &c.,  TO  Pres.  Bbed,  1780. 

Pliilad%  18**  March,  1780. 
8ir, 

We  hereby  take  the  liberty  of  aequmting  your  Excellenoy  that 
tti  Brigantine  Hetty,  mounting  16  Ckmriage  Onus,  Commanded  by 
Q^  Houston,  is  now  detained  here  &r  want  of  Powder,  Cap"  Styles 
wms  ns  then  b  16  hundred  weight  in  his  possessioo  belonging 

:      «  8es  pages  49,  80,  81,  188, 188. 
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to  the  State,  if  your  Exoellenqy  will  be  so  kind  as  to  lend  iAa  5 
hundred  weight,  we  do  hereby  engage  to  deliver  you  the  mtm 
quantity  in  the  oourae  of  three  months,  or  if  yoa  will  reorive  jpaf- 
tnent  for  it,  we  will  thankfully  pay  you  the  preaeat  piioe.^ 

your  complyance  will  much  oblidge 

your  Excellency's 

most  obd'  hum^>«  Serv*", 

THOMAS  IRWIN, 
JOS.  CARSON, 
WILLIAM  SEMPLE; 

IHrectedf 
His  ExooUenoy  Jos.  Reed;  Esq",  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbbs.  Beed  to  Gomm'bs  of  Berks  Co.,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  10  Instf  was  duly  received  &  laid  before 
Supreme  Executive  Council.    In  one  which  is  addreesed  by  us  fcs 
the  Commissioners  you  will  see  what  Directions  we  have  given  wMa 
Respect  to  those  Persons  who  refuse  to  comply  with  the  Laws  of  th^ 
State  respecting  the  Return  of  their  Property ,  to  that  we  most  on  thitf 
Point  refer  you.  With  Respect  to  the  young  Man  committed  for  refoi^ 
ing  to  pay  his  Taxes  as  the  Matter  is  stated  the  Council  see  nothing  bm 
your  Conduct  to  disapprove— on  the  other  Hand  you  may  depenA 
upon  our  Support  &  Countenance  while  doing  such  Duty  with  Firm-* 
ness  &  Integrity.     As  to  the  Suit  against  you  this  we  are  sonj  Urn 
find  Persons  so  disposed  to  trouble  the  publick  Offioera,  it  ia  one  o£ 
the  Abuses  of  the  Law  which  must  be  submitted  to  in  order  to  avMiL 
a  greater  Inconveniency,  but  as  it  is  not  reasonable  you  should  be  i^ 
sufferer  in  Discharge  of  your  Duty  the  Council  direct  you  to  employ 
an  Attorney  to  appear  for  you  to  defend  the  Suit  &  all  reasonable 
Expences  attending  it  will  be  defrayed  by  the  publick. — As  the 
Powers  of  this  Board  are  very  ample  with  Respect  to  disaaUafied 
Characters  we  would  wish  you  to  acquaint  us  fully  &  truly  with  the 
Names  of  the  Persons  you  describe  as  perplexing  you  in  your  Duty 
they  will  soon  find  that  there  is  both  Power  &  Inclination  i&-  tM 
Board  to  treat  them  aecorcUng  to  their  Deserts. 

Be  not  diaoouraged  or  disheartned  in  the  vigorous  Proeeoatioa  ff 
your  Duty,  you  will  receive  Asaiatance  &  Support  from  every  faqd 
Man  &  Lover  of  his  Country — but  on  the  other  Hand  be  oanifiil  4o 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XIL,  p.  278.  f  See  pp.  129, 188. 
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prerrcirt  Pa^oD  or  Resentm*  inflnendng  your  Coudncft,  this  will 
^e  tboee  bad  Men  the  only  adyantage  they  can  take.  But  if  yoa 
ihcw  them  that  yoa  will  proceed  with  Firmnesa  &  Temper  the  Jiis- 
tioe  k  Reason  of  your  Case  will  triumph  over  all  Opposition.  In- 
dosed  I  fiend  jou  the  Summons  agreeable  to  your  Desire  &  am  Sir 

your  obcd.  Hbbl. 

Serv. 

To  Adam  Witman^  Esq^  Commiss'  of   the  Taxes  for  Berks 

Coantj.  , 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Gov.  Livingston,  1780. 

Phihid.,  March  16th,  1780. 

Sir, 

Indosed  is  a  Petition  which  I  beg  Leare  to  request  you  will  lay 
Mm  the  House  of  Assembly.  1  cannot  believe  the  Hon.  House 
«a  tftke  any  Pleasure  in  seeing  the  Property  of  any  Persons  wan- 
Mj  wasted  &  destroyed,  but  when  it  hapnens  to  he  that  of  one 
tin  has  risqued  freely  Life  &  Fortune  in  the  great  Contest,  I  am 
fvmded  I  may  safely  rely  upon  the  Justice  a  Attention  of  the 
Aaeably  of  New  Jersey  A  expect  a  favourable  Reception  of  a  Peti- 
tion vhidi-  has  in  View  the  Pr^rration  of  the  Rights  of  Individuals 
U)  perfect  Consistency  with  the  Duty  owing  to  the  State — I  have  the 
Hcoov  to  be  with  great  Respect 

Sir, 

your  most  obcd^ 

&  Hbbl  Serv.i 

JOS.  REED. 


Joseph  Stilbb  to  Council,  1780. 


I  have  paid  for  repairing  426  stand  of  Arms  £8579  8  9  and  have 
YJBt  to  pay  for  200  more  that  are  brought  in.  I  also  owe  M'  Wil^ 
Tombuli  £2400  for  8001b  Lead,  &  if  the  other  Arms  now  in  the 
AiBumry,  &  to  be  Immght  in  by  the  Militia,  are  to  be  repaired  ;  the 
Bom  required  will  be  at  least  £20,000  more.  I  beg  Sir  to  be  ena- 
^H  to  pay  the  Workmen  &  M'  TurabuU  hj  a  draft  on  the  Treasury 
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for  at  least  Ten  thousand  pounds.    I  have  sent  the  powder  &  I 
and  Flints  to  Northampton  County  which  the  Waggoner  infonni 
he  deliyered  safe  at  Easton. 
March  18th,  1780. 

I  am  Sir 
Your  obedient  hum  Serv* 

JOSEPH  STILES;  G.  M.  Ston 

Directed, 

Timothy  Matlack  Esq'  Secretary  to  the  supreme  ExecutiypCkM 


CoL«  D.  Brodhead  to  President  Heed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt  March  18th  178< 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  Sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  SaVages  have  already  Im 
their  hostilities — last  sunday  morning  at  a  Sugar  Camp  upon  '. 
coon  Creek  five  Men  were  killed  &  three  lads  &  three  Girls  ti 
Prisoners.  It  b  generally  conjectured  that  the  Delawares  1 
struck  this  blow  and  it  is  probable  enough  but  it  is  possible  it 
have  been  done  by  other  Indians.  If  the  Delawares  are  set  agi 
us  with  their  numerous  alliances  they  will  greatly  distress  the  firoi 
as  my  Force  Is  quite  too  small  to  repell  their  invasions.  I 
wrote  to  the  Commander  in  chief  for  a  reinforcement  from  tlia  1 
army  but  I  fear  it  will  not  be  in  his  power  to  detach  any  «| 
troops.  I  have  likwise  wrote  to  the  board  of  war  to  forws^.i 
ordnance  &  Military  Stores  without  which  our  parts  cannot  w 
defended  nor  offensive  operations  carried  on. 

Your  Excellency  cannot  lay  me  under  a  greater  obligatiiw  ; 
by  having  some  small  Reg'  from  the  main  army  annexed  to  i 
for  I  see  no  possibility  of  recruiting  it.  The  recruiting  ofl 
expenses  takes  all  the  money  to -little  or  no  purpose. 

You  may  rely  on  my  giving  every  possible  protection  &  ooi 
nance  to  our  settlements  but  I  have  very  little  in  my  power  wit 
callinff  out  the  Militia  &  for  them  I  have  no  provisions.  What 
Geo.  Morgan  has  been  doing  this  two  years  past  I  know  not^  1 
conceive  wat  if  he  had  been  where  his  employment  requirec 
should  have  been  much  better  provided. 

I  trust  the  Clothier  Gon^.  will  send  ample  supplies  of  linne 
the  Troops  the  ensuing  Season.   I  beg  my  respeotfull  Comp^.  to 
Jn*  Bayard  and  that  your  Excellency  will  believe  me  to  be  wit! 
most  uncere  Regard  &  esteem  your  most 

Obed*  Serv*, 
DANIEL  BRODHEA 
Dtrectedf 

His  ExosUency,  Josejph  Reed^  Esq*. 
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Prbs.  Resd  to  Boabd  of  Wab,  1780. 

Gent 

We  send  jon  incloied  an  Affidavit  respecting  some  Mtl  Practice 
11  the  Staff  Department  in  York  County.  The  Par^  le  bound  over 
to  the  Court  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  civil  Law ;  But  as  the  Delay 
in  such  Cases  is  often  very  considerable  we  cannot  think  it  proper 
the  Party  should  remain  in  Office  and  we  should  have  suspended 
him  if  we  could  ascertain  whether  he  yet  continued  to  hold  any 
Offiee  in  the  Staff.  We  have  therefore  concluded  to  send  the  Affida^ 
▼it  to  joQ,  with  the  farther  Remark  that  we  have  so  many  Com« 
pUnts  from  that  County  of  abuses  in  the  Staff  that  we  are  persuaded 
there  most  be  some  extraordinanr  Mismanagement  in  that  Quarter 
which  requires  particular  Care  i  Attention. 

I  am  Gent. 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv, 

JOS.  KSED. 
^onerf,— March  18,  1780. 


P&ES.  Reed,  to  Mrs.  Anne  Biche,  1780. 

In  Council,  Philad*  March  20*'',  1780. 

Agr^ble  to  your  Desire  I  laid  your  Letter  k  the  Inclosure  before 
the  Council  &  should  have  been  dad  to  have  had  it  in  my  Power  to 
idd  that  the  State  of  Affairs  would  have  admitted  a  Compliance  but 
tk  oamerous  &  pressing  Applications  that  would  follow  a  departure 
bm  the  Rule  laid  down  induced  the  Council  to  adhere  to  their  Reg- 
ulation of  ^ving  no  Passes  to  ffo  into  New  York  on  private  Business 
intom  sgaiu. — ^If  they  could  relax  in  any  Instance  I  am  porsua- 
M  they  would  do  so  in  your  Case ;  but  hitherto  it  has  been  held 
iotioUte. 

I  am  Madam, 

Your  Obed  Hbble  Serv, 

J.  R.* 
To  Mrs.  Anne  Riche. 


GbOBGS  StIVENSON  TO   COUNCIL,   1780. 

Oulisle  2l8t  March  1780. 
Sir, 

I  tike  the  opportunity  by  this  Letter^  to  infinrm  hk  Szoelleiicy 
^  PMdent  and  the  honorable  the  Executive  OouBcil  of  thiaOom* 
Bum-Wealtliy  that  a  certain  OhristApher  Kauffman  of  Cirliste,  who 

«  See  Ce!.  Sac. ,  Vfl.  ^U.,  page  284. 
Vol.  VIII.— 7 
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in  December  1777,  had  mortgaged  his  House  &'Lot  in  Garliale  tc 
certain  Marj  Bnchannan,  for  securing  the  Payment  of  ;f  150  wi 
Interesti  doe  by  two  Obligations,  the  one  payable  in  Dec.  1778  wi 
Interest  the  other  in  Deo^  1779  with  Interest;  KaniFman  soldi 
House  and  Lot,  and  after  several  ineffeotual  Attempts  to  p^j  Hi 
her  Debts  &  Int%  he,  at  length,  eollected  the  whole  Sum,  Priiid| 
and  Interest,  in  Money  emitted  by  the  honorable  the  GoniiiMal 
Congress,  before  the  6^  day  of  Feb.  1777,  and  in  the  Presence 
two  Credible  Witnesses,  tendered  the  Debt  &  Int.  to  the  said  Ma 
which  She  refused  to  receive ;  after  4  Days,  vis.  the  6th  day  aA 
the  Tender,  Kaufiman  waited  on  Stephen  Duncan  Esq',  Treasui 
of  Cumberland  County,  at  his  House,  and  offered  him  two  tbi 
Parts  of  the  Same  Money,  which  he  also  refused  to  receive.  Que 
What  is  Kauffman  to  do  with  this  Money.  Kauffman  applied  to  n 
I  answered  him,  I  will  write  to  Council,  for  the  Act  does  not  suppo 
any  Treasurer  will  refuse  to  do  his  Duty.  Your  Answer  wi 
oblidge^ 

Sir, 
your  most  obed*  H"*  Serv. 

GEO.  STEVENSON.* 
Directed^ 
Timothy  Matlack  Esq.  Secretary. 


Besglyb  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  March  21'<,  1780. 
Rcsolvedi 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  governments  of  the  several  Stab 
to  suspend  making  new  appointments  of  Officers  in  the  regimenti  < 
their  respective  lines  except  where  the  Commander  in  Chieif  or  coiD 
manding  Officer  in  the  southern  Department  shall  deem  sim 
appointments  indispensibly  necessary. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  S«jr. 


Pres.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed. 

Philadelphia,  March  23, 1780. 
Sir, 

Bhiclosed  your  Ezccllenoy  will  receive  an  act  of  Congress  of  th 
21*»  Instant.       *  .> 

Beoommeudtng  to  the  governments  of  the  several  States  lo  alu 
pend  making  new  appointments  of  Officers  in  the  Regiments  of  Uid 
leqKQtive  Linear  except  when  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  Oon 

*  See  CoL  R«.  Yel.  XIL,  p.  296. 
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jMDding  Officers  in  the  Southern  Department  ehall  deem  sath  ap- 
poinimeat  indispensiblj  neoessary. 

Tke  Design  of  this  Act  is  to  aid  the  Intentions  of  Congress  in 
letrenehiDg  the  snpemamary  Officers  as  soon  as  Circnmstances  will 
admit  without  doing  Injury  or  Injustice  to  the  Officers. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

with  sincere  Esteem  &,  respect 

jour  Ezoy  hbble  servant^ 

SAM  HUNTINGTON, 

President.* 
Directedf 
fiis  Excellency  PreEident  Reed. 


M.  FuRMAN  TO  Chas.  Pettit,  1780. 

Ircnton,  March  24**  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  troubled  you  with  my  afflictions  for  some  time,  and 
wish  there  was  no  further  Occasion  for  it 

Mj  difficulties  increase,  and  will  soon,  I  fear,  be  insurmountable, 

nj  Circumstances  therefore,  like  the  Irish  Resolves,  needs  no  pre- 

iffiUe.    Our  Army  some  days  fi&st,  some  days  have  half  allowance, 

ttd  bat  few  days  the  whole  Ration.    Three  or  four  hundred  Barrels 

of  Floor  is  gone  from  this  Post  this  week,  and  about  One  hundred 

Barrels  is  now  here  which  shall  also  move  on  as  soon  as  in  my 

power,  iod  a  little  is  Collecting  in  this  State  and  droping  Slowly 

into  Camp,  but  all  does  not  more  than  keep  them  alive.     I  hope, 

ud  expect,  Provisions  Sufficient  will  be  procured,  but  how  it  will 

he  traDBported  to  them  t  know  not,  for  more  than  half  the  Teams  in 

^  Service  has  given  me  Notice  that  they  are  under  a  necessity  of 

qoiting  it.     The  Wages  being  so  very  low  it  will  not  support  them 

for  a  four  Horse  Team  &  Driver  Ten  pounds  ^  Day,  and  that  of  Two 

Borses  seven  pounds,  10s.  the  former  will  buy  }  in  hard  money, 

^6  Latter  |  can  any.  reasonable  Man  expect,  or  any  honest  man 

^enre,  they  will  continue  in  the  Service  on  such  Terms.    Besides 

^e  transportation  of  the  Commissary  Stores  and  Forage  through 

^is  State  to  Camp,  a  Quantity  of  Stores  for  the  Penns*  troops  is 

Mming  on  which  will  require  a  Considerable  number  of  Wagons, 

kw  ire  they  to  be  got  without  money,  and  almost  without  price. 

To  be  plain  and  to  conclude,  unless  money  is  supplied  to  pay  for 
^^cg,  and  I  am  allowed  to  Pay  a  Reasonable  price  for  it,  I  now 
^^  you  to  take  Notice,  that  I  will  not  hold  my  self  accountable 
^  the  GonBoqueikce  after  this  present  month  of  March  runs  out; 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vot  XlL,  p.  298. 
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I 

And  this  I  beg  you  will  not  fail  to  Commnnioate  Immediatify  M 
those  who  can  grant  Relief  in  the  premises. 

I  am  D'  Sr. 

J'  most  ob^  Servant 

M.  FURMAN,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Directed, 

On  public  service. 

Charles  Pettit  Esqnire,  A.  Q.  M.  G.  Philadelphia. 


Major  Benj.  G.  Eyrb  to  Council,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  26**  March,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  your  Honorable  Board  of  the  2*  Inst,  I 
have  Collected  Schuylkill  Bridge  together  and  have  got  it  wd} 
Anchored  again,  it  wants  a  considerable  deal  of  repairs,  both  of 
Carpenter's  and  Smith's  work. 

You  requiest  me  to  make  you  an  estimate  of  the  Ezpence  that  wiH 
attend  it,  the  Carpenters  work  will  come  to  about  £6000,  and  the 
BlackHsmiths  bill  about  £2500. 

I  have  already  advanced  a  Considerable  sum  of  money  to  pay  the 
workmen  and  am  now  entirely  out,  and  have  therefore  to  request 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant  me  an  Order  for  a  sum  sufficient 
to  enable  me  to  go  on  with  the  business,  which  will  much  oblige 

Your  Ob*  hble  serv* 

BENJAMIN  G.  EYRE.* 

Directed^ 

The  Hon^>',  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prss.  Reed  to  Arch.  McClbaw,  1780. 

* 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the.lOf  Inst,  has  been  received.  It  la  witii 
Astonbhment  the  Council  have  been  informed  that  the  County 
Treasurer  has  furnished  the  Departments  with  the  Money  reoeivef 
by  him  in  his  Office.  You  will  please  to  forward  to  him  the  iDoIoaad 
iJetter  immediately  which  we  hope  will  effeotmiUy  check  audi. « 

«  8ee  Col.  Beo^  Vol.  XII.,  page  266,  298,  317. 
t  See  page  126. 
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IVtMednre.  We  entirely  disapprove  of  it  niileas  the  Treasarer  of 
tiie  Sute  has  drawn  Orders  which  maj  justify  the  County  Treasurer 
therein. 

We  have  made  Inquiry  into  H'  Irwin's  Affair  &  laid  before  the 
Botfd  of  War  the  Affidavit  respecting  him  I  send  you  their  Answer 
iodoaed.  If  any  Measure  here  can  bo  Unknn  for  fturther  Detection 
or  Punishment  we  shall  readily  pursue  it  and  at  all  £vents  recom- 
mend the  Matter  being  laid  before  the  next  Grand  Jury  who  we 
trust  will  either  indict  or  prevent  such  Conduct  if  proved  to  their 
Satigfiction.  It  is  now  become  the  Duty  of  every  good  Man  in  an 
eitnordinary  Degree  to  check  these  baneful  Practices  which  have  in 
BO  small  Degree  contributed  to  our  present  Difficulties.  We  are 
sensible  that  it  is  a  painful  &  an  invidious  Task  but  it  must  be  done 
or  the  Cause  &  Country  will  sink  &  if  pursued  with  Temper  & 
FimiDess  I  am  persuaded  no  Conduct  will  procure  more  solid 
Bespect  k  Affection  from  the  People.     I  am  Sir 

your  most  obed. 

&  very  humble  serv., 

J.  R. 
Directed, 
To  Ardi.  M'GIean  Esq.^  York  Town. 

hdmtdj 
1780  March  26**. 


CiKCULAR  OF  Gbn.  Gbo.  Wabhinqtok,  1780. 

Head  Q'rS;  Morris  Town^  March  26th,  1780. 

Tour  Excellency  will  have  received  I  presume  before  this,  a 
Transcript  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  last  month,  calling 
on  the  several  states  for  specific  quantities  of  provisions,  Rum  & 
^onge  for  the  army,  and  directing  the  articles  of  supplies  to  be 
^llected  and  deposited  at  such  places  in  each,  of  the  states,  as  should 
^  jndged  most  convenient  by  me.  In  the  case  of  a  defensive  War 
li^e  ours,  which  depends  almost  wholly  on  the  movements  and 
opentions  of  the  Enemy,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  fix 
^  plioes  of  deposit  for  stores,  which  may  not  be  rendered  improper 
h  Bnbsequent  events ;  and  all  we  can  do  upon  such  occasions,  is,  to 
MUect  them  where  it  shall  appear  from  a  comparative  view  of  cir- 
CQDstances,  that  they  will  be  probably  secure  and  most  likely  to 
^litate  the  purposes  intended.  I  have  considered  the  point  with 
Vttpect  to  the  suppUea  required  of  your  state,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
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inform  your  Excellency,  that  it  appears  to  me,  they  sbonld  h 
deposited  at  the  following  places :  Easton,  Reading,  Lancaster 
Esterton,  York,  Carlisle,  Sunbary,  Bedford,  Ligonier  and  Philadd 
phia.  AH  the  imported  Rnm  &  the  Salt,  and  a  thonsand  tons  ol 
Hay,  and  half  the  Corn  required,  to  be  collected  at  Philadelphia— 
the  remainder  of  the  forage  at  the  other  places  in  propordon  to  th 
quantity  of  Floor  to  be  deposited  at  them. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect  &  esteem^ 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obed't  senr^t, 

Q«.  WASHINGTON  * 

JjXTtCtCUf 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


M.  FcTRMAN  TO  Charles  Pettit,  1780. 

Trenton,  26  March,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  reoeived  your  favour  of  the  24th  last  eyening,  will  examine  the  aa^ 
of  money  sent  me,  and  note  any  errors  or  omissions  I  may  disooyar. 

I  wrote  you  the  24th  Inst.,f  and  gave  jou  some  Information  f^ 
speoting  the  Circumstances  of  your  Department  in  this  State,  md 
being  anxiously  concerned  for  the  support  of  our  Army,  on  whom 
all  yet  depends  ;  I  must  again  mention,  that  unless  money  is  sup- 
plied to  pay  off  the  Teams  for  this  months  service — ^and  I  am 
allowed  to  advance  their  pay  at  least  to  sixty  dollars  "^  day  in 
future — there  will  not  be  a  Team  left  in  the  service  in  a  few  days ) 
one  Brigade  gave  me  notice  this  morning  they  should  quit  the  first 
of  next  month,  after  they  made  this  trip  to  Camp,  and  so  I  expect 
they  will  go  on  to  the  last  Brigade. 

Inclosed  is  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Jacob  Tagart,  Esquire,  of  Salmn 
County,  who  has  acted  as  Q.  M.  &  Collector  of  Forage  there  fox 
some  time,  and  is  known  to  be  an  excellent  Officer.  I  gave  a  copf 
of  it  to  Coll.  Biddle  when  he  pass'd  through  this  place,  and  as  the 
Heads  of  the  Department  are  now  together,  I  beg  their  Considers 
tion  of  the  matter,  and  their  orders  upon  it;  I  fear  the  People  will 
make  a  serious  affair  of  it  with  Mr.  Tagart,  and  its  pity  that  a  good 
Officer  should  not  be  Supported. 

I  am  D^  S% 

T"  affly, 

M.  FURMAN. 
Directed^ 

Public  Service.  Charles  Pettit,  Esquire,  A.  Q.  M.  G.,  Philadel- 
phia.    ^  post. 

«  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  813. 
t  Bee  page  148. 
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MONS.    HOLKER  TO  PRBS.   RbBD,   1780. 

Philadelphia,  y  27**  March,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  haye  the  honor  of  transmittiDg  to  your  Exoelleooj  a  copy  of  a 
resolve  of  CoDgress,  relative  to  sopplies  for  the  royal  marioe  of 
Fiance.  I  have  differred  till  this  day  making  any  application  to 
jour  Excellency  and  the  honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  this 
8ute,  because  I  knew  the  distress  of  the  Contimsntal  army,  &  the 
diffcolties  which  exist  with  respect  to  procuring  provisions ;  but  as 
tbere  still  remains  a  ballance  due  by  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for 
i^ces  made  in  December  last  for  flour,  which  had  then  been  pur- 
dttsed  by  the  commissionerB  of  the  State,  ft  as  the  time  draws  near 
wben  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  that  I  have  under  my  direetion 
tile  whole  of  the  provisions  promised  by  Congress  to  be  supplied  by 
Hie  etate  of  Pensilvania  for  eontingent  purposes,  ft  as  it  is  also 
ueeanry  that  one  thousand  barrels  of  flour  be  forthwith  lodged  in 
tbe  hinds  of  my  agents,  it  is  my  duty  to  request  from  your  Exoel- 
kiicj  tn  answer,  inrorming  me  what  I  am  to  expect  in  consequence 
(if  the  aforesaid  resolve,  ft  at  what  fixed  ft  determined  periods  I  can 
idf  vpon  receiving  the  whole  of  the  above  mentioned  provisions. 

As  many  fatal  consequences  miffht  ensue  from  a  want  of  these 
&KDtisl  objects  ft  of  the  precise  Knowledge  of  the  time  when  they 
M  be  obtained  &  stored,  I  trust  you'll  approve  of  my  eam^t 
iBode  of  application,  and  will  direct  those  measures  to  be  taken , 
which  may  ensure  or  contribute  to  the  success  of  his  Majesty's  arms 
u  farour  of  the  common  cause. 

I  remain  most  respectfully, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  ft 

very  humble  servant, 

HOLKKR* 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'*. 


btr&ct  from  the  Minutes  of  Congress,  dated  Maroh  11th,  1780, 
signed  Cbas.  Thomson,  Sec'y,  transmitted  by  the  President  to 
John  Holker,  Esquire,  agent  for  the  Royal  marine. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pensilvania  be 
v^uested  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Holker  or  his  agent,  on  or  before  the 

*  Bee  CoL  Ree.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  297. 
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first  daj  of  May  next,  as  a  part  of  the  sapplies  called  for  by  tl 
ftaid  resolutions  of  the  25th  Febniary  last,  six  thonsaod  barrels 
Flour,  six   hundred  barrels  of  Pork,  and  two  hundred  barreb 
Beefi  for  the  use  of  the  marine  of  France. 

A  true  Copy. 

HOLKBB. 


3.  Beed  to  Ma.  HoLKEB,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  duly  recdred  your  Favour  of  the  27th  Instant  &  laid  it  befii 
the  Supreme  Executive  CounciL  The  Besolution  inclosed  i 
officially  reoeived  from  GoDgiess  a  few  Days  ago^  and  being  address 
to  the  Legislature  was  fonmded  to  the  Speaker  of  the  AjBsemUy 
be  laid  before  the  House.  As  we  have  received  no  Gommunieati 
from  them  theiefore  I  cannot  inform  you  what  Steps  or  whether  a 
were  adopted  in  Consequence. 

It  is  with  great  Concern  Sir,  that  we  are  obliged  to  inform  yoatl 
if  this  Requisition  had  been  addressed  to  us  we  have  no  Prosp 
of  being  able  to  comply  with  it  in  our  present  Cirenmstanoes^  aop 
a  Disappointment  may  be  very  injurious  to  your  ArrangementSi 
must  submit  to  the  Morti&raiion  of  acknowledging  our  Diffieull 
rather  than  expose  you  to  the  laconveniencies  which  might  atten 
Failure  of  your  Engage cienu.  We  shall  make  the  utmost  Exerlii 
to  comply  with  the  general  Requisitioa  of  Congress  so  frir  as  i 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  ContinenUl  Army,  i 
as  Km  harass  men  :s,  which  your  own  Penetration  will  sufficiently  pc 
out.  induce  a  rvasoajkble  Apprehension  that  we  ought  not  in  Josl 
to  you  or  ourfelvcs  t-"»  undertake  farther. 

You  have  been  pleased  to  mention  that  there  still  remains  a  I 
linoe  due  by  the  Treasurer  of  ibe  State  for  Advances  made 
Dvvombcr  last.  We  are  persuided  that  upon  Recollection  of  t 
Truusdotiou  i  RotVrcaoe  to  voar  Letter  of  the  ItUh  Nov.  last|  ' 
will  see  that  there  must  be  a  Misapprehension  en  this  Subject, 
h*  I  prvvured  tho  FL.^ur  t:r  vou.  *  Congress  addressed  you  to  obi 
it  f.^r  their  Use  vSc  y.vi.  vory  j'r:pv;rly,  supposing  that  you  had  a  cl 
Ki-h:  i.>  d:s^v«  oc  i:  with'ut  our  Inierterencercive  your  Direct! 
as.v|r.liaj:!y,  whioh  were  ci.^ciplied  wiOi.  The  Terms  were 
expUei:  thit  we  ipprvhenied  nothin^ir  was  farther  necessary  oo 
Tan :  however*  tbac  there  might  be  no  Mistake  &  that  on  the  I 
vory  ;o  Cou-ixss  no  DLfficulty"m;«ht  arise  with  Respect  to  Paym 
your  Ia?6;sT  was  f ^n^jirdci  to  Mr*.  Tumbull.  We  acted  entirelj 
liio  LL-a^  that  the  Fl.^ur  was  vours,  subjtict  to  your  Order  only, 
that  ia  dtfU^-xTir^  i:  :o  acy  FoKons  you  directed  whether  Contine 
Oilio\:w  or  owh.r,  we  were  entirely  exonerated  from  any  Chi 
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nnectiog  it^  or  the  Payment  of  it.    Mr.  Tarnbnll  will  oonfirm  this 
Jadgm^t  of  the  Matter  as  it  was  often  repeated  to  him  that  I  need 
oolj  refer  you  to  him  for  farther  Satiafaotion,  &  am. 
Sir,  with  great  Consideration  &  Sespeet^ 

Tonr  most  obt.  H'bble  8er?t.* 

P.  8.  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  as  we  eannot  engage  a  Compliance 
with  the  above  Requisition,  k  as  some  Time  will  necessarily 
cUpse  before  the  Parohtses  of  the  State  will  commence  on  the 
{nbliek  Aeeoant,  it  is  not  the  Desire  of  the  Board  that  yon  should 
QODflider  jourself  otherwise  than  at  entire  liberty  toporchase  the 
Articles  specified,  in  any  Way  yon  think  proper.  We  have  been 
indoeed  to  ezpress  this  Sentiment  from  a  Recollection  that  under 
different  Circumstances  of  the  publick  Credit  it  was  formerly  ioti- 
ntted  that  private  Purchases  might  be  attended  with  Inconveniences. 

hdmed,  March  28. 


Pebs.  Beid  to  Col.  D.  Bbodhsad,  1780. 

BnrSir, 

Tear  Favoors  of  the  llih  ft  28thf  Feb.  have  been  duly  reocived| 
As  Letters  ineloeed  which  had  passed  between  Col.  Loohry  ft  yoar« 
Hlf(  had  been  eommunioated  to  the  Conncil  ft  an  Answer  wrote, 
wkieh  1  doubt  not  before  this  Time  has  reach'd  you.  We  are  very 
lony  for  these  Misunderstandings  ft  yon  eannot  do  us  a  more 
•em^table  Servioe  than  to  endeavour  to  do  them  away  as  much  as 
ponUe.  Harmony  at  all  Times,  but  more  especially  at  present,  is 
n  neeessary  that  if  it  can  be  restored  we  cannot  donbt  your  Exer- 
tions for  that  Purpose.  We  have  wrote  to  the  like  Effect  to  Col. 
I^ehry,  reoommendinff  to  him  to  pay  a  due  Regard  to  your  Situation 
t  Command — with  which  we  hope  he  will  comply. 

The  Assembly  have  voted  4  new  Companies  to  be  ndsed  for  the 
Defence  of  the  Frontiers,  the  Men  to  be  inlisted  for  the  War,  but 
tile  low  state  of  our  Treasury  has  hitherto  prevented  our  entering  on 
tile  Business.  The  Council,  under  all  Circumstances,  eould  have 
vieliM  to  have  appointed  other  Officers,  but  Inolination  of  the 
Aisembly  in  Favour  of  former  Appointments  will  probably  oblige  ns 
to  reappoint,  as  no  other  Names  have  been  given  us. 

The  Affidr  of  Ward  ft  Smallman  is  now  before  Congress,  who  will 
doabtleas  give  you  some  Instructions.  We  think  you  have  judged 
f^ft  in  avoiding  to  engage  yourself  in  any  Dispute  on  that  unfor- 
^a(e  Subject  of  Jurisdiction.     Your  Situation  is  delicate  ft  will 


*  See  preceding  letter,  and  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  297. 
See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  28d,  and  page  100  of  this. 
See  pages  86,  42,  60,  C5,  66,  69,  79. 
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reqaire  jour  utmost  Prtideooe.  I  am  much  obliged  to  yon  for  joq 
kind  offers  respecting  Lands,*  bat  at  present  my  Station  will  prsren 
mj  engaging  in  pursuits  of  that  nature  least  it  might  gite  Oflhno 
&  give  Reason  to  a  censorious  World  to  suppose  I  had  made  ai 
improper  Use  of  my  publick  Character. 

Col.  Blaine  is  now  appointed  Comm'  Oen.,  to  whom  I  hav 
advised  your  Son  to  make  Applieation,  &  if  my  good  offices  n 
wanting  I  shall  chearfully  promote  his  Interest  on  all  Oooauoni 

I  send  you  the  late  News  Papers  &  some  Proclamations  of  tk 
Council,  as  it  may  be  probable  tnese  dangerous  Offenders  may  fl; 
into  the  back  Countryi  and  am,  Dear  Sir^  with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Obed.  &  very  H'bhle  Serrt 


Ma  J.  Gen.  Greene  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  30^^  March,  1780. 
Sir, 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  pub 
lished  the  28^  of  the  present  month,  the  Officers  and  Agents  of  aj 
department  are  prohibited  from  purchasing  any  articles  of  Forage 
and  from  the  scanty  supplies  of  money  furnished  to  the  departmani 
for  some  time  past»  those  Officers  &  Agents  havo  not  had  it  in  thai 
power  to  lay  up  any  magazines  of  Forage,  having  with  diffievllj 
obtained  what  was  necessary  for  daily  consumption. 

There  are  now  in  different  parts  of  this  State  upwards  of  tvc 
thousand  Horses,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  some  of  whid 
are  in  actual  service,  but  the  greater  part  put  out  to  be  recruited  lb 
the  service  of  the  ensuing  Campaign.  The  Officers  under  whose  can 
they  are,  not  being  able  to  pay  the  Farmers  for  their  keeping,  aa 
to  purchase  Forage  to  support  them,  have  been  obliged  to  shift  Umo 
from  place  to  place  to  obtain  for  them  a  temporary  subsistenee 
Some  have  been  delivered  up  to  the  Officers,  who  are  thus  left  Am 
titute  of  the  means  of  subsisting  them,  and  others  are  daily  expeetiii| 
to  be  delivered  up  in  like  manner.  Many  of  the  horses  are  by  then 
means  continued  in  their  impoverished  situation,  and  others  wb 
were  in  some  measure  recruited,  are  again  falling  away,  and  anleai 
measures  are  speedily  taken  to  afford  them  subsibtenoe  there  will  b 
little  chanee  of  their  being  raised  to  bo  fit  for  service  at  the  openiii| 
of  the  Campaign,  and  many  of  them  will  probably  die  in  a  few  dayi 
for  mere  want  of  food. 

I  shall  inclose  herein  a  copy  of  a  Letter  I  have  this  day  received 
from  the  Assistant  Commissary  Gen^  of  Forsge,  which  will  more  fuUj 
explain  the  wretched  situation  of  the  Forage  Department  in  this  City 
where  a  number  of  Horses  are  necessarily  kept,  and  others,  from  tki 
circumstances  alluded  to,  are  coming  in. 

*  See  page  120. 
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Bj  a  elaiue  in  the  act  of  the  LegisUtore  before  roeotionecli  I 
olserre  that  the  Forage  to  be  purchased  by  virtue  thereof,  is  to  be 
disposed  of  as  the  Supreme  executive  Council  shall  direct ;  I  am 
tboefare  obliged  to  trouble  jour  Excellency  with  a  Request  tbat 
Ponge  BofBcient  for  the  Publio  Horses  io  this  State  may  be 
fireeied  to  be  issned  for  that  purpose  in  such  manner  as  to  your 
EieelleDcy  &,  the  Council  shall  seem  most  proper. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant, 

NATU.  GREENE,  Q  M. 
IHnekd, 

His  Exoellenoy  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in 
CoimciL 


Owen  Bidblb  to  Maj.  Gbn.  Grebnb,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  80"^  March,  1780. 

About  forty  horses  arrived  here  the  28<^  InsS  from  Col.  Wade,  in  the 
lUawire  State — they  cannot  be  subsisted  there  any  longer ;  imme- 
^tely  after  arrival  at  this  place,  I  dispatched  one  of  my  Assistants 
to  ill  the  places  in  the  Country  where  it  was  likely  they  might  be 
prorided  for ;  but  he  has  returned  and  cannot  prevail  upon  the  far- 
■OS  io  receive  a  single  Horse.  At  present,  the  Horses  are  kept  in 
tbe  Forage  yard,  but  by  to  morrow  I  do  not  expect  we  shall  have  a 
Uide  of  Hay  left  at  this  magazine ;  it  will  be  in  vain  to  send  them 
farther  into  the  Country  for  Subsistence,  as  I  have  daily  applications 
mde  to  me  to  receive  the  Horses  already  quartered  amongst  the 
Inhabitants,  and  am  in  hourly  expectation  that  several  hundred  will 
be  brought  in ;  for  some  weeks  past,  many  of  the  horses  have  been 
nboated  by  shifting  them  from  place  to  place,  and  by  giving  the 
best  tssuranoe  to  the  people  in  our  power  that  they  should  be  removed 
I^Jthe  first  of  April,  and  the  arrearages  for  keeping  the  Horses,  paid. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Horses  which  are  now  brought  from  the 
IMaware  State  are  so  much  reduced,  that  they  cannot  be  recruited 
Nu  to  be  fit  for  service  at  the  next  Campaign ;  besides,  many  of  them 
U8  old,  and  otherwise  unfit  for  service ;  you  would  favour  me  by 
jov  directions  what  should  be  done  with  them,  as  the  public  is  likely 
to  nstam  a  loss  by  their  death. 

I  am,  with  respect.  Sir, 

Your  obcd.,  humble  Servant, 

OWEN  RIDDLE. 

Major  General  Greene,  Q.  M.  G. 

(Copy.) 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  ZII.»  page  800. 
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Extract  of  a   Letter  from  John  Kacksswkldvr  n 

Col.  Brodhead,  1780. 

Coochooking,  March  80**,  1780. 
We  have  heard  nothing  at  all  this  whole  winter  what  the  Eoea^ 
are  about,  the  snow  being  so  deep,  &  the  weather  so  continoallt  odi 
has,  I  suppose,  prevented  this }  bat  this  di^  I  am  informed  tha 
three  young  fellows,  two  Delawares  &  one  Wjandott,  have  tamei 
back  from  a  body  of  warriors  consisting  of  twenty-six  men.  Thtf 
inform  that  five  or  six  Companies  of  warriors  are  sone  out :  tm 

Sarties  of  Wyandotts  towards  Beaver  Creek,  &  the  oUiers  down  lU 
Liver.  The  Half  King,  it  appears,  is  at  the  head  of  one  of  th 
parties,  ft  Neeshaws  (a  Mohican)  heads  a  party  of  Mnnoies  &  Didi 
wares.  It  is  also  reported  here  this  day,  that  the  Shawnese  ft  oUmi 
are  gone  to  fight  with  the  Army  at  the  Big  Bone  Lick ;  likewii 
that  the  Wabash  Indians  are  all  gone  to  war. 

We  here  intend  to  leave  this  place  intirely  in  about  two  weekly  i 
move  nearer  to  Qnadenhntten. 
I  am,  with  Sincere  regard,  your  most  obed^  Ebb.  Servt., 

JOHN  HACKENWELDEB. 
An  Extract. 


Sec'y  Matlace  to  Major  Gen.  Armstrong,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  March  30,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Connoil  have  had  nnder  their  consideration  the  appointing  ( 
Lieutenants  ft  Sub  Lientenants  of  the  several  counties  of  the  Stall 
and  there  being  no  representative  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  i 
Council,  nor  any  Gent"  of  character,  known  to  the  Council,  now  i 
the  city  to  consult  with  respecting  the  appointment  of  those  offioei 
for  your  county,  I  am  directed  by  His  Exc'y  the  P^es*  to  reqnei 
you  will  please  to  give  your  assistance  in  this  Nomination. 

The  recommendation  which  you  gave  respecting  M'  Buchanan  In 
been  adverted  to;  but  there  seems  to  be  some  doubt  whether  it  won] 
be  prudent  to  advance  so  younff  a  Man  to  so  high  an  ofBce  as  Liai 
tenant  of  the  county.  Altho  the  former  Lieutenants  are  to  oondnv 
in  the  exercise  of  their  authority  until  new  appointments  are  mrndt 
yet  there  is  too  much  reason  to  fear  the  business  of  arranging  tl 
Militia  will  not  be  efifected  until  the  new  Commissions  are  issoei 
which  makes  the  necessity  of  my  requesting  your  answer  on  th 
Subject  as  early  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir,  with  very  great  respect 

Your  most  ob*  Serv*, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 
Directed, 

Major  Gen*  Armstrong,  Cumberland  Co. 
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Lt.  W.  Huston  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

Carlisle,  81^  Haroh.  1780. 

Sir, 

I  begg  kv6  to  iafoarm  joor  ExeeUeooy  that  at  aa  IngagemeDt 
with  the  Indiana  near  Shewmong  on  tho  13*^  Aog^  last,  I  Reoaved 
A  Wound  in  the  Jojnl  of  mj  Right  Elbow,  which  has  Rendred  me 
viifor  Dntj  Since,  and  I  fSeaf-will  this  some  time,  as  I  have  had 
to  MSQS  of  Boana  Extracted  &  a  number  of  loose  ones  Remain  in 
ttsWoond — ^That  I  have  not^  Recaved  annv  State  S tears  Since  I 
liiTe  ben  woiinded,  bat  have  been  obliff'  to  rcrshes  the  Same  Arti* 
des  tt  a  moste  Exorbitant  Prise,  whiofa  I  most  assure  jour  Exoel- 
kney  I  am  no  longer  able  to  do,  and  therefore  Moste  Humbley 
Beqoeit  jou  will  be  Pleased  to  order  me  a  Perportion  of  the  Stoars 
jonr  Ezcellencj  has  been  so  Instrumental  in  Procuring  for  the 
Troops  of  this  State  to  me. 

I  Remain  with  grate  Respect 

Your  Excellency's  Moste  Obe* 

and  Very  Humble  Serv^, 

W.  HUSTON,  1/  d&  A4j*. 

4»*  P.  Reg*.* 

P.  6.    I  hope  your  Excellency  will  Excuse  this  I  wrote  it  with 
nj  left  band. 

[Mr.  John  Carson  to  Supply.] 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq',  Philadelphia. 
Hon'd  by  Coin.  Butler. 

^ontment 
Bttd  in  Council  April  14, 1780. 

T.M.,  Seo'y. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Frbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  March  81, 1780. 

Sir, 

The  board  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellencys  favor  of  the 
28^— With  respect  to  Capt.  Schott,  &  Capt.  Selin,  the  board  con- 
cei?e  that  if  Col.  Weltnerf  cannot  himself  settle  the  dispute  between 
^em,  that  a  board  of  officers  (the  usual  mode  upon  such  occasions) 
Bhonld  determine  which  is  best  intitled  to  the  preference.  As  to 
Capt  Rice  &  his  Lieutenant,  tho  their  conduct  is  highly  reprehensa- 

♦  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  818. 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  297. 
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ble,  yet  the  board  are  of  opinion  that  the  wishes  of  the  Honbl 
Council  would  not  be  gratified  by  the  conseqaenoes  of  an  arrest.^ 
They  will  write  to  Col.  Weltner  on  the  subject,  &  express  in  stroDj 
terms  their  disapprobation  of  the  officers  conduct,  which  tends  i 
discourage  State  supplies,  when  it  is  found  that  the  measares  takai 
by  the  Oovernments  to  reliofe  the  distresses  of  the  offioersi  are  tkn 
shamefully  abused. 

A  Colonel  should  have  the  internal  GoTemment  of  his  own  B^ 
and  it  is  his  duty  to  make  his  officers  appear  in  proper  Unifom 
especially  where  the  public  is  at  the  expenoe ;  and  if  bis  ord^is  «■ 
disobeyed,  to  arrest  the  delinquent,  in  which  case,  the  act  of  sallim 
his  Clothing,  would  militate  yery  much  against  the  offiander. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  highest  respect, 

y'  Excellency's  most  obed. 

&  most  HUe  Senrt. 

BEN.  SrODDEET,  Secy 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

(War  Office.) 


Council  to  Andbbw  Doz,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  President  &  Council  haye  appointed  you  to  be  Commissioiiei 
of  Purchases  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  The  yery  urgent  neoes- 
sity  for  exery  exertion  in  the  duties  of  this  office  induces  the  Coaneil 
.to  request  you  will  immediately  take  the  qualification  required  by 
law  and  proceed  to  purchase— especially  forage  for  which  there  h 
the  most  pressing  necessity  as  the  public  horses  are  now  suffering  fin 
want  of  it. 

The  Council  is  now  setting  &  will  administer  the  qualification. 

I  am  &c. 

T.  M.* 

Phikd*  April  1, 1780. 

Directedf 

To  Mr.  Andrew  Doz, 

The  same  To  Col.  Bull  (except  the  kst  sentence.) 

*  See  Col  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  801,  808. 
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6kh.  Washington  to  Prbs.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Head  Quarters  Morria  Town  April  Ist  1780. 

I  have  been  honoured  with  Tonr  Exoellency'a  Letter  of  the  2l8t 
loittnt^  nit.,  with  the  inclosures  to  which  it  refers.  The  proceedings 
of  the  Honomrable  Conncil  on  the  sabject  of  the  memorial^  were 
wrUdiil?  founded  in  the  greatest  propriety  and  I  am  surprised  the 
tAeen  m  whose  behalf  it  was  preferred,  should  have  wished  for  a 
dtpirtird  fnnn  a  general  prindple  of  arrangement  At  the  same 
time  thit  the  detenninaUon  of  the  Council  on  the  occasion,  must  be 
i|)pro?ed  by  ally  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  myself  peculiar!  j  flattered 
I7  their  expressions  of  oonfidenee  and  the  manner  m  which  they  ha? e 
um  plessed  to  refer  the  business  to  me. 

I  ha?e  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respect  and  esteem. 

T'  Excellency's 

Most  Obed  Serv^ 


Directed, 
Hia  Exoellency  President  Beed. 


G*.  WASHINGTON.* 


Philip  Marstbller  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Lebanon  April  1st  7180. 

I  haye  this  two  years  past  acted  as  Forrage  Master  for  the  county 
ofLtDcaster,  and  being  informed  that  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
hn  made  a  Law  for  Froeuring  of  Forrage  £s.  for  the  Army  and 
We  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  Purchasing  of  the  same ;  And 
^>t  the  former  Purchasers  and  Stafif  Officers  are  forbidden  by  a 
littTj  Penalty  to  Purchase  any  of  the  Articles  enumerated  in  said 
Ad  And  as  I  would  always  wish  to  conform  and  demean  myself 
^gKeable  to  the  Laws  of  my  Country,  I  would  wish  to  have  the  Act 
^ndknow  the  Person  who  is  appointed  for  Lancaster  County,  if  your 
^^lleDcy  would  be  pleased  to  send  me  the  above  mentioned  Act 
^ether  with  the  Militia  Law  you  would  very  much  Oblige, 

Your  Most  Obed*. 

And  Very  Hum*  Serv*. 

PHILIP  MARSTELLER. 
JHrected, 

Jo»  Reed,  Esq'. 

*  Col.  Eec.  Vol.  XII.  p.  2S6. 
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Wm.  Maclay  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Sunbury  2d  AprU  1780,  • 
Sir, 

I  will  not  trouble  you  with  the  distress  of  this  OouDty,  They  irOl 
no  Doubt  be  painted  to  Council  in  lively  Colours,  and  indeed  the 
Picture  cannot  be  over  charged,  nor  should  I  at  this  Time  write  Is 
yoU|  But  for  a  strong  Belief  and  Persuasion,  that  a  Body  of  Indiav 
are  lodged,  about  the  head  of  Fishing  and  Muncy  Creeks« 

They  were  with  us  to  the  very  beginning  of  the  deep  snow  kil 
year,  they  are  with  us  now  before  that  Snow  is  quite  eone.  TUi 
Country  might  be  examined.  This  is  what  we  wish ;  Many  of  mi 
Hunters  who  went  late  last  Fall  into  that  Country  (which  is  a  Ine 
one  for  hunting)  were  so  alarmed  with  constant  Reports  of  Guns, 
which  they  could  not  believe  to  be  whitemens  that  they  retamed 
suddenly  Back.  We  are  not  strong  enough  to  spare  men  to  examine 
this  Country  and  Dislodge  them.  The  German  Reg^  are  under  thev 
own  Officers,  and  for  my  Part,  I  expect  no  such  service  from  theuii 
I  cannot  help  utteriufc  a  Wish,  That  what  Troops  we  have,  mighl  bi 
all  D^nnsylvanians,  There  is  a  certain  love  of  Country  that  reaHj 
has  Weight. 

This  is  a  strange  divided  Quarter — Whig  Tory,  Tankey,  Penna 
mite  Dutch  Irish  and  English  Influence  are  strangely  blended.  1 
must  confess  I  begin  to  be  national  too  and  most  sincerely  beliew 
every  publick  Interest  of  America,  will  be  safer  in  the  Hands  oj 
Americans,  than  with  any  others.  But  I  will  not  trouble  yon  will 
any  more  of  my  Opinions.  Help  us  if  you  can  and  much  oblige  i 
distressed  Country. 

I  am  with  sincere  Regard 

Your  most  Obed  & 

Most  Hble  Serv« 

WM.  MACLAY. 

Directed^ 

Col.  Matlack. 


I.% 
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Col.  Samuel  Hunter  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Suobury^  April  2d,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  SaTftges  have  mtde  their  ftppearance  on  oar  Frontiers  io  an 
Hosdl  manner.  The  Day  before  yesterday  they  took  seven  or  eight 
Pinooers,  aboat  two  miles  above  rort  Jenkins,  and  two  Days  before 
tbit  Gaxryed  off  seTeral  People  from  about  Wyoming ;  this  has 
stnck  soeh  terror  to  the  poor  scattered  Inhabitants  of  this  County, 
that  all  the  setters  above  this  will  be  in  the  Towns  of  Snnbury  and 
Northumberland  before  two  Days.  Our  case  is  Realy  Deplorable, 
and  without  some  speedy  assistance  being  Ordered  here,  I  am  afraid 
the  County  will  break  up  intirely,  as  the  German  Regiment  thats 
itfttioned  here  is  no  ways  adiquit  to  Grant  us  the  Necessary  Releife 
Bequiredy  and  as  for  calling  out  the  Militia  of  this  County  its 
impossable  to  Expect  it  in  the  present  sircumstances  the  inhabitants 
IB  Redooed  to ;  for  if  they  Miss  Geting  spring  Crops  put  in  the 
Ground  for  the  support  of  their  familys  they  have  nothing  that  can 
induce  them  to  stay,  Except  Council  would  Order  some  of  the 
Militia  from  our  Neighbouring  Countys,  to  Act  in  Conjunction  with 
the  few  Continental  Troops  thats  here,  and  without  something  like 
this  ia  done  to  Encourage  the  People,  I  dred  the  Consequences  that 
nay  Ensue. 

The  ease  is  Quite  altered  with  us  till  what  it  was  this  time  Twelve 

month ;  we  had  a  prity  Good  Fort  Garrisoned  at  Muncy,  of  Contir 

nental  Troops,  Bradys  Fort  and  Freelands,  with  our  Owen  iohabi- 

tiQts,  but  now  we  have  but  about  fourty  or  fifty  at  Montgomerys, 

md  thirty  at  Fort  Jenkins,  the  latter  of  which  was  not  able  to 

spare  men  enough  out  of  the  Garrison  to  pursue  the  Enemy  that 

Carryed  of  the  Prisoners,  suppose  there  was  not  above  thirty  Indians 

nd  Torys  in  the  party,  and  a  prity  Deep  snow  had  fallen  the  night 

before,  which  they  could  be  easily  tracted.    I  am  sorry  to  mention 

this,  as  I  have  seen  the  time,  within  this  three  years  past,  that  we 

eould  turn  out  some  Hundred  of  Good  Woodsmen,  but  now  the 

ease  is  altered,  as  our  County  is  Quito  Drained  of  our  Best  men. 

I  hope  to  have  a  favourable  answer  to  this  by  the  Bearer,  as  it 

would  Encourage  the  Drooping  spirits  of  a  poor  Distressed  Frontier 

OoQQty ;  in  the  mean  time  I  would  be  Desirous  of  your  Particular 

Orders  in  Regard  of  Embodying  the  Militia  of  this  County,  suppose 

I  have  issued  out  Orders  already  fur  that  purpose,  but  your  Orders 

would  Enable  me  to  procure  Provisions  for  any  party  we  can  have 

statioDed  out  on  our  Frontiers. 

I  am  Sir,  your  Excclencys  most  obd^ 

&  very  Humb*  Serv*, 

SAM'  HUNTER,  Lieu^  N.  C. 
directed, 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Fa?ored  by  Lieutenant  Thomas  Grant. 
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David  Zbisbbrgbb  to  Colonel  Bbodhbad,  1780. 

TapakiDgy  April  j*  2d|  1780^ 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  Been  very  much  disappointed  la  Sending  yoa  an  Aniwv 
to  your  several  Letters  yon  wrote  to  me.  This  Place  is  Qoite  Oi 
of  the  Way.  No  Indians  which  are  Going  to  the  Fort  pass  by  her 
&  though  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Edwards  at  Gnadenhutten  Several  I^om 
to  let  me  know  of  an  Opportunity,  But  all  in  Vain.  In  Febron 
some  of  our  People  were  on  the  Way  with  them  ;  I  had  also  Wrol 
but  after  Travelling  a  Day  &  a  half  they  Turned  Back,  Beoauae  i 
the  Deep  Snow  they  met  with. 

In  Your  Letter  of  the  26th  of  November  Last,  you  Desired  n 
to  Procure  you  some  Intelligence  from  over  the  Lake,  But  wfak 
was  not  in  my  Power  to  Do,  &  Much  less  now,  as  I  Live  Suflh 
Distance  from  Cooshocking,  when  I  might,  Perhaps,  bring  it  aboi 
one  way  or  Other.     Joshua  Intended  to  go,  but  the  hard  winter 
deep  Snow  Comeing  on,  he  dropt  it 

But  Hearing  that  a  white  man  who  Was  a  Prisoner  among  Tl 
Wiondots,  &  who  was  well  acquainted,  as  I  was  Told,  with  aB  tl 
Particalars  at  Detroit,  Went  by  Gnadenhutten  to  the  Fort  la 
Winter,  &  I  thought  he  Could  k  would  Give  you  more  Intiligeni 
than  any  Indian  Gould  Procure,  Because  Indians  have  not  Know 
edge  about  such  matters,  &  I  think  it  would  be  of  very  little  servii 
to  Send  an  Indian  on  such  an  Errant,  which  is  a  Stranger  tp  XI 
Place. 

In  your  Second  letter  of  Febaary  y«  10th,  you  proposed  Th 
Our  Indians  might  Move  nearer  to  the  Fort. 

Sir,  this  Indeed  would  not  Only  Be  Very  hard  &  Difficult,  Bi 
also  Impossible  for  us  to  undertake  now,  Except  our  People  won] 
Leave  All  Behind  what  they  have,  for  they  arc  not  Like  the  Be 
of  the  Indians,  who  can  take  their  whole  Estate  on  their  Baok, 
go  Where  they  Please,  &  though  they  might  Go  Round  by  wate 
we  would  not  be  Abel  to  Procure  such  a  Number  of  Canews  aa 
would  Require. 

Our  People  have  Been  Travelling  &  Moving  from  One  Place  i 
Another,  till  we  at  Last  came  here  to  this  Place,  where  we  hope  1 
Remain  in  Possession  of  our  Settelments,  &  Enjoy  the  Fruit  of  oi 
Labour  at  Jjcast  for  a  Good  many  Years.  I  dare  not  think  aboi 
moving,  nor  even  Propose  it  to  Our  People,  for  it  would  Qui 
discourigc  them.  Except  there  was  Great  Necessity;  Therefor 
Pray  Sir,  Let  us  Remain  in  Possession  of  our  Setelmcnts,  bai 
we  held  it  out  so  Long,  I  hope,  With  the  Help  of  God,  we  Sha 
Got  over  it  till  Peace  is  Restored  again.  Neither  Warriors  n< 
Other  Indians  Come  to  our  Towns  now,  Because  it  is  out  of  the 
Way,  &  we  live  very  Quiet. 
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Of  the  Harder  Gommitted  on  Raoooo  Greek  I  herd  noUung 
Before  I  Received  joar  letter.  About  Eight  days  Before  we  heard 
of  a  Company  Warriors  Being  Tracked,  which  Game  from  Towards 
the  Wiondots  Towna,  Bat  we  did  not  learn  what  Indians  they  was ; 
thej  must  Be  Either  Mingoes  or  Munzo8|  or  of  the  Wisndougha- 
lends  Gang. 

I  have  not  herd  of  any  hostile  Thoughts  among  the  Cooshockine 
Indians  yet,  &  if  I  should  Perceive  any  Thing  of  that  kind  I  would 
gi?e  you  loteligence  By  an  Express. 

Bat  Yesterday  we  heard  that  a  Party  of  Warriors,  among  which 
vas  the  well  known  Munaey  Washnasb,  have  attacted  a  Boat  in  the 
Kver,  Killed  Three  men,  &  have  Taken  Twenty  One  Men,  Women 
&  Children,  Prisoners,  &  Likewise  the  whole  Boat,  no  Doubt  this 
letion  will  Encouriage  Them  to  do  more  Mischief.  I  am  much 
OUidged  for  Sending  me  the  three  Packetts  of  letters  at  Dififerent 
limes,  &  likewise  for  Commnnicatiug  to  me  the  agreeable  News 
CoDtained  in  your  letter.  Those  of  our  People  which  lived  yctt 
aigh  Gooflhocking,  are  now  all  moveing  up  this  way,  &  in  a  few 
diys  More  they  will  Be  all  Gone  fVom  thence. 

'  I  am  With  Great  Esteem,  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  Humble  Serv*, 

DAY.  ZEISBEROER. 

P.  S.  Pray  Sir,  Send  the  following  Letter;  with  a  safe  Oppor- 
tanity  to  Lancaster. 

COL.  BBODHEAD,  Commands 

P.  8.  After  I  wrote  the  above  I  had  mor  full  Intiligence.  The 
Murder  on  Racoon  Creek  was  Gommitted  by  the  Wiondots  &  the 
Other  on  the  Begg  River  By  the  Munsies,  which  is  a  True  account. 

hdoned, 

1780,  April  2d;  Copy  of  Mr.  Zeisberger's  letter  to  Colonel 
Brodbead. 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  April  4,  1780. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  General  Washington,  the  board  are 
mat  sending  to  Fort  Pitt  several  species  of  Ordnance,  but  upon 
cxamiDing  into  the  State  of  the  Stores  on  hand,  they  find  that  they 
^Qot  intirely  comply  with  his  Excellency's  wishes,  unless  it  is 
coQ?enient  for  the  Hon'ble  Gouncil  to  return  one  of  the  8  Inch 
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howitieniy  lent  the  State  of  PennsjlYtnU  some  fime  ago,  for  ib 
defence  of  Mud  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect, 

jour  Excellencjs  most 

obed.  humble  servant, 

By  order, 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Seor* 

IHreetedj 

To  his  Excellency  President  Reed. 
(War  Office.) 


Fbes.  Bbed  to  Deleqatss  in  GoKaRESs,  1780. 

Gent, 

We  some  time  ago  acquainted  you  with  the  Destruction  of  tli 
Barracks,  under  the  care  of  the  Continental  Officers. — The  Boai 
of  War,  to  whom  the  Matter  was  referred,  thought  it  afpreeable  1 
remove  the  Barrack  Master,  but  the  Abuses  &  Mischief  still  continae 
80  that  in  a  little  Time  these  Buildings  will  be  useless  to  the  Publid 
We  have  therefore  thought  it  our  duty  to  take  them  into  oar  ow 
immediate  Care,  &  propose  to  appoint  an  Officer  for  that  Purposo  i 
the  Expense  of  the  State.  But  as  from  the  nature  of  the  Oflbi 
he  will  probably  meet  with  occasional  Opposition  from  Continenti 
Officers  military  &  Staff,  we  must  request  you  to  move  Conmss  fo 
an  Order  to  their  Officers  generally  to  pay  due  Regard  to  th 
Barrack  master  who  we  think  in  bis  Departmant  must  be  supreme 
The  Continental  Troops  will  still  enjoy  tho  Benefits  of  the  Barracb 
but  in  consistency  with  the  Interests  of  the  state,  for  we  are  sorr, 
to  inform  you  that  £1000  in  Gold  would  not  repair  the  Damage 
those  Buildings  have  sustained  the  last  Year  only,  &  principall 
owing  to  neglect  &  Misconduct  of  those  who  were  entrusted  wit! 
the  Care  of  them. 

I  am  Gent. 

with  much  Esteem  &  Consideration, 
Your  Obed.  Hbble.  sevt. 

J.  K 
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Fbbs.  Reeb  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 

Oeotlemen^ 

We  received  yoar  FaYOor  of  the  81.  Inst*  [alt]  &  are  very  sorry  to 
find  rach  an  abuae  of  the  pablick  Id  tercets,  as  the  sale  of  Gloathiog 
iboald  be  deemed  below  or  beyond  PuDishmeot.  If  a  soldier  sells 
bis  CloathSy  the  articles  of  War  present  a  seyere  Punishment.  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed  that  an  Officer  would  be  guilty  of  so 
unbecoming  &  angrateful  an  Action  as  making  Merchandize  of  what 
the  State  had  provided  for  his  deoent  Appearance  &  Comfort,  & 
therefore  no  Provision  was  made.  But  we  oeg  Leave  to  submit  it  to 
joar  Consideration  whether  it  does  not  fall  under  that  Article  of 
noofficer  like  ft  ungentlemanly  Behaviour,  under  which  we  appre- 
hend many  Offences  not  described  in  the  articles  of  War  naturally 
iilL  We  cannot  in  Justice  to  the  state  think  it  oucht  to  be  passed 
over  without  farther  Notice,  &  therefore  are  desirous  the  Board 
voald  put  the  Officers  in  the  German  Rcg^  oomplained  of  in  Col. 
Weltoer's  letter  on  Tryal,  if  it  is  not  disagreeable  to  the  Board  to 
do  it,  if  It  is  we  shall  think  it  best  to  lay  it  before  the  General  for 
hii  Opinion  ft  advice. 

We  received  the  inclosed  Papers  this  morning  on  which  we  should 
he  gild  you  would  take  such  Measures  for  Relief  as  the  Case  re- 
qures. 

I  also  inclose  you  a  Commission  which  has  been  improperly 
directed  to  us  ;  but  so  far  as  we  are  concerned  are  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  Resignation. 

I  am  Gent,  with  much  Respect  ft, 

Regard  Your  Obed.  Hbble  Servt 

Monedf  April  4.f 


Pres.  Reed  to  Col.  Welther,  1780 

PhUa.  April  4, 1780. 
Sir, 

I  leeeived  yonr  Favour  by  Capt  Shrawder,  ft  acknowledge  your 
Attention  to  the  State  with  Respect  to  Capt.  Rioe,  &  his  LieutenantSi 
^f  have  laid  the  Matter  before  the  Board  of  War,  who  we  expect 
^  give  you  Directions  thereupon.  Any  Measures  you  may  think 
Proper  to  take  to  jpunish  so  unmtefnl,  &  indecent  a  Transaction  ft 
P^Tent  the  like  in  future,  will  be  agreeable  to  us,  ft  I  have  no 

*  See  page  168. 

f  See  anewer  page  106. 
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Doubt  but  yourself  &  the  other  Officers  view  in  the  Light  ii 
deserves. 

We  also  forwarded  to  the  same  Board  the  Case  of  Capt.  Sohoti 
&  Selin  ;'*'  it  would  not  be  proper  for  us  to  decide  a  Point  of  militai] 
Promotion  which  seems  to  be  the  Province  of  military  Gentlemei 
any  Determination  made  by  them  will  be  acceptable  to  as,  &  meel 
our  Concurrence.  Since  i  wrote  the  above,  I  have  received  you 
Favour  of    the  enclosing  a  Copy  of  Col.  Butler's ;  I  am 

extremely  sorry  for  the  bad  News  it  contains,  &  hope  you  will  exert 
yourself  to  give  the  poor  People  all  the  Protection  you  can.  CoL 
Antis  is  appointed  Contractor  for  the  State,  &  will  by  the  Time  tlui 
Letter  reaches  you  have  received  his  Inetructioos.  The  Contractor  of 
Lancaster  County  will  probably  also  have  Direction  from  the  Com- 
missr^  General,  to  forward  a  Part  of  the  Supplies  of  that  County  ti 
your  Relief. 

Rebuilding  Fort  Mun^  has  been  deemed  by  many  Persons  here  i 
very  proper  Measure.  I  beg  you  will  consult  Col.  Hunter  &  GoL 
Antis,  M'  Martin  &  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Countv  on  this  Subjeet| 
&  if  they  concut  let  this  Business  be  set  on  Foot  with  as  little  Dellf 
as  possible. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  some  misunderstanding,  has  happened  ber 
tween  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  &  Yourself.  You  must  ba 
sensible,  of  the  very  great  Difference  of  Treatment  which  is  neoeesaiy 
in  this  Country  from  that  of  Kurope,  and  that  it  has  a  Tendency  to 
alienate  the  Affection  of  the  People  from  the  Troops.  Be  assurel 
nothing  will  more  cfifectually  promote  your  Interest  with  this  Council 
than  Tenderness,  to  the  Persons,  &  Property  of  the  Inhabitants,  ft 
we  hope  as  this  is  the  first  Instance  so  it  will  be  the  last  of  my 
Complaint  on  this  subject.  We  must  particularly  caution  yoa 
against  showing  any  Resentment  against  the  Person  complaining  or 
the  Gentlemen  who  have  recommended  his  Complaint  on  thif 
account,  but  on  the  other  Hand,  endeavour  in  a  kind  &  friendly 
manner  to  set  them  right  if  they  are  wrong,  or  if  you  have  been  led 
into  any  Inadvertency  or  even  strive  to  reconcile  &  settle  it  in  an 
amicable  Way. 

Upon  Considering  the  Conduct  of  M*"  Rice,  &  his  LieutenaDt, 
some  Gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  if  they  had  a  Surplus  of  Cloaks 
&  can  appear  on  the  Parade  or  elsewhere  in  suitable  Apparell  becoming 
their  Rank  that  their  Sale  of  their  Cloathing  may  be  deemed 
excusable ;  this  may  easily  be  known,  &  if  it  is  found  otherwise  then 
can  be  no  Doubt  of  the  Propriety,  of  your  considering  thetn  as 
Delinquents,  &  treating  them  accordingly. 

I  am  sir,  your  most  obbed  &  very, 

Hbble  serv. 


*■  See  page  168. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  809. 
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Pbbb.  Bsed  to  Gen.  WAsniNOTOif,  1780. 

Sir, 

Bj  &  Itte  act  of  Assemblj  of  tbis  State  for  procariDg  a  Supply  of 
Floor  Hay,  Short  Forage,  Salt  &  Ram  for  the  Use  of  the  Contiuental 
Aimjj  the  Supreme  execotive  are  authorised  &  impowered  to  have 
the  Siune  oouvejed  to  such  Porta  &  Places  within  the  State  aa  your 
Exoell'  shall  direct  &  appoint     Our  Purchasers  being  appointed  & 
acting  ID  their  several  Offices,  it  now  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 
request  voor  Ezcell^  to  make  the  above  Appointment     The  sreat 
Sxpenditare  of  Provisions  &  Forage  in  this  State  &  particularly  in 
this  City  will  we  fear  soon  consume  the  whole  Supply  if  it  could  be 
Diooared  before  the  next  Harvest  but  as  this  cannot  be  done  it  will 
be  the  more  incumbent  to  use  the  utmost  Economy  in  the  Distribu- 
tion, and  aa  Gen.  Greene  is  on  the  Spot  we  shall  communioate  fully 
to  him  our  sentiments  not  doubting  his  Concurrence  k  your  ExcelU 
Approbation  in  the  Retrenching  of  every  unnecessary   Expence. 
The  daily  Consumption  of  Hay  in  this  Place  is  rated  at  10  Tons  upon 
the  Calculation  of  14fi>  of  Hay  to  each  Horse  there  must  be  1400  Hor- 
Kifed  in  this  City  who  will  require  near  4000  Tons  in  the  Year 
whereaa  the  whole  Demand  for  tno  State  is  but  1700.     We  flatter 
ootielvee  that  we  shall  be  able  to  collect  our  full  Proportion  &  that  iii 
the  Mode  of  conducting  the  Business  it  will  not  be  found  necessary 
(0  keep  op  so  many  Posts  in  the  Country  which  consumed  the  Sup- 
plies in  a  very  great  Proportion. 

Agreeable  to  vour  Excell'*  Desire  last  fall  we  sent  Notices  into 
every  Part  of  the  Country  for  the  Officers  on  Parole  to  go  to  New 
York  we  do  not  know  of  any  who  being  on  the  Enemys  List  have 
nfosed  or  negleoted  except  Col.  Hannum  of  Chester  County  whose 
Beisons  are  set  forth  in  the  enclosed  Papers  which  I  send  for  your 
Kxcell^  Perusal  &  Consideration.  I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of 
Bespeot  &  Regard. 

Your  Excelh*  most  obed. 
&  very  Hbble  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 

April  4. 
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Instruction  to  Col.  Bull,  1780. 

In  Council, 

PbUadolphia,  April  5th,  1780. 
Sir, 

■ 

Yon  being  appointed  Commissioner  of  Parchases  for  tbe  Coun^ 
of  Philadelphia  and  tbe  necessity  of  entering  upon  that  duty  beiq| 
yery  argent  and  requiring  the  utmost  diligence  and  atttention  yv 
will  not  fail  to  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  herein.  Before  JCM 
enter  upon  the  execution  of  this  trust  you  are  to  give  bond  for  111 
faithful  performance  of  your  trust  with  one  or  more  sufficient  soretiei 
The  sum  required  by  the  Council  is  thirty  thousand  pounds,  and  tlu 
inclosed  bond  being  executed  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  Office  of  thi 
Prothonotary  of  your  County  who  will  judge  of  the  Sufficiency  of  yoo 
bondsman.  Yon  are  also  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  vol 
will  diligently  and  faithfully  without  favour  affection  or  partialit] 
execute  the  Duty  and  trust  reposed  in  you  by  an  Act  of  Oenen 
Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth  entitled  <'  An  Act  for  procurini 
a  supply  of  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

You  are  to  purchase  the  following  articles  within  your  Gountj 
not  exceeding  in  price  the  rates  affixed  to  each  article  to  wit  thni 
hundred  tons  of  hay  at  six  pounds  per  ton,  seventy  five  hundrei 
bushels  of  Indian  Com  at  four  Shillings  per  bushel,  or  fifteen  thmi 
sand  bushels  of  oats  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence  per  bushel,  an 
five  hundred  barrels  of  flour  at  thirty  shillings  per  hundred  weisli 
gross.  The  flour  you  arc  to  deliver  to  Colonel  Ephraim  Blaincsdef 
nty  and  the  forage  you  are  to  deliver  to  Owen  Biddle  Esquire  wh 
is  appointed  by  the  Quarter  Master  General  to  receive  the  same. 

For  the  payment  of  the  articles  above  mentioned  money  will  h 
put  into  their  hands  as  soon  as  it  can  possibly  be  got  ready  agreei 
biy  to  the  late  Act  of  General  Assembly. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  respect. 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

JOS.  REED, 
President 

To  John  Bull,  Esquire,  Commissioner  of  Purchases  in  tbe  GouBt 
of  Philad-. 
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Hajob  Gmr.  Grkxits  to  Frbs.  Bred,  1780. 

PhUadelpbia,  5tb  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  inclosed  return  made  to  me  by  the  Gomm^  General  of  Forage 
will  point  oat  to  your  Excellency  the  districts  in  which,  and  too 
moDB  to  whom  it  will  be  reauisito  to  deliver  Forage  for  the  imme- 
Cite  mbsistence  of  the  public  horses  in  this  State.  I  request  the 
ftirar  of  jour  Excellency  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  Stale 
Ptoehaiers  accordingly. '^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Bcspgct. 

Sir, 

yoor  most  obed^  Mmuiti 

NATH.  GREENE, 
Q.  M.  0. 

hdonedf 
From  Gen.  GrcenCi  Bead  in  Council  April  5, 1780. 

T.  M.  Sec^. 

Dinetedj 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

War  Office,  April  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  received  your  favour  of  the  4th  Tnstant.f  The  Board  have 
u  equal  detestation  with  the  Council  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Officers, 
^  vers  ungentlemanly  enough  to  dispose  of  their  Cloathing,  not 
^J  ss  the  thing  is  in  itself  wrong,  but  as  it  tends  in  its  example  to 
lagreeable  Consequences.  It  was  not^  therefore,  from  an  aversion 
^  having  the  Officers  punished ;  but  from  a  fear  of  not  succeeding 
^  their  oouTiction,  ft  that  an  unavailinff  attempt  to  Punish  would 
Hteonfirm  the  Practice,  that  the  Board  did  not  take  means  to  have 
^^  arrested.  If  any  conviction  can  be  had,  it  must  be  under  the 
A^e  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  Letter^  which  depends  upon 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  305. 
t  See  page  169. 

Vol.  VIII. 
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the  Interpretation  the  officers  on  the  court  Martial  choose  to  gi^ 
it.    We  will  send  Oopies  of  the  Letters  whioh  have  passed  ion 
sabject|  to  the  Commander  in  chief,  and  if  he  is  of  opinion  that 
Arrest  &  Trjal  shoald  be  had,  we  will  reqaest  him  to  order  the  i 
oers  to  be  immediately  arrested. 

We  are  extremely  concerned  at  the  Conduct  of  Col*  Weltner, 
set  forth  in  M'  Byer's  Memorial  &  M'  Maclay's  Letter,  Gopiai 
which  we  will  send  to  the  General  &  give  notice  to  Col*  Weltnif 
the  Complaint  If  the  commander  in  Chief  shall  deem  it  piopa 
order  any  other  Regiment  into  that  Quarter,  we  shall  be  pem 
satisfied — but  we  could  wish  Col*  Weltner  could  beconvincM  of; 
impropriety  of  his  Conduct,  as  the  Removal  of  Troops  is  atteai 
with  many  difficulties.  At  any  rate  (supposing  the  alleoafii 
against  Col.  Weltner  to  be  true)  we  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  l 
to  have  another  officer  stationed  as  Commandant|  fbr  if  Col.  Walla 
is  unpopulari  however  Innoeent,  he  will  not  have  the  Influei 
among  the  People  such  kind  of  service  requires.^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

your  obed  Serv**, 

RICHARD  PETERS,* 

By  Older. 

Directedf 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
(War  Office) 


Prb8.  Reed  to  Col.  Samuel  Hunter,  1780. 

Philad.,  April  7y  178ft 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Favour  of  the  2'  Ins'f  &  laid  it  beforo  jj 
Council.  We  sincerely  regret  &  sympathiie  with  you  on  ilia  % 
bi^py  state  of  your  County  in  Consequence  of  the  late  InenniiHip 
the  Indians.  As  the  German  Regim.  was  procured  with  soma  X)i 
enlty  we  flattered  ourselves  it  womd  have  given  general  satiafartii 
Col.  Weltner  informs  us  that  he  is  now  straightened  for  ProriaiQiiA 
we  really  have  the  greatest  Difficulties  in  supplying  him — ^in.^ 
Manner  therefore  we  should  furnish  what  would  be  necessary  fiir 
great  Number  of  Militia  in  the  present  exhausted  State  of  i 

*  See  page  161.  f  8ee  page  167. 
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Coantry  I  eaonot  be  infonned  by  any  Person  I  haye  yet  oonTened 
with.    Yon  have  had  mnob  Ezpcrienco  of  Militia  for  some  Time 
peat,  do  yon  find  that  Aid  to  be  effeataal  in  repreasing  the  Incursions 
of  the  Indians — Do  they  give  effectual  Checks  to  their  llavagcs — if 
they  do  &  the  Services  they  render  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers 
eooipensate  for  the  Ezpence  &  trouble  which  attend  them  we  phall 
cndeivoar  to  give  you  this  Assistance  as  soon  as  the  State  of  the  Militia 
will  admit.  I  make  no  Doubt  yon  have  observed  that  the  Militia  Law 
expired  this  Spring,  so  that  there  is  now  a  new  Arrangement  of  that 
Bonneaa  which  will  require  Time  &  Industry.     The  Council  have 
reappointed  you  to  that  Office  &  I  trust  the  Compensation  will  now 
be  more  adequate  to  the  Trouble.     You  will  receive  herewith  the 
Militia  Law — ^yonr  Commission  as  Lieutenant  &  the  like  for  the  h^ub 
loentenants.     We  would  wish  to  give  you  all  possible  Relief  &  have 
as  the  first  step  sent  up  the  Commissions  of  the  Officers  of  the  Com- 
pany voted  by  the  House  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontier^  we  wish 
m  could  also  add  that  we  had  sent  Money  to  begin  recruiting,  but 
that  is  not  in  our  Power  for  the  Reasons  mentioned  in  my  Letter  of 
jetterday — We  shall  also  provide  Ammunition,  &c.j  &  it  is  our 
earnest  Desire  that  yon  would  encourage  the  young  Men  of  the 
Country  to  go  in  small  Parties  &  harass  the  Enemy.     In  former 
Indian  Wan   it  was  frequently  done  &  with  great  Advantage. — 
Aniions  as  we  are  to  do  you  all  the  Service  we  can  we  have  observed 
with  Concern  that  our  Measurea  for  your  Relief  have  been  dreadfully 
upenaive  to  the  State  with  little  Advantage  to  you,  we  do  not  recol- 
lect one  single  Instance  of  receiving  a  single  Captive  or  Plunder, 
lulling  or  taking  any  of  the  £nemy  tho  so  many  Pursuits  have  been 
Attempted,  which  plainly  shows  that  your  Dependance  on  such  dis- 
tant Aid  is  very  defective — ^Thc  Coaneil  would  &  do  for  this  Purpose 
tnthoriie  you  to  offer  the  following  Premiums  for  every  malo  Priso- 
Mr  whether  white  or  Indian  if  the  former  is  acting  with  tho  latter 
1500  Dollars  &  1000  for  every  Indian  Soalp.     The  I^oof  must  be 
kft  to  your  own  Discretion  not  doubting  your  Care  to  prevent  Impo- 
sition— ^Last  French  War  Secret  Expeditions  were  set  on  foot  by  the 
Inhabitants  which  were  more  effectual  than  any  Sort  of  defensive 
Operations.     We  most  earnestly  recommend  it  to  you  to  revive  that 
Mme  Spirit  &  any  Plan  concerted  with  Secrecy  &  Prudence  shall 
hare  our  Concurrence  &  Support   The  Commissary  Oen.  has  ordered 
Frovisiona  for  tho  Troops  whioh  I  hope  will  relieve  the  present  no- 
Maity.    We  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  Votes  of  the  Assem- 
Uy  ao  as  to  send  the  recruiting  Instructions  with  the  Commissions, 
Vat  as  soon  as  the  Clerk  of  the  House  returns  to  Town  we  will 
fcnrard  them  k  we  hope  accompanied  with  Money,  whioh  we  appre- 
hend to  be  more  necessary  than  the  Commissions.     In  the  mean 
Time  if  the  Gentlemen  acoept  &  are  able  to  procure  Men  we  hope 
^v  will  do  it,  &  if  the  County  can  subsist  them  for  the  present  we 
vili  defray  the  Ezpenoe.    Our  Situation  is  so  oritieal  &  difficult 
^  your  own  Exertions  must  now  be  depended  on — &  with  the 
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AtsiBtanoe  of  the  German  Regiment,  whioh  is  oonridered  no  ineo: 
siderable  Support,  we  tnut  jour  Diffioulties  will  grow  lees. 

I  am  Sir^  with  much  Esteemi 

your  obed.  &  very 

HbU  Serr* 


Genl.  St.  Claib  to  Pabs.  Beed,  1780. 

Gamp  near  Morris  Town,  April  Sth^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  was  yesterday  waited  upon  by  a  Deputation  from  the  Surgeons 
and  Mates  of  the  Line  to  inform  me  that  they  designed  to  resigi 
their  Commissions  and  appointments  on  the  20^  Day  of  May  nezt| 
and  requesting  that  I  might  give  notice  to  the  State  of  their  soeh 
Design,  that  it  might  be  in  the  Power  of  the  Executive  Branch  to 
provide  others  in  Season.  This  was  occasioned  by  certain  Proeeei 
ings  of  Congress  of  the  3'  of  January  Last,  published  in  DanWi 
Paper  of  the  18**  of  March,  which  they  brought  with  them|  and  Di 
which  it  appears  the  Allowance  of  half  Pay  for  seven  Years  for  thatt 
was  refused,  and  the  Oratuity  in  Lands  lost  on  the  Question  hf  I 
Division  of  the  House.  I  represented  to  them  that  they  did  aol 
depend  upon  Conmss  for  either,  but  upon  the  State,  whicn  had,  b] 
a  Law,  entitled  them  to  half  Pay  for  Life,  and  a  Gratification  h 
Lands,  but  as  I  had  not  the  Law  I  could  not  convince  them ;  jioi 
indeed  am  I  certain  that  I  was  right,  for  1  have  an  imperfect  reman 
brance  of  some  Words  in  the  Liw,  as  it  stood  when  published  fifl 
Consideration,  which  would  perhaps  exclude  them  by  a  rigid  Ihtef 
prctation.  I  went  however  so  far  as  to  astmre  them  it  was  my  ooa 
stent  Opioion  that  the  State  intended  them  the  same  Advantages  ai 
all  other  Officers  in  the  Line,  and  that  if  there  was  any  Doubt  abov 
it,  or  any  ambiguous  Expression  by  which  that  intention  might  poi 
sibly  be  defeated,  I  was  certain  an  amendment  would  be  made  at  A 
next  Session.  I  am  pretty  sure  that  I  have  not  mistaken  the  Inten 
tion  of  the  Assembly,  but  it  will  be  very  satisfactory  if  yov  wil 

E lease  to  mention  your  Sentiments,  and  if  they  coincide  with  what ! 
ave  said  will  make  them  easy — and  the  Resignation  of  all  the  red 
mental  medical  People  at  once,  besides  that  they  cannot  be  wanted 
would  have  an  ill  Effect  upon  Many  in  a  different  Walk.  Wool 
be  glad  that  Congress  would  take  the  Matters  of  the  Army  up  opoi 
one  large  uniform  Soale,  and  not  lay  themselves  and  otheni  nnde 
the  Neoessity  of  continual  patching. 

As  I  exneet  soon  to  have  the  Honour  to  pay  yon  my  Reapeol 
in  Philadelphia,  any  Answer  ytm  may  think  proper  to  send  iio  thi 


n\ 
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JOB  will  please  to  direct  either  for  me  or  the  Offioer  oommaDdiDg 
tile  JMriaoD. 

lam  Sir, 

with  great  Respeot  and  Esteem 

Your  EzcelloDcj'B  most  obedient  servant, 

A'  ST.  GLAUL 

Directed, 

To  His  Bxoellen^  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
ofPemtfjlTania. 

KsJ'  aea>  Si.  Chir. 


OwsN  BiDDLi  TO  Ardrxw  Doe,  1780. 

Philad%  8^  April,  1780. 

I  kaiVB  thk  moment  raeeifed  Sixty  four  horses  beh>ogiag  to  th« 
laUio  fioM  the  Delawsie  State  where  the j  can  be  no  longer ;  be* 
mim  thise  there  are  fortj  whieh  Col^  Mitchel  ordered  to  Northwales 
wUoh  IrnvB  had  no  feed  these  24  hours,  as  the  persoa  who  has  the 
mm  of  them  infefms  me.  We  are  intirely  destitute  of  every  kind 
rf provender;  our  leUanee  is  wholly  upon  the  State  Commissioners 
ta  m  snpply.  If  yoa  eannot  make  an  immediate  provisbn  for  the 
sspperi  A  these  horses  they  must  perish,  (as  I  eannot  obtain  autho- 
kf  to  dispose  of  them.)  A  eirounutaneo  of  this  nature  will  be 
attsaded  with  a  loes  of  an  immense  Bum  to  the  United  States,  and 
Kkewist  ptove  the  souree  of  many  diffieulties  to  the  army. 

I  do  therefofe  request  your  utmost  eiertions  to  help  us  in  this 
pMBiig  emergency. 

I  am  with  due  esteem, 

Your  Obed'  hiim*  Scrv*, 

OWEN  BIDDLB, 

Ass.  C.  0.  Forage. 
Dirtded, 

Publie  Servioe^ 

Andrew  Doi,  Esquire,  Gommiss'^  of  Purchases,  Philadelphia. 

Forage  Office. 
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Pres.  Beed  to  Bey.  Joseph  Montqomert,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  2'  Inst,  has  been  duly  reoeived.  We  feel  & 
thank,  you  for  your  kind  Attention  to  the  distressed  Inhabitants  of 
the  Frontiers,  &  hope  while  yon  stay  among  them  your  kind  OooM- 
lations  as  well  as  friendly  Advice  will  not  be  wanting.  It  has  beta 
in  many  Respeota  a  most  distressing  Event  &  afieets  lu  the  mM«*ai 
the  Exhausted  State  of  the  Treasury  &  the  Renovation  of  the  M ItiP 
tia  Law  deprive  us  of  the  Means  of  giving  the  expected  BeHefl 
The  amazing  Slowness  in  Collecting  publiok  Taxes  hangs  like  • 
Millstone  round  the  Neck  of  all  our  publick  Operations — we  oaii 
scarcely  command  sufficient  for  the  small  &  common  Purpoeea  of 
civil  Government^  &  in  the  Predicament  Congress  calls  daily  St 
loudly — the-Frontien  exclaim  with  Aoffoishi  &  we  aie  now  reduead 
to  the  painful  Necessity  of  listening  to  Distress  we  cannot  relieve  & 
Claims  we  cannot  aatisfy — the  poor  People  like  the  Waggoner  in 
the  Fablcy  must  put  their  own  Shoulders  to  the  Wheel  as  well  as 
call  on  Hercules. — On  these  Occasions  our  Aid  is  so  distant  that^  f 
do  not  recollect  an  Inatance  when  it  has  proved  effeetoaL  We  idll 
endeavour  to  supply  them  with  Ammunition,  ProviAooiy  &  nah[ 
like  Asaifltance;  we  will  ^ve  Rewards  to  those  who  distiiupBBik 
themselves — in  short  we  will  do  any  Thing  to  oreala  that  apUl 
which  is  sd  necessary  in  an  Indian  War,  e  Spirit  of  Hosdlitj:Jt 
Enterprise  which  will  carry  our  yonng  Men  to  their  Towns. — oiiiP* 
prizes,  Amboscades,  Ac,  have  been  &  1  fear  will  be  found  the  onl^ 
true  Weapons  to  fight  the  Savages. — One  offensive  Expedition  £^ 
merly  gave  Peace  to  the  Weatem  Frontiers — is  not  this  now  pxacll- 
cable ;  if  any  Object  presents  might  we  not  resume  that  Systeaa  T 
I  am  persuaded  nothing  else  will  do. — The  whole  Continental  Am^ 
with  the  Riches  of  half  America  to  support  it  would  not  prevent 
these  Ravages  if  they  do  not  feel  the  Distress  they  inflict  on  others. 
I  do  not  mean  Expeditions  on  a  great  Scale  of  military  Parade,  but 
secretly  concerted,  prudently  conducted,  &  adapted  to  the  Nature  of 
the  Enemy. 

With  many  kind  Wishes  &  much  Esteem, 

I  am  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Affect.  & 

Obed.  Hbble  Senr. 

Directedf 

To  The  Rcvd.  3Ir.  Joseph  Montgomery  at  Sunbury. 
Indoned  April  8. 
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Lt.  Col.  Wbltnsb  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 

Nortbumberland,  April  9«^,  1780. 
Hon'd  Sir, 

IsekiBed  I  send  you  •  Cq>y  of  the  deponiion  of  one  Peter  Bene 
vho  VM  ktely  taken  nrieoper  by  the  Indiani  on  the  20^  of  Mtreh 
hil  md  h^pUy  maae  hit  eeeape  with  three  more  of  hie  fellow 
j0Jraieie» 

I  have  been  informed  by  letter  firom  Captain  Selin  stationed  at 
Wyoming  that  there  were  three  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  plaee 
tskea  pruoners  by  another  party  of  Indians  and  also  made  their 
Mcape,  kiUed  two  and  wonnaed  three  of  the  Indians  and  brooght  in 
■z  rifleai  one  sword  and  two  Tomahawks.  They  say  npon  their 
waj  m  tba  riTer,  they  fell  in  upon  two  parties  of  lndianS|  one  party 
tt  aaa  the  other  8  ooming  down  to  fell  on  the  West  Branch. 

I  hftTe  this  moment  reoeifed  an  express  from  the  West  Branoh 
sbouft  twelve  miles  from  this  Town  that  the  Indians  have  killed  and 
Milpad  one  man  and  two  Childrenj  took  one  woman  prisoner,  but 
ahe  happily  made  her  esoape  from  them  in  the  night.  The  Country 
ii  werj  muoh  alarmed,  ana  likely  to  go  to  the  flight  as  they  cannot 
Vs  supplied  with  provisions,  ammunition,  or  flints,  these  Gommodi- 
te  being  so  very  soaroe.  I  have  manned  three  material  out  posts, 
viif,  Fort  Jenkins,  Fort  Montgomery  and  Boeleys  mills*  It  is  out 
«f  my  power  to  scatter  my  men  any  more,  as  I  have  scarcely  as 
umy  men  in  Town  as  will  man  2  pieces  of  artillery. 

Withimt  there  is  a  reinforcement  sent  to  man  the  West  Braneh, 
I  do  really  think  the  Inhabitants  will  not  be  able  to  stand  their 
ground,  aa  also  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions,  or  I  will  be 
oUiged  to  «vaonate  the  post  myself. 

I  am  Qentlemen  your 

mostob^  Serv^ 

LUD.  WELTNEE,  L'  Col-. 

Com^ 
Copy. 

Directed, 
Hon'ble  Board  of  War  Phihidelphia. 
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Wm.  Maclat  to  Council,  1780. 

Sunbarji  April  9th,  1780. 

Sir, 

A  Namber  of  Pnsonersi  who  were  taken  by  the  iDdianB,  anil 
carried  near  Tioga,  are  jnst  come  in,  having  roee  on  the  Indinia 
killed  some,  diepcTBed  the  Beet  and  complealljr  effected  their  Bconpal 
while  in  Poesesrion  of  The  Indiana  they  had  the  frilowing  inftw  rtw 
tion  :  That  one  handred  Indians  left  Niagara  last  Fall.  Tb«l  Agf 
ree'd  as  much  Cloafhing  as  they  Wanted,  each  man  four  BlMikeCs. 
when  they  came  abovt  Tioga,  they  found  Fat  Cattle  wbidi  fkutf 
killed,  and  bnilt  Themselfes  fionses.  They  gaye  the  Piiseu— 
some  of  the  Beef  which  was  yery  Fat  That  these  hnndred  Indittit 
all  set  off  to  war,  when  they  did.  (N.  B.  we  know  only  of  (hiM 
Parties  h&ying  been  down  on  this  Connty,  all  of  whom  l^  the  best 
Acooants,  amount  to  about  forty.)  That  they  expected  Cd.  RiM 
with  one  hnndred  &  fifty  Warrriors  eveir  day.  Thai  aa  soon  as  lbs 
Leayes  were  green  fiye  hundred  and  finy  Indians  would  slrikc  lil 
diflereni  Places  between  Schenectady  and  Fort  Pitt  That  Ikt 
British  at  Niagara,  paid  them  fifty  shillings  for  a  Scalp  A  fife 
pounds  for  a  rasoner.  That  Three  Towns  were  left  untouched,  bj 
Gen^  SulKyan,  one  of  them  a  yery  large  one:  The  Prisoners  spon 
to  them  of  Peace,  they  said  some  Mohawks  had  mentioned  it  to  tMB 
But  they  would  make  none.  Col.  Hunter  this  moment  calls  on  ns^ 
a  fourth  Party  of  Indians,  struck  last  night  at  nineo'Olock  al  hii 
Plantation  on  the  West  Branch  of  Susquehannah  about  fifteen  mflsf 
from  this  Place;  a  man  and  Child  were  killed  and  a  Woman  taken; 
we  do  not  know  the  Strength  of  this  Party ;  The  Inhabitants  have 
been  flying  this  week  past  ]  I  belieye  there  will  not  be  one  Faad!^ 
in  Northumberland  Town  Before  to  morrow  morning.  I  will  Ml 
attempt  describing  our  distress.  The  German  Beg^  are  posted  al 
four  different  Places,  But  I  do  not  find  that  they  ever  stir  a  foot  out 
of  their  posts  without  some  other  Support,  it  seems  likely  That  this 
County  will  be  totally  abandoned. 

And  while  the  English  eontinnc  to  supply  the  Indians  at  Niagara, 
pay  them  and  support  them  as  at  Present,  Peace  with  the  Indiani 
(in  my  opinion)  is  unatainable.  We  ought  to  have  Niagara  cost  whal 
it  will;  The  Reasons;  to  me  at  least  appear  many  &  strong;  Tki 
French  of  Detroit  would  instantly  declare  for  us,  and  by  meaat  d 
their  Influence,  The  indian  Disturbances  would  be  quelled  in  the 
Whole  western  Region,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  No  Pass  per 
haps  in  the  World  commands  the  Communication  of  so  great  as 
Extent  of  Inland  Country ;  of  what  vast  Consequences  to  the  united 
States,  would  the  Possession  of  this  place  be  ?  should  a  Treaty  oi 
Peace  come  on  the  Carpet.  A  Small  armey  well  equipped,  secrec] 
and  dispatch  are  most  certainly  all  that  can  be  necessary  lor  tkii 
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Parpoie.  Ton  may  easily  gaeas  that  I  am  mnoh  hurried  and  far 
froo  beiag  easy  ia  mind,  as  I  haye  my  Family  amidat  thia  Confu- 
lioo.    I  am  however  in  good  health  and  with  great  Regard. 

Sir  y  moat  obed«  &  moat  Hble  Serv« 

W-.  MACLAT. 


Ai  I  have  not  time  to  Write  Bndeavionring  te  Baiie  a  party  to 
Mbw  thoae  Sayagea^  my  Bentimenta  ia  Gmtaiaed  in  the  above 

Your  Homb'  Senr^ 

8AM'  HUNTER. 

PaUic  Service. 

limoihy  Mailaek  Eiqaire  Seeretary  to  the  Hon'ble  Ezecative 
Coueil  of  Pennsylvania. 

y  fiivonr  of 
&pt*  Boyd. 


} 


Besolyi  of  Congress,  1780. 

April  10*»,  1780. 
BfliQlved, 

That  it  be  and  hereby  ia  recommendod  to  the  Oovemors  or  Frea- 
Umta  of  the  several  States,  who  grant  commissions  for  private 
msnla  of  War,  that  on  the  back  of  the  eommiasioo  there  be  inserted 
a  minnte  description  of  the  persons  of  the  captain  and  hia  lieutenant 
with  their  ace,  stetnre,  complexion  &  respectively  certified  by  the 
Governor  or  President  nnder  bis  seal  of  office. 

That  where  commissions  commonly  called  letters  of  Marque  and 
leprisa],  are  granted  to  armed  vessen  going  on  mercantile  voyageS| 
the  maater  and  his  chief  mate  be  required  to  undersign  their  olear- 
ancea  in  the  presence  of  the  naval  officer  of  the  port,  who  is  also  to 
insert  on  the  back  of  the  clearance  a  minute  description  of  the 
persons  of  the  master  and  chief  mate,  with  their  age,  sUtnre,  com- 
riszion  &a  respectively,  and  to  certify  the  same  under  hu  signature 
ft  seal  of  office. 

Extract  from  the  minutea. 

OBO.  BOND,  Dep'y  aec'y. 
8* 
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Doir  JuAK  De  MisaIiLbs  to  Prbs.  Sbbd,  1780. 

Mon  trca  oher  Moosieur^ 

Devant  Expedicr  promptem*  la  Schonner  Buk  Skin,  Cap.  Job 
Wilson,  pour  porter  des  Paqaets  an  Gouvernear  de  la  Havana  ;  i 
Souhaite  envoyer  par  lad*  ooasion  trente  Barrils  de  farinne  poor  1 
ProvisioD,  de  ma  famille  &  de  mcs  Parents,  en  consequenoe  je  prenc 
la  liberty  de  toob  prier  Monsieur  de  Touloir  m'en  aocorder  la  PermUb 
de  qooy  je  tou  en  aurez  une  Teritable  lecoiraoisaanoe. 

J'ay  rhoDneur  d'etre  avee  tout  le  Respect  Ac. 

Monsiear  Yotre  tree  hum  &  tr^i  ob*  serrit^ 

JUAN'  De  MIRALLES  • 

Ce  10  avril,  1780. 

A  Son  Exo'*  Jo8^  Boed,  Esq. 


Saml.  Hodgdon  to  Pres.  Beed,  1780.     ' 

Philadelphia,  April  10th. 

Sir, 

A  few  days  since  I  waited  on  you  with  a  request  from  the  hon'bl 
Board  of  War  for  an  Order  for  One  of  the  eight  howitzers  belongin 
to  the  Continent,  (by  loan)  now  in  the  possession  of  this  State — to 
I  have  called  several  times  since,  for  answer,  but  not  having  tl 
happiness  to  find  your  Excellency  at  home,  have  taken  the  libert 
to  request  that  I  may  be  favoured  (by  the  bearer  or  as  boon  after  i 
is  convenient,)  with  an  order  for  obtaining  the  hoit,  as^  the  G^ntli 
man  who  b  to  take  it  in  charge  is  arrived  from  Camp. 

With  due  respect, 

I  am  Your  most  Obt  Servt., 

SAML.  HODGDON,  D.  0.  G.  Me. 

Dirtetedf 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  Present. 
Com.  Gen.  Mil.  stores  Office. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  815.     He  is  allowed  to  ship  80  barrels  c 
flour  as  requested  above. 
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Board  of  War  to   Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  April  11, 1780. 

Sp, 

We  have  the  hoDour  to  enclose  jou  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
CoDgT€S8  passed  this  day,  directing  us  to  apply  to  vour  Excellency 
k  ue  Supreme  ezecntive  council  of  this  State  for  a  quantity  of 
ftnge  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  horses  at  this 
port.  We  shall  immediately  take  measures  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  iones  here  which  are  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
igneibly  to  the  determination  of  Congress  the  issues  of  forage  will 
n  restrieted  to  them :  in  the  mean  time  we  earnestly  request  your 
Excellency  and  the  Hon'>*  Council  will  be  pleased  to  cause  fifty  tons 
of  bj  &  five  hundred  bushels  of  Indian  Corn  or  other  short  forage 
eqmnlent  to  be  furnished  to  the  deputy  quarter  master  general  at 
tlu>  post  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  the  horses  are  in  the  utmost  dar- 
ger  of  starving.  Of  the  additional  quantity  of  forage  which  will  be 
rated  here,  we  will  inform  your  Excellency  when  we  have  ascer- 
tuied  the  number  of  horses  to  be  fed. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect| 

your  Excellency's 

most  obed^  Servant, 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

P.  8.  We  are  now  informed  that  after  this  night  there  will  be 
no  fonge  for  any  of  the  public  horses. 

ftfttr/ec/. 

To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Besolution  of  Conqress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  April  ll*",  1780. 

Kesolved,  that  the  Board  of  War  cause  enquiry  to  be  made  con- 
^^ioff  the  State  of  the  Horses  referred  to  in  the  Letter  from  J. 
(^x  of  the  9^  and  take  order  for  the  preservation  of  such  as  are  the 
P^perty  of  the  United  States— and  for  that  purpose  that  the  Board 
i^neat  of  the  President  &  supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
^f  Pennsylvania  so  much  of  the  forage  to  be  furnished  by  the  said 
Bute  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  2b^  February  last  as 
^  Boud  may  think  necessary 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GHABLBS  THOHSOir^  Seo'y. 
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Pres.  I^eed  to  Col.  Jacob  Stboud,  &c.y  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

We  receiyod  your  Fayonr  by  M*"  Kortrighfc  &  sympathiie  with  you 
in  tbe  Distress  which  this  unexpected  and  cruel  InvasioQ  of  thm 
Savages  has  occasioned.  We  have  as  the  first  Step  of  Relief  ddir- 
ered  M'  Eortright  2W*  of  Powder  800  Lead  &  500  Flints  whioh 
will  be  delivered  by  him  to  H'  Kacklin  Lieutenant  of  the  County  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  Places  where  most  wanted.  We  muat  reoon- 
mend  to  you  great  care  in  keeping  as  well  as  Oeoonomy  in  unng  tlM 
Ammunition  as  it  is  grown  a  veiy  scarce  &  difficult  Article  to  bo 
procured.  We  have  also  directed  CoL  Eaoklin  to  order  out  a  GlaM 
of  the  Militia  on  Tour  of  Duty  to  march  up  to  your  Townships  widi 
as  little  Delay  as  posuble.  At  the  same  Time  we  cannot  help  e^ 
preBsing  our  Apprehensions  that  the  Benefit  yon  will  derive  froa 
them  will  not  be  any  way  proportioned  to  the  expenccy  Trouble  & 
Difficulty  occasioned  by  the  Measure.  We  have  often  used  the  saaia 
Bzpedicnt  but  do  not  recollect  that  any  Captive  or  Plunder  wai 
regained  thereby  or  any  of  the  Savages  killed — We  would  thenfbvp 
recommend  to  you  to  encourage  the  young  Men  to  hire  out  in  SBiall 
Parties  to  endeavour  to  strike  the  Enemy  near  Home  &  ^ve  tbem 
the  Alarm  for  their  own  Safety.  We  would  gladly  support  &  pro- 
mote such  a  Measure  k  have  therefore  authoriMd  the  Lieutenant  of 
the  County  to  ofiier  1600  DollaFS  for  every  Indian  or  Tory  Prisoner 
taken  in  Arms  against  us  &  1000  Dollars  for  every  Indian  Scalp. 
We  are  fully  satisned  that  the  Frontiers  will  never  have  Peace  while 
the  Country  waits  for  the  Enemy  but  on  the  other  Hand  it  will  be  in 
their  Power  with  few  and  small  Parties  to  harass  k  distress  them 
greatly. 

M'  Vancampen  being  well  acquainted  with  many  of  our  pnbliek 
Difficulties  k  particularly  the  State  of  our  Treasury  it  will  easily  be 
seen  how  difficult  it  is  to  do  more  than  we  have  done,  k  we  are  per- 
suaded you  will  believe  that  nothing  has  been  wanting  or  shall  be 
to  relieve  k  support  you.  I  am  Oentlemcn, 

Your  most  Obed. 

k  very  Hbble  Servt. 

P.  S.  Having  had  sundry  loose  Complaints  against  your  Pay- 
master M'  Beam  we  have  frequently  wrote  to  him  but  as  no  particu- 
lar Charge  is  brought  k  he  denies  having  given  any  Cause  of 
Complaint  we  must  desire  you  to  point  out  the  Persons  k  Circom- 
atanoes  who  have  been  so  long  kept  out  of  their  Money  that  Justioe 
may  be  done  which  is  our  hearty  Wish  k  Desire. 

Dtrededf 

To  Col.  Jacob  Stroud  John  Yanoampen  k  Nicholas  Depni  Ssq^ 
Northampton  County.'*' 

Indorsed,  Ap.  11, 1780. 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  812, 
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Jamm  Gamblb  to  Con&BXB,  1780. 

PhiUdelphus  AprUl  11%  1780. 

lb  die  HoDOwaUe  CoogreflSi 

Tov  Memonliito  Bone  haih  been  taken  down  for  a  militia  man, 
irinak  I  voa'd  CheerCally  ooaaamt  to,  did  I  not  labour  onder  manr 
dMn^pedUe  drsumatenoef,  wUeh  I  am  in  hopee  Toar  Honoun  wiu 
enadflf,  Ihe  firrt  ia  thia  bdog  bred  to  the  aea,  I  have  nefer  learnt 
At  Miof  amall  armai  nor  been  aooaatoned  to  long  aarehea,  not 
a^  thai  bnt  nnfortnnately  1 8hi^  on  Board  the  Bng  Betij  of  thw 

Em  Hareh  1776  for  Uork  A  to  return  here  Immediately  a^n, 
Bitead  of  that  our  owners  fork  &  Dowers,  had  gave  private 
lutrnetiona.to  aell  the  Yenel,  so  after  discharging  our  Gugo  at 
CoA|  we  got  orders  to  prooeed  to  Bristol  in  England,  there  sold  the 
Tmh]|  and  I  ohoee  rather  to  return  whome  to  Ireland  than  enter  into 
tin  British  aerviooi  though  I  had  many  offers  of  prefermenti  I  staid 
•t  whome  8  jeara,  still  expecting  an  oppertunitv  of  returning  here 
tpii,  bnt  eon'd  cet  none  till|  at  last  I  ventured  to  ship  from  Lon- 
in^jkrrj  to  Jamaioai  from  thence  I  shipt  on  Board  the  Sloop  Terri* 
aUe  Bound  to  Newjork ;  but  on  our  passage  the  29^  of  August  last, 
vitk  the  aasbtanoe  of  8  New  england  lads  I  Captur'd  the  Vessel, 
ind  Brought  her  in  here,  from  these  Circumstances  I  hope  jour 
Hoooors  will  excuse  me  from  Militia  duty,  But  if  jour  Honours 
Shoold  think  proper  to  order  me  on  board  anv  jour  Ships  of  War, 
or  ikou'd  the  enimv  advanee  towards  this  Citj  I  will  Cheerfullj 
comolY  with  jour  Honours  orders,  jour  Honours  sees  the  danger  of 
>BJ  nUiog  into  the  Enimajs  handis  better  than  I  can  describe  there- 
in 1 99ia'd  wish  to  be  Stationed  in  that  Situation  where  I  might  be 
abb  to  defimd  myself  from  the  merciless  enim  j. 

From  jour  Honours 

Most  obedient  Servt. 

JAMES  GAMBLE. 
^  The  Hononxabk  Continental  Congress. 
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G.  J.  Tnos.  McEiSAK  to  Prks.  Ribd,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Bearer,  Serjeant  George  Dalsell,  brought  «  prisoner  frv 
York  town  Goal  to  this  oitj  for  trial,  bj  order  of  the  Sheriff  of  Tdk 
eoanty,  who  paid  him  in  part  for  hia  trouble  (as  the  Bearer  wiji 
thirtj  dollars.  I  most  beg  leave  to  refer  him  to  Cooneil  for  fioni 
compensation.  The  prisoner  was  aoensed  of  gaiding'  the  Eneafi-I 
the  orooked  billet,*  and  of  being  yery  aotive  in  the  cmeltie  anpi 
tntted  there  on  the  Militia  of  this  State,  bat  the  prindpal  Wiftasil 
who  was  likewise  confined  in  York  town  Goal|  has  made  his  assi^ 

I  afflj  Sir,  with  yerj  great  regard, 

Yoor  most  obedient  servant,  ''' 

THO.  H'KEANl 

Philadelphia,  April  11th,  1780. 

JHrecUdf 

His  Kxcellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  Penn;^ 
yaaia. 

By  Serjeant  Geo.  DalielL 


Obo.  Wall  to  Gknl.  Lagbt,  1780. 

My  friend, 

I  have  been  just  now  informed  from  good  authority,  which  ! 
believe  to  be  true,  that  Coogler  had  a  large  store  of  wheat  eoncedb 
in  his  garret,  while  the  enemy  was  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  the  Tons 
brought  it  there  in  the  night — his  House  has  been  a  Continna 
Bendezvous  for  Tories,  Refugees  and  Deserters  ever  since  the  wai 
and  it  is  my  opinion  he  now  holds  a  Correspondence  with  the  enemj 
his  Ferry  and  all  his  Boats  ought  to  be  taken  from  him,  as  be  dpe 
a  Deal  of  Mischief  in  Crossing  Disaffected  People  over  in  these  liM 
He  is  a  Person  whose  general  Conduct  has  been  an  enemy  (o  tb 
States,  as  well  as  many  of  his  neighbours. 

GEORGE  WALL. 
Directed, 

For  General  Laccy. 

Indorsed,  From  Gen.  Wall,  Agent  for  Confiscated  Estates,  Book 
Co.,  April  12, 1780. 

•  See  VoL  YI.,  p.  471,  600. 
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Pbes.  Bsxo  to  Qov.  Qeo.  Clinton  of  N.  T.,  1780. 

Philad*.  April  12tb,  1780 
Sir, 

Yoar  Fafoar  of  the  11th  Mareh'*'  has  been  daly  received  k  in 
Answer  thereto  beg  Leave  to  inform  yoar  Ezcell^  That  the  Provision 
Dide  (br  the  Pennsjlvania  Troops  in  Addition  to  the  Pay  k  Allow- 
aoee  of  Congress  are  as  follows.  To  the  Officers,  One  Uniform  suit, 
omntmg  of  %  Coat,  Waistooat  2  Pair  Breeches,  8  Shirts,  3  pair  of 
StoekfaigB,  3  pair  of  Shoes  &  8  Stocks  annually  during  their  being 
in  aotnal  Service.  To  every  Officer  &  Private  daring  such  Service 
eertain  ennmerated  Articles  of  Stores  oonsiatini^  of  Rum,  Sugar,  Tea, 
CoAbe  ft  Soap,  in  the  follow*  Proportions  viz.For  each  ]£ition  ^ 
Week,  one  Pint  of  Kam  at  the  Rate  of  5s.  ^  Gall,  itb  Sugar  at  the 
Sate  of  I  « lb,  1  01  of  Tea  at  12s.  %  lb,  41b  Tobacco  at  9d  %)  ft 
iurfd8oaj)itlV  lb.  ^ 

Bj  a  Law  of  the  State  the  half  Pfty  given  by  Congress  fbr  7  Tears 
ii  extended  to  life  under  certain  Limitations  ft  Restrictions.  And 
ft  the  kttt  Sessions  the  Hoose  of  Assembly  voted  Land  in  the  follow- 
ng  Proportions,  vis. 

A  Major  Oen>.  2000  Acres. 
A  Brigadier      1500 


A  Colonel 

1000 

L'Col. 

750 

Sorgeon 

600 

Hqor 

600 

Chtplain 

600 

CapUdn 

500 

Lieutenant 

400 

£nsign 

300 

Sergeant 

250 

Private 

200 

Aeee  lands  to  be  free  from  Taxes  while  in  the  Hands  of  the 
i^eduite  Grantee.  The  Widow  or  Children  of  every  Officer  or 
BoUier  Uliog  in  Battle  is  entitled  to  the  Land  the  Husband  or 
After  would  have  had  if  he  had  lived. 

The  Provision  for  disabled  Soldiers  is  a  Pension  ordered  by  the 
Orphan's  Govt  of  the  County  payable  by  the  County  Treasurer  not 
ftteeding  half  Pay  ft  Rations.  The  Provision  for  Widows  ft  Orphans 
II  under  the  same  Direction  but  the  Court  has  a  discretional  Power 
*>  to  the  Amount  of  the  Pension  or  Annuity. 

Thns,  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  your  Excelk  a  compendious 
yicir  of  our  System  it  doubtless  admits  of  many  Amendments,  but 
hitherto  it  has  proved  satisfactory  to  the  Army.  In  the  hasty  Remo- 
val from  this  Citv  on  the  Invasion  of  the  Enemy,  the  whole  of  our 
^WB  passed  to  ^at  Period  were  left  so  as  to  fall  into  the  Enemy's 
B^.    It  is  in  Contemplation  to  print  a  new  editio&  o*  «oon  tf 

*  Set  page  18^ 
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thai  is  done  or  if  any  of  the  Missing  Copies  can  be  proeored  I  ihal 
immediately  forward  a  complete  Sett.  I  esteem  myself  bappy  ii 
this  &  every  other  OooasioQ  to  express  the  Respect  a  Esteem  irith 
which  I  ami 

Tour  Exoeil'y 

Host  Obed.  &  ray 

HbbkSen* 

His  Exoeil'y  George  Clinton  Esq.  Gov',  of  the  Staftf  ut  S%m  Tok, 


6cN.  Gko.  Washington  to  Prbb.  Reed. 


Sir, 


,  t»> 


Head  Q~.  Morris  Town,  April  12, 1780. 


Since  I  had  the  Honor  of  addressing  your  Ezcellency  on  IIm  Oil 
Instant  &  of  transmittinff  yon  at  that  time  a  Letter  of  the  26Ch  nit.  oi 
the  subject  of  the  Sopiuies  to  be  famished  by  yonr  State  in 
qnenoe  of  the  Aet  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Fefomary— I  have 
maturely  oonsidered  the  point,  with  respect  to  the  plaoes  at  wUfll 
they  should  be  deposited ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  it  appean 
me,  that  they  should  be  collected  at  the  fddlowing  plaoes  &  in  the 
proportions  set  against  thorn  respectively. 

PlMMOfDepodt. 


Fort  Pitt 

Ligonier 

Bedford 

Carlisle 

Yorktown 

Estherton 

Sunbury 

Wyoming 

Lancaster 

Lebanon 

Beading 

Easttown 

Philadelphia 


Hoar. 

2,400 

SOO 

800 

800 

100 

200 

1,000 

600 

500 

200 

200 

20,000 

18,500 


Old*! 
Bum. 

7,000 

850 

850 

4,000 

280 

1,000 

3,000 

1,500 

1,200 

500 

560 

1,000 

8,083 


lUy. 

150 

40 

40 

80 

40 

20 

60 

40 

180 

200 

180 

200 

470 


7,50C 
2,0<N 
2,0(N 
4,00C 
2,0<N 
1,0M 
8,00C 
2;1XN 
UfifK 

lojm 

70,00( 
68^ 


40,000124,428  l,700l200,00( 

Tho  nltimate  ploocs  of  deporit  of  the  salt  most  be  goretned  b;  An 
requiation  of  the  Commissarj  GenenL  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  wid 
the  greatest  respect  and  esteem. 

Yr  Ezcellonojr's 

Most  Obed>  Servant, 

Q:  WASHINGTON.* 

Hb  ExoeFj  Preudent  Beed. 

*  Bm  CoL  Bee.  Vol.  zn.,  p.  818,  and  p.  146  of  this. 
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Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Preb.  Reed,  1780. 

Sir, 

Two  nilon  wbo  left  tbe  Ouard  ship  kst  satarday  morning  say  tbe 
fleet  coDsisting  of  23  sail,  ▼)>.,  the  rainbow  of  40  Guns,  the  only 
kJDg^i  ship,  tbe  rest  ships  ft  brigs,  except  6  schooners  &  sloopsy 
niled  on  Friday  afternoon.  The  Tessels  were  crowded  with  soldiersi 
hM  to  be  SCiOO;  their  destination  not  known.  In  New  York 
birhonr  the  Russel  of  74  ft  2  sloops  of  war,  they  know  nothing  of 
mother  embarkation.  It  was  reported  many  inhabitants  of  New 
Fork  were  preparing  to  remoye  to  Charleston.  None  of  the  Cork  fleet 
ujetarriTed|  seyeral  of  them  are  supposed  to  have  been  forced  to 
tke  west  indies  by  the  severity  of  tbe  weather. 

Permit  me  to  assnre  yon  that  I  am,  with  respect, 

Yonr  Excellencies  most  obed't  serrt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
April  18th,  1780. 

Hii  Exoellenoy,  Joseph  Seed,  President  of  the  State. 


Pres«  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 

Geatlamen : 

I  received  yonr  Favonr  of  tbe  11^*  Inst  requesting  ns  to  cause  50 

Tons  of  Hay  ft  500  Bushels  of  Indian  Com  to  be  delivered  to  the 

D^  Q^  M' — and  also  inclosing  a  Resolution  of  Congress  to  the  like 

£8^  both  which  have  been  laid  before  the  Council.     As  they  are 

eridently  founded  upon  a  Mistake,  it  is  thought  necessary  to  give 

Toa  a  State  of  the  Business,  which  it  is  apprehended  will  afford  you 

the  Information  necessary  to  rectify  it     Before  we  had  Money  or 

Ueans  to  procure  any  Supplies,  ft  even  before  the  Appointment  of 

our  Officers,  we  were  callea  upon  to  find  publick  Horses  then  starving. 

In  addition  to  the  Number  constantly  kept  at  this  Post,  we  were 

informed  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Delaware  State,  tho'  abounding  in 

Torage,  had  refused  to  keep  what  were  sent  into  that  State  upon 

Credit,  ft  140  were  arrived  in  this  City,  ft  more  might  be  expected. 

We  in  Haste  appointed  our  Officers,  ft  sent  them  to  work  on  Credit; 

they  were  so  successfull  as  to  procure  an  immediate  Supply;-^ 

Bat,  to  know  the  Extent  of  the  Necessity,  ft  tbe  Provision  to  be 

tttde,  they  were  sent  to  the  Forage  Master  in  this  City  to  ascertain 

the  Issna; — by  him  they  were  told,  that  the  average  Consumption 

*  Page  176. 
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of  this  City  was  10  Tons  ^  Day,  which,  at  141b.  for  each  Horse,  su] 
poses  1400  Horses  in  this  City  to  be  provided  by  the  publick.  Lar| 
as  the  Consumption  appeared,  we  were  endeavoaring  to  provide  i 
far  as  we  could  for  present  Necessity — for  as  to  procuring  Hay  i 
this  Time  sufficient  for  such  a  Consumption,  it  is  impossible  i  it 
not  to  be  had  for  any  Money  or  at  any  Price  whatever ;  it  real! 
does  not  exist.  While  wo  were  exerting  ourselves  to  the  utmost^ 
straining  our  personal  Influence  &  Credit,  the  Commissioner  fi 
Purchases  informed  me  last  Sunday,  that  64  poor  Horses  were  ja 
arrived  from  Delaware,  in  Addition  to  the  former,  for  that  the  Peop 
would  keep  them  no  longer;  200  are  also  sent  up  by  Chester  GouBi; 
I  then  spoke  to  M'  Cox,  assistant  Q'  Master,  upon  the  Subjedi 
asked  him  why  the  City  was  made  the  Keceptacle  of  the  poor  Hom 
from  other  States ;  he  informed  me  that  the  People  would  not  kef 
them,  not  because  they  had  not  ForagOi  but  because  they  would  m 
give  farther  Credit.  1  then  told  him  that  it  could  answer  no  Purpa 
for  the  Preservation  of  the  Horses  to  bring  them  here,  because,  hoi 
ever  willing  the  People  might  be  to  assist  &  give  the  Credit  refoM 
by  others,  there  was  not  Forage — that  the  old  Stock  was  lo  net 
exhausted,  that,  unless  Impossibilities  were  expected,  the  Horses  ma 
also  die  here.  That  to  support  the  present  Consumption  was  impn 
tioable ;  &  therefore  to  add  to  it  by  pouring  in  all  the  poor  Hon 
from  distant  Posts  would  only  increase  &  accumulate  the  Distres 
Upon  this,  we  suppose,  the  Representation  was  made,  &  the  Resol 
&  your  Letter  framed,  which  implies  an  Ability  we  do  not  possei 
unless  it  is  intended  to  consume  the  whole  Stock  on  Hand  in  a  ft 
Days,  &  leave  the  Distress  of  to  morrow  wholly  unprovided  fo 
however  important  &  necessary  its  Demands.  We  have  thia  Di 
called  upon  the  Commissioners  to  know,  not  what  can  be  procured  i 
as  to  servo  the  Consumption  at  this  Post,  but  what  there  is  with: 
Beach ;  &  are  informed  they  cannot  learn  that  there  arc  more  thi 
100  Tons— except  about  half  this  Quantity  heretofore  engagi 
by  the  Quarter  Masters,  &  which  still  is  upon  League  Island,  belongu 
to  one  Kinny,  &  which  our  Commissioners  were  in  Pursuit  of  to  satia 
the  present  Exigence,  when  they  were  informed  that  it  had  hen 
already  sold  to  the  Publick. 

We  beg  Leave  now  to  inform  you  that  there  are  above  S0( 
Horses  in  this  State,  which  have  been  kept  thro'  this  Winter  i 
Credit — that  we  have  used  our  Influence  on  the  Inhabitants  to  oa 
tinuo  still  to  keep  them ;  that  there  are  now  20  Millions  of  Dollars  di 
to  the  People  of  this  State  from  the  Commissary  &  Quarter  Mastei 
Departments  on  Certificates — that  our  Treasury  is  quite  exhanafa 
for  Continental  Demands,  so  that  the  moat  minute  Expences 
Government  are  unpaid — that  under  these  Circumstances  we  do  hoj 
the  Burthen  may  not  go  on  to  be  increased  beyond  what  we  are  ab 
to  bear.  And  that  Congress  would  do  us  the  Justice  to  believe  1 
are  directing  oar  whole  l^me.  Labour  &  Credit  &  Influence  to  xelis' 
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the  jnwni  CrisiB.     If  yoa  tbink  this  Infonnation  wonld  be  of  tDy 
Ub6  to  CoDgraWi  yon  have  oar  ConseDt  to  gWe  it.    I  am,  Gent.^ 

Your  Obed.  &  yery  Hbble  Servt. 


Philadelphia  Library  Co.  to  Council,  1780. 

GeDdflmen: 

Iha  Sabecriben  being  a  Committee  appointed  by  a  board  of 
IXneionof  the  Philadelphia  Library  Company  to  make  "  application 
"  to  the  proper  Persons  or  Powers  for  obtaining  a  safe  Passport  for 
"nndry  Books  intended  for  the  said  Company,  now  lying  at  New 
Yotk,"  beg  leave  to  lay  the  minute  of  the  board,  Letter  of  Advice 
A I^  of  said  books  before  the  honorable  Coancil,  and  request  the 
&TQr  of  their  Advice  &  Assistance  in  compleating  the  object  of  their 
appoiatment. 
We  are, 

with  sentiments  of  Esteem  and  Respect^ 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient, 

humble  Servants,* 

JOSIAH  HKWKS, 
JO.  STANSBUllY. 
Philidelphia,  14'^  April;  1780. 

to  His  Excellenoy  the  President,  Vice  President  and  Members  of 
tk  Supreme  lExecutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Ponnsyl- 
Yioia. 


Col.  Stephen  Moylan  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Colchester,  14»^  April,  1780. 

ffiff 

The  Resolve  of  Congress  passed  the  15*^  March,  1770,  respecting 
tt«  Corps  of  Light  Dragoons,  has  bat  very  lately  oome  to  my 
howledge,  probably  owing  to  the  duty  of  that  part  of  the  Army 
lUeh  I  have  the  bonoor  to  command,  being  generally  employed  on 
thi  evemies  Lines ;  and  of  course  we  are  not  regularly  supplied  with 
As  G-enend  Orders. 

I  jHiT6  famished  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  with  a 
General  Return,  conformable  to  that  Resolve — ^and  take  this  oppor- 
tanity  of  inclosing  a  Return  of  those  in  the  4^  Regiment,  who  belong 
to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whioh  I  beg  you  will  lay  before  the 
iMNue,  or  tho0e  who  are  authorized  by  the  executive  part  of  the 
Qoveninie&t  to  attend  to  that  business. 

•  See  GoL  Bee,  Vol  XIL,  p.  818. 
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If  your  Exoellenoy  ahoold  think  it  neoesmiy  to  ha? e  a  Reiora  o 
those  whoBe  times  have  expired}  &  are  discharged,  bcloDging  to  you 
State,  I  willy  oo  receipt  of  your  orders,  make  onef  out 

M'  John  Sullivan,  mentioned  in  this  Return  as  belonging  to  thi 
state,  has  not  been  long  enough  in  /America  to  have  gained  a  Settle 
ment  in  any  part  of  the  United  States,  but  as  I  made  him  the  offn 
of  a  Lieutenanoy  in  the  Regiment  daring  his  Sojourn  in  Philadelphii| 
I  have  Sett  him  down  as  appertaining  to  Pennsylvania,  whushii 
agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  Congress  before  mentioned,  he  la  I 
young  gentleman  of  some  fortune,  and  one  that  I  have  even 
reason  to  think,  will  do  honor  to  himself,  and  to  the  State  of  wUn 
he  ia  to  be  a  member. 

I  have  great  satis&otion  in  assuring  the  Legislature  of  Pennayl 
Tania,  that  no  men  in  the  army  have  done  their  duty  with  men 
alacrity  than  those  in  the  4^  Regiment  of  Light  Bngoona,  wh 
belong  to  that  State,  have  done. 

I  have  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  your  most  obed*  H.  S*, 

STEPHEN  MOYLAN. 
Direciedf 

Publiek  Service. 

His  EzoellencY  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  o( 
Pensylvaaia,  Philadelphia. 


Gkk.  Hand  to  Pkks.  Rebd,  1780. 

Camp,  near  Mondham,  April  14^,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  Desertioi 
still  prevails  in  the  4*^  &  11*^  Penn*  Regiments  to  a  shameful  anc 
surprising  degree ;  no  less  than  24  have  gone  off  from  the  4%  J 
from  the  11^  41  have  gone  since  the  present  year  commenoed.  ] 
apprehend  many  of  them  have  gone  towards  Philadelphia,  in  or^V 
to  get  on  Board  some  of  the  ships  of  war  that  sail  from  the  Dalawne 
have  therefore  intrusted  Capt"  McGowenof  the  4'^,&  Capt*  Jaekaol 
of  the  11^,  who  are  now  in  Philadelphia,  to  endeavour  to  seevn  ai 
many  of  them  as  possible;  and  as  I  can't  possibly  furnish  them  will 
parties  to  assist  them  in  the  execution  of  this  duty,  have  iakoA  tb 
liberty  of  directing  them  to  wait  on  your  Excellency,  not  doubtii^ 
your  readiness  to  give  them  every  advice  and  aasistanoe  neceaaafyoi 
the  occasion. 

I  have 'the  Honour  to  be,  Sir, 
with  much  xespeoti 

Your  Exo^  moat  obed^ 
&  mofi  Hbble.  Sonwit^ 
EWD*  HAND. 
His  Sxceiry,  Joseph  Beed,  Hscf  . 


FENN8TLYANIA  ABCHIVES  178a  186 

BssoLunoir  oi  CoKe&BfiSi  1780. 

In  CoDgresfli  April  ISth,  1780. 

That  any  State  which  shall  famish  the  officers  of  the  hospital 

«d  medied  staff,  beloDging  to  sooh  state  in  the  senrioe  of  the 

Uvited  States,  with  snch  articles  of  eloathinflr  as  those  officers  are 

Mfeelively  entitled  to,  by  a  resolation  of  Congress  of  the  20th 

Xombsr,  1779,  and  make  returns  thereof  to  the  Clothier  general, 

ibUhsfe  credit  lor  sooh  snpplies  in  their  acoonnt  with  the  United 

Extract  from  the  minntes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seor. 

1780,  April  18th,  Resolve  of  CongresS|  recommending  snpplys 
ferOiEeerB  of  Hos|ntal  and  Medical  staff. 


United  States  Treasureb  to  Pres.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Sir, 

We  melose  yon  a  state  of  the  Tax  account  of  Pennsylvanisi  to 
vUoh  we  begjoor  attention.  We  shall  be  carefbl  to  confine  our 
Beporti  for  Warrants,  to  the  exact  Amount,  and,  as  lam  Sums 
K«  dse  from  the  United  States  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  State, 
lUI,  as  far  as  possible,  appropriate  the  Continental  Taxes  thereof 
^Maa  the  same,  which  we  suppose  will  be  both  more  convenient  & 
Bore  Meeable.  Cases  may  occur  in  which  this  Bule  cannot  be 
^diuKa  t0|  but  they  will  not  be  more  fr^uent  than  is  absolutely 
JKOMinr.  The  Draught  lately  made,  and  those  now  making,  are 
ntesdea  to  discharge,  as  far  as  practicable.  Debts  now  owing;  from 
^  Poblic,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  supplies  from  failine  in  Uie  In- 
^■in,  till  the  State  Purchases  take  Effect  The  Resolution  of  Con- 
P^of  the  18th  of  March,  ult.,  will  shew  the  Reason  of  including 
^  Taxes  of  January  and  February,  1780.  I  have  the  Honor  to 
H  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  Excellencys  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

Ry  order, 

JOHN  OIRSON, 
President. 

United  Stetes  Treasury  Office,  Philadelphia,  18  April,  1780. 
To  his  Excellency  President  Reed. 
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John  Mitchell  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

Philadelphia^  15  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

Major  BeDJ.  Eyns  haTioff  oompleated  the  Carpentem  Work  ■» 
oasaary  at  the  Bridge  oyer  Schuylkill  at  the  Middle  Ferry,  and  beiik 
in  great  want  of  money,  having  advanced  a  considerable  part  m 
the  sum  to  the  Workmen,  being  at  present  destitute  of  Gaoh  lo 
discharge  the  Debts  of  my  Department,  and  aprehencive  that  iC 
ivill  be  attended  with  great  loss  to  Major  Eyres  if  he  is  not  pud ; 
and  he  having  informed  me  of  his  aplication  to  your  Exoellenoy 
and  the  Hon'bie  the  Executive  Council,  for  relief  &  assistance,  and 
in  consequence  of  such  aplication,  had  received  a  Letter  from  tM 
Secretary  of  the  Hon'ble  Council,  in  which  they  have  been  pleiaed 
to  express  their  Willingness  to  grant  the  assistance  neoessaiy  for 
this  purpose,  If  aplied  for  by  me,  with  promise  to  repay  the  sum 
out  of  the  first  Warrant,  or  moneys  Granted  by  the  Hon'ble  the 
Continental  Congress,  for  the  Payment  of  the  Quarter  Master 
Generals  Debts. 

I  beff  leave  to  return  your  Excellency  &  the  Council  my  sincen 
acknowledgement  for  your  assistance,  and  will  take  care  that  out  «l 
the  first  moneys  coming  into  my  Hands  for  Pablick  uses,  the  turn 
advanced  by  you  shall  be  pnnctualy  repaid.  There  is  some  Inm 
Work  yet  necessary  to  be  done  to  the  Bridge,  but  the  Workmen 
refuse  to  go  on  with  it  without  a  promise  of  immediate  pay ;  thia  I 
am  not  in  a  conditbn  to  perform,  from  the  reasons  before  giyegf 
but  as  I  have  Publick  Iron  sufficient,  the  expence  of  the  Worknaa- 
ship  will  not,  I  believe,  be.  above  three  or  four  thousand  Dullaci. 
If  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to  enable  me 
to  compleat  this  Work,  it  will  make  the  Bridge  perfectly  secant 
and  I  will  repay  this  sum  with  the  other  out  of  the  first  monejii 
that  come  to  my  hands  for  Publick  use. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  bo, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellencys  most 

obed.  humble  serv*, 

J*  MITCHELL,  D.  Q.  M.  G».* 

Direciedf 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  817,  821. 
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Chbibiiah  Wihtk  to  Prks.  Rkbd,  1780. 

Lanoastcr,  April  15th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  that  I  am  Deoesntatod  to  take  your  attentioDi  with 
Mpeet  to  the  purohasDg  of  sapplies  according  to  the  dircotiona  of 
Coinali  at  ao  early  a  period. 

Saee  my  appointment  as  Commissioner  of  ParohaseS|  and  retom 
6oB  the  City,  I  have  been  through  the  di£Feront  parts  of  the 
OosBtyi  appointing  Assistants^  but,  very  reluctantly,  am  obliged  to 
kkm  Toa  that  they  have  since  made  report|  their  not  being  able 
to  parcnase  a  single  Articlei  on  the  credit  of  the  money  to  bo 
eaitted,  of  this,  I  have  also  had  experience ;  those  supplies  which 
I  have  procured  (&  but  trifeling)  have  been  on  my  own  Credit. 

Tbe  Demands  of  Forage  made  by  Col.  Marsteller,  Commissary 
of  Foraoey  are  very  pressing  and  Extensive,  even  too  large  to  bo 
edleeted  at  this  Time  of  the  Season. 

There  are  distributed  in  this  County  between  Four  and  Five 
kondred  Continental  Horses,  exclusive  of  Teams,  &c.,  which  are  all 
ttidi  returns  of  to  me.  These  inevitably  will  consume  large  Qnan- 
ti&i  of  Food,  and  in  the  present  situation  I  am  unable  to  provide 
ndident  to  supply  them.  The  old  Department  have  not  a  handful 
<tf  aoj  kind  of  Forage  in  Store,  notwithstanding  considerable  quan- 
titio^  outstanding  and  uncollected,  still  the  demands  by  the  Com- 
■uaary  of  Forage  are  made  so  very  pressing  upon  me.  I  farther 
udentand  that  two  thirds  of  the  Horses  are  fit  for  service.  For  a 
BOO  psrtienlar  account  of  the  circumstances  we  are  in,  I  refer  your 
Sxoollenoy  to  my  son  and  assistant  in  the  Department,  who  is  the 
knor  of  this  Letter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Exoellenoys  most 

obd.  k  Humble  Serv*, 

CHRISTIAN  WIETZ, 
Comm'  of  Pur*  for  Lancuter  Co^. 

-ftwceed, 

^n  pablio  Servioe.)    To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reedi  Esqr., 
^Mident  of  the  Supreme  BxoeutiTe  Oouneili  Philadelphia. 
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Col.  Habh ab  to  Prbs.  Sebd,  1780. 

Campi  near  Morris  Towii|  April  16th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Ab  the  Inspecting  and  Mastering  Departments  are  now  incorpc 
rated,  I  do  myself  the  Honor  of  transmitting  yonr  Exoellency  ai 
abstract  of  the  Muster  of  the  Pennsylvania  Division  for  last  montl 

The  Troops  are  in  great  Want  of  Hats,  Shirts,  and  Blanketl 
otherwise  they  are  as  well  (if  not  better)  clothed  than  any  other  i 
the  Army. 

I  shall  continue  to  render  yonr  Excellency,  at  fntore  Muster, 
state  of  the  Division,  and  am, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  Excellendes  most 

h'ble  ft  obed'  serv*, 

JOS.  HARMAR, 
|L»  Ool.  Com*  6^  P.  R. 

Dirededf 

To  his  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  (he  SUte  of  FbH 
•ylvania. 

Honored  y^  General  St.  Olair. 


Col.  Jacob  Stroud  to  Prxs.  Reed,  1780. 

■ 

Lower-smithfield  April  ye  17, 1780. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Inoonragements  we  have  received  from  yonr  Honour  by  Hi 
Gourtright  has  Proved  a  great  Satis&ction  to  onr  Bleeding  Gnntr 
and  their  Distress  which  we  hope  that  by  our  Receiving  assistanc 
and  making  a  stand  may  be  a  Remedy  of  some  Relief  to  our  Ki 
tressed  frontiers  and  put  Some  Stop  to  Incursions  of  the  Indiai 
being  so  great  that  we  are  putting  our  Selves  in  the  best  Sitnatia 
Lying  in  our  Power  of  Defeno  and  Keeping  out  Small  Scouts  in  o 
der  to  Discover  them  afor  they  fall  on  the  Inhabitants  and  ai^  i 
hopes  that  the  body  of  the  Enemy  is  not  so  many  at  this  time  •■  ^ 
doe  Expect  will  be  when  Ever  the  weather  gets  more  warmer. 

I  would  be  very  fond  of  Embracing  an  opportunity  of  InfbiB 
ing  you  of  better  times  with  us  than  what  I  am  able  at  this  pxei 
ent  time  but  must  acquaint  of  the  incursions  of  the  Indians  oini 
we  wrote  to  y  Honours  that  they  have  taking  Samuel  Gonsallii 
and  John   Dayley  Prisoners  uppon  which  we  Immediately  Sei 
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ool  tvo  Sooats  which  followed  them  Some  Distanoe  Md  ODe  of  the 
Noats  Beturned  without  ffacceas  the  other  Scouts  has  not,  which  we 
inpe  will  have  suooeas  which  happened  a  few  miles  up  Delaway  from 
Bj  house  which  there  being  taking  caused  the  Inhabitants  to  Evacato 
tbir  Places  and  Several  to  move  below  the  mountains  Towards  Easton 
Bethelem  and  Nasareth. 

I  am  Gentlemen  with  Due  Respect^ 

Y'  most  H*»«  Ser*, 

JACOB  STROUD. 

To  His  Ezcelencj  Joseph  Reed  President  of  the  Supreme  Exec- 
udfe  Counsel. 


Col.  Samuel  Hunter  to  Pees.  Reed,  1780. 

Sunbury  17**  April  1780. 
Sir, 

I  b?e  Received  your  favour  of  the  seventh  Instant*,  with  the 
OoBBinoners  and  other  Papers  by  Mr.  Grant,  and  previous  to  the 
BKfMtions  from  Council  a  number  of  the  Principle  inhabitants  had 
M)  and  concluded  uppon  Raising  partys  of  Volunteers  to  go  In 
Qnot  of  Indians  offering  them  a  reward  of  twelve  Hundred  Dollars 
^  a  Male  Prisoner  Either  White  or  Indian  acting  together,  and 
ooe  Thousand  Dollars  for  every  Indian  Scalp  several  partys  were 
fonning  to  go  out  and  is  at  this  time  agreeable  to  your  instructions, 
veaiBoring  them  of  Rations  and  amunition  the  time  they  are  out, 
Mill  the  inhabitants  above  this  was  on  the  Eve  of  breaking  up, 
I  gWe  Orders  to  embody  themselves  for  a  little  time  especially  such 
M  vould  enrole  their  names  to  turn  out  upon  duty  and  I  would 
eDnge  them  pay  and  Rations. 

m  true  the  Militia  is  Very  Ezponcive  and  not  equally  to  what 
iliOQld  be  Expected  from  their  numbers  in  givins  checks  to  the  in- 
^on  of  the  cruel  Subtile  Enemy  we  have  to  deal  with,  for  had 
^  ill  his  Excellency  General  Washingtons  army  stationed  on  the 
^tiers  of  this  state  they  would  not  be  sufficient  to  Guard  against 
I^SaTages  making  inrodes  on  our  Country,  as  long  as  the  English 
^Hi  Possesion  of  Niagara, — we  have  at  this  time  all  the  Militia  we 
^Muster  uppon  Duty,  and  constantly  partys  out.  Yet  all  this  will  not 
oeter  those  Barbarians  from  Committing  Murders,  the  8^  instant 
^Wt  nine  o'clock  at  night  there  was  three  Indians  came  in  to  a  poor 
<^iddow  womans  House  (her  Husband  being  killed  last  summer  by 
^m)  and  took  her  prisoner,  after  killing  and  scalping  her  two  chil- 
^  that  was  asleep  in  bed,  but  fortunately  the  Woman  made  her 

♦  See  page  166. 

ToL.  vni.~9 
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Escape  from  tbem  before  day  ligbt  and  got  safe  in,  tbis  last  affair  hti 
Occasioned  tbe  Soatered  inhabitants  to  collect  in  partjs  and  keepoat 
centrjs  as  its  a  Singular  instance  of  Indians  coming  in  tbe  clovdi 
of  tbe  night, — last  Saturday  a  party  of  twenty  Indians  struck  at  Peta 
Swarts's  Plantation  about  twelve  miles  from  here  on  tbe  Wed 
Branch  they  killed  one  man  and  Wounded  three  which  are  now  in 
tbis  Town  under  Doctor  Alisons  care,  at  that  Very  time  there  wai 
three  difercnt  partysof  the  Inhabitants  out  on  Scouts  and  some  ol 
the  Militia  Stationed  about  two  miles  above  where  the  Indians  struid 
a  party  formed  as  Quick  as  Possible  and  persued  the  Enemy,  thnc 
or  four  that  was  on  Horseback  Hiding  smartly  up  came  in  sigkl 
of  the  Enemy  which  Occasioned  them  to  drop  their  packs  and  inni 
up  the  mountain  our  party  pursued  them  all  day  but  could  not  cobm 
up  with  them. 

I  was  on  the  Frontiers  last  Indian  War  when  several  partys  turned 
out  time  after  time  in  persuite  of  the  Savages,  Yet  all  to  a  very  little 
purpose  nor  any  thing  done  last  war  never  put  a  stop  to  them  make- 
ing  Excursions  until  such  times  as  Regular  Expeditions  Marched 
into  their  Country,  and  even  after  the  French  had  Concluded  a  peaee 
it  took  a  prity  strong  Army  under  the  Command  of  Generals  Brad- 
street  &  Boquet  to  subdue  the  Savages. — As  the  Grerman  Regiment 
is  but  few  in  number,  and  not  Considered  by  the  Inhabitants  to  gM 
the  imediate  Protection  Expected  from  them  in  the  manner  tbey  an 
Stationed,  as  no  one  place  can  turn  out  any  party  to  Reoonoiter  bong 
in  four  Diferent  Places  on  this  side  Muncy  Hill,  and  if  we  do  not  gat 
more  men  up  so  as  to  Rebuild  Fort  Muncy  and  put  a  prity  stroag 
Oarrison  there  so  as  a  party  can  turn  out  uppon  any  sudent  alam 
tbats  given,  otherwise  I  am  afraid  our  County  will  not  be  able  to 
stand  it  long — its  not  in  my  Power  to  make  the  Proper  arangemeHl 
of  the  Militia  as  the  Law  Requires,  in  the  confused  state  the  Gomi^ 
is  in  at  present,  but  will  have  it  done  as  soon  as  Possible  in  the  meai 
time  I  have  assured  tbose  on  Duty  Pay  Equal  to  what  the  best  Law 
allows. 

This  is  accompanyed  with  a  petition  from  a  number  of  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  County,  Scting  forth  the  Real  facts  as  tbey  are  stated 
oeming  our  Present  Situation. 

I  am  Sir  Your  Excellys  most  Obed^ 

and  Very  Hum***  Serv*. 

SAM».  HUNTER,  L.  N.  C. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  of  Council. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1780.  191 


Piles.  Bbbd  to  Delegates  ot  the  State  in  Conqress, 

1780. 

The  Hnble.  Delegates  of  the  State  of  Pcnnsjlvania  in  Congress. 

Philada.,  April  17,  1780. 
OentlemeD, 

His  Ezoellency  the  President  directs  me  to  transmit  to  yon  a 
oopjof  the  deposition*  of  Mr.  John  Ormsby,  concerning  the  intru- 
noDBoftbe  Virginians  on  the  lands  of  Pennsylvania,  &o.|  for  your 
priTate  information,  and  the  same  is  enclosed  herewith  accordingly. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedt.  Servt., 

T.  M.,  Secy. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Gov.  Caswell,  1780. 

Council  Chamber,  April  18. 1780. 
Sir. 

I  haye  the  Honour  of  acknowledging  your  Favour  of  the  24th 
Harob  respecting  Jacob  James,  lately  captured  &  now  a  Prisoner  in 
mr  State,  fie  was  a  distinguished  Partizan  here  in  the  Winter 
1777,  &  particularly  active  in  kidnapping  the  Persons  in  the  Vici- 
oitj  of  the  City  who  were  remarkable  for  their  Attachment  to  the 
Cause  of  their  Country.  He  was  also  extremely  troublesome  to  the 
CooBtiy  by  stealing  &  employing  his  Associates  in  stealing  Horses 
fotbe  British  Army.  I  cannot  Team  whether  he  ever  took  the  Oath 
^Allegiance  to  the  State,  but  as  he  owed  Allegiance  to  it  he  is  as 
piltj  by  our  Law  as  if  he  had  taken  such  Oath.  I  am  therefore  to 
K<pe8t  your  Excell^  that  he  may  not  be  exchanged  as  a  common 
I^ner  of  War,  but  retained  in  close  Custody  untill  a  favourable 
pppr  sball  present  to  bring  him  into  this  State  for  Tryal,  where  it 
is  to  be  presumed  he  will  suffer  the  Punishment  his  many  Villainies 
A  offences  so  justly  deserve. 

1  am  now  in  Behalf  of  the  State  to  thank  your  Ezcell'  for  thb 
Hark  of  Attention,  k  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  am 
with  great  Consideration  &  Respect| 

Your  most  Obed.  & 

very  Hbble.  Ser., 

J.  R. 

^vrededy 

To  his  Excell'y  Richard  Caswell,   Esq.,  Governor  of   North 
Carolina. 

*  Not  found. 
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Pres.  Rbed  to  Chbistian  Wirtz,  1780, 

Council  Chamber^  April  18^  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  15*^'*'  Inst^  has  been  duly  received  &  commniii 
cated  to  the  Council.  We  are  sorrj  to  learn  that  the  DispositioB  ol 
the  People  of  jour  County  is  so  unfavourable  to  the  Supply,  ol 
the  Army,  which  your  Commission  has  solely  in  View.  We  cannol 
help  ascribing  it  to  DisaiTection,  as  no  reasonable  Man  can  doilJI 
a  Security  so  safe  &  beneficial  as  the  Money  which  is  to  be  emitted: 
The  Lands  to  be  sold  for  its  Redemption  exceed  in  Value  the  Son 
emitted  at  least  Tea  fold,  &  the  Interest  will  make  it  preferable. Ic 
Gold  or  Silver.  The  members  of  Assembly  had  more  just  &  propel 
Notions  of  it  when  they  directed  an  Agent  in  each  County,  thai 
every  County  might  have  its  Share  of  the  Sum  emitted. 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  from  present  Appearances  in  thii 
Quarter  &  New  Jersey  the  Disappointment  will  not  be  materiel 
The  Quantity  of  Flour  from  Laocaster  County  was  small  in  Compe 
rison  of  what  the  Country  can  afford,  but  as  wo  are  not  under  I 
Necessity  of  using  any  compulsory  Means  or  gratifying  unreasontU 
Demands,  our  Direction  is  that  you  forbear  making  any  farti^ 
Applications,  as  we  have  no  Doubt  we  shall  be  able  from  this  Oi^ 
&  its  Neighbourhood  to  make  up  the  Quantity  deficient.  If  yoa  oil 
purchase  Hay  &  Forage  at  the  limited  Prices  for  the  present  Uae  0 
the  Posts  it  will  be  proper,  but  we  cannot  think  of  passing  away  tU 
Money  on  other  Terms. 

We  are  somewhat  apprehensive  that  the  Appointment  of  a  Nov 
ber  of  Assistants  may  have  given  the  People  an  Idea  of  great  Pgr 
chases  which  leads  to  Extortion  &  Carelessness  on  the  Part  of  the  8el 
ler,  supposing  that  he  may  make  his  Market  of  the  publck  Nece8Bil| 
— We  would  advise  you  to  make  few  Appointments,  &  by  no  Mem 
discover  an  Anitiety  of  which  bad  Men  will  make  their  Advantage 
If  the  old  Department  has  Hay  &  Forage  outstanding  &  unoolleolei 
yon  must  insist  upon  their  collecting  it,  &  not  seek  to  embaraas  tb 
new  Appointments,  as  1  am  sorry  to  say  there  is  some  Reason  Ij 
suspect. — If  they  act  otherwbe  you  will  inform  us  that  suital^ 
Measures  may  be  taken. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser., 

J.  EEED,  President 
Indorsed, 

To  C.  Wirtz,  oomm'  of  purchases  at  Lancaster. 

*  Seepage  187. 
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Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Osnl.    Washington,  1780. 

Goonoil  Chamber^  Philada.,  April  18,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  bare  the  Honour  of  three  of  yoar  Ezcell'*  Favours  respecting 
ibe  Sapplies  famished  by  this  8tate  agreeable  to  the  ResoWe  of 
Googress  of  the  25'^  Feb^.  The  Number  &  Distanoe  at  which  those 
Higuines  are  to  be  formed  will  I  fear  be  found  very  diffcult  if  not 
inpnctieable,  as  the  Transportation  (for  which  no  Provision  is  made 
bj  tbe  Resolves  of  Congress)  will  in  many  Cases  prove  more  ezpen- 
flve  ft  difficult  than  the  Cost  &  Difficulty  of  procuring  the  Articles 
tbemflelves.  We  submit  to  your  ExeellenC"  Consideration  whether 
tbis  Circumstance  is  not  deserving  of  Attention.  It  is  a  Burthen 
fbieh  ought  not  to  be  partially  laid  k  if  not  rectified  will  fall  ez- 
tmnely  heavy  on  this  State  which  has  its  Deposits  at  such  a  Distanoe 
t  most  depend  on  the  inner  Counties  to  have  them  filled.  After 
tieviog  the  Matter  in  eveir  possible  Light  ft  with  the  most  anxious 
Senres  to  exert  ourselves  ft  raise  as  few  Difficulties  as  possible,  we 
m  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  we  sec  no  Prospect  of  effectinff  the 
Ktnmortation  at  such  Distance  by  the  Exertions  of  the  State 

The  inclosed  Representation  has  been  transmitted  to  us  from  the 
Amy,  as  we  find  upon  Inquiry  it  had  not  been  communieated  to 
jovr  Sxoell^  we  thought  it  incumbent  on  us  to  forward  it  to  yon  as 
KOD  18  possible  ft  that  before  any  Means  had  been  taken  upon  it 
ntberin  the  State  or  Congress.  Its  Contents  are  really  important^ 
&  my  lead  to  Consequences  the  most  interesting,  we  must  therefore 
htrode  so  far  on  your  Time  as  to  request  your  Opinion  ft  Advice 
hth  in  Matter  &  Manner  by  which  we  shall  be  very  much  directed 
h  oor  fiirther  Proceeding  therein.  As  we  conceive  voluntary  Inlist- 
Btnt  now  nearly  over  we  confess  tbe  Incorporation  of  the  Regiments 
^19  be  very  agreeable  to  us  as  it  would  prove  a  great  saving  of 
fAiA  Expence,  a  very  necessary  Consideration  at  all  Times  ft  at 
Ah  m  particular^  but  we  do  not  seek  local  Qratifications  if  incom- 
fitible  with  the  general  Good  of  the  Service. 

It  has  been  very  much  the  Wish  of  tbe  Legislature  of  tbis  State 
tbat  8  or  4  loose  Artill'  Companies  belonging  to  the  State  but  doing 
^y  with  Col.  Lamb's  Regiment  should  be  incorporated  with  Col. 
I^ioctor's  Regiment.  Oen.  Knox,  when  I  was  at  Camp,  approved  of 
U  bi^lv  on  Condition  some  Vacancies  in  Proctors  Ilcgiment  could 
^  I^Teviouslv  filled  up— to  tbis  the  Officers  in  those  Companies  oon- 
^ted  but  by  some  Means  the  Incorporation  is  not  effected.  It 
J'^M  be  trespassing  on  your  Excel!'*  Time  to  send  you  the  Resolves 
^  there  have  been  two  express  Recommendations  on  this  Subject 
&om  tb«  Home  of  Assembly  to  their  Delegates  in  Congress.    The 
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latter  referred  it  to  the  Board  of  War  &  they  informed  m  tfa< 
waited  jour  Excell^*  OpiDion  upon  it^  this  is  now  some  months  p« 

I  am  with  very  great  Respect  &  Regard 

your  EzcelU*  most  obed.  &  very 

Hbble  Serr. 

Directed, 

Hifl  ExoelFy  Qen.  Washington^  Head  Quarters. 


F&BS.  Bbsd,  to  Cha's  Hall,  1780. 

April  18, 1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  20th  Ult.  has  been  received  &  laid  before  il 
Council.  We  request  you  would  form  a  State  of  your  Accounts 
transmit  the  same,  observing  at  the  same  Time  that  the  Couni 
consider  that  all  Lands  which  have  not  been  paid  for  agreeaUe 
the  Conditions  of  Sale  are  deemed  the  Property  of  the  ComBU) 
wealth.  It  being  their  Determined  Resolution  to  make  no  TK 
upon  such  Sale  unless  in  case  of  punctual  Payment  or  the  Dcpred 
tion  made  up.  The  Agents  by  receiving  the  Money  afterwards  vc 
guilty  of  a  great  Mistake  &  assumed  a  Power  of  controlling  t 
Directions  of  the  Board  which  they  ought  not  to  have  done.  T 
have  this  Day  refused  to  receive  a  Sum  of  Money  from  the  Age 
of  Northampton  County  or  to  execute  the  Deeds  &  think  ourwui 
bound  to  do  the  same  with  others.  As  to  Dr.  Harrb's  Claim 
appears  a  very  frivolous  one  &  is  probably  by  this  Time  barr'd  1 
the  Act  which  directs  its  being  offered  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supra 
Court  within  6  months  after  the  Estate  of  the  Traytor  is  advertis 
for  Sale.  However  as  the  Judges  will  soon  sit  in  Lancaster  Cooi 
yon  will  do  well  to  consult  them  upon  it,  &  if  Harris  does  not  n 
port  it  take  no  farther  Notice  of  it 

Your  destroying  the  Receipts  &  not  making  Entries  of  the  ORa 
of  Payment  were  both  unfortunate  &  irregular,  we  would  have  y 
endeavour  to  ascertain  the  Times  of  Payment  as  we  shall  only  ha 
the  Trouble  of  refusing  the  Deeds  if  the  Matter  is  not  put  on  sadi 
Footing  as  that  Justice  may  be  done  the  State. — Mr.  Crawfox 
Deed  certainly  will  not  be  executed  &  we  are  the  more  surpris 
you  should  receive  from  him  in  January  as  in  December  we  expren 
and  publickly  forbid  the  Agents  to  receive  any  more  Money  up 
the  broken  Conditions.  This,  therefore,  must  be  settled  betwei 
yoorselveSi  as  we  cannot  ratify  a  Purchase  when  the  Coaditions  we 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1780.  196 

not  only  broken  in  the  first  Instance^  but  our  further  Direotions 
disregarded. 

Mr.  Himer  promised  to  give  this  Board  satisfactory  Information 
m'th  respect  to  the  Indian  lAnds  which  he  has  not  done  tho  he  has 
been  since  in  Town,  it  is  therefore  the  Sense  of  the  Council  that 
the  J  flhonld  be  in  the  Possession  of  the  State  nntill  he  complys  with 
his  Promise  or  gets  his  Right  ascertained  in  dne  Course  of  Law. 
Yoa  ftre  therefore  directed  to  take  suitable  Measures  for  this  Pur- 
pose and  as  the  Laws  with  Respect  to  dealing  in  Gold  &  Silver  are 
not  DOW  in  Foroe  you  may  assess  for  a  Rent  in  Specie  with  the 
Kreral  Tenants,  &  if  they  refuse  to  conform  send  down  the  earliest 
Notice,  u  a  late  Act  of  Assembly  fully  authorises  Council  to  take 
Poaesiion  of  Lands  thus  circumstanced.  Judge  Atlce,  to  whom 
yoa  can  communicate  this  Part  of  the  Letter  wUl  give  you  his  Ad« 
Tiee  k  Direction. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very  Hbbl  Serr.  ] 

Dmud, 
To  Charles  Hall,  Esq.,  Agent  for  confiscated  Estates,  Lancaster. 


Bbsolution  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  April  18, 1780. 

Beeolved, 

That  a  copy  of  Col*  Broadhead's  letter  of  the  27^^  Feb'y  and  the 
Pfw  referred  to  in  it  be  sent  to  the  governor  and  Council  of  Vir- 
pnia  and  to  the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pensylvania. 

Sesolved,  That  Col*  Broadhead  shall  be  supported  by  Congress  in 
tty  acts  or  orders  which  the  nature  of  the  service,  and  the  discharg- 
^of  his  daty  as  commanding  officer  at  fort  Pitt  hath  made  or  shali 
Ji^  neoeasary. 

Extract  from  tho  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'y. 
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Tho8.  Jefferson  Grov.  of  Va,  to  Pees.  Bbed,  1780L 

Iq  CoancH,  April  18^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  reoeive  joor  Ezcellene/s  fiitor  < 
March  27^*^  and  am  to  retom  yon  our  sinoere  thanks  for  your  ioti 
position  in  favor  of  the  operations  oarryiog  on  bj  General  GUlv 
operations  which  I  hope  will  result  equally  to  the  benefit  of  jm 
as  of  our  State,  and  which  if  suoceseful  will  cive  us  future  qmtl 
our  western  quarter.  I  bes  you  to  be  assurea  that  Colo.  Broadlni 
has  been  altogether  misinformed  as  to  any  restriction  having  to 
laid  on  a  M'  Wilson  or  any  other  person  in  purchasing  withia  tfj 
State  cattle  for  the  use  of  Fort  pitt,  or  that  if  such  a  restriodi 
actually  took  place,  it  was  a  private  act  in  those  who  presumed 
impose  it,  unauthorized  by  government  &  which  would  have  bei 
censured  and  rectified  had  it  been  made  known.  We  are  so  sensible  * 
the  evib  which  would  result  from  such  a  line  of  conduot,  and  i 
sincerely  disposed  to  render  the  union  of  the  States  more  peril 
that  we  shall  on  all  occasions  endeavor  to  render  to  our  neighbo 
every  friendly  office  which  circumstances  shall  bring  within  tl 
oompass  of  our  powers. 

I  am  further  to  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  kind  dispodtioi 
you  entertain  &  the  aids  you  were  pleased  to  render  to  the  ezped 
tion  under  the  Marquis  of  Fayette  which  was  intended  for  the  ii 
mediate  relief  of  this  State  in  particular,  as  well  as  for  tho 
furnished  to  Oencral  Greene  for  the  southern  service  in  genen 
Such  is  the  present  aspect  of  the  war,  that  it  does  not  seem  veo 
probable  its  circumstances  should  be  so  reversed  as  to  place  us  in 
situation  of  returning  the  favor  in  kind  however  we  trust  thai  whi 
the  contest  was  northwards  our  contributions  of  men,  arms  &  oCb 
necessaries  were  such  as  to  prove  we  should  not  be  wanting  to  oi 
friends  under  a  change  of  circumstances  with  respect  to  your  Sti 
particularly  we  shall  take  very  great  pleasure  in  cultivating  ewm 
dbposition  to  harmony  &  mutual  aid ;  that  policy  would  be  vw 
unsound  which  should  build  our  interest  or  happiness  on  any  tUfj 
inconsistent  with  yours. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  very  great  respect 

your  Excellency's 

mo  ob  Serv't 

TH-.  JEFFEBSON- 

*  Not  found. 
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Obaxlxb  Fbttit  xo  Pbks.  Rexd,  1780. 

PWIid*,  20  April,  1780. 

Sr, 

I  htT8  the  boDor  to  iookMe  to  you  herein  the  Draught  of  the 
F^dent  of  GongreaB  on  the  President  &  Connoil  of  this  St«te|  on 
1  hieh  I  request  joar  Ezcellenoys  order  for  payment 

Hub  order  beins  for  Two  hundred  ninety  eight  thonsand  t&x 
\xbkM  &  four  Dollars  {g*^  is  granted  prinoipally  for  the  immedi- 
III  purpose  of  equipping  &  forwarding  the  Division  of  Troops  now 
m  Mr  oMroh  to  the  southward,  the  preparations  for  which  are 
ibndj  behind  the  occasion.  A  considerable  part  of  the  sum  will 
W  ippn^ated  to  collecting  of  the  publick  Horses  dispersed  in 
Wfioas  parts  of  the  State,  whose  keeping  for  some  months  past  must 
k  piid  for  before  we  can  draw  the  Horses  from  the  Farmen  who 
mthem  in  possesnon.  Other  purposes  equally  urgent  call  for  the 
B«JQe. 

1  haye  the  honor  to  be  sir, 

your  most  obedient  serv't 

CHAS  PETTIT, 

A.  Q.  M.  Gen> « 

J)ireeted, 

His  Ezcellencyi  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Penujlyania.  ^ 


Col.  Brodhead  to  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Pittsburgh,  April  20%  1780 

Iim  honoured  with  your  Letter  Dated  in  Council  the  14*^  of 
f^j  Ustyf  and  as  it  expresses  a  want  of  attention  to  my  Duty,  and 
H  doQbtless,  of  Becord  in  the  Books  of  the  supreme  EzecutiTe 
Council  of  the  State,  whereof  (altho'  at  present  a  soldier)  I  glory  in 
kiog  a  Citisen.  I  feel  the  rebuke,  ffentle  and  discreet  as  may  seem 
^  senribly.  It  is  however  a  small  consolation,  that  the  nonor- 
ible  Supreme  Ezecutive  Oouncil  was  not,  perhaps,  at  the  time  of 
^ting  this  Letter  fully  acquainted  with  circumstances  on  this  side 
tbe  monntain,  nor  with  my  Instructions  from  his  Excellency  the 
Oomminder  in  chief.    And  therefore  I  take  the  liberty  here,  of 

*  8«i  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XH.,  p.  826,  828.  f  P^g®  1^  <>'  *his  Vol. 

9* 
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TueDtioning,  that  it  was  by  his  instraotions  that  I  enlisted  as  man 
men  from  the  different  Corps,  whoso  Terms  were  nearly  ezpired|  i 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  serve  during  the  war,  and  those  of  tl 
Hanging  Companies  enlbted  into  my  Regiment,  being  destitate  ( 
Clothing,  I  immediately  ordered  them  to  be  clothed  by  my  Re| 
mental  Clothier,  and  after  having  done  this  I  felt  an  anwillingiie 
to  have  the  Men  marched  to  places  where  oonsidering  the  inclama 
Ssason  of  the  year,  there  was  but  little  prospect  of  their  answerii 
any  salutary  purpose,  or  even  a  probability  of  having  them  subdatai 
And  the  more  so,  as  their  movement  appeared  to  be  calculated  oil. 
to  favor  the  humour  of  a  couple  of  unmilitary  men  at  the  Heads  < 
the  Ranging  Companies,  or  to  prevent  me  firom  engaging  tbai 
during  tho  war  into  one  of  the  Regiments  of  the  StatOi  aUUioiM 
upon  its  frontier. 

As  to  my  refusing  Provisions  I  oonoeive,  my  letter  to  Col*  Loohi 
might  have  convinced  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  that  I  did  m 
refuse  them  to  those  Companies,  but  as  I  had  received  no  Inalni 
tions  oonoeming  them,  and  your  Letter  assured  me  they  were  m 
under  my  Command  untill  some  offensive  operations  should  tel 
place,  it  appeared  to  me  that  I  had  nothing  more  to  do  with  the 
subsistence  than  with  the  other  Companies  raised  at  the  same  tin 
for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontier  &  stationed  below  the  mountain  ai 
therefore  I  thought  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  give  any  orders  respec 
ing  them,  but  left  the  matter  between  Col<*  Locbry  &  the  Depal 
Commissary  of  issues. 

I  have  a  great  personal  regard  for  Col**  Lochry  and  by  his  la 
Letters  I  am  convinced  that  the  harmony  subsisting  between  na 
uninterrupted,  but  I  conceive  that  on  account  of  his  connection  wit 
Capt"*  Erwin  &  Campbell  he  has  been  led  to  do  things  contrary 
his  own  Judgment. 

Tho  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  in  general  I  flatter  myself,  m 
ready  at  any  time  to  acknowledge  my  particular  attention  &  prote 
tion.  And  I  appeal  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Supreme  Ezecuti^ 
Council  whether,  considering  the  inclemency  of  the  Season  the  aoai 
tiness  of  our  Provisions,  and  the  necessity  of  preventing  every  u; 
necessary  expence  to  the  public,  the  Ranging  Companies  ought  » 
to  have  been  discharged  agreeable  to  my  recommendation  to  Oc 
Lochry,  and  whether  Captains  Erwin  &  Campbell  ought  not  to  hai 
been  tried  by  a  Oen^  Court  martial  of  the  lino  for  their  insoleooe 
disobedience  of  orders. 

In  your  letter  of  the  30^*>  of  October,'*'  received  the  30^  Novembf 
you  say  the  '<  ranging  Companies  were  raised  by  Congress  at  t] 
express  desire  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  for  the  Defenoe  of  ti 
frontiers,  the  whole  to  be  executed  by  the  Supreme  £xecati.i 
Council.  In  these  Circumstances  and  not  being  personally  s 
quainted  with  those  Stations  where  they  might  be  most  usefully  js 

♦  Sec  Vol.  vn.  p.  771. 
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fA  dwni  under  the  Direction  of  the  Lient**  of  Oountiee  where  it  was 
mppoeed  thej  woold  be  neoeasarj."  For  these  reasons  as  I  said 
\dm  and  not  having  reoeived  any  instructions  concerning  them  I 
took  it  for  granted  that  the  Lient**  of  Counties  had  full  and  ampla 
iulnictions  &  authority  to  draw  provisions  for  the  Troops  they  had 
ibetxeliiBive  command  of  I  dia  not  understand  from  the  words  of 
jov  letter  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  recite,  that  the  Ilon'ble 
DBpreme  Executive  Council  were  authorized  either  to  discharge  or 
nmlbt  the  ranging  Companies. 

Ideohure  upon  my  Honor  that  I  do  entertain  sentiments  of  the 
U^t  respect  towards  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  and  I  sin- 
mj  wish  to  recommend  myself  to  the  notice  ft  regard  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pens*  in  general.  I  could  therefore  wish  that  when 
otber  Troops  are  to  be  sent  to  this  district  under  its  particular 
OMBQand  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Council  would  be  pleased  to  com- 
BVBieite  to  me  or  any  succeeding  commandg  officer  the  Terms  upon 
vltidi  they  are  raised  &  from  what  magaxines  they  are  to  draw  their 
ptniiionsft  Stores. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  sincere  regard  &  esteem 

Bear  sir  your  most  obed^  &  Humble  Serv't 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 
Col"  commandg  W.  D. 

iHreeUd, 

Hia  EzcelU  Joseph  Keed  Esq'. 


Pres.  07  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  April  20, 1780. 
Sr, 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15**'  Instant  herewith  enoloeed  yoa 
^U  be  informed  that  any  State  shall  have  Credit  in  their  Account 
vith  the  United  States  for  such  Clothing  aa  they  may  furnish  to  the 
(Mloen  of  the  Hospital  and  medical  St^  agreeable  to  the  act. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 

your  Excclly's  hbble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Qii  Excell'y  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Joseph  Shippen,  Jr.  to  Pres.  Beed^  1780. 

Sir, 

I  ibis  moment  received  by  the  Post  year  Letter,  withoat  Dtl 
inolosing  a  Copy  of  an  Order  of  Council  of  the  25^^  of  last  biob 
directing  me  to  deliver  to  yon,  on  or  before  this  day,  the  Eeooi 
Books  and  Papers  belonging  to  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  ll 
Oovemn&ent  of  Pennsylvania.  I  should  have  obeyed  the  Direetio 
of  that  Order  before  this  time,  if  I  had  received  the  Copy  you  r^ 
to  in  your  Letter ;  but  it  has  never  yet  come  to  hand.  I  can  thei 
fore  only  now  inform  you,  in  Obedience  to  the  Bcquisition  of  t 
Council,  that,  some  time  in  the  month  of  August  17 7 G,  just  befi 
I  removed  into  this  County,  I  delivered  up  all  the  Records  Boo 
2nd  papers  belonging  to  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  late  Gorai 
ment  to  The  Hon^^*  John  Penn  Esquire;  in  whose  Custody  I  ho 
no  doubt  they  still  remain,  and  I  request  you  will  oommunioato  tl 
to  the  Council  as  the  Reason  why  it  is  not  in  my  Power  folly 
comply  with  their  Order  abovementioned. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  SHIPPEN  Jr.< 

Kennet  Square,  Chester  County,  20th  April  1780  3  o'clock  P.  1 

Directed^  * 

Timothy  Matlack  Esquire,  Secretary  of  The  Council  of  Penni] 
Vania. 


GUSTAVUS  RiSBERO  TO   COUNCIL,  1780. 

Philad*,  April  21,  1780;^ 
Gentlemen, 

By  a  letter  received  this  day  from   the   Issuing  Commissary 
Lancaster  I  am  informed  that  Flour  is  much  wanted  for  the  use 
that  Post,  and  that  application  has  been  made  to  M'  Wirti   U 
County  Commissioner  for  the  Same,  who  returned  for  answer   th 
none  could  be  delivered  without  an  order  from  your  Honourob 
Board. 

Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  the  Council  will  therefo 
be  pleased  to  direct  Mr  Wirts  to  deliver  the  Issuing  Commisso; 
such  articles  he  may  occasionally  want  for  the  accomodation  of  ll 

*  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XTL,  p.  827. 
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frisonen  sUfcioned  there,  and  the  marching  Parties  which  daily 
pi8K8  to  join  the  Main  army. 

I  haTe  the  honor  to  be^ 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obed^  Servant, 

GUSTAVaS  BISBEBO, 
D.  0.  G.  of  Issues  M  Dept 

Dinckd, 

His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Honourable  the  Oouncil, 
for  tke  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Present. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Nicholas  Lutz^  1780. 

Sir, 

lour  acceptance  of  the  Appointment  of  Commissioner  of  Purchases 
IB  Terr  agreeable  to  us  as  well  as  your  Intelligence,  that  you  do  not 
tpfniend  any  Dijfficulty  in  executing  it.  The  Money  is  issued  on 
nch  good  Security,  redeemable  in  10  Years  that  no  Person  can  Doubt 
its  goodness,  &  bearing  an  interest  of  5"^  c^ ;  it  is  certainly  more 
knefidal  to  the  Holder  than  even  Gold  or  Silver.  It  is  probable 
Indian  Com  may  be  set  too  high  in  your  County,  but  as  Oats  may 
^  substituted  in  Lieu  we  have  not  thought  it  best  to  make  any 
Alteration,  You  will  therefore  proceed  with  as  much  Expedition  as 
^^y  be  consistent  with  Prudence  by  no  Means  appointing  a  great 
number  of  Assistants,  or  expressing  too  great  Anxiety  to  purchase,  & 
W  of  all  would  have  you  use  any  compulsive  Measures  or  press 
jonr  Applications  in  any  other  than  the  usual  Mode  of  buying  & 
ieUing. 

We  expect  the  Laws,  from  the  Press  every  day,  one  of  which  will 
^  forirarded  you  immediately,  &  as  soon  as  the  Money  comes  out 
^Ueb  we  expect  will  be,  in  two  or  3  Weeks  at  farthest  you  will  be 
itfniahed  with  what  is  needful. 

I  am  sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble,  Servt, 

J.  R. 
Niehotas  Luts  Esq.,  Oomms.  of  Purchases  Berks  County. 
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Fres.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1780.  . 

Philadelphia,  April  23, 17 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  to  lay  before  your*  Ezoellenoy  and  ConDcil  i 
of  CoDgro88  of  the  18th  Instant,  together  with  Copies  of  i 
Papers  from  Colo.  Brodhead,  No.  1  &  2,  to  which  the  Act  reC 
which  you  will  be  informed  that  a  Suit  is  instituted  against 
Brodhead  in  Virginia  in  Consequence  of  Orders  given  by  1 
Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Pitt. 

You  will  also  observe  the  Resolution  Congress  have  adop 
support  Colo.  Brodhead  in  any  Acts  or  orders  which  the  Nat 
the  Service  and  discharging  his  Duty  as  Commanding  Officer  i 
Pitt  hath  made,  or  shall  make  necessary y  with  which  Sentiii 
doubt  not  the  Legislative  and  Executive  Powers  of  this  Ooi 
wealth  will  fully  concur,^and  so  far  as  appertains  to  them  a 
him  in  every  Act  that  is  necessary  for  a  faith/id  Discharge 
Duty  as  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Pitt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Tour  Excelley's  obed't  h'bble  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Piendtt 
His  Ezcell'y,  President  Beed. 


JoHiT  Van  Campen  to  Pres.  Bbkd,  1780, 

Lower  Smithfield,  April  the  24  th,  W 

HonM  Sir, 

I  hope  my  last  by  Mr.  Mixer  is  Come  to  hand  informing 
the  Incursion  of  the  Indians  at  the  house  of  Manuel  Gunsaley 
herewith  inform  your  honour  of  their  later  attempts.  James  H 
with  his  family  was  Removed  to  the  Jersey,  on  the  20th  Insti 
Sons  went  to  their  ^  home  to  feed  the  Cattle,  Discovered  si 
Indians,  Returned  to  the  Jersey  Immediately  k  acquainted 
Westbrook  and  Captain  Wostbrook  the  sings  they  had  Ditoi 
they  Sent  Immediately  for  some  of  their  best  men  k  Crooi 
River  that  night,  about  sun  rise  the  morning  following  Diso 
the  Indians  Nigh  the  Bamn  and  began  the  attack  ;  the  nan 
the  Enemy  is  supposed  to  be  about  fourteen ;  the  Major  R( 
no  Damage  with  his  party ;  the  Indians  retreated  to  the  wood 
major  was  Reinforced  by  Capt.  Vannatten,  with  three  of  hU 

*  See  page  195. 

t  See  Colon.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  831. 
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no  in  Ltw^  Ponned  the  iDdians  by  the  Blood,  &  about  two  miles 
Ome  DD  with  them.  As  it  is  without  Doubt  three  of  them  wts 
fOQiMlea,  Beoewed  the  attack.  Drove  the  Indians  in  a  few  minuteSi 
tktj  Ban  to  the  edge  of  a  thick  wood  ;  Captain  Vannatten  main- 
lilsed  his  Ground  with  his  few  men,  the  Major  with  his  men  alsoi 
O^itein  Westbrook's  men  left  him  at  the  first  fire  from  the  Enemy 
in  the  woods,  which  was  the  ruin  of  the  whole ;  but  the  ground 
mbtained  for  some  time  &  the  retreat  secured  by  the  Major  & 
Tannatten ;  Kill'd  &  missing  on  the  part  of  the  Major  &  Vannatten 
bptain  Westbrook  missing,  not  yet  found,  Benjamin  Rnnis  kill'd, 
MS  ia  law  to  Gapt.  Vannatten,  Bichard  Bosekrans  kill'd  and  two 
tton  wounded.  Of  the  Enemy  Kill'd,  two  found,  one  an  officer, 
mmng  by  his  Dress,  found  in  his  pocket  a  Begular  Journal  from 
uefbit  of  March  until  the  16th  lost.,  as  appears  by  Lis  Journal 
thre  ii  three  hundred  &  Ninety  marched  from  Niagagari,  divided 
iito  Diffiurent  parties,  the  Officer  was  a  White  man. 

Seepeetive  Sir, 

Fme  now  under  Difficulties  of  mind,  what  the  Event  will  be  God 
onlj  knows,  the  people  are  Determined  to  Evacuate  the  Country,  as 
there  appears  no  prospect  of  Belief  by  the  millitia. 

I  am  Sir,  with  Due  Bespect, 

Your  Most  Hnble  senrt, 

JOHN  VANCAMPEN. 

P.  8.  The  said  McCartee,  where  the  attack  began,  is  about  two 
Biles  Below  Wells'  ferry,  on  the  Banks  of  Delaware. 

Oipt.  Vannatten  lives  in  Delaware  Township,  one  mile  Below 
HeOartee's. 

To  his  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  President  of  the  Executive 
CoioeU,  Philadelphia. 


CiRGULAK  07   CONQBESS,   1780. 

In  Congress,  April  24th,  1780. 

,  It  ii  the  duty  of  Gouffress  to  be  as  full  and  explicit  in  their  requi- 
litioai,  u  the  public  exigencies  are  great  and  pressing,  and  they  are 
^onUent  that  the  Citizens  of  these  States  are  not  more  desirous  to 
k  infonned  of  their  affiiirs  than  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  afibrd 
^  most  vigorous  assistanoe.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  our 
^htnsssments,  they  are  known  to  you,  to  the  means  of  relieving 
them  we  wish  your  attention. 
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The  whole  of  the  monies  dne  on  the  qnotas  of  taxes  to  the  fint  c 
March  last,  are  become  of  immediate  &  indispensible  necesa^ 
Numerons  debts  have  aecumTilated  on  the  publio  departmenta,  an 
jnstiee  requires  they  should  be  forthwith  disobarged.  Large  snm 
are  also  requisite  for  the  parpoees  of  transportation,  and  to  oontiiiv 
the  purchases  of  supplies  for  the  army  until  the  States  are  preptn 
to  furnish  them.  On  these  quotas  draughts  are  now  making  an 
must  continue  to  be  made  to  the  whole  amount,  nor  can  a  doubt  \ 
admitted  of  their  being  punctually  answered.  If  any  State  shoal 
be  unprepared ;  if  the  collections  are  incomplete,  not  a  moment  ia  i 
be  lost.  Delay  will  be  disappointment,  and  may  involve  oont 
quences  too  interesting,  too  fatal  to  bo  hazarded.  Should  the  pnbl 
operations  through  languor  and  inattention  be  retarded  and  stoppei 
should  those  exertions  which  have  hitherto  rendered  this  contest  ocm 
spicuous  to  the  world,  be  intermitted,  the  fairest  prospecta  and  A 
most  promising  occasion  may  be  irretrievably  lost.  Urge,  therefer 
the  instant  execution  of  every  measure  which  has  been  adopted^aii 
the  speedy  adoption  of  suoh  as  yet  remain  to  be  taken. 

The  specifick  supplies  required  by  the  resolutions  of  the  2St1i  ( 
February  last,  will  forthwith  become  matter  of  equal  urgency  ax 
importance.  These  must  be  relied  on  in  future  as  the  principal,  n^ 
to  say  the  only  resource  from  which  the  army  is  to  be  sopporto 
From  the  obvious  propriety  of  adopting  the  mode  there  described  i 
best  suited  to  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  respective  States ;  i 
making  a  just  apportionment  of  the  burthens  of  the  war ;  and  i 
necessary  for  correcting  abuses  in  the  expenditure  of  publio  moaej 
Congress  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  measure  will  bo  approTi 
and  successful,  and  by  seasonably  and  amply  providing  for  the  am 
enable  them  to  act  and  co-operate  as  circumstances  may  roqiiii 
with  vigour  and  decision  through  the  ensuing  campaign. 

The  resources  of  our  country,  even  after  a  five  years  obstinate  at 
wasting  war,  are  still  abundant,  and  in  articles  the  most  essenUi 
scarcely  impaired.  The  spirit  of  the  people  is  free  to  produce  thai 
all  that  is  wanting  is  an  established  medium  of  negotiation,  to  1 
applied  in  effecting  it.  Such  we  are  firmly  persuaded  will  be  secun 
by  a  proper  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  18th  March  last,  fro 
which,  as  the  object  is  not  confined  to  the  purchase  of  public  suppU 
only,  but  extends  to  the  various  transactions  of  the  community^  U 
most  extensive  benefits  may  be  justly  expected. 

The  cnsis  calls  for  exertion ;  much  is  to  bo  done  in  a  little  turn 
and  every  motive  that  can  stimulato  the  mind  of  man  presenta  itK 
to  view.  No  period  has  occurred  in  this  long  and  glorious  strag 
in  which  indecision  could  be  so  destructive  j  and,  on  the  other  hail 
no  conjuncture  has  been  more  favorable  to  great  and  deciding  efRirt 

We  detain  you  no  longer  than  to  mention  the  necessity  of  eai4 
and  frequent  communications  on  the  subjecta  of  this  address ;  and  i 
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itmiiid  7<m  how  mneh  they  contribute^  oil  all  ocoaaionBi  to  the  sno- 
CMB  of  amDgements  for  the  public  safety. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

SAML.  HUNTINaTON,  President 

Fbr  His  EzoeDeneyy  the  Piresident  in  Coonoil  &  the  Legiabtnre 
rflb  CoBMonwealth  of  Penney l?ania. 


Com.  Gknl.  Wadswobth  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Hartford,  AprU  24<S  1780. 
SwSir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  request  yon  will  favour  me  with  a  Copy  of 
tk  letter  from  a  Committee  of  Congress  to  you  on  the  subject  of 
Shippiog  flour,  in  which  they  inform  Tour  Excellency  that  they 
kveto  "  excess  of  flour  which  is  spoiling  in  their  Magazines" ;  I  am 
Dot  nre  these  are  their  very  words,  but  the  sense  is,  I  believe,  the 
■me.  I  shou'd  not  take  this  liberty,  but  as  you  expressed  a  wil- 
liogOMB  to  oblidge  me,  when  I  conversed  with  you  on  the  subject, 
yoa  will  excuse  me. 

I  am.  very  respectfully, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  St., 

JERE.  WADSWORTH. 

Hb  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pttttlfania. 


Pbb8.  Bbeb  to  Col.  Samuel  Hunter,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Pyiad-,  April  24%  1780.     . 

I  in  now  to  acknowledge  your  Favour  of  the  17*^"'  by  M'  Chambers. 
^^  sncerely  deplore  the  unhappy  State  of  the  County,  &  have  spent 
*  Maiiderable  Time  in  devisine  Means  of  Relief.  In  the  present 
KBdoced  State  of  the  Continental  Army,  we  are  persuaded  we  should 
^J  distress  the  General  by  the  Request  of  Troops,  as  there  is  no 
PMM>ililj  that  it  would  be  granted.  To  send  a  Body  of  Militia 
*l^  generally  agreed  to  be  inadequate,  &  in  some  Respects  distress- 
es to  those  in  whose  Behalf  they  are  sent.  Added  to  this,  you  are 
^^Vninled  in  a  former  Letter  with  the  State  of  our  Treasury,  which 

*  See  page  189. 
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18  not  altered  for  the  better ;  tho'  we  hope  in  a  short  Time  tin 
lection  of  th?  Taxes  will  relieve  ns  from  the  present  DifficuUj] 
yon  may  depend  upon  it  we  shall  keep  onr  Attention  fixed  oii 
Affairs,  &  forward  a  Supply  with  all  Dispatch. 

We  have,  upon  farther  Consideration ,  thought  proper  to  inc 
the  Reward  for  voluntary  &  private  Excursions ;  &  as  we  hop 
Supply  of  Ammunition  has  arrived  before  this  Time,  moat  dc 
upon  your  Prudence  to  deliver  it  out  with  Care  &  Frugality. 

Col.  Weltner's  Orders  are  to  consult  with  you,&  take  your  A 
&  Assistance  in  stationing  his  Troops — you  must  spirit  them  to 
out,  &  not  lay  in  their  Posts,  when  their  £xertions  might  be  ho; 
able  to  themselves  &  useful  to  you. 

As  to  Col.  Antis  procuring  Beef,  that  Article  not  being  ii 
Demand  of  Congress,  the  former  Com  miss*  should  certainly  pn 
as  if  no  other  Apportionments  had  been  made. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Servt., 

J.  REE 


Gen.  Wm.  Irvinb  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780 

Gamp,  near  Morristown,  April  25, 17S 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Act  of  Congress  respecting  the  suspension  of  the  appoint 
of  Officers,  is  not  clearly  understood  in  the  Army — however,  nuM 
of  opinion,  that  the  Intention  cannot  be  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fillh 
Vacancies,  with  the  Officers  already  in  the  Line ;  was  it  undeii 
otherwise  it  would  create  vast  uneasiness;  indeed,  every  officer  exj 
not  only  regular  but  instant  promotion.  I  am  certain  it  will  n 
possible  to  avoid  it — Tho'  I  believe  all  agree  that  entire  new  ap] 
ments  may  be  dispensed  with  in  the  present  state  of  the  Troopi 

L*  Colonel  Williams's  Resignation,  &  Major  Bylis's  death  leav 
*  1/  Col.  &  two  Majoritys  Vacant.  Alexander  &  Tudor  are  the  c 
Captains  in  the  Line;  but  as  there  is  a  dispute  between  theec 
Gentlemen,  I  think  it  would  be  best  that  no  Commission  slionld 
for  either,  nntill  it  is  settled — (which,  I  believe,  wilU  be  dom 
few  days,  by  a  Board  of  Officers)  as  soon  as  it  is  I  shall  moq 
your  Excellency. 

The  Troops  of  every  State  has,  I  believe  been  verv  nrgeat 
each  should  do  the  same  for  them  that  ours  has — but  I  can  noi 
any  other  uneasiness  that  our  supplys  has  occasioned ;  so  far 
it,  we  are  (or  I  should  rather  say)  our  Assembly  &  Conncil  am 
np  as  a  pattern  to  all  the  others.  We  had  four  Battalions  Reii 
to  day,  by  the  French  Minister;   he  expressed  equal  ph 
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mrpriae  at  their  appearance  &  manoDavring  &  firing.  He  is  to  pass 
the  line  of  Encampment  tomorrow  on  his  return  to  Philad*;  every 
body  is  hnsj  &  each  Line  wish  to  excell  Ours  dont  want  Vanity  to 
think  thejr  will  be  foremost. 

I  am^  ly  Sir, 

with  real  esteemi 

Tour  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Sery^ 

W-.  IRVINE, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esquire. 


William  Henrt  to  Prbs.-  Rbed,  1780. 

Lancaster,  April  25th,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Question  yon  are  pleased  to  put  to  me  in  your  Favour  of  the 
IS'^Ins^  is  not  a  little  imbarrassing,  for  in  the  Course  of  my  Answer 
I  shall  not  only  be  obliged  to  accuse  my  Im  ploy  era  but  myself 
iIm.  The  Board  have  been  rather  remiss,  but  they  have  their 
Sicoses.  Their  Pay  will  not  support  their  Horses  while  in  Town, 
much  less  themselves  and  pay  for  their  Services.  I  have  often 
obaeryed,  when  they  come  to  Town,  they  hurry  home  before  the 
Bnsioess  is  done,  which  I  thought  ought  to  have  been  done.  I  have 
often  taken  the  Liberty  to  tell  them  so,  and  received  for  Answerj 
^eir  Pay  would  not  support  them.  I  do  not  say  their  Reasons  were 
good,  but  it  is  a  Certainty,  they  are  such  as  influence  the  Minds  of 
Bort  Men.  I  could  wish  the  Assembly  could  be  convinced,  ^  that 
i^ii  private  Interest  that  executes  Government,''  as  well  with  Regard 
to  the  Board  as  the  Treasurers.  My  Pay  will  scarce  clear  the  expenses 
^vioe  to  Philadelphia.  There  are  a  Number  of  Difficulties  to  be 
oijcoontered  in  this  County  which  none  of  the  others  have  to  strive 
*itb.  There  are  several  of  the  Townships,  which  have  not  more  than 
^0  or  three  Persons  which  have  taken  the  oath  of  Allegiance,  and 
therefore  not  capable  in  Law  to  act  as  Assessors  or  Appraisers.  This 
l^vea  the  Board  much  Trouble  and  takes  much  time,  before  People 
^  be  found,  who  will  act  and  those  are  generally  of  the  lowest 
Character.  Some  Collectors  have  imploy'd  others  at  their  own 
^06  and  will  suffer  by  it.  I  am  indebted  at  this  Time  to  the  State 
■^stteen  Sixty  &  Seventy  Thousand  Pound,  which  I  have  laid  out  in 
pvobase  of  Leather  and  Paying  Work  mens  Wages  at  the  Shoe-Fao- 
^  at  Philadelphia,  Allentown  and  Lancaster.  Pressed  by  the 
H^  of  War  and  the  Clothier  General,  as  I  am  to  make  the  utmost 
^ertions  to  furnish  the  Army  with  Shoes  and  Boots  by  the  opening 
w  the  Campain.  I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  excuse  the  laberty  I  have 
^^1  as  it  was  done  only  with  an  Intent  to  further  the  Service. 
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The  wbole  of  the  Faotorys  must  have  stopM  for  want  of  Pfeiy  til 
Haterialsy  if  I  had  not  supported  them  with  Money.  I  do  not  eve 
draw  Commissions  on  the  Money  fumish'd  the  Faotorys.  I  this  "Dk 
write  to  the  Clothier  General,  who  will  draw  200,000  DoUara  froi 
Congress,  and  replace  what  I  have  used.  There  is  yet  Fonrtee 
Townships  out  of  Thirty  three  to  seUle  for  the  first  Tax  for  1779- 
as  soon  as  they  have  settled,  I  will  go  to  Philadel*  and  settle  wit] 
the  State-Treasurer,  which  I  expect  will  be  about  the  15*^  of  Ma; 
next  or  sooneri  if  I  can  settle  here  with  the  Board  and  Collectors. 

I  am  Sir 

Tour  obed*  &  hum.  Ser. 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 

Directed, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Keed  Esq'. 


Mbmobial  John  Dunlap  k  Jambs  Buddin,  1780. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire  President,  and  the  Honotf 
able  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  John  Dunlap  and  James  Buddin  on  Behalf  < 
themselves  and  of  Jacob  Morgan  jun'.,  Joseph  Carson  and  Job 
Challoner, 

Respectfully  sheweth. 

That  Your  Memorialists  in  September  last  purchased  at  pablJ 
Vendue,  of  the  Agents  for  the  Sale  of  forfeited  Estates  in  CheaCfl 
County  that  Part  of  Tinicum  Island  within  said  County,  which 
part  of  the  Estate  formerly  of  Joseph  Galloway  Esquire, 
and  sold  in  due  Course  of  Law. 

That  your  Memorialists  have  complied  with  the  Terms  of  Sale  b 
every  Respect,  and  obtained  from  His  Excelleucy  the  President  §sm 
the  Honourable  Council  a  Deed  or  Grant  of  Confirmation  for  th 
same  Premises. 

That  nevertheless,  Abraham  Kintzing  the  former  Tenant  under  tti 
said  Joseph  Galloway  refuses  to  yield  to  your  Memorialist,  the  Pei 
session  of  the  said  Premises,  notwithstanding  his  having  been  then 
unto  divers  Times  required,  but  detains  the  same  to  the  great  lojor 
and  Damage  of  your  Memorialists,  the  present  rightful  Owimi 
thereof. 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  respectfully  pray,  His  Excellenej  ibi 
President  and  the  Honorable  Council  may  be  pleased  to  eause  fm 
eendon  of  the  said  Premiees  with  the  Appurtenances  to  be  deli?«Ni 
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uko  them  in  dae  Fonn  of  Law,  which  Tour  Memorialists  shall 
gntefollj  aoknowled^  &**. 

JOHN  DUNLAP. 
JA6.  BUDDIN.* 

Phikdelphia,  April  25%  1780. 


Pbbs.  Rebd  to  Agents  op  Sloop  Active,  1780. 

GeotlemeD, 

Sundry  Petitions  have  been  presented  by  Persons  pretending  or 
perfaips  who  really  have  purchased  Prize  Money  of  the  Sloop  Active 
belonging  to  Deserters  from  the  Contiaental  Army.  It  is  the  clear 
Sense  of  the  Goancil  that  no  such  Purchasers  can  be  admitted  & 
^ej  expect  you  will  not  pay  any  prize  money  belonging  to  such 
Deserters  without  the  Permission  of  the  Board. 

I  am  Gent. 

your  obed.  Hbble  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 

Moned, 
April  26, 1780. 


Capt.  David  Ziegler  to  Pees.  Reed,  1780. 

BoBoorable  General, 

I  received  yours  of  the  22*^  Instant  by  the  hand  of  Captain  Mo 
(^owijQ,  and  find  me  self  under  the  greatest  Obligations  to  the  Uon^** 
CooDiil  for  the  Honour  they  Pay^  me  in  finding  me  Capable  of 
AitiDg  in  my  former  Capacity. 

I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  that  Mr.  Lytic  is  found  unacquainted 
^  the  Post  he  is  in,  and  that  he  Acts  Contrary  to  the  Acts  of 
Ammbly. 

By  his  Estimate  send  to  the  Honble  Counsil  he  only  made  Calcu- 
la^B  for  the  Absent  Officers  &  men  on  furlough,  4^,  &c,  but  it  is 
BQt  Issued.  I  should  be  very  happy  if  Mr.  Lytic  Could  fulfil  the 
Mr*^  I  would  rather  do  my  duty  in  the  regiment,  but  as  it  is  the 
dflnre  of  the  Honble  Counsil  that  I  should  resume  the  Office,  I 
■iumld  be  very  happy  if  agreeable  to  the  Honble  Counsil  that  Mr. 
Lytb  should  Issue  and  other  Cargo,  and  then  if  he  does  not  get 

*  8ee  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  831. 
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Acquainted  with  the  Business  I  cannot  refuse^  as  my  Present  Hei 
wont  Permit  me  of  taking  it  at  this  Time. 

Honourable  General^ 

I  have  the  Honour 

to  bo  your  most  Humble 

&  very  Obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  ZIEGLER, 

Captain  !■»  Penn*  Bgi 
Camp  27^  April,  1780. 

Directedj 

On  Publick  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Peniu 
vania,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Danl.  Bkoddead  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Pittsburgh,  April  27th,  1780- 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the  80th  ultimo  t 
22nd  instant,  and  find  that  the  paragraph  respecting  the  differei 
of  sentiments  between  Col<>  Lochrey  &  me  is  answered  in  my  Let 
of  the  20th  instant. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the  four  Companies  voted  to  be  raised 
the  authority  of  the  State  for  the  Defence  of  the  frontier,  and  ti 
flatter  myself  the  Eastern  parts  of  tbe  State  are  at  present  fin 
from  apprehensions  of  Danger,  so  I  hope  these  Companies  wl 
raised  will  be  ordered  to  this  District,  where  the  Enemy  are  remar! 
bly  hostile.  Between  forty  &  fifty  men,  women,  &  Children  h\ 
been  killed  &  taken  from  what  are  now  called  the  Counties  of  1 
ghagania,  Monongalia,  &  Ohio  since  the  first  of  March,  but  no  • 
mage  has  yet  been  done  in  the  County  of  Westmoreland.  It  is  to 
lamented  that  our  treasury  is  low,  but  as  I  always  avoid  an  antid; 
tion  of  Evil,  so  I  hope  for  better  accounts  from  thence. 

I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  guess  the  cause  of  prepossession  in  1 
Assembly  to  favor  former  appointments.  They  must  conceiTi 
mean  opinion  of  my  Judgment  in  regard  to  Officers  if  they  kli 
my  opinion  of  these,  and  they  must  be  sensible  that  many  ezoelli 
Officers  of  the  State  are  Supernumerary.  I  will  only  take  the  liba 
to  mention  Captn.  Stokely,  Captn.  Hoffnagle,  Captn.  SwearingeDj 
Captn.  Jack,  either  of  which  are  far  superior  to  either  Erwin 
Campbell.    But  were  I  at  liberty  to  recommend  officers  I  shot 
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prefer  snch  wbo  are  altogether  uDoonnected  with  the  leading  people 
of  the  Counties,  and  have  neither  Families  nor  Farms  to  support  or 
ealtirate  at  an  ezpence  they  do  not  choose  to  p&j.  The  late  Captn. 
Morehead  &  others  considered  their  men  as  their  Servants,  &  em- 
ployed them  to  labour  upon  their  farms  instead  of  the  Service  for 
vbich  tbej  were  intended  by  the  public. 

It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  Congress  with  respect 
to  the  half  Whigs  of  this  place,  Ward  &  SmallmaD,  because  I  have 
rec'  another  writ  for  £40,000  Damages  for  taking  the  Demised 
Kiog^fl  Orchard  for  Soldier's  Gardens. 

The  world  is  indeed  very  censorious,  but  I  cannot  conceive  what 
ii  hu  to  do  with  our  private  property.  I  conceive  we  are  armed  for 
the  Terj  purpose  of  securing  to  ourselves  &  posterity  a  right  of  dis- 
posing of  our  own  as  we  think  proper. 

lam  under  great  obligations  for  the  kind  attention  &  regard  you 
have  shewn  my  son,  likewise  for  the  news  papers  &  proclamations, 
aod  shall  seek  occasion  to  render  you  every  agreeable  Service  in  my 
power. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Delaware 
CoQDcil,  &  Extracts  from  the  rev^  Missionaries  Zeisburger  &  Uack- 
^welder's  Letters. 

I  have  requested  a  number  of  the  Militia  from  these  Counties  to 
1)0  drafted,  and  if  I  get  them  you  will  possibly  hear  something  im- 
portant from  the  Shawnese  Towns  in  the  Course  of  six  weeks. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  sincere  respect 

&  esteem  your  Excellencies 

most  obed'  &  H'ble  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
HiB  Excell'y  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'. 


Chas.  Pettit  to   Prks.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  27'>»  April,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  morning  received  the  inclosed  draught  of  Congress  on 
7^  Excellency  and  the  Council  for  two  hundred  thousand  Dollars, 
which  I  take  the  liberty  of  thus  presenting  for  acceptance  &  pay- 
ment This  order  amongst  others,  is  given  to  me  on  the  pressing 
^1  fat  an  immediate  supply  of  money  to  expedite  the  march  of  the 
•l^roopB  ordered  to  the  southward,  who  are  detained  for  want  of  divers 
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articles  without  which  they  cannot  prooeed,  and  which  it  ia  not  ii 
my  power  to  command  without  money.  I  beg  the  early  answer  o 
the  Council  that  I  may  know  how  &r  to  rely  on  this  order  as  \ 
supply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obed* 

humble  servanty 

CHA.  PETTIT, 
A.  Q.  H.  CM. 

Directedf 
To  His  Excellency,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennflylyapii^ 


Pres.  Rbed  to  Wm,  McCalla,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  Answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  25  received  this  morning  acqvfal 
you  that  the  like  Instructions  were  forwarded  to  yon  as  the  otts 
Commissioners  to  which  you  will  carefully  conform  by  no  means  iol# 
mixing  your  former  Accounts  with  these  or  discovering  an  Anvtt§ 
to  purchase  of  which  your  past  Experience  must  convince  JM 
Advantage  will  be  taken.  Nor  would  we  have  you  use  oompnUfi 
Methods  but  in  the  Case  of  the  last  Necessity  as  we  have  the  utoMII 
Reason  to  believe  the  Money  will  be  in  Credit  sufficient  to  ansM 
all  Purposes  if  therefore  any  Difficulty  is  made  with  you  we  can  oal|f 
transfer  the  Orders  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  Counties. 

But  as  the  Assembly  directed  an  Appointment  in  each  County fi 
cvnnot  deviate  from  it  while  there  is  a  Prospect  of  being  supplioa  ii 
the  County  in  a  reasonable  Time  &  at  reasonable  Rates. 

It  is  expected  the  Money  will  be  ready  the  latter  End  of  iiszt 
Week  when  you  will  do  well  to  attend  or  send  down  a  careful  Haal 
You  have  herewith  sent  you  the  Law  which  you  must  regard  as  th 
grand  Rule  of  your  Conduct  in  the  Business. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  REED. 

Jndonedf 

1780,  April  27^.  To  W-  M^^Calla  Com'  of  Purchases  for  B^b 
County. 
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Lt.  Nicholas  Eern  to  Lt.  Sam'l  Rea,  1780. 

Northampton  County,  Tomension  township. 


hense  haste,  we  have  this  mcianet  returned  from  a  scout,  where 
foond  mr.  Benjtman  Gilberts  house*  And  gice  mill  &  saw  mill 
iIIt  consumed  with  phire,  and  likewise  Benjaman  Peirts  house, 
I  lie  people  Carryed  of  prisoners  fifteen  in  Number  by  the  enemy, 
tu  the  were  taken  the  25*^  instant  in  the  morning,  We  were  not 
ptoorer  take  them,  but  we  could  have  Followed  there  tracks  to 
fidiannah  i  the  15th  instant  Benedick  Sneider  &  son  was  also 
Mi  and  carryed  of  by  the  Indians,  which  has  spread  a  general 
M  in  three  townships,  Penn,  tomcnsion,  &  Cheusnut  Hill.  Now 
euvestly  Beg  your  relievf  by  calling  out  the  melittia  on  our 
itffs  as  the  people  on  this  side  of  the  mountain  is  all  Fled  except 
V  (kmilyes,  and  the  begin  to  move  on  your  side  of  the  bleu 
alun.  We  have  had  some  scouting  partyes  But  as  Yallenteers 
aoft  stay  abore  two  or  three  Dayes  from  home  at  once,  it  is  of 
m  to  the  inhabitants  as  security.  We  find  now  the  want  of  not 
die  our  new  officers  elected  k  we  hardly  know  now  who  to  apply 
HI  by  report;  but  our  case  is  deploreable  At  present^  not  knowing 
BOment  that  we  shall  be  either  killed  or  taken  and  all  we  have 
mmtd  with  Phiro,  it  is  now  out  of  my  power  to  embody  five  men 
B  this  township,  but  I  think  if  there  were  proper  Gards  sent  up 
I  the  people  would  com  back,  much  Depends  on  your  activity  in 
Bitter,  I  am  with  Grate  respect  your  very  Humble  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  KERN. 

ifSl  27th,  1780. 

— ■■  ^ 

IBBRi, 

lb  Samuel  Ray,  County  Leivtancnant. 

A  pwtienlar  aooount  of  the  oaptare  and  sufferings  of  Gilbert  and  family, 
pvblished  in  a  pamphlet.  See  a  portion  of  it  in  Reg.  of  Pennsa.,  ToL 
I  ^  814. 


Vol.  VIII.— 10 


•■.  ,• 
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6enl.  Washington  to  Pbes.  Rsed,  1780. 

Head  Qaartera,  Moiria 
TowD,  April  28«»,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  vour  ExcelleDoj's  Letter  of  tti 
18*^  Instant.*  I  am  sorry  to  find  the  Council  are  apprehensive  dM 
difficolties  will  attend  the  collectiDg  of  the  supplies  required  rf  tfi 
State,  by  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  February ;  ki| 
I  cannot  see  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  prevent  them  in  any  d^g^ 
Your  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  perceive  on  recurring  to  jp 
proceedings,  that  all  I  could  do  on  the  occasion,  was  to  appoint  sm| 
places  of  deposit  in  each  State  for  the  articles  they  were  to  fonfl| 
respectively,  as  I  should  judge  convenient,  or  in  other  words  aoooilr 
modated  to  the  Public  service.  This  I  have  endeavoured  to  de'll 
the  best  manner  I  was  able  from  a  full  consideration  of  al)  ciro9% 
stances,  as  well  with  respect  to  Pennsylvania  as  to  every  otiw 
State ;  and  I  am  happy  in  the  persuasion  that  your  Ezcellenov  i|f| 
the  Council  will  believe  it  has  been  the  case.  It  was  owing  I  B!% 
gioe  to  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  case  and  the  very  unhappy  sm 
of  our  Public  finance,  that  this  mode  of  obtaining  supplies  W 
adopted ;  and  it  appears  evidently  to  me,  to  be  the  spirit  and  tk 
expectation  of  the  system,  founded  I  suppose  in  the  same  unhaM 
necessity  which  led  to  the  requinition  fur  specific  supplies,  that  im 
State  should  transport  the  articles  they  are  to  furnish,  to  the  pUi 
appointed  within  them  as  deposits. 

With  respect  to  the  representation  of  the  field  officers  of  the  Fa 
sylvania  line,  which  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  traDflA 
me — it  leads  without  doubt  to  coDscquenccs  of  an  important  snd 
interesting  nature.  The  objects  in  general  to  which  it  goes  an  ol 
such  magnitude  and  delicacy,  that  I  cannot  undertake,  either  to 
decide  or  hardly  to  give  an  opinion  upon  them.  It  is  however  ov- 
tainly  to  be  wished  and  the  general  interest  requires  it,  thattbc 
Kegiments  which  the  Public  think  proper  to  keep  up,  should  be 
more  respectable  than  they  are  in  many  instances  at  present. — HoM 
this  is  to  be  effected  is  with  the  particular  States  to  determine.  K^' 
two  modes  occur  to  me — either  to  do  it  by  voluntary  enlistment  Oi 
by  drafting — most  of  the  States  from  which  I  have  heard,  have  in 
consequence  of  the  late  requisition  of  Congress  adopted  the  foroitr] 
and  it  is  said  the  business  is  attended  with  some  success ;  but  shooM 
this  not  be  the  case,  the  States  must  if  they  mean  to  continue  tk< 
War,  have  recourse  to  the  other  expedient.  I  am  also  persoide^ 
that.there  is  too  much  countenance  given  to  Deserters — and  if  proper 
Laws  could  be  devised  &  effectually  executed  against  those  that  d< 
it,  that  our  force  would   be  much  more  respectable  than  it  is  * 

*  See  page  198. 
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There  have  been  many  instaDces  where  Deierters  which 
apprebeiided  by  officers  have  been  resooed  by  the  People^ 
b  Tery  few  where  the  officers  have  received  their  aid  &  sup- 
Ab  to  a  redaction  and  incorporation  of  the  Regimenti,  it 
(epend  on  Congress — and  be  the  effect  probably  of  some 

fljstem  of  arrangement.  I  havft  expected  for  some  days 
Oommittee  at  Gamp,  whose  powers  possibly  may  extend  to 
Bt  If  they  do  &  the  measure  is  thoaght  eligible  and  adopted, 
t  rappose  of  course  comprehend  a  plan  of  provision  for  the 

who  are  reduced  The  wishes  of  the  Legislature  with 
to  the  Independent  Companies  of  Artillery,  will  also  be  with* 
At  in  such  case,  attended  to  &  the  incorporation  made  if  it 
toe. 

I  vaspeot  to  the  depreciation  of  the  money — &  making  it  up 
Muers  &  Soldiers — it  were  to  bo  wished  that  it  could  be  the 
f  pome  common  general  svstco] — that  all  might  stand  upon 
il  footing.  But  whether  this  will  or  can  bo  the  case,  I  cannot 
[  to  say.  Most  if  not  the  whole  of  the  new  England  States 
Ve  nnderetood,  have  acted  upon  the  matter  and  provided  for 
«  instance  of  their  Troops ;  but  I  do  not  know  the  principles 
bh  they  have  conducted  this  business.  This  being  the  case 
iipect  to  themi  those  of  the  other  States  who  have  the  same 
lODBy  will  naturally  expect  relief  from  some  quarter.     It  is 

llw  depreciation  of  the  money  has  operated  with  singular 

Li^nst  the  Army,  as  their  pay  has  not  been  encreased  and 
tm  an  equitable  claim  to  a  compensation ;  but  it  may  be  a 
of  difficulty  to  say  how  the  compensation  should  be  made. 
I  to  be  in  money — the  payment  at  a  future  day  would  be 
id  with  less  injury  to  the  Public  and  more  advantage  to  those 
ac  it,  as  our  finances  would  then  be  in  a  better  train  and  of 
ttie  money  more  valuable;  whereas  at  this  time  it  would 
I  a  Tery  extraordinary  emission  and  add  to  the  Public  embar- 
ntii  while  it  afforded  but  little  or  no  relief  to  the  partiea. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect  &  esteem 

your  Excellency's 

most  obe't  hum.  Servant, 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
I  Ebuellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 
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Pbes.  Bebb  to  Col.  Sam'l.  J.  Atleb^  1780. 
Sir, 

Yoor  Favour  of  the  18th  Inst,  has  been  dalj  received  k  comM 
Dicat^d  to  the  Coanoil.  In  Consequence  of  jour  Reoommendatia 
Commissions  have  issued  to  Messrs.  Carpenter,  Barber,  &  Clol 
which  jou  will  receive  herewith.  It  is  not  the  Ezpectatioi  i 
Council  that  the  new  Officers  will  be  responsible  for  the  tomfi 
Arrearages  or  farther  than  they  themselves  receive.  But  as  the  Hfll 
Collection  will  be  attended  with  many  Inoonveniencies  k  Heartbrfi 
ings  to  those  who  have  turn'd  out  with  the  Militia  or  paid  ,tfcii 
Fines,  We  doubt  not  you  will  see  the  Propriety  of  urging  the  totpi 
Officers  to  finish  this  Business  or  it  will  be  probably  a  diaagroaaM 
Bar  to  your  executing  your  Duty  with  Satisfaction  to  yoursehei  i 
the  Publick.  We  have  observed  the  greatest  Difficulties  have  arim 
in  these  Counties,  particularly  York  &  Northampton,  when  tk 
Collectors  from  Motives  of  false  Tenderness  &  Desire  to  please  tf^ 
one  have  given  Indulgencics  &  shewn  Partialities.  The  ConaoqatH 
has  been  that  the  well  affected  &  spirited  have  been  discoura^adij 
when  they  have  been  called  a  second  Time  they  have  oompIaiiM  ' 
the  Advantages  which  the  timid  disaffected  k  lazy  have  gainel 
their  Backwardness. 

A  firm  k  vigorous  Line  of  Conduct  adhering  strictly  to  tht 
baa  been  found  the  most  desirable  Method  of  pleasing,  &  I  an 
ficd  is  attended  with  the  least  Trouble  in  the  End. 

Wishing  you  k  the  other  Gentlemen  Health  &  Snooeas,  I  rmMj 

Sir,  your  obed.  Hbbl  Serv.,  .j, 

JOS.  BSIDI,.. 

Directed f  i 

Col.  Samuel  Atleo,  Lieutenant  of  Lancaster  County.  m 


David  Hall  k  Henby  Fisher  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

As  we  are  informed  there  are  a  number  of  small  armed  Boats  firti 
New  York  now  cruising  in  our  Bay  which  have  taken  several  sail 
Vessels  on  their  passage  to  &  from  Philadelphia,  we  thoogfal  i 
necessary  to  inform  your  honorable  Board,  in  hopes  that  some  pbi 
will  be  fell  upon  to  clear  our  Shores  from  these  Refugees  and  rendi 
our  trade  free  and  unmolested. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  two  of  your  State  Barges  with  twelve  o 
fifteen  men  in  each  will  sufficiently  answer  every  purpose,  as  thoa 


[ 
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phinden  keep  close  in  with  the  Shores  and  in  the  small  creeks  k 
Gnts  which  afford  them  shelter,  should  joo  he  of  opinion  with  us 
thai  they  will  he  neoessary,  hope  you  will  send  them  down  as  soon 
{(Mdbley  and  we  will  give  them  every  assistance  in  our  power. 

We  are  Gentlemen 

your  most  ohd* 

hnm'l  Ser?»« 

DAVID  HALL,  Col-, 
HENRT  FISHER.* 
Lewistowo,  Apr  29th,  1780. 

lhneiM% 

(Oa  pobliek  8er?ioe.) 

lb  m  Prendent  of  the  Board  of  War,  Philadelphia. 


^ 


f 


P&X8.  Bbbd  to  Col.  John  Pboctor,  1780. 


.  h  is  with  great  Concern  I  am  obliged  to  inform  yon  that  the  State 
tf  tbe  pablick  Treasury  sinoe  yon  left  ns  has  been  such  as  absolutely 
fnisnted  our  sending  the  Money  necessary  to  raise  the  Companies  & 
Ntberefore  declined  sending  the  Commissions.  The  Demands  of 
GMgiess  hmwe  been  so  Tarions  so  pressing  &  great  that  we  have  seen 
imalfes  reduced  to  a  Necesity  of  private  Loans  for  the  common 
Foipose  of  Govemm*— A  most  unhappy  Delinquency  in  the  CoUeo- 
^  tioa  of  pablick  Taxes  has  prevailed  which  will  be  attended- with  very 
tel  Consequences  if  a  speedy  Remedy  is  not  applied.  Nothing  has 
W  wanting  on  our  Part  k  we  flatter  ourselves  with  more  Punctu- 

2f  &  Attention  in  the  Counties  for  the  future.     It  is  a  melan- 
J  Truth  that  the  Counties  in  ^eatest  Safety  as  Lancaster, 
Ciaberland  k  York  are  the  most  delinquent. 

After  much  Consideration  on  the  State  of  the  Frontiers  k 
Anxiety  to  relieve  them  we  thought  it  best  to  issue  a  Proclamation 
meonraging  the  young  Fellows  to  turn  out  in  small  parties  as  the 
Boemy  do — we  are  convinced  a  few  Parties  of  this  Kind  will  give 
yoQ  more  real  Protection  than  many  Garrisons  k  Forts. 

Inelosedl  send  yon  some  of  the  Proclamations  which  you  will  do  well 
to  distribute  k  particularly  to  send  some  to  Col.  Lochry,  to  whom 
T"^  will  also  communicate  this  Letter  as  I  have  not  Time  by  this 
Opf^  to  write  him. 

I  am  Sir  with  Esteem 

your  most  ohed  k  very  Hubble  Sei v* 
Erected, 
To  Col.  John  Proctor,  Westmoreland  County. 

*  See  Col.  Roc.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  882. 
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Prbs.  Reed  to  Col.  Bbodbiai),  1780. 

Philad.,  April  29, 178a  , 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  Favour  of  the  18  March*  &  am  sorry  to  find  fk$ 
Delawares  whose  Profeeaions  have  been  so  great  k  who  have  lotnslMf- 
received  so  many  Marks  of  Kindness  should  have  acted  so  ungnleflK 
k  barbarous  a  Part  It  confirms  the  Melancholy  observatioii  longaaii: 
that  the  Savages  are  not  to  be  gained  or  preserved  on  any  oi^|: 
Principle  than  Fear. 

We  wish  it  was  in  the  Generals  Power  to  send  yon  the  ^oM 
Reinforcement  but  we  fear  the  reduced  State  of  the  Army  midlife 
Command  in  Consequence  of  the  Detachment  to  Carolina  will  fMr 
vent  his  doing  more  than  sending  you  the  Detachment  of  Aiul^ 
under  Capt  Craig  which  has  gone  from  this  2  Weeks  ago. 

The  Assembly  in  their  last  Session  vpted  4  Companies  to  tii 
raised  for  the  Frontiers  but  the  deficient  State  of  the  Treaaory 
prevented  our  carrying  it  into  Execution  as  the  Demands  of  ~ 
nnon  os  greatly  exceed  any  Supplies  we  yet  obtain  by  Tazi 
will  therefore  render  a  very  important  &  acceptable  servioo  to 
yon  oan  cover  Westmoreland  in  any  considerable  Degree.  After 
Consultations  k  much  Deliberation  we  have  eonolnded  to  ^iAM 
Reward  for  Scalps  k  hope  it  will  serve  as  an  InduoemoDi  [to  MJi 
young  Fellows  of  the  County  k  others  to  turn  ont  agaiMl  fti 
Indians.  I  herewith  send  yon  several  of  them.  We  are  wDsliili 
may  be  attended  with  Inoonvenienoes  but  it  occurred  to  na  0^1 
Measure  of  Neoesnty  k  the  only  effectual  Weapon  •gfomilM 
Savages  we  hope  it  is  so  guarded  that  many  abuses  will  not  hapfui 

I  have  the  satis&otion  to  find  that  Congren  have  fully  jnstiMSI 
will  support  you  against  the  improper  Proceedings  of  the  Yifjprii 
Court  &  as  far  as  Prudence  k  a  due  Regard  to  your  Duty  will  tdwUi 
flatter  myself  the  Right  of  this  State  against  the  UsurpatioBft 
Injnstiee  of  Virginia  will  be  countenanced  k  supported. 

lam 

with  much  Esteem 

Sir  your  most  obed 

k  very  H'bble  Serv* 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed, 

To  Col.  Brodhead  Comand'  at  Fort  Pitt. 


♦  Sec  page  140. 
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Fbfdk.  Antes  to  P&ss.  RbsDi  1780. 

Northamberland  May  the  !■*  1780. 

Br, 

I  Received  my  appointment  as  Commissioner  of  purchases  for  this 
Oennty  about  Two  weeks  ago  wich  gave  me  grade  Concern  how  to  act 
Iq^ially  at  this  Critical  J  unctnre  of  Time  when  the  best  part  of 

.  Mr  County  is  upon  the  moving  orders  and  preparing  for  a  flito.  If 
MRelsTe  very  sune  apcars  I  do  not  doubt  you  have  heretofore  heard 
^jvay  of  petition  the  Calamctys  this  County  Is  in  at  this  time  by 
TpA  means  you  will  Read''  aprehend  that  it  will  be  out  of  my  power 

.  Id  do  much  aft  present,  as  the  County  hath  heretofore  been  prcty 

• .  nrij  Scoured  oy  the  former  purchasing  Commissaries  and  Foridge 

\  Ihrters  so  that  there  is  but  litel  left. 

Several  people  that  are  going  out  of  the  County  have  offered  tharo 

G'd  thay  have  for  their  one  family  Use  if  they  Could  have  other 
in  for  it  below  in  Exchange  (as  thay  could  not  spare  it  on  any 
'  .Mhar  Terms)  which  might  perhaps  answer  a  eood  purpose  and  save 
IbfsDoes  of  bringing  it  here  for  the  use  of  we  Troops,  Liqur  may 
It  jpt  here  for  that  use,  and  there  is  none  in  the  stores  at  present  by 
•Ui  means  the  Troops  must  do  without  any. 

I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  forward  the  Business,  and 
ihoald  be  glad  to  be  supplied  with  som  money  and  the  Law  for  that 
(npoee  as  sun  as  poesible. 

Bins  M'.  McCelog  heard  of  the  new  apointment  he  declined  purchis- 
-kgany  thing  for  the  use  of  the  Troops,  by  which  means  there  is 
.pit  fiamantations  for  vegetables  and  som  fresh  provitions  Espe- 
nlly  for  the  officers,  and  nobody  appointed  to  provid  the  same,^thay 
|iy  it  is  to  hard  to  live  Intirely  on  Salt  or  Fried  Beef  and  not  as  much 
II a  file  potatoes  [which  may  be  had.] 

I  am  Sir  with  grate  Respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

FD*  ANTES. 
bdaned, 

To  Jofl.  B«ed|  President 
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Samuel  Rea,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Northampton  County. 
Gentlemen, 

By  this  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Council  of  the  alarming  and 
distreaaed  situation  of  the  frontiers  of  this  County,  since  the  account 
Transmitted  from  Mess'  Depui,  Stroud  &  Vancampcn. 

By  express  sent  from  Lieut  Col  Kern*  of  the  4*^  Batalion  who  says 
that,  this  moment  I  returned  from  a  Scout  and  that  they  found  Ben- 
jamin Gilberts  House,  Grist  mill  &  Saw  Mills,  totalcy  burnt  by  the 
Enemy,  and  likewise  Benjamin  Peerts  house  and  the  People  15  in 
Bomber  carried  of  Prisoners,  taken  on  the  25^^  ult.,  in  the  morning 
and  Benedict  Snyder  and  son  were  Captured  on  the  15'^  of  last  Month 
By  the  Indians, — By  the  late  Repeated  Incursions  greatly  alarmed 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Townships  of  Tomensing,  Pcnus  and  Chestnut 
Hill  ao  that  (by  the  above  relation)  was  entirely  evacuated  the  extent 
of  the  Prontiera  intirely  abandonded,  so  that  at  this  Critical  juncture 
the  Inhabitants  may  be  justly  looked  as  in  a  most  deplorable  Situation 
And  as  the  Militia  of  this  County  is  not  as  yet  properly  arranged.  Our 
picaent  Officers  do  not  seem  to  act  with  as  much  vigor  as  I  would 
wish,  nor  the  Privates  as  cheerfully  to  obey  as  might  be  expected. 
The  Lien*  Chambers  &  Burkhaller  have  they  inform  me,  called  upon 
tliA  Militia  Agreeable  to  the  Orders  of  Council  Sent  Mr.  Kagblin 
hat  have  been  noiversally  disobeyed. 

Therefore  must  beg  leave  to  Request  of  Council  as  speedy  Relief 
V  Poaaible  from  the  adjacent  Lower  Countys.  As  the  Commission 
Ton  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  came  but  lately  hands  have 
Bot  had  Time  to  have  the  Militia  properly  arranged  and  will  still 
reqnin  some  farther  Time  before  it  can  bo  regularly  compleated : 
And  from  the  prevailing  Panick  &  Terror  on  the  verge  of  the  Fron- 
tiers, will  not  be  almost  impracticable  if  not  impolitic  to  impose  any 
duty  that  can  be  avoided  upon  those  who  are  daily  exposed  to  the 
Savage  Fury  of  the  Enemy. 

I  most  further  Request  that  a  Suply  of  Fire  Arms  may  be  sent 
and  an  additional  Suply  of  Amunition  as  soon  as  may  be,  as  the 
Mnmber  already  will  not  be  adequate  to  the  present  necessity,  and 
vnless  there  be  a  Speedy  Relief  of  Men  from  some  of  other  Countys 
k  Amunition  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  will  repair  bsck  and  in  a  little 
time  it  may  be  hard  to  know  whore  the  Frontiers  of  this  County 
naj  be ;  please  to  excuse  haste  &  incoherence. 

I  am  Gent  your  most  obedient, 
and  most  Hum^**  Servant, 

SAMUEL  REA.t 

Hountbethel  I>^  May  1780. 

*  See  page  218. 
t  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  836. 
10* 
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P.  S.   Please  to  commuDicate  your  pleasure  by  the  bear 
Peter  Middagh  which  will  be  my  Groyeroment. 

Directed^ 

On  Pablick  Service. 

To  Hia  EzcelleDoy  Joseph  Beed  Esq.  President  of  the 
Gonacil  for  the  State  of  PeDDsylvania. 

Indoned, 

From  Samuel  Bhe%  Read  in  Council  May  2Dd  1780. 


Pre6.  Beed  to  Samuel  Rea,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  advising  of  the  Irruption  of  the  Sa^ 
their  several  Movements.  It  is  indeed  a  distressing  Cinramat 
the  Inability  or  Inattention  of  the  People  to  make  a  snffiek 
fence  render  it  more  so.  It  is  much  to  be  wish'd  that  the  1 
People  of  the  County  bad  intended  themselves  to  fill  CapL  I 
dor's  Company,  then  they  would  have  bad  a  permanent  A  oo 
ibrae  which  would  have  been  ready  for  Scouts  &  other  8 
We  would  recommend  this  to  be  done  without  Delay  &  to  fei 
it  Council  have  altered  the  Terms  of  Inlistment  from  the  War  t 
Years,  which  we  hope  will  have  a  good  Effect.  We  obaer 
have  called  the  Militia  which  we  approve  provided  they  will  m 
employ  themselves  in  their  proper  Duty  but  we  must  ezpps 
Disapprobation  of  their  rendesvousing  in  Large  Bodies  in  Tkw 
spending  their  time  in  Amusements.  We  most  earnestly  wU 
Method  could  be  fallen  upon  to  prevent  the  great  Waste  of  A 
nition.  The  Demands  are  constant  for  this  Article  &  the  8i 
have  been  great  but  bow  it  is  consumed  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
Exclusive  of  the  Ezpence  which  is  great  it  is  becoming  very  d 
to  procure ;  our  Commissary  cannot  get  lOOOIfo  of  Lead  in  thi 
Surely  this  should  be  a  strong  Motive  to  make  every  one  ea 
how  he  wastes  it. 

Considcrirg  your  Distance  from  the  Scat  of  Danger  &  the  . 
sity  of  some  farther  Relief  we  have  sent  np  to  Mr.  Vancampea  a 
ber  of  our  Board  £1000  in  State  Money  to  be  applied  to  I 
Scouting  Parties  rewarding  any  who  shall  take  scalps  or  Pri 
&  otherwise  used  as  the  present  Emergency  shall  require. 

As  soon  as  the  Ammunition  is  procured  it  will  be  sent  und 
Care  of  Capt  Sbrawder  who  will  deliver  it  to  you  &  we  hope  y< 
examine  into  the  Expenditure  &  Distribution  as  we  rely  much  oi 
Care  in  this  Particular. 


PKNVSTLFADIA  ABCBIYSS  1T80.  SS8 

We  mmt  reeommeDd  to  you  to  a  Strict  Colleotion  of  the  Fines  & 
lishjoatoreoommettd  a  Aymaster  of  the  Uiliiii^  as  Mr.  Ralston 

ku  declined  the  office. 

I  am  sir, 

Yoar  Friend  &  Hbbl  SerT 

J.  R. 
ToGolBea  Lieut,  of  the  County  of  Northampton^. 
Woftftf,— May  1. 1780. 


Owen  Bidblh  to  Ghaeles  Pbttit,  1780. 

Philadelphia^  2d  May,  1780. 

Sir, 

Yesterday  I  received  a  note  from  General  Wayne,  advising  me 
Alt  in  conseqaence  of  the  Forsffc  Master  of  Chester  County  not 
nppljing  him  with  forage  on  his  application,  he  was  reduced  to 
tk  n^oeasity  of  purohasiog  some  for  his  horses,  and  that  he  shall 
ttD  npoQ  me  for  the  payment  of  his  account. 

Dm  are  several  other  officers  who  are  in  similar  circumstances, 
vb  bsve  likewise  applied  to  me.  You  kuow  it  has  been  the  practice 
t^ptjBueh  aeooonts  for  forage,  when  it  could  not  be  had  from  the 
ImiDg  Forage  Masters,  and  where  the  accounts  were  properly 
eirtified ;  but  as  the  officers  of  the  Staff  are  prohibited  from  pur- 
tiiawig,  a  doubt  has  arisen  with  me,  whether  it  would  not  be  a 
vioUtioD  of  the  Law  for  any  of  the  Staff  to  pay  those  accounts, 
M  it  would- reduce  the  emoluments  of  the  State  purchasers,  and 
Bigbt  render  us  liable  to  be  suspected  of  having  an  intention  to 
tnde  the  Law ;  from  this  view  of  the  matter,  I  have  declined  pay- 
Bent  of  some  accounts,  but  unless  there  is  some  person  for  the 
•ieen  of  the  Line  to  have  recourse  to  for  payment,  they  will  be 
nooh  oppressed,  by  the  expence  of  keeping  their  own  horses,  and 
the  pabUo  service  obstructed. 

I  do  therefore  request  you  would  advise  me  how  to  proceed,  that 
I  may  not  be  chargeable  on  the  one  hand  with  an  infraction  of  thel 
^Wy  nor  on  the  other,  that  the  public  service  be  not  impeded,  or 
^  Oentlemen  of  the  Army  subjected  to  unreasonable  difficulties. 

I  am  with  great  Regard, 

your  obed^  humb'  servant. 

OWEN  BIDDLB, 
AsB.  G.  Gen.  Forage. 
•Di^'ectetf, 

Pnblio  service.  To  Colonel  Charles  Pettit,  Assistant  Quarter 
^ter  General.    Present. 

*  Col.  Rec.  Vol  Xn.  p.  886. 
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CHABJ.B8  Pettit  TO  Pbxb.  RbSD|  1780. 

Philadelphia,  2d  May,  178 
Sir, 

The  oases  meDtioned  by  the  Assistant  Commissary  Geiien 
Forage  in  his  letter  to  me  of  the  1st  Instant,  which  I  shall  im 
herewith,  seem  not  to  be  fully  provided  for  by  the  Act  of  Assei 
of  this  State,  thongh  they  may,  perhaps,  by  a  fair  constmol 
oome  within  the  meaning  of  it.  Bnt  as  military  officers  are 
always  the  most  candid  expounders  of  Statute  Laws,  I  request 
directions  of  yonr  Ezoellenoy  and  the  Council  upon  the  ma 
which  may  relievo  the  Officers  of  the  Forage  Department  i 
unjust  censure  on  yielding  due  obedience  to  the  Law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  humble  servant, 

CHA.  PBTTlTi 

\y  A.  Q.  M.  GenT 

To  his  Ezoellenoy  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Ezaes 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Board  of  Wab  to  Prss.  Rbeb,  1780. 

War  Office,  May  2d,  178 
D^Sir, 

The  enclosed  Letter  fell  into  my  Hands  when  the  Board  was 
sitting.     But  as  the  Subject  of  it  is  entirely  out  of  our  LinOi 
myself  the  Honor  of  sending  it  to  you,  that,  if  you  think  pn 
you  may  lay  it  before  the  Council. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem, 

your  very  obed.  servS 

RICHARD  PETBBI 

The  (Gentlemen  who  write  the  Letter  are  much  to  be  depei 
upon.  Mr.  Fisher's  Exertions,  while  the  Enemy  were  in  Phili 
pnia,  do  him  much  Honor.  I  mention  him  as  being  more  pac4 
larly  acquainted  with  him. 

DirtcUd^ 
To  his  Excellency  President  Reed. 


w 
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OiNXRAL  Wm.  IbVIVB  TO  P&S8.  BiBD,   1780. 

Camp,  near  Morristown,  Haj  2d,  1780. 


Sear  Sir, 

Intpeeior 


^       it  is  iDoompatible  with  the  dignity  of  an  officer  in  the  Line,  to  aofe 
4       V  State  Agent }  &  adds  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  makes  a 


point  of  haTinff  all  snoh  appointments  disoonntenanoed. 
I  told  him  I  wonld  inform  your  Ezcellenoy  of  this  matter ;  aft 

tbenme  time  I  most  beg  to  remind  yon  that  Mr.  Swaine  is  of  no 
.  nioner  of  Use  to  ns  in  the  Character  of  State  Cloathier.  As  be 
^     ii  of  the  Councils  appointing,  I  did  not  like  to  apply  to  the  General 

to  diimiss  him.     Bnt  I  hope  yon  will  appoint  one  in  his  stead,  as 

it  if  a  great  disadyantage  to  the  Troops,  not  haying  one  allways 


I  am  of  opinioti  that  one  good  man  conld  do  the  duties  of  State 
Cloathier  k  Agent  of  Stores. 

Deoertion  still  prevails  to  a  vast  degree ;  not  less  than  47  from 
nj  Brigade  last  month.  Want  of  Provisdon  k  other  hardships,  I 
Mieye  are  leading  causes,  together  with  the  little  Value  of  their 
|aj.  (The  Resolution  for  making  up  the  deputation  being  looked 
on  oDly  to  amuse — I  mean  by  the  soldiery.)  There  is  another 
MQie  which  excites  uneasiness.  Officers  who  are  now  out  of  service 
^  too  ready  to  ffive  Men  Certificates  respecting  the  term  of  Inlist- 
^Aent,  most  of  which  are  false,  as  many  of  the  Original  Inlistments 
^  jet  in  the  hands  of  Officers  Commanding  Regiments. 

The  deluded  men  look  on  these  Certificates  as  an  over  Ballance 
j^  the  Inlistments ;  some  of  them  have  had  the  audacity  to  say, 
^6  Officers  have  Forced  them.  I  am  sorry  to  say  a  number  of 
M^trates  have  acted  at  least,  unguardedly  in  these  matters,  bv 
^^Qg  exparty  Oaths,  or  administenng  them  to  old  Serjeants,  k 
^en  aome  of  the  Soldiers  themselves,  in  their  own  behalf.  Certifi- 
^tes  of  these  Oaths  are  poured  down  in  torrents  on  us  by  almost 
^cnr  man  who  has  returned  from  Furlough. 

Mr.  Scott  of  York  Town,  seems  to  have  taken  the  lead.  Oeneral 
-'^y  has  given  some  Certificates  in  which  he  must  have  been 
SXtealy  mistaken ;  in  short  they  are  numerous  from  all  parts  of 
^  State.  It  is  a  pity  so  many  inadvertancies  should  be  committed 
*^I  call  them  so,  as  I  can  not  suppose  they  mean  to  injure  the 
*^ce.  I  wish  I  could  say  so  much  for  the  Supemumary  officerSi 
but  am  too  well  convinced  they  are  prompted  by  a  low  k  designing 
Waning. 

^he  Baron  Steuben  informs  me  that  unless  I  could  assure  him  that 
^00  Recruits  would  arrive  in  Camp  for  our  Line  before  the  first  of 
^'^^e,  a  Reform  must  tdce  place  for  the  Campaign.  His  calculations 
^^  to  level  the  10  Regiments  to  form  8  Battalions,  these  to  turn 
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oat  one  Battalion  of  InfantiTy  which  are  to  be  kept  aOwajs  eon 
pleat ;  even  this  Flan  will  take  at  least  200  Recmita,  on  a  raodera 
caloolation  to  keep  up  the  Battalions,  which  he  says  must  be  264 
This  will  be  a  yerj  disagreeable  bosiness,  more  so  as  he  eaja  i 
other  Line  will  have  to  undergo  a  reform,  as  each  State  have  pn 
mised  to  send  as  many  Recruits  as  will  aford  the  arrangemeni  I 
proposes.  He  will  not  admit  a  total  Reform  of  the  Regimenli^  i 
means  it  for  the  Campaign  only ;  he  also  says  if  some  few  shodi 
not  joyn  he  fears  the  whole  must  be  thrown  into  one  Brigailf 
should  the  ten  Regiments  be  thrown  into  even  the  Division  il  li 
brake  up  Gksneral  Hand's  Brigade ;  this  will  neeessarily  bring  oi 
an  enquiry  whether  he  belongs  to  Pennsylvania.  I  have  at  Iragd 
obtained  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  authorising  General  WashiogjIaB 
to  order  an  enquiry  made  into,  &  finally  determine  my  elaim  ol 
rank.  There  has  not  yet  been  time  to  get  any  thing  done  in  it»  4 
I  believe  a  Board  will  not  be  able  to  determine  it  till  it  is  piifli 
onsly  ascertained  what  State  he  really  belongs  to. 

I  wrote  Col.  Farmer,  requesting  he  would  famish  me  with  aa 
account  of  the  Articles  of  Summer  Cloathing,  &  when  we  may  eiMfll 
them.  The  Troops  are  extremely  in  want  of  Shirts  in  partioalir; 
two  weeks  time  will  make  linen  overalls,  not  only  most  oomfortalil% 
but  really  necessary,  as  the  Woolen  ones  are  worn  out. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem, 

Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINB. 

Directed, 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Sec.  of  Council  to  Thomas  Painb,  1780. 

Fhilad-  May  2nd,  178(^« 

Sir, 

The  Council  have  had  some  intimation  of  a  private  rcsolntion 
the  house  of  General  assembly,  respecting  the  defence  of  the  Fe^ 
tiers.     If  there   bo  any  such  resolution  the   Council  request  ^ 
will  furnish  them  with  it  as  soon  as  possible,  the  frontiers  being 
extreme  distress. 

I  am  with  due  respect, 

your  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

To  Thos.  Faine  Esq., 
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Pass.  Bbed  to  Col.  Samuel  Rsa,  1780. 

Sr, 

Toor  Letter  of  the  lat,  Inst'*'  iDclosing  Lt  Col.  Keroa  wLich  con- 
iiioi  ■  partioular  Agg^  of  the  Depreditions  of  the  Savages  has  been 
dolj  reoeived^  &  laid  before  the  Supremo  Executive   Council.     We 
an  eztremolj  concerDed  at  the  unhappy  State  of  the  County,  which 
te  would  do  evef^  Thing  in  our  Power  to  relieve,  but  are  sorry  to 
obflerre  by  your  Letter  that  there  appears  so  little  Disposition  in  the 
Coantj  to  adopt  the  on]y  Means  of  Relief  which  the  Nature  of  the 
Can  admits.     Every  one  acquainted  with  the  Nature  of  Indian  War 
But  be  senaible  that  Assiatance  drawn  from  remote  Parts  must  be 
Terj  inadeqaate  to  the  desired   Purpose,  whereas  a  regular  &   well 
formed  Militia  supported   by   the  State,   &   being   on   the    Spot 
Boat  certainly,  be   the  surest  Defence   &   best  Safeguard  to  the 
Inhabitants.     We  observe  you  express  a  Desire  that  the  Militia  of 
the  adjoining  Counties  should  be  called,  but  it  seems  extraordinary 
that  if  your  own  People  are  as  mentioned  in  your  Letter  disobedient| 
thej  can  expect  that  others  who  are  more  distant  should  go  to  pro- 
tect them.   A  ver^  considerable  Part  of  Northampton  County  must 
he  from  its  Situation  as  secure  as  some  Parts  of  those  who  are  called 
vpoB,  it  18  our  opinion,  therefore  that  you  should  with  all  expedition 
form  the  Militia  in  your  County,  &  require  their  Service,  after  which 
JOQ  will  have  a  very  just  Expectation  of  Assistance  from  the 
><ljoiniDg  Counties,  &  we  shall  most  certainly  comply  with   every 
vcsMDable  Bequest  for  that  Purpose.     As  an  Encouragement  to 
i^be  the   Savages  &  form  volunteer  Parties   we  have  offered 
Sewardfl  for  Prisoners,  &  Scalps,  agreeable  to  the  Proclamations 
herewith  which  we  would  have  you  communicate  as  generally  as 
P^ble,  &  by  all  Means  in  your  Power  encourage  the  young  Men 
^f  the  County,  k  even  of  New  Jersey  to  turn  out  in  small  Parties 
^deavoor  to  fall  in  with  them  on  their  Marches,  &  even  follow 
them  to  their  Towns,  This  from  Experience  has  been  found  the  most 
^<^al  Plea  of  Contending  with  this  subtle,  &  dangerous  Enemy. 
^  h  addition   to  these  Measures   we   have   concluded   to  raise  a 
^ompany  immediately   upon   the   Terms  proposed  in  the  enclosed 
^^pers,  &  that  no  Time  may  be  lost,  we  desire  you  in  Conjunction  with 
f^*  Amdt,  or  if  he  is  come  away  with  two  of  the  Sub-Lieutenants 
5^  appoint  the  Officers  agreeable  to  the  Plan  inclosed,  &  set  them 
^tnediately  to  recruiting  Men  reporting  to  us  the  Names  of  the 
Officers  so  that  Commissions  may  be  sent  them,  &  other  arrange 
^^ots  made  for  their  Support,  &  Equipment :  if  they  will  find  their- 
5^^  Blankets,  &  Arms  they  shall  have  a  reasonable  allowance,  &  as 
2^*  Terms  are  very  liberal,  we   hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty  iu 
Ung  good  Officers  as  well  as  active  vigorous  young  Men  to  serve 

*  Set  page  221. 
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under  them.  They  are  to  be  under  yoar  immediate  Direelio 
hope  thej  may  be  found  useful.  Having  lately  forwarded  up 
ammunition  we  cannot  think  it  necessary  to  send  up  more  at  y 
not  see  how  the  last  Supply  can  yet  be  expended.  In  a  little 
the  Country  will  remove  the  Pannick  which  seems  to  bare  i 
them,  &  we  have  no  Doubt  will  exert  themselves  with  suitaUft 
&  Vigor. 

I  am  Sir,  ^ 

Four  Obed.  Hbble.  Sev. 

J.  E.< 

Indonedy  May  3d,  1780. 

To  Col.  Samuel  Rea,  Lieutenant  of  Northampton  County. 


Sam'l  Morris,  Reg.  to  Sbo.  Matlace,  1780; 
Sir, 

About  half  after  one  o'clock  M'  R.  Morris  attended  at  the 
with  Miralle's  Will  &  Translation,  I  took  notice  to  him  thai 
were  no  persons  expressly  named  Executors,  for  which  reai 
said  he  would  have  y*  advice  of  Counsel,  and  said  that  he  thou 
might  also  be  proper  for  me,  and  he  thoagbt  the  fittest  person  to  ( 
with  was  the  President;  von'l  do  me  the  Favour,  to  let  the  Pre 
know  how  much  I  shall  think  my  self  Obliged  to  him  for  hia'  i 
in  this  matter,  and  will  wait  in  expectation  of  it  before  I  p 
farther. 

I  am,  his  k  your's  &c.y 
SAML.  MORRIS,  SI 

Monday  3  o'Clock  P.  H 

I  have  sent  the  Translation  done  as  M'  Morris  says  by  hia  1 

Directed^ 
Timothy  Matlack  Esq'. 

Present 

IndoTudj 

1780  May  4th,  from  Saml.  Morris  Reg'ister  of  Wills. 


Instructions  to  Capt.  Nathan  Boys,  1780. 

Ton  are  with  all  Expedition  to  engage  Volunteers  not  esoi 
80  exclusive  of  Officers,  &  proceed  down  the  River  Belawi 
Pursuit  of  several  Boats  manned  by  Refugees  from  New  York 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  880. 
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yoo  are  to  treat  as  the  most  iDveterate  Enemies  of  tbese  Stales. 
k%  an  EnoouragemeQt  to  these  Volunteers  they  ihaii  receive  Pro- 
visloBay  Anns  £  Ammnnitiony  from  this  State  for  the  Arms  k 
Ammnnidon  the  Officers  are  to  be  accountable  on  their  Retanii 
tad  for  every  Prisoner  taken  or  Man  necessarily  killed  you  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  1000  Dollars,  the  same  to  be  divided  among  the 
Officers  A  Men  in  the  following  Proportions. 

Commanding  Officer,  4  Shares. 

2Dd,  in  Command,  8  Shares. 

3d,  in  Command,  2  Shares 

h  every  private,  one  Share 

Maned,  May  3d,  1780. 


OwBN  Ferris  to  Pkes.  Reed,  1780. 

Eiteemed  Sir, 

Necessity  absolute  Necessity,  Compels  me  to  apply  in  Behalf  of 
^  Troop  raised  in  Philad*  County,  for  a  few  Horsemen  Swords,  as 
Aey  cannot  properly  Equip  themselves  under  two  months,  knowing 
^t  it  is  a  Desire  near  to  your  Heart  that  they  Should  be  properly 
^iti&ed,  it  Imboldened  me  to  make  this  application. 

Suffer  me  to  assure  your  Ezcellenoy  that  we  shall  be  ready  at  your 
^If  &  allways  happy  to  have  you  at  the  head  of  us 

Should  the  favour  be  granted  us  of  30  Swords,  I  will  be  accountable 
for  them,  &  return  them  Whenever  I  am  ordered. 

&  am  Sir,  with  Esteem, 

Your  most  obc*  Serv*, 

OWEN  FERRIS. 
Oerman  Town  5<^  May  1780. 

Bis  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  President  of  the  Supreme 
Sxceutive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pees.  Bbed  to  Pres.  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Council, 

PhUad",  May  6th,  1780. 
Sir, 

,  Ve  have  the  most  authentick  Information  that  the  Legislature  of 

tbe  Suie  of  Delaware  have  taken  off  all  Restrictions  upon  the  Bx- 

K'^^tkm  of  Provisions  from  that  State,  in  Consequence  of  which  a 

^bor  of  Yesaels  are  goipg  from  this  Port  to  taikfi  inCargoca 
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of  PraraioDi  at  WilmiDgtoD  &  other  Places  there. — ^The  Continiljr 
of  ChaataTy  Lanoaater,  k  other  Wheat  Ooantiea  of  thia  Stato^  to  tbm^ 
Porta  learea  no  Room  to  douht  but  that  every  PreoantiOD  on  o«^ 
Part  to  prevent  the  Passage  of  Floor  to  those  Ports  wodld  bo  finii-^ 
kaa— the  Exportation  of  Provisions  will  therefore  be  aa  vnreatrmiiia^ 
from  thia  State  as  if  the  Embargo  was  discontinoed  here ;  with  Mm 
Difference  that  the  State  will  be  deprived  of  the  Advantagca  o^ 
Export  without  benefitting  the  Vnited  States  in  any  Beapeot.     W    , 
have  been  &  ever  shall  be  anxious  to  shew  our  Respect  &  Attentio-  ^ 
to  the  Desires  of  Congress  &  most  sincerely  lament  every  Deviation 
of  this  Nature.     But  we  have  too  muoh  Confidence  in  the  Gandou:::: 
&  Justice  of  Congress  to  suppose  they  will  desire  a  Gontlnuanoe  <^« 
the  Restriction  when  it  can  only  distress  other  States  without  aeiyiL  ^ 
the  Common  Cause.     We  also  beg  Leave  to  add  that  the  Legislatv^^ 
of  the  State  in  the  Embargo  Law  have  clearly  expressed  their  Id 
on  this  Subject  by  providing  that  in  Case  the  Embargo  sho 
appear  unnecessary,  or  in  Case  the  neighbouring  &  adjoining  Sta 
shall  not  concur  in  equal  Restrictions  upon  the  Exportation  of  ~ 
visions  this  Board  should  suspend  the  Embargo. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect  &  Regard 

your  EzoelTys  moat  Obed. 

&  very  HbbL  Senr., 

J.  B. 


Col.  Michael  Ltnbbemood  to  Pees.  Beeb^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  the  distressed  Situation  of  the  Inhabitanta  ovw 
the  bine  Mountains  before  you  and  the  Hon^^  Council,  aeveial 
Familiea  have  already  moved   together  on  the  Waters  of  Little 
Schuylkill,  they  are  within  about  15  Miles  of  Qnadenhuth,  when 
some  of  the  Inhabitants  have  been  Murdered,  and  this  Settlement 
b  nearer  to  Susquehanna  than  that  the  Savages  fell  on  in  North- 
ampton County,  and  of  Course  more  liable  to  an  Invation.     They 
have  therefore  Applyed  to  me  to  Lay  their  Critical  Situation  before 
your  Hon^>*  Board,  and  to  request  an  order  to  Col.  Morgan,  the* 
Lieutenant  of  the  County,  for  some  Arms  and  Amunition  to  be 
delivered  out  to  those  who  are  too  poor  to  furnish  themselves,  from 
the  Public  Stores  now  in  Reading,  they  given  Security  for  the  safe 
return  of  the  same.     Those  People  are  allready  Imbodied,  and  if 
tolarably  Supported,  are  determined  to  defend  themselvea  and  pro- 
perty, until  a  better  relive  can  be  given  them. 

The  Inhabitanta  of  Northumberland  are  atill  defending  themaelvcii 
and  if  by  proper  Aaaiatanoa  oan  be  kept  from  lemoving,  I  hope  th9 
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fiftfigw  will  h%  preT6iited  to  oome  in  small  partiM  into  onr  Setllt- 
sneiits,  which  otherwise  will  be  andonbtedlj  the  Case.  I  rely  oa 
win  the  AstistuMe  in  the  power  of  the  H^*  Oonnoil,  and  am 

8ir, 

jonr  mo.  Humble  Serv*, 

MICHAEL  LTNDERMOOD,  Col.  4^^  Batt% 

Berks  County. 

Beading,  Hay  6th;  1780. 

J>irecied, 

On  public  service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Pensjlvania,  Philadelphia. 


PRBa.  Bked  to  Wm.  Lbwis,  1780. 

Sir, 

Capt  M'Clean  has  applied  to  the  President  of  the  State  officially 
^  support  him  on  the  Part  of  the  State  in  defending  a  Suit  or  Suits 
brought  by  you  ag^  him  while  in  the  Execution  of  the  Orders  of 
6  en.  Washington,  a  Certificate  of  which  he  has  produced.  Ob 
'  Representation  to  the  Council  it  is  thought  proper  to  direct  Capt. 
V^Clcan  to  attend  to  morrow  at  12  *Clock  in  the  Council  Chamber 
*^ii«]i  it  will  be  determined  whether  the  Att^  Oen.  shall  be  directed  to 
Teod  the  s'  Suit.     As  you  are  the  Attorney  in  this  Suit  it  is  also 

nought  proper  to  desire  your  Attendance  &  more  especially  as  Capt. 

^Chan  suggests  some  Circumstances  personally  affecting  you. 


*^^w.  Rbbd  to  Marine  Committbk  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  May  8, 1780. 

entlemen, 

There  are  a  Number  of  Boats  mann'd  by  Refugees  from  New 
ork  who  infest  Delaware  Bay,  interrupting  the  Navigation  &  Inter- 
urse  between  this  City  &  the  adjoining  States  &  Country.    This 

a  Matter  whioh  affects  the  common  Interests  as  well  as  those  of 
^liis  State  in  particular,  we  have  therefore  fitted  up  some  Boats  & 
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ordeved  tbe  Officers  heretofore  commanding  the  Gallies  of  tha  fi 
to  proceed  down  the  River  against  them.  It  was  folly  expo 
that  the  Encouragement  offered  would  have  induced  a  suffic 
Number  of  Volunteers  to  join  the  few  Sailors  in  the  Paj  of 
State,  but  we  are  disappointed.  We  have  therefore  to  request 
jou  will  spare  a  few  Men  from  the  Frigate  on  this  special  Bi 
gency.  They  will  be  supplied  with  Arms,  Ammunition,  &  Pi 
sions,  &  receive  a  Bounty  on  every  Refugee  taken  Prisoner  or  ki 
&  Capt.  Boys  or  commanding  Officer  will  be  careful  to  have  t 
returned.  We  flatter  ourselves  this  Request  will  the  more  rei 
be  complied  with  as  the  Ship  was  almost  entirely  mann'd 
Voyage  by  the  Seamen  of  this  State,  k  indeed  many  of  them 
pressed  with  Circumstances  of  particular  Hardship. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  most  obed.  Hbbl.  Senr. 


Gbn.  Wm.  Irvine  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Camp  near  Morristown  May  8  th,  1780. 
Deal  Sir, 

I  received  your  .Excellency's  letter  of  the  18th  ult«  &  hav 
formed  the  Field  officers  of  the  contents,  shall  forward  Certift 
of  the  Vacancies  as  soon  as  some  claims  of  Rank  can  be  adjuste 

As  our  supplys  are  all  out,  &  have  been  a  considerable  til 
have  sent  M*"  Little  down,  (who  acts  as  State  agent  at  present)  1 
there  has  been  some  misunderstanding  about  bis  calculations,  n 
were  handed  to  the  Counsel  by  General  S^  Clair,  he  calculated 
the  supposed  number  that  might  be  present  in  April,  &  Mayt  ti 
for  granted  the  whole  would  be  then  present,  as  there  was  a  stti 
General  Order  that  neither  officer  nor  Soldier  should  be  absent 
the  1*^  of  April.  Lieut.  Little  has  been  bred  to  business,  &  I  be 
the  line  have  no  objection  to  his  contiDuing  provided,  any  O 
can  with  propriety.  I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  the  objection  tc 
by  Major  Hamilton. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem, 

Your  Excellencys, 

most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVm 
Direciedf 

On  Publick  Service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed  Esquire. 

Philadelphia 
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Lieut.  Col  Wjbltnsr  to  Pres.  Rssd,  1780. 

Northamberland  8th  Hay  1780. 
Majit  Please  yoor  Excellency, 

I  bad  the  Hon'  of  reoeivioff  your  Ezcellenoyi  favour  of  the  4  th,* 

of  april  Ult.  But  flatter  myself  that  I  have  taken  such  measures  as 

will  Effectually  prevent  the  like  misfortunes  for  the  remaining  part 

of  the  Campaign,  I  have  fortified  the  Frontiers  with  a  Chain  of  4 

out  Posts,  Extending  from  the  North  to  the  West  Branch  Vis< :  1*« 

Port  Jenkins,  2-*  Bossley's  Mills,  3«  Fort  M*  Gomerv,  &  4«*  the 

West  Branch  near  Boens  Mill,  all  which  are  Garrissend  hy  my  Own 

lament,  which  is  so  much  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Inhabitants 

together  with  the  uncommon  Harmony  Subsisting  between  us,   that 

1  make  no  Doubt  but  that  we  should  make  a  most   Noble  stand 

^gainst  a  very  formidable  Enemy.     As  to  the  Rebuilding  F'  Muncy, 

1  have  Consulted  the  Oentlemen  you  mentioned,  the  result  of  which 

^fa,  that  it  would   tend  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Service;  as   the 

•distance  is  so  great,  that  the  Number  required  for  that  purpose  could 

not  be  furnished  out  of  the  few  Troops  here,  without  leaving   the 

fCQiaining  part  of  the  Frontiers  Open  to  the  Ravage  of  the  Enemy, 

DQt   should  a  Reinforcement  come,  should  be  Exceeding  Happy  in 

Executing  your  Orders,  which  should  be  done   with  the  IJtmoei 

Expedition.     Am  Extremely  sorry  to  Inform  your  Excellency  that 

^e  are  ill  Snpplyed  with  Provisions  we  Seldom  or  ever  having  above 

^ix  days  on  band,  k  lately  some  of  the  out  Posts  have  been  on  half 

^Uowanoe,  which  should  the  Enemy  attempt  to  Block  up,  they  must 

Jj^nevitably  Surrender,  or  Perrish  ;  I  sent  to  Lancaster,  Carlisle,  & 

^xtown  but  received   little  Supply ;  whether  the  Default  is  in  the 

o^^aff,  or  for  want  of  the  Necessary  Orders  Cant  Determine,  but 

earnestly  request  your  Excellency  will  give  the  Necessary  Orders 

^<^r  forwarding  a  Sufficient  Supply  in  Case  of  an  Exigency.     As  Col. 

^ntis  Instructions  prevents  his    buying  any  fresh  Provisions  the 

pffioers  &  Sick  are  much  Distressed  for  want  thereof,   therefore 

hope  your  Excellency  will  Instruct  him  to  purchase  such  Articles  as 

J^ay  be  absolutely  Necessary  for  their  Supply,  'which  may  be  Easiy 

^^^  at  this  Post.     Mess**  M*  Gomery,  &  Martin,  the  two  Gentlemen 

^bo  are  Representitives  for  this  County,  Can  Inform  your  Excelleney 

of  oar  Circumstances  on  this  Account,  Occasioned  by  the   Conduct 

of  OQr  former  Commissary ;  the  Uncommon  Delay  of  the  Boats,  &  the 

^^tConsump*  happening  thro  Neglect,  or  Embezlement,  of  the 

Hands,  has  Induced  me  &  the  Gen*  to  endeavour  to  find  out  a 

Remedy,  &  have  found  a  Gen*  one  Col.  Henry  Antis  who  has  a 

Boat  of  20  Tons  Burthen,  who  is  willing  to  Contract  for  Delivering 

^°e  Stores,  &c,  forwarded  for  the  use  of  these  posts  in  good  Order,  £ 

With  the  Greatest  Expedition,  which  I  am  fully  Convinced  will  be  a 

*  See  page  101. 
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mucli  less  Ezpeose,  &  without  ConsumptioD,  or  Embeslementi  1 
fore  would  be  Glad  of  your  Ezcellencj's  Sentiments  on  the  M 
As  I  am  Certain  nothing  will  break  the  Harmony  between  ni  i 
Militia  Except  the  Shortness  of  Provisions  &  A.mmnnition  ; 
which  if  we  are  well  supplied,  I  think  We  &  this  County  wi 
able  to  Defend  our  selves,  Except  an  uncommon  Number  o 
Enemy,  more  than  is  to  be  Expected  will  attack  us  As  to  the 
)>l<*  ag^  me  from  Sunbury,  I  hope  my  Short  Defence  laid  befbr 
Board  of  War,  together  with  the  Vouchers  from  Eminent  Oentl 
to  the  Contrary;  with  their  own  Contradictions  on  the  8i 
will  Sufficiently  Evince  your  Excellency  the  Charges  being  Mali 
k  Oroundless. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  Exact  return  from  the  04 
Lieu^  of  the  Militia  in  Actual  Servise,  otherwise  would  have  1 
mitted  you  a  return  of  the  Number  of  Rations  drawn,  but  am 
tain,  My  Regiment,  Militia,  Boatmen,  &  others  passing,  &  Repai 
Intitled  to  Provisions,  Amount  to  600  pr.  day  at  an  Avarage  I 
nestlv  request  your  Excellency's  Immediate  Answer,  with 
Special  Instructions,  Respecting  the  Different  matters  herein 
tained^  &  Conclude  with  Due  Respect 

Your  Excellencys  most  obedient 

Humble  Sev*, 

LUD.  WELTNER. 

Lt.  Col.  Commander  G.  Regimin 

Dtrectedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pen 
yania. 

Philadelphia 
^  Sec»y  Wyantt. 


Pres.  Eeed  to  C.  J.  McKean,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  May  9th,  178 
Sir, 

We  have  received  a  very  particular  Representation  from  the  i 
of  the  great  Inconveniencics  &  Injury  done  the  military  inteiei 
this  Country  by  the  Conduct  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  who  m 
take  to  judge  of  the  Expiration  of  the  Terms  of  Serrioe  oi 
Soldiery.  It  is  found  that  they  often  proceed  upon  the  looa 
inost  uncertain  Evidence  but  it  seems  to  perplex  the  Offioi 
injure  the  Service.  We  cannot  help  thinking  the  Justioes  aa 
a  Jurisdiction  only  vested  in  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Coo 
therefore  request  you  would  as  Opp'  offers  caution  them  against 
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btarftmee.  H'  Soott  of  Tork  Town  is  named  m  particmlarlj 
UiBtble  09  thia  Account 

The  General  complains  much  of  the  enpernnmertrj  Officers  giving 
Certifiottes  to  the  Soldiers  bnt  I  do  not  know  how  that  ean  be  pre- 
Tttted  the  Conseqoenoea  wonld  be  less  injurioos  if  the  Justices  did 
loi  aet  in  the  Matter. 

The  Desertion  of  the  Army  is  very  alarming  &  the  Officers  com- 
plain that  when  they  go  into  the  Country  they  get  little  Assist- 
iDN  from  the  oonrt  officers  &  people  perhaps  some  publick  Obserra- 
tkM  might  be  of  Use  with  such  Directions  as  may  be  proper  to  be 
pfet  to  the  Magistrate  &  Constables  to  apprehend  Deserters. 

Wo  hsTS  no  Newa  from  Charlestown  the  Marquis  de  Fayette  is 
aidtobe  arrived  at  Boston.  M' Jay  &  M'  Gerard  are  arriyed  at 
(Uii.  The  British  &  French  Fleets  of  21  and  28  Sail  are  out  so 
tbtweare.in  hourly  Expectation  of  some  important  Intelligence 
bm  tbit  Quarter. 

Be  pleased  to  present  me  respectfully  to  your  Colleague  k  believe 
■^  with  much  Esteem. 

Tour  most  obed.  &  very  Ilbble  serv.' 

J.  B. 

Ch.  Justice  M'Kean. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Col.  John  Piper,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  May  9th,  1780. 
Sir, 

.  Vour  Favours  of  the  8*^  April  &  by  Major  Cluggage  have  been 
^^^y  received. 

^  At  the  same  Time  there  came  down  a  Col.  M^'Leavy  with  a 

"^^tition  from  a  Number  of  lobabitaots  from  your  County.     The 

^^ount  of  his  Request  was  that  Relief  should  be  sent  to  the  Valley 

^i^ere  he  lives  &  he  proposed  it  should  be  done  by  Volunteers 

^^iving  Militia  Pay.     Major  Cluggage  belnff  present  in  Council 

y^J  leemed  to  differ  in  Opinion  ss  to  the  Mode  of  assisting  the 

^nnty  in  its  present  Distress  whereupon  they  were  desired  in 

^neert  with  M'  Soott  the  Member  of  Westmoreland  to  give  us  a 

^lan  for  the  Belief  of  the  County  at  the  same  Time  assuring  them 

^t  we  should  assist  with  Money,  Arms  k  Provisions  if  neoessary 

^^  a  Company  of  Rangers  should  be  raised  as  soon  as  Money 

^oold  be  procured  for  the  Purpose  of  which  we  have  daily  Kzpecta- 

^^oat.    Many  k  great  Difficulties  occur  in  calling  out  Militia  from 

the  inner  Counties^  but  still  we  should  not  hesitate  to  comply  with 
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thia  when  the  State  of  the  Militia  will  admit  in  the'mean  Time  wi 
recommended  the  getting  the  Militia  of  the  County  in  the  h&i 
Order  so  as  to  be  readj  to  repel  any  Incursions.  Col.  M^Leav] 
appeared  very  much  dissatisfied  &  has  returned  without  reoeiTinf 
our  Answer  or  settling  the  Affair  on  which  he  had  oome  down 
From  the  Temper  in  which  he  left  this  Place  it  is  probable  he  mj 
make  a  discouraging  Report  to  the  People  which  you  will  do  well  U 
explain.  In  the  mean  Time  to  give  all  the  Encouragement  in  on 
Power  we  have  appointed  the  Officers  of  the  rangiog  Company  J 
sent  up  to  be  employed  by  you  in  raising  the  Company  unlei 
the  Exigences  of  the  County  should  require  it  to  be  laid  out  fin 
immediate  Defence  &  Protection.  We  also  send  you  several  of  feh< 
Proclamations  lately  issued  &  as  Experience  has  fully  shewn  Ihi 
Inadequacy  of  every  Mode  of  Defence  heretofore  used  against  Uu 
Savages  we  hope  this  with  the  Enconragement  you  &  the  other  Gen 
tlcmcn  of  the  County  give  will  have  good  effects.  The  Officers  nom 
ioated  to  the  Companies  were  recommended  by  the  Members  oJ 
Assemblyi  wo  must  request  you  to  nominate  the  third  officer  if  sael 
Nomination  is  immediately  necessary.  But  as  the  Security  of  tlu 
County  is  the  great  Object  of  our  Care  if  the  Appointments  are  no< 
such  as  to  answer  this  End  we  hope  as  it  is  your  Duty  you  will  Isl 
us  know  it  in  Time.  We  observe  there  are  many  Complaints  againd 
Capt.  Cluggage  in  Col.  M^'Leavy's  Petition  which  we  wish  had  besfl 
presented  in  Time. 

Wishing  you  much  Safety  &  assuring  you  of  our  Intentions  tc 
render  you  every  necessary  Service. 

I  remain  Sir 

your  obed.  &  very  Hbble  Serv., 

J.  R. 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Michael  LYNDERMooDy  1780. 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Letter  of  the  6*^  Inst.*  k  laid  it  before  the  Coaod 
We  are  much  pleased  with  the  Spirit  shewn  by  the  Inhabitants  i 
described  in  your  Letter  &  are  resolved  to  give  them  all  possiU 
Enoouragem.  for  which  End  have  wrote  to  Col.  Morgan  to  give  yoi 
such  Assistance  of  Arms  &  Ammunition  as  may  be  necessary.  W 
hope  a  prudent  Use  will  be  made  of  them  Ik  that  as  the  Amu  ar 
publick  Property  Care  will  be  taken  that  they  shall  be  returned 
We  have  directed  the  Lieutenant  of  Northampton  to  raise  a  CoH 
pany  of  Rangers  immediately  &  intend  to  persevere  in  every  kind  a 
Relief  which  their  distressed  Circumstances  require  &  our  Afiii 
will  admit.   The  Want  of  Money  is  the  principal  Article  of  Neoetrit 

*  See  page  230. 
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owing  to  the  great  Delay  of  the  Taxes  voa  and  &  every  other  Friend 
to  hii  CooDtiy  &  these  poor  People  will  serve  it  efiectually  by  for- 
mdiBg  the  poblick  Taxes  every  Way  in  yonr  Power. 

I  am  Sir 

yonr  most  obed.  &  very  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  BEED. 

1780,  May  lO^^.    To  Mioh'  Lindemood  Esq'  Colonel  of  4^^  b-  of 
B.  Cor  HOitia. 


Prbs.  BsED  TO  TflOMAS  Edwards,  1780. 

Sir, 

lo  loswer  to  yonr  Letter  of  the  28*^  April  I  take  the  Oppo'  to 
inform  joa  that  it  is  the  Desire  of  Council,  that  you  will  settle 
tbe  Aocoont  alluded  to  without  Delay,  As  the  Whole  Money  stands 
darged  to  you,  it  is  expected  you  will  acquit  yourself  thereof  by 
ilMnnng  how  it  is  disposed  of,  &  it  may  be  proper  for  you  to  let 
tiiQie  unoog  whom  it  was  distributed  know  that  it  is  expected  they 
Ruder  an  Account  of  their  Trust,  as  soon  as  possible.  There  are 
Auditors  now  sitting  for  the  Settlement  of  the  publiok  Aeoounts  & 
the  EoeTDies  to  the  Cause,  &  Government  take  great  Occasion  to 
Rproach  ns  for  the  Neglect  we  have  shown  in  the  publiok  Accounts, 
&the  imputed  Misapplication  of  the  publick  monies.  Of  the  large 
8&m  isened  last  Fall  for  the  Purchase  of  Flour  of  which  you 
Koeived  a  considerable  Part,  not  one  Tenth  Part  has  been  accounted 
for.  From  hence  Government  is  censured,  &  private  Characters 
nffer. 

Ai  no  Flour  was  received  from  Lancaster  County  we  cannot  oon- 
^e  how  the  Charges  should  be  such  as  to  make  the  Residue  in 
yn  Hands  inconsiderable ;  but  whatever  it  is,  the  Justice  due  the 
Comtrj  requires  it  should  be  settled  &  paid.  Which  it  is  our  Desire 
1^  would  do  without  unnecessary  Delay. 

I  am  Sir; 

Tour  Hbble  Scvt. 
Hr.  Thomas  Edwards,  Lebanon. 


^OL.  VIIL— 11 
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]?BES.  Bbed  to  Col.  Jacob  Morgan,  178( 

Pbilad.  May  1( 
Sir, 

Col  Lyndemood  of  the  4^  BatUlion  of  Berks  County  '. 
sonted  to  us,  that  a  Number  of  the  InhabitaDtfl  of  No 
having  embodied  themselves  for  Defence  against  the 
roqaest  to  be  assisted  with  Arms  &  Ammunition  for 
Retam  of  which  they  will  give  Scoority.  We  think  so  1 
Spirit  ought  to  be  encouraged  &  therefore  direct  you  .to 
the  requested  Assistance  in  such  manner  as  to  relieve  t 
Justice  to  the  publick.  We  also  send  you  sundry  Proi 
whioh  should  be  glad  you  would  forward  to  suitable  Plaoc 

I  am  Sir, 

with  Esteem  &  Regard, 
jour  Obed.  Hbble.  Sevt 


Pab3.  Bbed  to  Brig.  Gen.  Irvine,  1780 

Dear  Sir, 

four  Favour  of  the  25  April  &  2*  Inst*  came  duly  J 
Hand.  We  are  sorry  that  a  Point  of  Punctilio  with  reip 
State  Agenty  should  be  taken  up  at  this  Time  of  Day, 
present  State  of  our  Affairs  when  Frugality  is  so  indispena 
sary.  Whatever  may  be  the  Custom  of  European  . 
certainly  rests  in  our  own  Opinion,  whether  such  an  Ap 
shall  be  derogatory  to  the  Character  of  an  Officer.  One  1 
very  sure  of  that  if  the  Person  who  is  to  undertake  it  i 
ported  &  respected  by  the  Officers,  his  Office  will  be  a  va 
if  not  an  impracticable  oue.  If  the  Thing  is  not  too  far  gone 
be  glad  you  would  confer  with  the  Baron  Steuben,  &  end 
divert  him  from  a  Measure  which  appears  to  ns  attended  i 
Inconveniences  without  any  real  advantage  to  balance  it. 
Time  I  would  write  myself,  but  I  have  no  Objection  to  j 
my  Name  &  Opinion.  Mr.  Swaine's  Conduct  is  by  no  Meai 
to  us,  but  if  you  have  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  23*  Mi 
you  will  find  that  tho'  nominated  by  us  he  is  an  Officer  of 
So  removable  only  by  the  Commander  in  Chief.  It  will 
fore  quite  acceptable  to  us,  if  his  Conduct  could  be  takei 
proper  Place  &  Justice  done  both  to  him  &  the  Publick. 
frequently  intimated  to  him  our  Desire  that  he  shoald 
Camp  but  it  has  not  had  the  desired  Effect. 

We  had  fluttered  ourselves  that  Desertion  had  nearly 

«  See  pages  20G,  225. 
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tkaghl  ovnelves  warranted  in  oor  Opinion  by  the  Estimate  of 
Stores  lately  aent  oa  in  which  oar  Line  was  computed  at 
Ofioen,  &  non-oommiaaioned  Offioera,  &  privates.  The  Jaatioea 

of  tha  Supreme  Court^  having  gone  upon  Circuit  we  have  reoom- 
meaded  to  them  in  the  Strongest  Manner  the  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
kterferenoe  of  the  Justicca  in  the  Case  of  discharging  Soldiers.  I 
aiB  olaarlj  of  Opinion  that  the  Justices  of  the  Supremo  Court  only 
ipoD  a  Habeas  Corpus  have  a  Right  to  determine  the  Expiration  of 
Berfioe,  &  would  advise  that  the  Officers  in  such  Case  should 
dcee&Uj,  &  respectfully  decline  their  Authority.  Gen.  Lacy  will 
iiite  to  you  on  the  Subject^  &  we  have  taken  particular  notice  of 
Mr.  Soott  of  York  Town. 

I  do  not  know  how  we  can  check  the  Supernumerary  Officers  but 
ifwooan  Stop  the  JuatiGes  their  Certificates  will  have  little  com- 
pintive  Effect. 

1  Host  acknowledge  my  good  Sir,  that  in  the  present  State  of  our 
pttblkk  Affairs  as  to  money,  I  see  no  Prospect  of  recruiting  the 
Niiober  of  Men  Baron  Steuben  calls  for,  We  must  therefore  con- 
Mr  in  some  Plan  for  levelling  the  Regiments,  I  am  sensible  it  is  an 
topleasing  Business,  but  the  all  powerful  Law  of  Necessity  admits 
of  no  Alternative.  I  am  told  that  at  this  Stage  of  the  Business,  The 
Tizet  are  found  too  burthensome  at  least  Relaxation  is  called  for 
wbieh  shows  they  have  been  imprudently  required  or  very  injuri- 
Mslj  withheld.  I  am  very  glad  you  are  likely  to  bring  your  affairs ' 
to IQ Issue;  I  think  it  is  quite  Time  it  should  be  settled,  &  your 
Ktok  determined,  &  have  no  Doubt  Justice  will  be  done.  Col. 
hnner  has  Orders  to  prepare  a  Quantity  of  Linnen  Overalls,  &  a 
Sopplj  of  Shirts,  which  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they  are  got 
'Mulj— Pray,  inform  me  with  Respect  to  Hats — if  you  can  do  with- 
out them,  till  the  Fall  Clothes,  it  would  be  best. — I  am,  with  much 
^•gird,  Tours,  Ac. 

hdaned,  May  10,  1780. 


?XTiACT  OF  A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  CoNQRESfl 

AT  Head  Quarters,  1780. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Congress  at  Head 
Qutrtera,  dated  10  May,  1780. 

.  'Unless  money  is  immediately  furnished  to  pay  for  the  Transporta'r 
^  of  Supplies  from  the  different  magazines  in  hired  Carriages,  and 
l^redeem  the  publick  working  Cattle  which  the  Farmers  in  every 
wrte?  hold  in  Pledge  for  the  Payment  of  their  Subsistence  through 
|oo  winter,  every  Plan  of  Supply  must  prove  nugatory,  and  all  we 
l^ve  done  or  can  do,  relative  to  the  arrangements  of  those  Depart- 
"'^ta  will  bo  inadequate  to  the  great  Object, 
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Such  are  the  accnranlatod  Distresses  of  the  Army  at  this  GoDJoM 
tare,  and  such  the  Effects  of  a  repetition  of  want,  that  it  baa  had  i 
very  pcmicioos  Influence  on  the  Soldiery ;  their  Patience  is  ezhanalei 
by  being  exposed  to  snch  frequent  Sufferings,  that  they  already 
begin  to  ascribe  to  a  Defect  of  resources  what  they  have  hitherto  beei 
taught  to  believe  was  from  accidental  Impediment.  Their  starriB] 
Condition,  their  want  of  Pay,  and  the  variety  of  Hardships  they  hav 
been  driven  to  sustain,  has  soured  their  Tempers,  and  produced  i 
Spirit  of  Discontent  which  begins  to  display  itself  under  a  Complerioi 
of  the  most  alarming  Hue.  If  this  Spirit  should  fully  establish  itaeU 
it  must  be  productive  of  some  violent  Convulsion  infinitely  to  oo: 
Prejudice  at  home  and  abroad,  as  it  would  evince  a  want  of  means 
or  a  want  of  wisdom  to  apply  them,  either  of  which  must  bring  on 
Cause  into  Discredit,  and  draw  in  its  Train  Consequences  of  a  Natim 
too  serious  to  be  contemplated  without  the  deepest  anxiety. 

On  examining  into  the  State  of  Provisions  in  Camp,  we  find  then 
18  not  more  meat  than  will  last  until  the  1 2th  Inst'.  M'  Blaine  k 
come  up,  and  we  learn  from  him  that  he  has  no  Prospect  of  ai 
immediate  Supply  of  this  Article.  The  only  resources  we  can  turn  ooi 
Eyes  to,  in  this  Exigency,  is  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  If  thfj 
fail  to  make  insiantaneous  Exertions,  for  the  relief  of  the  Army— 
we  will  not  pretend  to  say  what  may  be  the  Event — !' 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commissaries  General  of  Purchases  and 
Issues,  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  dated  Morristown,  9  Mayj 
1780— inclosed  in  the  above  mentioned  Letter  of  the  Committee. 

-  <  It  is  truly  distressing  to  us  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  &i 
Supply  of  Meat  will  be  totally  exhausted  on  Friday  next  at  farthest 
Tbe  Flour  here  wi'.l  suffice,  if  made  into  Bread,  as  has  lately  beea 
the  Practice,  for  fifteen  or  sixteen  Days,  and  by  advice  from  Trentoa 
we  ascertain  that  fifteen  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  are  at  that  Poatj 
and  on  the  road  from  thence  to  Camp ;  one  Hundred  Barrels  of  whiob 
Charles  Stuart  has  ordered  to  King's  Ferry  for  the  use  of  the  Oar 
riaon  at  West-poiot,  and  one  other  Hundred  to  be  delivered  to  thi 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  for  the  use  of  the  Prisoners  at  New* 
York  and  Long-Island.' 


Gen.  Gko.  Washington  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Morris  Town,  11th  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

It  has  been  represented  to  me,  by  Brig.  General  Irvine,  and  by  1J 
Col.  Hay  of  the  10th  Penn*  llegS  that  Michael  Everly,  a  Sergeant 
of  that  Reg*,  was  promised  an  Ensigncy  by  Col"  Hnmpton  for  lui 
extraordinary  exertions  in  inducing  (he  Soldiers  to  reinlist^  and  vpon 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVSS  1780.  241 

misj  oiber  Mnrioes.  From  the  above  oonndeimtiooy  and  from  the 
want  of  Sabalteni  Officers  in  the  Regt.,  I  would  reoommend  H' 
Et«Ij  to  the  promotion  which  has  been  promised  to  him|  and  whieh| 
if  eoaiBnned,  is  to  bear  date  the  1st  October^  1779. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respeoti 

Sir,  Y'  Excellency's  most  ob*  Ser?*^ 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Appointed  May  16, 1780. 
T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

Hit  Sxoellenej,  Got'  Beed,  Philad\ 


Feanois  Hopkinson  to  Prss.  RsEDy  1780. 

Philad%  11»*  May,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  request  the  Favour  of  jonr  Excellency  to  proenre  me  a  warraal 
^  Conndl  for  Nine  months'  Salary,  dne  the  16th  of  April  last,  as 
'«^  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

la  doing  which  you  will  greatly  oblige 

Your  Excellency's  most 

obedient,  humble  Servt., 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON.* 

[is  Bxoellenoy  President  Reed,  Phila. 


Sir 


Col.  Atlbb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Pequea,  May  11th,  1780. 


Agreeable  to  the  wish  of  Council,  I  have  seen  the  former  Lieu- 
^^tDt  in  Lancaster,  and  have  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  him  to 
^uh  the  Business  of  the  old  Department,  but  to  little  purpose.  ^ 

It  will  not  be  done  unless  some  proper  persons  were  authorised 
•^r-  that  purpose. 

This  being  done  I  flatter  myself  I  should  be  able  fully  to  answer 
^e  expectations  of  Council  with  respect  to  the  Militia  of  this  County. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  Yol.  XII.,  p.  49,  847. 
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The  people  who  have  served,  and  paid  creatl j  gramble  at  t1 
iUlities  (as  they  term  it)  shown  to  those  who  have  done  neithei 
think  it  hard  to  be  obliged  to  render  treble  service,  when  ni 
have  satt  at  Home,  and  reaped  every  Benefit  without  contribi 

The  above  business  being  finished  nothing  wou'd  be  wan 
render  us  respectable  herci  but  Arms  to  be  occasionally  pntt  ii 
Hands  of  the  Militia. 

The  Battalion  of  Lancaster  I  think  might  be  made  a  very  r 
able  one,  they  have  chosen  a  sett  of  exceeding  good  officers,  n 
them  such  as  have  been  in  the  Continental  Line,  the  remainde 
tlemen  of  Caracter,  who  are  determined  provided  they  meet  w: 
proper  encouragement  to  take  particular  pains,  and  wbh  to  fa 
most  in  service. 

Arming  this  Battalion  I  think  would  be  attended  with  goc 
sequences,  where  so  many  of  the  British  officers  are,  who  as  oj 
the  militia  meet,  view  our  enfeebled  situation,  and  no  doubt  ei 
every  opportunity  of  giving  information  thereof. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure,  and  for  whioh  I  shall 
Council,  if  Arms  cou'd  bo  ordered  roe  for  a  part  of  the  milii 
wou'd  bring  to  Life  the  dying  spark,  kindled  at  the  beginning 
glorious  Contest,  and  give  a  shock  to  the  Enemy,  who  woi 
immediately  apprised  of  it 

The  Officers  have  collectively  beg'd  I  would  request  it  of  d 
and  have  assured  me  the  greatest  care  shall  be  taken  to  ke 
Arms  fitt  for  Service. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  but  great  numbers  of  the  publick  an 
distributed  in  the  different  Counties,  these  cannot  be  got  at 
modes  prescribed  in  the  law  as  few  will  care  to  give  in  forma 
the  Magistrates.  I  shou'd  think  it  wou'd  be  best  for  Coun 
issue  their  proclamation  demanding  those  who  are  possessed  i 
arms  and  accoutrements,  under  such  penalties  as  Counciil  shall 
proper  to  deliver  them  forthwith  to  the  Lieutenants  of  the  di 
Counties,  and  therein  authorize  them  to  appoint  proper  pen 
search  for  and  seize  the  same* 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  and  the  Councills 

Most  Obed*.  &  very  Hblo  Scrv*. 

SAM.  J.  ATLl 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  Presid*  of  Conncill. 
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GxK.  JoHK  Abmstbokq  TO  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Carlisle  12«»  May,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  Ezoellencjs  faTour  of  the  18tli  alto,  is  come  to  hand  some 
time  igo,  nnce  the  receit  of  which  I  have  necessarily  made  ad 
ezeonioQ  thro,  some  parts  of  this  County,  and  have  not  failed  to 
itteopt  awakening  the  minds  of  all  that  came  my  way,  respcct- 
bg  the  necessity  of  expedition  &  pnnctuallity  of  paying  in  the  Tax, 
•  delinquincy  as  shameful  as  it  is  like  to  Ic  fatal  to  onr  affairs. 
I  shall  urge  &  I  believe  prevail  with  the  Board  here  to  issue  a  fresh 
areolar  letter  on  the  Occasion  to  the  Collectors,  who  in  my  Opinion 
are  greatly  in  fault  notwithstanding  the  various  appologies  by  them 
made,  the  greatest  whereof  is  the  money  due  them  from  the  Con- 
tioent  without  which  many  say  they  cannot  pay.  The  Treasurer  of 
this  County  tells  me  he  has  advanced  to  the  Staffe  department  near 
£60,000. 

Altho'  no  very  late  Indians  depredations  have  been  committed 

within  this  State,  yet  is  the  Situation  of  our  inhabitants  on  the 

Soaqoehanah  deplorable  indeed,  and  if  not  Speedily  relieved  I  should 

Mt  thmk  it  at  all  strange  if  by  next  Harvest  Carlisle  should  be  a  Fron* 

tier,  nor  is  their  One  Moment  to  be  lost  in  Sending  Troops  into 

that  Country  however  little  we  are  to  Expect  from  measures  merely 

^^feoflFei  which  in   the  first  instance  is  perhaps  all  that  can  bo 

pvoniised.     The  Militia  is  the  Only  refuge  I  presume  we  have,  to 

^io  withy  necessity  compels  the  measure,  and  if  nothing  in  the 

**7  of  State  Troops  (I  mean  now  to  be  raised)  can  be   done,  may 

^  some  of  our  Regiments  in  the  Line  be  procured  to  Strenthen,  & 

^  on  the  Militia.     In  Case  of  this  or  any  Other  effort  of  con- 

*^Uence  intended  for  the  Security  of  this  State,  let  me  recommend 

^  y  Excellencys  consideration   the  bearer  of  thb  Col.   Kichard 

^i^Uer,  a  very  Capable  &  well  disposed  Officer.     If  he  Should  be 

bought  of  for  a  Cummand  North  or  Westward,  you  will  no   doubt 

'Stallage  that  matter  with  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  Shall  only  at 

P^^esent   Say  that  of  this  Gentlcmans  discretion,  &  abilities  as  a 

Military  Officer  and   especially  in   this  back   Country  where  his 

^uaintanoe  must  give  him  an  advantage,  I  have  a  very  good 

opinion ;  and  on  an  interview  or  two  you  will  find  him  a  genteel 

^AD)  as  well  as  an  Officer  in  high  repute  thro'out  the  State. 

I  am  hurrying  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  &  under  private  diffi- 
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enUies  as  well  as  general  discoaragement,  to  get  down  to  Gongreai] 
hopeing  to  Bet  out  in  eight  days  or  thereabout. 

Aud  am  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellencjs  Most  hnmbl.  Serrt 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Armstrong  begs  leave  to  present  his  Compliments  bei|| 
lately  oome  down  from  GheaL  Gates,  whom  he  left  in  health. 

Direetedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire  President  of  the  State. 

Philadelphia. 

Fayotired  by  Coll  Richard  Butler. 


Council  to  Col.  Hannum,  1780. 

To  Cot  Hannum : 

Sir,  The  Council  having  had  a  general  account  of  the  murder  ^ 
H*"  Boyd,  of  your  County,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  m 
public  officer ;  And  being  determined  to  pursue  the  most  vigoroB 
and  effectual  measures  for  bringing  the  perpetrators  of  so  horrid 
crime  to  the  most  exemplary  punishment,  have  requested  M'  BnM 
ford,  the  bearer  hereof,  to  go  down  to  the  neighbourhood  where  til 
crime  was  committed,  and  collect  on  oath  a  full  account  of  it    B 
is  also  requested  to  obtain  an  exact  and  full  description  of  the  mi 
derers  (in  order  that  they  may  be  advertized)  as  it  is  probable  tk 
Council  will  issue  a  proclamation  for  apprehending  them.     Tk 
Council  request  you  and  the  good  people  of  your  neighbourhood  wi 
afford  M'  Bradford  every  assistance  and  civility  in  yonr  power. . 
am,  with  great  respect, 

Yonr  most  obcd^  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y.* 
Phila.  May  12,  1780. 

*  Soe  proclamatioh  in  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  page  849. 
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GsRL.  Wn.  Ibvine  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Gamp  near  Morristown  May  12th  1780. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  hm  the  honour  to  transmit  yonr  Excellency,  herewito,  certified 
TiitB  of  the  promotions  which  are  to  take  place  in  the  Division.  I 
hn  eyerj  reason  to  believe  thej  are  just,  as  the  mode  I  took  to 
meriain  k  adjust  them  was  to  issue  a  Division  Order  calliug  on  the 
Colonels  k  Adjutants  for  accurate  Rosters  &  Returns.  This  done  so 
pablickly  gave  every  officer  an  opportunity  to  lay  in  claims  if  they 
bad  my,  none  has  been  made.  I  also  inclose  a  Division  Returui 
Cdooel  Harmar  assures  me  Gen'.  St.  Clair  took  one  with  him  for 
the  Coaucil.  I  wish  to  know  whether  this  kind  of  Return^  or  what 
ii  ailed  an  Inspection  Return  will  be  most  agreeable,  the  latter  shows 
ioicletrer  point  of  view  the  state  of  the  Regiments  either  shall  be 
MQt  regularly.  I  need  not  urge  the  necessity  of  expediting  the 
forwardiDg  the  Commissions.  As  Couucil  must  be  sensible  how 
Buck  ipiht|  regular  promotion  gives  an  Army. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  EzooUency  Most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM :  IRVINE. 
Directed, 
Hii  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire. 


F&ANCis  HoPEiNBON  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Msy  12th  '80. 
ffir, 

I  in  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  Order  on  tho 
(nmiKr  in  my  Favour  but  beg  leave  to  point  out  an  Error  in  tho 
BoL  Nine  months  salary  at  £500  '^  An.  should  be  £875,  &  the 
fife  is  only  5>r  £S37  10  as  I  suppose  this  was  not  intended,  I  have 
i^kaed  the  order  for  Re-examination.  I  know  not  whether  it  is  the 
^1  of  Council  that  this  should  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  other 
**lttiefl  are  paid  or  in  tho  depreciated  Currency,  as  the  Order  now 
^ds  the  Treasurer  thinks  himself  authorised  to  pay  it  in  Continental 
pltn  only  at  {  ^  Doll'.  I  urge  nothing  but  wish  to  know  tho 
hitentions  of  Council. 

I  hare  the  Honour  to  be  with  all  respect  and  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient  and  humble  Serv^ 
^  PRA»  HOPKINSON.* 

Bi«  Exo'y  Presd'.  Reed. 

*  See  page  241. 
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University  op  Penn'a.  to  Pres  Reed,  1780: 

0  Aoademj  May  the  12th  17{ 

Sir, 

Wo  understand  from  the  Rev'  Doct'  Ewing  that  the  former '. 
of  the  College  are  in  tho  Conncil  Chamber,  and  as  a  proper  i 
for  preserving  decency  &  good  order  is  much  wanted,  joa  will  gi 
oblige  the  Professors  by  ordering  them  to  be  sent  to  them. 

The  Whitsun  Holidays  commencing  on  Monday  next  if  the  < 
mitteo  for  Repairs  would  order  some  to  be  made  in  the  english  s 
neoessary  before  any  of  the  latin  Classes  can  come  in  to  wzi 
would  give  aatiBfaction  to  the  Parente  of  the  youth  under  our  « 
obligei 

Sir,  your  very  Hbbl.  Servts. 

J.  CANNON, 
ROBT.  DAVIDSa 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Col.  Brodhead  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt  May  13th  178 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Mingoes  are  again  prevailed  on  by  English  Goods  &  ad 
to  disturb  onr  repose.  They  have  lately  killed  and  wounded  aa 
people  in  Westoioreland  County  &  the  Tracks  of  four  parliei 
been  discovered  on  that  frontier  within  the  last  four  Days,  aDC 
parties  of  Indians  have  crossed  the  Ohio  between  Logstown  and 
place  since  Morning. 

I  have  only  the  CuUings  of  the  last  years  men  left,  and  can  d 
very  little  to  prevent  their  incursions,  but  do  all  I  can. 

The  Delaware  Indians  continue  their  professions  of  Friendshji 
some  of  them  are  now  with  my  Scouts  but  having  nothing  but 
words  to  give  them  I  expect  they  will  soon  be  tired  of  this  Sen 

For  heavens  sake  hurry  up  the  Companies  voted  by  the  H< 
Assembly  or  Westmoreland  county  will  soon  be  a  wilderness. 

I  have  received  a  flemish  aco't  of  the  Regimental  Stores  p 
which  remain  at  Bedford,  as  soon  as  the  residue  comes  up,  I  will 
you  an  account  of  the  articles  rec''.  at  this  place. 

If  it  is  possible  prevail  upon  his  Excell'y  the  Commander  in 
to  send  up  only  fivo  bundled  good  regulars  and  I  will  pledg 
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TepaUtion  to  give  a  tolerable  accouot  of  the  Copperheads  provided 
proTisioDB  (which  are  verj  eoaroe)  are  faraiahed  in  tioia  for  an  Expe- 
ditioD. 

I  hire  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  legard  &  Esteem  your 
Exoellenciea 

Most  obed't.  Servt 
DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
P.  S.  Please  present  mj  respcctfull  Comp'ts.  to  Col*.  Jno.  Bayard. 

Dtrec/fJ, 
His  Szeell'y  Jos.  Beed  Esq'. 


Sec'ry,  Matlaok  to  J.  Batard,  1780. 

An  application  has  been  made  to  His  Exc'y  the  President,  by  Mr. 
Kinloek,  Delegate  in  Congress  from  8.  Carolina,  requesting  that  Mr. 
CuQOD  may  be  permitted  to  go  express  to  Charlestown  on  very  spo- 
cal  bosiness.  Tne  President,  unwilling  to  take  the  weight  of  a  refusal 
OQ  himself,  desires  a  board  of  the  Trustees  to  decide  on  the  appHea- 
tion  immediately.  His  Exc'y  the  Premdent,  Hn'ble  Vico  President, 
yoonelf,  D^.  Shippen,  M'.  Scarlc,  M'.  Muhlenburgh  and  myself  will 
fonn  a  board  if  you  will  please  to  tarry  after  this  conference  ends, 
the  answer  may  be  given. 

T.  M. 

Hn'ble  J.  Bayard,  Esq'. 


Jacob  S.  Howbll  to  Council,  1780. 

PhUadelphia  May  16th  1780- 
^Qcmen, 

The  Honorable  board  of  War  have  given  directions  for  a  Quantity 
tf  old  &  damaged  Clothing  to  be  disposed  of,  of  which  Indosed  is  a 
^)^hy  order  of  GeneralWilkinson  I  request  your  Honorable  board 
^be  pleased  to  grant  permission  for  the  City  Vendue  master  to  sell 
^i&  at  public  sale.  General  Wilkinson  would  have  made  the  appli- 
^n  himself  but  on  the  receipt  of  the  order  of  the  Board  of  War 
'^  Wis  in  his  Carriage  going  out  of  town. 
I  bave  the  Honor  to  oe,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient 
And  very  Humble  Servant 
^  JACOB  8.  HOWELL,  D.  C.  Ocn. 

Bib  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'.  President  of  the  supreme 
^S^oeative  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Board  of  Wab  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

#  War  Oflke,  May  17^  Vn 

Sir, 

I  have  the  HoDor  to  inclose  your  EzcelleDcy,  a  Letter  from 
tain  Alexander  of  the  7th  Pennsylvania  Regiment  on  the  aabji 
promotions,  which  has  reference  to  some  retams  lately  trantno 
the  Hon*  Council  from  Head  Quarters,— as  the  Board  have  no  JN 
to  justify  a  compliance  therewith,  they  request  yonr  Ezcelleoq 
be  pleased  to  furnish  them  with  snch  authority  as  may  be  neeei 
for  the  execution  of  the  Business. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect, 

Y'.  Excellency's 

Most  obed.  Hble  Senrt. 

JOSEPH  CARLETON  Secy.  If. 

By  order. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Chalonbr  and  White  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

PhUada.,  May  18,  171 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  your  Excellency  we  have  taken 
ticular  pains  to  inquire  what  fat  Cattle  were  for  Sale  in  the  yii 
of  this  City.  We  have  been  on  the  Meadows  &  Islands  below  I) 
and  find  but  few  fit  for  Slaughtering,  &  those  that  are,  the  pc 
on  whose  Farms  they  are  feeding  say  that  they  are  already  eng 
The  Cattle  that  now  are  feeding  in  a  general  way  are  not  yet 
but  will  in  a  few  Weeks  be  of  good  quality.  To  slaughter  aooh 
either  private  or  publick,  we  think  is  incurring  a  public  los0. 

We  are  your  Excellency's  most 

Obedt.  h'ble  aervts., 

CHALONER  &  WHITE,  A  Cof.  ] 

His  Exoell'y,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
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Matihsw  Smith  to  Pres.  Rebb,  1780. 

Norfthamberland  TowD|  Maj  18th;  1780. 

Itm  tmbappy  Enough  to  Toform  yon  tho  Savage  Enemy  hayo  on 
Ae  16th  Inst.,  made  a  Stroke  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  mnoh  Dis- 
taoi'd  County  at  Bnffiiloe  Valley.  At  French  Jacob  Grocong^s 
Milb  fonr  Men  kill'd,  viz.,  Jno.  Forster,  Jun., — Eytz wilier,  James 
Chtnbers  &  Samuel  M'Laughlen.  The  Enemy  Got  only  one  of  the 
Solps.  The  Neighbouring  Inhabitants  on  hearing  the  fireing 
BriiUj  tnm'd  out  and  pursued  the  Enemy  Very  Braye,  But  was 
not  Able  to  Overtake  them,  the  Inhabitants  have  stood  here  Indeed 
bnger  than  Could  Been  Expected,  were  it  not  Desperation.  But, 
Rr,  unless  Some  Support  Can  be  Instantly  afforded  the  State  must 
Bkortlj  Count  one  County  less  than  formerly — which  God  forbid. 
I  Refer  you,  D'  Sir,  to  the  Bearer,  Gen.  Potter,  for  further  Infor* 
Bition,  as  he  waits  on  horse  Back,  whilst  I  write  this  Imperfect, 
Kstress'd  Aocct.  Provisions  none.  Cash  none,  nor  Can  it  Be  had  in 
tUspkce.  Gen.  Potter's  Accts.  from  this  place  to  the  Hon'ble,  the 
Anenblj,  which  I  Doubt  not  you  will  see.  Will  fully  satisfy  you  of 
tbe  Btate  of  this  place.  - 

I  am,  I>  Sir,  your  most  Obt.  Humble  Servt., 

MATTHEW  SMITH. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq^  President  of  the  State  of 
^eDDsjlvania. 
^*  Gen.  Jas.  I'otter. 


^f  Sir, 


Col.  Brodhbad  to  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  May  18th,  1780. 


Iim  honored  with  your  favor,  in  Council,  of  the  29th  ultimo.,* 
^d  im  happy  in  the  assurance  that  the  Delaware  Indians  were  not 
^eerned  in  the  Murders  of  our  Inhabitants,  as  was  at  first  expected, 
^the  contrary  some  of  them  act  with  our  Scouts,  and  seem  very 
^^f^riB  of  discovering  the  Enemies  parties.  And  I  have  great 
!^**oa  to  believe  that  a  coneiderable  number  will  join  me  upon  the 
■^t  capital  enterpriae  I  can  undertake. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  our  Treasury,  &  of  course  resources, 
^  ao  low  as  to  prevent  our  raising  the  necessary  Troops  to  Defend 
^^^^'^Ifes  agunst  the  Incursions  of  a  few  Savages.    But  I  trust  the 

*  See  page  218. 
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worst  is  past  and  we  may  expect  a  great  plenty  of  every  neceasaiy 
the  close  of  this  Campaign. 

You  may  rely  on  my  giving  an  equal  protection  to  Westmoreki 
whilst  the  means  are  in  my  power.  Bat  as  the  Commissaries  a 
forbid  making  Purchases  of  future  supplies,  I  expect  my  endeavqi 
will  soon  be  at  an  end  for  want  of  Provisions.  In  this  exigefi 
I  shall,  however,  venture  to  direct  the  purchase  of  such  provuiQi 
as  may  be  necessary  to  subsist  my  Troops,  but  the  public  credit  ii  i 
much  wasted  that  1  fear  it  cannot  be  had  without  great  difficoltj. 

The  encouragement  given  by  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Couam  '. 
ffreat,  and  I  wish  it  may  have  the  desired  eflfect,  but  I  appreban 
that  it  will  be  construed  into  a  License  to  take  off  the  Scalnij 
Bome  of  our  friendly  Delawares,  and  produce  a  general  Indian  Wa 
I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  influence  of  the  Delaware  Councils  Of^ 
near  twenty  different  Nations,  and  it  is  for  tha^  reason  only  whyj 
much  notice  has  been  taken  of  them.  There  arc  villains  amoofl 
them  as  well  as  other  People,  but  it  must  be  oonfest  that  tlifi 
Councils  have  been  steady,  and  their  young  men  serviceable,  anl : 
a  small  asBortment  of  Goods,  Paint  &  Trinkets  could  be  had  for  ttiai 
they  might,  in  my  opinion,  be  brought  to  take  a  full  benefit  of  yoi 
proclamation.  But  paper  money,  without  goods,  they  cannot  l 
taught  to  consider  as  a  proper  reward. 

The  Hon'ble  Congress  has  done  me  great  Honor  by  the  attentioi 
paid  to  my  situation  with  regard  to  the  troublesome  part  of  th 
Inhabitants,  and  the  imprudence  of  a  neighbouring  set  of  Justioes 
And  I  have  a  happy  presage  that  by  its  intervention  things  will  b 
reduced  to  a  degree  of  certainty  on  this  side  the  Alleghany  Hill. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect  &  esteemi 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedt.  Scrvt., 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD, 

Colo,  commanding  W.  D. 

His  Excellency,  Jos.  Heed,  Esq. 


Saml.  J.  Atlee  to  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

Pequea,  May  19th,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  find  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  Companies  properly  oflicerc 
in  some  part  of  the  County,  owing  to  the  irregularities  in  the  form* 
Lieutenancy.  The  best  men  are  much  sour'd,  and  will  neitb<f 
accept  of  Command  or  appear  at  Elections,  untill  the  delinqneO* 
under  the  late  Law  have  been  obliged  to  pay  the  Fines  iucurr'd  C 
their  non-performance  of  Military  Service,  &c. 
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I  bave  attended  several  Elections  and  have  been  obliged  peremp- 
torilj  to  refuse  reporting  to  Council  sundry  persons  chosen. 

Few  freeholders  attend ;  the  Choice  made  dj  such  as  Montosquietl 
Jenribes  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws  "  to  be  in  so  mean  a  situation  is  to  be 
^       deemed  to  have  no  will  of  their  own/'  and  consequently  fell  upon 
I       neh  as  were  not  fit  to  Command^  and  some  of  infamous  carracters. 
-|  I  have  deferred   nominating  Officers  to  Council,  in  expectation 

^  tbtlshall  prevail  with  the  principal  Inhabitants  to  meet  and  choose 
j  for  tbemselves.  I  hope  at  length  to  succeed,  having  assured  them 
1  thai  Council  will  endeavour  to  have  the  outstanding  Fines  collected ; 
S  tUs  being  compleated  I  expect  I  shall  have  little  difficulty  in  eze- 
^~       cotiDg  my  office. 

The  purchasing  departments,  from  the  prices  of  the  articles  being 
idpdated,  I  fear  Bir,  cannot  succeed,  higher  prices  in  hard  Money 
In  pven  in  the  Country  for  Com,  Oats  and  Ilay  than  allow'd  by 
'  Coonirill  in  their  Instructions  to  be  given  in  the  new  money  to  be 
emitted.  Untill  the  Credit  of  the  new  money  can  be  fully  established 
higher  pices  must  be  ffiven  in  that  than  are  demanded  and  received 
'        in  Spetne,  or  little  will  ne  purchased. 

I  am;  Sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  Aespeot, 

Your  Exoellenoy's  most  obed. 

and  veryH'bblo  Servt.^ 

i  SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 

Bis  Exoollenoy;  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
'«m»ylvania. 


Sir. 


Circular  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  May  19%1780. 


Congress  havo  received  ant}ientio  information  that  his  most  Chris- 
^ti  Majesty  is  preparing  to  send  a  powerful  Naval  and  Land  force 
^  M)me  part  of  the  Continent  of  North  America.  This  force  gene- 
^^ly  ealcnlated  either  to  produce  a  diversion  in  onr  favor,  or  to 
^^i^ward  the  operation  of  our  arms  by  being  directed  to  the  same 
^^ject)  may  either  by  our  Exertions  be  made  the  means  of  delivering 
^^¥  Country  in  the  course  of  the  Campaign  from  the  ravages  of  war, 
^^  being  rendered  ineffectual  through  our  supineness  serve  only  to  sully 
^«ie  reputation  of  our  arms,  to  defeat  the  benevolent  intention  of  our 

f^t  ally,  and  to  disgrace  our  Confederacy  in  the  Eyes  of  all 
«nrope. 
^Tery  State  that  reflects  upon  the  depreciation  of  thecurrenoyi  and 
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thair  own  doficieocy  in  the  payment  of  their  taxes  must  neoi 
conclude  that  the  Treasary  is  exhausted. — ^The  Military  depai 
are  at  a  stand  for  the  want  of  money  to  put  them  in  motion 
gross  have  no  resources  but  in  your  spirit  and  virtue,  npoi 
they  confidently  rely.  You  know  the  value  of  the  priso  for 
you  contend,  nor  need  you  be  informed  how  much  you  are  int 
in  a  speedy  termination  of  this  distressing  and  expensive  war. 

But  as  the  smallest  disappointment  in  the  requisitions  the; 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequences,  they  h 
deavoured  so  to  limit  their  demands  as  not  to  exceed  your  pc 
comply  with  them. 

The  sum  for  which  you  are  called  upon  by  the  within  res 
they  flatter  themselves  you  will  furnish  to  the  Treasuir 
fifteenth  of  June  at  furthest  without  neglecting  to  disons] 
orders  that  have  been  drawn  upon  you  for  the  whole  of  whi 
will  receive  credit  on  your  account  of  taxes  due  on  the  first  oi 
last 

As  this  money  is  absolutely  necessary  to  put  the  army  in 
independent  of  the  purchase  of  provisions,  we  trust  you  will 
means  remit  your  attention  to  the  forwarding  your  quota  of  si 
which  the  present  exigency  renders  more  requisite  than  ever. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  suggest  to  you  that  if  a  stri 
immediate  collection  of  taxes  should  be  insufficient  to  proe 
necessary  sums  within  the  time  limited^  it  may  perhaps  b 
speedily  obtained  by  loans. 

Congress  for  the  greater  dispatch  have  thought  it  ezp« 
appoint  a  committee  to  assist  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  c 
out  supplies.  As  their  powers  will  be  inadequate  to  the  par] 
their  appointment  unless  they  shall  derive  force  from  the  S 
whom  they  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  applying,  the 
earnestly  request  you,  if  you  should  find  it  inconvenient  to  o 
your  Sessions  to  lodge  such  powers  in  your  Executive,  or  soi 
of  your  Legislative  body,  as  will  enable  them  at  this  inti 
period  on  the  application  of  the  Committee  to  call  forth  the 
oes  of  your  State. 

Congress  trust  that  these  requisitions  will  not  appear  unne 
when  compared  with  the  information  on  which  they  are  gn 
In  the  importance  of  which  they  doubt  not  that  you  will  find 
eient  apology  for  the  demand  and  the  warmth  with  whu 
intreat  you  to  carry  these  measures  into  immediate  execution 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Prem 

m 

His  Excellency  President  Beed. 
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GsNL.  £kox  to  Prxs.  BeeDi  1780. 

Morris  Towd,  19**  May,  1780. 

iWSir^ 

Ibave  received  yonr  Excellencj^s  favor  of  the  10**  instant,  res- 
peetiog  the  iDcorporation  of  the  loose  companies  ielonging  to  the 
State  of  Pennajlvania,  with  Col.  Proctors  resiment.  This  has  been 
•0  ardently  my  wish,  that  I  have  endeavor'd  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  to  have  it  effected,  and  so  long  ago,  as  the  30'*  of  last  Jana- 
mry,  1  wrote  preasingly  to  the  board  of  war  on  the  subject,  but  I 
1)170  sot  received  any  answer  from  them. 

I  inform'd  the  board,  that  late  Lee's  and  Porters  companies,  had 

iMen  part  of  Col.  Lambs  battalion,  since  its  first  formation,  and  that 

it  would  be  injorioas  to  take  those  companies  from  it,  without  giving 

it  to  equivalent,  therefore  I  proposed  that  New  Jerscv  should  be 

call'd  upon  by  Congress,  to  raise  two  companies  of  artillerymen,  to 

Im  added  to  Lambs  in  lieu  of  Porters  and  Lees.     There  could  not 

luTo  been  any  impropriety  in  this  measure,  as  New  Jersey  have  had 

two  oompanies  of  artillery  in  the  field  from  January  '77,  to  last  Jan- 

luiy,  when  the  times  of  engagement  of  almost  all  the  men  ezpir'd. 

1  should  suppose  policy  would  induce  this  State,  to  raise  the  oompa- 

niea  immediately  on  a  requisition  of  Congress.     However,  nothing 

baa  yet  been  done  with  respect  to  the  matter. 

A  committee  of  Congress  are  in  Camp,  to  make  every  arrangement 
^bich  shall  be  thought  necessary ;  I  shall  lay  this  subject  before 
them,  and  do  not  conceive  of  any  further  difiiculty  than  what  I  havo 
meotioo'd,  of  the  injury  Lambs  regiment  will  sustain ; — I  cannot 
■oppose  Colonel  Procters  officers,  can  have  any  reasonable  objectiona 
ttall  the  vacaneies  in  that  regiment  are  filled  up.  It  is  my  earnest 
^h  that  the  whole  Corps  of  Artillery  should  be  as  completely  or- 
i^Vd  as  the  nature  of  the  establishment  will  admit,  and  nothing 
^  uy  part  shall  be  wanting  to  effect  it. 

The  field  pieces  borrowed  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the 
Oontineiit,  can  be  return'd  without  any  inconvenience  to  the  Publio 
^^rviee.  I  believe  there  are  two  under  that  description  now  in  the 
P^k,  I  do  not  know  whether  there  were  any  more  borrowed,  if  there 
^ould  have  been,  and  your  Excellency  can  obtain  the  marks  of 
^em,  and  an  order  from  the  board  of  War  for  their  delivery,  I  shall 
^ke  particular  pleasure  in  returning  them  to  the  State,  in  perfect 
^Gpair  with  my  hearty  thanks,  for  the  services  they  have  rendered. 

I  am  with  much  respect.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  £xcellencys  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

H.  KNOX. 

Erected,    His  Excellency  President  Beed. 
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Fres.  BeSd  to  Pbes.  Powell,  of  Massachusetts 

1780. 

Sir, 

• 

We  are  iDformed  that  one  Samuel  Chapman,  a  Subject^ 
State,  who  joined  the  British  Army  in  December,  1776,  & 
Commission  in  that  Service,  has  been  captured  by  a  Vessel  tt 
&  carried  into  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  &  is  treated  l 
Indulgence  due  only  to  Officers  of  a  different  character, 
attainted  in  this  State,  &  peculiarly  obnoxious  as  an  OIBm 
Corps  employed  in  harassing  the  Inhabitants,  stealing  Hortfet,* 
like  Practices,  we  request  he  may  not  be  exchanged,  in  the  or 
Course,  but  kept  untill  a  favourable  Opp^  offers  to  bring  hii 
thin  State,  that  he  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  his  Demdkt 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem  &  regard^ 

Sir^  Your  most  Obed.  & 

very  HbbL  Servt. 
JndoneS. 

May  19,  Hon.  Jeremiah  Powell  Esq.,  Pres*  of  Mass.  Bay. 


Isaac  Roach  to  Capt.  Boys,  1780.* 

Sir, 

I  have  the  plasure  of  Informing  you  of  my  Arriveing  Safe 
place  yesterday.     Wo  have  heard  no  Intillagance  of  anv 
Enemies  Boats— only  one  that  was  Drove  a  Shore  a  few  milai 
Southward  of  Gape  henlopen,  the  Crew  supposed  to  be  loal  j 
or  six  men  has  been  found  on  the  Beach  Drownded ;  this  hq 
about  ten  Days  ago.     Our  Beef  &  pork  Is  half  Expended, 
made  application  to  Major  Fisher  for  a  Supply  &  he  has  pn 
to  famish  me  with  it.     I  shall  wait  here  a  few  Days  to  C 
several  Shallops  from  this  place  up  the  Bay,  Which  I  hope  wil 
with  your  approbation.     I  have  not  been  able  to  get  any  mioi 
as  yet    Haveing  not  to  ad,  I  have  the  Hon'  to  subscribe  m 

Sir,  your  very, 

Hum"  Serv*, 

ISAAC  ROA( 

On  board  the  Dclawar  Schooner,  in  lewistown  Creek,  Ma 
1780. 

Directed, 
lo  Nathan  Boys,  Esqr.,  at  Philadelphia. 
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RXSOLUTION  OF  COKGBESS,   1780. 

In  Congress,  May  19«  1780. 

dfedy  That  tbe  States  of  Yirginia,  Maryland,  Delaware,  Penn« 
iiyNew  Jerseji  New  York,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  Massa- 
i  bay  &  New  hampshire  be  most  earnestly  called  on  to  coUedt 
iMothe  continental  treasury,  immediately  if  possible,  k  at  all 
Ufliin  30  days  from  this  time,  ten  millions  dollars  for  the 
pwrpose  hereafter  mentioned,  in  the  following  proportions ; 
fttents  to  be  credited  to  the  said  States  respectively  on  their 
ijf  Ittoney  due  to  the  United  States  to  the  first  of  March  last,  viz., 

1,958,200 
1,234,350 

132,800 
1,796,950 

703,950 

585,950 
1,328,050 

156,250 
1,796,950 

312,450 


ifsey 
irk 

tient 
bland 
lioaetts  bay 
tnipshire 

Ired,  that  bills  be  immediately  drawn,  under  the  direction  of 
id  of  treasuiy,  on  the  honble.  Doct'  B.  Franklin  for  25,000 
the  hon^'  John  Jay  for  25,000,  payable  at  sixty  days  sight ; 
ley  bo  offered  for  sale  in  Massachusetts  bay,  Rhode  Island, 
tient,  Pensylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia  in  the  following 
bnn,  vis. : 

laaettsbay   .....  20,000 

bhiid 

tio«t 

Ivania 

nd 

«        ■ 

I 


8,000 
8,000 
10,000 
5,000 
4,000 

Ived,  That  the  money  to  be  raised  as  aforesaid  be  appropriated 
lied  solely  to  the  bringing  the  army  into  the  field,  &  forward- 
r  supplies  in  such  manner  as  the  exigency  and  nature  of  the 
nay  require. 

ked.  That  the  committee  at  head  quarters  be  directed  to 
I  the  drawing  forth  the  supplies  for  the  States,  required  by 
htion  of  Congress  of  the  25  of  Feb'y  last,  as  the  exigency 
B  of  the  service  of  the  case  may  require,  and  the  commander 
shall  judee  them  necessary. 

in  case  of  any  extraordinary  emergency,  more  of  any  of  the 
enumerated  in  the  said  r^Mlation  ahali  become  necessary 
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« 

tban  18  tberein  provided  for,  Thai  the  sud  eonmiitteey  wiA  tl 
of  the  commaDaer  in  chief,  do  apply  to  the  LegisUtorei  or  c 
powers  of  any  of  the  States  aforesaid,  h'om  New  Hampdnn 
ginia  iDclusiTe,  as  may  be  most  oooTenient,  to  have  them  imn 
purchased  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  or  otherwise  ] 
on  the  credit  of  the  same,  if  necessity  shall  so  require. 

That  the  said  com**  give  directions  for  procuring  any  otbe 
not  provided  for  in  the  said  resolution  of  the  25  of  Feb'y,  i 
exigency  of  the  service  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  codud 
chief,  render  necessary,  &  direct  the  proper  application  to 
magbtrates  of  any  of  the  States  for  obtaining  them  in  sooh 
as  shall  not  admit  of  delay. 

That  the  said  com**  be  also  authorized  to  give  assnrano 
any  of  the  aforesaid  articles  shall  be  purchased  or  otherwise  ] 
on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  that  the  just  value  of  t 
shall  be  paid  with  interest  at  6  per  cent.,  as  fast  as  money  can  I 
for  that  purpose. 

That  the  said  com**  report  their  proceedings  to  Gongnoi 
fortnight. 

Resolved,  That  the  Legislatures,  from  New  Hampshire  to  !^ 
inclusive,  be  requested  to  invest  their  executive  authoritTi, 
other  persons,  with  such  powers  as  will  enable  them  on  the 
tion  of  com**  aforesaid,  to  draw  forth,  at  this  critical  pa 
resources  of  the  State. 

Extract  from  the  minntes, 

GHA.  THOMSON,  i 


In  Congress,  May  20^,  1 
Besolvcd, 

That  the  several  States  be  earnestly  requested  to  forwai 
quotas  of  Troops  to  join  their  respective  corps  of  the  Army 
as  possible. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GHA.  THOMSON,  8 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1T80.         ' 

In  Congress,  May  20*,  1 

An  Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assemblj 

Common weslth  of  Pennsylvania  was  laid  before   Gongre 

porting  that  «  M'  Peale,  M'  Blewer,  M*  Haves,  M'  Wynk 

J.  Anderson,  M'  Orr,  M'  Smith,  M'  Jones,  M'  Dresbaoh,  1 

*  See  Col.  BeCyToL  XIL,  p.  860. 
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^M'  SImd,  ft  H'  Martin  were  appoinied  a  Cominittee  to  confer 
th  CoDgreaS;  in  company  with  a  Committed  of  the  Supreme  £xeo- 
iffv  Coancil,  on  the  eabject  of  the  loan  Office  oertifioates  issued  by 
I  OCoen  of  the  state  department/' 

Bflsolyed,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
itboTc  Committees. 

Iks  members  chosen,  M'  Elsworth,  M'  Houston,  and  M'  Ilenrj. 

Extract  from  the  mioutes, 

GEO.  BOND,  Dep'j  Sec'y.* 


P.  Pbnet  to  Council,  1780. 

lb  the  Hon^'  Got"  ft  Council  of  PennsyWania. 

■titmen : 

Ibe  misfortunes  I  suffered  on  board  the  Confederacy  having 
uU  my  arrival  in  Europe,  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  it  is  out  of  my 
nt  to  send  at  present  the  five  thousand  Fusees  conformable  to  the 
B«of  my  Treaty  with  yon  :  they  were  to  bo  dispatch'd  in  January 
t|  I  arrived  in  France  only  in  March,  &  are  now  here  in  the  store- 
Mi  Knowing  your  immediate  want,  I  wou'd  fain  forward  them 
joa  though  the  Time  for  their  Expedition  is  pass'd :  But  no 
all  nor  men  can  be  found,  they  are  in  the  Government  Service. 
riU  I  went  to  Versailles  to  sollioit  an  Exemption  for  some  of 
m,  my  sollioitation  was  not  Granted.  The  Iloyal  Navy  must 
tthe  Preference  is  all  what  is  urged  at  this  Time  :  Consequently, 

(Srenlation  of  Commerce  is  intercepted.  My  House  was  forc'd 
ikarter  our  vessels  to  the  King  four  months  before  my  arrival  in 
we.  But,  we  hope,  our  disagreeable  Circumstances  are  soon  to 
iiler'd.  By  the  first  opportunity  as  soon  as  I  can  find  a  good 
bg  vessel  in  this  place  bound  to  your  Parts,  I  will  ship  your 
fksli. 

'•  most  inform  you  that  I  am  determined  to  stay  here  during  the 
■  For  your  advantage,  &  that  of  the  Americans  in  General,  I 
>  sadeavour  to  promote  every  Opportunity  tending  to  give  you 
ibstion.  An  exact  &  immediste  compliance,  as  much  as  possible, 
^  your  orders  is  what  I  recommend  to  my  House;  I  shall  be 
|9  to  receive  them  &  continue  to  be  your  constant  Correspondent. 

bespoke  your  Standards  in  Paris ;  I  expect  them  every  day. 
J  will  be  sent  to  you  by  some  French  frigate.  Cap^  Sam^  Smith, 
I  has  been  ready  to  sail  for  some  time,  will  deliver  to  you,  as  soon 
•  arrives  in  Philadelphia,  the  seals  representing  the  arms  of  your 
is.  As  you  desir'd,  they  were  cngrav'd  at  Paris. 
Jtn  you  to  appoint  a  Commercial  sgent  in  France,  I  beg  you 

*  See  Col.  Roc.,  Vol.  XXL  p.  860. 
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wpnld  bestow  that  Honor  npon  me.    Your  Eioeliency 
as  to  promiae  me  before  my  departure  yon  would  make  a  n 
my  Fa?or  in  your  Council.     If  I  oould  be  so  happy  aa  toobt 
mark  of  your  Confidence,  my  Conduct  would  soon  e?ino6  thi 
&  Propriety  of  your  choice. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  bo,  with  profound  Respect 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient,  devote 

Humble  Servant, 

P.  PE] 

Nantes,  the  20th  May,  1780. 


Capt.  Allsn  M*Lanb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  of  Elk, 

May  20*  ] 

Sir, 

A  desire  to  be  comprehended  by  the  State  of  penoelvauaa 
their  oflisors.  induces  me  to  trouble  your  Ezceli'y  to  lay  mj 
before  the  Honourable  House  of  Assembly.  I  flatter  my  i 
will  think  with  me  i  have  every  necesory  pretention  to  the  i 
the  State;  it  is  the  place  of  my  nativity ;  i  have  long  made 
mind  to  remove  my  residance  their.  As  i  wass  under  tha  ni 
of  Disposing  of  my  property  in  pensylvania  or  deleware,  i  c 
sell  out  in  deleware,  and  directly  after  the  Enemy  Evacuate 
remioved  my  family  to  the  City,  ware  tbay  now  breathe. 

It  is  true  i  had  the  misfortune  to  live  in  delewsre  when  I 
commission  in  one  of  the  additional  Reg**.  When  the  ami 
took  place  i  Requested  to  be  annexed  to  the  Delaware  Reg;<,i 
injured  in  point  of  rank  in  the  one  I  had  served  in ;  the  Hi 
gross  was  pleased  to  annex  me  to  Maj''  Lee's  Corps.  I  am  ( 
offisor  of  said  Corps  that  is  not  provided  for  by  some  one  Stl 

I  am  now  on  my  march  to  the  Southward,  and  may  a 
another  opertunity  of  having  my  situation  considered. 

Should  you  take  up  Idea  and  present  my  request,  tlit 
will  be  acknowledged  by  your  Exell*  most  obed.  Scrv*, 

ALLEN  M'Li 
Directed^ 
His  EiceWcj  Joseph  Read;  Esq.,  President  State  Pensilv 
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Samuel  Bba  to  President  Reed,  1780. 

Haj  it  please  your  Elxeellency : 

I  embrace  this  Opportunity  by  the  Rev'  M**  Treat,  to  inform  your 
EzeeUencyy  that  sioce  my  last.  Signed  by  Mr.  Ordt,  the  V6^^  Ins^ 
That  Col.  Bond,  of  New  Jersey,  Lavcing  reccved  Intclcgonce  that  a 
hrtj  of  Torries  on  the  12th  Instant  had  appointed  to  meet  near  the 
Water  Gap  of  Delaware  in  this  Township,  and  from  thence  make  ofif 
to  the  Indians  Headed  by  a  Certain  Robert  Land,  late  of  Cashectong, 
la  old  offender,  whom  I  had  made  Return  of  aboat  2  years  ago  to 
C(roDcil,and  was  Confined  some  time  in  Easton  Goal  i  but  at  the  last 
Sopreme  Court  of  this  County  has  been  admitted  to  Bail,  as  the 
judge  did  not  find  bis  name  in  the  Proclamation.  Col.  Bond  having 
iMmd  out  the  very  time  of  their  march,  placed  a  few  Volunteers  in 
Amlnuh,  who  foro'd  upon  them  and  Wounded  two  of  the  enemyi 
upon  which  two  of  them  were  made  PrisonerB,  viz* :  Ralph  Morden 
iM  a  British  Prisoner,  who,  it  seems,  had  leave  to  run  at  large ; 
tkj  had  each  of  them  near  30  *^  of  Flour  on  their  Backs.  Land, 
'daaild,  was  seen  to  fall  when  fired  upon,  and  dropt  his  knapsack, 
Beaver  hat  &Gane;  'tis  supposed  he  was  Mortally  wounded,  as  there 
wii  plenty  of  blood  discovered  next  morning  3  dilligcnt  search  has 
ken  made,  but  to  no  purpose;  ,tis  thought  he  was  either  killed  or 
OoQTeyed  away,  Probably  by  the  Tories,  as  a  number  of  them  reside 
Bnr  the  Place  where  the  action  hapn'd.  Morden,  it  seems,  made 
■NDe  Confession,  but,  as  the  particulars  have  not  come  to  hand, 
•Mot  favour  you  therewith. 

I  am  Likewise  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  when  the  Alarm 
rf  the  Inhabitants  when  Gilbert's  Mills  was  burnt,  and  the  People 
Captivated,  the  Sub  Lieut,  in  that  Quarter  have  called  upon  and 
pheed  near  100  Men,  and  stationed  them  near  the  Lehi  Gap,  under 
CW.  Kern. 

And  as  the  Township  of  Lower  and  upper  Smithfield  &c.,  remains 
H  yet  unguarded,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  my  Lett''  of  May  1st. 
Have  called  upon  the  next  Class  in  rotation,  under  the  new  arrange- 
^t,  to  maroh  to  their  relief  1  must  again  renew  my  request  to 
Council  for  a  supply  of  Ammunition,  as  what  hath  come  to  hand  is 
A^j  exhausted  to  the  needy  Inhabitants,  that  lived  most  exposed 
to  danger;  so  that  but  very  litle  remains  to  supply  the  Militia  in 
^^^,  As  the  Returns  of  all  the  Officers  names  in  the  several 
^ttlee  of  this  County,  is  not  yet  compleated,  must  defer  that 
'^r  to  some  future  Opportunity.  I  have  wrote  to  Col.  Kern  for 
j|^  exact  list  of  the  Men  under  his  Command,  which  will  shortly  be 
Y^nsmitted  to  your  Excellency.  I  am  your  Excellency's  most 
<^Dedient  &  most  Humble  Servant, 
^  SAML.  REA,  Lieut. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Executive 
v-onncil  of  Pennsylvania,  Pbiladulpbia. 
?  favour  of  the  Rev*  M'  Treat. 
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Ephriam  Blaine  to  Pees.  Beeb,  1780* 

Philad%  20th  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  left  Head  Quarters  late  on  the  eyeoiog  of  the  eighteenth, 
find  it  will  be  impossible  to  feed  the  Army  without  the  Aid  of  tk 
Legislativo  authority  impowering  their  Commissioners  to  parehM 
or  to  take  Cattle  wherever  they  can  find  them  fit  for  use. 

The  want  of  Money  last  fall  deprived  the  Agents  from  8eoain| 
any  large  quantities  of  Salt  Provisions,  and  the  severity  of  the  iriatal 
has  deprived  many  of  the  Connecticut  Farmers  from  feeding  CtiAi 
on  whom  our  principal  dependance  was  for  Beef;  those  ciitOh 
stances,  and  our  Salt  Provisions  being  exhausted,  has  rednoed  Ai 
Army  to  half  allowance  of  Bleat;  indeed  on  this  day  there  is  noil 
siogle  pound  in  Camp. 

This  State  is  capable  of  furnishing  a  considerable  number  of  Stodf 
Cattle,  which  will  make  good  Beef  if  proper  means  are  adopted  to 
collect  them.  I  would  beg  leave  to  point  out  to  your  Ezcellenoy  tk 
proper  places : — the  County  of  Chester  and  the  Meadows  on  Del- 
aware, Lancaster,  Bucks  &  York  Counties;  indeed,  a  few  mav  li 
provided  in  each  County.  The  States  of  Jersey  and  New  York  bill 
been  so  drain'd  we  can  expect  very  little  Assistance  from  then] 
therefore,  without  your  speedy  Aid  in  giving  a  Supply  of  Meat,  tlM 
Army  must  undoubtedly  disband  for  want  of  that  necessary  Artida 
Would  beg  your  Excellency  to  give  immediate  Orders  to  the  CooBt] 
Contractors  to  enter  upon  the  Execution  of  their  respective  Porcbiioi 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  a  very  few  Days  will  reduce  me  to  wfBi 
every  necessary  for  the  Army,  and  oblige  me  to  call  on  the  COft 
tractors  for  the  Supplies  required  from  this  State. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  Excellencies  most  obedient 

&  most  Hble.  Servant, 

EPH.  BLAINE,  C  0.  B. 

Direetedf 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire.    Present. 
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Besolution  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  May  22d,  1780. 

nittee  to  whom  was  referred  Preudent  Reed's  Letter  of 
bi  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration,  & 

Ibat  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  it  is  hishlj  inexpedient 
he  States  to  permit  the  exportation  of  pro?isionS|  to 
I  until  the  exigencies  of  the  public  Service,  are  more 
ined  and  proyided  for  than  at  present 
a  eamesUj  recoommendcd  to  the  Delaware  State  again 
to  lay  an  Embargo  on  the  exportation  of  provisions 
ite  and  to  continue  the  Same  untill  it  Shall  be  consistent 
blic  Safety  that  the  like  embargoes  Should  be  discon« 
the  United  States. 

That  a  Copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  be  transmitted 
lent  of  the  Delaware  State  and  also  to  the  President  of 
I  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  in  answer  to  his 
I  6th. 

Extract  from  the  minutes 

GEO  BOND,  Depy.  Secy.    • 

1780. 


IVES  Ellsworth  to  Pbes.  Bbed^  1780. 

littee  of  Congress,  are  ready  to  confer  with  the  Commit- 
ipremo  Executive  Council  and  Assembly,  of  the  Common- 
nnaylvania,  on  the  Subjects,  of  the  enclosed  Besolution 
I  and  Place  as  they  shall  appoint. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

on  Behalf  of  the  Commce. 

your  Excelly's  most  obedt. 

and  very  hble.  sevt. 

OLIVER  ELLSWOBTHf. 

Hay  22^  1780. 

.  The  Prest.  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  Pen  n 

*  See  page  229. 

t  See  Col.  Eec.,  Vol.  XII.  p.  800. 
''IIL— 12 
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Fres.  Beeb  to  Speaker  of  Assembly,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  eneloBed  Minute  of  Congress  was  brought  to  this  Bon 
Satnrdajy  bat  your  Hon.  House  having  adjoumedy  no  Beeol 
could  be  had. 

We  shall  be  ready  to  attend  the  proposed  Committee  whentf 
suits  the  Convenience  of  the  House,  our  Information  of  whiol 
enable  us  to  notify  the  Committee  of  Congress  as  to  Hme  and  I 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 
&  Regard,  Your  most  Obed.  Hbble.  Sevtb 

JOS.  BAE 
Indorsed, — ^To  John  Bayard,  Esq.,  Speaker. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Pres  Beeb,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

M'  M"  Knight  informs  me  he  spoke  to  several  members  of 
Councils,  in  regard  to  his  claim  of  half  of  Johnstons  prise  OK 
who  all  told  him  those  matters  were  entirely  left  to  me  to  fli 
determine,  but  desired  I  would  lay  his  claim,  as  far  as  appears  t 
before  you,  supposing  I  can  take  his  word  as  to  the  latter,  I  m 
enclosed,  but  do  not  think  a  verbal  message  sufficient  for  the  foi 
A  would  rather  fall  short  than  extend  any  authority  beyond  the  h 
tion  of  those  vesting  mo  with  it,  therefore  request  your  directioi 
to  this  matter,  assuring  you  that  if  M'  M*  Knights  informatk 
right  I  shall  determine  the  matter  as  speedily  as  possible  with 
regard  to  equity  &  the  interests  of  the  State. 

A  venr  valuable  prise  being  sent  into  this  port  by  three  privates 
board  of  which  we  may  reasonably  suppose  there  are  several  dsM 
from  the  American  Army,  &  as  buying  shares  or  parts  of  shan 
become  a  great  article  of  speculation,  I  beg  leave  to  propois 
publishing  an  advertisement,  as  agent  for  the  State,  cautioBiBi 
persons  from  buying  from  deserters  or  suspected  persons,  and  ai 
discovering  deserters  is  very  precarious,  offering  a  reward  o 
dollars  to  every  person  who  will  give  me  information  of  the  tt 
of  such  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  if  by  this  means  we 
cover  any  the  50  dollars  will  be  well  liid  out. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yon  that  I  am  with  respect, 

Gentlemen,  your  most  humb.  &  obedt.  servt 

LEWIS  NICOLA.  T.  1 
Indorsed, 

2a  May,  1780. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  &  the  Honbe  Executive  Oo 
of  the  State. 
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UMi  Jobnaton  Entered  on  board  the  Sloop  Aotire  a  deserter 
I  tfce  eight  Virginia  taken  and  sent  to  hia  Regiment 
[r  Bobt  M*  Knight  claima  half  this  mans  share  in  oonsequenoe 
pmfaase  made  at  Chester  the  18th  of  April  1780,  for  which  he 
Johnston  13  Guineas  in  Gold. 

ihnston  deposited  part  of  the  purchase  money  in  the  hands  of 
fliadaly  Sailing  master  to  the  sloop  Active.  When  in  the  New 
hs  obtained  permission,  I  suppose  from  M'  Robert  Jewel,  to  go 
Isi'Tindal  to  take  this  money  out  of  his  bands,  &  in  presence 
'  M*  Knight  demanded  nine  guineas,  the  Amo*  of  the  beposit 
if  informed  of  the  resolve  of  the  council  refused  to  ^ve  the 
jf  till  M*  Knights  Claim  was  settled. 

note  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Tindal,  then  out  of  Town,  requesting  he 
I  pay  the  deposit  money  into  my  hands,  for  which  I  would  give 
t  proper  receipt,  this  letter  M'M«  Knisht  undertook  to  fore- 
Mid  yesterday  informed  me  Mr.  Tindal  was  returned  to  town 
bat  he  had  given  my  letter  and  Rec'  a  verbal  answer  that  be 
111)  would  pay  the  five  guineas  deposited  in  bis  hands  when  his 
Cvghts)  claim  was  settled. 

LEWIS  NICOLA. 


Prbs.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  24  May,  1780. 

a  now  to  lav  before  your  Excellency  an  Act  of  Congress  of 
t**  Instant,  in  Consequence  of  your  Letter  of  the  6'^  Instant, 
Ueh  you  will  be  informed  of  the  Sentiments  of  Congress,  and 
liMsure  they  have  adopted  relative  to  Embargo,  and  in  particular 
Btiag  the  Delaware  State,  in  the  present  Situation  of  public 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  regard, 

your  Exeelly's  hbble«  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

I  Kzoell'y,  President  Reed. 

*  Col.  Rec.  Vol.  XIT.  p.  832. 
t  See  page  26;i  of  this. . 
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1^'  Memorial  of  Officers  of  Pennsylvania  Lih 

Hay  it  [datae  your  ExeoUeney : 

We,  the  Sabflcribera,  Officers  belonging  to  tbe  Pennj! 

beg  leave  to  represent,  that  we  have  been  frequently  fnfl 

many,  if  not  most  of  the  places  to  which  the  anfortniiati 

^  .were  appointed,  have  been  since  filled  up  by  others,  and 

f  of  the  Captive  Officers  who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  be 

have  met  with  no  other  reward  for  their  painfull  impriso: 

r  a  dismission  from  the  Service. 

•;<  We  mnst  oonfess  the  verry  Idea  of  meeting  with  snoh.i 

when  good  fortune  shall  restore  us  to  our  Country,  i 

feelings,  and  renders  Captivity  more  Irksome ;  we  bavi 

the  most  perfect  Confidence  that  your  Excellency  will  nc 

:  Patronize  such  proceedings,  and  flatter  ourselves  that  a 

I  will  put  an  end  to  our  already  long  Captivity,  and  give  us 

*:  tunity  of  onoe  more  serving  our  Country  in  the  Bac 

1^  entitled  to. 

'^'  We  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  Excellencies  most  Ob  Humble  Serr 


<. 


V. 

t 


» ■ 


JOHN  DUGUID,  Lieut., 
WILLIAM  CRAWFORT 


r  THO*  JANNEY,  Lieut, 

If  JOHN  RUDULPH,  Lieu* 

|.  ANDREW  DOVER,  Lien 


Long  Island,  Flat  Bush,  May  24%  1780. 


Pres.  Bbed  to  Adam  Witman^  1780. 

Philada.,  May  24 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  8*  Ult  was  duly  received,  and  it  ffh 
Conotm  to  see  00  unhappy  a  Spirit  prevail  in  severu 

/I 4_  T*        .1-  ..  .•*!  •*!      -n"         


rUBfSThVAmjL  AHCHITE8  1780:  SM: 

the  County,  &  receive  tbeir  Advice  &  DireotioD,  which  will  afford 
700  a  sda  Onida  fbr  your  Conduet^  as  well  io  briDgiog  turboleDt 
Opposen  of  the  Laws  to  Justice,  as  eoablinff  you  to  proceed  with 
Satisftction  to  yourselves  &  Benefit  to  the  Puolick. 

They  will  also  ti^e  suitable  Notice  of  those  Oentlefoen  of  the 
kv  whom  70U  represent  as  promoting  Oppoeitioui  So  haraaang  the 
pmSA  OSoem  in  the  Performance  of  their  Duty. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  obed.  ft  very 

Hbble.  Serv.y 

JOS.  BEBD. 
P.  8.  Tou  will  communicate  this  Letter  to  the  other  Commissioners. 

1780,  May  24«».  To  Adam  Witman,  Esq'^  Com'  of  Ae  Tax  for 
Bob  County. 


P&BS.   ^BRD  TO   OfFICBRS  OF    MlLITIAy   1780. 

,  The  President  of  the  State  with  Pleiseuft  embraces  the  first  pub- 
liek  Op|)7  to  thank  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Troop  of  Light  Horse,  of 
^ftillery  ft  Infantry  Militia,  for  their  numerous  ft  military  Appear- 
VMe  list  Tuesday — so  respectable  a  Body  of  Citizens  armed  m  Defence 
^  American  Liberty,  after  five  Tears  cruel  War  waged  against  it, 
Biut  afford  true  Delight  to  every  Lover  of  his  Country,  ft  strike  out 
Atemies,  both  internal  ft  external,  with  Despair.  The  Spirit  ft 
AtteiiiioB  shown  by  the  Officers  in  so  short  a  Hme  since  their 
^mntment,  is  a  most  happy  Omen  of  their  future  Improvement  ft 
^BOBen,  ft  we  may  justly  flatter  ocHrselves  that  their  Example  will 
^ftue  its  influence  through  the  whole  State,  combining  the  three 
pBat  Qualities  which  eonstitute  the  Patriot  Soldier — Courage,  Dia- 
^Hae,  ft  an  ardent  Love  of  his  Country. 

JOS.  KEED,  President. 
1780^  May  25<^.    To  the  Officers  of  the  Militia. 
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Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Mbbchants  of  Phtla.  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

HaTingflome  Time  ago  repreeented  to  the  Hon.  CongreM  ifc 
interesting  Situation  of  thia  State,  under  the  Bestriotiona  of  Kxyip 
tation  while  the  neighboring  State  of  Delaware  has  opened  itsPoili^ 
I  shall  be  glad  to  oommunicate  the  Answer  this  day  received  torn 
&  receiving  any  Information  on  this  important  Subject,  for  wUh 
Purpose  I  request  the  Favour  of  your  Attendance  at  the  City  T^^ 
to  morrow  at  12  o'clock, 

And  am,  Oentlemen, 

Your  Obed*  &  very, 

Hbble  Sevt 

To  the  Merchants  of  Philadelphia. 


COMMUTEB  OF  CONQBESS  (aT  CaMP)  TO  PbBS.  BbED,  17811 

In  Committee  of  Congresk 
Morris  Town,  May  25th,  1780. 

Sir,  :,; 

Since  we  had  the  Honor  to  address  our  letter  of  thia  day,  Bti 
Bxoy.  The  Commander  in  Chief  has  favoured  us  with  one— -Oq0 
whereof  is  inclosed.  i.* 

Had  the  necessity  of  Compleating  the  Begiment,  to  the  CoBfiir 
ment  he  States,  appeared  to  us  aa  indispensible  before,  aa  iiilh 
done  since  the  receipt  of  his  letter,  we  should  not  have  hesitaiei^ 
moment  in  recommending  the  measure,  being  perfectly  peoaiill 
of  its  propriety. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  the  greatest  respect, 

Y'  Excys.  most  Obed*  Sevt 

PH  SCHUYLEB, 
JNO  MATHEWS, 
NATH  PEABODY. 

His  Excy.  Joseph  Bead  Esq,  Gov*  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvaaia 
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« 

Qes.  WASHDraioN  to  Committeje,  1780. 

(Copy.) 
Morris  Towd,  May  25th,  1780. 

rt  fttteDtively  eonflidered  the  Ciroalar  letter  to  the  different 
irhieh  you  did  me  the  honor  to  |commanicate  for  my  perusal 
a  happy  to  find  that  my  ideas  perfectly  correspond  with  those 
OoBimttee. 

new  they  have  given  of  oar  situation  is  jnst,  full  and  ez- 
jAe  measures  they  have  recommended  are  well  adapted  to 
agency  and  of  indispensable  necessity.  I  very  freely  give 
Bj  opinion^  that  unless  they  are  carried  into  execution  in 
flit  extent  and  with  the  greatest  decision  &  rapidity,  it  will 
Mible  for  us  to  undertake  the  intended  Cooperation  with 
Kmable  prospect  of  Success. 
KNiaequences  you  have  well  delineated.  The  succour  designed 

benefit  will  prove  a  serious  misfortune;  and  instead  of 
( ufl  from  the  embarrasments  we  experienced  and  from  the 
vith  which  we  are  threatned,  will  in  all  probability,  precipi- 
r  ruin.  Drained,  &  Weakened  as  we  already  are,  the 
II  we  shall  make  thouffh  they  may  be  too  imperfect  to 
loeoess,  will  at  any  rate  be  such  as  to  leave  us  in  a  state  of 
im  and  debility,  from  which  it  will  be  difficult  if  not  imprao- 
io  recover.  The  Country  exhausted — The  people  dispirited 
xmsequence  and  reputation  of  these  States  in  Europe  sunk 
Mends  chagrined  and  discouraged^-Our  Enemies  deriving 
lit— new  confidence — new  resources. 
Bve  not,  nor  ought  we  to  wish  an  Alternative, — The  Court 
je  has  done  so  much  for  us,  that  we  must  make  a  decisive 
I  our  part.  Our  situation  demands  it,  His  expected.  We 
means  of  success  without  some  unforeseen  accident,  and  it  only 
to  employ  them.  But  the  conjuncture  requires  all  our 
and  all  our  energy.  Such  is  the  present  State  of  this  Country, 

utmost  exertions  of  its  resources,  though  equaly,  is  not 
in  equal  to  the  Object,  and  our  measures  must  be  so  taken 
1  them  into  immediate  &  full  effect. 

I  is  t>nly  one  thing,  I  should  have  been  happy  the  Com- 
ad  thought  proper  to  take  upon  a  large  scale.  I  mean  the 
if  men  by  Draught.  Instead  of  com  pleating  the  deficiencies 
aotas  assignedby  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  9th  of 

last,  it  would  in  my  apprehension  be  of  the  greatest  impor- 
at  the  respective  States  should  fill  their  Battaliions  to  their 
lent  of  five  hundred  and  four  rank,  &  file.  Considering  the 
i  possible  dispositions  of  the  Enemy  and  the  different  possible 
Oi  on  our  part^  we  ought  not  to  have  less  than  Twenty 
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Thousand  ContiDental  efficieot  Troops.  The  whole  number 
BattallioDS  from  New  Hampshire  to  PeDnsylyania  inolasiTe  if  cc 
plete,  would  Dot  amount  to  this  force.  The  total  would  be  Twei 
three  thousand  one  hundred  &  eighty-four  rank  &  file,  from  wbj 
the  customary  deductions  being  made,  there  will  not  remain  m 
than  about  Eighteen  Thousand  fit  for  the  service  of  the  field,  ^tl 
may  be  added  the  remainder  of  the  Sixteen  Kegiments  amountiag 
about  One  Thousand. 

Unless  the  principal  part  of  the  force  be  composed  of  lib 
regularly  organized,  and  on  the  continuance  of  whose  services  wet 
rely,  nothing  decisive  can  be  attempted.  The  Militia  are  to6  ||i 
carious  a  dependance  to  justify  such  an  attempt,  where  they  fbnl 
material  part  of  the  plan.  Militia  cannot  have  the  necessary  hall 
nor  the  consistency  either  for  an  assault  or  a  siege.  In  emplojl 
those  essentially,  we  should  run  a  risk  of  being  abandoned  in  1l 
most  critical  moments.  The  expense,  &  the  consumption  rf  n 
visions,  &  stores  (which  we  are  bound  by  every  motive  to  economfti 
will  be  very  considerably  increased.  As  we  should  not  be  il 
to  keep  the  same  body  in  the  field  during  the  whole  campaignj  i 
should  a  great  part  of  the  time  have  a  double  set  of  men  to  |l 
&  feed, — those  in  actual  service,  those  on  the  march  to  relieve  w 
or  returning  home  when  relieved.  The  operations  of  husbiiA 
will  Bufiier  in  proportion. 

The  mode  by  draught  is,  I  am  persuaded  the  only  efficacimull 
to  obtain  men, — it  appears  to  me  certain  that  it  is  the  only  one  i 
obtain  them  in  time,  nor  can  the  period  you  have  appointed  I 
bringing  them  into  the  field  be  delayed  without  defeating  II 
object.  I  have  little  doubt,  that  at  any  time  and  much  less  at  d 
proposed  juncture,the  powers  of  government  exerted  with  confldew 
will  be  equal  to  the  purpose  of  draughting.  The  hopes  of  fl 
people  elevated  by  the  prospects  before  them,  will  induce  a  cheaiA 
compliance  with  this  and  all  the  other  measures  of  vigor  which  hM 
been  recommended  and  which  the  exigency  requires. 

Notwithstanding  the  extension  of  the  Draught  which  I  have  iA 
the  liberty  to  advise,  occasionally  aids  of  militia  will  be  still  witfti 
but  in  much  less  number  in  this  case  than  in  the  other. 

I  have  entire  confidence  that  the  respective  Legislatures  will  1 
fully  impressed  with  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  the  pidfl 
juncture,  and  will  second  the  views  of  the  Committee  by  the  M 
speedy  and  vigorous  efforts. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect,  &  esteem, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Gent, 

Yr.  most  Obede.  &  Hble.   servant 

G»  WASHINGTON. 

The  Honble.  The  Committee  of  Cooperation. 
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Jaitt  W1LKIV8OV,  C.  G.y  TO  Pbs8.  Bbeb,  1780. 

TtoyoBj  May  25*%  1780. 

Sdbr  me  to  employ,!  few  moments  of  year  Ezcelleno/s  time 
npeeting  the  warrant  drawn  on  yon  in  my  fayor,  as  it  really  haa 
keooe  a  souroe  of  great  distress  to  the  Persons  I  emplovi  &  of 
atmae  perplexity  to  myself;  I  flatter  myself  you  will  fina  it  con- 
Mtoat  to  wave  the  objection  to  its  immediate  payment,  which 
originates  in  the  precedence  of  other  Warrants,  when  I  assure  you 
ttsft  this  was  granted  me  in  discharge  of  arrearages  due  my  Assistant, 
Dtpoties  ft  Clerksi  agreeable  to  an  abstract  presented  by  me  to  the 
Boird  of  Treasury  for  that  specific  purpose.  Should  your  Excellency, 
OB  dus  information,  view  the  matter  in  the  light  it  strikes  me,  I  will 
tdtt  the  liberty  to  intreat  that  your  order  may  Issue  to  M'  Ritten- 
hisM|  from  whom  the  money  can  be  occasionally  rec' ;  and  I  have 
tto  honor  to  be,  with  the  purest  regard. 

Your  Excellency's 

much  obliged,  obed*  ft  ready  Serrant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON  * 
Hii  Excellency,  Joseph  Seed,  Esq%  President  of  Pennsylvanift 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Bbed, 

War  Office,  May  25*»,  1780. 
Sir. 

The  Board  requests  the  attention  of  your  Excellency  and  the 
Hon*  Council  to  the  enclosed  extract  of  Colonel  Weltner's  Letter. 

^  Board  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  giye  Colonel  Weltner  any 
''■uiDoes  of  supplies  of  provisions,  and  must  depend  altogether 
<>>tlMBtate  to  support  the  post. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedS  Hbl.  Scrv^ 
Sy  order  of  the  Board, 

(Public  Service.) 

Ks  Excellency  President  Beed. 

Vat  Office. 

JOSEPH  CAKLETON,  Seo'y  pro  tern. 

*  See  GoL  Sec.,  ToL  ZIL,  p.  8M. 

I2» 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  L'  Ool*  Ludk.  Weltner,  ooamaiidiDg  the 
German  Battalion,  dated  at  North amberland,  the  6th  May,  1780. 

''  Am  exceeding  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  if  I  do  not  get  a  b[ 
snpply  of  provisions,  there  being  but  six  days'  on  hand,  am  i 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  quit  my  post ;  altho'  I  have  wrote  to  Laneutefi 
Carlisle  &  Coxtown,  I  cannot  be  supplied  except  forwarded  by  jont 
honours.'' 


Babon  Steuben  to  Pbes.  Bbed,  1780. 

Camp^  near  Morristown,  25^  May,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  the  effoetiv^ 
State  of  the  Troops  of  Pennsylvania.  As  the  Matter  at  preseo* 
respects  the  formation  of  the  Army,  I  shall  not  reckon  tb 
employed  as  Artificers,  Waggoners,  &c.,  but  only  the  effective  figh 
ing  men,  of  whom  the  Hegiments  and  Companies  are  formed,  £ 
whom  we  should  form  Divisions  &  Platoons  in  the  Order  of  Batd0jp 
agreeable  to  the  Regulations ;  all  our  Arrangements  are  made  i 
consequence  of  these  Regulations,  agreeable  to  which  each  Regimea 
should  be  formed  in  Nine  equal  Companies ;  of  which  the  Ninth  ' 
to  be  Light  Infantry,  &  the  other  Eight  to  form  a  Batallion. 

It  is  fixed  in  these  Regulations,  that  each  Batallion  shall  be  ooBcm' 
posed  of  4  Divisions,  each  Division  of  2  Platoons,  &  each  Platoon  9^ 
not  less  than  ten  files;  so  that  a  Regiment  having  less  than  80  filff^ 
nnder  Arms,  not  including  Officers,  Serjeants  &  Music,  cannot  fottMM 
a  Batallion,  but  must  be  formed  into  2  Divisions  making  half  ^ 
Batallion — such,  sir,  is  the  system  we  have  adopted  in  onr  Armj  ^ 
if  we  deviate  from  this,  we  are  without  any,  &  shall  fall  into  tto^ 
Confusion  we  have  with  so  muoh  pains  been  drawn  from. 

After  this  Explanation,  which  I  thought  neoessary,  I  must  rquu** 
your  Excellency  to  examine  the  State  of  your  Regiments,  &  ioj^ig^ 
yourself  in  what  manner  they  can  be  formed. 

The  extract  annexed  is  from  the  latest  Returns,  excluding  ilfiBB 
Men  who  are  not  to  be  reckoned  on  in  time  of  Action — add  to  thif 
that  each  Regiment  will  diminish  from  the  opening  of  the  Ca,mftiff^9 
by  Sickness,  Desertion,  &c. 

I  must  also  observe  to  your  Excellency,  that  during  the  last  winter 
your  Line  has  lost  near  300  Men  by  Desertion,  which,  noh^piiily; 
still  continues  daily  to  diminish  its  Strength. 

The  Resolve  of  Congress  of  February,  for  the  state  to  Auement 
the  number  of  Troops  in  the  Field,  has  unhappily  produced  anM<Bct 
destructive  to  the  Army ;  and  it  is  very  affcoting  to  myself  &  to  all 
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who  wish  to  see  an  End  to  this  War^  &  the  Independenco  of  America 
firmlj  established,  to  pereeive  that^  in  the  moment  when  the  most 
tigorons  exertions  are  necessary,  the  States,  instead  of  vjeing  with 
euh  other  who  should  do  the  most^  observe  a  contrary  conduct,  and 
oleoUted  only  to  furnish  the  least  to  the  general  good. 

I  beg  your  Bxoellency  to  submit  these  Observations  to  the  As- 
mdUj  of  Pennsylvania  with  every  assurance  of  my  seal  &  respect 

I  have  the  Honor  to  bo 

With  the  greatest  Respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  lerv't. 

STEUBEN. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  E.<4qr.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Ptansylvania. 


Bute  of  Pennsylvania  Regiments  for  this  Campaign,  1780. 

IBeg^    173  Rank  &  file,  SRegt    216 

6  139        Total. 

11  220  945 

9            101          872 
5  196        


'4 

124 

ID 

219 

7 

140 

2 

289 

1817 


945  872 


'.  Beekoning  e^ch  company  at  only  34  Men,  which  ii  the  least 
Wsber  that  should  be  reckoned  at  the  opening  of  the  Campaign, 
^  wants  to  Complete  the  ten  Rcgt*  1243  Rank  &  file — but  to 
^fpOii  thB  Regiments  during  the  Campaign,  the  Companies  should 
^  least  be  40  Men  each  to  complete  the  llegiments  to  the  number 
'^  is  wanting  1963  Men,  which  number  would  bring  the  ten 
Bcginenta  to  3780. 

Tke  Quota  of  Pennsylvania  for  this  year  was  4855 

^ppottng  they  had  in  their  Reg«*  8780 

tten  would  itiU  be  left  1075 

^hioh  IB  aboat  the  number  they  have  in  the  Reg*  at  Fort  Pitt,  in 
the  artillery  and  dispersed  in  different  Corps. 

It  must  also  be  observed  that  the  state  of  Pbnnsylvania,  has  this 
idvantage  of  the  others,  that  they  have  so  great  a  number  of  Stran- 
'pn  in  their  Service. 
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Bbsolutioks  of  CongebsS)  1780. 

Id  Congress,  May  26th^  1780. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  that  large  arrears  are  dae  to  the  Inhalt 
tants  of  sundrj  of  these  States  for  provisioDS,  forage  &  other  artidM 
furnished  hj  them  to  the  departments  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
parchases  and  quarter  master  Genl.,  for  the  puhlic  service,  and  fcr 
which  they  have  received  notes  or  certificates,  signed  by  penoM 
appointed  to  purchase  the  said  articles,  the  payment  whereof  hatk 
been  delayed,  to  the  prejudice  of  many  of  the  holders,  and  for  whiok 
money  cannot,  in  the  present  circumdtances,  be  issued  firom  thi 
Treasury;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatares  of  Ikt 
respective  States  wherein  such  notes  or  certificates  have  been  bof- 
tofore  given  and  remain  unpaid,  to  empower  the  collectors  of  coiti- 
nental  taxes  due  to  the  first  of  March  last,  to  receive  in  paymeal 
thereof  such  notes  or  certificates  from  the  persons  in  whofie  saMi 
they  have  been  given,  on  the  following  conditions, 

That  the  persons  paying  in  the  said  notes  or  certificates  indoiie  As 
same  to  the  collectors  who  may  receive  them,  and  also  take  an  oalh 
or  affirmation  before  a  magistrate  that  they  have  been  obtained  lie 
tho  value  of  the  articles  therein  expressed,  delivered  for  the  nse  m 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  no  payment  hath  been  made ;  whiw 
oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  endorsed  on  each  note  or  certificate. 

That  in  cases  where  the  notes  or  certificates  held  by  any  perM 
shall  exceed  the  amount  of  the  taxes  due  from  such  person  at  tk« 
time  they  are  paid  in,  the  surplus  be  credited  by  the  State  to  laeh 
person  and  allowed  in  future  taxes  under  such  checks  &  securititf 
■8  the  respective  legislatures  may  think  best  suited  to  their  diffemi 
modes  of  collection,  and  that  such  surplus  bear  an  interest  of  sixpfli 
cent  till  thus  discounted. 

Resolved,  that  the  said  notes  or  certificates  so  endorsed  ui 
received  by  the  ooUeotors  as  aforesaid,  being  by  the  Treasurer  ol 
Booh  State,  delivered  to  the  principals  of  the  respective  departoMiUJ 
from  whom  payment  is  due,  or  their  agents  in  the  city  of  Philadal 
phia;  and  the  receipts  of  the  said  principals  or  agents  making  th 
principals  accountable  for  the  amount  of  the  notes  or  eerii&ilB 
paid  in  as  aforesaid,  being  lodged  with  the  board  of  Treasury  of  th 
United  States,  the  respective  States  shall  thereupon  have  crediftft 
the  same  on  their  quotas  of  taxes  due  to  the  first  of  March  last;  m 
if  the  amount  shall  in  any  case  exceed  the  said  quotas,  the  bftkM 
shall  be  paid  to  the  respective  States  to  whom  they  may  be  due. 

Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolutb 
shall  be  construed  to  exonerate  any  State  from  the  payment  of  otim 
already  drawn,  or  to  affect  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  19C 
day  of  the  present  month. 
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May  27th,  1780. 

OoagreM  took  into  oonaidention  the  report  of  the  oommittea 
•Ifoioted  to  eonfer  with  the  hon'ble,  the  Miniater  of  Franoe  and 

iMKOpOO. 

Besohred,  That  the  board  of  Admiralty  be  directed  to  fit  for  aea, 
fikfa  the  ntmoat  expedition,  the  several  ships  of  war  and  frigates 
BoviD  port. 

That  it  be  earnestly  reoommended  to  the  respective  States  within 
ilttn  ports  any  of  the  said  ships  or  frigates  may  be  to  afford  every 
MnCaaee  to  the  board  of  Admiralty  on  their  application  for  artifi- 
Ml,  hbonrers  k  materials  for  preparing  the  same  for  sea  and  for 
oonpleating  their  complement  of  men. 

Reiolved,  That  Congress  will  defray  every  necessary  ezpcnoe 
vhieh  any  State  shall  incur  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolution. 

And  tor  the  promoting  of  harmony  and  forwarding  the  common 
neii  of  France  and  America,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  Legislatures  of  these  United  States  to  pass  laws  for  the  punish- 
nnt  of  such  persons  as  shall  encourage  desertions  from  the  fleets  or 
iiniii  of  any  foreign  power  who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in  America, 
iieopjanction  with  these  United  States,  and  for  recoveriog  auch 
^wrtm  as  shall  endeavour  to  conceal  themselves  among  the  inhabi- 
tnka 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

Btad  in  Gonndl,  May  80,  1780,  and  ordered  that  the  same  be 
'^  before  the  Hon'ble  House  of  GcdI.  Assembly.  T.  Matlack, 
^J.    Read  in  Assembly,  May  30th,  1780. 


Lt.  Jacob  Morqan  to  Fbes.  Rbbd,  1780. 

-.^  Reading,  27  May,  1780. 

QlP. 


% 


«  IreeeiTed  your  Excellency's  Instructions  of  April  last  for  arrang- 

ijDg  the  Militia  of  Berks  County;  and  also  yours  of  the  tenUi 

Xutant,*  for  the  delivering  Arms  and  Ammunition  to  Coll.  Linde- 

^Bth. 

-■  We  used  the  utmost  of  our  endeavours  to  get  the  Militia  properly 

taan^ed;  bat  very  few  Elected  their  Officers  at  the  time  appointed 

]|j  Aiavertiaement.    We  indulged  them  with  a  second  Electi(^,  but 

*  See  page  288. 
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to  little  purpose,  whieh  has  delayed  the  sendiog  in  the  inoloio 
Return  until  now. 

We  are  yet  in  donht  whether  all  the  offieen  iqppointed  b^lk 
Lientenanta  in  said  Return  will  senre,  as  they  haTe  not  all  been  p 
suited  with,  thereforOi 

If  Blank  Commissions  oould  be  obtained  it  would  be  attnia 
with  much  less  trouble  and  ezpence  than  sending  down  anqtti 
Return  of  them  that  should  be  re-elected  or  appointed  in  tho  ^ 
of  those  that  should  refuse  to  serve,  or  resign  hereafter. 

If  Council  would  be  pleased  to  Commission  David  Morgtt  ( 
some  other  proper  person  for  a  Sub<Lieutcnant  in  the  third  BaUa^H 
which  would  he  one  for  each  Battalion,  the  Business  would  be  || 
ried  on  with  more  regularity. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  Excellency's 

most  Hum.  and  most  obedt.  serv't., 

JACOB  MOROASr, 

Lt.  B.  0. 

J)irected, 

.  To  His  Ezeellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  SupM 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Francis  Wadb  to  President  Reed,  1780. 

Wilmington,  28th  May,  iTflU 
Sir, 

I  am  induced  from  the  present  alarming  situation  of  our  Ba]f 
River  trade,  to  tako  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  the  folloiH 
information,  received  last  evening,  which  may  be  depended  on,  fr 
a  certain  David  Slaughter,  who  arrived  at  this  place  from  Dnok 
&  declares  that  he,  with  six  others,  were  taken  last  Thursday  m€ 
ing,  by  fourteen  men  in  a  large  whale  boat.  Commanded  by  ' 
Taylor,  supposed  to  be  Taylor  formerly  of  Marcus  Hook,  in 
following  manner. 

The  evening  before  the  boat  took  a  Schooner  loaded  with  Ind 
Com,  from  Lewis  Town,  and  leffc  her  at  Anchor,  as  the  Wind 
Tide  did  not  answer,  with  one  man  on  board,  who  had  belonged 
her,  when  he  took  the  Opportunity  of  Cutting  the  Cable  and  rond 
her  on  Shore,  and  in  the  morning  Slaughter,  with  others,  asril 
in  getting  into  the  Creek,  &  went  to  drag  for  the  Anchor,  wl 
they  had  not  been  long  about,  when  the  Whale  boat  appeared  i 
Tounded  &  took  them  all,  &  soon  after  a  Small  Shallop  loaded  i 
Oats  &  Com,  and  a  new  Schooner  from  Scnepuxin  Inlet,  loaded  f 
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Staves,  pork,  fur,  tiillow,  &c.,  they  were  ashore  for  a  Considerable 
time,  maile  fire  &  Cook'd  breakfast  in  the  Prcsenco  of  near  twenty 
VitDf  it  the  other  side  of  the  Creek,  that  were  fishing,  and  went  off, 
fithont  Interruption,  with  their  Prises,  they  said  what  they  had 
101  tiken  wonld  do  for  the  present;  this  man  says  there  was  a  lusty 
tmh  Cobrai^d  man  on  board  the  Schooner  from  Lewis  Town,  of  the 
SUM  of  Fisher,  I  fear  from  his  description  its  one  of  our  best  friends, 
Ibjor  Henrj  Fisher,  of  that  place ;  they  seemed  to  laugh  at  our 
Armd  Schooner  &  boats,  &  did  not  let  on  to  be  under  the  least 
AfnheDsion  of  danger  from  them  ;  if  some  Spirited  Measures  are 
MOt  speedily  fallen  on  to  put  a  stop  to  such  depredations,  our  bay  St 
lirer  trade  will  be  soon  totally  stopcd  &  no  small  Craft  lefk  to  carry 
it  OD,  which  must  be  Injurious  not  only  to  the  Citizens,  but  the 
States,  as  a  Considerable  deal  of  the  Public  Stores  is  to  come  from 
tbe  lower  part  of  this  State ;  the  only  plan,  in  my  Opinion,  to  catch 
these  kind  of  gentry  is  by  decoying  them,  which  I  have  scarce  ■ 
^oobt  of  Succeeding,  if  secretly  managed,  for  no  Boats  that  we  have 
tin  come  up  with  them ;  their  Boat  is  very  lengthy  and  light  & 
f09%  with  ten  Oars ;  they  gave  this  man  his  liberty,  and  took  others 
lith  them  to  condemn  the  Yessals ;  they  took  a  Small  Schooner 
with  Climbs,  and  after  consulting  what  to  do  with  her,  agreed  to 
let  ker  go,  as  there  was  a  man  on  board  sick  and  not  fit  to  be  moved, 
vbich  Slaughter  brought  up  to  this  place.  Being  Informed  by  m 
^f  fl  from  the  City  Yesterday  that  he,  with  others,  had  been 
Called  on  by  some  of  the  members  of  our  house  of  Assembly,  who 
Wited  Information  respecting  the  late  laws  passed  in  this  State, 
'^"pccting  the  taking  off  ail  restraint  on  exports,  &o.  I  have  Inclosed 
^  of  the  Printed  laws  for  yours  &  their  better  Information,  which 
ikope  will  get  to  hand  in  time  to  answer  the  Purposes  Intended. 

I  am^  with  Respectful  Regards, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obt. 

and  Most  Humble  Servt., 

FRAN'S.  WADE. 

Bis  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  SUta  of 
^^Uniylvania,  Philadelphia. 
Pay'd  by  Mr.  McCulloh. 
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Resolutions  of  Gxneral  Assembly,  1780. 

State  of  PenDsylyaniB. 
In  (General  Assembly,  29th  May,  1780. 

Whereas  the  present  just  and  necessary  War  was  entered  into  | 
the  attainment  of  the  inestimable  blessings  of  Liberty  and  asH 
Enjoyment  of  property ;  the  benefits  whereof  will  extend  not  Sil 
to  the  present,  but  future  Generations ;  and  it  is  therefore  h||^ 
reasonable  that  Posterity  should  bear  a  proportion  of  the  ezpepv 
which  have  already  accumulated  upon  us  with  considerable  im 
venience.  And  as  the  fluctuation  of  the  medium  of  Commeros  h 
proved  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  the  present  evils,  which  it  iii 
duty  and  desire  to  remedy  as  soon  aa  possible. 

Kesolved,  That  the  President  or  Vice  President  in  Ooonoi^  I 
gether  with  the  Speaker  of  this  Hoose,  be  authorised  to  pnM 
upon  Loan,  from  such  persons  as  may  be  disposed  to  lend  the  mM 
and  upon  the  most  advantageous  Terms,  a  Sum  not  exceeding  t| 
Hundred  thousand  pounds,  Sterling  in  Specie,  subject  to  thefoUofil 
conditions  and  limitations,  viz.  That  the  annual  Interest  thereof  i 
not  exceed  Five  pounds  per  Centum;  and  that  the  same  mafj 
repaid  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  Ten  years;  if  the  oiieii 
stances  and  situations  of  the  State  shall  require  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  Faith  and  Honor  of  this  State  be  most  soleai 
pledged  to  satisfy  any  agreement  to  be  made  by  the  authed 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid ;  and  also  for  the  honorable  fl 
fjEuthful  repayment  of  the  sums  so  lent,  with  the  Interest  as  afoEittl 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Contract  or  agreement  so  to  be  mi 
in  behalf  of  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  at  their  next  Session,  will  provide ' 
Law  specific  Funds  for  the  immediate  payment  of  the  Interest  oft 
money  so  borrowed  or  so  be  borrowed  or  contracted  for ;  and  also  I 
the  repayment  of  the  principal  thereof,  as  the  Same  shall  hereafl 
become  due. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  also  provide  for,  and  honoial 
discharge,  the  expenoes,  which  may  accrue  in  carrying  the  ah 
Resolutions  into  efiect. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAM.  STERETT,  Assistant  Clerk 
of  the  General  Assembly. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  EsquirC;  President  &c.  of  Peimf[ 
vania. 
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'     CiROnLAR  OF   GONGRE8S9  1780 

Philadelphia  May  29^  1780. 

Iqu  Excellency  will  receiye  herewith  enclosed  two  Acts  of 
ifiMB  of  the  26th,  &  27th,  Instant*,  The  former  recommending 
mm  of  the  States  where  Debts  are  due  to  their  Inhabitants  from 
Qairtermaaier  and  Gommissarjs  Department  by  Notes  or  Cer- 
itai  given  as  mentioned  in  the  Act;  to  make  Proyision  for 
mtiAg  and  dischargiDg  such  Debts  by  impowering  the  Col- 
flii'fo  receiTC  them  in  Payment  of  the  Taxes  due  to  the  first  of 
nh  last  in  the  Manner  prescribed  in  the  Act.  It  is  hoped  this 
Is  may  prove  beneficial  in  those  States  where  Cousiderable  Debts 
das  nnder  the  Circumstances  before  mentioned,  and  in  those 
im  only  can  the  act  be  properly  applied. 

If  the  other  act  of  the  27th,  you  will  be  informed  of  the 
isarsB  adopted  by  Congress  to  equip  for  Sea  the  naval  Force  of 
Uiited  States  with  the  utmost  Expedition,  as  also  their  recom- 
ittrtlon  to  the  Several  States  for  promoting  Harmony  and  for- 
fiig  the  common  Views  of  France  and  America  as  expressed  in 
JMriotion  enclosed  which  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  will  meet  with 
I  Oonsideration  and  Attention  from  the  Several  States  and  receive 
nesessary  Aid  of  the  Legislatures  to  carry  the  same  into  Exeoop 
lis  Bpeecfily  as  the  nature  of  the  Case  will  admit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect. 

your  Excelly's  hbbic  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

Bii  Excelly,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pres.  Keeb  to  Commrs.  of  Purchases,  1780. 

In  Council,  P«.  May  30th,  1780. 

I 

I 

Iniee  you  went  from  hence  an  unexpected  Event  has  made  it 
^wji  to  revoke  the  last  Instructions  given  you  with  respect  to 

>  PHoes  of  the  Articles  &  also  with  Respect  to  the  Rates  at  which 

>  Honey  is  to  be  issued.  We  have  now  full  Confidence  that  this 
^  will  pass  as  Gold  &  Silver  and  therefore  direct  you  not  to 
Beed  upon  any  account  the  Gold  &  Silver  Price  &  keeping  nearly 
70a  well  can  to  the  Prices  fixed  by  ns  in  our  first  Instroetions. 

*  See  page  272,  278. 
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You  will  soon  fiad  Persons  parchasiDg  Articles  in  the  QoiH 
ters  Department  with  this  Money — we  wish  you  to  wait  du 
of  these  Purchases  &  ohserve  the  Temper  of  the  People  with 
to  thi3  Money  when  we  flatter  onrselves  yon  will  soon  find  i 
apprehended  Difficulties  cease.  I  am  also  to  inform  yon  t 
Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  fixing  the  Money  ai 
one  have  not  been  carried  into  a  Law  but  are  rescinded, 
we  have  now  no  Occasion  to  press  the  Money,  we  would  hi 
tender  it  without  expressing  any  Anxiety  or  Eamestneas  tbi 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed. 

HbblaS 


Majob  Bobbrt  CLUOQAaB  TO  Col.  John  Pipsb,  ! 

Huntingdon,  May  the  30^^  1 

8-, 

I  make  free  to  Write  you  Concerning  the  difficulty  of  tb 
in  those  parts  at  Present  which  ought  to  be  the  Conceam  c^ 
good  man.  A  party  of  men  from  Cumberland  and  from  tho 
was  Marched  out  to  Wayley  the  Gaps  of  the  aligenia  H 
Before  we  arived  from  your  house  when  they  went  to  the  X 
above  Frankstown  the  Found  that  a  small  party  of  the  Ene 
Returned  that  Rout  sumc  days  Before  the  got  there  and  hac 
with  them  a  number  of  horses,  yet  still  we  supposed  a  par 
Enemy  to  be  left  behind  which  we  have  found  to  be  true 
Discovery  of  William  Phelaps.  Last  Friday  where  he  had  I 
Chance  of  twoo  indians  Near  the  Threespriog's  at  Aughwed 
not  been  for  one  of  his  Children  that  was  with  him  which 
Doubtfull  w^  have  Falen  into  there  bands  if  he  had  a  fired  o 
he  Emadiatly  Alarmed  the  Neighbours  the  Raised  a  party  i 
sued  them  for  sume  Miles  Came  to  their  Fire  where  the  had  ] 
a  turkey  and  was  just  gon  the  indcans  seamed  to  bed  toward 
mor's  mil  when  the  party  Lost  thire  Tracks  a  Discovery  has  1 
lately  at  Capt>  Simontons,  from  those  Discoverys  we  may  dr 
Condution  those  are  spys  a  makeing  a  proper  Discovery  of  t 
tery  and  when  Reinforced  I  am  doubtfull  will  Make  a  Hear 
if  not  timely  prevented  Comberland  Cbunty  have  showed  a 
spirit  on  This  Last  Ocation  to  do  Every  thing  in  their  pow 
ar  willing  to  keep  out  a  scout  Constant  and  Run  there  Ghi 
pay  if  the  could  be  found  in  provitions  Squ'*  Brown  propoaei 
Flower  Salt  and  Whiskey  there  is  Nothing  but  Meet  a  Want 
People  of  this  place  ar  much  Dissatisfyed  about  the  Stoan 
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the  pnrtMt  against  LetiDg  them  go,  what  the  Consequence 
I  Canot  tall  as  the  party  is  not  as  yet  arived.  M'  Gil  Breath 
party  hare  Extraordinary  hard  Duty  on  aconnt  of  Gaardinff 
ovitions  snoh  a  Distance  and  havcing  only  4  pack  horsea  1 
lat  by  applying  to  M*"  Smith,  the  might  be  some  horses  pro- 
nme  Baggs  is  Likewise  mach  a  wanting,  if  the  cannot  be 
I  in  that  Line  I  think  you  w^  be  Safe  m  giving  orders  to 
Be  for  one  trip  or  twoo.  I  am  informed  that  there  are  some 
itlo  at  Bedford  I  think  twoo  or  three  Drove  Down  by  this 
bat  is  going  up  w'  Save  a  grait  deal  of  Trouble,  I  hope  that 
Snking  Valley  may  be  Defended  as  it  is  of  Essential  service 
men  should  wayley  the  Gaps  of  the  aligenia  as  it  is  handy 
nen  to  Receive  sume  assistance  from  I  hope  you  will  not  Fail 
ig  Every  thing  in  your  power  as  the  times  is  Despert  I  think 
be  Justifiable  Before  god  and  man  to  Take  dispert  measures, 
it  w*  not  be  a  mis  to  send  down  sume  money  to  sume  Gare- 
lon  to  be  laid  out  for  meet  or  flower  in  Case  of  Needeasietv 
ITS  no  pains  in  haveing  an  Express  sent  to  Philadelphia  with 
f  of  the  State  of  this  County.  I  have  Directed  sixteen  men 
lid  for  Huntingdon  which  is  to  do  proper  Duty  as  inlisted 
nd  in  Case  of  Siisbehaveing  to  be  punished  as  the  same  I 
B  will  have  your  approbation,  any  orders  yon  send,  send  it 
mug  and  keep  a  Copy  of  the  same.  Every  thing  that  is  in 
er  to  assist  you  in  at  this  Critical  time  is  at  your  service. 

I  Remain  your  Friend  and  well  wisher, 

ROBT.  CLU6AGE. 

.  I  Drew  out  Capt^^  Johnsons  and  Clugagcs  pay  Rolls  for 
ne  of  Service  and  was  obliged  to  mentions  Snmes  to  Satisfy 
I  the  intend  to  have  them  Judged  at  the  Next  Coart.  I 
aep^  on  the  Back  of  there  pay  Rolls  for  the  Money  Payed. 

R.  C* 

^Bblic  Business,  To  Coln>  John  Piper,  Ltn.  B.  C. 
Sxpress. 

*  Rec'd  in  letter  of  CoL  Piper  of  June  8. 
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PrBS.   ReBD  to    AsSBMBLTy   1780. 

Sir, 

The  very  inierestiag  &  important  iDtelligenoe  contained  in  tl 
inclosed  Papers  added  to  the  critical  situation  of  the  Honl.  Hbii 
Which  would  otherwise  have  finished  its  Session  immediately,  inda 
me  to  lay  them  before  you  without  Delay,  not  haying  commonioih 
them  yet  to  the  ConnciL  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  direct  joi 
Clerk  to  return  them  to  me  as  soon  as  the  House  shall  be  soffimvl 
possessed  of  the  Contents  I  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  House  k 
far  it  will  be  proper  they  should  be  read  with  open  Doors,  &  WM 
beg  Leaye  to  express  my  Wish  that  they  might  on  the  first  rei£i 
be  communicated  to  the  Members  only,  after  which  the  House  wi 
exercise  its  own  Judgement  on  the  Occasion. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  great  Respect  &  Regard, 

Your  most  Obed.  k  yery  Hbble.  SerM; 

JOS.  REED,  President 

Market  Street,  May  31, 1780. 

IHrectedf 
The  Hon  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assy. 


Albx.  McCleah  to  Thomas  Scott,  1780. 

% 

Redstone,  May  31st,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Adams  was  with  me  the  other  day  who  seems  greatly  el 
cemed  about  the  progress  of  the  new  state,  he  informs  me  thil 
number  of  the  persons  oyer  the  Riyer  who  had  signed  the  Petift 
in  your  hands  haye  been  preyailed  upon  to  yote  for  a  new  Stale  n 
he  informs  me  that  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  at  Collo.  Cooks  the  2fi 
if  I  mistake  not  of  June  in  order  to  take  the  Sense  of  the  pao| 
largely.  Woe  unto  the  Virginia  lawers  for  they  haye  (I  bdiei 
taken  away  the  key  of  Knowledge  and  are  neyer  like  to  reli 
again  themselyes.  They  haye  so  blinded  the  Western  world  tl 
they  will  not  see,  they  are  become  so  obstinate  that  nothi 
less  than  a  new  State  can  come  under  consideration.  I  hope  th 
will  at  last  consider  it  properly.  Mr.  Adams  was  to  haye  wR 
largely  but  this  opportunity  could  not  be  made  to  suit  us  both. 

Mr.  Power  was  here  two  days  ago  at  which  time  your  Fksi 
were  in  usual  health  as  far  as  he  knew,  we  haye  had  a  yciy  d 
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Mion  10  hr,  the  womiB  have  been  deatractiye  to  flax  fto,  bat  I  think 
tkiimoniiog  will  find  them  other  emploj  Vis.  swimmipg. 

God  Bless  jou,  farewell| 

ALEXANDER  HoCLEAN. 

TdThomai  Soott  Esqr.  Member  of  the  Counl.  at  Philada. 

To  be  forwarded  by  Archd.  MoClean  Esq.,  to  Mr.  Jno.  Smith  of 
TotkTomL 


CoMJciTiBB  OP  CoNaBBSS  TO  Pres.  Resp,  1780. 

Wednesday,  May  81, 1  o'cloek  P.  M. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  Congress  have 
ippointed  a  Committee  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Supreme 
oeeatiye  Coancil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penosvlvania  on  a  letter 
JDst  reoeiyed  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  these 
United  States  respecting  Recmits  &  Supplies.  The  Committee  of 
CoDgreBB  are  ready  to  confer  at  such  time  &  place  as  the  Committee 
of  the  Cooneil  and  Assembly  shall  appoint. 

We  are  with  the  greatest  Respect. 

Your  Excellency, 

most  obed.  humbl  Servants, 

OLIV.  ELLSWORTH, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
JAS.  DUANE.* 

Hii  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Supreme  Executivo  Coundl 
^tke  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  ZIL,  p.  87a 
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Wm.  MoMullbn,  Aoknt,  to  ComfCiL,  1780* 

To  his  Excelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  and  the  Snpream  Ezeeothi 
GouDcil  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

■ 

On  searching  Records  it  is  found  that  Thomas  OordoB,  by  Hi 
Will  of  his  Father,  is  entitled  to  i  part  of  140  Acres  of  Lud'ii 
Oxford  Township,  adjoining  Land  of  Ljndford  Lardner,  DmV* 
the  South  West,  John  Wood  on  the  North  West,  William  MoU 
trie  &  Bryan  Wilkinson  on  the  North  East,  &  the  River  Delawand 
the  East. 

The  above  Thomas  Gordon  joined  the  Enemy  in  Philadelphkyi 
entered  on  Board  the  Roe-Buok|  in  which  ship  he  sailed  from  hiMj 
&  hath  not  returned. 

There  is  an  information  lodged  of  a  Tract  of  Land  in  Blodlq 
Township,  svid  to  be  the  Property  of  Marsh,  containing  sboil 

100  Acres,  bounded  South  by  Land  of  Jenkins  &  Sandham,  ImI 
by  Mitchcirs  Land,  North  West  by  l8aac  Warner,  and  South  WmI 
by  J.  Supplee,  Isaac  Kite  &  J.  Blankney. 

It  also  appears  that  a  number  of  People  are  cutting  &  destropi| 
the  Timber  from  off  this  place. 

I  request  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  these  Cases, 

&  am  Your  Excellency's 

&  Honor's  Humble  Servant, 

WILLM.  MoMULLIN,  A|f. 

Philad%  June  Ist,  1780. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*",  &  The  Supream  Exooutif 
Council. 


Col.  a.  Lochbey  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780.         , 

Twelve  Mile  Run,  (West  of  Ligonier,)  June  Ist,  17801 ' 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

In  duty  to  my  Country  I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  hira 
Gentleman  in  this  County  at  a  very  high  Expence  to  lay  the  fi 
tressed  situation  of  this  County  before  your  Excellency  and  ll 
Hon'ble  Council. — Since  Mr.  Sloan,  our  representative,  lefl  th 
County,  we  have  had  three  parties  of  the  Savages  amongst  lu— -IIm 
have  killed  and  taken  five  persons  two  miles  from  Liffonier,  M 
burned  a  Mill  belonging  to  one  Laughlin. — They  killea  two  BM 
and  wounded  one  near  Brnshey  Run. — They  likewise  killed  li 
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ffien  on  Braddock's  llocid  Dear  Brush  Crook. — Their  striking  us 
igiio  in  so  manj  different  parts  of  the  GouDty  as  again  drove  the 
greatest  part  of  the  County  on  the  north  of  Yohogenj  River  into 
Gtrrimn. 

Col*  Brodhead  called  on  me  to  Fort  Pitt  to  confer  on  meaaurea 

tot  the  protection  of  the  Frontiers.     I  am  sorry  to  inform  your 

'i      Snellency  that  he  is  able  to  give  very  little  assistance  to  our  settle- 

:i       nents  from  the  Continental  troops,  altho'  I  am  certain  he  will  do 

't       efoy  thing  in  his  power.     He  requested  me  to  call  out  sixty  Rank 

iri       tnd  file  of  the  militia  of  this  County  to  cover  our  Frontiers'  and 

E.       lUioQ  them  at  posts  we  then  agreed  on.     I  consulted  the  priucipal 

oioen  of  this  County  on  this  subject — it  was  generally  thought 

u        tiiai  men  for  that  purpose  could  not  be  got  by  Draughting  Militia, 

&       asnagiog  Companies  require  young  active  Men.     Wc  fell  on  this 

method  of  raising  that  Complement  of  men  for  six  months.     The 

XI       County  in  general  have  subscribed  very  liberal  to  make  their  pay 

;i>       eoDsiderabiCi  and  I  am  happy  in  informing  your  Excellency  that  I 

lI       biTe  got  forty  of  the  men  out  to  their  stations,  (agreed  to  with  Col" 

I?:       Brodhead,)  and  expect  in  a  short  time  to  have  the  remainder. 

lam  likewise  under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  five  or  six  bun- 

br.       dred  Weight  of  Powder,  or  what  your  Excellency  may  judge  neces- 

W]j  and  the  same  quantity  of  Lead,  as  I  have  near  four  hundred 

Weight  of  the  last  article  in  storC;  and  a  quantity  of  Flints  will 

likewise  be  wanted. 

Your  Excellency  may  perhaps  think  there  is  too  large  a  quantity 

of  Ammunition  expended  in  this  County,  but  as  there  is  scarce  any 

^        BQch  thing  to  be  purchased  here,  and  every  man  on  the  Frontiers 

obliged  to  carry  their  Arms  even  at  the  plough,  and  being  still 

obliged  to  keep  their  Arms  in  the  best  order ;  it  consumes  a  large 

<lQ^titj  of  ammunition.      Besides   I  have  furnished  the  militia 

c        called  into  actual  Service  with  our  State's  ammunition,  which  the 

^tinent  is  charged  with.     I  received  200  lbs.  Powder,  and  a  pro- 

P^ioD  of  Lead  from  Col<*  Hays  of  the  ammunition  he  brought  for 

^  Use  of  this  County,  which  I  had  to  pass  my  receipt  for.     Since 

^**e  hostilities  commenced  this  Spring  I  sent  for  more,  and  I  am 

•^ny  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  received  but  six  pounds,  and 

^^  ioformed  by  him  that  a  large  quantity  of  it  was  damaged  in  the 

^rriage  over  the  mountains,  so  that  at  this  time  I  think  we  have  not 

^0  Ibg.  of  good  powder  in  the  County  of  public  property. 

^  I  received  a  packet  with  proclamations  offering  a  large  premium 

^^r  Indian  Prisoners,  Scalps,  or  Tories  in  arms  with  them  ;  I  hope 

^^  reward  offered  will  answer  a  good  End,  as  a  number  of  people 

^^em  determined  to  exert  themselves  that  way,  for  which  reason  the 

Ammunition  now  applied  for  will  be  the  more  wanted. 

I  am  determined  to  spend  two  months  this  fall  in  the  Enemies' 
Vountry  with  your  Excellency's  approbation,  for  which  I  will  be 
^ry  thankful.  What  vobintecrs  I  raise  for  that  purpose  will  be  of 
^0  expence  to  the  state  farther  than  what  ammunition  is  expended. 


9H  PENNSTLYANIA  ABCHIYES  178Q. 

I  have  been  under  Che  necesuty  of  remoying  the  Pablic  Bra 
of  the  County  from  Hannastown  to  my  own  pluitation  on  the  tw 
mile  iiun — not  without  oonsulting  the  Judge  of  the  Courts  vhe 
of  opinion  it  would  be  no  prejudice  to  the  Inhabitants.  Hy  ]■ 
pal  reason  for  moving  them  was,  I  did  not  think  them  safe  as 
place  is  but  weak,  and  b  now  a  real  Frontier. 

I  am  informed  that  some  designing  and  self-interested  pin 
about  Hannastown  have  formed  a  petition  agunst  me  to  your  Si 
lency  and  the  Honorable  Council,  and  have  carried  it  about  J 
clandestine  and  private  manner.  If  any  such  petition  should  « 
before  Council  I  most  humbly  request  that  a  Copy  may  be  tei 
mitted  to  me,  as  I  apprehend  there  is  names  signed  to  it  that  m 
paw  it^  or  at  least  did  not  know  what  they  signed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  servant, 

A.  LOCHEEY,  C.  L.' 

Directed, 
To  HiB  Excellency  The  President  in  Council. 


Col.  John  Proctor  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Westmoreland,  June  Ist^  1784 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  Dated  April  ye  29th,'|'  it  gi 
me  greate  concearin  to  hear  that  the  money  necery  to  rais  the  \ 

?Lnie8  could  not  be  collected  &  That  the  countyes  of  Lanci 
ork  &  Cumberland  are  so  Delinquont,  the  being  the  three  eoi 
in  the  greatest  safety  of  aney  in  this  State,  I  am  well  ashm 
your  andety  to  relivae  the  frontears.  I  havue  the  Hiest  oppi 
of  your  Excelencys'  Proclamation  if  small  Partyes  would  totiB 
I  am  in  hopes  there  will  sum  be  in  redynes  in  fue  Dayea  for 
Purpose,  the  Enemy  has  made  several  strokes  latly  on  our  firon 
and  has  kild  several  Persons  &  Captavoted  several  men  wiiM 
children,  we  are  in  a  deplorable  situation,  we  havue  not  us  m 
of  Powder  a  man  in  this  psrt  of  the  country,  the  People  ii 
fronteers  are  determined  to  stand  as  long  as  Possable,  still  Ezpei 
that  every  thing  Possible  will  be  Don  for  them. 

*  See  answer  Jane  12. 
t  See  page  101. 
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I  hiTiie  tbe  Pleuhor  to  inform  you  that  we  havue  had  parfict 
QnetiMB  from  Yirginia,  tbe  have  laid  several  new  Plans  for  now 
Ilmti  bat  the  People  being  so  oftin  Desaved  by  them  will  not  fall 
mm  them,  and  the  seem  know  at  their  wits  end  I  have  maid  several 
mr  frends  to  Pennsylvania,  by  teling  the  People  in  the  Despated 
FM  that  the  Comisionors  only  want'd  to  fill  there  own  Pockets 
flik  noaejr  wbitoh  is  taekin  from  the  Poor  unjustly,  and  that  Ponn- 
qbttift  will  not  pay  aney  regard  to  aney  thing  Don  by  them. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Exelency's 

Most  obedant  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PROCTOR. 

OiPabliok  Servioe. 

lb  His  Ezoelaney,  Joseph  Reed,  President,  Philadelphia. 

I»dmedf 

Vcstmoreland,  June  1st,  1780,  from  Col.  Proctor,  of  Westmoro- 
■od. 


Resolution  of  Congresb,  1780. 

In  Congress,  June  1st,  1780. 

Bfliolved,  That  the  Supplies  which  any  of  the  States  shall,  upon 
"Bftttttion  for  that  purpose,  furnish  of  articles  not  required  from 
^  by  the  resolution  of  the  25th  day  of  Feb'y  last,  or  to  a  greater 
^■ooiit  than  is  required  by  the  said  resolution,  shall  be  credited  to 
^W  in  a  future  requisition  of  specific  supplies  from  the  several 
BMai^or  in  lieu  of  the  like  value  of  other  articles  which  such 
^te  are  already  called  on  to  furnish,  or,  at  the  election  of  the 
°Wi,  Bkall  be  paid  for  with  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  as  fast  as 
^^^  oaa  be  procured  for  that  purpose. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  878. 
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Samuel  Bsa  to  Pbes.  Bebi),  1780. 

Moanibethel^  Jane  Isty  17M 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Herewith  I  send  to  yoar  Excellency  a  list  of  the  Offioera  Oh 
in  the  aeveral  Batalions  of  Millitia  of  this  County,  incliidii(g 
Lieut.  Colonels,  Majors,  Captains,  and  Lieut.  Ensigns,  haTi^ 
Expected  safe  Opportunity  by  the  Hon'ble  Mr.  Orndt  7o« 
please  to  observe  that  I  have  been  Obliged  with  the  concnrenoe  d 
Sub-Lieutenants  to  nominate  three  Officers  in  the  second  Battel 
the  Inhabitants  having  neglected  to  Choose  any  in  that  qw 
Those  we  have  nominated  from  the  best  information  we  oooldf  d 
are  well  affected. 

Since  my  last  of  the  20th  nit.,*  I  have  received  an  answitf  i 
L*.  Colonel  Kern,  by  which  return  I  find  he  hath  at  and  neav  , 
Allen  112  Men  Stationed,  and  having  lately  received  infSonu 
that  a  party  of  Indians  has  been  seen  skulking  up  Delawan, 
knowing  thoee  parts  to  be  unguarded.  Notwithstanding.  1 1 
'  used  my  best  endeavors  to  have  sent  relief  to  the  TowMhip 
Smithfield  &  Delaware,  I  have  by  express  ordered  one  half  of  ( 
nel  Kern's  men  to  March  to  those  parts  &  to  be  under  the  direi 
of  Lieut.  Chambers,  untill  farther  Orders,  which  I  hope  your  K 
lency  and  Council  may  approve.  Since  the  Clerk  was  sent  ft 
transcribe  the  return  of  the  Officers,  I  amu  nhappily  seized  wHl 
Pleuresy  and  acute  pains  of  that  dangerous  malady  &  oonii 
Fever  &,  Pain  in  my  Head,  I  shall  be  under  the  disagrai 
necessity  to  omit  giving  your  Excellency  as  full  and  mi 
relation  of  affairs  I  could  have  wished  at  this  Time,  tho*  at 
same  time  that  I  harbour  a  very  good  opinion  of  the  OS 
lately  chosen  of  every  rank  in  general,  and  hope  they  anawei? 
Purpose  of  their  several  Stations. 

I  am  your  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

SAMUEL  RBA,  Go 

P.  S.  As  a  proper  person  will  be  wanted  as  Paymaster  of 
Millitia  for  this  County,  I  do  recommend  to  Council  Mr.  J 
Hays  of  Allenstown,  &  John  MoTerren,  of  Mountbedial| 
suitable  persons. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Breed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Sxi 
tive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
^  Favor  of  the  Hon.  John  Orndt,  Esq'. 

*  See  p.  259. 
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GflOBGs  Mason  to  Major  Bell,  1780. 

A'aiigiiboiir  Bell, 

I  bftTe  matnrelj  considered  thy  reqaest^  and  hope  no  offence  will 
be  tiken  at  mj  Refasal  to  saw  the  Timber  to  Rebuild  thy  Honsoi 
theo  I  hare  f^yen  the  following  reasons  : 

Fint    Because  it  will  interfere  with  my  other  business. 

Secondly.  Because  that  House  hath  been  kept  like  a  Shambles, 
to  kU  the  Property  of  Peaceable  People  at,  k  very  often  at  a  price 
iude^te  to  its  real  worth. 

Becaiue  that  House  afforded  Entertainment  and  Protection  to  a 
latof  Men,  whose  Intentions,  (Manifested  by  their  Conduct)  was  to 
brick  themselves  by  the  Oppression  of  Others. 

Because  they  who  afford  them  Entertainment,  &  sell  them  Liquor 
i)ni  paid  for  it  with  Money  unjustly  Gained,  which  I  should  not 
vidi  to  Beceive  for  Property  or  Work  of  Mine,  & 

Because  it  is  Probable  that  House  when  Rebuilt,  will  be  Occupied 
M  formerly,  for  which  reasons  I  shall  Decline  doing  any  thing  my- 
id^  or  Renting  this  Mill  for  that  purpose. 

Signed, 

GEORGE  MASON. 
A  Troe  Copy. 

hdcnedf 
Jsae  1st,  1780. 


Pass.  Beep  to  Commissioners  of  Supplies,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  June  1, 1780. 

Sir, 

The  Continental  Army,  upon  which  our  Prospects  of  Safety  & 
lAerty  so  much  depend,  have,  by  various  Disappointments  been 
'^Qced  to  great  Distress  for  want  of  Provisions ;  &  the  Assembly, 
^g  duly  informed  of  all  Circumstances,  have  passed  the  inclosed 
Uf  the  Execution  of  which  with  all  possible  Expedition,  is,  in  our 
]*^GasDt  Circumstances,  a  Matter  of  the  most  indispensable  Necessity. 
We  have  therefore,  from  the  Confidence  we  repose  in  you  on  this 
J^^on,  appointed  you  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  this  Purpose. 
I^  ii  not  expected  that  this  will  be  a  matter  of  any  Continuance,  but 
^^h  as  a  present  supply  for  a  few  weeks.  As  our  Distress  on 
^his  Occasion  is  too  well  Known  to  make  it  necessary  to  use  Conceal- 
Btent,  we  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Troops  have  been  for 
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Days  together  without  Meat^  that  the  Discontents  arising  thcreftoi 
have  heen  carried  to  an  alarming  Height,  &  that  there  naa  heen  » 
Time  nor  Occasion  when  the  Exertions  of  every  good  Man  &  aineci 
Friend  to  his  Country  were  more  necessary,  or  would  redosiid  mr 
to  his  own  Credit.  Besides  the  Law,  you  will  receive  a  Paroel  o 
blank  Certificates  to  be  given  to  such  Persons  as  you  procure  OM 
tie  or  Sheep  from — any  Person  bringing  you  the  Number  mmUli 
in  the  Sect,  of  the  Law  will  be  entitled  to  an  Order  on  w 
which  we  shall  endeavour  punctually  to  answer.  As  the  Neeeiit] 
admits  of  no  temporizing  with  disaffected  or  neutral  Character^  Wi 
also  hope  you  will  put  the  law  fully  in  force  against  them,  when  j^ 
find  them  possessed  of  Cattle  or  Sheepi  &  refuse  to  part  with  thelft 
In  all  which,  besides  the  support  you  will  derive  from  the  LaW|  jm 
tnay  rely  upon  our  Direction,  Advice  &  Aid  on  every  Occauon.  wi 
flatter  ourselves,  that  in  less  than  6  Weeks  the  Duty  will  cease ;  M 
we  have  it  much  at  Heart  to  shew  the  Spirit  &  Zeal  of  this  Stale  <■ 
so  critical  an  Occasion.  Your  services  will  be  honourably  oompii' 
sated,  as  well  as  necessary  Expenses  of  sub-Purchasers  &  Drivo^ 
of  which  you  will  keep  as  regular  an  Account  as  may  be.  Ii 
delivering  Certificates,  you  will  be  careful  to  keep  one  sett  of  Ntt 
hers  as  a  Cheek  &  enter  the  name  of  the  Person  &  the  Sum  m  i 
Book  of  every  Certificate  given. 

The  Cattle  and  Sheep,  when  procured,  are  to  be  driven  to  tb 
Commissary  Gen.  of  Purchases  in  this  Place,  or  his  nearest  Depil^ 
from  whom  you  will  take  Receipts,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  aval 
future  Disputes.  Economy  &  Frugality  are  also  to  be  attended  U 
&  as  it  has  been  observed  that  Advantage  has  been  taken  of  tiM 
Exigencies,  so  as  to'occasion  an  immediate  Accumulation  of  LroDi « 
hope  the  Reproach  will  not  now  be  made,  but  that  Care  k  PrudeB< 
will  be  used  in  this  as  at  other  Parts  of  the  Duty.  The  Natun  i 
the  Business  &  Necessity  of  the  Case  will  not  admit  your  dedilus 
the  Service,  or  delaying  the  Execution  a  single  Day,  as  there  is  t 
other  Chance  of  preventing  the  Misfortunes  apprehended  buti 
immediate  Supply  from  Pennsylvania. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obbed.  Hbble.  Sev. 
To 1  Esq.  Commiss.  for  procuring  supplies  for  the  Ana; 


Cou  Tho's.  Edwards  to  Christophbb  Kucheb,  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  1st  1780. 
Dear  S% 

Capt.  Moore  has  resigned,  and  of  Cap*.  Immcls  District  I  oaisn 
procure  a  return,  Immel  wont  Serve  and  Cap^  Wendle  Weaver  wl 
was  appointed  in  his  room  likewise  declines  Serving,  this  nreveo 
me  from  sendiog  you  a  return  of  the  Officers  of  the  Battalion  in  ord 
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to  have  oomminioDs  mtde  oat  for  tbem.  I  am  afraid  we  are  in  a 
fur  way  of  geitiog  in  confusion.  Cap^  Weiaer  attempted  to  collect 
fines  for  Non  Attandanoe  of  Exeroiae  hnt  received  lU  IVeatment 
aad  BbwB  in  lien  of  Money,  and  declares  that  he  will  not  attempt  to 
lift  the  Fines  unless  he  be  properly  Assisted,  which  I  hope  you  will 
mxm  to  be  done,  for  you  heard  my  ahort  harangue  to  the  People  on 
Ike  Ketdsi  And  my  assurance  of  having  the  Fines  regularly  Gollected| 
lov  iboald  this  not  be  done  I  cannot  possable  Serve,  anid  shew  my 
Ine  to  the  People  with  any  Credit.  Yon  are  well  Convinced  of  my 
wrfmeas  to  serve  my  Country  to  the  best  in  my  power,  but  never- 
lUiM  would  wish  to  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  Honor  to 
^sbI^  and  aneh  who  were  pleased  to  appoint  me. 

I  remain  S*.  with  due  regard. 

Your  Hum^  Serv* 
THO'S.  EDWARDS  CoL 

IKrsetoi^— The  Honorable  Christopher  Kuchcr,  Esq.;  Philadelphia 
ieimi  ^  Mr.  Forsyth. 


Christopheb  Eucheb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

The  Trapp  on  my  Road  home,  June  2d.  1780. 
Hono^  Sir, 

I  this  moment  have  Received  the  Inclosed  Letter  from  Col.  Thomas 
Uwuds  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  our  County.  I  Need  Not  say 
ftirtlier  on  the  subject  than  what  the  Letter  will  Convey  which  I 
Abk  (if  Right)  there  should  be  some  mode  fell  upon  by  Council  to 
Hi  tpart  as  many  of  the  Militia  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  those 
ACQ  appointed  to  Collect  fines  from  (Non  attendants)  as  would 
K&etoally  suport  the  Laws  and  at  same  time  convince  the  Refractory 
put  that  they  are  to  submit  to  those  Laws.  I  most  sincerely  Lament 
that  this  is  the  Case,  and  most  sincerely  Beg  pardon  if  any  thing 
herein  Contained  should  Convey  ajfk  Idea  that  I  would  in  any  wise 
IKetate  to  your  Excellency. 

I  am  Hon'ble  Sir, 

your  most  ob'^  Hum'l. 
CHRISTOPHER  KUCHER,  8.  L.  L.  C. 

P-  8.  Please  to  Give  me  Your  answer  to  the  above  by  the  first 
'^oeaible  opportunity. 

Publick  Service. 
^»Vec(ci, — ^To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  president  of  the  Supreme 
^^ecutiye  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  favored  by  Mr.  John 
Foiajth. 

*  Col.  Bee.  Yd.  XII.  p.  802. 
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Pees.  Bbbd  to  Col.  A.  Lochrt,  1780. 

Sir, 

Too  will  rooeiv«  herewith  £10,000,  for  the  supply  ft 
jour  ConDty.  It  is  in  the  first  Case  to  be  employed  in  recroitiDj 
Company  of  Rangers  agreeable  to  the  inclosed  InstraetioM^ 
shoold  there  be  any  particular  Exigence  you  must  use  it  with  Bi 
tion  &  Judgment  ever  remembering  that  Money  has  now  • 
Value  &  that  there  is  an  Attention  to  Expenditure  which  hai 
been  observed  heretofore.  One  Commission  in  the  RaneeraCMi 
is  sent  up  blank  to  which  you  will  appoint  some  suitable  Pen 
Ensign  of  the  Company.  You  will  observe  by  the  Papers  whie 
send  by  Mr.  Sloan  that  your  Afiairs  &  Situation  have  encn 
much  of  our  Time.  We  request  you  to  lose  no  Time  in  gettiii| 
Militia  in  Order  &  co-operate  with  your  Friends  in  this  Qai 
We  have  sent  you  a  Parcel  of  blank  Commissions  which  yon  i 
fill  up  with  the  Names  of  the  Field  Officers  &  as  many  of  the 
tains  as  there  are  Commissions  for.  We  have  already  loaded 
Sloan  so  as  that  we  could  not  send  any  more  Commissions  but 
will  he  forwarded  as  soon  as  may  be.  Mr.  Amberson  the  C<nt 
sioner  must  endeavour  to  subsist  the  Company  of  Rangers  &• 
upon  us.  We  hope  he  will  consult  you  &  that  you  will  study  I 
omv  as  much  as  possible,  the  People  in  these  lower  Counties  1 
so  heavily  taxed  that  it  is  necessary  to  convince  them  that  Jm 
Care  &  Prudence  will  be  exercised. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  8m 
Indorted.— June  2, 1780. 


Instructions  to  REORtriTiNa  Officers,  1780. 

Sir, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  Commission  as  Captain  of  a  OOBJ 
of  Rangers  in  the  service  of  this  State,  which  company  is  to  ea 

Of, 

One  Captain,  One  Lieutenaut, 

One  Ensign,  four  Serjeants, 

Four  Corporals,  One  Drummer, 

One  Fifer,  and  Sixty  Privates. 

In  recruiting  the  said  company,  you  are  to  enlist  none  but  i 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  872. 
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bodied  Hen,  free  from  lameoess,  raptmreB,  and  other  diflordersi 
tbidi  may  disable  them  from  doing  active  duty. 

First  Ton  are  to  enlist  tbem  to  serve  nntil  15<^  Jan^  noKt^  nnless 
looser  discharged  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council;  under  whose 
«dm  and  direction  they  are  to  be^  daring  service. 

And  as  an  enoonragement  for  your  self  and  the  Oflioers  to  enter 
iali  the  said  service,  and  the  Men  to  enlist — the  Officers  wiU  bo 
Midad  to  receive  from  the  Stat9,  seventy  five  dollars  levy  money, 
krtvny  able  bodied  reerait,  who  shall  pass  master,  to  be  paid  to 
kaOlieer  enlisting  him. 

ToffeiT  non  Commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  who  shall  enlbt 
Is  As  sua  service,  two  hundred  dollsrs  bounty — Two  hundred  upon 
■lilaent  and  three  hundred  when  he  shall  pass  Master. 

Ivny  Beemit  is  to  take  the  following  oath,  upon  his  enlistment 
■i  fusing  Muster  vii. 

1^  A.  B.  having  been  duly  enlisted  in  the  Service  of  the  State  of 

hiisjlvania  in  the  company  of  Rangers  commanded  by  Captain 

do  promise  to  be  true  and  faithfuU  to  the  said  State, 

maable  to  the  terms  of  my  enlistment  and  to  be  obedient  to  my 

N|arior  Officers 

So  help  me  God. 

The  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Westmorland  is  hereby  author- 
ImI  to  muster  the  said  Recruits,  and  is  not  to  admit  any  under 
ifl^tatn,  or  above  fifty  years  of  age,  able  of  body,  and  at  least  five 
Mtiiz  inehee  high.  Every  recruit  is  to  sign  an  enlistment,  in  a 
kok  to  be  kept  by  the  Lieutenant,  specifying  the  terms  and  time  of 
btnlistmont,  which  book  he  is  to  keep  carefully,  to  prevent  future 
iniikes  or  imposition. 

loa  are  to  be  spcciaUy  careful,  not  to  enlist  any  deserters  from 
At  Continental  army  or  prisoners  of  War,  and  if  any  Officers  shall 
1^  any  reoruit  contrary  to  these  instructions  he  shall  be  charged 
Vitt  the  whole  ezpence  thereon  arising. 

Too  are  from  time  to  time,  to  make  reports  of  your  proceedings 
te  tte  President  and  Council,  with  the  State  of  your  Compony — and 
^tkm  in  case  of  special  orders  from  them,  you  are  to  obey  the  Lieu- 
^ttiat  of  the  County  in  the  disposition  of  your  corps  when  duly 

idbnerf, 
June  2, 1780. 
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Gi&cuLAB — Gjekl.  Washington  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

PcDDsjlvania^  Head  Quarters^  Morris  Towd^  Jane  2d|  1780. 

Circular^ 
Sir, 

By  a  letter  from  The  Honoanble  The  Committee  of  CoDmnit 
Morris  Towd,  which  this  aecompaoies,  your  Ezoellency  wul  tidf 
that  those  Gentlemen  and  myselfi  after  matorely  eonsideriBg  ii 
matter^  deem  it  essential  to  the  success  of  the  measures  in  mmlm^ 
plation  to  be  carried  on  against  the  enemy — to  call  on  the  Stal«k 
certain  aids  of  Militia^  in  addition  to  the  requisitions  for  men  ali«b 
madci  and  that  they  should  be  at  places  of  rendeiToos  appoiiM 
by  me,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  next  month.  The  aid  reqnesld^il 
this  instance,  of  your  State  is  founded  on  a  principle  of  apportiaMMil 
common  to  all  the  States  from  New  Hampshire  to  Hazylaad-Ht 
elusive  (the  others  on  account  of  their  distance  and  the  iipiintiw 
in  the  Southern  Quarter  not  being  now  called  on)  and  is  stated  il| 
Three  thousand,  four  hundred  and  sixty  five  rank  and  file.  SH 
number  of  Militia  well  amud,  and  equipped  in  every  other  reqMl 
for  the  field  in  the  best  manner  circumstances  will  admits  VMT 
proper  officers,  I  wish  to  be  at  Easton  and  Trenton,  at  the  time  ^til^ 
tioned  by  the  Committee  which  appears  to  be  a  suitable  plaoe  fir 
their  rendezvousing  in  the  first  instance,  and  from  whence  they  ffl 
proceed  on  my  orders  as  occasion  may  require.  It  will  also  bli  M^ 
terial,  on  account  of  disciplining  and  organising  the  men,  as  weBll 
on  account  of  public  oeconomy — that  they  should  be  formed  fall 
full  regiments.  If  this  is  not  done,  it  will  render  our  arrangemMi 
extremely  difficult  and  irregular,  and  will  add  by  greatly  ineresrii| 
the  number  of  officers,  very  considerable  to  the  public  ezpennj** 
I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  think  the  whole  number  d 
Militia  requested  from  your  State  should  be  comprised  in  Sfffi 
Ilcgiments.  This  additional  aid  will  not,  I  trust,  and  earnestly  # 
treat  impede  in  the  smallest  deeree,  the  filling  up  the  Regimeilirf 
the  State  by  draft  to  their  full  complement  as  requested  by  IW 
Honourable  The  Committee  in  their  letters  of  the  25^  alto.  lUl 
is  a  point  of  such  vast  importance  so  absolutely  essential  to  giftlhl 
least  prospect  of  success  to  our  operations— -and  indeed  on     ^  '~* 


they  depend,  that  I  could  not  forbear  mentioning  it  If  the  BtS 
ments  are  completed  by  drafts — it  is  possible  our  demands  for  MV 
tia  may  be  a  good  deal  diminished  ;  but  this  must  be  governed  tl 
events ;  and  therefore  for  objects  so  very  interesting — so  importiS 
as  those  are  to  which  we  at  present  look,  we  should  provide  wnateri 
may  be  possibly  requisite. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

yr.  Excellency's  Most  obedient  hum.  Serv. 

G»  WASHINGTON. 
Directed, — His  Excellency  Gov.  Kecd. 
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COMMEE.   OF  CONQBESS  TO  PrES  ReBD,  1780. 

Pennsjlvania. 

In  Committee  of  Congress  Morris  Town  2  June  1780. 

li  ft  letter  of  the  Slst  nlto,  from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  which 
VB  bed  the  honor  to  leceive  on  the  same  day.  His  Excellenoy 
•kerred.  "  That  in  the  expected  co-operation  with  the  force  of 
"oorAllj,  against  that  of  the  Common  Enemy,  it  is  of  great 
''wMient  that  we  shonld  proceed  with  circumspection  and  on  the 
'^  mrest  ground.  Before  we  can  determine  what  ought  to  be  nndcr- 
"laken,  we  should  be  able  to  appreciate  the  means  we  shall  have  it 
''in  our  power  to  employ,  on  some  precise  scale.  To  begin  an 
'Enterprise  against  any  point  in  possession  of  the  £oemy,  on  a 

*  general  presumption  of  sufficient  resources  in  the  County,  and  pro- 
"portionable  exertions  in  the  respective  Governments  to  bring  them 
'*ibrth,  would  hardly  be  justified  by  success— could  never  be  defen- 
''ded  in  case  of  misfortunes,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fatal  consequences 

*  that  might  ensue.  It  appears  to  mo  necessary  to  assertain  the 
'anmber  of  men,  and  the  quantity  of  supplies  which  the  States  are 
"capable  of  furnishing  in  a  given  time,  and  to  obtain  a$Murance9 
''frem  them,  founded  on  experience  of  their  continuing  supplies  in 
''the  same  proportion.  I  esteem  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Com- 
'■ittee  in  their  circular  Letter,  an  extremely  good  preparatory 
''one:  but  I  think  it  of  indi^entable  importance,  in  the  next  place 
"to  eome  to  something  fixed  and  determined.  I  therefore  take  the 
"liberty  to  submit  to  the  Committee,  the  necessity  and  propriety 
"^calling  immediately  upon  the  States,  for  tpecific  axdu  of  men, 
"pivmums,  forojge,  and  the  means  of  transportation. '^ 

His  Excellency  next  states  the  Enemy's  number  and  position, 
Beations  the  points  against  which  combined  Armes  will  probably  be 
direeted,  and  furnishes  us  with  an  estimate  of  the  force  which  America 
osght  to  draw  into  the  field,  with  others  exhibiting  a  state  of  the 
proriiions,  horses,  Carriages,  and  a  variety  of  other  Articles  indis- 
pniably  necessary  to  give  vigor  and  a  probable  prospect  of  success 
to  cor  operations.  Duty  and  inclination  equally  impelled  us  to^  a 
cmferenee  with  the  General,  and  to  the  most  serious  consideration 
of  the  subject  The  result  was  a  determination  specifically  to 
Wortion  to,  and  request  from  the  States  referred  to  in  the  Keso- 
htioQ  of  Congress  of  the  19th  ulto.,  to  furnish  the  requisit  supplies 
bj  the  first  day  of  July.  In  estimating  those  we  have  paid  all 
pi^ble  regard  to  the  probable  resources  of  each,  and  to  their  rela- 
tive position  to  those  scenes  of  operation,  which  are  at  present  in 
^templation.  We  shall  accordingly  annex  the  kind  and  quantum 
of  iQppli^^^which  are  monthly  expected  from  your  State,  and  we 
^▼eUK^reat  that  you  will  fully  comply  with  the  requisition  we 
btTe  the  honor  to  make,  and  that  they  will  be  kept  up  in  the  same 
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proportion  until  the  last  of  November,  if  necessity  sboald  induce 
to  continue  the  application  to  that  period,  even  although  any  of  t 
Articles  now  called  for,   should  exceed  the  quota  assigned  yon 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Febuary  last,  and  you  will  plei 
Sir,  to  signify  to  us,  without  delay,  the  determination  of  your  Sti 
on  this  important  subject. 

Here  it  oeoomes  our  duty  to  advise  you  as  upon  ezaminatios  -f 
will  perceive  that  we  have  stated  your  quota  ^  month,  in  Mi 
Articles  beyond  what  it  would  have  been,  could  we  have  strifldyi 
hered  to  the  proportion  on  which  the  allotments  made  by  tbi  i 
of  the  25th  Febuary  last,  were  adjusted,  but  this  was  found  impi 
ticable  because  of  the  exhausted  condition  of  some  of  the  Steto^  i 
which  the  Army  and  its  principal  Detatchment  have  wintered.  Ii 
as  those  in  the  Course  of  the  Campaign  will  be  enabled  to  all 
more  than  they  can  at  present,  your  quota  as  now  stated,  will< 
course  diminish.  Tho  requisition,  Sir,  is  large  bat  it  ia  bmi 
oom potent  It  is  the  last  adequate  to  the  intended  operations,  as  ili 
calculated  on  the  most  limited  expenditures  without  the  snalhi 
allowance  for  accidentally  losses,  or  extra  consumption. 

Having  given  the  States,  a  fixed  point  to  regulate  themselves  Ig 
their  measures  will  be  equal  to  it,  and  their  exertions  oompetaitl 
the  magnitude  of  the  object.  In  matters  of  such  high  impoit  i 
appeared  to  the  General  and  to  us  essentially  that  there  should  k< 
proper  understanding  on  all  hands.  That  the  States  should  knoi^tb 
wants  of  tho  army,  and  what  is  expected  for  it.  That  the  (JenenlJ 
the  Committee  should  be  already  and  explicitly  advised  of  lU 
abilities,  both  individually  and  collectively,  and  to  have  deterail> 
with  precision,  what  may  be  expected.  We  do  not  fear  to  diieoai 
age  by  the  largeness  of  the  demand,  as  we  oonoeive  it  imponiU 
they  should  not  bear  with  tho  knowledge  of  the  wanta  of  thii 
Army,  and  because  knowing  them,  we  are  persuaded  their  wisdoi 
and  patriotism,  will  impel  them  to  every  exertion  fully  to  afloid  ik 
supplies. 

The  supplies  alloted  to  be  furnished  by  your  State  are  6(X 

Barrels  of  Flour  per  month,  1000  Barrels  of  whieb  to  be  deliven 

at  Eoston  1000  barrels  at  Coryeli  Feiry  and  the  Remainder  at  Tie 

town  ;  166,  835  pounds  of  beef  or  pork  per  month  to  bo  deliveved^ 

Philadelphia  with   30,000  pounds  of  bacon  in  three  equal  pmm 

monthly  to  the  last  of  September,  225  Hogshead  of  Ruin  per  modi 

delivered  at  the  army,  9142  Bnshells  of  Grain  for  forage  per  moai 

1500  of  which  to  be  delivered  at  Easton,  1500  at  Coryeb  Feny 

tho  remainder  at  Trentown,  250  Waggons  with  harness  oompleal 

with  four  Horses  to  Each,  and  1500  Horses  without  harness,  sli  the 

to  be  attached   to  tho  army  and  to  be  delivered  where  the  quart 

Master  General  shall  direot  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  J« 

next ;  The  first  monthly  quota  of  supplies  to  be  delivered  by  tl 

first  day  of  July  next,  and  the  subsequent  ones  monthly  wiW»  U 

monthtf  Mcqaedipg,  as  the  quarter  master  or  Commuaary  G 
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nf  dinok  Tht  Boef,  Brccm!,  Hones,  nd  WaggoDs  ere  adtUtfanel 
irtides  to  thoee  steted  in  the  eet  of  Coegren  of  the  26  of  Febnury 
Mt  bat  the  reqaisition  on  jour  aUte  as  an  oihera^  for  Extra  sup- 
liefooald  not  l!e  diBpenaed  with  and  the  amount  thereof  together 
ith  the  iimD8fN>rtation  of  any,  most  be  charged  in  account  with  the 
Uted  States.  We  believe  it  would  be  advantageoue  to  the  States 
gsnend  that  the  Horses  and  Wageons  should  be  procured  by  hire 
.|ceferenoe  to  purohaeo,  as  the  Drivers,  who  will  then  accompany 
(m%  will  be  more  careful  of  the  Cattle.  Should  your  State  adopt 
at  jBodOi  we  recommend  that  the  Contracts  may  be  made  paya- 
B  in  apeeie  or  paper  money  equivalent,  and  that  the  vaioe  of 
n^Horaea  &  Waggons  shoula  be  appraised  on  oath  and  a  return 
■ds  of  the  appraisement  to  the  Quarter  master  General. 
ibs  the  Object  against  which  the  military  operations  will  be 
Noted,  cannot  be  positively  ascertained,  we  have  it  not  in  our 
(«er  to  oall  on  vou  for  a  determinate  quantum  of  transportation 
It  believe  it  will  be  considerable  and  probably  amount  to  150 
ms,  to  be  constantly  employed  for  90  duys.^ 
e  Continental  Troops  already  engaged  and  with  the  artny, 
gsther  with  the  addition  requested  by  the  Generals  Letter  of  the 
kh  nlto  to  compleat  the  Battallions  to  504  rank  &  file,  will  still  in  his 
snion  and  in  our  own  be  adequate  to  ensure  success  in  intended 
wations.  In  our  Circular  Letter  of  the  2Sth  nlto  we  intreated 
or  Iiegislatnre  to  adopt  measures  for  drawing  forth  your  Militia 
I  the  shortest  notice  we  have  now  to  request  that  such  arrange- 
mta  may  be  made  as  that  your  quota  of  militia  which  with  tbo 
iHomnee  ci  the  Commander  in  Chief  we  state  at  3465  rank  A  file 
all  rendeivous  at  the  Army  or  at  such  posts  and  places  as  the 
meral  shall  direct,  by  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next  at  farthest, 
d  it  eontinue  in  service  for  the  term  of  three  months  eompating 
M:  the  day  of  their  arrival  at  sueh  Rendezvona  as  aforesud. 
8aeh  of  the  sappiies  herein  required  as  make  part  of  the  quota 
dgaed  to  your  State  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  Fob- 
■tj  lait  and  which  it  is  requested  you  will  transport  to  and  deliver 
iaf«  the  Quarter  Master  or  Commissary  Genl  ahall  direct  will  be 
Sfipfeed  for  by  the  Continental  Officera  appointed  for  that  purpose 
liM  either  they  or  your  Agents  convey  or  transport  the  same  beyond 
le.Lioutaof  your  State.  If  However  snob  Continental  Officers 
fdd  not  be  present,  you  will  give  directions  that  the  wsaght  or  qn»i« 
if  of  the  artioles  may  be  estimated  and  an  account  or  Invoice  tnuis- 
ittted  with  each  parcel.  We  have  to  observe  that  in  the  beef 
f|Meted,  bidee  and  tallow  are  not  included,  allowance  must  therefore 
ft  made  for  these  when  Cattle  are  sent  to  the  Army.     If  driven  are 

*  "Circular  from  hence  except  as  to  the  number  of  militia requosted  Arom 
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■eni  Wfth  the  draft  hones  and  Cattle  reqaiied  of  jour  Stata^  w 
wiah  to  hafe  one  for  every  four  horses  and  Oxen. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with 

great  Bespeot  &  Esteem  Yonr  Ezoellenej's 
most  Obedient  Humble  Servants 

PH  SCHUYLER, 
JNO  MATHEWS, 
NATHL  PEABODY* 

P.  S.  We  do  most  earnestly  intreat  that  the  requisition  now  midi 
on  yonr  State  for  the  qnota  of  militia,  may  not  be  suffered  on  saj 
oonsideration  whatever  to  retard  the  completion  of  the  Contineitd 
Battallions,  as  recommended  in  our  second  circular  Letter  of  the  16 
ulto.  The  necessity  of  that  measure  becoming  daily  more  8trik% 
and  important. 

Directed^ 
His  Exoellenoy  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 

Indorsed y 
June  8th,  1780. 


JsHU  Roberts  to  Pbes,  Bbbd,  1780. 

To  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  4 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  Jehu  Boberts  on  behalf  of   himself  &  seviK 

sisters, 
llespeotfully  sheweth, 

That  the  Family  having  presented  a  Petition  to  the  HooM  0 
Assembly  in  November  lastyf  praying  the  Restoration  of  the  Eitrii 
of  John  Roberts,  deceased,  &  the  Assembly  not  having  yet  eooe  U 
any  result  in  the  matter,  the  Petitioner  on  behalf  of  himselfi  hi 
Mother  &  seven  Sisters,  begs  of  the  Council  that  they  will  b 
pleased  to  direct  the  Suspension  of  the  Sale  untill  the  next  meoliai 
of  the  House.  That  Thomas  Roberts,  eldest  Brother  of  the  PM 
tioner  having  received  part  of  the  said  Estate,  by  a  Decree  of  lb 
Court,  he  does  not  propose  to  make  application  for  a  Share  of  -th 
Kesidne.  That  a  Petition  to  the  House  was  prepared,  praying  i 
Revival  of  the  Matter,  but  their  sudden  Adjournment  prevented  il 
Delivery. 

JEHU  ROBERTS.} 

Philada.^  June  3rd,  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  880. 

+  See  Vol.  VII.,  p.  122. 

I  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  874 — it  waa  rejected. 
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Col.  John  Piper  to  Pbrs,  Bkid,  1780. 

Bedford^  June  8,  1780. 

Sir; 

.  Iim  honanred  with  the  Packet  and  cash  from  Council  bj  Major 
Chggige,  I  sent  the  Recroiting  Instmctiona  to  Capt.  Burd  but  I 
n  lony  to  inform  Council  that  He  sent  Me  his  Besignation,  the 
Stottion  of  nia  affairs  being  sutch  that  he  cannot  Poisablj  Serre. 
Imestioned  in  My  Last  by  Oennerall  S'  Clair,  that  the  Indians 
Had  Hade  an  Incurtion  into  this  county,  which  to  our  misfortune  is 
Man  Gknerall  than  I  at  that  time  supposed,  there  Being  upwards  of 
twentj  People  Killed  and  taken,  the  consequence  is  that  the  Settle- 
Bents  adjacent  to  where  the  Murders  were  Done  is  Abandoned,  the 
Militia  turned  out  but  for  want  of  Provisions  they  could  not  follow 
tbe  £nemy  far,  I  have  Done  Every  thing  in  My  Power  to  Procure 
■one,  and  thinking  My  self  justifiable  by  the  necessity  of  the  case 
tad  warranted  by  the  Letter  I  had  the  Honour  to  receive  from 
Coaooil,  I  hare  aplyed  Part  of  the  Money  I  Reoeved  and  shall  be 
oklidged  to  apply  More  towards  Procuring  Provisions.  Spies  or  at 
leaat  those  who  are  Suspected  to  be  spies,  have  Been  Dlsoovered  in 
Diftaot  PartSi  and  we  Have  Every  Reason  to  Dread  the  full  of  the 
aext  Mood  will  be  flEittail  to  us,  without  speedy  and  vigoras  aasist- 
noe  we  cannot  stand  our  ground,  Excuse  My  urgancy  upon  this 
ionilon  when  our  all  is  Depending,  I  cannot  forbear  being  urgant  < 
loaderatood  b^  Major  Clnggage  that  Charles  Cesna  was  apointed 
Pinkaser  for  this  County.  1  immediately  wrote  to  Him,  and  Have 
loda  to  His  House  upon  the  occasion.  But  He  has  heard  nothing  of 
Ai  apointm'y  I  would  Have  him  go  down  but  he  could  not  think  of 
f*?ug  his  family  upon  sutch  an  uncertainty,  but  asured  Me  that 
^  Ui  apointment  came  up  He  would  Do  Every  thing  in  his  Power, 
it  Might  be  of  considerable  Servioe  to  us  upon  this  occasion  if  the 
^ViQii  who  is  nominated  was  enabled  speedily  to  act,  as  our  Qreatest 
I^naaod  at  present  seems  to  be  for  flour  and  Horses  to  transport  tbe 
iott  and  other  neoessarys  to  tbe  fronteer  Posts,  in  Hopes  of  a  speedy 
iMier  I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  all  Due  Respect  your  Excellen- 
Qimost 

obedient  and  verry  Humble  Scrv* 

JOHN  PIPER. 

fkase  turn  to  Postcript. 

•P.  8.  Inclosed  I  send  yon  a  Letter  I  Recev*  from  Major  Guggage, 
^Moh  will  Be  a  Coroboratiuff  Siroumstance  that  our  fears  are  not 
l^nndless,  if  Council  would  rleas  to  grant  Me  an  order  to  Draw  a 
^^her  suplj  of  Amunition  if  necessity  should  Require  it,  I  had  and 
^Way 8  shall  bo  as  Moderate  in  My  Demands  as,  Possablc;  but  our 
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Situation  Requires  that  there  should  always  be  a  quantitj  in  8t 
I  am  as  Before,  joors  &a 

J.I 

Dirtctedf 

On  Publik  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^   Esquire,  President  in  Com 
Pensylvania. 

Pr  faTor  of) 
Mr.  Barclay.  ) 


C.  J.  M'KBAif  TO  Phks.  Rbeb,  1780. 

Philadelphia^  June  3, 178( 

Sir, 

Amongst  the  records  of  the  convictions  and  attainders  of  the^ 
tal  offences  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  your  Excellency  and 
Council  will  find  one  or  two  of  William  Richardson.*  He  waf 
Ticted  upon  his  own  confession,  which  was  obtained  horn  him  I 
certain  John  Vance  under  promises  of  favor,  Ac.  It  is  believei^ 
discovered  every  thing  he  knew,  and  that  bo  never  had  more  i 
three  oounterfeit  Bills,  two  of  which  he  passed  to  James  C 
and  Martha  Brown,  and  which  was  known  only  by  his  own  dec 
tion,  as  they  did  not  appear  to  prosecute  him.  He  also  seem 
weakyoung  man,  drawn  in  bv  one  John  Rosenboroagh  late  in 
last  Winter,  and  from  other  circumstances  a  proper  object  of  w 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  accordingly  to  your  Exoelledey 
the  Council  for  a  pardon. 

Margaret  Mathewsf  was  convicted  of  a  Burglary  committed  i 
inebriated,  and  found  in  the  Store  she  had  broke.  Her  exai 
will  be  of  little  consequence  any  how,  as  I  apprehend ;  but  m  il 
recommended  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  for  a  patde 
all  the  Gentlemen  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Carlisle,  and  also  b] 
Ladies  of  General  Irwino,  Mr.  Stevenson,  Colo.  Davis,  Ae^i  J 
induced  to  join  in  the  request. 

Negro  Sukey];  pleaded  before  judgment  was  pronounced,  that 
was  pregnant  of  a  quick  cLild,  but  as  enseinture  is  no  cause  to 
Judgment,  she  was  sentenced  to  die ;  however  as  it  is  a  goode 
to  stay  execution,  and  as  we  were  informed  by  the  Sheriff  and  o^ 
that  it  was  the  fket,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  reprieve  heri 
next  sessions  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Deliver] 

•  See  Ool.  Rfc.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  87^,  S70,  877. 
t  lb.  877.  t  U.  89a 
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Cumberlaod  oonnty^  withoat  the  formality  and  expenoe  of  an  inquiry 
bj  twelve  Women ;  |Ir.  Bard  informs  bo  has  omitted  making  this 
Eotiy  on  her  Record ;  I  beg  therefore  it  may  be  returned  for  this 

purpose. 

I  am  with  the  most  perfect  esteem, 

your  Excellency's  &  the  Councils 

most  obedient  humble  Serrant, 

THO-  M'KBAN.* 
Piiiladelphia;  June  8d^  1780. 

His  ExceUency  Joseph  Reed^  Esquire,  President  &e.  of  Pennsyl- 

Tanii. 


Pkss  of  Congbbss  to  Pres.  BeeD;  1780. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  June  3, 1780. 

Tour  EkoellsBey  will  reeeiTe  herewith  enclosed  an  Act  of  Con- 
gR88  of  the  first  Instant,  in  addition  to  the  resolutions  of  the  25th 
of  February  last;  making  farther  Provision  respecting  such  Supplies 
u  toy  State  may  furnish,  other  than,  or  over  &  above  their  Quotas 
of  Supplies  required  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  of  February. 

I  ha^re  the  honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excelly's  obed'  hbble  servant^ 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 
I  President-t 

i;  .  ■ 

'-  Hti  EjteeU'y  Pmsideiit  Reed. 

■  ^ 

1'  «  3m  OoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  877. 

t  Sea  Col.  fito.,  Vol  XIL,  p.  879. 


■.i!« 
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David  C.  Dbshlbb  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  been  lately  appointed  Commissioner*  of  Parchi 
Northampton  County  &  have  also  received  a  sam  of  the  lati  11 
money  Struck  by  the  house  of  assembly,  and  am  very  sorry  to  '. 
form  yoa  that  the  Farmers  are  very  loath  to  take  it.  I  hava  h 
three  days  out  for  grain,  But  Could  get  none,  I  think  If  yoa  w«vi 
send  a  few  advertisements  up  here,  That  tbe  merchants  iik  PhOa^ 
phia  will  take  it,  I  believe  the  farmers  would  sooner  take  i%\ 
grain,  I  have  found  in  one  place  upwards  of  600  Bushels  wheal 
other  grain,  &  have  heard  of  more  since.  I  most  beg  of  job 
send  me  some  Cont'l.  money  to  Purchase  some  Cattle  for  the  IMS 
the  militia,  which  are  now  up  at  the  Mountains,  or  lett  me  ks 
who  is  appointed  to  purchase  for  them,  as  the  Lieutenants  of  t 
County  are  dayly  troubling  me  about  Provisions,  and  I  have  m 
for  them. 

Gentlemen  your  advice  by  the  Bearer 

will  much  Oblige  your  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servt, 

DAVID  DESHLER, 
CHARLES  DESHLEB 
To  the  Honourable  the  Ooancil  of  Safety,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Danl.  Bkodhead  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  since  my  last  no  misel 
has  been  done  to  the  Inhabitants,  and  I  expect  a  supply  of  f 
Provisions  from  the  magazines  below  the  mountains,  which  i 
enable  me  to  keep  out  Scouts,  and  support  the  Dependant  P< 
until  the  first  of  September. 

It  is  near  four  weeks  ago,  since  I  sent  a  French  Oentlemaai 
speeches  to  the  Indians,  threatning  them  with  the  force  of  Frai 
Spain  &  America,  if  they  did  not  immediately  desist  from  fvl 
hostilities.  This  Gentleman  is  in  the  service  of  the  State  of  1 
ginia,  he  speaks  several  of  the  Indian  languages  to  perfeotioB,  \ 
his  address  is  well  calculated  to  influence  them.  When  he  ftCi 
I  will  write  you  what  success  attends  the  Messages. 

*  See  Colon.  Bee,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  878. 
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Some  of  the  Indian  nations  certainly  merit  a  total  extirpationi 
bnt  whilst  we  want  the  means  to  chastise  them,  it  may  be  good 
policy  to  amuse  them,  as  they  have  ns^  and  I  haye  directed  the 
French  Gentleman  (Major  Lanetot)  to  do  it  as  much  as  in  him  lies. 

I  wish  the  Honble  Ezeontive  Conncil  had  held  out  the  reward  for 
Soilpi  ft  Prisoners  to  the  Officers,  Soldiers  and  Friendly  Indians, 
because  I  conceive  it  would  have  been  a  sure  method  to  save  the 
Friendly  Indians,  and  to  destroy  some  of  the  hostile  ones,  and  per- 
kpi  to  iuTolre  the  Indians  in  a  war  against  one  another.  But  a 
fcw  Indian  Goods  would  have  greater  weight  with  the  friendly  In- 
ffioB,  than  all  the  Continental  money  we  can  raise.  Capt"  Brady 
vitk  five  white  men  ft  two  Delaware  Indians  set  out  for  Sandusky 
vilb  a  view  to  bring  off  a  british  Prisoner  or  some  Indian  Scalps. 
Ooeof  his  Indians  left  him  and  returned  to  this  place  sick  or 
eowiidly.  He  has  been  out  ten  days  and  in  as  many  more  I  expect 
Urn  back  agun,  if  he  is  fortunate.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Oi^  Biady  to  the  notice  of  the  Hon'ble  Executive  Coundl  as  an 
excellent  officer,  and  I  sincerely  wish  he  may  not  leave  the  service 
for  want  of  the  promotion  he  has  merited,  and  is  justly  entitled  to, 
erer  dnce  the  resignation  of  Captain  Moore.* 

I  hid  lately  called  out  some  of  the  militia  with  a  view  to  attack 
M&e  of  the  hostile  tribes,  but  finding  it  impracticable  to  subsist 
^eni|  I  was  constrained  to  postpone  the  attempt  untill  a  sufficient 
sapplj  of  provisions  can  bo  obtained. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  most  sincere  respect  and  esteem 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  Obedt.  Servt. 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
To  Hb  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esqr. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Reading,  June  5, 1780. 

Sir, 

I  moat  request  you  would  inform  the  Council  that  in  consequence 
tf  their  Instructions  of  the  27th  ult.,  I  proceeded  Immediately  on 
Hy  Betom  Home  to  Contract  for  the  necessary  Provisions  at  the 
following  Prices,  Vit,  Flour  30s.  ^  C^'.,  Com  5s.  6d.  «  Bushel, 
Oata,  3s.  9d.  ^  Bushel,  Hay  80s.  ^  Ton,  Buckwheat,  48.  ^  Buabel, 
(Exclusive  of  Carriage,  Bags  &  Casks,)  assuring  the  people  at  tb^ 
SUM  TinB  that  the  Merohants  would  take  the  new  money  at  th^ 
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same  Bate  as  Specie,  and  also  that  ia  Case  higher  prices  weirc  |pT« 
in  other  Counties  y  they  should  have  the  same. 

I  thought  it  also  proper  to  acquaint  them  that  the  Money  wonl 
be  received  in  Taxes  at  one  for  Forty  of  the  present  Currency,  whi< 
I  looked  upon  myself  authorised  to  do  by  the  late  Resolves  of  A 
sembly.  I  also  thought  proper  to  offer  for  Carriage  2b.  ^  TW 
for  each  Mile ;  as  also  5s.  for  each  Bag  and  3s.  piece  for  Casks  s 
which  I  conceive  are  the  lowest  prices  1  could  get  them  at  even  I 
Gold  or  Silver. 

Since  the  foregoing  Transactions  I  had  the  Honour  to  reoen 
your  Letter  of  the  30th  ult.,  revoking  my  former  Instractkios  i 
to  prices  to  be  offered,  and  acquainting  me  that  the  House  bs 
rescinded  their  Resolutions  for  fixing  the  money  at  Forty  for  one. 

I  shall,  however,  proceed  in  the  purchases  in  the  manner  alrea^, 
be^n,  as  Grain  is  growing  very  Scarce,  and  may  not  be  to  be  ha 
and  must  beg  the  Favour  of  Council  to  inform  me  as  soon  as  posU 
ble  of  the  Prices  allowed  in  other  Counties  which  I  am  Confides 
will  not  be  lower  than  those  agreed  for  here.  If  hisher  I  shall  fa 
obliged  to  make  it  up  to  the  people  purchased  of  in  tne  County, 
must  also  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  the  Council  would  let  it  fa 
known  (if  proper)  that  the  Money  will  be  taken  in  Taxes  at  th 
Rate  of  One  for  Forty ;  as  I  am  doubtful  whether  the  Farmers  wi 
receive  it  on  any  other  Terms. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Servt. 

NICHOLAS  LDTZ. 

P.  S.     The  Articles  purchased  since  I  received  the  Money 
4  Tuns  of  Flour^  172  Bushels  of  Oats  &  19  Bags. 


Col.  Jno.  Piper  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

June  5th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  would  Beg  Leave  to  Request  a  further  supply  of  Amunition  fin 
the  use  of  the  Militia,  and  volunteers  of  this  County,  as  then  an 
a  number  of  spirited  Men,  Both  in  this  County  and  Cumberland, 
who  are  forming  themselves  into  Companys  to  be  ready  upon  Evo] 
ocasion  to  give  the  frontiers  Every  assistance  Possable,  and  inngsl 
to  Me  to  raise  a  constant  Patroling  Party  upon  the  frontiers  ox  thil 
County,  Provided  I  Can  support  them  with  Provisions  and  anosi- 
tion.    As  I  wrote  a  trne  state  of  our  Situation  to  Uouneill  in  li!y 


PUaofAriLSVL  abohiveb  i78».         «o8 

Letter  of  the  fourth  Inat,  I  shall  oot  Enlarge,  in  Hopes  joul  Pleas 
to  asmr  Mj  PreBeat  DimaiKl  by  this  Bearer. 

I  am  Sir,  with  Due  Respect, 

Your  Ezoellenc/s  Most  Obedient 

and  Tery  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  PIPER.* 

OsPobliok  Service. 

To  Hu  EzoeUeney  Josepk  Reed^  Esquire,  Presidant  in  CSounoil^ 
hsMfhrania. 

P&Tour  of  M'.  William  Csmpble. 


Adam  Witman  and  Taos.  Jones  to  Pbss.  Reed,  1780. 

» 

Reading,  June  5th,  1780. 


By  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of  Lancaster,  one  of 
ov  Board  was  informed  that  they  did  not  Continue  the  double  Tax 
on  those  that  have  not  taken  the  Oath  or  Affirmation  to  their  Re- 
^nnu  for  the  Monthly  Supplies.  Jona.  D.  Serjeants,  Esq.,  Council 
1^  08  wu  that  the  double  Taxesf  are  to  be  Continued,  on  which  we 
Itve  Iisued  out  DupHoates  to  the  Collectors,  but  should  we  act 
*  CoBtrtry  to  what  other  Counties  do,  evenly,  should  it  be  the  perfect 
*"i&iog  of  the  Law,  we  think  we  are  not  able  to  Support  it.  We 
^nerefore  beg  your  advice  thereon  if  Possible  by  this  Post. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Tour  mo.  Obt.  H'ble  Servt, 

ADAM  WITMAN, 
THOS.  JONES,  Junr. 

P.  8.—- We  are  likewise  Informed  that  it  is  discontinued  in  Ches- 
^  County. 

^We(f, 

fnblio  Service. 

.  Bii  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  Supreme  Ezeou- 
**▼«  Council,  Pensylvania. 

*  See  answer,  Jane  18. 

t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  879. 
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Col.  Ephbaim  Bminx  to  Chbjstuh  Wiiitz,  171 

Lancaster  Gonntyi  Jane  5Ui|  I 
Sir, 

The  Oarrieont  at  Sunborry  and  Wyoming  being  nearly  ezl 
of  what  Flour  they  had,  and  as  the  supply  of  those  pla^a^. 
Gbject  of  Immediate  Concern,  have  therefore  in  the  most  p 
Terms  to  request  vonr  utmost  exertiou  in  procuring  three  m 
Barrels  Flour,  and  delivering  the  same  into  the  Magafins  at  1 
ton,  in  order  that  it  may  be  forwarded  to  the  above  mentionac 
while  the  River  admits  of  Navigation — ^beg  your  attention  '1 
Business  in  preference  to  any  ower,  as  the  Wants  of  the  T^ 
those  places  will  admit  of  no  delay,  and  their  supplies  depsi 
your  County  and  Cumberland.     Am  with  Esteem,  Sir, 

y  most  Obd'  Q.  Serv^ 

EPHBAIM  BLAINE,  0.  G 

Christ.  Wirtz,  Contract'  tot  Lane.  County. 


Cheistun  Wibtz  to  Fbes.  Reed,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  Letter  from  the  Council  of  the  80tb,  with  yours  of  th 
I  have  before  me,  and  am  exceedingly  pleas'd  to  hear  Ik 
Oredii  of  the  State  money  is  increasing.  I  shall  observe  to 
no  further  progress  in  hying  it  out  nntill  X  have  Advia 
Council. 

The  Situation  of  Sunbury  &  Wyoming  for  want  of  Floi 
quiring  Immediate  attention,  (which  you  will  perceive  by  t 
closed,  being  a  Copy  of  Col.  Blaine's  Letter,)  I  Could  wis 
soon  I  could  be  favored  with  the  prices  &  Kates  I  am  to  prooi 
The  Success  I  have  yet  met  with  not  being  great 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sirj 

Y'  very  H.  Serv*, 

CHRIST.  WIRTZ,  Com.  P  L 

Lancaster,  June  6th,  1780. 

ZHrectedf 

(On  public  Service.) 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  Presid.  of  the  State  d 
sylvania. 

*  Inclosed  in  C.  W.'s  letter,  6th  June. 


I 
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Audusnir  Vfnttn  to  Pres.  Rbib,  1780. 


AgreeiUe  to  the  order  of  ComiBel;  I  have  perseaded  to  pnrcbiDg 
1^  if  CiUie  k  Sheep ;  if  tfaeay  ire  to  eo  to  Gamp^  it  would  be  the  most 
r     inper  to  hare  m  person  appointed  to  reeeive  them  at  Bristol,  or 

Newtown  ;  I  shall  particular  atend  to  your  directions ;  a  Saturday  i 

expeei  to  haye  a  Number  Collected  to  driye  of. 

N3. 1  must  request  mare  Gertifioatos  the  first  Oportunity,  as  i 
ui  OtBdgs  to  pick  up  Sheep  three  or  four  in  a  place,  or  a  sinsle 
boDodc  t£it  is  any  ways  meat,  which  oblidgc  me  to  Give  a  Gerti& 
ate  tut  mxj  small  Number. 

Sr,  I  remain  your  Most  Obedient| 

humble  Servant, 

AUQUSTIN  WILLETT. 
Trevoae,  June  y  6th,  1780. 

Dimted, 

To  His  Ezeelleney,  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Stato  of  Pen- 

tjlvanit. 


per  favour  Gen.  Wilkinson. 


8fr, 


Col.  Saml.  J.  Atleb  to  Pkbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Pequea,  Jane  6th,  1780. 


Tonr  Favour  of  the  Ist,  by  Mr.  GaQnincham,  has  been  duly  re- 

^^ed,  with  the  blank  Commission,  &c.  inclosed. 

,  lie  necessary  orders  in  consequence  have  been  given  for  the  pro- 

S^^^  and  assembling  the  men  required  for  the  Belief  of  the  Frontier. 

^6  officers  shall  bo  appointed  as  Council  direct,  as  the  men  are 

•^'lected. 

the  next  stop  to  be  taken  will  be  to  see  that  they  are  properly 
'^■'td'd  &  Accoutred,  for  which  purpose  I  believe  I  must  myself 
^^d  in  Philadelphia. 

.If  they  are  to  be  armed  with  Musc[uetts  &  Bayonetts,  I  would 
?^^^h  the  Cartridges  to  be  made  up  with  a  ball  &  six  buck  shot 
^'  ihe  musket  will  well  chamber  them;  And  that  Council  will 
please  to  order  that  they  be  immediately  prepared,  that  the  Troops 
^^y  be  r^y  at  a  Moments  warning. 
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From  tbe  76  Battalions  of  this  State  upwards  of  1200  men  n 
be  procured,  a  number  sufficient  for  two  fine  Battalions ;  If  Conn 
mean  to  Regiment  them,  I  would  beg  leave  to  reccommend  for  t 
Command  of  this  West  Battalion,  Lt.  Col  James  Ross,  the  prsM 
commanding  Officer  of  the  Battalion  of  Militia  in  Lancaster,  I  le 
upon  him  a  Vigilent  and  good  Officer,  and  acquainted  with  mm 
having  bourne  a*L^  Col*  Commission  in  the  Line  of  the  State.  1 
seems  very  desirous  of  serving,  and  doubt  not  he  will  do  Hoaor 
the  State  and  himself. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir,  jour's  and  Councills 

Most  ob't  Hble  Serv't, 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
Directed  J 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  Penasjlniil 


Pr£6.  Reed  to  Committee  of  Mercanhts  of  Phila.,  1781 

Philad, 

Gentlemen, 

The  spirited  &  patriotick  Exertion  made  by  the  Gentlemen  of  4 
City  which  was  the  Subject  of  the  Visit  you  favoured  me  with  |k 
Morning  was  too  deserving  our  attention  to  delay  a  monMifti 
acquainting  you  with  our  sentiments  on  the  proposition  you  tlb( 
made. 

Upon  considering  the  Progress  already  made  under  the  LaW|ti 
Danger  of  the  Country  not  understanding  the  principles  upon  wU 
we  departed  from  the  strict  line  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  the  Adu 
tage  which  the  mercenary  &  disaflfected  would  probably  endeaif 
to  take  of  such  Departure  when  the  Assessment  came  to  be  li 
together  with  the  Risque  of  resuming  the  plan  of  the  Law  afua 
necessary.  I  say  all  these  Things  being  considered  &  having  adiii 
with  some  Gentlemen  well  acquainted  with  the  temper  of  the  Miiil 
we  think  it  most  advisable  to  proceed  under  the  law,  &  wheiLyt 
Quota  is  furnished  for  the  City  we  shall  most  heartily  co-^ljpsn 
with  the  association  in  making  such  Addition  of  Recruits  as  Wf  is 
&  for  this  purpose  shall  procure  some  suitable  Officers  from  Caof 
go  upon  the  Duty  &  in  Behalf  of  the  State  add  a  suit  of  Clottb 
the  Bounty  you  may  think  proper  to  offer. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

With  much  Respect  &  Regard, 
Year  Obed.  & 

Very  Hbble  Senrt, 

JOS.  REED  * 
Indortedf 
Jane  8;  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Tel.  XII.,  p.  881. 
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OiriOBB8  ov  Land  Officb  to  Pres.  Bsed,  1780. 

His  Exeellenoj  The  President  and  the  Honorable  Execotife 
Goimcil  of  Pennajlvaoia. 

OentlemeDi 

HftTing  examined  the  Land  office  Law  which  passed  the  last 
Senon  of  Assemblj^  and  attended  particularly  to  those  Glauses 
ilueb  relate  to  our  respective  offices,  wo  with  submission  coneeiTe 
tbit  there  are  some  Omissions  which  should  be  remedied  previous 
to  oor  entering  upon  busines. 

We  therefore  beg  leave  to  propose  the  following  queries  for  the 
eoonderation  of  your  Honorable  Board  praying  your  Opinion  and 
Iiutractions  thereon^  &  at  the  same  time  wish  that  your  Excellency 
in  Cooncil  would  be  pleased  to  favour  us  with  general  Instructions 
for  oar  Government  m  office. 

Sect  3d  As  the  Receiver  General  was  formerly  paid  by  the  Pro- 
prietaries for  his  Services,  no  Law  providing  him  either  a  salary  or 
'Ml  of  offieCi  should  not  thb  Law  therefore  particularly  stipulate 
^  Salary  and  Fees  7 

Sect  5th  Does  Location  in  this  section  mean  only  the  Locations 
or  Applications  entered  in  the  Books,  &  numbered  and  sent  to  the 
Snrreyor  Generals  Office  as  was  the  custom  on  the  application  plan, 
or  does  it  mean  the  bare  Location  or  Description  of  Lands,  left  in 
^6  Secretary's  office  upon  which  no  farther  Proceedings  were  or 
XMMj  paid  ?  some  of  such  there  are. 

Sect  10th  Does  the  Law  empowering  the  President  or  Vice 
Indent  to  sign  a  Patent  likewise  enable  him  to  sign  a  Warrant  of 
Aeeoptanoe  of  a  Survey  made  on  Application  or  any  other  Warrant 
ofAoeeptanoe  of  Resurvey,  or  Petition? 

Ii  the  Receiver  General  empowered  to  return  Cash  to  the  Pur- 
dmen  of  Land  where  the  quantity  specified  in  their  Warrant  is 
'Aienty  or  where  no  such  Lands  are  to  be  found  ?  And  at  what 
behange  shall  the  Receiver  General  reoeive  the  £5  Strs  ^  cwt,  at  7 

Ve  have  only  to  add  that  as  our  respective  scales  of  Office  are  not 
yot  made,  we  should  be  happy  to  have  the  Directions  of  Council  like- 
^  on  this  head. 

We  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves, 

Your  most  obedient  Hbble  Servants^ 

JNO  LUKENS  8.  G. 

DAVID  KENNEDY  Secy.  Ld.  Off. 

ERAS  JOHNSTON;  R.  Genl 

Philada.;  6th  Juno,  1780. 
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SaMUBL  MORBISy  JUN.,  TO   PrBSIDSNT  BSKDi  1 

Dear  Sir, 

I  shall  give  orders  for  Twenty  of  the  Troop,  properly  ot 
be  ready  to-morrow  morning,  agreeable  to  your  orders  joal; 
Be  so  good  as  to  order  as  some  ammanition,  &a,  as  the  ' 
Entirely  without  I  have  not  been  out  of  my  Chamber  * 
days,  being  Confined  with  the  Gout,  otherwise  should  hia^ 
on  you  on  the  Reoeipt  of  your  orders  of  this  morning  i 
this  oppt'y  to  Inform  you  that  they  shall  also  be  Compfyeid 
lam,  Sir, 

with  great  Bespect, 

Your  moat  obed't 

B'ble  Sen 
SAML.  MOBBI 
Friday  Evening,  June  9th;  1780. 

Directedf 

His  Exoellenoy,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President  of  tbi 
Pennsylvania. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Offiee,  June  fl 
Sir, 

The  General  writes  us  that  the  Enemy  are  out  in  Fie 
below  Springfield  in  Jersey.  What  their  ohjett  is  renui 
covered,  tie  complains  of  the  Want  of  Horse,  ft  ded 
Lee's  corps  may  be  ordered  on  to  counteract  the,  Oaval 
Enemy,  which  are  very  numerous.  We  have  done  on 
Honour  of  communicating  this  Intelligence  as  well  for  Ii 
as  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  Propriety  of  h 
Philadel*  Light  Horse  in  readiness  to  march  in  Case  of  Bi 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect, 

Your  very  obcd.  Servai 
BIOHARD  per 

B 

P.  S.     GenL   Washington's  letter  is  dated  from  Th 
above  Springfield|  the  8«^  inst. 

Direeiedf 

Public  Service. 

His  Ezoellency,  President  Beed,  Philad>. 
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ttuonoNS  OP   Council   to    Col.    of    Citt    Batta- 
lions, 1780. 

June  9, 1780. 

«  Prarident  &  Goancil  have  directed  that  a  Dctacbmcnt  bo 
I  from  every  Company  in  your  Battalion^  under  the  Command 
i  OSoer,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  seize  the  Horse  or  Man  of 
*  Person  Resident,  within  this  City  or  Districts^  who  docs  not 
Ml  a  Certificate  of  having  taken  the  oath  or  Affirmation  of 
j^Hoe  to  the  State,  Delegates  in  Congress,  Foreign  Ministers  & 
MS  holding  any  office  or  Commission  under  the  United  States, 
Stale,  or  any  such  Person  always  excepted.  The  Horses,  when 
1,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Continental  Forage  Yard  in  Walnut 
i, 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  H'bie  Servt. 

.  B.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  stop  Persons  coming  to,  or  going 
Market. 


IWSTRDCTIONS  TO   COL.   Wm.   IIeNRY,   1780. 

10  Necessities  of  the  service  requiring  that  a  Number  of  Horses 
mediately  sent  to  Camp,  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  seize 
lorses  of  the  disaffected,  giving  them  certificates,  to  be  paid  at 
ue  day.  You  are,  therefore,  desired  to  call  upon  the  Colonels 
I  levend  Regiments  of  Militia,  to  order  iiy^ir  Captains  to  parade 
Oompanies  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  Morning,  when  they  will 
w  to  tach  Captain  an  order  to  the  following  Import :  vis.  To 
fe  Horse  or  Man  of  every  Person  not  having  taken  the  Oath 
rmation  of  allegiance  k  Fidelity  to  the  State.  The  Horses,  as 
^  are  to  be  delivered  at  the  Continental  Troop  Yard,  when  they 
n  appraised,  k  Receipts  will  be  given,  which  being  carried 
Doi,  the  State  Commiss",  Certificates  will  be  given  bearing  In't. 
lotaea  of  Delegates  in  Congress,  foreign  Ministers,  k  Persons 

SI  any  office  or  Place  of  Trust  under  the  United  States,  any 
tate,  or  this  State,  k  Persons  not  resident  in  this  City  k  Dis- 
,  are  always  excepted.  This  order  to  be  executed  by  a  Detach- 
6om  each  Company,  under  the  Direction  of  an  offioeri  k  with 
Qe  noise  k  Confusion  as  may  be. 

I  am^  Sir; 

Your  obed.  H'ble  serv*, 

JOS.  REED,  Prcsid-. 
necf,— June  9, 1780. 
Vol.  VIU.— M 
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Instructions  to  Capt.  Samuel  Morris,  1780. 

Philad-,  June  9%  1780 
Sir, 

The  very  critical  situation  of  Gen.  "Washington's  Army,  desdt 
of  Horses  to  remove  his  Artillery  &  valuable  stores,  has  madli 
necessary  to  send  forward,  without  delay,  a  Number  of  Horses,  wU 
cannot  be  obtained  otherwise  then  by  taking  them  frooi  the  i 
affected,  accordingly,  orders  have  issued  to  seize  them  :  bat  as  k 
probable  many  will  attempt  to  get  them  out  of  Town,  wa  la 
thought  it  necessary  to  direct  a  Patrole  of  Light  Horse  on  each  ll 
leading  oat  of  Town,  viz.  at  Frankfort  Bridge,  on  the  German  9m 
Koad,  the  Wissahiccon  Road,  the  Middle  &  lower  Ferrys,  on  8eki; 
kill,  the  Moyamensing,  Passyunk  &  Gloucester  Point  Roads,  whi 
Duty  it  will  be  to  stop  all  Persons  leading  Horses,  or  whom  (I 
still  have  Reason  to  believe  are  taking  Horses  out  of  Town,  to  sfi 
Seizure,  securing  the  Horses  &  delivering  them  at  the  Forage  Tl 
in  Walnut  street,  with  the  Name  &  Person  to  whom  they  are  sail 
belong.  The  Patroles  may  come  in  by  1  o'clock^  by  whieh  !nai 
is  presumed  the  Business  will  be  finished. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obed.  H'ble  serv*, 

JOS.  REfiD, 

Presidest 
Indorted, — To  Sam.  MorriS;  Esq.,  command'  the  Light  Horse. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Christian  Wirtz,  1780. 

Juno  10, 178fc 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Letter  of  the  6th  Inst.,  enclosing  Oa 
Blaine's  Requisition  for  300  Barrels  of-  Flour,  to  be  forwaraed  1 
Sunbury,  with  which  I  would  wish  you  to  comply,  but  the  Com 
are,  at  present,  of  opinion  that  the  demands  of  that  Post,  &  theflti 
ation  of  the  Country,  as  well  as  other  Circumstances,  do  not  ada 
of  sending  any  to  Wyoming.  You  will,  therefore,  please  to  dks 
it  accordingly,  and  confine  yourself  to  the  supply  of  Sunbaiy  oil 
M'  Hambright  will  send  you  by  this  Opp**  the  agreement  ^  it 
merchants,  &o.,  to  receive  the  money,  printed  in  Dutch  &  SngU 
which  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  use  to  advantagOv  The  sitoalii 
of  affairs  is  such,  that  if  supplies  cannot  be  otherwise  obtainedf  I 
must  have  Recourse  to  disagreeable  Means,  which  we  most  earMid 
desire  to  avoid.  I  therefore,  intreat  you  to  use  every  exertioB  ^ 
procure  the  supplies  in  the  ordinary  Course. 

1  am.  Sir,  Your  obed.  & 

Ytry  H'blc  Serf,t 
Directed^ 

To  Major  Wirti,  Commiseioner  of  Sappliii^  Lanetaftar. 
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Col.  Sam'l.  J.  Atleb  to  Pres.  Bsed,  1780. 

Peqnea,  June  10th,  1780. 
Br, 

TIm  Detth  of  a  very  promisiDg  jonng  m«D  a  Brother  of  Mrs. 
ilbe's  has  prevented  mj  coming  to  Philada.  as  I  intended. 

Lporposed  waiting  on  joa  for  the  Arms,  &c.  necessary  for  the 
MB  demanded  by  the  late  Law,  and  to  have  returned  before  they 
solid  be  collected,  I  must  now  wait  their  arrival  in  Lancaster  before 
iMkave  the  County,  the  Quota  of  which  will  be  160  men. 

I  BBSt  beg  Councill  to  order  me  200  Stand  with  the  accoutrements 
sidtfliiDunition  necessary,  as  you  know,  Sir,  there  ought  always/ to 
klpire  Arms  &c.  in  ease  of  Accidents.  • 

Mr.  Carpenter  whom  Councill  was  pleased  from  my  Becommend- 
tlioii  to  appoint  a  Sub- Lieutenant,  having  been  chosen  L*.  Col.  of  one 
.rfkke  Battalions  of  militia,  has  resigned  to  me  his  Lieutenancy.  That 
Ike  Bosiness  might  not  be  at  a  stand,  I  have  stretoh'd  my  Powers 
iigiTiDg  Instructions  to  a  Mr.  Robert  Good  of  the  same  District 
VM  will  I  think  with  more  Besolution  and  activity  perform  the 
Batiei  required. 

Innst  beg  forgiveness  of  Councill  for  this  Trespass  upon  their 
pNlogative,  and  pray  a  Commission  as  Sub-Lieutenant  for  Mr.  Ooody 
tkoin  I  have  seen  and  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

The  I^aw  I  think,  Sir,  has  made  no  provision  for  persons  under 
i|B,it  the  Time  the  oath  of  allegiance  could  be  tendered,  some  who 
m  since  attained  this  age  have  been  returned  to  me  as  officers  and 
I^ifeBS  themselves  willing  to  take  the  oath. 

I  most  beg  your  oppinion  in  this  Case  as  I  have  declined  accepting 
AeBiimtill  1  hear  from  you,  judging  myself  not  authorized  under  the 
Ltv. 

I  anil  Sir,  with  my  best  Regards  for  Councill. 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obedient  and  most  Hble  SerVt 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 

To  his  Ezoellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  President 


'lis.  Bbkd  to  Major  Wm.  Armstrong  &;  Mr.  Smith, 

1780, 

«itlemen, 

f  on  are  hereby  appointed  to  value  the  Horses  that  will  be  brought 
y^  to-morrow  taken  in  Pursuance  of  our  Order.  For  which  Purpose 
^  will  attend  at  the  Forage  Yard  in  Walnut  Street  in  the  Mominc 
^  &  o'oloek.    When  you  will  oonacientiooalj  appniae  the  ievexal 
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Horses  tbat  maybe  brought  id  CoDtineDtal  Money  making  an  Enti}^ 
in  a  Book  for  that  Purpose  of  Uie  Name  of  the  Owner  the  Age  sii^ 
&  Colour  of  the  Horse  or  Mare  &  the  Price  by  you  fixed  Copies  o^ 
which  you  will  afterwards  give  to  such  as  may  apply  to  you  therefon^ 
A  proper  Compensation  will  be  made  you  for  your  Trouble  hereur^ 
and  also  for  Clerks  you  may  find  it  necessary  to  employ.  As  tk^ 
service  will  be  of  short  Duration  &  admits  of  no  Duty  you  eaoBQjf 
be  excused  from  the  Duty  on  any  account. 

It  may  be  proper  to  brand  the  Horses  as  appraised  with  t]a« 
Continental  Brand. 

I  am  Gent 
Tour  very.  Hbble  Scrv. 

JOS.  REED  President 


Copy  of  letter  of 

Gknl.  Washington  to  Comm'ee  of  Congress,  1780. 

Head  quarters,  Springfield,  June  llth^  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  eligible  step  at  the  present  junotorei 
to  reiterate  our  instances  with  the  several  States  to  engage  them  to 
press  the  measures  recommended  in  your  former  letter.  Not  odIj 
the  time  is  sliding  away  very  fast,  every  moment  of  which  ought  to 
•be  improved  for  the  intended  oo-operation,  but  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  demand  early  exertion  in  our  power  for  the  purposes  of 
defence.  There  can  now  remain  no  doubt  that  Charlcstown  and  iti 
carrisoD  have  fallen.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  with  the  whole  or  the  greatest  part  of  his  force  wtli 
shortly  arrive  at  New- York.  The  expectation  of  the  French  fleet 
and  Army  will  certainly  determine  the  enemy  to  unite  their  foroe. 
General  Knyphausen  still  continues  in  the  Jerseys  with  all  the  foree 
which  can  be  spared  from  New- York ;  a  force  greatly  superior  to  oaia 

Should  Sir  Henry  join  him,  the  superiority  will  be  decided,  1111 
equal  to  almost  any  thing  the  eneroj^  may  think  proper  to  attempt 
It  is  true,  they  are  at  this  time  inactive,  but  their  continuance  wbert 
they  are,  proves  that  they  have  some  project  of  importance  in  cofl' 
templation  perhaps  they  arc  only  waiting  till  the  Militia  grow  tired 
and  return  home  (which  they  are  doing  every  hour)  to  prosecQt^ 
their  designs  with  less  opposition.  This  would  be  a  critical  monest 
for  us.  Perhaps  they  arc  waiting  the  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  ClintoD, 
either  to  push  up  the  North  river,  against  the  highland  posts,  oi  to 
bend  their  whole  force  against  this  Army,  in  either  case,  the  mo^ 
disastrous  oonsequences  are  to  be  apprehended.  You  who  are  veil 
acquainted  with  our  situation,  need  no  arguments  to  evince  the  danger. 
The  Militia  of  this  state  have  run  to  arms,  and  behaved  with  •> 
ardor  and  spirit  of  whieh  there  are  few  examples.    But  persoveiao^ 


« 
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in  eodaring  the  rigors  of  military  servioe  is  not  to  be  expected  from 
tliote  who  we  not  by  profession  obliged  to  it.  The  reverse  of  this 
opbioD  has  been  a  great  misfortaoe  in  our  affairs,  and  it  is  high  time 
ve  ihoald  leeoTer  ^om  an  error  of  so  pernicious  a  nature.  We  must 
alMoIately  have  a  force  of  a  different  composition,  or  we  must  relin- 
fiiih  the  oootest. 

Ii  a  few  days  we  may  expect  to  have  to  depend  almost  wholly  on 
sv  Continental  force,  and  this  from  your  own  observation,  is  totally 
iaideqiiate  to  oar  juifety.  The  exigency  calls  loudly  upon  the  States 
Iq  eury  all  the  recommendations  of  the  committee  into  the  most 
vigovoos  and  immediate  execution,  but  most  particularly  that  of 
ooBpkating  our  battalions  by  a  draft,  and  with  all  the  expedition 
potsibie. 

I  beg  leave  to  advise,  that  these  ideas  be  all  clearly  held  up  to  the 
Btiifli.    Whatever  inconvenience  there  may  be  in  diffusing  the 
knotledge  of  our  circumstances,  delicate  as  they  are,  there  is  in  my 
^/moa,  more  danger  in  concealing  than  disclosing  them. 
1  bi?e  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect  &  esteem. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  most  obedient  &  bumb'  serv'*. 

G.WASHINQTON. 
2^iree/«J,-^Committee  of  Congress  for  co-operation. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pbes.  Rbed,  1780. 

Beading,  June  11, 1780. 
fir, 

I  mtut  request  you  would  inform  Council  that  in  Consequence  of 

jov  letter  of  the  1*'  of  June,  I  proceeded  immediately  to  purchase 

(^^  k  Sheep  but  found  them  to  be  very  Scarce,  as  there  had  been 

n  ouuiy  Butchers  &  drovers  from  Philadelphia  and  other  places, 

^t  bsd  bought  them  up  before. 

I  procured  10  Head  of  Cattle  &  40  Sheep  most  of  which  I  was 

pU^  to  take  according  to  the  Act.     I  would  have  sent  these  down 

'lUMdiately  bat  am  abort  in  Gash  to  bear  the  expenses  on  their 

^|.    If  you  think  proper  to  send  me  an  order  on  the  Treasury  for 

^  Bi^y  of  OasK  I  oottld  forward  them  immediately  without  that  I 

^t  be  able  to  get  any  body  to  assist  me. 

I  sm  just  setting  off  to  try  another  Bout,  shall  do  what  in  my 

r^Hf  to  Supply* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency's  most 

obeidt.  and  humblo  Servt., 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ. 

K.  B.    Sbonld  be  glad  you  would  send  me  an  answer  as  soon  as 

TQi«ible. 

^nrtctedr-To  His  Bxcelleney  Joaepb  Boed  Esqr.,  Philadelphia. 

VPost. 
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Gov.  Wm.  LiviNasTON  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Trenton,  11<^  Jone^  IT 
Sir, 

It  appears  by  a  Letter  from  Lord  Sterling  of  jesterdajrs  ^t 
tbe  Enemy  were  still  reinforcing  behind  their  lines  on  Elii 
Town  point,  and  he  supposes  their  design  is  to  tire  oat  tbe  a 
ft  when  they  leave  ns,  to  attack  tbe  army,  or  that  they  are  n 
expectations  of  Troops  from  Carolina,  &  wait  till  they  are  d 
attack  us  in  still  greater  force  &  make  sure  work  of  it, ''  &  he  ( 
it  will  be  necessary  to  make  oarselves  as  strong  as  possible  b 
ting  in  all  the  militia  we  can." 

As  I  baye  had  no  other  official  notice  of  tbe  Matter  exosj 
above  L^ter,  ft  only  received  that,  this  morning,  as  part  c 
militia  live  at  a  prodigious  distance  from  the  place  invaded, 
several  of  our  Regiments  along  the  frontiers  cannot  be  called 
their  own  Counties  without  exposing  them  to  the  ravages  i 
Refugees ;  it  would  be  of  singular  service  to  the  Common  Oa 
have  the  assistance  of  the  militia  of  your  State  as  soon  as-posa 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard. 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble 

ft  Obedient  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTOI 

Directed^ 

(Public  Service,)  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.,  Presid 
tbe  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Fa 
Tania,  Philadelphia. 

GK>vemor  Livingston. 


Copt — Genl.  WAsniNoxoN  to  Committee  of  Covfl 

1780. 

Head  quarters,  Springfield,  Jane  12%  11 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  information  which  though  not  official,  I  dai 
then  tic,  that  some  of  the  States  have  taken  np  tbe  measora  o 
menting  their  Battalions  by  a  draft  on  a  less  extensive  footi^ 
was  urged  in  your  circular  letter  of  the  25*^  of  May.  tbi 
wish  to  pay  in  every  instance  implicit  deference  to  tbe  determi 
of  the  respective  States,  I  think  it  my  duty,  in  the  present 
onoe  more  to  declare  with  freedom,  that  I  conceive  the  meai 
filling  our  battalions  to  their  full  complement,  fundamental  t^ 
operation  on  a  large  scale.— That  every  thing  short  of  tU 
infallibly  compel  us  to  confine  ourselves  to  a  more  defenaifi 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  S86. 
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mept  M  to  some  little  partial  iadeoiBive  eoterpriEes  agniDst  remote 
poiota;  tnd  will  of  coarse  disappora)  the  expectationa  o(  our  aliies; 
lid  piotract  the  War. 

Tkt  force  which  has  been  stated  as  necessary  is  as  small  as  can 
pn  08  iDj  prospect  of  a  decisive  effort.  If  it  is  not  furnished  we 
Mil  renounce  everj  hope  of  this  kind.  It  remains  with  the  States 
tiMliie  the  conseqnences.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  great* 
mmpect  and  esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

G«  WASHINGTON. 
(Copy.) 

Ike  Committee  of  co-operation. 


Omiiiittbb  op  Congress  at  Camp  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1780. 

4 

Circalar. 

Morris  Town,  Juno  12,  1780. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to 
nbj  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  Contents  will  advise  you  to 
vfal  an  alarming  crisis  our  •  affairs  are  reduced.  The  General 
terres,  with  groat  propriety,  that  this  Committee  ''  need  no  argu- 
Nats  to  evince  the  danger.''  Indeed  we  do  not ;  our  own  obscrva- 
ioM  have  led  to  the  fullest  conviction  that  unless  the  force  stated 
I  ou  second  letter  of  the  25*^  ult.,  is  drawn  into  the  field  with  a 
ihritj  equal  to  the  urgency  of  the  occasion,  the  period  which  is  to 
■door  liberty  and  gpmmeuce  the  most  disgraceful  state  of  slavery 
^  hnman  nature  has  ever  cxperieoced  is  not  far  distant.  But 
*ii  and  gloomy  as  the  prospect  is,  America  has  it  in  her  power  to 
*^tfd  the  Cloud  by  those  exertions  of  which  she  is  abundantly 
fible,  and  to  which  it  is  her  duty  to  rouse  from  every  considera- 
flft  which  can  affect  the  human  heart.  We  are  most  indubitably 
oaeiKd  of  the  means  wherewith  to  expel  the  enemy  from  every 
■t  of  the  Continent,  but  it  requires  a  display  of  that  virtue  which 
irtbgaished  the  Citizens  of  llome  when  their  state  was  as  ours 
JviSyOn  the  brink  of  ruin;  and  we  trust  Americans  impressed 
U^  proper  sense  of  the  blessings  of  peace,  Liberty  &  Indepen- 
nea  will  follow  the  bright  example,  and  evince  to  future  ages  what 
M  Binds  are  capable  of  when  driven  to  the  extremity  of  distress. 
We  dare  not  suppose.  Sir,  efficient  measures  have  not  been 
iapled  by  your  state  to  com  pleat  your  battallions  to  the  establish- 
tit  noommended  in  the  letter  above  referred  to.  On  the  contrary 
^  isiieve  that  the  men  are  raised  or  raising,  but  we  have  to  Govjore 
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yoa  to  baston  them  on  to  the  Army  without  a  moment's  deki 
intreat  you  likewise  to  give  the  most  pointed  direction  to  M 
unremitting  attention  to  forward  the  supplies  allotted  to  yw 
to  be  furnished  as  specified  in  our  letter  of  the  2'  Instant 

Had  the  Enemy  on  Wednesday  last  pursued,  what  was  M 
believed  to  be  their  object,  our  heavy  Cannon  &  stores  woiud 
tably  have  fallen  into  their  hands,  as  our  military  force  wia 
petcnt  to  their  protection,  and  the  means  of  conveying  tl 
places  more  distant  for  want  of  horses  &  Carriages  out  of  oar 

Since  writing  the  above  a  second  letter  from  the  Gen*  hi 
handed  us,  a  copy  whereof  we  inclose.  Previous  to  our  reoon 
tion  to  com  pleat  the  Battallions  to  504  Hank  &  file,  we  bai 
fercnce  with  the  General  on  the  subject,  in  which  the  ra^ 
thoroughly  canvassed  and  the  necessity  of  the  augmentatkm 
evinced,  the  reduction  of  Charles  Town  was  then  still  probhi 
We  had  even  hopes  that  it  would  have  been  saved,  and  thi 
land  &  Delaware  lines  have  returned  to  this  Army,  whid 
with  the  quota  requested  of  the  states  would  have  amov 
about  25,000  men,  the  number  which  Congress  had  promii 
Illustrious  ally  should  bo  brought  into  the  field  to  Co-open 
his  troops.  It  is  now  believed  that  Charles  Town  is  rednc 
the  troops  which  defended  it  prisoners,  consequently  we  An 
tainly  not  have  the  Maryland  &  Delaware  troops }  hence  t 
this  quarter  will  be  less  by  nearly  three  Thousand  men  tl 
esUmate.  We  therefore  most  earnestly  intreat  that  no  de 
may  be  made  from  the  numbers  we  have  stated  as  necessary. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  respect  &  Estecmi 

Your  most  Ob*  servants, 

PH.  SCHUTLEI 
JNO.  MATHER 
NATHL.  PEAIM 
Direrted, 
To  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780, 

I  am  just  favoured  with  your  Excellencies,  &  am  to  infl 
that  Lt.  Bigham  was  set  off  with  the  Horses  before  I  retv 
the  barracks ;  he  complained  to  me  in  the  morning  of  sevoA 
he  met  with,  particularly  in  procuring  halters. 

His  conduct  has  been  so  reprehensible  that  I  thought  it  fl 
to  send  for  him  this  morning  &  tell  him  very  freely  my 
thereof.    In  consequence  of  an  arrangement  with  GenL  ¥ 


I 
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haJ  ordered  him  to  set  off  Friday  afternoon  with  all   the  pmall  par- 
ties in  town  belonging  to  tho  army.     Want  of  arms  &  ammunitioa 
detaioad  him  till  Saturday  morning  when  I  dircetcd  him  to  take 
two  daiertera  then  in  the  new  Oaol  under  hi»  care ;  this  he  negleeted. 
Ht  look  charge  of  the  hones  without  any  orders,  tho  another  officer 
wappoiDted  for  that  serTioe;  be  took  a  corporal  &  11  men  of  tho 
llttjuuid  Line,  who  were  waiting  here  for  an  officer  to  conducl 
km  to  the  Southward,  without  orders.     I  should  have  stopped 
Ihem  had  he  not  told  me  he  knew  not  where  to  procure  other  men, 
fc  had  given  them  80  dollars,  which  was  a  needless  waste  of  the 
fiUis  money,  as  they  must  have  gone,  if  ordered,  as  soldiers.     Ho 
farther  told  me  he  would  not  take  them  farther  than  Bristol,  where 
a8erj(&  12  men  were  to  wait  for  him,  tho  bis  orders  on  Friday 
vera  to  march  bis  party  to  camp  with  all  expedition. 

Ahessian  Deserter  has  been  with  mc,  but  as  he  says  the  enemy 
eime  to  the  Jerseys  on  Tuesday  night  &  bo  deserted  early  the  next 
DGroiDg,  cannot  givo  any  information,  nor  can  be  tell  bow  many 
eorpi  were  on  the  expedition. 

A  freaoh  man,  who  has  been  in  that  service,  but  produces  a  regu- 
lir  discharge,  has  been  with  me  to  enlist;  he  appears  feeble,  but  be 
BJBii  is  owing  to  a  late  sickness.  I  have  sent  him  to  you  to  know 
joor  Excellencies  opinion  as  to  bis  being  taken  as  a  substitute  or 
Remit. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 

Tour  Excellencies 

Most  obedt.  Servt. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 

12  Jane,  1780. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 


John  Hates,  Jr.,  to  Paes.  Reed,  1780. 

Northampton  County,  Allen  Township,  Juno  12, 1780. 

I  Reoeved  your  appointment  of  Comisery  of  Purehea  fcr  tho  fede- 
^  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  accordingly  have  made  as  much 
l^twstas  is  in  my  Power  for  To  Purchcs  Beef  Cattel  or  Sheep  with 
1^  Nets  of  Credit,  But  I  Could  Not  Pass  any  of  them  But  Tow  in 
Three  Days.  The  Reson  of  their  Not  Passing  in  this  Pairt  is  on 
^ceouat  of  the  old  Purchcscrs  Which  Bought  up  all  the  Cattel  they 
Coold  on  Their  Credit,  and  the  Peopel  Cannot  Get  their  Pay  for 
^at  they  sold  them  Last  fall  for  to  Discharge  their  Dots  with. 
Which  makes  the  money  so  much  wanted.  I  Wase  Apointed  by 
^8  Levts.  of  this  County  for  to  Purches  Beef  and  Sheep  for  the 
'Italia  that  is  Called  out  on  the  front  Teors  of  this  County,  and  it 
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is  with  Oreafc  Deffeotoaltj  that  I  got  them  Sapljed  until  Now*  In 
Beef  Gattel  is  very  Scerce  and  hanl  to  be  Got }  if  there  b  ootBH 
other  way  Lead  out  for  to  Soppley  them  I  will  Give  up  aiid.BM 
my  Post  If  There  were  Sum  money  in  hand  it  would  Ineorip  A 
Seller  for  to  Give  what  the  Can  Spair,  as  there  is  maney  thaitii 
money  for  to  Pay  their  Dots  with.  The  times  is  Tcry  Dangmi 
with  us  at  the  Present.  Last  Satarday  there  ware  an  attache  hi 
on  the  House  of  Rinehart  By  A  Party  of  Indians  in  the  moraiw 
.  The  were  Thought  to  Be  about  the  Number  of  IS 
fifteen,  But  did  no  Damage  But  killed  one  Hors.  I  have  Lead  t 
Case  Before  you  By  these  Lines,  and  want  that  you  would  Send  i 
Answer  By  the  Berer  what  must  be  I>on  with  the  malatia  at  PnN 
This  is  all  from  your  friend 

and  Humbel  Servent, 

JOHN  HATS,  JuML* 


Pbss.  Reed  to  Col.  A.  Lochbt,  1780. 

Sir, 

,  Your  Letter  of  the  1st  Instf  has  been  duly  received  &  Anin 
tion  ord'  according  to  your  Desire.  The  present  State  of  piiU 
affairs  of  which  Mr.  Scott  will  give  you  a  particular  Account,  k 
alarming  that  we  cannot  at  present  do  any  Tj^ing  farther  fory 
Belief.  The  Enemy  have  made  a  Lodgment  at  Elizabeth  Town, 
New  Jersey,  scarcely  two  Days  Journey  from  this,  &  should  i 
Acddcnt  befal  Gen.  Washington  the  Consequences  would  be  v 
fatal  to  this  City — at  all  Events  he  requires  our  Support — ^We  m 
therefore  on  this  Occasion  entreat  you  to  use  every  Exertion  for  y 
own  Safety  within  your  Beach — We  are  much  concerned  to  fiu 
many  Accidents  befal  the  Supplies  sent  into  the  back  Counties, 
the  same  Time  that  you  desire  Losses  replaced  we  think  you  we 
do  well  to  inquire  into  the  Causes  of  these  real  or  pretended  A 
dents  &  bring  Persons  to  some  Account,  as  we  cannot  but  th 
there  must  be  some  Imposition. 

Your  Intentions  to  go  ag*  the  Indians  are  very  pleasing  to  nsi 
have  no  Doubt  the  Example  will  prove  very  useful.  The  Bemi 
of  the  Becords  may  also  have  been  a  very  proper  Measurei  as  lin 
of  that  Nature  are  irretrievable. 

No  Petition  has  been  sent  here  against  you  or  a  Copy  should  A 
been  forwarded  as  you  desire — As  we  are  sensible  that  PrejndiM 
Besentments  are  often  hastily  taken  up  ag^  publick  officers  vs 
not  trust  them  without  due  Inquiry. 

^  When  you  see  Col.  Proctor  vou  will  Inform  him  I  have  riM 
his  Letter  which  the  Hurry  of  the  Messenger  does  not  give  me  O 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  876. 
t  See  page  282. 
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k  niver^Yoti  will  therefore  eommiinietto  this  to  him,  ft  be 
iMred  that  every  Thing  will  be  done  for  your  Aelief  whieh  our  Girw 
anuDBtaooee  will  admit. 

I  am  in  Haste  Sir, 

yoar  Friend  &  Hbble  Serr. 
kdoned. 

1780,  Jane   12th,  to  Colonel  Archibald  Lochrj,  Lieut,  of  W* 
Coaotj. 


Prks.  Reed  to  Charles  Wilson  Pkalb,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Conncil  retnm  jon  their  Thanks  for  the  obliging  Mark  of 
jov  AttenUoQ  this  morning  bj  presenting  the  Portrait  of  the  late 
JMrthy  President  Wharton.  A  Character  so  amiable  &  distinguieked 
k  the  great  Contest  cannot  be  too  maeh  honoured  or  bis  Remera- 
kiBoe  toe  well  preserved.  It  will  therefore  be  placed  near  the  Por- 
M  of  our  excellent  Gen.,  with  whom  in  his  Station  he  so  nobly  k 
iMfttlly  co-operated. 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obed«  ft 

very  Hbbl.  Serv. 

1780,  June  I2th,  to  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  Esq. 


Prbs.  Beeb  to  Gol.  John  Piper,  1780. 

four  Favour  of  the  5th  June*  was  duly  received.  We  have  ob« 
*VTed  with  much  Concern  that  Supplies  of  Ammunition  intended 
^  tbe  Frontiers  as  well  as  other  Articles  sent  by  casual  Opportani- 

tiddom  arrive  at  the  Place  of  their  Destination  without  much 
.  The  Bearer  of  this,  Mr.  Campbell,  not  going  back  thro  vour 
County  we  have  deferred  sending  the  Ammunition  requested  till  a 
poj  Opp'  offers.  But  we  would  request  you  on  all  Occasions  of 
■h  kind  to  mention  the  Quantity  ft  to  send  some  suitable  Person 
^Iwaji  to  take  Care  of  it.  Wc  find  much  more  Difficulty  ia  the 
Meiiis  of  Transportation  than  procuring  the  Articles- 
:  The  Dublick  Business  has  sometimes  been  delayed  a  whole  Day 
^lile  lilembers  of  the  Council  were  employed  in  looking  for  Waggons 
^  fioraes— which  is  not  only  inconvenient  but  degrading. 

I  do  not  mention  these  Circumstances  as  discouraging  to  you  to 
^Pply  when  ft  for  what  is  necessary  but  that  the  Business  may  be 
footed  with  more  Advantage  to  you  ft  Care  to  us — As  it  will 

*  See  page  802. 
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allways  gWe  us  Pletsore  to  afford  all  ponible  Belief  ft  gnii 
raasonaue  Ezpeetation— I  am 

Sir  your  obed.  HbbL  Serr., ''- 

JOS.  B 
DxrecUdf 
Ool.  John  Piper,  Bedford. 

1780,  Jane  13th,  To  Colonel  John  Piper. 


Chablbs  Pbttit  to  P&es.  Bebd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  13  Jane, 
Sir, 

I  had  the  bonor  to  present  to  year  Excellency  on  the 
April,  the  Dranffht  of  CoDgreee  on  the  President  &  Coane 
State  of  Pennayliania  for  two  hundred  thooaand  Dollaipi 
am  informed  has  not  yet  been  transmitted  to  the  State  T 
As  that  order  is  now  my  only  resoaree  for  contingent  ez; 
mast  reqaest  it  may  be  directed  to  the  Treasurer  for  payme 
may  be  enabled  to  draw  the  money  as  he  can  find  it  oonT 
pay  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully 

Yoor  Excellency's 

most  obed'  Serv^, 

CHARLES  PET 

A.  Q.  M.  < 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the 
Pennsylvania. 


OoL.  Samuel  Bea  for  Col.  Chambers  to  Pbm 

•1780. 

Lower  Smithfield,  y*  14^  of  JanOi 

To  The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Coancil  in  I 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Qentlemen, 

Col.  Bea  Beiug  indisposed  With  a  Plaeritick  Disord 
Directed  me  to  Send  to  Your  Board  for  the  Arms  Ammn 
Nesisarry  Equipment  For  the  Yolantier  Company  Baisec 
County  As  abo  Four  Instructions  for  Their  Distination  anc 
they  are  To  Perform.    We  Have  Concluded  to  Muster  1 

*  See  Colon.  Roo.,  Yet  XII.,  p.  895. 
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hakj  the  22*<  InataQi  at  £a«ton  Where  thej  Will  Be  farnisbed 
rilk  their  Arms  If  arired  And  Ordered  to  the  Care  and  Charge  of 
V  Johannes  Vanetton  The  Bearer  M'  Ab»  V.  Cortright  Will 
•SKie  aad  Take  Charge  of  the  Aboye  Artioules  I  Have  Nothing 
!bt  Id  reUte  the  Sayagca  Have  Not  been  Seen  bier  Since  the 
■l^anent  of  Cap*  Vanetten. 

I  am  Gentlemen; 

With  much  Respect 

Yoar  Hum.  Serv*., 

JOHN  CHAMBERS,  S.  L.* 
Knekd, 

(Qa  Pabliok  Service,)  To  His  Ercellcncj  Joseph  Reed,  President 
rf  tke  Supreme  Executive  Council  In  &  for  the  State  of  Pcnnsylva- 
MS  fttt  PhUadelphia. 


Jamxs  Glatpoole,  Shbf.  to  Pbes.  Resd,  1780. 

Spruce  Street,  14^  June,  1780. 

Agreeable  to  your  intimation  I  now  have  the  Honor  of  relating  to 
nNtf  Excellency  some  particulars  respecting  the  SherifiTa  Office  at 
I  Kprds  myself. 

Wr.  William  Masters  and  Col.  William  Coats  were  refum'd  to  His 
^  Excellency  Thomas  Wharton  Esquire,  the  then  President  and 
be  H<m^>*  Supreme  Executive  Council  as  Sheriff's  Elect  in  October 
776  continued  uncommissioned  as  Sheriffs  Elect  and  appointed  by 
'<iaodl  but  without  Commission  or  acting  till  the  said  President 
nd  Council  the  13*^  of  Juno  1777  were  pleased  to  Commission  mo 
B  Hr.  Masters  finally  declining  to  act  or  Qualifye.  I  continued  to 
owhit  business  came  to  the  Office  'till  September  following  and  in 
'Mer  the  British  Army  having  taken  possession  of  the  City  and 
>^  part  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  no  General  Election  was 
lU  for  said  County  except  at  the  upper  District  at  Jacob  Wentz's 
^  10  return  as  I  understand  except  for  Members  of  the  general 
^Mably — ^During  the  Residence  of  the  English  in  Philadelphia  no 
■i  Vu  either  commissioned  or  apointed  'till  on  my  return  from 
'^iml  Washington's  Head  Quarters  to  York  Town  in  May  1778 
^  a  Letter  from  The  Hon^^'  George  Bryan  Esquire  signifying  a 
5>ue  I  should  come  down  to  Lancaster  where  I  received  a  Commia* 
l>>u  Sheriff  18'^  of  June  and  came  down  to  Philadelphia  as  soon 
JpoKible  and  on  the  13th  of  October  following  was  returned  with 
Ir*  Christopher  Ludwig  as  Sheriff  Elect  and  likewise  at  the  foUow- 
*(  whieh  was  the  last  general  Election  so  that  I  have  been  but 
*Ki  eleoted  to  that  Office— I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  your  Excel* 

*  See  CoL  Rte.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  891. 
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lesey  thti  I  have  exeoated  the  Offioe  under  poeuHar  &d 
BQoh  «s  the  great  DifBenlty  of  procaring  saitable  AeaietHita 
of  our  Citisens  bemg  engaged  in  the  Army  departOMnii 
lownesa  of  the  fees  they  being  during  the  time  of  niy  finfe 
•ion  only  the  same  nominal  aum  altho  it  would  not  pnnfa 
one  third  it  would  formerly  they  were  inoreaaed  two  for  on 
eaater  just  before  my  second  appointment  at  which  rate  and 
one  the  fees  continued  'till  some  time  in  December  last  i 
were  increased  to  Thirty,  until!  which  time  the  Exccntii 
Offioe  brought  me  manifestly  and  unavoidably  in  Debt  mo 
ally  in  every  Instance  of  Executing  Process  at  any  distance 
City  when  the  necessary  expenses  to  myself  have  frequentl; 
more  than  ten  times  that  all  the  fees  have  amounted  ta 
which  I  have  in  no  way  received  any  compensation  and  hic 
the  fees  now  are  require  the  best  (Economy  to  affoid  a  a 
for  the  support  of  myself  and  Officers  I  beg  leave  to  add 
should  by  any  means  be  deprived  of  having  the  Office  anot! 
after  tho  ensuing  Electbn  I  know  of  no  way  by  whieh  1 1 
enabled  to  make  up  for  Deficiencies  of  the  fees  for  the  fti 
part  of  the  time  past — ^I  hope  your  Excellency  will  pa 
length  of  this  and  am. 

Your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

JAMES  CLAYPOOLEpt 

Direeiedt 

Hia  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


GoL.  Andrsw  Botd  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Sadsbury,  14  th  Jone. 
Sir, 

T  was  honour'd  with  your  Excellencies  Letter,  respecting 
of  Teams  for  the  public^  service,  and  I  am  sorry  to  infomi 
that  plan,  thougli  well  calculated  to  serve  the  publick  deea 
not  to  injure  the  Farmers,  has  not  answered  the  end  prop 
do  1  exspect  that  we  shall  be  capable  of  supplying  the 
Master  department  with  one  Brigade  of  Waggons,  but  byoo 
measures,  however  disagreeable  that  mode  nay  be. 

They  greater  part  of  the  Teams  in  this  County  that  waa 
employed  in  the  public  service  hath  either  sold  them  to  thi 
or  is  now  employed  in  farming,  and  them  that  do  yet 
engaged  at  the  head  of  Elk  ;  it  is  hard  that  this  County  al 
called  on  for  their  qnota  of  Waggons,  and  have  a  number  c 
constantly  employed  in  doing  the  business  that  belongs  tfl 
State^  that  quarter  haa  allways  prevented  ns  in  this  Countj 
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plying  the  publick  with  Waggons,  under  the  Inw,  the  sorvioe  at  Elk 
u  more  easy,  and  Forrage  more  plenty  thao  at  or  near  the  Army  ; 
which  indaees  the  owner  of  Teams  to  prefer  that  service  to  any  other. 

I  kaye  the  honour  to  be, 

with  much  respect, 

your  EzcelleQoies  very  Homble  Servk., 

ANDW.  BOYD,  W.  M.  O.  0.  C. 
Hii  Excellency^  Joseph  Beed,  President,  Philadelphia. 


Archibald  McElrot  to  Pres.  Heed,  1780. 

Sir, 
Ai  as  ofiuser  of  the  Militia  I  beg  leave  to  lay  a  state  of  things  befora 

a  that  I  Coald  Wish  to  have  Remedy  if  possible.    I  have  Receiv* 
en  to  have  the  Battalion  I  Command   in  Constant  readinesSp 
Should  the  be  wanted,  which  I  Wish  to  do  with  great  Pleasure,  but 
*e  have  no  arms  fit  for  Use,  or  third  the  Compliment  we  ought  to 
have  of  any  kind.     As  I  am  Informed  there  is  a  Great  Number  of 
SUQ8  Dispersed  through  the  County,  I  have  to  Request  you  to  give 
Orders  to  have  them  Collected  and  put  in  Order.     I  have  AppTv'd 
^  Mr.  Hart,  our  Lieut.,  and  have  not  beard  of  any  Move  in  that 
^tter  yet ;  the  Militia  on  the  Old  Establishment  Complains  much 
l^t  the  former  fines  has  not  been  Collected,  and  the  Torys  triumph 
^  tnd  Expect  it  will  be  the  Case  Under  this  New  Law.      This 
^%ieot  in  the  former  officers  has  hurt  the  spirit  of  the  well  afiiected 
P^ple  hear  as  the  have  Attended  or  paid  on  Muster  days,  whilst 
j^o  others  has  made  sport  of  them.     Q'he  late  Resolve  of  Counsel 
^  the  lulisting  two  men  Out  of  Each  Company  is  not  Comply'd 
^^b  yet,  hear  the  men  is  to  bo  had,  but  Expect  a  Large  Bounty. 
^  I  have  no  Directions  how  to  do  in  the  Matter,  I  Could  wish  it 
^  put  on  such  a  footing  soon  so  as  to  Answer  all  the  Good  purpose 
vOYernment  Intended  it  for. 

Sir,  I  am.  With  Respect  and  Differance, 

ARCH.  Mcelroy. 

^bristol,  June  15. 

fiis  Exoollenoy,  Joseph  Reed,  &c. 
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Colo.  Christophbr  Eucher  to  Pres.  Rekd, 

Lebanon^  Jane  ISfel 

Sir, 

Bj  Mr.  Phillip  Wciser  Your  Exccllenoj  will  Reeeiye 
the  Officers  of  the  Second  Hattalion  of  Lancaster  Countj 
Whom  Yoa  will  be  Pleased  to  Grant  Commissions. 

The  Pressing  Demands  and  Penetrative  Requests  o 
Affected  People  for  the  Collection  of  the  Old  Fines,  N( 
me  to  make  Application  for  Your  Excellency's  Order  and 
in  the  Premises,  to  Attone  the  Heavy  Complaints  of  the 
pla  who  have  all  ways  Rendered  their  Personal  Servi 
Militia,  and  to  Silence  the  Ridicule  and  Tantalizing  of 
fected,  who  never  have  done  any  Duty,  neither  in  Person 
Pecuniary  Way. 

Should  Your  Excellency  bo  Pleased  with  the  Reoomm< 
Mr.  Adam  Orth,*  then  it  is  hoped  You  will  Please  to  IK' 
pat  the  Law  in  Execution  against  such  as  were  Delinqi 
the  Late  Militia  Law,  and  to  Prevent  to  Total  Pemioic 
quenee  which  will  Attend  the  Collection  of  the  New  Fu 
the  Old  shall  be  fully  Discharged. 

{Your  Excellency  will  Therefore  take  the  Premises  in  Con 
and  Grant  the  Good  People  Such  Reasonable  Satiab 
Enable  the  Present  Officers  to  discharge  the  Farthe 
Required  of  them,  as  Your  Excellency  Shall  think  Propel 

I  am,  with  due  Respect, 

Your  Exoelleneys  most  Obedt.  Humb.  Servant 

CHRTSTOPH  KUCHER,  8.  I 

Dtrectedf 
On  Public  Service.' 

To  his  Excellency,  Jos.  Reed,  President,  at  Phlladelpk 

Favoored  per  Mr.  Weiser. 


r, 


Colo.  Johic  Hannuu  to  Prss.  Rbbd,  178 

Bradford.  Jnna  Ifi* 


u 
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thej  Are,  beiog  well  assured  that  one  person  may  Bo  found  that 
will  £ogage  to  furnish  the  Pennsylvania  Troops  with  Every  neoesery 
mo?isioD8|  And  to  miffer  Death  the  Day  They  are  Destitute  thereof. 
lOQwill  please  To  Order  Capt^  Siininsoi»  to  Reeeve  the  Am*  of  Two 
TlwHiiid  poands,  the  Expense  Incnr'd  in  famishing  the  said  Cattle 
■iiheep. 

I  Remain,  with  all  Dne  Ro^et, 

yoar  most  Obt.,  Ilamb.  Sert., 

5  JOHN  HANNDM. 

;:         Bii  Exeellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 


Pbes.  of  CoNaRBSs  TO  Pres.  Rebd,  1780. 

Circular. 

Sir, 

CoDmss  repeat  their  applications  to  your  State.    They  would 

villiDgly  hope   that  their   former  representations   have   not  been 

ioeffectual,  and   that  the  States  are   pursuing  measures  to   enable 

oor  armies  to  take  the  field  with  a  force  superior  to  that  of  the 

Enemyy  and  with  such  ample  Supplies  of  provisions  as  will  not  onl? 

s       naJDtain  them   in  plenty,  but  enable  the  Commander  in  Chief  if 

>:      oecesttry  on  any  extraordinary  occasion  to  avail  himself  of  the  aid 

i^      of  the  miliiia.     But  on  these  hopes  Congress  dare  not  rely,  every 

inoment  presses.     It  is  necessary  they  should  have  the  most  explicit 

**niiiiiees  not  only  that  their  reouisitions  will  be  oom plied  with  but 

tlkatBQoh  compliance  will  be  as  immediate  as  the  public  wants  an 

^i^Kent    The  letters  from  our  Committee  at  Head  quarters  to  you, 

°^  those  wants  without  exaggeration.     They    state  some  facts 

fi^  leave  to  your  judgements  to  Supply  others  which  it  would   have 

■^D  improper  to  Commit  to  paper.     The  object  of  this  address  is 

l^ly  to  enforce  their  requests  and  to  entreat  you  not  to  repose  yonr 

^^ty  upon   the  spirit  and  vigilance  of  others  while  any  means 

^ithia  your  own  power  are  left  untried.  The  present  occasion  calls  for 

^be  Quited  force  of  America.     It  gives  us  great  consolation  that  not- 

^'tbstanding  the  difficulties  in  which  we  are  involved  the   resources 

f/  the  Btaes  if  Speedily  applied,  are  Sufficient  to  relieve  it  from 
^lieai. 

.    ^very  State  in  the  union  is  bound  by  the  Strongest  Obligations 

^  afford  us  their  aid,  and  we  trust  that  at  this  critical   emergency^ 

^  present  ease  or  convenience  of  individuals  will  be  put  in  com- 

S^^ition  with  the  lasting  happiness  of  millions — ^That  the  rulers  of 

^1  ^tes  will   not   hesitate  to  exert  their  utmost   authority  and  that 

^^  people  have  too  much  understanding  to  refuse  a  temporary  Sub- 

^^aion  to  such  vigorous  exertions  as  are  necessary  to  Secure   them 

^t»i  continued  oppression  &  established  Tyranny. 

^  common  council  involves  the  power  of  direction.     Let  not  oar 
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tteasures  be  obecked  or  eontrolled  bj  tbe  negligence  or  partial  vi 
and  interesfe  of  seperateoommunities  while  they  profeaa  to  beaMil 
of  one  body — too  long  have  the  dearest  intereats  of  Ameiiaal 
sacrificed  to  present  Ease.  Too  many  of  na  have  slept  m  1 
security.  Let  ua  awake  before  the  season  for  succesaful  ezsrtii 
passed.  Judge  you  whether  the  loss  of  Charlestown  and  thsj 
ation  of  your  grand  army  does  not  call  for  every  spirited  cd 
The  objects  which  claim  your  immediate  attention,  ar^  eh 
poiuted  out  by  the  requisitions  of  Congress  and  their  commitfta 
Head  quarters.  Let  them  be  complied  with.  Enable  nsto 
operate  vigorously  with  the  Fleets  and  armiea  of  our  allji  SM 
may  reasonably  hope  through  the  blessing  of  divine  providenoa : 
speedy  and  happy  termination  of  a  controversy  which  is  to  give 
dom  and  Independence  to  millions. 

By  order  of  Congress, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 

Philadelphia,  June  15tb,  1780. 

Directeel^ 

His  Excellency  tbe  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Joseph  Habt  to  Pbss.  Reed,  1780. 

Warminsteri  Jany*  15th,  1780. 
Hon.  Sir, 

At  my  return  from  tbe  Court  this  afternoon,  I  reed.  Coi 
Letter  of  the  13  th,  with  a  Resolve  of  Council  for  ordering  four  CI 
of  the  Militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  &e.,T 
some  other  papers  Enclosed ;  and  Council  may  be  assured  di 
time  shall  be  lost  in  letting  the  Colloncla  know  of  sd,  Resoln 
fear  it  will  impeade  the  raising  the  Volunteers,  which  now  saoi 
be  going  on  prety  cleverly,  and  I  am  in  hopea  to  have  i  the  di 
ready  to  send  down  in  the  Bcgining  of  Next  Week.  The  k 
Charles  Town  is  a  most  allarming  Circumstance,,  and  ooi 
rouse  every  American  to  the  highest  Exertion,  but  I  fear  it  will  i 
very  contrary  Effect  with  many. 

We  had  but  few  Ind**  this  Court,  and  but  one  Jury  Tryal, ' 
was  a  Fellow  for  Stealing  a  horse  ho  suffered  all  the  Punial 
directed  by  the  late  act  of  assembly,  and  his  Ears  remaii 
Nailed  to  the  pillory. 

1  am  Hond.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedt  humble  Servt 

JOSEPH  HART. 

P.  S.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add  a  Coppy  of  a  Letter  I  ha? 
rccd.  from  Doctr.  Moll  vain,  which  you  have  in  his  own  Wor 
foUoweth.  «  Bristol  June  ye  13th  1780  Dr.  Sir  Being  in  I 
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m  dftja  ago  I  waited  on  his  EzcellcDcy  GoTeraour  Reed,  to 
I  a  few  qoestions  relative  to  the  Determination  of  Council  on 
eElrojB  Gaao  He  informed  me  that  what  was  done  was  in 
Hoee  of  a  Letter  from  one  of  the  Sub  Lieuts.  of  the  Countji 
ma  full  and  dear  State  of  the  Circumstances  delivered  in 
Ij  70a  to  Council,  that  thej  would  take  up  the  matter  again 
•  their  opinions  accordingly.  I  promised  to  give  you  the 
(otioe  and  hope  you  will  get  the  affair  finally  adjusted  with 
spedition  which  your  good  senoe  points  out  absolutely  nesses- 
ow  present  juncture,  I  am  with  much  Esteem  your  humble 
iriLLIAM  MoILVAIN. 

what  your  Excellency  desires  of  me  more  than  I  have  already 
omnot  tell,  for  previous  to  the  granting  the  Commission  I 
the  matter  to  Council  (in  a  Letter)  as  fully  as  I  could  do  it 
id  upon  which  I  shall  rest  the  matter  till  I  hear  again  from 

JOSEPH  HART. 

Bzeellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  supreme 
are  Council  Ac,  Philadelphia. 


Joseph  Habt  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Juue  15th,  1780,  at  4  in  the  afternoon. 

t  now  rcce'd  yours  of  the  14  th  &  15th,  Instant  together  with  the 
EO.y  &c.|  and  am  sorry  to  say  we  are  not  as  fore  ward  with  the 
I  aa  I  could  wish.  In  mine  of  yesterday  I  mentioned  \  being 
e  send  down  in  the  begining  of  next  week,  and  I  do  not 
lore  than  that  can  be  done,  as  I  find  many  of  them  are  not 
bted,  and  a  general  backwardoess  to  the  Service  is  but  too 
1.  None  of  the  men  are  yet  attested  tho  many  have  Signed 
liatments ;  as  that  may  bo  done  when  they  are   Collected 

0  march.     I  shall  pay  duo  obedience  to    this   Resolve  of 

1  for  Collecting  the  Publick  arms  &  Disarming  the  disaffected 
I  lies  in  my  power ;  but  for  2  or  3  Days  past  have  been 
lai  Indisposed,  tho  not  quite  laid  by. 

I  am  Hon.  Sir, 

your  most  obedt. 

and  very  Humble  Servt. 

JOSEPH  HART. 

Ezoellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  of  the  supreme 
m  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
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Ch&istian.Wirtz  to  Pres.  Bsbd,  178) 

LanoasteTi  June  16l 
Sir, 

Ab  I  have  do  other  Object  in  View  but  the  good  of  ■ 
I  am  indttc'd  to  be  more  Troublesome  to  Council  tluui  I 
to  be. 

It  would  be  A  very  disagreeable  Task  to  Perplex  and 
AttentioDy  was  it  not  realj  necessary,  Therefore,  let  ma 
that  the  daily  supplies  which  are  required  from  this  Cm 
be  procured  on  the  present  mode  adopted.  The  terms  w 
the  President  io  a  Letter  of  Slst  Ult.,  I  have  strictlj  a 
but  on  such  mild  principles  nothing  will  be  procured.  I 
Terms  are  too  long  offered  Council  will  effectually  be  aea 
Delay  which  perhaps  may  be  attended  with  111  Consec 
should  conceive  it  highly  necessary  to  proceed  according 
the  Execution  of  which  a  few  Militia  would  not  be  amu 
the  sufficient  Quantity  demanded ;  of  the  Propriety  of  i 
will  please  to  ffive  their  opinion,  and  such  fu^her  Isal 
they  shall  think  fit,  together  with  the  amendments  mai 
adjournment  of  the  Assembly.  Col.  Blair  has  resumed 
for  one  thousand  Barrells  of  Flower. 

This  you  will  receive  ^  Express^  would  be  fond  of  y 
Answer. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  president,  but  have  received  no  1 
sinoe. 

Directed. 

Public  Sendee. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.,  Prcsid*  of  the  Sti 
sylvania,  Philadelphia. 
Per  Express. 


Phillip  Mabsteller  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  17i 

Lebanon,  June  lO 
Sir, 

A  Packet  from  your  Excellency,  inclosing  a  Numbei 
oates,  The  Act  for  procuring  an  immediate  Supply  of  Pr 
the  Army,  and  an  Appointment  as  one  of  the  Commissi' 
duly  to  Hand  on  the  Evening  of  the  7th  Inst.  I  must  e 
ever  willing  and  ready  I  am  to  serve  my  Country,  nothii 
so  brave  Soldiers  in  Distress  as  those  of  the  United  S 
ever  have  induced  me  to  undertake  so  weighty  and  tro 
Task  in  my  present  declining  State  of  Health  ;  but  consic 
Time  would  be  lost  should  1  decline  this  Service,  until  ^ 
lency  should  have  Notice  thereof,  and  make  another  app 
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ODt  the  afternoon  of  the  Day  following,  and  have  since  pnrchaaed 
ind  Bciaed  13,  amoaniing  in  the  whole  to  44  Head  of  Cattle,  as 
will  obaenre  by  the  incloeed  Account.  All  of  them  eatable  and 
V  inmediate  use.  The  13  Head  of  Cattle  seiied  I  took  from  a 
on  Adam  Rickard,  a  noted  Drover  and  Dealer  in  Hard  Money, 
I  Cheater  County,  who  has  taken  the  greatest  Pains  to  represent 
Quse  and  the  Continental  Money  in  the  blackest  Dye  imsginable, 
fder  to  dispose  of  the  Metal  he  was  dealing  in  to  the  greatest 
lOtage  to  himself,  therefore,  was  very  glad  to  embrace  this  Oppor^ 
tj  to  curb  his  pernicious  Designs  in  some  Measure. 
Im  Qattle  fit  for  immediate  Use  are  exceedingly  scarce  and  .hard 
•  had  under  the  Rule  Established  and  laid  down  in  the  Law, 
itMess,  it  is  with  Pleasure  I  inform  your  Excellency  that  the 
h  of  this  Drove,  (except  the  18)  I  procured  with  the  Consent  of 
Owners  without  Colour  of  Seizure ;  from  the  well  disposed  Peo- 
mi  of  afiection  and  good  Will,  and  from  the  Disaffected  out  of 
r.  And  hope,  if  necessary,  to  be  able  in  about  10  or  12  Days  to 
I  about  40  or  50  more,  without  scouring  the  North  and  South 
attains,  which  must  be  done  in  Case  of  any  further  Demands, 
ov  Excellency  will  please  to  observe  that  many  of  the  wealthy 
M^sta  and  others  who  live  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Lancaster, 
ihaim  and  Conostogoe,  drive  Flocks  of  Cattle  over  the  Moun- 
I  Id  the  Spring  Season,  to  the  great  Distress  of  the  poor  Inhabi- 
i;  Those  Men  undoubtedly  have  them  to  spare,  otherwise  they 
U  keep  them  on  their  own  Farms,  and  ihereforo  ought  to  be 
■  from  them  ;  but  this  can  not  be  done  without  the  Assistance 
Oor  12  Men  to  drive  them  together,  which  would  bo  attended 
1  Extra  Charges.  Therefore  wait  your  Excellency's  particular 
raetions  in  the  Premises. 

ke  Expence  of  collecting  and  driving  the  Cattle  is  so  very  high, 
ig  out  of  money  and  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  for  the  Expence  of 
ft  already  procured)  should  therefore  be  glad  that  some  Money 
Id  he  sent  by  the  Bearer  to  defray  the  Charges,  otherwise  can 
1  no  more  Cattle. 

I  a  former  Letter  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  request 
to  have  my  old  Accounts,  as  Pay  Master,  in  Roadines  for  a  Set- 
teat;  in  Answer  to  which  I  would  beg  Leave  to  mention  That 
Aeoounts  are  fully  settled,  excepting  Five  Thousand  Pounds, 
I  the  last  Monies  drawn  in  Consequence  of  an  Order  from  the 
;  ble  Council,  which  I  shall  settle  by  the  very  first  Opportunity, 
bg  a  small  Ballanco  due  to 

Tour  Excellency's  most 

Obed't  humble  Servt., 

P.  MARSTELLER. 


880  PENNSTLYANIA  ABGHIYEB  1780. 

Bir, 

The  inclosed  AccouDt  of  Parchaset,  together  with  the  b 
Charges  thereoo,  at  first  View  may  appear  high,  bat  ConiUfl 
State  of  our  Money,  the  Scarcity  of  Beef  Cattle,  aod  the  I 
Dicnce  of  procuring  them,  I  flatter  uy  self  of  having  Bongl 
reasonable,  they  being  of  Such  a  Size  and  Quality  ratner  b^ 
first  Expectation.  The  whole  of  the  Charges  I  have  addd 
Hour  of  Starting  the  Cattle  for  Philada.  The  Ezpenoe  fr 
place  down  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the  drovers  retnro. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  delivered  me  4  Head,  and  trying  to  gi 
and  means  to  deliver  mo  Cattle  to  the  amount  of  the  Pablie 
he  imprudently  made  use  of,  and  hopes  that  this  willy  i 
Measure,  Attone  for  his  former  Conduct,  when  he  shall  dd 
the  remainder  of  the  Cattle  I  shall  give  him  an  order  m 
Council. 

Respecting  the  11  Head  of  Cattle  charged  in  the  name  o 
Orth  ;  2  of  them  I  purchased  from  him,  1  was  my  own  praiN 
the  Remaining  8  1  purchased  from  Sundry  Persons  at  the 
making  in  the  whole  the  Actual  Price  Charged  in  the  aceoi 
gave  my  own  Cash  and  Notes  for  them,  as  they  belonged 
People  who  had  alfeady  p*  their  Taxes,  and  did  not  incliiM 
Certificates,  and  I  did  not  like  to  take  them  by  Seiaure,  find 
People  ready  to  sell  for  the  Money ;  Therefore,  hope  you 
lency  will  send  me,  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Weiser,  the  £4372 
the  further  Sum  of  £2000  for  Ezpences  paid  and  Cash  adn 
Mr.  Weiser  for  driving  the  Cattle  to  Philada.  Should  ihi 
done  I  cannot  attempt  procuring  any  more  Cattle,  as  I  have  no* 
to  bear  my  Ezpences  one  day.  1  have  the  Honour  to  8i 
myself. 

Your  Excellency's  Very  Humble  Servt., 

P.  MARSTELL 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President 


Preb.  Reed  to  Governor  Lee,  of  Maryland,  1 
Sir, 

The  very  interesting  &  alarming  Accounts  received  from 
which  I  doubt  are  also  communicated  to  your  Excellency,  i 
sinff  Necessity  of  filling  up  the  Continental  Line  &  reser? 
various  Supplies  of  the  Country  for  immediate  publick  Ui 
induced  this  Board  to  lay  a  general  Embargo  on  all  YesaeL 
you  must  be  sensible,  Sir,  that  Precackions  of  this  Kind  t 
much  of  the  desired  Effect  unless  there  is  a  concurrence  of  the 
bouring  States.  The  Number  of  Men  who  have  set  out  immi 
for  Baltimore  since  the  Embargo  has  been  laid  evince  the  Ji 
this  Remark  &  make  it  my  Duty  to  request  your  Ezcelleno) 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  892. 
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eoonstent  with  jour  Jadgment  to  eo-opcrato  with  us  at  so  critical 
iJoocture.  The  GireaniataDces  of  the  Port  are  socb  that  the 
Botriction  is  in  maDj  Respects  highly  ioconycDieDt  &even  injurious 
tothe  MerchaDta,  who  willi  therefore,  set  very  uneasy  under  it  if  they 
Ind  the  Benefits  proposed  eluded  by  open  Ports  elsewhere.  Should 
(EMimstanoes  change  so  as  to  obviate  the  Necessity  of  its  Continu- 
WM  here  I  shall  communicate  our  Proceedings  to  your  fixceH'y, 
with  ill  Despatch,  it  appearing  to  us  that  the  general  Interest  will 
b  greatly  promoted  by  a  Harmony  of  Measures  at  this  Time. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  much  respect, 

Your  Szoelly*  most  obed't 

&  very  H'ble  Scrvt.* 

1780,  Jane  16th,  To  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  G'  of  Maryland. 


C.  J.  MgEean  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

June,  16th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Herewith  jour  Excellency  and  the  Council  will  receive  a  copy  of 
tk  record  o(  Conviction  of  Daniel  Zuber.  His  confession  of  the 
oine  vherewith  he  was  charged  was  obtained  by  Justice  Hubly,  on 
t  promise  of  his  being  made  un  approver ;  this  Mr.  Hubly  acknow- 
kdged  to  the  Judges  at  last  October  Sessions  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
for  Lancaster  county,  and  interceded  with  the  Judges  in  his  behalf. 
The  man  Zuber  principally  charged  as  his  Seducer  is  Valentine 
oboekey,  at  the  head  of  the  Banditti  in  York  county,  who  debase  the 
Continental  Currency  by  counterfeits;  as  he  lives  on  the  Maryland 
I^ne,  and  is  not  only  artful,  but  daring,  wc  have  not  yet  been  ablo 
totpprehend  him.  Zuber  would  be  intitled  to  the  benefit  of  Clergy, 
if  the  Court  proceeded  to  Sentence;  but  as  we  were  informed  by  the 
Attorney  General,  that  Council  intended  to  pardon  him  after  ho  was 
^vioted,  we  bailed  him  until  tho  next  sessions  of  General  Goal 
I^liTery  at  Lancaster,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  procure 
{^pardon  in  the  meantime,  and  then  plead  it  in  stay  of  Judgment; 
if  we  had  proceeded  to  Sentence,  it  must  have  been  executed  imme- 
'^y.  Upon  the  whole,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Court,  that 
^^^ering  all  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  it  would  tend  most  to 
^benefit  of  Government  that  he  should  be  pardoned. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  and  the  Councils 

•  most  obedient  humble  Servant. 

THO.  McKEAN. 

fits  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 

•  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  B87. 
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David  Forman  to  Genl.  WashingioVi  ITS' 

(Oofy.) 

Sir, 

Yesterday  afternoon  Three  Frigates  arrired  within  Saw 
In  the  Kvening  a  fourth  ship  of  War  ran  in.  The  toij ; 
this  day  is,  that  Admiral  Arbathnot  was  on  board. 

This  afternoon  a  large  Fleet  appeared  standing  for  Saiu 
The  air  my  Intelligencer  says,  was  too  foggy  for  good  ob 
but  that  before  sundown  he  counted  sixty-five  sail  of  Ship 
and  transports  distinctly — and  saw  a  number  more  in  tl 
That  immediately  they  run  within  the  Hook  as  they  arriT0i 

From  their  running  immediately  into  the  Hook  as  they  I 
will  not  I  presume  admit  of  a  doubt  of  their  being  Bntii 
think  it  is  very  likely  from  Carolina. 

By  day  light  I  will  myself  be  on  the  Highlands  of  Mid 
— from  that  place  some  time  in  the  day  (as  early  as  ponib 
do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  at  : 
account  of  the  Fleet,  as  can  be  got  from  observation  or  infio 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  Excellency's  Most  Obed.  8*. 

DAVID  foR 
Saturday  night  II  o'clock  17  Jane  1780. 

Directed^ 
His  3Exo'»y  Gen'».  Washington. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Congress  17th  Jane 

Whereas  it  is  essential  to  the  due  direction  of  public  il 
the  Superintending  power  should  be  intimately  acquainted 
measures  that  have  been  pursued  in  consequence  of  their  ra 
those  on  whom  from  the  nature  of  the  government  the  exei 
them  devolves,  And  whereas  it  is  equally  necessary  to  emu 
source  from  which  the  public  embarrassments  spring. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  from  New  hampshire  1 
Carolina  inclusive  except  such  of  them  as  have  made  retam 
transactions  be  requested  at  this  critical  conjuncture  to  inft 
gress  witlk  the  utmost  expedition  what  measures  they  hare 
consequence  of  the  several  resolutions,  a  list  of  which  ia 
annexed.'*' 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON, 

*  See  them  ia  Colon.  Reo.,  YoL  XH.,  p.  898. 
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Pbbs.  Reed  to  Col.  Atlee,  1780. 

To  Gol.  Atloej  Lieutenant  of  Lancaatcr  Connty. 

Sir, 

The  iDtereflting  &  alarming  Aooounts  reoeired  from  Geo.  Wasli- 
iflgton  of  the  Progress  of  the  Encmy^  &  their  apparent  Intcntiuns 
again  to  penetrate  the  Country  &  invade  this  Statc^  make  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  forward  the  Recruits  raised  under  the  new  hixvr 
vithoat  Loss  of  Time.  Those  from  your  County,  under  this  Change 
of  Cireamstances,  are  to  bo  forwarded  to  this  City.  Tlio  Recr.iits 
of  tbii  City  &  County  are  sent  in  well  oloath'd,  which  wc  hope  will 
k  the  Case  with  yours;  but  we  would  not  have  them  dehiyed  on 
this  Account — Arms  &  Aocoutremcnts  will  be  prepared  for  them 
here  or  at  Camp. 

Yonr  Favours  of  the  6*^  k  10*^  Inst.*  are  duly  rcoeivcd. — ^Tho 

Kmnbor  of  Officers  in  the  Continental  Service  will  not  make  it 

dinble  to  appoint  more  than  are  absolutely  necessary,  &  therefore 

no  Field  Officers  are  to  be  appointed — and  we  hope  these  will  reach 

JOQ  in  Time  to  prevent  the  Commissions  sent  you  being  filL'd  up. 

If  Dot,  we  would  wiah  you  to  represent  to  those  OfTiccrt?,  that  under 

Jhegreat  Change  of  Circumstances,  if  they  will  wai\e  thoso  Appoint- 

iQeuts,  it   will  s<;rve   the   I'ublick,  &  wc  will  chcorfuDy  pay  any 

Kxpcnces.     But  it  is  a  dclieato  Point,  which  wc  must  leave  you  to 

^auagein  the  best  Way  you  can.     At  all  Events  tlie  Men  must 

^oie  on  as  fast  as  possible.     Gen.  Washington's  Letters  arc  ns 

"farming  as  those  in  1770,  &  have  operated  hero  so  as  to  call  forth 

«  Classes  of  Militia — &  lay  an  Embargo  on  the  Vessels ;  in  short, 

'l^re  never  was  a  Time  when  Animation  &  Exertion  were  mora 

Necessary. — Council  have  confirmed  your  Appointment  of  M"  Qood 

"^^  we  see  no  Difficulty  in  admitting  those  young  Men  you  describe 

^  tike  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  to  qualify  them  for  the  Purposes  you 

Mention. — It  in  very  pleasing  to  us  to  see  such  a  Disposition  in  tho 

Jonng  Men  growing  up.   Our  Clerk  forwarded  you  a  llecommendation 

9f  one  Adam  Ort,  of  Lebanon,  as  Collector  of  tho  outstanding  Fines 

**'^Ton  will  observe  by  tho  Law  the  now  Ijieutcuant  or  Sub  Lieu- 

fctiants  are  appointed  to  this  Duty,  but  it  appears  to  us,  that  an 

A^^l^ority  derived  from  us  will  have  more  W^eight  &  be  easier  to  tho 

l^cw  Officers.     Your  Appointment  according  to  the  llecommendation 

**^ay  be  proper  &  Necessary. 

I  am,  Sir;  your  obcd. 

&  very  Ilbble.  Scrt. 

P.  S. — Wc  also  send  you  inclosed  Orders  from  the  Board  of  War 
™  those  Commissaries  &  Q''  Masters  to  accommodate  the  new  Recruits; 
^  ire  woold  wish  that  one  of  the  Sub  Lieutenants^  or  other  suitable 

»  Sec  page  305. 

Vol  VUL  -15 
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Persons  appointed  by  yon,  should  conduct  them  down  ft  del 
them  here^  as  Care  must  be  taken  to  prevent  Desertion. 

Indor^df 
1780,  June  17th.    To  Colonel  Samuel  J.  Atlee. 


Prks.  Rkbd  to  John  Mitchell,  1780. 

Sir, 

As  we  are  called  upon  by  the  Committee  of  Congress  at  Gu 
Horses,  we  took  it  for  granted  they  were  to  be  delivered  to  tl 
M'  Gen*  or  his  Deputies,  k  that  on  such  Delivery  suitable  Reo 
would  be  given :  we  cannot  think  Mr.  Bigham's  Receipt  Iq 
means  sufficient  or  proper  to  found  a  Charge  thereupon  i| 
United  States — When,  therefore,  Mr.  Armstrong  presents  tk 
with  the  Prices  affixed,  we  shall  expect  that  an  official  Reoei' 
given.  Gen.  Washington  has,  in  his  Letters,  directed  the  Del 
of  these  Articles  to  the  Q'  M'  Gen.,  &  Gen.  Greene,  when  \n\ 
gave  your  Name  as  one  of  those  to  whom  Delivery  was  to  bt  I 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Obed. 

&  very  Hbbl.  Servt 

IndoTttd^ 
June  17th,  1780. 


Note  BBBasx  au  Congres,  lx  18  Juix  1780. 

Le  Ministre  de  France  soussign^  a  ^t^  t^moin  des  efforts  q 
Congr^  a  faits  pour  mettre  le  G^n^ral  en  chef  en  ^tat  de  comm 
glorieusemcnt  la  campagno;  il  est  convaincu  du  z§le  dont  ton 
membres  qui  le  composent  sont  anim^  ot  si  Tarm^  n'a  jusqa 
moment  re^u  aucune  des  augmentations,  annone^  d^  le  in 
Janvier  d'.  il  est  persuade  que  le  Congr^  est  vivement  pein6  i 
d61ais  et  desire  sinc^rement  de  pr^venir  les  cons^uences  fiuA 
qu'ils  peuvent  avoir.  Le  soussignd  u'a  cess6  depuis  le  coma 
ment  de  oette  ann^  de  faire  les  representations  les  plus  prea 
2i  cet  ^gard  et  toutes  les  reponses  qu^il  a  regucs  tendoient  k  Fai 
que  les  arrangemens  annonc^  recevroient  lour  enti^re  ex^cutic 
commencement  de  ce  mois.  Aujourd'hui  que  le  terme  fixtf 
mettre  TArm^  sur  un  pied  respectable  est  ecoul6  et  qu'il  n'eyl 
trop  certain  que  les  recrues  demands  il  y  a  quatre  ou  cinq 
ne  sont  point  arrives;  il  prie  instament  le  Congr^  de  youlon 
s'occuper  imm^diatcment  de  leur  envoy  et  de  raccomplisscmc 
ses  promesses.  Le  Roi  d'apr^  les  assurances  positives  qu'il  a  i 
no  doute  aucunemcnt  que  rAmUe  Amiricaine  tie  soit  cietMdb 
forU  de  25000  hon%mei  non  compris  les  ojfficiert  ayani  Camm\ 
gt  qu'eUe  ne  $oU  en  cc  moment  en  etat  d^entreprendre  la  cfin 
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fmves  h$  pfui  vigaureusei  contre  lei  ennemii  dant  tout  let  posfei 
iiik<Keupent  $ur  le  ierriioire  de$  EUU  unitt.  Le  Congrds  on  dou- 
ni  060  usuraDoefl  a  exprim^  d'une  mani^ro  pressante  le  d^r 
n'nne  Jlscadre  Fran^oiac  ptit  faciliter  lea  operations  dos  troupes  de 
sn.  Le  Eoi  s'eafc  empress^  k  repondre  aux  vocuz  des  troiie  Etats. 
era  asBuranccs  sont  la  baie  des  mesnres  quo  S.  M.  a  prises ;  une 
soidre  est  snr  le  point  d'arriver  ct  Ics  g^^rauz  Francois  s'attcn- 
nt  i  trouver  des  forces  respectables  pretes  h  entrer  en  action.  8i 
I  Boment  de  lear  arrivde  lis  sont  depourviis  dn  concoors  snr  lequel 
loU  dCi  compter^  le  moment  le  plus  prdcieux  pour  op^rer  sera  pcrdu^ 
■neni  aura  le  tems  de  prendre  les  mesures  n<k>essaires  pour  sa 
Abbb  et  peut  §tre  de  recevoir  des  renforts,  Tardcur  du  Soldat 
Mndia  dans  Tinaotion  et  cette  lenteur  fera  perdro  le  fruit  d'une 
a|Hgne  qu'on  eut  M  silr  de  rendre  de  la  plus  grande  utility  k  la 
(BB  eommune  et  peut  6tre  d^oislYe  en  j  mettant  la  col^rit^  et 
Mlmt^  convenable. 

1a  n^oe88it6  de  completer  TArmte  ^tant  monifeste,  le  Soussign^ 
ijoote  pftB  que  le  Congr^  autant  par  la  consideration  de  Tint^r^t 
lUo  que  pour  sa  propre  gloire  et  I'execution  de  ses  promesses  ne 
(ime  d^  oe  moment  pour  y  parvenir  des  mesures  plus  efficaces  quo 
im  dont  on  a  us^  jusqu'^  ce  jour.  II  espdre  aussi  qu'on  fera 
'tfuice  les  dispositions  propres  k  maintenir  constament  le  nombre 
■noDce  pendant  la  dur^e  de  la  campagnc,  et  il  prend  la  liberty  de 
BQOmmander  ^galement  oet  objet  important  k  la  Consideration  du 
^gr^  Le  Ministre  de  France  convaincu  du  z^le  dont  cette 
Mmblde  est  animde  pour  le  bicn  public  ainsi  que  de  sa  sagesse  et 
t  A  prudence  esp^re  qu'elle  ne  verra  dans  ses  representations  au'uno 
ovmle  preuve  ae  son  attachemcnt  k  la  cause  commune,  qu'eile  lui 
ttt  gre  de  la  franchise  ayec  laquelle  il  s'ezplique  sur  une  matidre 
lai  importante  et  qu'elle  Youdra  bien  le  mettre  en  etat  de  faire 
vmir  k  sa  Cour  des  details  satisfaisans  touchant  Texecution  deg 
inuioes  qa'il  lui  a  transmises  des  le  mOis  de  Janv'.  d'. 

Pliiladelphie  le  18  Juin  1780. 


GoL.  Sam'l  J.  Atleb  to  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

Fequea,  June  18th^  1780. 

«i 

The  Becommendation  of  Adam  Ort  as  Collector  of  the  outstand- 
>g  Pines  has  been  rec'  together  with  your  Excellencies  Jjetter  of 
»•  M'»»  Inst. 

Ky  sentiments  with  respect  to  the  Business  of  the  old  Department 
^va  been  fully  communicated  to  Councill,  I  must  still  continue  to 
>Qline  haying  any  thing  to  do  in  the  matter. 
Itm  very  glad  to  find  Councill  hayc  somebody  in  view :  Ort  I  believe 
>  be  a  very  good  maUj  but  fear  will  not  have  the  Resolution  that 
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will  be  found  neoesnry  for  the  efeetnal  {yrosecntion  of  that  arffto 
Task.  I  hope  however  he  will  perform  better  than  I  apprduD 
At  any  Rate  the  Busineas  most  have  a  Beginning,  and  anleH  |i 
aeouted  with  yigoor  will  answer  very  little  Parpoee. 

The  acoounta  from  the  General  are  tmlj  alarming,  but  trait 
Spirit  of  the  people  which  seems  to  be  rousing  as  danger  appreid 
will  convince  our  Enemies  that  this  State  is  not  be  invaded  I 
impunity. 

I  am  using  my  utmost  Industry  for  the  collecting  the  Beeri 
and  hope  in  a  very  few  Days  to  be  able  agreeable  to  the  BeqoM 
Councill  to  send  ofif  the  greatest  part  of  (hose  demanded  frni 
County,  such  as  I  have  yctt  received  are  exceeding  good  J 
promise  myself  the  Remainder  will  be  equally  so. 

The  Rout  of  these  Troop  being  altered  from  the  Chance  of  eM 
stances,  I  fear  will  cause  some  uneasiness  in  many  of  them  pill 
larly  those  from  the  upper  District  3  who  apprehended  thej  i 
destined  to  sucour  their  Neighbourhood  upon  the  Frontiers. 

I  should  be  glad  one  company  at  least  oou'd  be  spared  fbr . 
purpose,  as  I  have  lately  assured  Col.  Hunteri  that  I  hope  sheril, 
find  him  some  relief. 

I  had  appointed  but  one  Ensign  before  I  rec*  your  EzcelM 
Letter,  to  receive  and  draw  for  the  Recruits  as  they  should  urHi 
Lancaster,  I  shall  order  him  as  one  to  conduct  them  to  Philadel| 
where  you  may  either  prevail  upon  him  to  relioquish  or  continue 
at  your  pleasure. 

Your  Clerk  I  apprehend  thr'o  mistake  instead  of  the  Bon 
Wars  orders  for  Lancaster,  inclosed  mc  the  order  for  Northair 
upon  the  Commissaries  &  Quarter  Masters.  I  must  endeav^ 
rectify  it  in  my  Instructions  to  the  Officers  who  shall  have 
Charge  of  the  Recruits. 

I  thank  Councill  for  the  Confirmation  of  Mr.  Good's  appoinlil 
and  shall  be  glad  the  Clerk  will  forward  me  his  Commission. 

I  am  your  EzoelleDcys 

most  ob*  and  very  Hblo  Scrv* 

SAM'L  J.  ATLEl 

Directed^ 

On  Py^io  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  J 
of  Pennsylvania. 
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loaiTiB  OF  GoNQBESs  AT  Camp  TO  Treb.  Bebd,  1780. 

(Circular.) 

MorriB  Town^  June  19ih|  1780. 

fahelof  e  jon  a  copy  of  Oen>  WashisgtoDs  letter  to  us  of  thiB  day. 
Va  bave  in  our  former  letters  dwelt  so  forcibly  on  the  several 
An  coataiDed  in  the  Generals  letter  that  it  is  now  beoome  almost 
wa/mKry  for  ua  to  nay  any  thing  more  on  thom.   But  when  wo  con- 
H  ike  season  for  operation  wears  fast  away,  the  small  force  we  now 
«  fa  the  field  heing  still  fed  in  a  scanty  and  uncertain  manneri  the 
ibiKpeotation  of  the  Fleet  &  Army  of  our  ally  on  our  coast  and 
b  Jhe  Commander  in  Chief  as  well  as  ourselTes,  are  as  yet  totally 
afoBBed  what  are  to  be  onr  expectations,  on  the  subject  of  our 
Mr  letters.  Be  assured  sir^  we  feel  an  anxiety  congenial  with  hiit, 
LViU  therefore  we  are  persuaded  pardon  us  for  being  thus  solici- 
^  when  we  again  intreat  you  in  the  most  urgent  manner  to  use 
ij  exertion  in  your  power  to  engage  your  state,  to  a  speedy  & 
Piiie  oomplyanoe  with  our  former  requisitions.    The  two  points 
would  wish  to  impress  moat  forcibly  on  yours  and  the  minds  of 
iX^gialature  of  your  state  are  immediately  forwarding  your  quota 
tn^M  neoessary  to  compleat  your  Battallions  in  the  Continental 
^f  and  of  supplies  of  provision,  agreeable  to  the  estimates 
hied  you  in  your  letter  of  Uie      *Ins^  at  the  same  time  wo  would 
t  wish  you  to  consider,  any  jhvt^  of  our  former  requisition  as  bc- 
■e  in  the  least  degree  unnecessary.   On  the  contrary  we  are  more 
■gly  oonvinoed,  that  they  are  already  as  small  as  the  im ports ut 
Nts  in  view,  can  possibly  Skdmit  of.  We  only  mention  the  two  first, 
t|is  most  immediately  and  inde»pennh!y  necessary  for,  reinforced 
dia  enemy  now  are  by  the  return  of  their  troops  from  the  reduc- 
1  of  Charles  Town,  we  momently  expect  an  attack  will  be  made 
on  weak  and  almost  resistless  army.    Should  this  event  happen 
ibt  in  this  State  we  seriously  dread  the  result. 
IVom  the  well  known  indefatigable  attention  of  your  State  to  the 
Cue  of  the  United  states  we  cannot  entertain  a  doubt  of  its  cxcr- 
isat  this  interesting  conjuncture,  and  we  most  eames^  intreat 
I  to  give  us  the  earliest  information  of  the  final  determimnions  of 
ir  State  on  the  subjects  of  this  and  our  former  letters. 
N%  take  the  Liberty  of  again  calling  your  attention  to  the  urgent 
eisity  of  forwarding  the  flour  to  West  point.     The  reasons  for 
I  pressing  call  arc  fully  contain'd  in  our  letter  of  the        Inst.,  to 
ioD  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

We  are  sir^  with  the  highest  respect, 

your  most  ob^<  serv., 

JNO.  MATTHEWS. 

NATH.  PEABODY. 
Directed, — ^To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr. 

•  12th  7  See  page,  815. 
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G-EN.  Washington  to  Committse  of  CoNORBSi 

Head  qoartersi  SpriDgfield,  Judo  I9t 
GeDtlemen, 

From  the  vast  importance  of  the  thing,  I  hoped  that  la 
been  informed  before  this  of  the  measares  which  the  aai 
meant  to  adopt  in  consequence  of  yoar  kte  requisitioni 
haye  not,  I  am  certain  you  are  unadvised  jourselvess  a&€ 
to  lament  with  j0U|  the  delay.  This  is  a  point  of  prii 
quenoe.  We  are  now  arrived  at  the  period  when  we  mmj 
expect  the  fleet  from  France.  For  want  of  information 
impossible  for  me  to  digest  a  system  of  co-operation, 
data  on  which  to  proceed — and,  of  course  were  the  an 
oomCi  I  should  find  myself  in  the  most  delicate,  emban 
cruel  situation.  The  french  commanders,  from  the  relati 
I  stand,  the  instant  they  reach  our  coast  will  look  to  mc 
of  the  measures  to  be  pursued,  and  I  ought,  of  right^  t 
prepared.  But  I  cannot  even  give  them  conjectures.  1 
of  the  states,  the  reputation  of  their  councils,  the  juatio 
tude  due  our  allies,  a  regard  for  my  own  character,  all  d 
I  should,  without  delay,  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and  it 
what  we  can,  or  what  we  cannot  undertake.  Besides,  thei 
now  to  be  determined,  on  which  the  success  of  all  our  fk 
tiona  may  turn,  which  for  want  of  knowing  our  proa; 
altogether  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in. 

To  avoid  involving  the  Fleet  and  Army  of  our  alliei 
stances  which  if  not  seconded  by  us  would  expose  them 
inconvenience  and  hazard,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  suspend 
delay  of  which  may  be  fatal  to  our  hopes.  I  therefore  1 
suggest  to  the  committee  the  indispensible  necessity  of  wi 
to  the  different  states,  urging  them  to  give  immediate  ) 
information  of  the  measures  they  have  taken,  the  sucoea 
had,  and  the  probable  result  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

^  with  great  respect  &  esteem,  Gentlemen, 

your  most  ob*  &  bum^^  sery 

G-  WASHD 

(Copy.) 

Direetedj 

Honble  Committee  of  Co-operation. 
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Isaac  Roach  to  Pass.  Reed,  1780. 

Sir, 

Inclos'  yon  htTe  a  List  of  the  Prisoners  names  Taken  by  me  In 
die  Dfihwar  bay  On  the  26th  of  May  last. 

Prisoners  Names. 
Thomas  JameSj  Prise  M'. 
John  Robinson, 
John  Farris, 
W-  Han. 
I  am  Sir^  yonr  Horn*  most 

Obedient  &  very  Hambl.  Serv*, 

ISAAC  ROACH. 

Jane  19th,  1780. 

DirecUd, 
Iba  Hon**  W-  More,  Esqr.,  Vice  President. 


GxifT.  Washington  to  P&ss.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters, 

Springfield,  June  19  th,  1780. 

I^Kr, 

The  arrival  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  New  York  with  a  fleet  of 
"<Nb  sixty  to  seventy  sail  said  to  contain  a  part  of  tho  Southern 
Vtty  is  an  additional  motive  for  extraordinary  exertions  at  this  junc- 
^  West  Point  is  far  from  beins  in  security.  Oar  stores  and 
■iggage  in  this  State  are  almost  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy  if  they 
*lviiioe  in  force.  A  great  proportion  of  tho  Jersey  teams  are  in 
terrice,  and  they  are  quite  inadequate  to  the  exigency. — We  are 
^^fofe  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  your  State  and  to  soliSit  the  aid 
^  two  hundred  and  fifty  teams,  as  expeditiously  as  they  can  be  col- 
^^^  J  those  obtained  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks  and 
tester,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  More  Foreman,  at  Trenton ;  those 

P^i^oared  in  the  upper  counties  to  take  in  loads  of  flour,  if  ready,  and 

P'^'Hseed  directly  by  Easton  to  the  North  River. 
It  were  much  to  be  wished  that  the  teams  now  furnished  may  go 

^  the  aoeount  of  those  required  by  the  Committee,  but  if  they  cannot 

J^.  drawn  out  with  sufficient  expedition  in  the  proper  proportion  for 
porpose,  they  may  return  after  performing  the  present  Service, 
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'till  a  farther  arrangement  can  take  plaoe  for  the  demandi 
campaign,  for  snpplying  which^  however^  the  period  ia  aniTi 
I  have  the  honor  to  he 

with  the  greatest  respect 
your  Excellency's 

most  ohodient  servant, 

G*  WASHING 

Puhlic  service. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Reed,  Pensylvania. 

The  Express,  the  hearer  of  this,  is  to  ride  night  and  day  k 
he  he  in  want  of  a  fresh  horse  all  Q.  M^  &  other  well  wiahei 
independence  of  America  arc  hereby  reqaeated  to  furnish  fa 
such  horses  as  will  answer  the  purpose  of  forwarding  this  L 

I3y  order  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  ^ 

BENJ-  BROWN,  Ass  D.  Q.  1 


Secrbtart  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed^  178 

(Circular.) 

Secretary's  Office,  June  20th. 
Sir, 

The  commissions  to  private  armed  vessels  of  war  were  h( 
ordered,  to  he  attested  by  the  Secretary  of  Congress.  B 
establishing  a  board  of  admiralty  it  was  judged  proper  tl 
should  issue  from  that  board  and  be  attested  by  their  Bk 
Accordingly  on  the  2d  of  May  last,  having  made  some  alten 
the  form  of  the  commission,  bond  and  instructions  for  com 
of  private  armed  vessels  of  war,  Congress  passed  the  I 
resolutions : 

'^  Ilcsolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  empowa 
directed  to  cause  to  be  printed  so  many  copies  of  the  Baid"! 
they  shall  judge  necessary. 

'<  That  the  President  transmit  to  the  Governors  or  Proa 
the  respective  States  so  many  copies  of  the  said  forms  as  ll 
of  admiralty  shall  advise." 

Tou  w41l  therefore  please  for  the  future  to  apply  to  the  ] 
Admiralty  for  the  commissions,  bonds,  &c.,  which  may  \^ 
in  your  State,  and  transmit  to  the  said  board  the  bonds  j 
the  commanders  to  be  lodged  in  this  office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  obedient  hum.  servS 

CHA.  THOMi 

Uirfr.tetJ'j 

His  Ezcell'  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  894.         * 
t  S««  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  890. 
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Col.  Lud.  Wsltnsb  to  Pass.  Bebd,  1780. 


Sir, 


An  Indian  Prisoner  was  taken  about  ten  Days  ago  by  one  of 
the  Inhabitants  about  ten  Miles  up  the  Nortb  Branch  and  con- 
duoted  to  Snnbury  JaiL  About  the  same  time  Mr.  Lewis  was 
kill'd  in  his  own  House,  upon  the  Road  leading  from  Sunbury  to 
Retding,  being  about  seven  Miles  from  Town.  Mr.  Ourrey  was 
sboi  off  his  Horse  about  seven  Miles  up  the  North  Branch, -and  his 
Wife  taken  prisoner,  who  was  in  Company  with  him,  but  the  first 

Sht  being  very  rainy,  took  the  opportunity  of  making  her  fisoape 
eime  in  the  next  Morning.    There  was  but  two  Indians  she 
iofomu  me,  that  they  had  used  her  very  Kind.     It  appears  to  me 
thai  there  is  not  many  on  our  Frontiers  at  present,  as  my  Scouts 
in  Company  with  some  Volunteers  is  reconnoitring  all  the  Country 
for  forty  Miles  up,  from  the  North  to  the  West  Branch,  and  made 
W  little  Discoveries.     One  Officer  and  five  Volunteers  went  up 
^e  Waters  of  the  West  Branch  better  than  one  hundred  Miles ; 
^y  discovered   nothing  but  old  Eooampments  and  old  Indian 
Ineks.    I  often  reconnoitre  my  Out  Posts,  and  shall  go  to  morrow 
^'tt  to  see  what  Discoveries  I  can  make ;  five  or  six  Gentlemen  in 
uiB  Town  and  two  of  my  Officers  are  commonly  my  Escorts  as 
Tolonteers. 

Although  I  can  content  myself  very  well,  yet  it  is  highly  disa- 
giseable  for  a  man,  who  has  always  been  generous  in  his  own  House, 
ind  now  when  he  serves  his  Country  with  every  Nerve  in  his  Body, 
JBost  after  a  Fatigue  of  two  or  three  Days,  and  those  Gentlemen  who 
saffered  the  same  must  then  go  home  without  any  Refreshment  from 
me,  as  this  Place  has  not  afforded  a  Drop  of  good  Liquor  since  the 
Beginning  of  March  last.     This  makes  a  Commanding  Officer  look 
litue  at  the  Post  where  he  is  Kept  so  poor  and  other  Gentlemen 
before  him  were  used  in  another  Manner,  which  I  was  often  obliged 
to  hear  here.     Your  Excellency  will  excuse  my  stile — I  do  not 
mean  to  complain  (only  to  acquaint)  how  I  live  here  and  how  happy 
I  formerly  lived  when  in  the  Main  Army  well  esteemed  by  the 
Commauder  in  Chief  and  a  Number  of  valuable  officers,  and  now 
deprived  of  their  Company  and  other  Benefits  of  Discipline,  which  I 
often  think  hard ;  but  all  this  shall  not  make  my  Spirits  sink  with- 
out my  life  sinks  with  it 

On  aooount  of  the  Provisions  I  thought  proper  to  acquaint  your 
Exeellency  that  no  B.etums  go  to  the  issueing  Store  but  are  sign'd 
l^  my  Name,  and  in  my  Absence  by  the  commanding  Officer 
(excepting  the  continental  Staff.)    The  Bearer  Mr.  Rees  can  give  a 

15* 
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better  Aocoont  of  oar  Situation  than  I  can  inform  joor  Eioeltak  ^n 
in  wridng. 

I  am  with  doe  Refipeot 

your  Excellency's  moec 

obedient  and  humble  Servant^ 

LUD.  WELTNEE,  Lt  Col. 

Command'g  G.  BegmL 
Northumb*,  June  20%  1780. 

Directed, 

His  Eicellency  Joseph  Reed,  President^  Philadelphia. 
^  favor  of  Mr.  Bees. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Reading,  20th  June,  1780. 
Honor'd  Sir, 

The  great  difficulty  in  procuring  Persons  to  Assist  in  collecting  & 
driving  Cattle  &c.,  without  Money  to  pay  them  down,  has  hitherto 
much  retarded  me  in  furnishing  the  Supplies  which  I  expected  to 
have  done  by  this  time,  had  I  Money  to  pay  persons  for  Assistiogi 
ft  defraying  the  Necessary  expenses  Consequently  accruing  on  that 
branch  of  business :  which  circumstances  lays  me  under  the  disagree- 
able necessity  of  making  a  second  application  to  you  for  Cash,  or 
an  Order  on  the  County  Treasurer  for  such  a  Sum  as  you  may  thiols 
Adequate  for  the  above  purposes :  without  which,  I  must  with  Re- 
luetance  acquaint  you,  that  I  will  not  be  able  to  procure  many  more 
Cattle,  nor  perhaps  get  those  I  already  have  on  hand  to  PhiI8d^ 

I  would  be  exceeding  Glad  you  could  comply  with  the  ahove 
request,  you  will  please  be  so  kind  as  to  Honour  me  with  a  Line  bj 
the  return  of  the  Post,  or  as  soon  as  convenient. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Excellencys 

most  Obed*  IIum**«  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ. 
Direcfefij 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Chas.  Pettit  to   Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  20  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herein,  the  Draught  of  Con„ 
on  Your  ExccllcDcy  &  the  Council  of  Pennsylvania  for  250  00 
Dollars,  on  which  1  am  to  request  your  order  for  payment.   , 


PKMNSILYANZiL  ASCHIVBS  1780^  SIS 

Tott  will  obserre  ibis  Dranffhi  is  partieularlj  iaiended  to  ensbU 
Col  John  Dam  to  ooicply  with  oertain  Speoiu  Gcmtniots  made  for 
t^  pabhs  fiorviooy  and  I  belieTO  orders  on  the  County  Treasnrors 
wealward  of  Snsqaehannali  would  answer  tho  purpose,  partioQlarly 
Ihoie  of  Camberland  ft  York. 

I  haT6  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obed.  Serv*, 

\  CHA.  PBTTIT, 

\  A.  Q.  H.  Oenl.* 

AM 

Bk  Bxcellenej  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  Prestdent  of  the  State  of 
AsDiylYaBia. 


t 

V 


PbKS.  of  CoNORBSS  to  PrB8.  BlBDy  1780. 

Philadelphia,  June  21, 1780. 

Circular. 
Sr, 

Congress  bare  at  different  Periods  recommended  Measures,  which 
ttej  deemed  essentially  necessary  to  the  public  Good. 

They  now  request,  of  those  States  which  have  not  made  returns  to 
Congress  of  their  Transactions  in  that  respect,  the  most  expeditious 
Information  of  the  Measures  they  have  taken  in  Consequence  of  the 
^veral  Resolutions,  a  list  of  which  is  annexed  to  the  enclosed  Act 
of  the  17**  Instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excelly's  most  hbblo  Sert., 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

directed, 
His  Exc'y  Presid*  Reed. 


Board  of  War  to   Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  June  21, 1780. 

Sir, 

There  are  dbpersed  thro'  the  States,  but  principally  in  this  State, 
^anj  prisoners  of  war,  part  of  them,  both  British  &  German,  but 
^ore  of  the  latter;  had  license  from  this  board  to  work  with  the 
'jarmers  and  others  in  the  country  during  the  last  winter,  when  it 
^as  difficult  to  maintain  them  at  thb  post :  All  these  have  some 
'time  since  been  ordered  into  confinement ;  but  the  people  who  hays 

*  See  Col.  tM.  Tot.  XU.,  ^  8i^ 
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had  the  benefit  of  their  aerrices  are  unwilling,  k  delay  to  A»V\m 
them.  Other  prisoners  have  escaped  from  their  places  of  eoafin- 
ment,  and  are  scattered  thro'  the  country,  where  aome  of  th« 
doubtlefls  mean  to  fix  their  abode ;  others  are  working  along  ftm 
town  to  town  till  they  shall  find  opportunities  of  getting  inte  Miv 
York.  Many  have  very  improperly  been  allowed  by  the  magistntei 
to  take  the  oaths  of  allegianoe,  &  others  have  passports  or  certifieilH 
(some  true  &  some  counterfeit)  by  means  of  which  they  are  enabbd 
to  pursue  their  designs  unmolested. 

As  your  Excellency  expressed  a  readiness  to  give  orders  to  tb 
lieutenants  of  the  counties  to  apprehend  all  such  prisonen,  wi 
thought  it  best  to  communicate  the  above  mentioned  facts  &  civotn- 
Btances ;  and  to  inform  you,  that  there  are  no  prisoners  out  of  eoa- 
fiucment,  with  our  consent,  except  officers  on  parole — the  servisti 
of  such  officers  actually  attached  to  their  persons,  &  for  whem  tiio 
officers  have  respectively  given  their  paroles.  All  otheni,  whether 
they  were  of  Burgoyne's  army  or  absolute  prisoners  of  war,  we  wish 
may  be  taken  up  and  confined  in  the  nearest  goals  (where  these  in 
sufficiently  strong)  or  brought  to  the  New  Goal  in  this  city ;  as  shill 
be  most  convenient.  And  your  Excellency  will  greatly  oblige  uii 
well  as  do  an  important  public  service,  by  issuing  the  necessary  orden 
for  that  purpose.  Any  necessary  expenses  occasioned  by  the  ezeea- 
tion  of  such  orders,  it  appears  to  us  will  be  a  proper  charge  agtioit 
the  United  States. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

very  respectfully, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  Servants, 

""  In  behalf  &  by  order  of  y*  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esq'. 


Col.  Jacob  Morgan  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Reading,  2l8t  June,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  orders  of  the  Day  of  June  for  pK^*' 
curing  two  Volunteers  from  each  Company  of  Militia  to  be  officered 
with  one  Captain  two  Lieuts.  and  two  Ensigns  agreeable  to  Saic^ 
order  the  greater  part  of  the  Men  are  procured  with  expectation  aim 
their  being  ordered  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  which  are  90 
present  in  a  defenceless  situation  and  Hourly  exposed  to  the  ravaged 
of  the  Indians. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  Ezcellenoy's  second  order  of  the  llth, 
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it  I  ooUeeted  tbose  men  already  inlisted  and  am  exerting  my- 
I  having  the  rest  procnred,  bat  being  made  aoqnainted  with 
lof tination's  being  changed  there  is  great  nneaainess  amongst 
Numbers  of  them  Lifing  on  the  ifrontiers  are  anxions  to 
ii  for  the  defenoe  of  their  property  which  they  consider  at 
iBveh  indangered. 

nr  Excellency  does  not  think  it  injurious,  I  could  wish  that 
^oal  intent  (as  to  the  destination  of  the  Troops)  may  be  com- 
vith,  as  I'm  convinced  there  will  be  great  discontent 
■I  them,  &  retard  my  procuring  the  residue.  But  if  your 
■My  should  think  proper  to  have  them  marched  to  the  army 
please  to  inform  me  whether  I  am  still  to  comply  with  that 
F  the  first  orders  which  directs  my  appointioc  of  officers,  as 
isfc  orders  seem  to  imply  that  they  are  not  to   oe  officered  in 

I  am  Sir,  your  Exocllencys, 

most  Humb.  and  most  obet  scrvt. 

JACOB  MORGAN,  Lt.  B.  County. 

Hii  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.  President  of  the  Supreme 
itife  Council  Philadelphia. 


iircTiONS  TO  TnE  Agents  for  the  Sale  of  Confis- 
cated Estates,  1780. 

Tou  are  to  inform  the  Bidders  that  specie  &  the  State  Money 
last  March  will  be  taken  in  payment  as  such,  viz.  at  the 
iDge  of  60  for  one. 

%ese  Lands  being  sold  as  will  to  raise  Money  for  the  State  as  to 
a  Fund  for  the  Support  of  the  University.  Three  fourths  of 
ODcy  to  be  paid  according  to  the  Terms  of  sale,  &  the  Remain- 
prth  to  be  left  in  the  Hands  of  the  Purchaser  on  the  following 
I  Tix.  The  Exchange  to  be  fixed  as  aboye,  &  the  Interest 
Dg  at  6  ^  ct.  to  be  a  charge  on  the  Land  payable  in  Wheat  at 
bUlings  ^  Bushel,  The  Wheat  to  be  delivered  half  yearly  at 
hiick  Market  Place  in  Philad.  or  in  Cash  at  the  current  Price 
Eleotion^of  the  Trustees  of  the  University.  The  same  sub- 
be  purchased  off  at  any  Time  after  3  Years  &  within  10  Years, 
^orcoaser  paying  15  Years  purchase  Money. 

lie  Crops  in  the  Ground  not  to  pass  with  the  Land. 
A  21,  1780. 


itqnart  joar  ezoeUen^  wiU  gnuit  pemiiifiiQn,  and  avll 
iootioBMr  for  that  pnrpoie. 

We  are  your  ezoellenoj's,  -   • 

most  obedient  Berrantii 

WILLIAM  WI 

JAMES  REAP 
Directed 

His  ExcellcDoj  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  president  of  the  stah 
sjlyania. 


BSSOLUTION  OF   CONGBESS,  1780. 

In  Congress,  June  21ji 

Whereas  Congress  did  in  the  Behalf  of  the  United  Sta 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  by  their  aot  of  the  S  1st  of  Jaa' 
they  we'd  bring  into  the  field  25,000  effective  ^len  ez 
Officers,  &  at  the  same  time  solicit  a  naval  force  to  coopert 
the  oommon  Enemy.  And  Whereas  advice  has  been  reai 
the  Conrt  of  France  that  his  most  christian  Majesty  in  O 
with  the  solicitations  of  Congress  hath  not  only  directed  i 
able  naval  force  to  repair  to  North  America,  bat  hath 
thereto  a  respectable  Body  of  Land  Forces. 

And  Whereas  Congress  in  consequence  of  their  Engag 
their  Act  of  Feb''  last  did  call  on  the  several  States  to  com 
Quota  of  Troops  to  the  Establishment  mentioned  in  the  n 
Which  Qaota  they  have  since  from  the  Disasters  at  Gha 
found  it  necessary  to  increase,  and  have  accordini^ly  an 
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st  delay,  to  inform  Congress  how  far  thej  maj  relj  npon  their 
ing  the  sereral  Supplies  of  Men,  Money  and  proyiaions  called 
Congress  or  their  Committee  at  Head  Quarters. 
Whereas  the  Legislatoro  of  many  of  the  United  States  are 
w  0onyened  tho'  earnestly  requested  hy  Congress  to  continue 
BSrions  or  to  vest  in  some  Persons  such  Powers  as  wo'd  enable 
n  the  requisition  of  Congress  or  their  Committee  to  draw 
he  military  Resources  of  the  State.  And  Whereas  Congress 
folly  informed  whether  their  Magistrates  are  so  empowered. 
Iveo,  that  the  supreme  executive  Magistrate  in  each  State 
ftf  Legislature  is  not  convened  be  requested  immediately  to 
Congress  what  Measures  they  have  taken  or  are  empowered 
in  Gomplyance  with  the  above  Requisitions  of  Congress,  In 
liat  Congress,  whose  duty  it  is,  may  provide  that  effectual 
«•  be  taken  that  every  State  in  the  Union  contribute  their 
to  the  common  Defence. 

tved|  that  the  executive  Magistrate  of  every  State  be  requested 
ispond  weekly  with  the  Committee  of  Congress  at  head  Quar- 
vising  them  of  the  Measures  actually  taken  from  Time  to  time 
oanoe  of  the  above  recited  Requisitions  of  Congress  and  their 
ttee. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON  Sec'y  * 

uylvania. 

MoNS.  HoLKER  TO  Pres.  Rebd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y  2l8t  June,  1780. 

re  the  honor  of  iDclosing  to  your  Excellency  a  Letter  I  have 
Bent  received  from  M^  Etbcard,  Commander  in  chief  of  his 
r's  store  ships  at  present  in  this  port — you'll  perceive  by  it  the 
y  of  the  measures  I  took  the  liberty  of  Soliciting  from  your 
Dcy  a  few  days  Since,  &  without  which  or  some  other  effica- 
mady,  it  will  be  impossible  to  apply  these  three  vessels  to  the 
•  for  which  they  are  reserved.  I  have  only  to  add  that  very 
ear  20  Sailors  have  made  good  their  way  towards  Baltimore  & 
:  It  is  much  to  bo  feared  that  the  Remaining  few  will  also 
iMir  escape. 

Iremain  with  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's, 

Most  obedient  &  very 

humble  Servant, 

HOLKER. 

if 

Sxoellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'*. 

♦  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XTI.,  p.  408. 
f  See  Col  Roe.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  897. 
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Pbbs.  of  Congbbss  to  Pres.  Bexd,  1780. 

Gireular. 

Philadelphia,  June  22,  U 

Sir, 

Your  Excelleocy  will  herewith  receive  an  Act  of  Congnm 
21**  Instant,  which  will  no  donht  he  duly  attended  to. 

Those  Parts  of  the  Act  in  particular  that  relate  to  giving  In 
tion  to  Congress  and  their  Committee  at  Head  Quarters,  it  i 
earnestly  requested  may  be  attended  to  with  the  utmost  Ezpi 
&  Punctuality. 

The  Time  is  come  when  we  may  hourly  expect  the  Arrival 
Forces  of  our  Ally,  and  the  Plan  of  Operation  ought  to  b 
pletely  formed  and  ready  to  be  communicated  upon  their  A 
which  cannot  be  done  for  want  of  proper  &  certain  Infonaaf 
the  Number  of  Force?,  Quantity  of  Supplies,  ko.,  which  the 
will  furnish. 

Under  these  Circumstances  you  will  easily  perceive  that  Gi 
and  the  Commander  in  Chief  are  placed  in  a  most  painful  Sib 
and  that  the  Interest,  Honour  &  Safety  of  the  States  are  ton 
affected  to  admit  of  the  least  Delay  or  Neglect  of  any  ft 
Exertion  which  the  present  Situation  of  our  affairs  demand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

your  ExceUency's  most  obed'  servanti 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 


June 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  received  a  Letter  fin 
Excellency  General  Washington,  an  Extract  of  which  is  6n< 
together  with  an  Act  of  Congress  of  this  Day,  by  which  you  i 
further  informed  of  the  pressing  Necessity  of  immediately  fom 
on  the  Supplies  of  Men  &  Provisions  with  the  utmost  Expe 
and  the  repeated  request  of  Congress  to  transmit  to  them  i 
Committee  at  Head  Quarters,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Stat 
which  you  have  the  honor  to  preside,  in  such  manner  tb 
Commander  in  Chief  may  rely  &  be  enabled  to  regulate  his 
Operations  thereon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Preiid 
Directedy 

His  Ezo'  President  Boed. 
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QssL.  H.  Knox  to  Pass.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Trenton,  22<  June,  1780. 

fir, 
EzoellcDoy  Qenenl  Washington  has  dispatched  me  to  thin 

n  order  to  have  the  flour  here  indtantlj  forwarded  on  to  West 

He  informed  me  that  he  had  reoneeted  of  your  Excellency 

■ediate  supply  of  250  teams,  and  desired  me  on  my  arri?al 

» isnd  an  express  to  you,  rcqusting  to  know  when  they  can  he 

wd.     It  is  impossible  to  say  how  much  the  teams  are  wanted. 

MBy  threaten  West  Point,  and  much  is  to  be  feared  in  this 

It  (rf  our  impotence  for  the  safety  of  that  post,  except  it  shall 

B  Wfxk^e  supply  of  provision  previous  to  its  investiture.     The 

ilwith  his  small  army  assumes  a  position,  dangerous  enough 

snemv  comprehend  our  strength,  in  order  to  cover  the  trans- 

dn  of  the  flour.    The  probable,  nay  almost  certain,  movements 

enemy  up  the  North  Biver,  or  against  him,  will  make  him 

m  four  or  five  days,  during  which  time  it  is  of  infinite  oonse- 

[  to  have  the  flour  forwarded.     Every  thing  is  done  here  and 

neighbouring  counties  of  this  State  for  this  purpose, — ^but 

1  be  in  vain,  except  we  derive  aBsistancc  from  Pennsylvania. 

aUe,  my  dear  Sir,  lot  us  have  200  or  250  teams  to  load  at 

aoe,  in  one^  two,  three,  and  not  exceeding  four  days  from  this 

I  am  dear  sir 

with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  Humble  Serv*, 

H.  KNOX.* 
led, 
Bxcellency  President  Rccd. 


Col,  Joun  Piper  to  Pbes.  Rked,  1780. 

Huntingdon,  June  22d,  1780 

)  Situation  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  must  be  my  Apology 
mbling  you  upon  this  Occasion.  One  of  our  greatest  Difficul- 
;  present  arisen  from  our  Want  of  a  proper  Supply  of  Provi- 
and  Horses  to  transport  Provisions  to  our  frontier  Garrisons. 
^rown  has  been  pleased  to  make  us  an  Offer  of  some  Flower 
16  has  on  hand  for  our  present  supply,  provided  we  can  furnish 
iS  to  carry  it  off.    I  would  therefore  earnestly  request  you  to 

«  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XU.,  page  898. 


jour  Direotions  from  Time  to  Time.    In  Hopes  joa'U  j 
eonnder  our  pfesent  Situation  and  grant  ne  a  apeedj  BeliM 

I  am  Sir  with  great  Reiipeet| 
your  most  obedient  and 

Very  humble  Serrant, 

JOHNU 
Copy. 

P.  S.  I  would  further  Request  that  you  would  phaes 
Mr.  Cluggage  to  prooure  a  Quantity  of  Forage  for  the  Sapp 
public  Hmes  that  are  frequently  under  the  Necessity  ore 
this  Post 

I  am. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Mb.  Holker,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  took  an  early  Opp^"  to  communicate  to  the  Council  your 
touching  the  French  Sailors* — ^The  urgent  Business  of  tl 
prevented  any  Act  being  passed  till  this  morning — ^the 
ever  desirous  to  promote  the  Interest  of  his  most  Christian 
&  his  Subjects  having  taken  it  up  have  agreed  to  the  inol 
solves — which  we  hope  will  prove  both  satisfactory  &  effeel 

The  Council  has  also  taken  into  Consideration  the  Repra 
made  by  Mr.  Slough  of  his  Difficulties  in  passing  the  Stall 
And  tho  we  have  Reason  to  believe  there  has  not  been  all 
position  or  Exertion  which  in  such  Case  could  be  wished|  i 
think  it  consistent  with  the  Honour  of  the  State  that  it  il 
considered  as  an  Embarrassm^  to  an  Individual,  &  therefb 
be  quite  af^reeable  to  us  to  receive  it  whenever  you  please 
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lis.  Bbed  to  Deleqates  in  Congress,  1780. 


ommander  in  Chief  baa  called  upon  ns  in  the  most  pressing 
far  250  Teams  to  be  immediately  forwarded  into  New  Jcr- 
whioh  we  are  determined  to  comply  with  all  possible  Eipe- 
Bat  when  we  reflect  upon  the  trifling  Sum  allowed  by  the 
itates  compared  with  the  necessary  &  unavoidable  Ezpence 
tends  this  Service  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  Reluctance  of 
le  to  enter  into  it.  The  present  Pay  is  not  more  than  6s.  8d. 
I  Day,  whereas  heretofore  when  there  was  a  greater  Plenty 
DB  &  Labour  &  Forage  much  cheaper,  the  Rate  was  2  Dol- 
ay.  The  manifest  Injustice  of  the  Price  will  also  be  more 
IS  the  Agents  under  Mons'  de  Comay  now  ofier  one  third 
ft  the  stated  Price  allowed  by  Congress,  &  yet  have  made 

00689.  % 

mlU  also  wish  you  to  make  a  Seasonable  Application  to 
tliat  a  Number  of  Arms  may  be  supplied  the  Militia  who 
ed  to  be  in  Readiness  to  join  Gen.  Washington  in  Case  of 
'•  There  is  a  peculiar  Justice  &  Propriety  in  our  Request  as 
d  States  have  availed  themselves  at  all  Times  of  our  Arma 
Iff  them  at  Camp  pursuant  to  the  Directions  of  the  Comman- 
bief  &  delivering  them  out  here  on  Request — Other  States 
I  not  the  same  Plea  have,  as  we  are  informed,  been  supplied 
(6  Continental  Stock,  and  it  will  be  of  little  Service  to  take 
be  Held  without  Arms. — You  will  therefore  take  a  suitable 
to  urge  these  Points  as  of  indispensable  Necessity  to  the 
iervico. 

I  ^m,  Gentlemen,  most  respectfully 

your  Obed  Hbbl.  Serv. 

Jane  23<^|  Honble  the  Delegates  of  P'',  in  Congress. 


JoL.  Saml.  J.  Atleb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Lancaster^  June  23d|  1780. 

Bzoellenoys  Letter  of  the  20th  I  have  received,  and  hope 

dit  me  when   I  assure  you  I  am  exerting  my  utmost 

Ibr  the  forwarding  the  Kecruits  to  you,  The  men  are 

xmred  here,  if  the  provision  oou'd  be  as  easily  made  in  the 

'ownsbips  for  their  pay. 

I  to  be  able  by  sunday  morning  to  send  off  at  least  100 

B,  the  rest  shall  be  sent  off  as  fast  as  they  arrive. 

li  me  real  pain  to  hear  of  our  good  Generals  distresied 
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Bitaation,  we  were  in  anctioas  expectation  of  the  arriral  of  the  BImI 
of  France,  which  I  hope  brings  him  a  Reinforcement  to  thwart  di 
intentions  of  S'  Harry. 

I  am  your  Exoellenojrs 

most  ob^  and  most  Hble  Serv*, 

SAM.  J.  ATLEK 

Directed, 

On  publick  Service 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beedi  Esqr.;  President  of  the  Stitta  tf 
Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  of  Congress^  1780. 

^  In  Congress^  Jnne  23,  ITttL- 

A  Letter  of  20  from  Gen^  Washington  was  read,  Ordered|  1U 
an  extract  thereof  be  sent  by  express  to  each  of  the  states  ftM 
Newhampshire  to  Maryland,  indnsive,  and  that  the  exeontiTe  poilH 
be  most  earnestly  requested  to  forward  on  the  supplies  of  nea  I 
provisions  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  transmit  to  OongresiMil 
the  committee  at  head  quarters  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  th4 
respective  states  on  which  the  commander  in  chief  can  rely  vA  1j| 
which  he  may  be  enabled  to  regulate  his  future  operations. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'j. 


Resolution   of  General  Assembly  op  Virginia,  1780, 

In  the  House  of  Delegates, 

June  the  23d,  1780. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  have  had  under  their  coaiH 
oration  the  agreement  entered  into  between  the  Com  missioned 
this  Commonwealth  and  those  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Baltimore,  ontk 
thirty  first  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1779,  respecting  the  dispata 
territory  and  boundary  lines  between  two  states,  together  with  th 
papers  and  proceedings  thereupon ;  and  altho'  the  General  AssemVj 
of  Virginia  are  far  from  thinking  the  reasoning  of  PennsylfaV 
Gommissiouers  in  support  of  their  claim  conclusive,  or  that  tt 
Commonwealth  is  bound  by  the  agency  of  Commissioners,  wImi 
powers  were  restrained  to  an  agreement  for  ascertaining  boundaiii 
to  be  referred  to  their  respective  assemblies  for  their  ratificatioa  < 
rejection ;  yet  actuated  by  the  same  principles  and  moti?ea  vlui 
induced  the  Convention  of  Virginia,  in  that  act  which  formed  oi 
new  Government,  to  make  a  cession  and  release  of  the  territcuj  oq| 
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biMcl  witbin  their  respcctiTe  charters  to  the  neighbouriDg  states,  to 
piDBote  the  common  cause  of  America ;  to  preventi  as  far  as  in  their 
povnTi  fatore  dispute  and  animosity,  and  to  prove  the  sincerity  of 
kiwir  professions  and  desire  to  cnltivate  and  maintain  the  most  cor- 
iiil  harmony  with  their  sister  State  of  Pensylvania,  united  with  us 
by  the  most  sacred  ties,  in  the  defence  of  our  common  rights  and 
liboty,  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  are  willing  to  rutify  the 
ilbittaid  agreement,  on  the  Conditions  expressed  in  the  following 
loolve,  corresponding  with  the  reservation  in  their  offer  of  December 
Ihe  18th,  1776. 

Beaolved,  therefore,  that  the  agreement  made  on  the  31st  day  of 

hxpt^j  1779,  between  James  Madison  and  Robert  Andrews,  Gom- 

aioioBers  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  George  Bryan, 

JdiB  Ewing  and  David  Rittenhouse,  Commissioners  for  the  Com- 

SMmwealth  of  Pensylvania,  be  ratified  and  finally  confirmed,  to  wit., 

that  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line  be  extended 

dn  west  five  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  river 

Bdiware,  for  the  southern  boundary  of  Pensylvania  and  that  a 

Mridian  drawn  Arom  the  western  extremity  thereof  to  the  northern 

liidts  of  the  said  States  respectively,  be  the  western  boundary  of 

Iniflvania  forever,  On  Condition  that  the  private  property  and 

agkts  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  on,  or  recognised  by 

Ai  laws  of  either  Country  previous  to  the  date  hereof  be  saved  and 

Mafirmed  to  them,  altho'  they  should  be  found  to  fall  within  the 

^Mr,  and  that  in  the  decision  of  disputes  thereupon  preference  shall 

kigiren  to  the  elder  or  prior  right  which  ever  of  the  said  states  the 

Hue  shall  have  been  acquired  under,  such  persons  paying  within 

vlioee  boundary  their  lands  shall  be  included   the  same  purchase 

<^voDsideratiou  uioucy  which  would  have  been  due  from  them  to 

Restate  under  which  they  claimed  the  right;  and  where  any  such 

purcbase  or  consideration  money  hath,   since  the  declaration  of 

American  Independence  been  received  by  either  state  for  lands  which 

^fi^iog  to  the  before  recited  agreement  shall  fall  within  the  terri- 

^  of  the  other  the  same  shall  be  reciprocally  refunded  and  repaid, 

^  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  disputed  territory,  now  ceded  to  tho^ 

State  of  Pensylvania,  shall  not  before  the  first  day  of  December,  in 

*(>«  present  year,  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  auy  tax,  nor  at  any 

hoie  to  the  payment  of  arrears  of  taxes  or  impositions  heretofore  laid 

^  either  state. 

Besolved,  that  upon  the  acceptance  and  full  ratification  of  this 
^Oooition  and  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pen- 
Tlvania,  the  Governour  be  empowered  with  the  advice  of  the  Council 
to  appoint  two  Commissioners  on  behalf  of  this  Commonwealth,  in 
^JQDction  with  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  Common- 
^«»ltb  of  Pensylvania,  to  extend  the  line  commonly  called  Mason's 
■nd  Dixon's  line  five  degrees  of  longitude  from  Delaware  River,  as 
^orenid,  and  from  the  western  termination  thereof  to  run  and  mark 
*  meridian  line  to  the  Ohio  River,  which  is  as  far  as  the  General 


Indonedf 

1780.    Beoeived  Augast  4ih,  BoeoIatioQ  of  the  yii|ii 
blj  respecting  the  disputed  boundary  with  PenaylTanuL 
1780.    Sept  23d,  1780.    Agreed  to  bj  the  AiiemUj  o 


OOVBRKOB  LeB  of  MARYLAND  TO  P&E8.  BbIDj 


Sir, 


In  Council,  Annapolis,  28d  JTtt 


We  reoeiTed  your  favor  of  the  16th,  and  have  laid  f1 
Beaolntion  of  your  Excellency  &  Council,  before  d 
Assembly.  As  soon  as  the  result  of  their  deliberation 
made  known  to  us  we  shall  communicate  it  to  your  JSzoeU 
are  sensible  that  your  design,  in  laying  the  Embargo,  m 
trated,  unless  a  similar  RMolution  is  adopted  by  ildi 
therefore  we  should  not  have  hesitated  in  the  Recess  of  du 
to  have  imposed  such  a  Bestriction  as  would  have  preveni 
suggested  in  your  Letter.    . 

Nothiuff  has  a  stronger  Tendency  to  preserve  that  H 
desirable  between  our  States,  as  mutual  Endeavours  to  ft 
Execution  of  Measures,  concerted  by  either,  for  the  Qtn 
and  being  under  that  impression,  we  shall,  on  every  ooom 
fully  eo-operate  with  your  Board  in  furthering  them. 

^  We  are,  with  perfect  respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Exoelly's  mcobedt.  &  mo.  H'ble  Bm 

THo.  sm 


*'. 
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UUUTTSK  OF   COHORKSS  IN   CaMP  TO    PrB8.   RsED^   1780. 

Giroular. 

MorriB  Town,  June  23%  1780. 

kpressed  with  the  neceesitj  of  givine  you  the  earliest  informa- 
I  of  every  important  occurranco.  We  therefore  inclose  you  a 
f  of  a  letter  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  this  moment  received. 
^nm  the  aooomulated  distresses  of  our  Army  which  we  are  dail  v 
lUan  of — From  the  jeopardy  we  have  twice  seen  them  in — & 
I  Ibo  fatal  consequences  that  must  have  resulted  from  a  defeat 
idb  would  ineTitahly  have  been  the  Consequence,  had  the  enemy 
nl^  and  still  will  be,  should  they  even  now  pursue  their  object) 
■n  eoBStrained,  again  to  call  on  you  in  the  most  pressing  man 
Id  fhrward  your  quota  of  men  and  supplies  agreeable  to  our 
Nia  of  the  2^  Instant  &  prevent  the  total  Sacrifice  of  the  few 

0  and  intrepid  spirits  that  at  present  compose  our  army  and 

1  the  indelible  stain  that  must  conseouently  b6  fixed  on  these 
m,  riioald  such  an  event  take  place.     ^Thus  fieir  Circular.) 

bl  part  of  the  Generals  Letter  respecting  the  state  of  the  stores 
p  m  a  matter  of  anoh  pressing  necessity,  that  we  conceive  it  to 
■r  duty  to  give  the  earliest  attention  to  it.  The  situation  of 
Mgaiinea  at  this  post,  is  truly  deplorable,  the  enemy  are  cer- 
^  pushing  at  them,  and  we  are  in  no  condition  to  move  them 
nat  of  teams,  if  they  do  not  effect  their  purpose  at  this  time,  it 
fUmki  they  mean  to  persist  untill  the  situation  of  our  affairs 
on  it  necessary  for  the  remains  of  our  Army  to  move  from 
•i  when  there  will  be  no  impediment  to  the  execution  of  their 
.  We  hope  therefore  Sir,  you  will  enable  the  officers  of  the 
■Iment  to  improve  this  interval  so  as  to  effect  their  removal  to 
M  of  ereater  safety  by  having  the  teams  which  are  requested  of 
r  slate  immediately  sent  forward. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  highest  respect  &  Esteemj 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  Ob'  Hum.  Serv*, 

JN*  MATHEWS, 
NATH.  PEABODY. 

^  Ezeellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


wbat  ooaia  toe  vaiour  oi  a  Danaiai  ao  againac  so  mnaice  a 
of  namben.  The  enemy  can  effect  any  partioolar  oljeol 
attempt.  Beddes  tbe  Army  they  can  have  no  otlier  in 
than  our  Stores.  As  we  cannot  defend  them  we  must  en 
remove  them.  I  am  so  entirely  engaged  in  attention  to  m 
operations  that  I  mast  in  treat  yon  to  write  to  the  ezeooti 
syl*^  and  Jersey  presung  them  to  bring  ont  all  the  Wa( 
can  fb  our  relief,  an  application  has  been  already  mada 
for  two  hundred  &  fifty  Waggons — these  ought  to  hi 
furnished. 

But  we  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  uldmate  deri 
enemy — all  we  know  is  that  they  are  very  strong  and  tl 
very  weak.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  Stafti 
again  called  upon  to  redouble  their  exertions  to  oompi 
demands  that  have  been  already  made  upon  them.  It  ia.^ 
our  immediate  safety  to  say  nothing  of  the  expected  Ck 
If  she  moans  to  be  free  this  is  the  moment  for  Ameik 
herself. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Qcntlemen, 

Your  Most  Hbble  Sev., 

G«  WASHn 
Directed^ 
Honble  Committee  of  Co-operation. 


Col.  Joseph  Hart  to  Pres.  Reed,  178( 

June  y*  21 
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them  away.  I  will  however  if  Possible  have  the  remainder  of  mine 
dovD  in  the  BeginniDg  of  next  Week ;  and  sooner  I  cannot,  but  I 
lure  not  to  add  more  than  I  am, 

Your  Ezcelies 

moat  Obt.  Hmble  SerT«, 

JOSEPH  HART. 
Dinetedf 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Beed|  Esq.,  President  of  the  Sapreme 
IiasBtifa  Connoil  &c. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

Beading,  24th  June,  1780. 
fir, 

Ireo'd  yonr  Ezcellencys  favour  of  the  21*'  Ins^  as  also  an  Order 
OB  the  Oonnty  Treasurer  for  One  Thousand  Pounds.  I  shall  declino 
fuehashig  Flesh  agreeable  to  your  Orders, — have  sent  all  the  Cat- 
tb&  Sheep  I  had  on  hand  to  Philad*  as  I  had  agreed  with  the 
Bands  to  take  them  there  before  I  reed  yonr  Excellenoys  Orders  of 
Bmdbg  them  to  Camp. 

I  hsTe  a  few  Sheep  &  one  Ox  which  is  cot  yet  brought  in,  which 
ike  Imiag  Gommi8f>ary  at  this  Post  presses  me  to  deliver  hiin,  as 
tk  provisions  are  Nigh  out,  &  a  Number  of  Prisoners  &  Marooing 
I^tfties  of  our  own  Troops  must  be  supplied  :  If  you  give  me  Ordersy 
I  ihaU  deliver  them  according  to  his  request  &  endeaTOur  to  Supply 
Ua  farther. 

I  shall  do  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  procure  the  Flour  yon  have 
Oriered,  but  I  must  acquaint  you  that  Wheat  is  Scarcer  than  I  ex- 

Cd,  and  am  in  some  doubt  I  will  not  be  able  to  furnish  that 
tity  before  Harvest. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ. 

(Public  Service) 


Bis  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esq''.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
*«8cative  Council,  Philad*.  .^<Kf\>\^ 


Vol.  Vm.— 16 


taem  longer  in  cms  piaoe  i  navo  oraerea  utp*  m^JSiiiaiton 
altera  of  the  InTalicb  to  oondact  them  to  the  army,  I?^^ 
they  set  out  the  nnmher  may  be  encreaaed  from  the  Goanti 
Gap*  will  wait  on  you  to  receive  any  orders  yon  may  jadge  ii 
Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect^ 

Gentlemen  year  most  obed.  Ser 

LEWIS  NICOLA, 
Directed^ 
To  his  Ezoelleney  the  President  k  Hon**  EzecntiTe  Com 


Col.  Lbwis  Nicola  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1780. 

8', 
I  am  favonred  with  yonr  Excellencies  letter  of  this  day 

booK  which  is  preparing  for  the  purpose  intended  k  sbill 

pleated  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

By  the  wording  of  the  attestation  it  appears  as  if  a  parli 
was  to  be  drawn  out  for  each  man  which,  considering  the 
will  take  up  much  time  k  prevent  the  mens  setting  out  : 
or  two,  I  beg  your  opinion  whether  it  would  not  answer  tb 
to  haye  the  attestation  copied  into  the  book  in  a  form  leas  p 
as  I  having  enlisted  into  the  Corps  of  Pensylvania  toIw 
swear  &c.,  and  underneath — Wc  who  have  subscribed  oi 
or  made  our  marks  in  this  k  the  following  pages  have 
affirmed  to  the  above  attestation. 

A.  B.  of  1"^  Bat.  of  Bucks  County  each  page  to  be  oi 
bottom  by  the  Justice. 
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Qss.  H.  Ekox  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

TrcntoD,  27  Jono;  1780. 
Uj  deir  Sir, 

From  the  exertions  that  have  been  made,  I  am  in  hopes  that  all 
tk  floor  at  this  place  will  be  in  motion  towards  New  Windsor 
kibre  to-morrow  night.  The  Country  is  animated,  and  turn  oat 
Ikffir  teams  with  great  spirit — and  now  is  the  time  to  improve  it,  bj 
Mippljiog  flour  to  be  formed  into  a  magasine  above  our  posts  in  the 
UgkUods.  This  hint  will  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to  jour 
Smileiiej,  to  use  your  influence  that  all  the  flour  which  can  be 
pnoored  be  forwarded  on  instantly  to  this  place.  If  the  spirit  shall 
eootione,  and  I  believe  it  will|  we  may,  by  managing  it  properly,  be 
lUe  to  form  such  a  magasine  on  the  North  lliv^r  as  will  place  us 
hjond  feeling  pinching  hunger  from  the  failure  of  a  brigade  of 
teams,  and  which  will  greatly  accelerate  the  proposed  operations  of 
tbe  esmpaign. 

From  the  information  of  Col.  Cox  of  a  conversation  he  had  with 
yottr  Excellency,  and  the  Executive  Council,  respecting  the  pay  of 
the  WEffgons  which  might  be  drawn  forth  as  part  of  the  quota  of 
Pemisyminia,  we  were  induced  to  promise  that  the  hire  of  the 
ViggoDs  which  should  be  procured  by  us  in  Bucks  County  on  the 
piMeDt  oceasion,  and  which  we  presumed  would  be  reckoned  as 
Ijfftof  the  State's  quota,  should  be  paid  immediately  by  John  Oliver 
b)'.,  at  Bristol,  at  the  rates  I  informed  you  yesterday.  Col.  Cox  and 
■jself  therefore  shall  bo  under  great  obligations  to  your  Excellency 
Mdthe  Executive  Council  to  order  as  much  of  the  new  state  money 
te  k  lodged  in  the  hands  of  said  M''  Oliver  as  the  amount  of  the 
*^biate  of  the  hire  of  the  said  waggons,  which  estimate  Col.  Cox 
.*>11  transmit  to  your  Excellency  as  soon  as  he  shall  obtain  the 
'^kr  that  are  employed. 

I  haye  the  honor  Sir, 

to  be  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient 

Humble  Servant 

H.  KNOX. 
Bis  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


*  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.   400. 


■^  ' 


W  «7  A  if 

State  k  having  the  Direetion  of  the  factory  at  French  Greek 
finished  Sixteen  of  the  above  Moskits  &  Delivered  them  \ 
French  Creek  Affs'l  Intending  to  Carry  the  Beoninder 
Boon  as  finished,  but  before  I  got  the  llemaining  FonrCeeii 
Deheaven  Affs'',  had  moved  to  Humels  Town  near  to  Ham 
&  Intended  Carrying  them  there  to  him.  General  Waynea 
having  moved  to  the  Trapp  Close  to  where  your  Petitioner  li 
the  Action  at  the  Peoley  Cspt'".  Thomas  Church  hearing  3 
tioner  had  Publick  Muskits  Stocking  for  M'.  Deheaven  81 
Church  then  Comm'<**<  the  5th,  Pennsylv'^  Reg'^  Came 
desired  that  I  should  Deliver  to  him  the  Publick  Mnskiti 
had  stocked  he  told  me  that  A  number  of  the  men  of  that  1 
lost  their  Arms  in  y  Action  Affs''  &  he  Expected  the  Be 
V  be  called  in  action  before  he  Could  get  the  men  Armed  E 

your  Petitioner  told  Cap'*"  Church  he  was  to  Deliver  Said 
to  M^  Deheaven  or  his  Order,  he  said  he  would  take  the 
Service  then  Required  them  much  at  that  time,  &  Sent, 
and  six  men  &  took  them  leaving  a  Receipt  for  the  aame 
inclose. 

Some  Short  time  after  I  applyed  to  M'  Peter  Deheaven  ft 
Stocking  the  thirty  Muskits  Affs'^  Which  he  Refused  k 
any  but  the  Sixteen  which  he  Rec''  I  Shewed  the  Receipt 
Captain  Church  he  said  your  Petitioner  had  no  Right  to  le 
Church  take  the  Remaioiog  Fourteen,  I  likewise  told  Ui 
Church  took  them  without  my  leave,  he  said  I  should  famiah 
in  their  Place  as  be  was  Accountable  for  them,  your  Petit 
Oblight  to  go  &  buy  Fourteen  Muskit  Barrels  &  Locks  A 
Mount  them,  and  Delivered  them  to  M^  Peter  Deheaven 
your  Petitioner  never  has  Rcc''   any  satisfaction  from  an 


ajtIjit:!...*  "Mr       1*.        .1       'vri  ^.i 
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GsN.  WAsniNQTOir  to  Pees.  Kbed,  1780. 

Head  Qoirten  Whippeny  netr  Morris  Town  25Ui  Junei  1780. 
Bar  Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  yonr  Ezeellency's  favor  of  the  20th  and 

22d  ioBtant.    I  am  exceedingly  Borry  to  find  you  ezpresa  a  doubt  of 

beiogable  immediately  to  procure  the  number  of  260  Waggons  in 

tb  State  of  Pennsylvania,  if  wo  should  be  disappointed  in  that  quarter 

I  bow  not  where  wo  are  to  apply.     Tbo  Quarter  Master  General 

hiy  ai  yon  observe,  a  considerable  number  of  Waggons  laying  idlo 

brwint  of  Hones,  ooald  yon  procure  a  suflioienoy  of  them,  to  put 

tliese  Waggons  in  motion,  it  would  answer  a  very  valuable  purpose 

—that  of  moving  the  Baggage  and  necessary  Stores  of  the  Army, 

vhieh  are  now  scattered  in  a  most  inconvenient  manner  upon  the 

vhole  oommnnication— subject  to  loss  and  peculation,  and  making 

ID  amaxing  draft  from  the  strength  of  the  Army,  as  an  extra  number 

<tf  Omrda  must  be  left  to  take  care  of  them. 

The  Enemy  abandoned  this  State  the  night  before  last.  They 
tiranced,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  very  considerable  foree  as  far 
M  Springfield,  which  they  burnt  intircly  (two  Houses  excepted)  with 
NTual  Gildings  in  the  neighbourhood.  They  were  warmly  opposed 
in  their  progress,  by  the  advanced  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Greene.  This  change  of  position  will  render  the  service  of 
the  Philad*.  Troop  of  Light  IDragoons  unnecessary  at  this  juncture. 
Hearing  they  were  upon  their  march,  I  yesterday  desired  Col'* 
Uajka  to  meet  them,  with  my  thanks  for  their  ready  compliance 
^th  my  request,  and  to  inform  them  that  there  was  no  occasion  for 
thm  to  come  forward. 

I  very  much  admire  the  patriotic  Spirit  of  the  Ladies  of  Philad% 

v^ihall  with  great  pleasure  give  them  my  advice,  as  to  the  appii- 

^itioa  of  their  benevolent  and  generous  donation  to  the  Soldiers  of 

the  Army.     Altho'  the  terms  of  the  association  seem  in  somo  mea* 

"v^  to  preclude  tho  purchase  of  any  article,  which  the  public  is 

y^i  to  find,  I  would,  nevertheless,  recommend  a  provision  of  shirts 

^  preference  to  any  thing  else,  in  case  the  fund  should  amount  to 

>  Hm  equivalent  to  a  snpply  of  eight  or  ten  thousand.    The  Soldiery 

^  exceedingly  in  want  of  them,  and  the  public  have  never,  for 

"^oral  years  past,  been  able  to  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  to  make 

^«Bi  comfortable.     They  are  besides  more  capable  of  an  equal  and 

"l^actory  distribution  then  almost  any  other  Article.     Should  the 

^^i  £all  short  of  a  supply  of  the  number  of  Shirts,  I  have  mentioned 

^baps  there  eonld  be  no  better  application  of  the  money,  than 

ft^^g  it  out  in  tho  pnrohaso  of  refreshments  for  the  Hospitals. 

r^^^  are  my  Ideas  at  present.    When  I  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing 

^Oi^  particularly  from  M"*.  Reed,  I  shall  probably  be  able  to  form 

^ore  complete  opinion. 

J  shall  agreeable  to  yonr  Excellency's  request;  send  down  a  few 


^  ^* 


to  give  a  prooaouiEj  oi  oeitainty  to  oar  ezpeosea  openuoniy  i 
eumot  bo  dispenaed  with. 

Bo  kind  enoagh  to  deliver  or  forwtrd  the  iocloMd  to  M" 
ingtoD.  I  am  infioitelj  obliged  to  year  Ezeellenoj  and  to  1 
for  joar  polite  atteatioa  to  her. 

I  hiYO  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Begard  Dear  8 

y*  most  ob't  and  h'ble  Si 

G«.  WASHING 

Directed^ 
Gov.  Reed. 


Philip  Mabstellbb  to  Pbes.  Bbed,  1780. 

Lebanon,  Jane  25tli| 

S', 
Yonr  Ezoelleneies  favor  of  the  19*^  by  Cap^  Wciser  oami 

hand,  and  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  an  Order  of  Ooi 

;^6372.     From  the  time  I  started  the  other  drove  of  Oat 

yonr  favor  came  to  hand,  I  had  purchased  Forty  odd  Het 

which  I  shall  cause  to  be  driven  for  Philad*  on  Wcdnaad 

and  do  now  according  to  direction  Cease  making  any  fori 

chases. 

I  thank  the  Honourable  Council  for  their  appointm^  as  1 
ter,  which  appoint*  came  to  my  Hands  Yesterday. 

My  opinion  as  to  the  price  of  Flour  and  Wheat  is,  Thi 
may  be  had  from  20«.  to  22s.  6,  and  Wheat  at  7s.  6,  han 
which  nrices.  I  think,  will  Tmrchase  all   the  Grain  h  FIob 
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Ij  lor- Spaoia.  And  if  yonr  Ezoellencj  in  your  Qaestion 
I  the  Crop  now  in  the  Fields,  1  will  ventare  to  uj  that  a 
«•  onantity  of  Wheat  may  be  had,  provided  the  Penon 
f  vitn  the  management  is  a  man  of  Business  and  Industry, 
Crops  are  very  pleasing,  and  if  nothing  further  happens  to 
them  it  will  be  a  year  of  plenty. 

dd  beg  leave  to  give  it  as  my  Opinion  that  it  would  be 
t  to  purchase  the  Wheat  and  not  the  manufactured  Flouer, 
•  is  never  a  proper  allowance  made  for  the  Value  of  tho 
rhich  is  of  great  use  for  Horse  food,  and  might  be  the  saving 
poands.  And  if  the  whole  of  the  Business  be  intrusted  to 
I  only,  he  being  a  man  of  Cbaraoter,  Honesty,  Industry  and 
IT, I  make  no  doubt  but  money  may  be  saved;  for  Ambition 
c  Interest  is  to  often  dear  paid  for  in  the  Transaction  of 
Insiness.  As  your  Excellency  wants  my  opinion  fully  upon 
jeet  I  make  free  to  add  the  above  Hints.  Col.  Kuchcr  gives 
Gomplym*"  to  your  Excellency,  and  begs  the  Commissions 
(Mfioers  of  the  2d  Batl.  of  militia  may  be  sent  by  the  bearer. 
Inntiers  are  set  out  from  this  end  of  tho  County.  I  am 
for  the  news  of  the  Jersics,  and  dread  the  Consequence. 
nr  is  Waiting,  therefore  must  Conclude  by  reminding  your 
nev  of  my  readiness  to  serve  my  Country  to  the  best  of  my 
lilities. 
'  which  I  crave  the  Honor  of  Subscribiog  my  self 

Your  Excellencies  most  Obed^ 

and  Very  Hum'  Serv*, 

P.  MARSTELLER.    . 

h 

ie  service. 

Bzcellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Presid*  of  the  Sup'  Exo' 
of  Pennsylv*. 

fpress. 


Col.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pkes.  Beed,  1780. 


imii 


sorry  to  inform  you  that  of  123  volunteers  that  were  in  this 
terday,  I  could  not,  with  my  utmost  exertions  send  ofif  more 
in  the  afternoon.  As  it  is  unnecessary  for  two  officers  to 
with  that  nnmber  I  have  directed  Lieut.  Honcyman  to 
in  Trenton,  as  I  propose  sendiuff  to  him  by  every  oontinental 
that  goes  up  such  men  as  may  be  ready,  that  he  may,  when 
mt  number  are  collected,  march  them  to  camp, 
aavomred  to  have  the  volunteers  from  the  city  sworn  this 
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morniDg  &  their  Deseriptions  entered  in  the  book,  bat  thej  Wf9«i 
not  do  either  'till  fully  settled  with. 

Inclosed  is  a  copj  of  my  iDstmotions  to  Cap*  McElhatton,  wink 
I  send  for  tho  inspection  of  the  Coanoil  that,  in  case  any  altenikw 
are  thought  reqnisitC|  I  may  be  favoured  with  directions.  ' 

As  6  or  7  of  the  bad,  soon  after  their  coming  here,  obtained  fth 
mission  to  return  home  in  order  to  receive  their  money  k  get  okoi^ 
nnder  a  promise  specified  in  the  furlo£F  to  meet  the  party  at  TraHa' 
this  day.  I  have  furnished  Capt  McEihatton  with  proper  pipoi 
for  their  being  sworn  &  described. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that 

I  am  with  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed*  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
26  June,  1780. 

Instructions  fob  Capt.  McElhatton,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  25«^  Jane,  1780. 
Instructions  For  Capt*  McElhatton  of  the  Invalid  Beg*- 

Yon  are  to  embark  on  board  the  Shallop  provided  for  the  purpoN 
with  L'  Honeyman  and  such  recruits  for  the  Pensilvania  Boaii 
shall  be  ready  to  go,  a  list  of  which  will  be  given  you ;  with  tbfliB 
you  are  to  proceed  up  the  river  to  Trenton,  and  there  land  the  met* 

Some  men  who  obtained  furloughs  are  to  meet  you  at  Trenton ; 
these  you  will  have  attested  before  a  magistrate  agreeable  to  tlia 
form  given  you,  each  man  to  sign  the  paper,  and  after  hb  name  the 
county  and  Battalion  must  be  specified. 

You  will  be  furnished  with  another  paper  properly  column'd  0^ 
headed  in  which  you  must  insert  a  description  of  each  of  these  0i> 
joining  you  at  Trenton. 

The  men  being  furnished  with  rations  only  for  this  day  and  tf 
morrow,  you  are  to  draw  a  necessary  supply  from  the  Commissary  *>' 
Trenton  and  such  other  post  as  may  be  requisite. 

Making  as  little  delay  as  possible  at  Trenton^  you  are  to  proeaec 
and  join  the  Pensilvania  Line  wherever  it  may  be,  shewing  jov 
Instructions  to  and  receiving  informations  from  such  Generals  0 
other  officers  as  may  be  on  your  march. 

When  Joined  the  Pensilvania  lino  you  are  to  deliver  the  men  ^ 
Gen*  St.  Clair,  or  Officer  Commanding,  and  take  proper  Receipts* 

When  you  have  executed  these  orders  you  &  L*  Honeyman  are  I 
Return  to  this  city  or  where  else  the  Reg^may  be. 

The  number  of  men  being  greatly  short  of  what  I  expected,  I 
Honeyman  must  remain  in  Trenton  tUl  I  send  another  party. 

Directcflf 

To  his  £lxoelIency  the  President  &  Hon**  Execative  CouMil  o 
the  State. 
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Wm.  Soott  to  Pbes.  Rbed,  1780. 

York,  June  26tb,  1780. 

beaived  joar  Exoellenoys  inntniotioDs  on  the  6th  instant  and 
dktelj  proceeded  to  execute  the  same ;  and  had  great  dificoalty 
ft  sattiDg  out  to  pass  the  new  Money  bat  am  now  in  hopes  it 

PiCorrant.  I  ha?e  the  Promise  of  five  or  six  hundred 
of  Flouri  Forage  is  no  so  Plenty.  I  spared  no  pains  in 
I  sf  Meaty  and  have  got  above  one  hundred  head  of  sheep,  half 
ndi  are  for  Certificates ;  Beef  is  very  soearse — the  bearer,  Mr. 
r,  will  deliver  you  an  Order  for  three  thonsand  six  hundred 
fwtj  six  Pounds  seventeen  shillings  &  six  pence  for  a  flock  of 
which  I  Purchased  of  two  young  Men,  and  as  they  were  in 
wot  of  the  money  a  gentle  Man  in  Town  ^Mr.  Wm.  Alexan- 
lis  kind  enough  to  advance  that  sum  and  takes  this  opertunity 
iding^  which  if  answer'  will  greatly  Oblidgo. 
■  at  a  loss  how  to  draw  Orders  on  Council  for  the  People  who 
V  me  such  numbers  of  Cattle  or  Sheep  as  entitles  them  to 
I  for  their  money,  wou'd  thank  your  ExceU  for  a  few  lines  of 
taoos  and  whether  I'm  to  Purchase  Whiskey  or  not.  We  hope 
r  days  to  have  our  Militia  aranged,  and  have  made  considerable 
(Mi  in  Proeureing  our  Volunteers. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  Obedient 

Humble  serv*, 

W-  SCOTT. 

I  Bxoellency  Joseph  Beed,  President  in  CounciL 
Mr. 


Mr.l 


MOKS.  HOLEBR  TO  PRSS.  ReED,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y  26*  June,  1780. 

iva  the  honor  of  remonstrating  to  your  Excellency  that  since 

ture  of  W"  Turnbull,  Esq'',  merchant  of  this  City,  into 
ds  &  to  whose  care  the  immediate  negotiation  &  manage- 
df  all  affairs  respecting  the  service  of  the  marine  of  his^  most 
ian  majesty  has  been  entrusted  by  me  with  the  approbation  of 
lieellency  the  minister  plenipotentiary,  the  said  amurs  are  be- 
sb  intricate  &  so  embarrassing,  that  I  cannot  proceed  therein 
aft  Exposing  those  very  important  oonoema  to  utter  confusion^ 

16» 


86$  PENNSTLYANIA  ARCHIYES  1780. 

&  perhaps  to  somo  fatal  cousequcnces :  all  settlements  of  aceooste 
are  at  a  stop ;  the  sale  of  my  Bills  on  franoe  is  committed  to  tbe 
care  of  persons  much  less  capable  of  transacting  business  of  this  con- 
sequence, &  on  wh^e  prudence  I  cannot  place  sufficient  coofidenee 
&  lleliance  ;  it  is  for  these  reasons,  though  I  applaud  to  M'  Ton- 
bull's  Zeal  for  the  welfare  of  his  country,  &  mast  acknowledge  thtt 
his  obligations  to  the  public  were  previous  to  those  contracted  ob 
behalf  of  the  service  of  his  majesty,  yet  I  think  myself  bonod  t» 
request  the  interference  of  your  Excellency  &  the  Supreme  Ezeo- 
tiYo  Council,  in  order  that  this  Gentleman  may  be  recalled  to  i  sti- 
tion  where  his  activity  &  intelligence  will  be  much  more  usefdl  to 
y*  General  cause  &  the  public  of  america  than  his  personal  Exertions 
in  the  american  Army ;  the  more  So  as  it  may  be  the  case  that  I 
shall  be  called  upon  to  attend  personally  to  his  majesty's  naval  fcreei 
when  arrived  on  the  Shores  of  this  continent. 

I  trust  your  Excellency  &  Council  will  condescend  to  excuse  tkia 
application,  &  will  vouchsafe  to  take  the  measures  which  miy  be 
necessary  to  procure  me  a  speedy  relief,  ft  which  I  cannot  but  beg 
leave  to  commit  to  their  Judgment,  Prudence  ft  benevolenoe. 

I  Bcmain  with  Bespect, 

Sir,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  ft  very 

humble  gervant| 

HOLKEH* 
His  Excellency  J^  Reed,  Esq^,  Pros*'  of  the  State. 


MoNS.  HoLEER  TO  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y  26»  June,  1780. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfiiction  that  I  acknowledge  the  reeap* 
of  the  letter  with  which  your  Excellency  honored  me  on  j*  23 
instant;  the  resolve  of  the  honorable  supreme  executive  coonei ^ 
respecting  French  Seamen  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the  suppor^ 
granted  to  his  majesty's  officers  in  the  Execution  of  their  duties.  I^ 
shall  readily  seize  every  opportunity  of  testifying  my  sense  thereof 
and  of  the  attention  with  which  your  Excellency  has  ailways  beeS^ 
pleased  to  favor  my  remonstrances  to  this  purpose. 

The  day  after  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you,  ur,  th^ 
objections  made  to  the  state  money  by  the  inhabitants  of  Lanciite^ 
County  to  mr.  Slough,  who  appears  by  all  I  can  learn  to  have  exerted 
himself  to  the  best  of  his  abilities  in  order  to  give  it  curreooji  p^ 
vrho's  success  in  procuring  the  important  articles  entrusted  to  hi^ 

*  Btt  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XJT.,  p.  442. 
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em  woold  have  boen  folly  Effcetaal,  ooald  ho  faaye  been  able  to 
iMiblkh  this  desirable  objeot,  I  directed  the  remaiDder  of  the  moDej 
Mhaod  to  be  forwarded  to  him,  iDformiog  him  that  I  had  no  other 
NMuee  for  the  present  in  addition  to  the  small  qaantity  of  oonti« 
latil  k  hard  money,  which  was  sent  at  the  same  time,  he  was  in- 
hteed  of  all  the  steps  that  had  been  taken  in  order  to  ensure  the 
DfaiihtioD  of  the  said  state  money,  every  additional  and  desirable 
IMrity  was  offered  to  promote  it,  &  he  was  warned,  that  if  it  did 
Nt  Weome  current,  we  should  probably  fall  into  an  Embarrassing 
filoQiia  which  might  have  some  very  fatal  consequences. 

I  however  expect  soon  to  hear  from  mr.  Slough,  &  in  consequence 
c(  jov  Excellency's  observations  if  necessary,  I  shall  direct  him  to 
mud  here  immediately  all  the  monies  he  may  have  by  him  un- 
ifpropriated,  in  case  he  has  not  a  fair  prospect  of  Employing  it 
wtkwitb,  &  I  shall  have  the  same  reposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
AttlKKr  of  the  sute. 

I  ibiU  not  fail  communicating  to  his  Excellency  the  minister 
{kupotentiary  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to  him. 

I  Kenuin  with  due  Consideration, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  ft 

very  humble  servant, 

HOLKER.* 

-Direcfee/, 
Bis  Excellency  Joseph  Reed. 


Pres.  Bbed  to  Nicholas  Lutz,  1780. 
Bir, 

h  Answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  21st  Inst.  rccd.  inform  you  that 
U0  Flesh  purchased  on  this  Occasion  is  by  no  Means  to  be  con- 
^ffi^bA  u  a  Part  of  the  supplies  called  for  from  this  State,  &  which 
^  Commissry.  cannot  purchase.  The  special  Exigence  of  the 
"VJ  occasioned  a  special  Exertion  &  we  cannot  consent  to  bavo 
^J  Part  of  it  diverted  to  any  other  Purpose.  If  the  Gommissy.  of 
*^ng  is  disposed  to  purchase  any  of  the  Cattle  or  Sheep  on  Hand 
^^liieh  it  may  not  be  worth  while  to  drive  down  vou  may  let  him 
**i  them  in  Preference  to  any  other  Purchaser,  but  it  is  not  our 
^Wnt  to  have  our  Commissioners  considered  as  purchasing  Commis- 
^fbr  the  Posts  in  the  County.  Nor  aire  you  on  any  Occasion  to 
'iter  the  issuing  Commissary  any  Article  purchased  by  you  except 

Our  special  Direction. 

^on  will  now  have  your  whole  attention  engaged  in  the  Purchase 
^lour  ft  short  Forage,  &  in  which  I  most  earnestly  request  you  to 
^k  yourself.    Tho  season  of  the  Tear,  ft  the  supply  already  pro- 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  402. 


I  am*  Sir,  Yoon. 


June  26, 1780. 


Prbs.  Reed  xo  Chevalier  db  la  Luzebnb,  1 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Hoooar  of  incloBing  jour  Exeelk  a  Paafporfei 
ory  West,  the  Englbh  Prisoner  referred  to  in  your  Ezoell 
of  yesterday.  As  we  find  many  inconveniences  in  permittio 
Priioners  to  continue  in  this  City,  I  beg  Leave  to  express  n 
that  he  would  not  remain  here  longer  than  is  absolutely  ne 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect  &  Regard, 

Sir,  Yo«r  Excell"  most 

obed.  &  veiy  JBbU.  S 
June  27, 1780. 


Sir, 


GoL.  Jacob  Moboait  to  Majob  Edv.  Scull,  1 

Beading,  27th  Jima;' 


Inclosed  we  send  vou  the  Muster  Roll  of  the  Men  thai' 


you  tne  jnuscer 

1     .  T\t    •!        Ill* 


>t    r\. 
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Col.  Jacob  Mobgak  to  Pbes.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Beading,  27th  Jane,  1780. 
»f 

I  lent  to  Phila*  jeaterday  under  the  Command  of  Major  Ed' 
Snll  ^tij  two  VoluDteora  raised  in  the  Coanty  of  Berks,  together 
tiik  a  Muter  Boll  and  Certified  Copies  of  their  Inlistments,  being 
til  that  we  could  get  ready,  we  oould  not  set  them  attested  without 
Ion  of  time,  the  remainder  I  expect  will  be  got  ready  to  march  by 
Moiday  next. 

I  am  Sir 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  Hum.  Ser^ 

JACOB  MOBOAN,  L.  B.  C. 

P.  8.  The  Men  we  sent  down  have  all  been  paid  their  full 
owuiij  for  Inlisting. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Eeed,  Esq',  President  for  the  Supreme 
beentiye  Council  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Sam.  Hunter  to  Pbes.  Bebd,  1780. 

g.  Sunbury,  27**  June,  1780. 

Sir, 

,  Toar  favour  Dated  this  month  withe  Commissions  for  the  Vol- 
>otier  Company  of  this  County,  came  safe  to  hand,  I  have  filled  up 
tte  Captainsey  for  John  Dougherty  but  no  other  Officers  as  yet,  as 
^  hive  only  twenty  five  men  that  dan  be  Baised  agreeable  to  the 
l0tt  act  pass'd  for  Each  Company  to  fiud  two  men,  those  men  I  have 
^  doty,  as  no  Others  has  Arrived  from  any  of  the  interiour  Countys 
^Reinforce  us,  so  that  we  are  Obliged  to  do  all  we  can  for  our  own 
'Wrration,  and  indeed  the  People  of  this  County  has  behoaved  on 
^tt  Occasion  as  well  as  many  others  with  spirit,  suppose  they  are 
jery  much  Bcduced  Boath  in  numbers  and  otherwise,  yet  they  still 
l^p  out  scouting  Partys  on  the  Frontiers  and  sometimes  is  joined 
^•ome  of  Col*  Weltner's  Bcgimcnt. 

Tbere  has  been  several  partys  has  made  Attempts  to  get  Scalps  or 
^HiOQers  Agreeable  to  the  Proclamation  but  has  Beturned  without 
^iiooess  in  that  ivay,  suppose  they  discovered  several  Indian  tracts 
^Qt  could  not  make  out  which  way  they  were  bound,  there  has  been 
^murders  Commited  siuce  y*  12th  Ins^  that  there  was  one  man 
filled  and  his  son  taken  Prisoner  about  seven  miles  from  this  on  the 
lading  Road,  the  same  day  there  was  an  Indian  man  came  to  the 
^^i  wl^re  one  Thomas  Bowyer  and  some  of  his  family  was  Working 


DroagDV  Dim  lo  me^  woome  i  oraerea  inui  uoai  wnere  ae  j 
till  l«at  fridaj,  that  Col>  Hathew  Smith  took  him  down  to  I 
aod  from  thence  to  be  sent  to  CouDcil.  We  had  him  J 
here  by  an  interpreter  but  give  us  very  little  SafctisftuitioD 
he  is  of  the  Tuscorora  tribe  but  talks  the  Mohawk  toogw 
says  he  was  not  with  the  party  that  had  doAe  the  ma 
moruing,  nor  did  not  intend  doing  any  harm  to  the  Whili 
but  wanted  to  eome  and  deliver  himself  up.  Bowyers  has  i 
certificate  from  me  to  intitle  him  to  the  Reward  Offered  fbr 
agreeable  to  the  Proclamation,  I  told  him  I  could  uot  ' 
Propriety  give  him  that,  but  would  Refer  him  to  Council  ] 
the  manner  he  took  him,  which  I  have  mentioned  above. 

When  those  Volintiers  comes  to  this  Gountv,  I  am  afrai 
be  scarce  of  Provisions  as  there  is  but  little  here  in  store, 
Very  little  of  any  kind  can  be  had  to  Purchase  in  this  Co 
Harvest  is  now  aproaching  and  the  inhabitants  is  gcting  af 
has  been  the  time  this  two  years  past  that  Indians  came 
large  partjs  on  our  Frontiers,  and  if  the  Indians  begins  t 
from  the  Expedition  they  intended  Carrying  on  agai 
Schuylar,  I  am  afraid  we  shall  have  them  here  this  Harveit 

We  are  Scarce  of  Ammunition  in  this  County  as  that ; 
mention  of  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  24<^  of  April*  last 
come  to  hand  so  that  I  am  ^  little  Aprehensive  it  haa  I 
carryed,  I  have  Wrote  to  Cap^  Ilambright  on  this  Sob 
Daniel  Rees  who  has  promised  to  forward  whatever  An 
will  be  sent  at  this  time  for  the  Militia  of  this  County. 

I  am  Sir  with  Great  Esteem 

your  Ezoellency's  most  Obed^ 

&  very  HumV  Serv^ 
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Col.  Philip  Mabstbller  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Lebanon,  June  28*^  1780. 

Immediately  on  Receiying  jonr  Ezcellenoies  last  favor  I  Coas'd 
pQrehtsing  any  more  Cattle,  bat  having  bad  40  purchased  before 
Jo«r  Order  oame  to  band  I  have  now  sent  them  by  the  bearer  M' 
Weiier — ^I  have  procared  them  Reasonable  and  with  Consent  of  the 
OwBen,  the  whole  40  with  all  the  Expence  and  Charges  to  the 
HoQT of  driving  them  as  far  Philad*  comes  to  £1 4.330.2.6,  Avaraging 
tk£358.  5.  0}  each,  and  shall  transmit  a  Regular  Act  of  the  whole 
pnoeediues  to  the  Hon'  Council  by  the  first  opportunity  offering ; 
■ore  Catue  may  be  had  should  they  be  wanted. 

Should  my  farther  Services  be  wanted  your  Excellency  will  plea^ 
to  Command. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  Subscribe  myself 

your  Excellencies  most  Ob'* 

and  Very  Hum"*  Serv* 

P.  MARSTELLER. 

P.  8.    How  Fares  oar  Army  7 
Jo*  Beed,  Esq',  Presd*. 


Pbes.  Beed  to  Michael  Rtak,  1780. 


Ai  year  office  was  erected  in  Aid  of  the  Lieutenancy  &  is  not 
*<itiood  in  the  Law  on  which  the  Militia  is  framed,  it  will  bo  best 
'<v  joQ,  on  all  Occasions,  to  make  Use  of  his  Authority  to  draw  out 
^  Troops  or  to  carry  any  other  Measure  into  Effect  which  may 
^b  jonr  Office  useful  &  efficacious.  As  the  Matter  is  misUnder- 
■^  I  think  any  Inspection  had  better  be  deferred  for  a  few  Days, 
^  theo,  in  Concert  with  the  Lieutenants  &  Colonels,  you  may  be 
^ble  to  fix  on  some  Plan  which  will  not  meet  with  Difficulties. 

I  am,  Sir,  Tour  most  Obed't 

&  very  H'bble  Servt. 


/ii(?orfc(f^— Jane  28,  '80. 
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BoBBRT  Morris  to  Pres.  Bred,  1780. 

Philada.,  Jane  28tli|  11 
Gent", 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  joa  that  350  Moakete  are  ani 
Baltimore  from  Cape  Francois,  in  the  Brig  Hawke^  Cap.  Tajlc 
of  which  are  for  the  state  of  Pensjivania,  &  }d  for  Marylandi 
part  of  1500  Muskets  shipped  by  Mr.  John  Boss,  in  1776  or 
for  this  Port ;  that  is^  1000  were  intended  for  Pennsa.  t  & 
Maryland,  they  were  put  in  different  Boxes,  &  properly  mail 
distinguished  from  each  other,  but  the  ship  being  blown  oi 
Coast  put  into  Cape  Francois,  landed  her  Cargo  &  returned  to  F 
I  have  constantly  been  endeavouring  to  get  these  &  other  trtb 
her  Cargo  brought  here,  but  it  is  only  now  and  then  a  VeaMl 
tffke  any  of  them  in,  as  they  make  better  fre*'  with  West  India 
modities.  This  Brig's  Freight  is  33id  ^  C  on  the  valoa^  < 
third  of  the  Muskets,  284  of  these  MusKets  shall  be  deHvei 
your  order  in  Bait*,  but  your  Honours  will  please  to  give  oidi 
payment  of  the  freight  in  Money  or  Muskets,  at  your  option ; 
former  they  must  be  valued,  or  if  more  agreeable,  I  will  pi 
freight,  order  them  here  to  your  armory  &  pay  all  charges  oi 
agreeing  to  reimburse  me  when  the  business  is  oompleated. 
yery  respectfully  jour  Excellency's  &  their  Honours  moti  i 
Serv't 

BOBT.  MOBB 

P.  S.  The  Boxes  in  which  they  were  originally  shipped 
broke  in  landing  &  storing  at  Cape  Francois,  which  rendered 
possible  to  distinguish  which  were  the  Pensylv*  or  Maryland 
kets,  for  which  reason  I  have  constantly,  as  they  arrived,  d 
them  as  now  proposed ;  two  parcells  have  already  been  deliva 
this  way,  &  this  State  has  received       814  Muskets  &  800  Lo 

167      do. 
&  now,  234      do. 

715  part  of  1000  ship] 

Directed^ 
His  Exc'y,  The  President^  &  their  Honours,  the  Council  of 
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^Ue  to  hftTS  the  Amu  brought  hither  nnder  joar  Order,  & 
^fore  acoept  the  Offisr  yoa  have  obUgingly  made  in  this  Keapeot. 
^ethall  efaearfallj  reimburse  all  Expenses  &  Charges  which  may 
teod  the  fkrther  Progress  of  the  Matter  whenever  presented.  In 
•  jveient  State  of  our  Armouiy  it  will  be  more  convenient  to  pay 
B  Aeight  in  3Ioney  agreeable  to  a  Valuation. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 


Okhl.  Geo.  Washington  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Ilamapaugh,  29th  June,  1780. 

»Bir, 

[  have  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  request  sent  Col*  Johnson 
k  Ira  Offioen  from  the  line  to  take  charge  of  and  forward  the 
TNI  to  the  army.  I  make  no  doubt  but  they  will  meet  with  all 
■hie  astiBtance  from  Your  Exoellency  and  the  Council  in  procur- 
l  neh  equipments  as  are  necessary  for  the  men  previous  to  their 

I  am  with  the  greatest  respect 

and  regard,  Your  Excellency's 
most  obe't  servant, 

G*  WASHINGTON. 
&  Excelleney  Joseph  Beed,  Esq'. 


John  Mason  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia. 

'VPI^SM  Your  Excelency, 

fri  Being  Oppressed  by  a  Late  Law,  wich  Causes  Great  murmer'g 
^iigyour  faithfnll  militia  men  ^and  Offercers — we  are  very  Un- 
l^iy  Taz'd,  therefore  very  Unjust;  in  front  Street  their  are 
■I'd  Ten  Shillings  in  the  hundred ;  in  Second  Street  20  Shilling : 
'Aiid40  ShiU'g;  in  fourth  Street  50  Shill'g;  in  fivcth  Street  50 
>i  three  pound  in  the  hundred,  wich  is  a  Great  deal  more  than  we 
"^b  the  45  million,  an  if  your  Excellency '^Ear  is  open  to  our  Com« 
^ty  Give  us  Leave  to  say  we  think,  that  the  Sub  Licuts  ought  to 
}  brought  to  a  Kiged  acct.  for  the  vast  sum  in  their  hands. — for 
^■Unce— the  money  Collected  when  Exchange  at  20— &80 — and  if 
^  pud  in  at  60 — Leaves  a  vast  ballance  in  their  hands — further 
^j  now  due  for  non-assosiaters,  in  our  sauare  45000  Dollars 
^jor  Carr  amounts  to  a  vast  sum  with  BUDknission  wo  think— 


To  hlfl  Exoellency  Joseph  Beed  Esqr. 


Oenl.  Arthur  St.  Glair  to  Prss.  Bbd^  ! 

Gamp  at  Bamapoagh,  Jane  29ti 
Sir, 

I  received  a  Letter  from  Golonell  Nicola  some  time  ago, 
a  Request  of  the  Goanoil  that  some  Officers  might  be  eei 
take  the  Gharge  of,  and  convey  to  Gamp,  a  Party  of  Ba 
were  then  In  Town.  We  have  been  so  constantly  emploj 
motion  since,  that  I  could  not  sooner  atend  it ;  but  as  I  ai 
that  the  Number  is  greatly  encreased,  and  that  you  wish  i 
officer  to  superintend  the  Business;  Golonel  Johnston, 
deliver  this,  is  sent  for  that  purpose,  with  two  officen 
Brigade.  These,  I  presume,  will  be  sufficient,  but  ab 
found  that  more  are  necessary,  they  shall  be  sent  likewiaei 
Nicola  seems  to  be  in  doubt  whether  the  Recruits  should 
and  equipped  in  Town  or  here.  I  do  most  heartily  wish 
done  in  Town,  both  because  I  believe  it  will  be  difficnit 
that  they  will  be  got  on  with  more  Ease  and  less  Dangei 
tion. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

A.  St.  ( 

Golonel  Ghambers  has  just  applied  to  me  about  a  Conn 
a  Mr.  John  MoMurtrie,  whom  he  appointed  an  Ensign  h 
ment.  in  Gonsequence,  he  says,  of  his  bavins  been  appro 
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Pbxs.  07  Congress  to  Pres.  Beeb,  1780. 

Pbiladelphio;  June  29,  1780. 

ugent  necessity  of  drawing  into  the  public  Treasury,  the 
Duma  of  dollara  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  the  19*^  May*  was  so 
dinted  ont,  that  Congress  exceedingly  regret  the  failure  of 
lensary  supply— the  conjuncture  is  already  arrived  when  it  is 
I  anential  not  only  to  the  operations  of  this  Campaign^  but  to 
7  existence  of  the  army. 

pcH  therefore  can  no  longer  delay  reiterating  the  most 
saate  solicitations,  that  the  proportions  of  each  of  the  States 
wded  immediately — For  this  purpose  they  have  dispatched 
il  messenger,  &  they  trust  he  will  not  meet  with  disappoint- 
A  further  sum  must  also  be  speedily  had  or  it  will  be  impos- 
r  the  Operations  to  proceed,  Congress  have  therefore  drawn 
w  States  for  the  remainder  of  their  quotas  to  the  first  of 
hit  inclusive,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  conjure  the  several 
if  they  should  still  be  unprepared,  that  they  will  at  all  events 
i  their  arrears  to  the  period  last  mentioned  to  the  Continental 
J  within  thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  warrants. 
monthly  estimates  of  money  hertofore  made  were  but  barely 
it  at  that  time,  their  value  has  since  greatly  diminished  k 
ment  has  been  delayed  long  after  it  became  due.  These 
ikanoes  have  already  involved  our  affairs  in  much  perplexity 
a  to  expedients  which  nothing  but  the  last  necessity  could 
Permanency  and  arrangement  in  the  public  finances  must 
f  hazard  bo  introduced  &  supported.  In  this  view  Congress 
n  with  the  most  earnest  solicitude  press  on  the  several  States 
sasity  of  vigorous  &  decisive  measures  for  conveying  into  full 
idiate  execution  their  resolutions  of  the  18*^  of  March  last. 
iig  which  at  the  same  time  that  it  places  public  credit  on  the 
mn»  will  in  the  course  of  the  year  give  all  the  relief  that 
oasibly  result  from  a  further  emission  equal  to  the  whole  that 
la  eireulation.  These  resolutions  Congress  are  persuaded  are 
my  better  understood  and  that  upon  giving  them  ttoair  full 
ny  much  depends  the  final  establishment  of  our  Liberties. 

winecessary  that  Congress  should  suggest  to  the  several 
lie  expediency  of  providing  by  Loans  against  any  deficiency 
ay  have  reason  to  apprehend  from  their  taxes. 
U&k  bills  for  the  several  States  will  be  forwarded  as  fast  as 
ts  of  their  Assemblies  providing  funds  for  them  are  trans* 
to  Congress. 

By  Order  of  Congress, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Ki|— His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  page  226. 
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B.ESOLUTION   OF   CONGRESS,   1780. 

Id  Congress,  Judo  29** 
Ordered, 

That  warrants  be  drawn  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer  of  tl 
States  on  the  treasurers  of  the  several  States  from  New  E 
to  Maryland  inclusive  for  the  respective  proportions  of  the  t 
dullars  specially  called  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the  19** 
and  that  expresses  be  despatched  with  the  same  aecompai 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the  ezecativa 
the  said  States. 

That  warrants  be  also  drawn  in  favor  of  the  treaavn 
United  States  on  the  treasurers  of  the  several  States  tb 
tioned  for  the  remainder  of  their  quotas  of  assessment  due 
of  March  last  inclusive  and  sent  by  the  same  expresses. 

Extract  from  the  minute^ 
CHA.  THOMSOH 


CoIm  Lswis  Nicola  to  Pbes.  Bbed,  1780 

Oentlemen, 

I  had  the  honour  of  acquainting  you  last  monday  of  i 
Volonteers  I  had  sent  off  the  evening  before,  also  that  'i 
those  ordered  had  not  attended,  nor  have  they  ainee  n 
appearance. 

At  roll  calling  yesterday  morning  I  found  35  ready  i 
them  to  attend  ready  to  march  at  4  in  the  afternoon,  at  wi 
only  17  appeared  which  were  immediate  embarked  &  m 
the  care  of  a  Serj'  of  the  Invalid  reg*  to  Lt.  Iloneymaa  at 
of  the  defaulters  none  were  at  roll  calling  last  night  &  on 
morning. 

Yesterday  60  from  Berks  county  and  this  morning  2  moi 
they  are  now  at  Mr.  Millers  and  I  propose,  if  possible,  aend 
off  this  afternoon  with  as  many  more  as  shall  then  be  read; 
obieoted  to  one  of  these  men  because  he  was  formerlv  in  tl 
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Qm.  WASHnraTOir  to  Prbs.  Rsbd,  1780. 

(Gironlar.) 
Head  Qaarteniy  Bammaptagh,  80tb  Jane,  1780. 


Ae  levies  reqaired  of  the  States  for  filling  their  battalions 
■olTet  joined  the  army  or  the  French  fleet  arrived,  I  beg  leave 
im  joa  that  it  will  be  unneoessarj  for  the  militia,  which  the 
nhb  the  committee  of  Congress  were  pleased  to  call  for  on  a 
lAMODy  to  be  at  the  plaoe  appointed  for  their  rendesvons  before 
M  of  next  month.  By  this  time  I  woold  willingly  hope  that 
I  will  be  in  snoh  a  train  as  to  enable  as  to  commence  oar  ope- 
m,  and  to  make  their  aid  essential.  The  present  crisis  is  by  far 
mi  important  and  delicate  that  this  country  has  ever  ezpe- 
idy  and  it  pains  me  in  the  extreme,  that  we  are  so  backward  in 
V  Beaaores.  I  hope  a  moment  will  not  be  lost  in  pushing  on 
•vies  to  fill  the  battalions.  Our  allies  would  bo  chagrined 
they  to  arrive  to-day,  to  find  that  we  have  but  a  handful  of 
la  the  field,  and  woold  doubt  it  is  more  than  probable  whether 
d  serious  intentions  to  prosecute  measures  with  vi^or.  If  we 
ot  avail  ourselves  of  their  succour  by  the  most  decisive  and 
letio  steps  on  our  part,  the  aid  they  so  generously  bring  may 
t  ov  ruin,  and  at  best  it  will  be  in  such  case  among  the  most 
tnnate  events  next  to  that  of  absolute  ruin,  that  could  have 
Isn  OS.  I  think  it  my  duty,  as  often  as  I  have  the  honor  of 
■ing  the  States,  to  forewarn  them  that  the  completion  of  their 
Boas  to  their  full  complement  of  five  hundred  and  four  rank 
la  18  a  measure  of  indispensable  necessity  to  the  intended  co- 
itioD,  and  that  without  it  we  cannot  even  attempt  any  thing 

bve  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteomi 
yoor  Excellency's 

most  ob*  serv*, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 

liiEzeellency  Governor  Reed,  Esq'. 


By  a  letter  I  rec*  last  night  from  Gap*  MeElhai 
informed  5  of  the  Volenteers  who  had  perroiflnOD  to  i 
eondition  of  repairing  immediately  to  Trenton  hid  j 
several  of  the  men  mentioned  in  my  former  reports  to  t 
have  not  yet  returned,  Col.  Goats  informs  me  he  has  t& 
lieve  several  have  gone  to  Trenton,  if  so  the  men  will  not 
the  book  will  be  incompleat  as  some  were  not  sworn  or  n 
Gap*  McElhatton,  to  whom  I  have  given  direoUonS|  • 
Trenton  the  twenty-seventh  Inst. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect|  Gsntl 

your  most  obed*  Serv', 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  ( 

30  June,  1780. 

Directed, 
To  his  Ezcellenoy  the  President  &  Hon^  Executive  Cm 


Col.  Brodhsad  to  Phes.  Reed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt^  June  SOtl 

Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  I 
received  from  the  llcverend  Mr.  Orube,  No.  1,  likewia 
of  the  invoice  of  Stores  forwarded  for  my  Reg*  and  m 
Stores  received.  By  the  first  you  will  see  what  impn 
made  of  your  proclamation  and  by  Comparing  the  2nd  & 
vast  deficicncv  in  the  Stores.     I  have  not  as  vet  heart 
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Bndj  find  ai  the  Indians  he  bad  only  three  men  with  him,  &  bat 
two  nranda  of  powder.  He  wae  out  thirty  two  Days,  six  of  which 
W  WIS  qaite  destitute  of  ProTisions  of  any  kind,  bat  ho  has  brought 
Ui  ptrty  safe  to  this  plaoe.  Captain  Lieu'  Brad}''s  Zeal  persercreace 
ft  good  Gonduot  certainly  entitles  him  to  promotion,  there  has  been 
ineuiey  for  him  ever  since  the  Death  of  Captain  Dawson,  which 
kppeoed  in  last  September,  and  I  must  beg  leave  to  reccommend 
n  to  the  Hon'Ue  Ezeoutive  Counoil  as  an  officer  of  merit. 

lam  infonned  that  an  Expedition  is  carrying  on  from  Detroit 

ifunst  the   new  Settlement  at  Kentucke.     The  Lieat^  of  that 

(maty  applied  to  me  for  assistanoe,  bat  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 

oonply  with  his  request.     I  have  only  one  months  Provisions  for 

■y  IVoops,  and  how  to  obtain  another,  I  caAnot  devise,  unless  by 

fm,  Ibr  publick  money  or  Credit  cannot  be  found  in  this  Depart- 

MBt    I  have  wrote  to  the  Hon'ble  Board  of  War  for  Instructions 

M  this  pointy  but  when  I  shall  receive  an  answer  is  doubtful. 

«   A  Report  prevails  that  Charlestown  &  our  Garrison  are  in  the 

HukU  of  the  Enemy,  I  hope  there  is  no  truth  in  it,  but  bad  news 

a  BeMom  fetlse. 

I  beg  you  to  present  my  respectfuU  Compt*  to  Colo.  Bayard,  and 

MieTe  me  to  be  your  Excellencies  sincere  & 

H'ble  Servant 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

P.  8. 

The  officers  of  my  Reg*  are  very  anxious  to  know  when  they  are 
to  eipeot  their  promotion.  They  have  been  informed  that  other 
fifteen  of  our  line  have  received  promotion  respectively. 

ToHisExceiry  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'. 


Pb£8.  Bbbd  to  Wm.  Scott,  1780. 

7 oar  Letter  of  the  20th  June*  was  duly  received.  We  would  have 
J^  carefully  distinguish  between  your  Office  as  Commissioner  of 
^'■tehtses  under  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  28  March,  &  an 
^Ppoiatment  under  the  late  Act  passed  Ist  June.  The  latter  was  a 
^ittake  of  our  Clerks,  as  we  did  not  intend  to  have  any  Cattle  or 
°^^  purchased  beyond  the  Susquehanna,  these  Counties  being  too 
I^Mite  to  give  a  proper  or  speedy  Supply  to  the  main  Army  in 
^^*trMa  You  will  therefore  stop  immediately  in  your  Purchases  of 
^••h,  &  dispose  of  what  you  have  procured  to  the  best  advantage  j 
^  Loss,  if  any,  we  must  be  content  to  bear.  We  must  beg  you 
^^^  attend  to  the  Law,  &  not  permit  any  Orders  to  come  down  to 

*  See  page  866. 
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U8,  but  when  Persoos  have  procured  Cattle  by  their  Credifc  ft  IbAmmi^ 
or  Advance  of  Money,  ft  by  no  meaDS  to  draw  Orders  in  Civovrf 
Persons  who  were  Owners  of  the  Cattle.  The  BeadineM  whieb  tki 
Commissioners  have  shown  in  giving  Draughts  upon  us,  hu  gmtlj 
distressed  &  embarass'd  us,  ft  the  more  so  as  many  Gounties,  joon 
in  particular,  are  extremely  deficient  in  Taxes. — ^Flour  ft  Fongsvi 
must  request  you  to  procure  as  fast  ft  as  soon  as  possible.  Wa  bop 
you  will  be  able  to  get  rid  of  the  Cattle  ft  Sheep  with  little  hm,k 
in  that  Case  you  will  be  able  to  reimburse  the  Sellers,  at  least  in  giett 
Part.  The  State  Money  passes  current  here,  ft  will  do  so  eiwy 
where.  You  will  please  to  inform  us  from  Time  to  Time  how  jw 
proceed  in  the  Purchases  of  Flour  ft  Forage. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbbl.  Servt 


I 


Wm.  Hbnrt  to  Pbbs.  Beep,  1780. 

Lancaster,  July  the  3',  1780. 
Sir, 

In  a  Letter  from  Col*  Atlee,  of  the  1"*  InstS  I  have  the  following 
Paragraph  from  your  Exoellency's  of  the  22'  Ult* : 

"  The  Deficiencies  of  Lancaster  County  in  the  Taxes  is  beoonw  * 
most  serious  Consideration.  The  Treasurer  informs  us  that  only 
Three  Townships  have  paid  off  their  Fifteen  Million  Taxes,  whil^ 
the  Counties  here  which  have  been  invaded,  distressed  ft  plundercdf 
have  paid  off  their  Fifteen  Million,  their  Forty  Five,  and  Three  of  their 
Monthly  Taxes.  Is  not  this  melancholy?*' — ^I  am  sorry  M'  Ritten* 
house  has  not  understood  my  last  Letter  to  him  on  that  Sabjact, 
though  perhaps  the  Fault  may  be  my  own ;  be  that  as  it  may,  the 
Fact  is,  that  the  whole  of  the  First  Tax  for  1779,  except  a  BalUnee 
in  the  Hands  of  Three  of  the  Collectors  (who  are  sued)  is  paid  into 
my  Hands;  and  I  have  paid  at  Sundry  Times  ab*  £163,000  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  by  his  Order,  ftc* ;  and  have  Orders  of  Congress  Ut 
more  than  the  Amount  of  the  First  Tax  ;  at  the  Time  I  wrote  to  tba 
State  Treasurer  there  were  but  Three  Townships  who  had  made  thdf 
first  Payments  on  the  second  Tax  for  1779,  Since  which  Tbns 
others  have  made  each  a  small  Payment ;  But  there  lays  an  orders' 
the  Treasurer  in  Favour  of  Col"  Blaine  for  150,000,  in  the  hands  af 
M'  Slough,  80,000  of  which  I  have  discharged.  I  was  obliged  ts 
lend  Col.  Atlce  £1,500  to  forward  the  Pennsylvania  Volontaei^ 
except  which  1  have  not  lent  or  laid  out  any  Monies,  either  in  Trade  or 
otherways,  belonging  to  the  publick.  I  beg  Leave  to  observe,  tbst 
there  seems  to  be  more  expected  from  Lancaster  County  than  w^ 
in  our  Power  to  perform.  The  Act  Levying  the  second  Tax  ft^ 
1779,  was  made  in  November  last,  and  tlio  Laws  were  not  sent  op 


PBVNBTLYANIA  ABCHIYES  1780.  881 

B  Janwry.  To  mj  Knowledge  the  GommisBioDera  began  to  lay 
ki  IWz  bj  the  Aot  publiahed  in  the  Ncws-imper,  and  as  they 
MTed  Instmction  from  Council  whioh  differed  from  the  Method 
Nj  had  pursued,  were  obliged  to  Order  the  Returns  to  bo  made 
A  aiain.  The  Weather  then  set  in  so  severe  that  there  was  no 
rifelung  till  April.  The  Taxes  were  laid  as  soon  as  the  Returns 
■Id  be  got  in ;  and  the  Appeals  were  held  in  May  and  Collcetors 
iMBted. 

That  Philadelphia  City  &  County  Taxes  are  so  far  forward  is  no 
hriliB  their  Board  of  Commissioners,  as  the  Snow  was  not  a  fourth 
M  of  the  Depth  there  that  it  was  hero ;  besides,  there  is  little 
SiBalty  in  procuring  Assessors,  Appraisers  &  Collectors  in  Phila- 
li^hia  City  &  County,  Ac*,  to  what  there  is  here  where  there  are  few 
Mfle  in  many  of  the  Townships  but  such  as  are  disaffected.  I 
wfB,  SIti  you  will  do  me  the  Justice  to  believe  that  I  have  done,  & 
m  dmng,  all  that  is  in  my  Power  to  forward  the  Collecting  the 
hiM.  The  large  Sums  owing  by  the  Quarter  Masters  &  Coro- 
HMiys  of  Purchases,  ^c",  will  very  much  lessen  the  Sum  of  Money 
iqaetad  from  the  Taxes  of  this  County. 

I  am^  with  duo  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  most  hum.  Scrv*, 

WILLIAM  HENRT,  C.  T. 

Hii  Excellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


6kn.  Nath.  Greene  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Camp,  Precaness,  3d  July,  1780. 

lUnesee,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  several  states  are  to  fur^ 
^  horses  for  the  use  of  the  army,  that  the  loss  of  public  property 
*31  be  intolerable,  unless  necessary  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
^  lam  therefore  to  request  your  Rxcellency  to  give  orders  that 
^  As  State  horses  which  arc  sent  from  Pennsylvania,  be  branded 
*4oDthe  near  shoulder  and  near  buttock,  with  the  letters  U.  S.  P."*" 
Wi  brand  will  serve  to  distinguish  them  from  Continental  and 
phite  property,  and  at  the  same  time  serve  to  show  which  State 
^  belong  to,  and  enable  us  to  return  to  each,  at  the  end  of  the 
'^ptign,  their  own  property.  In  an  army  where  there  are  such  a 
^tude  of  horses ;  where  there  are  such  a  mixture  of  public  and 
)^ivite  property ;  and  where  there  are  such  a  variety  of  characters 
'bovill  avail  themselves  of  every  opportunfty  given  them  to  impose 
|M  the  Continent,  the  loss  would  be  endless,  without  a  brand  to 
^■■ti&giiish  them.    If  there  is  no  brand  the  Country  people  will 

•  See  CoL  fteo.,  YoL  XIL,  p.  428. 
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also  think  tbemselTes  eDtitled  to  ererj  stray  they  find ;  imt  ea^ 
elaim  them  unless  there  is  some  particular  mark  to  know  them  hi 
I  am,  with  respeot,  Tour  ExoolleDoy's 
most  obedient.  Humble  Servant, 

NATH.  6UEENB,  Q.  M.  ft 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Reed. 


David  Davis  to  Pkes.  Rbed,  1780. 

Robeson  Township,  8d  Jnly,  17N:" 
Sir,  '  : 

I  have  purchased  Twenty  head  of  Beef  Cattle  and  seventy  Shef 
which  I  shall  be  ready  to  send  off  in  a  day  or  two  ;  but  the  laBM 
sibility  of  procuring  drivers  without  Cash  to  pay  them  &  oIm 
Necessary  expenses  of  collecting,  paying  for  pasture  on  their  w^ 
&e.f  lays  mo  under  the  Nectissity  of  requesting  you  will  be  so  oM 
ing  as  to  sond  mo  about  One  Thousand  Pounds,  in  order  to  eBip 
me  to  get  the  Cattle  sent  to  Camp. 

Salt  Beef  &  Bacon  is  so  exceeding  Scarce  in  my  district  ttsF 
have  not  been  able,  as  yet,  to  procure  more  than  two  himdii 
weight. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed't  Humble  Servant,     . 

DAVID  DAVIS,  Comii^. 
Direciedj 

Public  service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Saprea 
Executive  Council,  Philada. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Pkes.  Rbed,  1780. 

Tork,  July  4th,  1786. 
Sir, 

We  have  been  Procuring  and  Collecting  our  Volunteers  sod  Mi 
in  hopes  to  have  them  all  Ileady  as  soon  as  arms  can  be  had  to  sqti 
them.  I  have  engaged  a  Waggon,  which  is  to  set  off  on  to-mono 
or  next  day  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  fetch  such  arms  and  otk 
things  as  Council  may  think  proper;  with  which  we  expect  to  icoHi 
orders  where  to  send  the  men  for  service.  Captain  WaJn  (tbebevf 
hereof,)  will  wait  on  Council  and  can  inform  of  particulan  bl^ 
than  I  can  write  and  will  forward  any  orders  which  may  be  for  i|i 
The  number  of  Men  to  be  raised  here  will  amount  to  near  tf 
hundred  &  thirty. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's 

Obedient,  Humble  servt., 

WM.  SCOIT- 

Directedf 
To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Prcudent  in  Coquifil' 
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Movs.  DB  GoRinr  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Providenoe,  July  the  4th,  1780. 

n  informed  by  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Holker,  that  it  was  im- 
)  lo  make  the  oecesaary  Purobaflea  for  the  French  army,  with 
r  Paper  money  of  the  state  of  Ponn8ylvania ;  the  Reason 
I  Doubt,  is  that  the  Credit  thereof  is  not  yet  sufficiently 
hed.  I  have  therefore  requested  the  Ch-.Talier  Dc  La  Lucerne 
the  necessary  ateps  to  repa^  immediately  to  the  Treasurer  of 
te  the  ITUOO  Pounds  that  I  borrowed  through  his  mediation 
Latent  that  I  may  be  liberated  from  the  Engagement  into 
t  entered,  and  also  to  transmit  me  the  Deed  which  I  signed 
nquence  of  the  Loan. 

I  perswaded  no  Difficulty  in  the  Settlement  of  this  Matter 
ae^  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  Principles  by  which  the  public 
itration  of  the  United  States  is  actuated,  are  too  equitable  to 
be  Settlement  of  this  affair  Ttho  onI>'  object  of  which  was  to 
ite  in  the  Intention  of  ostublishin^  the  Credit  of  the  Paper 
)  to  be  iu  the  least  burdensome  to  lliA  moat  Chrititiun  Miijetity. 
not  therefore  the  least  apprehension  that  the  State  of  Penn- 
la,  will  desire,  this  Sum  to  be  replaced  m  specici  as  I  have 
m  able  to  make  any  use  of  it. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Respect  Sir, 

Yoor  Excellency's  Most  obedient, 

and  most  humble  servant 

dk  corny.* 

Kuellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esq. 


Pfliup  Marstelleu  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Lebanon,  July  4th,  1780. 

ir  l^zcellency's  Favour  of  the  2d  Instant  is  now  before  me,  and 
yself  extremely  happy  that  my  small  Service  hath  met  with 
•pprobation,  and  shall  always  think  it  a  pleasure,  when  in  my 
to  do  my  Country  a  piece  of  Service.  Your  Excellency  is 
i  to  Say  "  That  you  very  much  regret  that  the  state  of  mv 
k  will  not  admit  of  my  assisting  you  in  Flour  &  Forrage. ' 
^pression  of  your  Excellency's  induces  me  to  think,  that  you 
lot  given  full  attention  to  my  Letter  of  the  125tb  Junelast.f 
wdo  I  remember  that, I  have  this  while  past  hud  so  much 

It  SBBwer,  p.  41G.^Christian  name  illogiblt.  f  ^HP  '^* 
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reason  to  Complain  aa  formerly,  although  I  am  far  from  \ 
08  Ilarty  as  I  could  wish,  aod  aa  I  have  oftimea  in  a  Bieklj  ; 
Traoaaoted  the  Basiness  of  a  healthy  man,  I  still  flatter  mjw 
being  yet  of  some  service  in  time  of  need. 

I  believe  I  recollect  the  Circumstance  on  which  your  Ezoelk 
Expression  is  founded,  which  in  my  opinion  must  be  from 
following  Circumstance.  '*  Some  time  past  Mr.  Wirfz  the  ( 
**  missioner  for  this  County  pressed  me  to  assist  him  in  procuiili 
*^  Forrage  &c,  for  the  army,  he  said  thut  assistants  of  commonX 
'<  racter  were  not  adequate  to  the  Business,  that  it  woold  to 
**  Persons  of  the  first  Charraeter  to  go  through  with  it  and  thi 
''  wished  me  to  accept  of  the  hulf  of  the  County  that  wbi 
<<  would  be  the  pay  or  allowance  made  him  I  should  have,  and 
*'  he  would  have  no  part  of  the  pay  or  Commissions  on  the  Paa 
<<  ses  I  should  make." 

''  Upon  which  I  made  ans'.  That  his  offers  were  too  lldr 
"greater  than  I  would  offer  him  or  any  other  man.  Batd 
<<  could  not  accept  of  it  as  I  was  Sickly  and  intended  to  go  to 
"  Virginia  Springs  for  recovery  of  my  Health." 

This  was  formerly  my  Intention,  but  then  only  made  nae  of 
Genteel  ofcome  (not  wanting  to  give  offence)  for  who  shoaM 
sonably  suppose.  That  I,  who  have  Conducted  the  Busineas  d 
County  for  2^  years  past  with  some  Credit,  would  act  as  aa^ 
or  Partner  with  a  man  who  is  too  much  a  Stranger  to  the  Boi 
to  do  that  Service  that  is  expected  from  him.  And  I  am 
assured  that  neither  your  Excellency  if  properly  acquainted  wit 
both  nor  no  other  gentleman  would  wish  me  to  accept  of 
appointment  whatsoever  in  the  Gift  of  Mr.  Wirtz.  And  aa 
Wirtz  has  so  lately  been  at  Philad.  I  concluded  thut  the  aaaoi 
of  my  bad  state  of  Health  must  have  come  through  the  above  ic 
Circumstance. 

Finding  that  your  Excellency  is  much  Concerned  for  the  bcmi 
Support  of  our  army,  k  their  allies,  and  observing  a  seeming  E 
faction  in  the  Services  I  have  performed  at  your  request,  1 1 
myself  in  duty  Bound  to  offer  my  further  assistance  should  D 
sity  require  it,  nevertheless  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
Ilonbl.  Council  for  I  am  to  Jealous  of  the  Honor  of  being  calh 
man  of  Business,  to  Bestow  the  Credit  of  my  Labour  and  Indi 
upon  another  man.  As  to  the  State  money,  I  would  rather.! 
Clear  of  it  yet  a  while  and  act  the  dum  Spectator,  for  it  is  nip 
Vogue  in  this  part  of  the  Country  as  yet — ^But  Specie  would  h 
thing  to  do  Business  to  some  Purpose. 

As  to  the  News  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  Communioi 
humbly  thank  you^  and  am  glad  to  Hear  the  Enemy  have  Ul 
Borders. 

The  Spirit  and  Zeal  of  the  Ladies  of  your  City  is  very  C 
mcndable,  and  I  shall,  when  oppertifuity  Suits,  indeavor  to  ele 
(ho  Spirits  of  the  Female  Whigs  in  this  Neighbourhoodiaiidif  i 
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Ah,  tftlk  tbem  out  of  a  few  doien  of  Shirts,  for  the  Comfort  of  our 
bifv  fellows  at  Camp. 

■  Tow  EzoelleDCj  is  pleased  to  Acquaint  me,  that  the  State  money 
ii getting  into  a  ready  and  quick  Circulation,  and  that  joa  plainly 
M  it  will  go  in  spite  of  the  Ungenerous  Opposition  it  has  mot  with 
Am  the  Enemies  of  Oovemni^ 

h  which  Paragraph  I  beg  leave  to  reply,  That  tho  State  Money 
dhded  to  has  met  with,  and  still  may -meet  with,  Opposition  from 
tke best  Friends  of  Government  existing — for  upon  duo  Consideration, 
tin  Lo89  in  the  Cotl.  money  falls  wholly  upon  tho  Friends  of  Gov- 
mment,  and  the  Tory  Party  run  clear  of  the  Cost — ^The  Tory  rec' 
me  of  it  in  Payment  if  Possably  he  could  Avoid  it — he  sold  no 
Aednce  unless  Compelled ;  when  that  was  the  Case,  he  took  care  to 
Beiliie  or  Exchange  it  for  Specie  Immediately.  But  on  the  other 
kttdy  the  Whigff,  full  of  Zeal  to  his  Country,  gave  up  what  Specie 
he  had  for  the  Northern  Expedition,  and  for  the  recruiting  Service, 
tUakhig  of  no  Advance ; — sold  his  Produce  and  every  other  ncce»- 
■17  for  the  Army  freely  and  readily,  when  called  upon.  So  that  the 
■eiy  received  from  1775  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1777  Cost 
hiaieaual  to  the  Hard  money,  and  what  he  got  since  he  paid  dearer 
An  the  Tory  by  reason  of  his  readiness  of  Selling  and  never  waiting 
k  the  highest  Price — And  now  to  have  his  money  divided  by  40| 
M),  or  perhaps  a  divisor  equal  to  the  dividend,  may  go  much  againel 
Ae  Qrain  of  many  a  good  man.  Especially  when  be  reflects  that  jj 
ir  aoie  of  what  he  once  thought  his  Property,  is  gone  (not  lost)  but 

&to  keep  Clear  of  Taxation  the  Seeing  who  wished  to  see  the 
3  States  in  Slavery,  and  who  was  the  greatest  Fault  of  the 
liorbitant  debts  upon  our  Country— from  these  and  many  other 
Ooneiderations,  said  money,  perhaps,  has,  &  yet  may,  meet  with 
Pppoiition)  even  from  the  Friends  of  Government  I  could  Heartily 
wMQ  that  the  matter  might  be  made  Clear,  so  as  to  bo  understood 
Me9  \n  the  Weakest  Capacities,  for  I  much  dread  we  shall  loose 
■ore  niends  by  the  Bargain  than  wo  shall  make  Prosolites. 

Permit  me,  sir,  one  minutcto  think  of  myself — I  have  been  a  friend 
iomy  Country  and  a  Slavo  to  tho  Public  from  the  begining  of  the  Con* 
teto  this  day,  and  hope  ever  to  Continue  the  former.  I  have  been 
opMaatly  employed  in  public  service,  and  thinking  I  was  getting  a 
(^ottpensation  nearly  Adequate  to  my  'Services ;  Therefore  devoted 
■j  whole  time  to  the  Service  of  my  Country,  and  disbanded  every 
^m^ht  of  Trade  and  Speculation,  and  throwing  my  little  Fortune 
(ittiined  before  the  War)  to  the  Public  Use  in  the  Business  I  was 
^i^PJSecL  But,  upon  Calculation,  I  find  I  have  served  5  years  for 
Bothhig — found  myself — felt  and  see  that  the  full  onehalf  of  my  little 
'^ntane  is  melted  away  by  depreciation.  But  if  there  is  no  better 
**7  of  Curing  the  Evil  and  paying  the  Public  debt  than  the  mode  in 
iMition,  be  it  so ;  it  shall  never  set  me  Crazy,  nor  Cause  me  to 
^  Tbry;  for  I  will  readi]Y%gree,  that  Self  Interest  ought  to  make 
*»y  for  Public  Welfare. 


Lt.  Samubl  Rba  to  Pres.  Bbsd,  1780. 


*  «^ 


t^ 


NorthamptoD,  4th  Jaljj 
Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Since  my  last  of  June  Ist,  I  have  recciv'd  Instroctioni 
ing  the  volunteers  of  this  County,  with  Blank  Commissioi 
have  filled  up  the  Commistuons  for  the  following  officers,  T 
Johannes  Van  £ttcn,  Lieutenant  John  Fish,  and  Ensigi 
Syllaman. 

Acoording  to  orders  I  have  collected  the  Yoluntcirs  at  tl 
Town,  and  find  that   there  is  but  about  fiftj',  but  thej  i 
Comcing  in.    I  have  ordered  them  up  to  the  frontier  of  thii 
hopeing  your  Excellency  will  approve  thcreofj  and  direct 
Shall  be  Stationed  for  the  future. 

I  am  pressed  upon  by  the  frontier  Inhabitants  to  applj 
Excellency  and  the  Supream  Executive  Council,  for  a  m 
Yolunteirs  from  the  Adjacent  County s,  or  Such  other  relei 
in  your  wisdom  Shall  direct,  as  the  fronteir  of  this  Coai 
Extensive  that  the  Yolunteirs  raised  therein  will  not  be 
when  the  whole  Quota  is  oompleated,  will  .but  amount 
Dumber. 

And  there  is  Several  Companys  along  the  fronteir  So  Ik 
fled,  that  it  Seems  very  distretjsing  for  them  to  hire  two  Y< 

I  have  received  the  Commissions  of  the  Militia  OfficerSj  \ 
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Siea  tim  Letter  wm  wrote  I  have  reoeiv'd  the  Inclosed  Qualifi* 
aim,  and  lotelligeooe  of  a  mao  being  killed  Near  the  Mouth  of 
ImUmkj  on  Leet  Friday. 

DbtHetff 

,    Od  PdUio  Seirioe^- 

j  Hii  Exoelleooj  Joseph  Reed,  E^qr.,  Preaidont  of  the  Sopreame 
IneeliTe  Conncil  of  PenoBylvania. 

f  Colonel  Balliot. 


DEPoemoN  of  John  Lbffbrtie,  1780. 

ill  Day  parson  ally  appeared  before  mo,  Jno.  Leffertie,  who  was 
Lufryear  a  Cap^  In  the  battan  Service,  who  Declares  on  tho  Holy 
buMlist  of  Almighty  God,  that  ho  was  luform'd  by  Cap^  Pcr- 
|1H^  LiTing  on  the  Mohauk  River,  Nino  Days  before  Goughena- 
ly  was  barnt,  that  S'  Jn"  Johnson,  with  a  strong  party,  was  on 
■Lpay  from  Canada  to  that  Place,  and  that  he  would  Certainly 
!nm  and  burn  that  Place,  which  Information  he  the  Deponant  told 
B  Coll.  Clock,  Jno.  Fonda  and  others,  but  It  seems  they  Did  not 
lira  Credit  thereto— -the  Place  was  burnt,  and  further  Declares  that 
kaame  Persons  who  had  Given  him  the  above  Intiligenoe  Came 
town  the  River  to  this  Place  tho  17th  Instant,  to  Inform  him  at 
iillovs,  that  within  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  the  Enemy  will 
Bib  a  Stroke  on  this  Place,  by  the  way  of  Hellcberg  and  back  of 
Ms  Town — that  Brant  and  Bottler  are  Gone  to  the  Minissink, 
9i  when  they  Return  they  are  to  Effect  It ;  they  are  to  Alarm  Co- 
Mjoherry,  In  order  to  Draw  our  militia  from  this  place. 

Behenectendey,  June  19, 17^0. 

A  Coppy  by  JNO.  LBFFBRTIE. 

hran  before  me. 

Sign'd  FoNDAj  Justice. 


ft  THl  CoUNtY  LlEUTS.   NORTHAMPTON,  PENNSYLVANIA, 

June  22d,  1780. 

^  PettitioQ  of  the  inhabitants  of  Penn  Tomension  &  Cheanui 

Hill  townships, 

'■mbljr  Sheweth : 

^t  Whereas  the  Melittia  that  was  granted  by  order  of  the  Hon- 
'^ble  the  President  and  Cooncill,  for  the  Protection  of  the 
steers  against  the  Indians,  under  the  command  of  Cor'nl  Kam, 
^  their  times  is  nearly  exspired  we  be^in  To  Dread  the  Couse- 
"^Beeiof  acreuel  savage  enemy,  which  will  have  it  in  their  Power, 
Hoidj  to  Kill,  Captivate  and  drive  the  Poor  inhabitantSy  But  totally 
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destroy  ovr  Harvest,  Which,  added  to  ovr  other 
odIj  hurt  the  ComraoDwelth  hut  encoonga  them.  W# 
perienoe,  the  Meathod  &  Activity  of  our  Melittiaoffiaen  1 
the  euemy  twice  at  Difereut  Posts,  though  very  weak,  I 
people  from  Death  &  Captivity,  and  other  distructioD  to  ( 
Now  we  Earnestly  emplore  &  humbly  Beseteh,  that  w« 
other  Gards  Stationed  on  our  fronteers  before  or  emedi 
the  present  ones  times  does  expire,  as  it  is  impossable  for 
to  look  upon  Himself  only  to  Stand  as  a  Candidate  itf 
taken  first :  after  Our  Posts  is  broke  up ;  &  as  for  the  ta 
men  that  is  now  raised  To  Garde  a  fronteer  upwards  of  o 
miles,  must  be  certainly  Enefcotual  to  the  Security  i 
people  of  these  townships ;  it  is  Now  our  earnest  dean 
take  the  primioes  into  a  Serioose  consideration,  ft  gn 
Tclievf  as  is  consistant  to  jostis  &  in  your  power;  Bat  if 
answer  our  Prayer,  We  Desire  this  Pettition  to  be  laid 
Excelloncy  the'  President  &  Coundll,  as  we  are  in  di 
shall  ever  Pray. 

WILLIAM  MYEl 


Nicholas  Kam,  Coll., 
Francis  Bohler, 
Daniel  Warner, 
Jonathan  Warnar, 
Edmond  Edmonds, 
Nathaniel  Edmonds, 
Joseph  Everett, 
Henry  Davis, 
George  Holder, 
James  Dodson, 
Moses  Daviesy 
Peter  Edmans, 
John  Camron, 
Wm.  Knickerbacker, 
Wm.  Carney, 
Wm.  Wall, 
John  Warner, 
Samuel  Warner, 
George  Peveahouse, 
Nathan  Warner, 
Peter  Hookcn,  Capt., 
Giles  Perm  an, 
Joseph  Gable, 
John  Rhodes, 
John  Rhodes,  Junr., 

Directed^ 

To  the  Care  of  CoUb. 
Bab.  Liaata. 


Richard  Dodson, 
John  Carney,  Lt., 
Petter  MoCoy, 
Potter  Strowf, 
Daniel  Strowl, 
John  Grigory,  Capi.^ 
Stophel  Sieiverling, 
Jacob  Soiverling, 
John  Hawn, 
Petter  Wood  ringer, 
Hon  Petter  Solta, 
John  Solts, 
John  Cline, 
Barney  Clino, 
Niclas  Box, 
Thomas  Dodson, 
Fredrick  Boyer, 
Petter  Bloss, 
Henry  Bloss, 
Petter  France, 
James  Zellor, 
Peter  Roth,  Capt., 
Fredrick  Sbackler, 
John  Shackler, 
And  others.    ? 

Petter  Borkhalter  &  Jcba  H 
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a  HuBLBT  TO  Col.  Lxwis  Nicoi.A|  1780. 

Trenton,  4«*  July,  1780. 

qf  aboDt  8  o*Clook  P.  M.,  I  MrriTed  hen  with  tbo  Lan- 
Bty  Volunteers  that  I  march  with  from  Philad*,  also  threo 
I  belonging  to  the  City  of  Philad*,  fourteen  belonging  to 
QBty,  fourteen  to  Bucks  County  &  one  private  belonging 
ding  Army,  since  my  arrival  two  Philad*  County  &  one 
ker  County  have  joined  the  party  so  that  at  present  I  have 
Vofainteera  &  one  Continental  Soldier.  M'  Hagener  who 
■ifc  me  is  also  here  this  day,  we  intend  to  march  to  Prince- 
Mve  procured  a  Horse  for  M'  Hagner  but  can  neither  get 
r  Bridle  so  that  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  will  be  able  to 

Jftirtber,  if  he  should  return  home,  I  must  proceed  with 
r  I  shall  use  my  best  endeavours  in  conducting  the  men 
It  I  can  assure  you  the  Task  is  too  severe,  I  am  a  great 
led  only  senoe  we  embark'd  on  the  Boat  we  were  so 
At  we  could  hardly  stand  and  the  hold  of  the  Vessel  was 

■0  full  of  Water  that  it  was   almost  useless.     I  have 
airy  for  Cap*  M^'Klhalton  &  Lieu*  Uoneyman  but  under- 

both  proceeded  towards  Camp. 

lowing  Volunteers  belonging  to  Jl^ncastcr  County  were 
lien  we  marched  from  Philadelphia. 
i  Willson,  unfit  to  march  was  ordered  to  remain  at  the 
in  Phila. 

Ptoter,  4*^  Batt*  Cap<  Beard's  Com'  snppos'd  to  have 


ailton,  "1  1»*  Batf,  Cap*  Slater  C% 
ipbell,     1**  Batf,  Cap*  Smith  do., 
lelone,  U*^  Batf,  Cap*  Wright  do. 


were  seen  in  Ae 
City  about  an 
hour  before  we 


Snnt,  [  8*^  Batf,  Cap*  Jn«  Hubley  do.,  [  march'd,  at  a 
Men,   J  1"  Batf,  Cap*  Briabin  do.,  place  call'd  Irish 

J  Town. 

of  the  above  absentees  have  since  appeared  at  the  Barrack 
^  y<m  will  please  to  forward  them,  and  if  not  I  beg  you 
m  Col.  Samuel  Atlee  Lieutenant  of  Lancaster  of  them. 

I  am  Sir,  with  esteem  Sir, 

jour  most  Humble  scrv*, 

J.  HUBLBY. 

Jls  I  have  no  written  orders  with  respect  to  the  Command 
•  City  &  County,  Counties  of  Chester  k  Bucks,  Volnnteefs, 
anage  as  well  as  I  am  able,  some  of  the  men  have  already 
ir^d  to  make  confusion,  eonoerning  it,  however  I  toldtthem 
Bill  they  woold  obey  my  orden  &  mareh  with  the  olhen  I 

17* 


I  should  have  waited  on  yon  for  your  friendly  tdnet  r 
the  Subjeot  of  the  enclosed  Paper,  bui  eanoot  pat  o^  i 
owing  to  a  small  Tonoh  of  the  Gout.  I  have  promised  u 
to  M**  Oater  this  afternoon  &  tbiok  the  Precedent  of  too  ii 
portanoe  to  establish  without  Advice.  I.  hope  therefon 
excuse  my  troubling  you  on  this  Occasion. 

I  am  Sir  *: 

your  most  obedient 

humble  serv^ 

F.  HOPKn 
July  5%  1780. 

To  His  Excellency  President  Becd,  Prest. 


James  Batlt  to  Pees.  RE£i»y  17b0. 

Lancasterj  July  5^, 
ITonw  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  24*^  Ultimo  Inclosing  a  Resolve  of 
In  Consequence  of  General  Washington's  Regulation  to  Ba 
for  tlie  Immediate  Support  of  the  army  I  Rec'  the  2d  liy 
am  busely  imployed  in  Engaging  A.  W.  M.  and  am  obligee 
a  blank  in  their  Commissions  with  Respect  to  their  | 
absolutely  Refuse  to  Raise  the  teatns  until  they  are  GoiHi 
wages  and  the  wages  of  those  Conductors  that  the  appoisl 
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kmt  their  days  paj  what  the  Can  yearn  at  work  which  I  have  no 
totty  to  promise  them,     please  to  Excuse  baste  as  the  Qootel- 
B  vbo  Garys  this  is  waiting  for  it. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  yoar  Exoclloneys 

most  obedient  and  very  Hnmble  Servant 

JAMK8  BAYLY,  W  Bf.  L.  C. 
MvBtof,— To  The  Hon«'«  Joseph  Keed  Esq'  PhUadolpbia. 


BsdOLUTION  OF  OONQRBSS,   1780. 

In  Congress,  July  Gth,  1780. 
h  notion  of  the  Delegates  for  the  State  of  Pensylvania,  in  pur- 
M  of  InAtructions  from  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive 
laeQ  of  the  said  State. 

tnolvedy  That  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  directed  to  supply  the 
Ndent  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  uf  rensyl- 
iawith  bills  of  Exohange,  drawn  on  the  Minintcr  of  the  United 
tesiatthe  Court  of  France,  to  the  amouut  of  one  thousand  pounds 
rfiag,  for  which  the  said  State  is  to  be  accountable. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

COAS.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

stiomen, 

beg  leave  to  represent  to  yon  an  inconvenience  we  labour  onder 
tte  mode  pursued  by  the  magistrates  of  this  city  when  soldiers 
ear  before  them  as  delinquents,  which  is  to  send  them  to  the 
Btj  Gaol  or  work  house  for  every  trifling  offence,  by  which  means 
ttal  are  lost  for  a  long  time  to  the  army,  &  their  fees  general  I  v 
10  high  that  few  officers  will  venture  so  much  money,  which 
It  be  lost  in  whole  or  part  in  aixse  the  delinquent  dies  or  deserts 
ve  it  can  be  stoped,  which,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  soldiers 
Qsually  requires  several  months. 

^  there  is  not  some  obstacle  or  impropriety,  which  I  am  ignorant 

lequest  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  directions  to  the  Magistrates  to 

ill  military  delinquents,  not  accused  of  capital  offences,  to  the 

Gaol,  from  whence  they  may  be  taken  without  any  expence,  & 

e  prosecutor  is  satisfied  with  a  military  trial,  that  &  the  punish- 

I  will  be  the  work  of  but  few  days,  the  hitter  will  also  be  much 

)  exemplary,  and  the  country  sooner  rape  the  benefit  of  their 


eitaiit  me  to  assure  yot\  that  I  am,  with  respect^ 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obed.  servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
hflada.,  6  July,  1780. 

0  his  Excellency,  the  President,  &  the  HonHe  Executive  Council. 


It 


such  as  to  Boflen,  as  much  as  possible,  the  anavoidable  Uan 
War,  &  give  satisfaotion  to  their  Troops,  have  passed  sandi 
proTidiDg  CloathiDg  &  divers  other  Necessaries,  for  the  Line 
State,  which  it  is  our  daty  to  execute  with  all  possible  Pai 
&  Care.  To  enable  us  so  to  do,  the  Assembly  laid  a  Tu 
Million  six  hundred  thousand  Dollars,  in  addition  to  the  ( 
this  State,  as  required  by  the  Hnn'ble  Congress;  Bat 
Exigence  of  the  Army  for  Provisions  was  a  call  of  so  oommi 
Nature  as  to  forbid  all  Reserve  or  Delay.  We  not  only  ei 
our  Treasury  on  the  Occasion,  but  we  anticipated  the  Keoi 
enabling  the  Continental  Commissary  to  take  up  money  in 
era!  Counties.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  also  expended 
\l  own  Commissioners,  a  Sum  which  from  the  best  Computatioi 

tl  form,  will  amuuut  to  at  least,  2  Millions  of  Dollars,  in  O 

Cattle,  Sheep,  &  Salted  Provisions.  Articles  not  required 
State  as  any  Part  of  the  Specifick  Supplies.  Wo  are  pr 
with  all  Dispatch  to  collect  the  specifick  supplies  demand^, 
ourselves  embarass'd  in  providing  the  enumerated  Article 
the  Laws  above  referred  to  have  promised  to  the  Troops.  A 
concluded  to  endeavour  to  procure  them  from  Europe,  upon 
Credit.  A  very  small  Sum  compared  with  what  we  have  i 
on  this  Occasion,  would  be  of  great  Relief,  and  we  would,  tl 
desire  you  to  apply  to  Congreds  for  £1000  Sterling,  of  the  I 
drawing,  which  we  will  either  pay  in  the  State  Money,  noi 
into  easy  Circulation,  or  stand  charged  with,  untill  thi 
Accounts  of  the  extraordinary  Advance  can  be  collected,  & 
ment  made  between  the  Continental  Commi'*  &  our  State  i 
uoners ;  or  repaying  it  in  Continental  Money  in  a  short  Pei 
We  flatter  ourselves  that  upon  the  special  Ground  of  oar  ] 

Ar.  nnr  Sitnntmn  /Lr  T^Ailinpan  fi\  nnaivAr  nnv  RTifrpnmpa  nf  C 
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pihSok  Game;  bat  that  any  reasonable  Ezpeotation  will  be 
fuivued. 

I  am^  GtenLf  very  Teepectfully, 

Tonr  Obed't,  U'bble  Servt., 

JOS.  BEED,  Preudeot 


Prss.  £ekd  to  Col.  Saml.  Hunteb,  1780. 


mrPkvour  of  the  27tU  Jane*  has  been  daly  rec'.— We  should 
ij^  the  Militia  of  the  County  would  bo  very  ready  to  furnish 
rbole  Number  of  Volunteers  agreeable  to  their  Quota,  as  it  will 
tf-tncouraging  to  the  inner  Counties  to  see  the  I'ronticr  Inhab- 
lia  earnest  to  help  themselves. 

I  are  sorry  to  hear  the  Attempts  whieh  have  been  made  to  get 
a  ft  Prisoners  have  been  so  unsuccessful,  &  hope  Perseverance 
in  nrnoi  produce  better  Effects — We  cannot  help  thinking  it 
sly  effectual  Mode  to  carry  on  an  Indian  War,  and  that  a  mere 
ttve  System  is  not  only  attended  with  an  enormous  Ezpence, 

9  very  little  adequate  Purpose. 

s.have  done  nothing  with  Respect  to  the  Indian,  as  we  are  told 

10  be  brought  hither ;  but  it  seems  to  be  the  present  Sense  of 
]!o«Qoil  to  pay  the  Reward  upon  the  proper  Certificate  being 
Med,  unless  some  new  Reason  should  occur  to  the  contrary. 

a  are  very  anzious  to  make  your  Situation  as  secure  as  possible,  & 
k  Respect  our  Attention  to  your  County  has  been  so  visible  as 
nta  t^  Jealousy  of  the  other  Frontier  Counties,  who  have  been 
inch  more  to  their  own  Protection :  13ut  we  cannot  help  observing 
inadequste  the  Supplies  of  the  Country  are  to  support  the  Men 
1  for— in  the  first  Place,  the  Demand  is  for  Men,  &  in  some 
noes  very  large — then  the  Demand  is  for  Provisions,  untill  one 
9lng  on  the  other  creates  fresh  Embarassment.  The  Taxes  are 
10  extremely  high  in  the  inner  Counties,  &  the  Demands  for 
y  io  groat  &  various,  that  we  find  it  very  difficult  to  answer 
a  Part  of  them :  It  will  therefore  unavoidably  happen^  thut 
EiBrtkms  must  be  considerable  in  the  County,  &  that  your 
Ms  upon  distant  Aid  must  also  in  some  Degree  abate.  We 
IWtiealarly  urge  upon  you  the  greatest  Oeconomy  in  the  Expen- 
m  of  every  kind.  We  have  much  Reason  to  believe  the  Post  at 
Wy,  under  Continental  Management,  has  not  been  remarkable  for 
rofslity — But  we  flatter  ourselves  it  is  now  in  better  &  more  dis- 
Handa.  It  will  be  much  f<»  the  Interest  of  the  Frontiers  if 
Mding  Men  would  interest  themselves  in  cheeking  every  Species 
FssU  or  Abuse,  &  prove  a  powerful  Inoentive  to  the  jinner 
ities  to  give  them  Supplies  when  they  are  found  to  be  used  witii 
IhmM  &  Oeeonomy. 

•  Page  S69i 
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The  Supply  of  Ammnnitioii  sent  you  lait  April  wm  li 
aiderable,  &  as  it  is  by  no  Means  in  such  Plenty  or  so  ehM| 
we  can  afford  these  Miscarriages,  we  wish  yon  bad  sent  doi 
prudent,  careful  Person  to  enquire  after  it — ^These  Articles  i 
expensive,  &  very  difficult  to  be  procured,  &  an  indifference  ai 
Safety,  with  the  Repetition  of  the  Demand,  gives  some  Ooc 
apprehend  that  the  Inhabitants  do  not  interest  themselves  i 
in  the  matter  as  they  would  do  if  they  paid  for  ft  prooared  I 

In  June,  i779,  Col.  Smith  rec*  5I1»  of  Powder  &  1000 
which  we  are  informed  were  not  forwarded  immediatclyi  ft 
supposed  to  be  in  Paztang — We  think  this  ft  the  ParosI  i 
April,  should  be  inquired  after,  ft  would  prove  a  very  compeli 
ply  at  Present. 

General  Washington  ft  Congress  having  made  repeated  I 
npon  ns  for  Men  to  fill  up  the  Line  in  the  Continental  An 
much  reduced,  we  have  been  obliged  to  apply  the  Volunteers  i 
from  Philad.,  Chester,  Bucks,  Lancaster  ft  Berks,  to  recruit  C 
Army — ^Those  from  Cumberland,  York,  ft  the  other  Countia 
to  the  Frontiers ; — we  were  sorry  to  hear  a  Difficulty  was  msd 
upper  Pkirts  of  Lancaster  in  going  to  the  Continental  Ann 
it  should  be  persisted  in,  so  that  we  should  gratify  them,  th 
diate  Consequence  would  be  that  the  German  Reg*  would  I 
drawn.  It  is  with  great  Difficulty  we  have  been  able  to  ] 
them,  ft  any  Disappointm*  of  the  Volunteers  promised  by  ths< 
ft  especially  of  such  a  Nature,  would  have  this  Effect 

I  am^  Sir^  with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Obed.  I^ble.  Servt. 


John  Hublet  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Morristown;  ?•*  Jvlyi 
May  it  please  his  Excellency  : 

This  forenoon  about  10  o' Clock,  I  arrived  here  with  one  '. 
ft  fbor  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  having  left  Philad*  with  o 
dred  and  six,  one  of  which  (Stephen  Davis,  of  Lane  Coant) 
obliged  to  confine  in  Trenton  Goal,  he  having  been  disccyvsi 

to  be  a  d(Mprt(*r  frnin  tliA  PnnnM*fimifc   TjIiia.  u.nA   thn  nt\tmm 
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viAiofittIt  loMy  greatlj  axoeadBall  the  trouble  I  oonld  posnblj  have 
kad  viih  them. 

Tkiemainder  of  thisdaj  we eball  lay  by  here;  to  morrow  etening 
I  aipeot  to  uriTe  at  Gamp  &  deliver  my  charge. 

I  haTe  the  Honor  to  be 

Hia  Ezoellencies  moat  Obedient 

Humble  aervS 

J.  HUBLKT. 
Si  Szeelleney,  Gten.  Beed. 


P&SS.   OF   C05GRESB  TO  PrES.   ReED,  1780. 

Philadelphia;  July  7, 1780. 

By  the  Aet  of  Congroas  of  the  6*^  ToataDty  herewith  encloaod,  your 
Indleaey  will  be  informed  that  they  have  directed  the  Board  of 
Treuary  to  supply  the  Presiilcut  &  Supreme  Executive  Counoil  of 
tluB  State  with  the  Bills  of  Exchange  drawn  on  ehe  Minister  of  the 
Diitfld  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  to  the  Amount  of  one  thousand 
FoQiida  Sterling,'*'  for  which  the  said  State  is  to  be  aooouotable. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  very  great  respect, 

your  Excclly's  moat  obedt  aert., 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Hii  Bxoeiry,  Preaident  Reed. 


If 

« 


Opinion  of  Jona.  D.  Sergeant,  1780. 

^  Philada.,  7  July,  1780. 

1  have  considered  the  Question  stated  by  the  honourable  Council 

^my  Opinion,  to  wit.:  ''How  for  a  Commission  given   by  a 

^Htish  Governor  to  cruize  on  the  Subjects  of  the  King  of  France 

^^ill,  by  the  Law  of  Nations,  authorise   roaritime  Hostilities  on 

^  ^ese  United  States  or  any  of  them, — and  whether  such  a  Com- 

n  fission  found  on  any  person  practising  such  Hostilities,  ought  to 

Sive  him  protection  in  Case  of  a  Capture  as  a  prisoner  of  War  V 

'^'^tid  I  am  of  Opinion, 

l^^^at  That  a  person  cruising  against  the  Subjects  of  the  United 
pwtat  under  a  Commission  against  the  French  is  to  be  considered 
^  ^be  aame  Light  as  if  he  had  no  Commission  at  all ;  except  in  ao 
!|^  as  iuoh  Commission  is  prima  facie  Evidence  that  he  is  a  Britiab 


•See  pages  89],  892. 
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2d.  Tet  I  am  inolinecl  to  think  that  eterj  Solgaet  of  a  Sluti  tk 
War  ia  jastifiable  by  the  Law  of  Nations  in  captartng  the  ESnticfl 
the  Enemy  either  by  Sea  or  Land ;  altho,  if  theie  be  no  Connate 
the  priie  belongs  strictly  to  the  Sovereign  power  of  the  State  4  mai 
to  the  Captor.  Lee  [pa.  237]  indeed  seems  to  think  that  if  a  Sktf 
without  a  Commission  go  out  of  her  Way  to  croiie  against  tb 
Enemy  they  might  run  the  Risque  of  being  deemed  Firatei^  k 
punished  as  such ;  [Poff.  1.  8,  e.  6,  §  21 J  but  the  Book  he  refal 
to  by  no  means  supports  any  such  opinion.  On  the  other  iui 
Molloy  [1,  4,  2,]  is  express  that  even  private  Men  without  flj 
Commission  might  send  forth  shipe  of  War; — altho  at  the  ana 
Time  he  tells  us  that  it  is  usual  on  the  breaking  out  of  a  War  to 
restrain  by  proclamation  any  persons  from  setting  forth  without  i 
Commission.  This  would  haixlly  be  done  .if  the  thing  itself  weie 
piracy  independent  of  any  such  proclamation.  Besides  the  furthol 
he  goes  on  this  head  is  the  putting  a  Case  from  Roll's  Ahr.  [oSO] 
*<  If  a  Merchant  with  Letters  of  Marque  or  Reprisal  fumishes  Ml 
''  a  Ship  with  a  Captain  &  Mariners,  and  they,  instead  of  taking  tki 
^'  Goods  or  Ships  of  that  Nation  against  whom  their  GommisooB  ii 
<'  awarded,  take  tho  Ships  &  Goods  of  a  Friend,  this  is  pirasj." 
The  present  Case  is  that  of  taking  the  Ships  or  Goods  of  an  Enmjft 
which  is  widely  different.  What  is  pretty  remarkable  is  that  of  the 
Authorities  cited  by  Lee,  not  one  treats  it  as  piracy  ;  but  they  seen 
to  agree  that  the  prise  in  such  Case  belongs  to  the  summum  Imps* 
rium  of  the  State. 

Taking  for  granted  therefore  that  the  persons  in  Question  tf* 
British  Subjects,  I  think  they  have  been  guilty  of  no  offsnoe  Hf^ 
the  Law  of  Nations.  What  Modem  British  Statutes  or  prodaai^ 
tious  they  may  have  contravened,  we  do  not  so  well  know  how  etf 
docs  it  seem  to  be  material. 

I  have  tho  Honour 

to  bo  y  ExC" 

most  obcd'  hble.  serv*, 

JONA.  D.  SERGEANT.* 

Directed, 
His  EzcclU  Presid'  Reed. 


Pres.  Besb  to  Ma*  Holkeb,  1780. 

Sir, 

When  we  were  in  Conference  with  yon  on  the  Sobjeet  of  tiSjJ 
Mr.  Comay  in  his  Pnrohases  within  this  State  I  mentiooed  tM 
Probability  that  this  State  might  have  Oecasion  for  some  BiU>^ 
Europe,  which  might  be  a  more  convenient  Mode  of  Repay*^ 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  412. 
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iriBjff  Specie  for  each  Part  of  the  State  Money  as  should  not 
oill^  returned.  The  Receipt  of  this  Money  in  Taxes  has 
A  more  general  Circulation  than  was  some  Time  ago 
,  db  that  we  find  a  considerable  Sum  returning  to  us  in  that 
f  it  was  convenient  to  you  to  let  us  have  a  Bill  for  about 
tfUog  for  a  spedal  State  Purpose  it  will  oblige  us,  &  we 
it  on  these  Terms,  that  if  on  the  Repayment  of  the  State 
•t|  the  whole  Sum  shall  be  specifically  returned  we  will 
For  the  Bill  at  the  current  Exchange  at  this  Time— other- 
B  aettled  in  ihat  Acconnt.  You  will  please  give  to  me  vour 
ili  hereupon,  &  if  eonvenienient  to  draw  the  Bill  to  do  it 
iTonr  as  President  of  the  State. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  due  Consideration, 

Your  Obod.  &  very  Hbble.  serv*. 
July  8th,  1780. 

[on.  Mr.  Holkcr. 


l;  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Camp  at  Porckencss,  July  8th,  1780. 

yesterday  when  I  did  myself  the  Honour  to  address  you  it 
raportod  to  me  that  some  of  the  Elecruits  are  unfit  for  ser- 
Bse  have  been  directed  to  be  sent  back  as  they  would  bo  a 
xpenoe  and  no  advantage,  and  this  happening  in  the  first 
nay  serve  to  make  the  Officers  oareful  whom  they  accept, 
former  Letter  I  took  the  Liberty  to  express  a  Wish  that 
;ht  be  armed  before  they  were  sent  on.  I  beg  leave  to 
,  the  removal  of  our  Stores  in  consequence  of  the  late  opera- 
the  Enemy  having  rendered  the  arming  them  here  more 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

A'  ST.  CLAIR, 

ot  before  I  closed  this  Letter  to  inform  your  Exoellency 
.  Swaine  has  been  tried  by  a  Court  Martial  for  absenting 
From  Camp  without  Leave,  Abuses  in  the  Execution  of  his 
ud  fraud,  and  found  guilty  of  each,  and  the  Sentence  was 
J  confirmed  by  the  General ;  it  will  therefore  be  necessary 
I  State  appoint  some  other  Person — in  the  meantime  an 
lall  be  appointed  to  do  the  Duty. 

Exoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 


Vftfim 


Ajoi.  vreiiDer,  «De  cx>iniDaDamg  omcer  at  ounDurji  wni 
wetting  for  a  rapply  of  Beef,  Flower  &  Ram,  and  Mr.  Sm 
Bearer  of  thin,  in  now  on  hiii  way  to  Gouneil  on  the  8aB|6<b 
From  appearances  I  expect,  in  a  few  Days  to  be 'Abb  to  '. 
auffioient  Quantity  of  FJower  at  Bstherton  to  snpply  the  ] 
Po8ta,  and  hope  to  make  you  monthly  retuma  hernfker  I 
Satisfaction. 

I  am  your  most  Obd^ 

&  very  H*  Serv*, 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  C.  P.  ] 
Directed f  « 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Rbturn  of  Supplibs  purohasbd  in  Lakoastsr  C0.9 

A  Return  of  Supplies  purchased  in  Lancaster  County,  by  a 
the  Hon'ble  The  Execative  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennq 

July  6^  1780. 

One  hundred  &  Twenty  Barrels  of  Flower. 

Two  hundred  &  Thirty  Bushels  of  Wheat. 

Sixty  five  Bushels  of  Rye. 

One  hundred  &  Forty  One  Bushels  of  Com. 

Thirty  Bushels  of  Spelts. 

Twenty  Six  Bushclls  of  Buckwheat. 

Two  hundred  &  Thirty  Two  Bushells  of  Oata. 

Forty  Ton  of  Hay. 
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v.  Bekd  to  John  Adams,  Minister,  Ac,  1780. 

Philad.,  July  9, 1780. 

lenl  Abi1ide0  wben  employed  for  the  Welfare  &  Happinesfl 
kin4  jostly  &  properly  attract  Notice  of  Veneration  &  while 
Mur  the  Possessors  subject  them  to  Claims  from  which  infe- 
ineters  are  exempt — It  is  upon  this  Ground  that  we  beg 
» recommend  to  your  Escell'*  Favourable  Notice  &  Regara 
nr  M'  Searle,  his  unshaken  Attachment  to  the  Liberties  of 
i  ft  faithful  Discharge  of  his  Duty  as  a  Delegate  for  this 
I  Congress  will  we  are  persuaded  powerfully  engage  your 
I  ft  Regard.  In  addition  to  this  we  beg  Leave  to  add  that 
sranged  state  of  our  Finances,  &  enlarged  Trade  we  find  it 
?  for  States  to  make  particular  Exertions  to  supply  their 
k  have  therefore  given  M'  Searle  a  Commission  to  this  Pur- 
vell  as  to  transact  some  other  pubick  Buisness  in  whicb  your 
vice  ft  A.**si8tance  will  be  particularly  obliging  to  this  Stat«. 
brvent  Wishes  for  your  Health  ft  Happiness  ft  Honour 
roar  Exeell''  ft  am  m  Behalf  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
of  ibis  State, 

Tour  Excelly" 

most  Obed.  ft  very 

Hbble  Serv. 

10,  To  His  Exo'y  John  Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  Fy  of  U.  S. 
.,  at  the  Court  of  France. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pees.  Bebd,  1780. 

Beading,  10th  July,  1780. 

led  herewith  1  have  sent  you  my  returns  of  purchases  ft 
m  up  to  the  80th  of  June  included,  if  the  returns  do  not 
tisfactory  or  in  the  form  you  would  have  them,  you  will  be 

as  to  send  me  a  few  blank  Copies  by  the  expiration  of  the 
as  I  intend  making  my  returns  monthly  for  the  future, 
uequence  of  a  resolve  of  Council  of  27*^  May  last,  a  Copy 

I  have  inclosed  herewith,  importing  that  (among  other 
16  Post  of  Heading  was  to  be  Supplied  by  the  Commissioner 
bases  this,  with  the  repeated  ft  most  pressing  applications  of 
ihig  Commissary  Induced  me  to  deliver  him  the  supplies  you 
1  delivered  him  by  the  return  of  deliveries :  yet  the  last  18 
of  Flour  would  not  have  been  delivered  him,  had  not  a  dis- 
ler  by  Ignorance  ft  mistake  sent  said  Flour  ft  Invoice  direo- 
Pater  Aston  A.  C  of  Purchases  who  delivered  it  to  the 
Commissary,  ft  the  chief  part  thereof  being  Issued  out  before 
Hake  OMue  to  my  knowledge. — I  shall  have  in  the  ooune  of 
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a  week  abovt  one  Imndred  Barrels  of  Flosr,  ready  to  be  KftI  w^ 
yon  may  pleaee  to  Order. — Bat  under  the  preaeDt  diaadTantagn 
am  afraid  I  can  procure  but  litde  more  before  harreflt. 

First,  I  have  endeavoured  to  employ  or  appoint  aone  peraonafe 
my  Auistance  but  without  effect,  as  no  pereoni  of  proprielj  woi^ 
except  thereof,  for  they  thought  the  emoluments  the  Law  >DoM 
was  inadequate  to  the  Trouble  &  expenee  of  serving  in  that  cspsdy 
Secondly,  I  haTC  strictly  adheared  to  your  letter  of  •22'  Ap*  H^ 
wherein  yon  requested  me  by  no  means  to  use  any  oompulsire  ■» 
sures,  but  to  proceed  in  the  common  way  of  buying  &  seUioff  oihi 
which  I  realy  thought  myself,  was  the  only  way  to  begin  with,u 
consequence  thereof  I  traveled  thro'  the  County  &  tmated  maik|l 
the  promises  of  Farmers  who  had  considerable  Store  of  Oraia  k 
but  to  my  Surprize  those  very  persons,  finding  I  continued  ia  IM 
Linient  line,  they  (as  I  afterwards  found)  under  divers  preteiM 
found  means  of  evading  their  promises  &  conveying  their  Qnkt 
Flour  &o.  out  of  my  reach,  otherwise  had  I  been  able  to  oommM 
proper  Assistance  &  Seized  Stores  wherever  I  found  them  acooriitf 
t)  the  Tenor  of  the  Law,  I  should  a  had  by  this  time  a  very  oootf 
erable  quantity  on  hand — I  should  be  exceeding  glad  you  yn(H 
write  me  in  answer  hereof;  and  likewise  if  I  am  to  make  Seinni^ 
please  be  so  kind  as  give  me  some  explanation  of  such  oases  whenii 
I  am  not  to  make  Seizures,  as  I  am  in  some  doubts. 

I  would  also  represent  to  you  that  unless  there  be  some  faiAtf 
allowance  made  mo  than  what  I  apprehend  the  Law  allows :  (M^H 
Clerk,  my  own  exp3nces  &c.  comes  high)  I  concave  I  shall  ivt* 
the  public  much  at  my  own  cxpence. 

I  am  honoured  in  being  Your  Excellcncys 

Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ, 

C*  of  ?•  B.  O'. 
Directedy 

Public  Service, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.,  President  of  the  Snpi^ 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


JOHH  HUBLBY  TO  PrES.  ReED,  1780. 

Camp  at  Priegnieu,  July  10th,  1780* 
Sir, 

I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  a  few  day's  since  from  MorristoWi  * 
expected  to  have  marched  to  camp  the  next  day,  but  for  want  of  ^ 
days  provissions  which  the  Commissary  could  not  then  supply  <* 
with,I  was  under  the  necessity  of  remaining  a  day  longer  at  nci^ 
town.  Yesterday  morning  we  set  off  but  was  oblig'd  to  send  two  ^ 
our  Volunteers  to  the  Hospital,  they  both  got  very  liok,  and oos^ 
them  it's  soppos'd  is  getting  the  small-pox.     I  airived  hm  ^ 
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m  morning  tbey  were  mnater'd  (not  one  of  them 
ilm  Iran  dnughted  into  different  Begimente.  It 
btkmotion  to  the  Officers  here  on  the  arrival  of  so 
xikiDg  a  aet  of  Men. 

tde  auprii'd  when  I  met  6  or  8  Yolnnteara  between 
imp  on  their  return  homo^  who  did  not  pass  muster 
of  the  Militia  who  inlisted  them  coold  not  prooore 

I  am  your  Ezoellenoies 

most  Obedient  Humble  serv* 

J-  HDBLBY. 

1  only  obtain  a  rec*  for  the  102  Yolnnteera  I  brought 


ency  Joseph  Heed,  Esqr. 


)URNAL  OF  John  Hublet,  1780. 

.    Then  set  oflf  from  Philadelphia  with  one  Huo- 
flvania  Yolnntecrs,  viz. 


County, 

anty,  .  • 

lounty,  . 

id-,  .  .  . 

Fliilad^ 


72 
.  16 
.  14 

.     8 
.    2 

106 


'80. 


July  10th,  80,  Arrived  at  Camp 
with  102  Yolunteersi  tii. 

Lane'  County, 69 

Hucks  County, 14 

Chester  County, .......  14 

City  of  Philad-, 8 

County  of  Plulad% 2 


Stephen  Davis  (Lane*' Co^.,) 
discovered  to  be  a  De- 
serter from  the  Connecti- 
cut Line  was  confin'd  in 
Trenton  Goal 

Henry  Redding  was  left  at 
Rocky  Hill  has  not  over- 
taken us  Tof  Lanc^  Co.) 

Joseph  Oeadis  of  Lano' 
County  sick  at  Morris- 
town 

Samuel  Worral,  Bucks  Co., 
do 


1(^ 
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J.  HURLEY. 
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M.  HiLLEGASy  Trbas.,  TO  Pres.  Resi),  1780. 

Pbilad%  Jnly  lOth,  ITflOl 
GcnUemeiiy 

Congress  having  beon  pleased  to  send  me  two  Warniiits  of  44 
on  you,  both  dated  the  29tb  ultimo,  one  of  them  for  one  futl 
seven  hundred  and  ninety  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  tt 
dollars,  The  other  for  Four  million  five  hundred  and  sixtj  ni 
Thousand  and  forty  five  dollars  and  one  third  of  a  dollar;  Ai 
therefore  to  request  the  favor  of  you,  That  you  would  pl^  k 
acquaint  me  how  soon  I  may  expect  the  whole  or  of  part  thereoC 

I  am  Gentlemen 

with  muoh  regard 

your  most  Obed*  Serv* 

M.  HILLEGAS,  Tres'  U.  8.* 
Dirertedj 

To  His  EzcelleDcy  Joseph  Reed,  Enquire,  President  aid  b 
Suprcam  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  , 


MoKS.  HoLKER  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  ye  Jaly  1(H»,  171ft  ^ 

Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favor  of  ye  8th,  current  incl(Mii|i 
permit  for  the  Exportation  of  two  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  for  Uifi 
Frungais  for  which  I  return  my  grateful!  thanks,  I  should  hMi 
made  application  in  person  if  I  had  been  in  Town. 

I  now  inclose  a  bill  on  France  drawn  to  your  order  as  Prerita 
of  tho  state  of  Pensilvania  for  value  of  £r)00st<^  at  the  parefli 
change  between  Paris  &  London,  making  the  sum  of  EleiV 
thousand  four  hundred  &  twenty  Eight  livres  Eleven  sols  tmiiM 
for  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  Exoelleiq' 
receipt  on  account  of  money  borrowed  from  tho  state  for  MoofiM 
De  Corny  one  of  his  Majesty's  Provincial  Commissary's.  I SU 
understand  with  you  on  this  subject,  when  this  matter  will  be  fa4 
Settled. 

I  Remain  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient,  &  very  humble  servant, 

HOLEBS.t 
His  Exy.  Jh.  Reed  Esqr. 

*  Col,  Rec.,  Vol.  XIl.,  p.  428. 

f  See  page  397,  also  CoL  Ueo.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  419. 
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C.  J.  McEbak  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

ffir, 
Indosed  your  Excenenoy  will  receive  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
^     OD  the  qaestione  propo9od  to  Council  by  the  judge  of  the  Adcniraltj 
'     mpectiog  a  General  Warrant  to  Bearch  for  Deserten  from  French 
'ikiJH. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Ezoellcncy'B 

mofit  obedient  humble  Berranty 

THO.  McKEAN.* 
Philadetphia  July  10th  1780. 

His  Eioellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  President  &c.,  of  Pennsyl- 

naia. 


Opinion  of  Judges  of  Supreme  Court,  1780. 

6cot*emen| 

W«  have  received  the  memorial  of  the  Judge  of  the  admiralty 
nferred  to  ua  by  Council  for  our  consideration  and  opinion. 

The  case  as  stated. 
The  Vice  Consul  of  France  applicH  to  the  Judge  of  the  admiraity 
^eoDsylvania  for  a  General  Warrant  to  search  vessels  in  the  har- 
wv  of  Philadelphia  for  seamen  deserted  from  certain  French  Ships 
*ow  in  port.  Upon  which  the  Judge  desires  the  advice  of  Councili 
pvticolarly  on  two  Points^  vis.  Imo.  Whether  the  sheriff  of  the 
vMiDty  is  not  competent  to  this  business  1 

2do.  Whether  the  Judge  can  or  ought  to  grant  the  General 
■^vnnt  required.? 

Answer. 

By  the  tenth  section  of  the  <'  Declaration  of  the  rights  of  the 

^bitanta  of  the  sUte  of  Pennsylvania,"  it  is  declared,  <<  that   the 

People  have  a  right  to  hold  tliemsclvesy  their  houses,  papcre  and 

P^ieutantj  free  from  search  or  seizure.;  and  therefore   Warrants 

vithont  oaths  or  affirmations  first  made,  affording  a  sufficient  foun- 

^^  Nation  for  them,  and  whereby  any  officer  or  messenger  may  be 

^  OQmmanded   or  required  to  search  suspected  pUice$^  or  to  seise  any 

JP^ton  or  personsy  his  or  their  property,  not  particularly  desoribedi 

^  contrary  to  that  right  and  ought  not  to  be  granted.'' 

^he  above  section  is  conformable  to  the  Common  Law ;  and  thia 

5*^  would  have  been  pretty  cleav,  independent  of  the  Declaration ; 

^^  that  puts  it  beyond  all  doubt. 

♦  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  423. 
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What  Beems  to  be  required  of  the  Judge  ezoceda  anj  tlii 
Bort  attempted  in  Eoglaod,  even  in  the  most  arbitrary  tqni 
b  desired,  that  he  should  issue  a  warrant  to  an  officer,  wl 
only  to  have  the  power  of  searching  any  vessel  in  which 
sutpeci  any  French  Deserters  to  be  concealed,  hot  also  to  i 
person f  whom  he  may  suspect  to  be  a  seamen  deserted  from 
Tcssel,  and  thus  all  the  vessels  in  the  harbour  may  be  mm 
searched,  &  all  the  persons  found  on  board  suspected  ana 
Deserters. 

Upon  the  whole  therefore,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  d 
neither  can  or  ought  to  grant  such  a  general  warrant,  and 
sheriff  of  the  County  is  not  competent  to  this  business,  tho' 
of  such  a  warrant,  mnch  less  so  without  it ;  and  indeed  '\ 
did  ton  of  the  admiralty  in  this  Case  might  be  jiutljf 
Question,  even  were  the  thing  lawfal. 

THO  McKBAN. 
GEO  BRYAN. 
JONA  D.  S£B6 

Philadelphia  July  10th,  1780. 

His  Eioellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  and  the  Hon 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 


COMICITTBB   OF   CONGRESS  TO  PrES.    RbBD,   11 

In  Committee  of  Congress, 

Preakness,  State  of  New  Jersey,  July  10 
Sir, 

The  Commander  in   Chief  having  laid  before  this  0 
letters  from  the  Quarter  Master  General,  and  CommisMr 
of  forage,  stating  the  necessity  of  immediately  forming  a 
of  Short  forage  m  the  vicinitv  of  Ilndsons  Kiver.     It  wi 
occur  to  your  Excellency,  that  without  this  article  th« 
transportation,  to  convey  the  variety  of  Stores,  incident  o 
operating  army  cannot  be  maintained.     They  have  to  enl 
earliest  attention,  to  expedite  the  orders  for  forwarding  th< 
required  of  your  state,  by  the  Committee.     This  state,  by 
the  Army  during  the  Winter,  and  to  the  present  hour,  J 
exhausted.     The  failure  of  crops  last  year,  in  the  state  of  1 
and  the  draft  made  from  it,  for  the  support  of  the  Castle 
Point,  have  rendered  thai  state  incapable  of  furnishing  ai 
present,  so  that  our  main  reliance,  at  least  until  some  tim< 
present  crop  is  gathered,  must  be  on  the  States  south  of 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

Your  Excellency's 

most  Ob*  nble  aer 
PH.  SCHUE 
NATU>  PEA 
Dtrecitd, — His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  E{iq^ 
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Pbm.  Bibd  to  Col.  Lochrt  1780. 


I^Tonr  cf  the  9  Jan.*  has  been  dnlj  reeoived  &  laid  before 
oil.  We  Tery  muob  lament  the  Misunderstand'  which  baa 
tween  the  Command'  at  Fort  Pitt  &  the  principal  Inhab- 
VITeatmoreland.   We  consider  the  Appointment  of  a  PennsjI. 

that  Command  as  a  very  happy  Circumstance  to  the  State 
itf  the  State  of  onr  Affairs  with  Virginia^  and  as  it  ia 
obable  that  in  Case  of  a  Change  some  Person  from  that 
rid   be  appointed   to  that    Command  Policy  as  well  as 

make  it  necessary  to  pass  over  Transactions  which  at 
!lme  ought  to  be  more  fully  discussed, 
bring  Companies  being  now  dismissed  unless  the  Assembly 
in  proper  to  raise  them  again  the  Difficulties  of  subt<isting 
It  have  ceased,  at  the  snme  Time  we  wish  these  Diflicultirs 
r  been  made  as  the  public  Service  all  ways  suffers  by  such 
ID  &  clashing  of  Orders.  From  the  State  you  have  laid 
I  W6  see  nothing  <o  disapprove  in  your  Conduct,  on  the 
ad  your  Attention  to  the  publick  Service  has  added  to  the 
^  before  had  of  your  Services  &  Merit. 
Membly  has  been  in  Conference  this  Day  with  the  Council 
Lffairs  of  the  Frontiers,  but  nothing  being  yet  determined 
If  any  Intelligence  on  this  Subject  to  a  future  Day.  In  the 
ne  you  &  the  Gentlemen  of  the  County  may  rely  upon  a 
MiUon  to  your  Affairs  A  Safety  as  we  are  very  sensible  of 
Mity  of  supporting  the  good  People  on  the  Frontiers  & 
ham  as  secure  as  Cirounistances  will  admit. 
ave  every  Reason  to  believe  the  Risour  of  the  Winter 
■  almost  annihilated  the  Support  derived  by  the  Savages 
■w  muai  oblige  them  to  seek  Sub<«istance  at  a  greater 
from  yea  than  formerly,  if  so  it  ?rill  be  a  very  happy  & 
feialEv«Bt 

tSL  see  the  Propriety  of  keeping  secret  our  Sentiments  with 
1^  the  Command^  at  Fort  Pitt  &  doubt  not  on  Consideration 

•so  very  powerful  Reasons  for  avoiding  any  disgusting 
I  &  that  yon  will  also  on  such  an  Occasion  make  some 
of  private  Feelings  to  publick  Necessities.     I  send  yoa 
Hews  Papers  &  am  with  much  Esteem 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  R. 

M'  Soott's  Presence  in  Council  would  in  the  present 
I  of  Things  be  greatly  advantagous  to  the  State  in  general 
Jonnty  in  partiouUr.  We  trust  neither  he  or  other  uentle- 
k  Character  will  give  any  Sanction  to  the  Proceeding  of 

»  See  paga  77. 
L.  VIII.— 18 
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the  Yirgioim  Gommissionere  bj  acknowledging  their  Joriec 
it  may  be  oonferted  to  the  Prejadioe  of  the  pablio  iBtatfM 

Indorsed^ 

Julj  10,  1780. 

Directed^ 
To  Cd.  Arch.  Lochry  lieat  of  Westmoreland. 


Mo^s.  Db  Cobnt  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

ProYidence,  Julj  Hth^ 
one  o'clock  in  the  Men 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  yonr  Ezcellencyi  that  the 
Fleet  was  off  Newport  at  six  o'Clock  last  night.  I  presSB 
this  Time  in  the  Harbor.     I  am  with  great  Kespcct 

Your  Excellency's  " 

Most  obedient  and 

most  hamble  Serranti 

ESTEIS  ?  DE  001 
Directed^ 
His  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'. 


Col.  John  Cox  to  Caarles  Petxit,  1780 

Rloomsbnry,  Jaly  lltli| 
Bear  Sir, 

General  Knox,  when  here  some  Days  ago,  by  order  of 
mander  in  Chief,  impressed  a  number  of  Teams  in  the  ( 
Backs,  for  which,  by  advice  of  the  Magistrates,  in  order  ' 
the  Inhabitants  the  more  chearfully  to  turn  out,  he  agreed  I 
prices  charged  in  the  inclosed  pay  Roll  in  hard  Money  or  u 
lent  in  Conti.  of  which  He  advised  his  Exoellency,  the  '. 
of  the  State,  at  same  time  informing  him  that  he  bad  naa 
Oliver,  of  Bristol,  to  be  applyod  to  bv  the  owners  of  the  1 
payment,  in  consequence  of  which  they  are  Daily  teaaing 
thp  Money.  As  it  is  probable  the  State  may  think  propi 
mate  those  Teams  as  part  of  their  Quota,  called  for  by  ( 
mander  in  Chief,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  lay  the  inclosed 
before  the  Council,  &  if  agreeable  to  them  to  dischargi 
will,  of  oourse,  furnish  you  with  the  amount,  either  in  hard 
State  money,  which  I  imagine  will  answer  equally  well,  A 
please  forward  it  thro'  Col.  Mitchell  to  Mr.  Oliver,  that  tl 

*  See  GoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIX.,  p.  424.    See  answer,  page  4 
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'mius  maj  be  satisfied.  Col.  Mitohell  informs  me  tliafc  in 
nee  of  a  Letter  .from  Mr.  Oliyer  on  the  sobjcct,  He  had  a 
I  since  given  in  an  Estimate  for  Monej,  in  which  he  had 
a  ooeh  larger  sum  for  thst  service  than  appears  from  the 
pay  Roll  to  be  due,  not  knowing  the  ezaoc  number  of 
I,  or  that  the  State  had  anj  thing  to  do  in  the  matter.  It 
loesible  there  may  have  been  more  Teams  impressed,  but 
led  contains  an  account  of  all  who  have  applyed  for  payment 
Knox  informed  Governor  Reed  that  so  soon  as  the  service 
ered  an  account  would  be  forwarded  by  me  for  payment. 
.  Iherofore  be  pleaMd  to  lay  the  matter  before  Couucil  & 
therein  as  they  k  yon  may  think  most  proper,  &  you  will 


D'  Sir,  Tour  Obed.  Servt, 


JOHN  COX.* 


kSenriee. 

1  Charles  Pettit,  Asa^  Quarter  Master  Genl ,  Philadelphia. 


IBUtea 


To  Edward  Welsted 


To  Sundry  Ezpcnces  Impressing  Waggons, 

by  order  of  Gen.  Kuoz,  pr  Robert  Adair, 

To  Cash  paid  J.  Stackhouse,  for  one  Bushel 

To  Cash  paid  Jno.  Brown,  for  )  Bushel  Do., 
To  Cash  paid  L.  Gil  ham,  jfor  i  Bushel  Com, 
To  Impressing  &  Conducting  the  Teams  9 
Days,  m  IzO  Dollars  pr  Day, 


Reeived  of  Col.  Cox, 


Dr. 
Dels.  pts. 

196  " 

26  « 
12  J 
16  " 

1080  " 

1829  " 

cT" 

100  « 


States 


To  James  Seddon, 


b  24.    To  2  Days  Impressing  Teams*  a  120 
Dollars  pr  Day, 
To  Sundry  Expenees,  . 


reeeived  of  Col.  Runyan,  . 

•  Sm  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  428. 


Dr. 


240  w 

200  « 

440  " 

Cr. 
100  " 


I 
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UmftadSUioft 

To  Henrj  BbiUenberg, 

1780. 
Jane  24  k  25.    To  2  Days  Imprewog  Teami^  a  12) 

DolUn  pr  Day, 
To  Sundry  Bzpcnocii  . 


Bristol,  July  8th,  1780.    A  Trae  Copy. 

JNO.  OLIV£R|  A.  n.  <k 


Pbes.  Rbed  to  Col.  William  Scott,  11 
Sir, 

Yoar  Favour  of  the  4th  iDst.  has  been  duly  received,^ 
find  the  VohiQtceni  have  been  made  up  agreeable  to  tbs 
InhabiiaDts  of  the  Frontiers  are  very  much  alarmed  i 
hensioDS  of  the  Indians  during  the  Harvest  You.vi 
immediately  direct  them  to  march  one  half  to  Bedford  ( 
other  to  Westmoreland,  when  they  are  to  be  directed  b^ 
Lieutenants  of  the  Counties  as  to  Station.  Col.  Piper! 
of  Bedford,  A  Col.  Lochry  of  WeBtraoreland. 

We  are  sorry  you  sent  down  a  Waggon  for  Arms  aai 
not  in  the  Store,  nor  are  they  to  be  procured  in  this 
Direction  therefore,  is  that  yon  procure  as  many  paUi 
poesiUe,  A  of  which  there  must  be  a  considerable  Nt 
County,  A  if  any  Deficiency,  that  the  Captain  be  anftlu 
on  the  Captains  of  the  Banging  Gompaniea  kak  Year  i 
furnished  them,  &  which  were  left  in  the  Counties  whc 
were  discharged.  The  Lieutenants  of  these  Counties 
doubtless,  exert  themselves  to  procure  them,  A  as  thej 
they  will  be  of  more  real  Use  than  any  which  could 
here  if  to  be  procured.     The  same  of  Ammunition. 

I  must  intreat  you  to  exert  yourself  in  procuring  ] 
French  Fleet  is  hourly  expected  A  we  are  at  present  in 
Condition  to  receive  them,  for  Want  of  that  necessary  j 

Inclosed  you  have  a  Resolve  of  the  Council  for  putti 
provided  last  year  for  the  Banging  Companies  into  thel 
Volunteer  Companies. 

I  am;  Sir,  Your  most  obedt, 

A  very  H'bble  Servt 

/fMforsec;,— July  12,  '80. 


I 

\ 
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t3sHL.  Wjc.  Irviki  to  P&bs.  Bbbd,  1760. 

Campy  near  BtttaptOD,  July  12,  17S0. 
Mj  eltim  to  rank  of  General  Hand,  has  at  last  been  before  a  Board 
of  Ceuenl  Officers-^  the  afiair  remains  just  as  it  was. 

The?  have  Reported  that  thej  did  not  tbiuk  they  bad  powers  to 
liter  the  ntnk  of  any  General  Officer  already  fixed  by  Congress. 

I  netume  there  is  no  mode  left  now,  unless  the  State  will  insist 

that  Congress  take  the  business  up  themselves — which  in  my  opinion 

thej  ^CoDeress)  ought  to  have  done  at  first  bad  they  been  actuated 

^bjpnDoipTes  of  jutioe — General  Eland^  however,  argued  that  the 

State  hid  nothing  tt>  do  with  it,  i  that  Congress  had  a  right  to 

promote  whom  they  pleased,  and  added,  that  neither  Congress  nor 

the  State  had  a  right  to  place  him  to  any  particular  State.     I  told 

the  Court,  that  as  the  appointment  of  officers  was  left  to  the  States, 

the;  had  a  right,  in  the  first  instance,  to  give  the  preference  to  whom 

ther  pleased,  and  that  if  Congress  had  broke  tueir  own  rules  and 

we  in  undue  promotion,  the  State  to  which  the  officer  belonged — 

tf  umehoJy —  had  a  right  to  bring  them  to  an  account  for  it,  and 

Alt  I  did  not  know  who  could  do  it  except  the  State.     Congress 

o&ee  proposed,  at  least  individuab  of  them,  that  General  Hand 

■hooU  be  considered  m  belonging  to  the  States  at  large — ^now  if 

^  will  fix  that,  and  Resolve  that  he  shall  not  be  promoted  as 

belonging  to  PennsylTania,  in  case  of  Vacancy,  rather  than  gtTcany- 

Luther  trouble,  I  will  Drop  the  matter ; — But  unless  this  is  done,  I 

^  not  think  of  giving  up  a  thing  so  manifestly  derogatory  to  the 

honor  of  the  State — so  evidently  unjust,  k  injurious  to  my  own  feel- 

ii^    I  am  sorry  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  this  businen,  nor 

H^onld  I  was  I  not  persuaded  you  wish  justice  done  as  well  to  the 

*^orof  the  State  as  to  Individuals  of  it. — As  M'  Bearle  has  been  so 

fM  IS  to  interest  himself  in  my  favour,  I  shall  write  him,  request- 

j|%  he  will  move' that  a  record  be  entered  that  Gkn*  Hand  shall  not 

"^  promoted  as  belonging  to  the  State  (except  if  the  State  should 

*<^W  or  hereafter  take  him  in)  untill  the  other  officers  who  have«  right 

*^  fank  of  him  shall  first  be  promoted. 

Bowever  distant  promotion  may  appear  from  either  of  us  at  present, 
2  ^  ^t  not  to  have  it  to  settle  at  the  time  when  it  may  happen-— 
^  promotion  may  take  place  in  the  line  even  this  Campaign — and 
f^o'  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assert  that  I  am  not  over  anxious  for 
11^9  yet  it  is  the  business  of,  and  very  natural  for,  a  Soldier  to  look 
*  press  forward. 

-As  my  superiors  are  now  here,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  any 
•biDg  OQ  publiek  matters  relative  to  the  line — as  I  suppose  they  do. 

I  am^  Dear  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Servant, 

WM.  IfiVINB. 
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Prbs.  Rxed  to  Col.  Francis  Johhstoh,  1780. 

To  Col.  Franoid  Johnstoii : 

Sir, 

As  several  of  tbe  BattalioDS;  botb  in  Town  &  Conn  try,  h 
not  completed  their  VoluDteers,  joa  will  please  to  direct  the  0 
tlemcD  who  have  come  down  with  yon  for  the  purpose  of  eolleeti 
them,  to  repair  to  the  several  Lieutenants  of  the  City  &  County 
Philad.,  Bucks,  Chester,  Lancaster  &  Berks,  to  hasten  the  fflfl 
their  respective  Complements :  And  also  to  inform  themselves^ 
far  those  already  sent  have  been  settled  with.  For  this  Purpowi 
have  added  the  Number  of  Battalions  in  each  County — and  II 
Book  ke|§  by  Col.  Nicola,  at  the  Barracks,  will  inform  you  lAi 
Battalions  &  Companies  have  complied  with  the  Laws,  by  sfiidii 
in  their  Recruits.  As  this  Service  is  of  the  most  important  Natm 
you  will  please  to  urge  the  Necessity  of  proceeding  in  it  so  that  11 
Law  may  be  fully  &  properly  executed.  Upon  this,  as  well  al  trfr 
other  Occasion,  yourself  &  the  Officers  under  your  immediate  CU 
mand^  will  receive  all  necessary  Aid  &  Assistance  from  the  CoqmI 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  Obed.  Hbble.  Sorvi 

Philad.  City — 6  Battalions,  8  Companies  in  each  Battalion,  2  lb 
from  each  Comp)",  V 

Col.  Henry,  Lieut. 

Pbilad.  County — 8  Battalions. 
Col.  Coats,  Lieut. 

Bucks,  )  Battalions  lb 

Col.  Hart,  Lieut,  f 

Chester,  I  Battalions 

Col.  Small,  Lieut,  )   ' 

Lancaster,   )  Battalions 

Col.  Atlee, ) 

Berks,  ) 

CoL  Morgan,  Lieut,  j         Battaliona 

July  12,  1780. 
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-sesuro  01  •ruousB  prucarou  uj  me  wuiie  ao^ng  sb  \>uniDm 

Sopplies  for  the  annj  antil  the  Law  under  wfaieh  I  had  tk 
to  be  appointed  was  aospended  by  Proolamatioo 

The  time  amed  on  for  paymeDtof  Mr.  William. MeOi 
Company's  bill  for  forty  eight  barrels  Beef  and  ffteen 
agrceabI9to  the  order  of  Coaneil  is  nearly  expired  ;  Hiiiat  I 
informed  whether  it  will  be  most  eligible  to  pay  then  in  I 
money  of  the  last  emission  of  which  I  have  sufficient  on ' 
whether  you  would  not  prefer  the  drawing  an  order  on  t 
Treasurer  for  the  amount  in  Continental  ourrenoy  agreeaU 
tract. 

Having  been  informed  that  the  Honorable  House  of  i 
have  it  iu  contemplation  to  pass  an  act  for  the  sale  of 
Island  and  other  Loii  belonging  to  the  PubUck  at  their  noz 
I  have  taken  the  Liberty  to  request  (should  such  an  aet  be 
into  effect)  your  interest  to  obtain  the  appointment  of  Comi 
of  sales  as  I  am  CDtirely  destitute  of  business  and  wish  by  y 
tinned  indulgence  and  kindness  to  be  usefully  empkiyvd 
service  for  the  publie  as  my  health  will  admit ;  with  aenti 
gratitude  and  respect. 

I  am  Oentlemen, 

your  most  Obdt.  Hble.  Sevt. 

ANDREW 

Philadelphia  July  12di  1780. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire^  President  of  the 
Pennsylvania. 


CouROiL  TO  Francis  Hopkikson,  1780. 
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of  the  Admiralty  is  doubtful  io  such  a  caaO;  supposing  the 
I  in  itself  legaL  It  is  therefore  the  advice  of  this  Board 
I  ease  of  farther  application  you  will  act  in  conformity  to 
lion  explaining  the  same  so  as  to  give  all  possible  satisfao- 
ba  ofiieera  of  Hia  Moat  Christian  Majesty,  and  giving  all 
d  proper  aid,  in  the  discbarge  of  their  several  duties. 
I  am  with  due  eonsiderationi 

Your  most  obedient  and, 
Tery  hnnible  servant 
JOS.  REED  President, 
b  Ranois  Hopkinson,  Esqr. 


JoHH  Thomson  to  Pres.  Rekd,  1780. 

Carlifilei  July  13th^  1780. 

Joat  arived  from  the  frunteeres  and  have  paid  off  the 
od  solders  of  the  three  Compancys,  and  have  mustered 
Gompaneys  of  vollentecres  for  two  months,  by  order  of  the 
if  the  GnnQtey,  and  I  understand  that  there  Is  a  bodey  of 
area  milittia  Raised  for  the  frunteeres,  I  would  be  fond  to 
lother  I  am  apointed  for  them  or  not,  as  I  understood  I  was 
laater  for  the  milittia,  as  I  may  hold  myself  in  Redcness,  If 
VQuId  Oive  me  pleasur  to  &ervo  my  Gontrey  in  any  poste 
'  ny  Rank. 

I  this  time  I  supose  that  you  have  Reed,  a  letter  from  Col. 
3onoeming  an  Lzpodition  against  an  Indian  town  that  Lay 
them,  that  Col  Broadhead  destroyed  last  ^ear,  and  as  wa 
roold  be  Joined  by  a  number  of  people  that  will  not  bee 
nport  themselves,  this  Ezpodition  is  thought  will  bee  of 
vice  if  Carried  on  immediately  after  harvist  and  I  think  we 
bee  able  to  goe  on  unless  suported  with  provisions  and 
J  the  state. 

r  honnour  and  Council  thinck  proper  to  inoorrago  this  Ezpo- 
»  Quicker  I  reoove  an  answer  will  bee  the  better  as  we 
fc  it  as  a  seerit  that  we  may  Joine  to  get  things  in  order  as 
I  need  to  have  a  number  of  bisk  its  provided  as  the  parson 
it,  I  am  knot  able  to  give  the  full  aoct.  of  what  we  intend 
MMe  by  Col  Looherey  Letter  and  this  you  will  be  able  to 
i  our  intent 

I  am  with  Due  Respect, 

your  obedient  Humble  Servt. 

JOHN  THOMSON. 
>  Hon.  Joseph  Reed,  President. 

LSth  1780. 

lee  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  409,  428,  and  pnge  403  of  this 

18* 
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Gen.  Washington  to  Coxmittbi  of  Co-ops&ation,  1; 

(Copy.) 
Head  Qaarteni  Julj  18%  ITM 
GentlemeDi 

We  have  received  intelligeDce  throngh  different  channeli  f 
New  York,  that  the  Oaodaloupe  had  arrived  there  on  So 
morning  and  brought  an  accoant  that  she  bad  fidlen  in  with  ak 
French  fleet,  consisting  of  several  sail  of  the  line,  and  a  nnmbi 
transports,  between  the  Capes  of  Virginia  and  Delaware.  ^ 
intelligence  has  every  appearance  of  authenticity;  and  if  tme, 
arrival  of  the  Fleet  on  the  coast  may  instantly  be  looked  for.  ' 
indeed  roust  be  the  case  at  any  rate,  from  the  time  they  are  Hi 
have  sailed. 

It  cannot  be  too  much  lamented  that  onr  preparations  are  ilil 
greatly  behind  hand.  Not  a  thousand  men  that  I  have  hean 
have  yet  joined  the  Army  and  in  all  probability  the  period  fore 
mencine  our  operations  is  at  hand.  I  am  happy  to  learn  th 
spirit  of  animation  has  diffused  itself  throughout  the  States,  f 
which  we  may  expect  the  happiest  consequences :  But  the  ezige 
is  so  pressing  that  we  ought  to  multiply  our  efforts  to  give  ) 
activity  aud  dispatch  to  our  measures — levying  and  forwarding 
men,  providing  the  supplies  of  every  sort  required  ;  foragi 
transportation  demand  particular  attention.  After  what  hu  1 
preconcerted  with  the  Hon^**  The  Congress,  after  two  bA 
previous  notice  of  the  intended  succour,  if  our  allies  find  as  aa 
pared,  and  are  obliged  to  wait  several  weeks  in  a  state  of  inid 
It  is  easy  to  conceive  how  unfavourable  the  impressions  it  will  « 
of  our  conduct.  Besides  this  the  season  is  exct-edingly  advaM 
a  decisive  enterprize,  if  our  means  are  equal  to  it,  will  not  penal 
to  lose  a  moment  of  the  time  left  for  military  operations^  whial 
improved  with  all  the  vigor  in  our  power  is  less  than  were  to 
wished,  for  an  undertaking  of  so  arduous  and  important  a  nit« 
So  much  is  at  stake — so  much  to  be  hoped — so  much  to  be  ka 
that  we  shall  be  inexcusable  if  we  do  not  employ  all  our  ical  mJ 
our  exertion. 

With  tho  highest  respect  ^  esteem 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  Obed* 

&  Hble  Servant, 

G«  WASHINGTON 
Directed^ 

The  Committee  for  Co-operation.     (Cop.) 
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Wm.  Smith  to  Robert  Morris  Esq.,  1780. 

Baltimore,  July  14,  1780. 
Sober!  Morris,  Esq'., 

Sir,  # 

Ineloied  yon  ba?e  receipt  for  7  Cases  of  muskets  for  the  State 
rf  PenselTaoia  addressed  to  you,  a  part  of  tboso  have  been  oppened 
ftCleafied,  k  a  part  bas  not.  I  could  not  get  thera  done  with  that 
jiii|>at€h  that  I  thought  the  times  required,  they  have  been  Valued 
It  300  Dolars,  a  certificate  of  which  with  the  charges,  shall  be  for- 
wded  you  next  opportunity. 

I  am  D'  Sir^  your 

most  hblo  Ser* 

W.  SMITH. 

Dimted, 
Robert  Morris  Esq'.,  Merchant,  Philad*. 

V  Stage  with 

7  Cues  of  Musqnets 


.! 


Lewis  Nicola  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  July  11,  1780. 
Sir, 

Two  deserters  from  the  Anspacbers  are  just  come  to  me  and  say, 
tbej  left  the  Euglisb  Army  niue  days  since  at  Philips  manor,  where 
diej  were  Employ'd  collecting  fuel  &  forage  and  making  a  new  and 
^^Mttter  road  to  Kingsbridge.  Say  the  Army  was  call'd  Eight 
tboQiand,  but  they  do  not  think  they  are  so  Strong.  Desertion  is 
^  eonsiderable  among  the  foreigners.  They  do  not  know  of  any 
Bttanions  of  consequence  made  by  the  Enemy  since  they  occupied 
^r  present  Ground,  neither  have  they  done  any  damage  of  conso- 

JiK&ce  in   the   Neighbourhood.     They   heard  a   heavy   firing   on 
ITedDeiday  last,  and  were  told  in  the  Jerseys,  that  the  French  fleet 
vu  It  the  Hook. 

I  am  with  Respect 

your  Excellencies 

most  Obcd*  Servnnt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 


Money  to  adf anoe  to*  the  Oarttrsi  what  mmt  bo  doac 
ihoj  live  7 

I  am  Sir 

Year  Bxoellen^r  ham^  8ei 

HENRT  H 
In(Jlor9rdy 

1770,  July  15th.     From  Ucnry  Hallcr,  Waggon  Hi 
Co^. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Mons.  Db  Cornt,  178C 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  several  Favours  of  the  4'*  A 
received  by  the  same  liaprcss  &  thank  you  particu^r 
obliging  CommnnicatioQ  of  the  Arrival  of  the  French  'I 
Ood  grant  Success  to  our  united  Armti  &  cement  the 
80  hnppily  formed  between  the  two  Countries. 

Far  from  making  the  least  Difficulty  Sir,  in  settling 
borrowed  from  this  State  we  shall  receive  it  whenever 
shall  (lifer  it  k  can  only  express  our  Concern  that  onr 
tions  have  not  produced  more  beneficial  Effects. 

I  also  beg  Leave  to  inclose  yon  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  sen! 
on  this  Subject  upon  his  intimating  to  us  the  Difficnltiei 
the  State  Money,  we  are  since  fully  confirmed  in  the 
therein  expressed.  In  Answer  ho  verbally  expressed  \ 
keep  it  longer  k  wo  have  since  received  a  jC500  Sterl^ 
Account.  But  it  would  be  much  more  agreeable  to  v 
the  Money  ft  close  the  Transaction  than  that  the  Hoi|o 
of  the  State  should  suffer  as  we  fear  it  has  done  from  Um 
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Iihtll  take  u  early  Opp^  to  wait  on  the  Cher.  Luierne  &  reoeiTO 
wj  eooiiuaiuoation  he  maj  make  on  thia  Subject  &  am 

with  mooh  Respeet  &  GoDsideration 

Your  Obed.  &  very 

Hbble  Senrt. 

Jilj  17.    To  Mona.  De  Coniy,  Commissary  of  Franoe. 


Nicholas  Lutz  to  Pbes.  Eked,  1780. 

Reading,  17*^  July,  1780, 
St, 

kffecahle  to  yonr  ProelamatioQ  of  the  5th  Ins*,  I  have  sent  yoa 
•eloBed  herewith,  all  the  ungranted  Certificates,  shall  transmit  my 
Aflc^  to  you  for  settlemcut,  as  soon  as  I  receive  a  receipt  from  the 
OommiMary  Gcnl.  of  Purchases  for  the  Lu>t  parcel  of  Sheep  I  seat 
Ub  by  M'  David  Da? is. 

I  am  Your  Exoollcnoy's 

Most  Obed'  Ubl.  Servant, 

NICHOLAS  LUTZ, 

C-^  of  P.  B.  Co^. 

(PtiUio  Service.) 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq"",  President  of  the  Supreme 
Illative  Council,  Philada. 


CoL.  Matthew  Smitu  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Paxtang,  July  17th,  1780. 

ft. 

This  Day  I  Rec*  yonr  favour  of  the  0»^  Ins*  by  Mr.  Reese  of  Noi^ 
Aim'  Town,  1  am  Truly  s^rry  for  y*  Situation  of  His  Excel'  GenL 
Vuhiogton ;  &  his  Brave  Little  Army  our  affairs  at  present  are 
I^Mnewhat  Dark — But  I  am  Confident  we  shall  have  light  Affain  & 
Perfatpe  as  in  times  past  from  a  Quarter  we  Do  not  as  yet  Lxpeot 
k 

7oD  Mention  Sir,  you  cannot  understand  the  meaning  of  the  Peo- 
^  Swearing  they  will  not  pay  the  Taxes, — I  Apprehend  my  mean- 
ly or  Letter  was  not  understood,  as  I  Did  not  mean  the  Continental 
*  I'obliek  Taxes,  but  only  that  Tax  laid  for  Paying  the  Bounty  of 
f^  Men  lately  Rais' ;  out  of  the  Militia  Companys— My  intention 
^  Mentioning  the  Matter  to  Your  Exo'  was  not  to  Give. offence  But 
b  Obmplyanoe  with  a  former  Request,  via.,  to  take  Every  Oppertu- 
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nity  to  inform  Coaneil  the  Sitaation  and  Sentimenta,  Both  of  -tA 
CouDtry  &  the  People — the  6en^  Assembly  Sometimea  in  the  Uiw 
or  Preamblu  of  the  Laws  arc  not  Quite  so  plain  aa  could  be  Wish«( 
the  Law  for  Kaisiog  the  two  men  Seems  to  be  Expressly  for  th$ 
Defence  of  the  Front iem,  thid  Law  Being  Imediately  Printed  A 
Scattered  through  the  Different  Countys,  Gave  the  People  an  oppor- 
tunity when  Collected  in  the  Companys  of  Seeing  it  and  CheaifaUf 
Adopted  the  Plan,  I  Do  not  know  any  Denomination  that  Did  not 
Chearfully  Agree  to  Submit  to  the  Law,  till  the  Men  were  Ordered 
to  Camp,  &  then  as  I  Wrote  in  my  last,  I  Assure  you  it  Crated 
uueasyness  in  the  Breasts  of  a  Number,  not  only  the  People  Hire- 
ing  But  the  People  Hired.  Your  Acquaintance  with  Mankind  Iim 
Certain  will  Convince  you,  how  Easy  it  is  for  Numbers  of  people  to 
be  Alarmed  with  Matters  of  Small  Consequence  and  Certainly  macb 
more  So,  in  a  Time  &  place  of  such  Dreadful  War,  as  is  Can-)'  oi 
by  Indians  on  the  Frontier  Settlements,  When  the  life  of  Almoii 
Every  person  is  Every  Moment  in  Danger,  &  oftentimes  not  hum- 
ing  Danger  Near  them,  till  the  Tomahawk  or  Scalpine  knife  is  dioft 
into  the  Head,  &  Butcher'  inhumanely  often  merely  for  their  Dife^ 
sion.  D*"  Sir,  whilst  I  take  the  Liberty  to  Mention  these  thingitt 
you  Rest  Assur'  it  is  no  part  of  my  Sentiments  Either  here  or  ii 
Northum'  County.  I  in  Some  Measure  know  what  your  Scitoatioa 
is,  as  well  as  the  Re^t  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  Council  have  toeoa- 
bat  with,  &  often  Silently  but  very  Scubibly  feel  Both  for  Men  k 
things. 

The  Money  I  Drew  last  year  for  Raising  the  Rangers,  was  Dislri- 
butcd  According  to  Direction,  the  Rcc**  I  Gave  to  M*"  RittenhooM 
in  April  last,  &  would  have  left  them  with  him  in  the  Winter  Bit 
in  hopes  to  have  Rec'  the  Cash  from  Capt'  Collicri  to  have  H 
Return'  to  the  Treasury  but  Could  not,  therefore  I  Return'  his  RcflF 
also. — A  lino  from  Council  to  Capt'  Collier  I  Doubt  not  woaU 
hurry  him  to  Return  the  Cash. 

As  for  the  Amunition  Forwarded  to  Paxtang  Juno  1779  yon  will 
See  by  the  Order  of  Council  it  was  for  the  use  of  Lancaster  &  Ciu>- 
bcrland  Countys  iu  Case  North'  Broke  up  I  my  Self  Obtain'tiM 
Order,  &  if  I  Rcmmember  it  is  Ezpressiye;  if  Council  Judge  itmoit 
Necessary  to  Send  it  to  Col"*  Hunter,  or  a  part,  I  will  take  Canti 
have  your  Order  Immediately  Comply'  with. 

The  Amuniiion  Mentioned  Sent  in  Aprile  last,  has  not  Gome  to  hui 
Neither  to  Col*>  Cox  nor  Col*  Hunter,  &  am  Apprehensive  it  £d  M^ 
Come  from  Philadelphia.  About  the  20*^  of  Aprile  I  was  in  Phi^i 
&  Capt"  Hambright  Mention'  he  had  an  Order  from  Coonoil  f<v 
Amunition,  but  at  that  time  Could  not  Get  a  Waggon  to  Cany  it  to 
Esthertown,  and  Since  I  C»me  from  Sun  bury  I  Call'  on  Col*  Coii^ 
the  Request  of  Col*  Hunter,  who  inform'  me  no  Amunition  hU 
Arriv'  this  Summer  for  North'  County  But  a  few  Bozea  of  Cartri^ 
ges,  &  they  were  Imediately  forwarded  to  Col*  Weltner  for  the  o^ 
of  his  Reg*.     I  Expect  to  Go  for  Sunbury  in  two  woeka  at  k^'^ 
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Man  in  inj  of  the  AboTe  Mentioned  things  thej  Shall  Be 
idj  Conplj'  with. 

I  am  ]>  Sir, 

with  all  Dae  Sabmisiiion 

yoar  Most  Ob*  &  very  Hum*  Serv*, 

MATT^  SMITH. 

jBmff 

ii  Kzoelleney  Joeeph  Beed,  Esq*',  Preaident  of  the  State  of 


Pbbs.  Rbed  to  Prbs.  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Council,  Pa.,  Jolj  17th,  1780. 

I  the  1st  June  last  Congress  were  pleased  to  giye  ns  a  very 
ating  &  pleasing  Mark  of  their  approbation  of  onr  Conduct  in 
uding  Supplies  to  the  Army,  k  the  Beneficial  Effects  of  our 
lions  have  sinoe  been  frequently  &  particularly  acknowledged 
the  Camp.  Wo  had  Reason  to  expect  that  it  might  have  been 
Itmest  of  future  Confidence,  &  that  no  one  possessed  of  tolerable 
rmtion  &  Candour  would  have  suspected,  much  less  have 
|ed  ns  with  a  Neglect  of  the  general  Interests,  accompanied 
in  Insinuation  that  any  publick  Misfortunes  or  Di^grsce  would 
atly  asoribdd  to  a<i.  But,  Sir,  the  inolosod  Latter  from  your 
■ittee  at  Camp  shows  that  no  Services,  no  Exertions,  no  Saori- 
•f  private  Ease,  Interest,  or  even  Health  itself,  can  exempt  um 
Hi  merited  Reproach. 

^ebeg  Leave  to  say  that  nothing  is  more  painful  to  ns  than  to 
rinto  these  DiscusHions,  &  form  invidious  Comparisons  between 
Skate  &  others.  But  we  can  appeal  to  the  Knowledge  of  every 
vhose  Oppi^  give  him  a  Right  to  judge  that  in  Troops,  Cloathing, 
lihments,  Supplies  to  the  Qr.  Masters  k  CommiKsaries  Depart- 
ti  fc  Advances  to  the  United  States  of  various  kinds  we  can  bear 
■parison  with  any  State  in  the  Union.  Are  we  not  called  upon 
wy  Exigency,  &  in  what  Instance  have  we  declined  our  Exer- 
(T  After  Government  has  stretched  its  Influence  &  power  to  the 
M,  have  not  private  Citiaens,  &  even  our  Women  borne  a  Part  of 
Publick  Burthen  ?  Have  not  Persuasion,  legal  &  arbitrary  Force 
1  neoeasively  used  in  this  State,  within  the  knowledge  of  Con- 
Vto  effect  the  pnbliok  Purposes,  &  are  we  now  to  be  treated  as 
riftsBSof  the  publick  Welfare,  &  threatened  to  be  hung  up  to  the 
U  as  Speotaoles  of  political  Infamy  ?  Sir,  our  Feelings  aro 
ittngly  hurt  by  such  Treatment,  which  in  every  point  of  View 

Sit  &  unnecessary,  and  as  we  are  extremely  anxious  to  remove 
.  pntation,  we  hope  Congress  will  jmrdon  our  entering  into  a 
^  Detail  on  this  Ooeasion. 


Yoan  from  Ttsu  of  the  S'ate  in  Time  of  profoacd  Pomo 
flonruhing  Trado.  To  whicli,  if  we  add  the  EipeocM 
GovcmiDunt,  Clnathing,  Refreshments  of  the  Army  A  Si 
tiie  Frontion,  will  be  little  short  of  one  half  of  the  vM 
emitted  by  Congress,  &  we  believe  more  thkn  sll  tfao  d 
Ciuh  of  the  whole  State.  Whatever  Opininns  we  fonu 
Magnitude  of  those  Kcqiiisiiions,  &  however  sensible  nf  thi 
u  well  AS  moral  Improhabilitj  of  eziet  GniupliaDOe  wa  delM 
do  ever;  thing  in  our  power  to  draw  forth  the  Supplies  of  ( 
&  aecoidiiiglj  took  every  Measure  fur  that  Purpoee,  re^i 
CumuiiisioQera  of  Poichade  to  malEo  monthly  Returoa  to  « 
Progress.  Soon  after  we  were  favoiirod  with  a  Letter  fi 
£xceiry  requesting  Informatiua  on  sundry  Points  enumenb 
the  Prosid.  would  correspond  weekly  witli  the  (JommittM 
Id  a  few  Days  after  this  one  of  the  Committee  from  Camp  h 
TersatioD  with  the  President  of  the  State  on  the  Affairs  of  t 
&  received  every  Inforoiation  which  he  thought  proper  to 
parting  a  solemn  ossuraocc  ihatnulbing  would  be  omitted  I 
the  supplies.  Uuo  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Stat«  in  Coag 
khicnt,  also  took  down  a  Number  of  parlioulars  from  Ik 
vhioh  we  understood  were  communicated  in  Coogren  on  thi 
of  thDt  memlwr  of  the  Committee  who  remained  io  Tow 
Beginning  of  this  Month,  &,  yet  on  the  13th,  without  Mekil 
Satisfitction,  signed  the  Letter  incloMd.  Another  Membei 
eome  to  Town,  to  whom  this  Intclligenoe  could  iiot  huve  ■{ 
important,  as  no  such  lujuir;  has  been  mode  or  Isfbronli 
fur  several  Days  since  his  Arrival.  We  onnnot  help,  tberafia 
the  Committee  have  indulged  some  personal  or  publiek  U«M 
which  wa  ore  not  oonsoious  of  affording  any  Cause,  and  bK 
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far  to  Btka  it  eerttin  &  gne  these  aesaraneee  we  mvst  wait  for 
UBoee  A  Betaros  from  our  Commisuonera,  who  reside  in  distant 
n%  where  there  are  no  regular  Posta,  &  other  Conyeyano^  are 
lain.  It  nlflo  frequently  happens  that  these  Commissioners  are 
i  from  their  own  Homes  a  Week  at  a  Time  on  this  Business, 
aot  be  expeeted  to  correspond  with  mercantile  Punctuality. 
iCw  it  to  the  oandid  Judgment  of  any  unprejudiced  Person 
sr  ii  has  been  poesible,  in  so  extensive  a  Btate,  many  of  our 
lissionerB  residing  above  100  Miles,  &  the  most  oonsiderable 
'80  from  this  PlaoCi  in  the  space  of  about  8  Weeks,  to  obtain 
Humte  Information  which  the  Committee  requested.  But  we 
M  aoknowlged  the  Receipt  of  their  Letters,  neithw  have  wo 
ftott  Congress,  or  the  General,  on  this  subject,  because  how- 
immj  be  a  Duty  of  private  Civility,  we  have  never  understood, 
M  it  been  before  expected  from  publick  Bodies  barely  to 
vledge  the  delivery  of  Letters.  If  we  are  mistaken  it  was  an 
IB  Judgment,  which  we  should  have  rectified  upon  the  slightest 
rtioD.  Before  the  Committee,  therefore,  thought  proper  to 
m  their  Besentment  in  so  indignant  a  Strain  we  think  they 
1  have  requested  the  Acknowledgment  our  Omission  of  which 
ni  their  feelings'  so  much.  Struggling,  as  Congress  must  be 
le  we  are,  with  Numbers  of  disaffected  in  the  very  Bowels  of 
lie ;  our  Government  weakened  by  an  unwearied  Oppositioo, 
m  Views  a  Part  of  your  Committee  are,  we  believe,  very  favour- 
lispoeed ;  the  Frontiers  incessantly  &  clamorously  demanding 
r  Support  of  Men,  Money  &  Froviiiions  to  defend  them  against 
ivages,  &  devoting  ourselves  to  the  publick  Cause  without  the 
nission  of  a  single  Day,  (Sunday  frequently  included)  it  is  very 
k  not  a  little  discouraging  to  be  held  out  to  the  Army  as  we 
ieaaon  to  think  we  have  been,  &  as  we  hereafter  may  be  to  the 
I,  as  the  Author  or  at  least  the  Causes  of  Misfortunes  which  it 
ttmble  for  us  to  prevent.  We  have  experienced  the  Justice 
donr  of  Congress  on  former  Occasions,  we  rely  upon  it  again. 
Leave  to  assure  your  Excelt'y  that  neither  Labour,  Property, 
MB,  or  even  the  Regard  of  Life  itself,  shall  be  wanting,  if 
ad  in  the  common  Cause.  We  know  that  it  would  be  an 
mrable  Intrusion  on  the  publick  Business  to  read  all  the  in- 
Papera  in  Congress,  but  we  cannot  hielp  requesting  a  select 
iHee  would  peruse  them  ;  they  are  a  Part  of  the  Letters  of  a 
Month  only  on  the  Subject  of  Supplies,  &  will  show  that  no 
lint  or  Motive  has  been  left  unessayed  by  us  to  answer  the  views 
jsetations  of  Congress  at  this  important  Crisis.  And  had  the 
littee  been  as  disposed  to  approve  as  to  censure,  they  would, 
they  were  doing  the  latter,  have  informed  Congress  that  on 
le  Sxigency  for  Teams  to  transport  Flour  from  Trenton,  the 
y  of  Bucks,  in  24  Hours,  furnished  a  very  considerable  Nnm- 
le  Inhabitants  cheerfully  leaving  their  Work,  in  a  busy  Season, 
ist  in  the  publick  Servioe ;  and  tliot  now  500  fine,  unoxccp- 


4S2  PENNSTLYANIA  ABCHIVES  1780.   . 

tionable  Recruits  (only  a  pari  of  our  quota,)  have  been  tbrnm  k 
the  Peonsylva.  Line  on  the  course  of  three  Weeks.  What  will 
do  farther  we  must  beg  Leave  to  defer  till  we  have  aqme  nhrtnil 
Ground  to  go  upon.  In  the  mean  Time  we  leare  it  to  the  WUl 
of  Congress  to  express  their  Opinion  to  the  Gommitfee  ia  M 
Manner  as  they  think  most  conducive  to  the  publiek  Good.   1 


are  unwilling  to  enter  into  any  altercation  with  them, 
sensible  that  precious  Time  is  often  wasted  &  true  Harmony 
eflfccted  by  such  Discussion. 

We  now  beg  Leave  to  conclude  with  one  short  Observarioo.  ^ 
we  find  from  Experience  &  the  Nature  of  our  Qovemmenta,  If *ll 
would  insure  success  we  roust  convey  a  genera]  Knowledge  A  Mi 
a  general  Approbation  of  our  Measures  among  the  People,  k  fk 
such  coercion  &  Imitation,  especially  with  well  disposed  M4od%'ft 
quently  disappoint  &  retard  our  desired  Purposes,  this  has  htttif 
ever  will  be  the  Case  with  all  free  Governments,  &  operates  M 
powerfully  with  us,  where  all  the  firmer  Bonds  of  Govern'  hsTS  Im 
dissolved  &  the  new  not  sufficiently  sanctified  &  established  by  Hdl 
&  Opinion.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  BmffA^ 
Begard. 

Your  Ezoell/s  Obed«  &  very  H'bble. 

Indaned,  1 780,  July  17th.  To  His  Excellency,  Samuel  H« 
ington^  Eisq.,  President  of  Congress. 


Instructions  to  Col.  Nicola,  1780, 
Sir, 

Being  anxious  to  promote  voluntary  Inlistment  ft  fill  up  AelH 
of  Pennsylvania  we  have  concluded  to  attempt  inlisting  Reenitsfl 
the  War  for  a  Bounty  in  Land  ft  Specie,  viz  200  Acres  of  good  Ul 
ft  8  half  Johannes  for  every  able  bodied  Recruit,  free  from  S^M 
Lameness  or  other  Disorder,  not  more  than  45  nor  less  thnl 
Years  of  Age.* 

No  Deserter  from  the  British  Army  or  Navy  or  Prisoner  of  Wi 
Apprentices  or  indented  Servants  to  be  admitted  to  enter. 

You  will  also  avoid  inlisting  Sailors  ft  Foreigners,  and  M 
especially  Frenchmen  on  any  I^retcxt. 

Besides  the  above  you  are  authorised  to  promise  a  Suit  of  CloiAi 
yearly  ft  Blanicct,  a  Pint  of  Rum  ^  Week,  with  Tobacco,  Sospj 
sundry  other  Necisaries  with  Pay  ft  Rations  as  the  Contioaiii 
Troops — They  are  to  serve  under  the  immediate  Command  of  69 
Washington. 

As  an  Encouragement  to  the  Sergeant  ho  will  have  a  SpiBP 
Dollar  or  60  Dollars  Continental  for  every  Recruit  he  inliitf  ff^ 
passes  muster. 

»  See  Got  Reo.,  Vol  XU.,  p.  481. 
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Aal  the  Oflieer  under  whose  Direction  the  Inlintment  is  iii<ide  will 
eiKitled  to 200  Dolltrs  GontiDental  Monejfor  his  Care  k  Trouble. 
Toa  will  be  ptrtioalurly  careful  not  to  suflFor  any  unfair  Practioes 
eilobing  Persons  by  putting  Money  in  their  Pockets,  or  such  like 
ito,  but  inlist  them  fairly  &  openly. 

Imj  Reeruit,  Care  being  taken  that  he  is  quite  sober,  is  to  be 
Mlsd  before  Mr.  Justice  Miller,  swearing  that  he  will  be  true  & 
Mtl  to  the  United  States  of  America,  &  that  he  will  serve  as  a 
Umt  during  the  present  War  in  the  Line  of  Pennsylvania  & 
il  he  will  be  obedient  to  his  superior  Officers  according  to  the 
ikiof  Diaeipline  &  War. 

Tm  will  once  a  week  or  oftener  report  your  Progress  k  take  all 
•  Oire  that  no  Recruits  desert  on  Board  any  Vessel,  for  this  End 
■  will  only  deliver  one  half  Johanna  as  the  Inlist ment,  one  when 
Mlsd  &  the  other  when  he  is  received  &  enroled  in  the  Regim'. 

iMfersft/,— 1780,  July  18.— To  Col.  Lewis  Nicola,  His  reoruting 
Mnetions. 


Pbbs.  Rbeb  to  Col.  Sam'l  Atlee,  1780. 

Philad%  July  19,  1780. 

It  is  with  real  Pleasure  T  sit  down  to  comply  with  the  Request  of 
«  Council  k  thank  you  for  the  complete  h  regular  Manner  in 
Ml  you  have  furnished  the  Volunteers  of  Lancister  County.  We 
•  wnsible  that  it  was  a  Work  of  no  small  Difficulty  k  Trouble  in 
Douitry  where  the  Habits,  Manners  k  Opinions  of  the  People  are  so 
Milly  disinclined  to  military  Duties  k  Arrangements  k  of  which 
jMuter  County  has  so  great  a  Share. — We  can  truly  say  that  no 
mty  has  furnished  such  good  Men  k  such  regularity  in  forward- 
I  them  &  which  we  impute  in  a  great  Degree  to  your  good  Mnnage- 
iM  k  Care. — Capt  Hubley  went  on  to  Camp  k  gave  great  satis- 
ttn  from  the  Manner  in  which  he  executed  his  Orders.* 
I  am  with  due  Regard 

Sir  your  Obed<  &  very  Hbble  Serv* 

A>  Col.  Samuel  J.  Atlee,  Lieut,  of  Lancaster  County, 


Pres.  Reed  to  Col.  Wm.  Hbkrt,  1780. 

I  dnly  received  your  favour  of  the  8d  Inst  k  should  be  sorry  that 
V  thiog  in  my  Letter  to  Col.  Atlee  of  the  1"*  Inst,  should  be  con- 
'^  into  a  suspicion  of  the  Delay  of  Taxes  in  your  County  to  arise 
^  any  Neglect  much  more  misconduct  in  you.  I  assure  you  I 
^va  even  entertained  far  different  sentiments  k  should  have  done 

*  See  answer,  page  488. 


lAwhasappointod  &  which  her  own  RepresenUfciTeB  haf*  ti 
could  raise  within  a  given  Time.  I  beg  to  know  my  good  i 
Lancanter  county  cannot  pay  her  taxes  proportionally  i 
Counties — has  ahe  suffered  ^y  the  enemy — has  Famini^ 
Tempest  or  bad  seasons  deprived  her  of  the  Means— yoa 
with  me  in  the  negative.  Are  not  her  lands  good  ft  ti 
populous?  did  she  not  at  the  last  Heview  of  Property 
considerable  as  to  have  almost  double  the  number  of  Repit 
of  most  of  the  other  Counties — even  those  who  have  oi 
more  to  the  publick  Necessities  than  she  has  done,  you  will 
with  mo  in  this.  But  I  fancj  I  can  throw  some  light  on  t 
there  is  not  a  Week  but  some  People  from  your  Gountj 
chasing  Gold  &  Silver  in  the  city,  and  that  is  hoarded 
sacred  to  be  touched  for  Taxes.  The  Collectors  finding  Op; 
Difficulty  neglect  their  Duty  &  the  Commissaries  do  not  i 
the  only  severe  People  k  so  all  is  slow  tedious  &  dilatory— 
&  seasunable  exertion  could  once  take  place  all  these  ] 
would  vanish. 

The  Commissaries  proceeded  to  lay  the  Tax  you  obser 
mistaken  till  they  were  set  right,  but  the  real  Fact  is  they 
to  dispense  with  the  law  &,  tax  on  a  system  of  their  own,  i 
Delays  would  be  perpetual  &  unexcusable. 

The  Inclemency  of  the  Winter  we  can  readily  admit  as 
but  it  is  now  several  months  since  the  snow  disappeared 
not  at  this  Moment  a  great  arrearage  ;  surely  there  is— 'tli 
which  we  feel  most  sensibly.    The  Targe  sums  owing  by  Q 
&  Commissaries  will  doubtless  be  a  Bar  of  no  inconsiderable 
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Pju0.  Bskd  10  B&ia.  Ghnl.  Hand,  1780. 

PhiUda.  July  19,  1780. 


jojxT  Favour  of  the  12th  Inst,  out  of  Respect  to 
ol.  Batler'fl  Reeommendation  on  this  Head,  The  Gouneii 
•Died  to  their  Appointment,  but  I  mutt  on  this  Oocaaion 
done  on  ethers  suggest  Caution  to  the  Commanding  offieera 
Mil  on  taking  in  young  Gentlemen  to  do  Duty  previous  to 
atmeat.  You,  sir,  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Rules 
ihtd  Armies  not  to  be  sensible  that  it  is  unprecedented  & 
f  Inoonveniences  will  ensue,  Gen.  Sullivan  has  done  on  thia 
what  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  never  done.  However 
Ume  we  will  not  disappoint  the  Gentleman  of  their  Compa- 
re certainly  shall  do  so  in  any  future  Case, 
atler's  Conduct  &  Behaviour  has  on  all  occasions  been  too 
a  to  UB  to  suppose  he  would  intentionally  act  otherwise,  wo 
lim  as  a  valuable  deserving  officer  &  shall  on  all  occasions 
itlention  aocordingly. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  esteem. 

Tour  most  obed.  &  very 

Hbble  servt* 

Sen.  Hand. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  19, 1780. 

Mid  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your  Excellency,  &  the 

he  Council,  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Col.  Henry  Haller, 

Prisoners  at  Reading,  mentioning  a  great  scarcity  of  pro- 

ilhat  post;  where  there  are  about  one  hundred  prisoners  of 

Mid  take  the  liberty  to  request  that  orders  may  be  given  to 
^robasers,  or  oommissioncrs  to  deliver  to  the  Issuing  oora- 
it  Beading  as  much  provisions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
00  of  the  supplies  to  be  furnished  by  Penn%  for  the  army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  high  respect,  y 

Excellency's  most  obed.  humble  serv. 

by  order,        BEN.  STODDBRT,  See''. 

aedleney,  President  Reed,  present 

*  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XIT.,  p.  427. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Hemrt  IIallbb,  Esq.  1780. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Henry  Haller  Esq.j  GommiBBary  of  PrisoBfli 

at  Reading,  dated  July  15  1780. 
Sir, 

<'  This  day  the  issuing  Commissary  informed  me  that  he  had  Ml' 
Provisions  enough  to  lust  the  Prisoners  confined  in  this  Plioe  km 
days,  and  that  be  had  no  assurance  of  getting  any,  this  being  lbs 
Circumstance  I  cannot  avoid  troubling  you  on  the  Oooasloa  ain  if' 
there  is  not  a  supply,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  let  the  prisoneii  mv 
oonfined  in  Goal  go  to  work  with  the  farmers  and  therefore  etaaol 
be  accountable  for  them/' 
Directed^ 

Col.  Pickering. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  6bn.  Greene,  1780. 

Philad.,  Joly  19, 1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  15  Inst.*  came  to  Hand  last  Evening,  whfnb 
you  request  Information  (in  the  most  particular  Manner  the  Niton 
of  the  Thiog  will  admit)  what  Measures  are  taken  to  provide  tke 
Articles  rc<|uired  by  the  Committee,  when  they  will  be  read}-— ft' 
where  collected. — In  answer  to  the  first,  we  on  the        June  ttIM 
for  250  Waggons,  to  be  furnished  by  the  Counties  in  Quotas  j—tln 
Orders  for  this  Purpose  were  issued ;  some  of  them  have  oome  in— 
&  put  in  the  Hands  of  your  Officers,  after  finding  great  DifficuUj  ia 
procuring  Forage  &  Provisions  from  the  Continental  Officers,  wIm^ 
not  being  apprized  of  their  Destination  or  Use,  (of  which  we  cmait 
inform  them)  are  at  a  Loss  what  to  do  with  them.     ComnisiioMii 
have  been  appointed  to  procure  Forage,  &  Orders  also  given  wUk 
Respect  to  Horses ;  what  Progress  they  have  made  we  do  not  kaoVf 
because  the  Time  has  not  been  sufficient  since  the  Requisition  *ii' 
made,  viz.,  the  8*^  June,  to  make  any  considerable  Tryal,  &  nmhr 
less  to  have  any  Returns  &  Reports  made  on  which  any  i^epeDdean 
can  be  placed — But  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  by  ns,  eooo  9M* 
the  Resolution  of  February  was  past,  an  Act  of  Assembly  waislii' 
passed,  appointing  Commissioners  to  purchase  the  Articles  speciiii' 
in  that  Resolution ;  £100,000  was  struck  on  the  Credit  of  the  Stan 
for  that  Purpose,  &  the  General  gave  Directions  where  the  Snpplitf 
were  to  be  sent,  a  part  to  distant  Posts,  &  the  Remainder  to  tki 
Army.     These  Commissioners  have  been  acting  ever  sinoe;  bottki 
Money  meeting  with  Discouragement  &  Discredit  from  many,  Aerci 
those  who  had  agreed  to  take  it,  occasions  Delay  &  Difficulty.    A 
stimulate  &  give  them  an  Object,  we  have  now  assigQed  each  OooV 

*  Kot  found. 
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)i6ttof  the  Articles  required.  But  the  Demaud  is  so  enormous, 
irbejood  the  just  Proportion  &  Ablility  of  this  State,  that  we 
I  BO  Expectation  of  eomplying  with  it  f nllj — This  will  be  evident 
I  it  is  considered  that,  ezulusive  of  Transportation  it  Ezponse  of 
ation,  it  will  amount  to  oonoiderablj  more  than  half  the  31unej 
«d  by  Congress  since  the  Commencement  of  the  War,  &  we 
iwt  greater  Sum  than  all 'the  circulating  Money  of  the  whole 
.  For  your  Satisfaction  have  sent  you  a  Calculation  formed  on 
'kicea  when  fixed  by  Congress,  &  when  not  in  current  Prices— 
I  whole,  including  the  Expences  of  Civil  Goyemmcnt,  Cloathing 
Coers,  Refreshments  &  Supplies  of  various  Kinds,  amounts 
r  jean'  Taxes  of  the  State  in  Time  of  Peace,  &  with  a  flouriRh- 
IMe.  It  is  unnecessary  after  this,  to  say  that  this  Kequisition 
be  partial  or  extravugant,  &  that  it  cannot  be  complied  with 
fiilleat  Extent.  Nor  is  it  possible  for  us  to  say  to  what  Extent, 
[  we  receive  Information  from  the  several  Officers  among  whom 
IVB  divided  the  Demands,  &  upon  whom  we  have  also  called  to 
ow  far  they  can  be  complied  with — by  which  we  do  not  mean 
m  voluntary  or  even  moral,  but  a  Physical  i^ossihility.  I  must 
ibwrye  another  very  great  Difficulty  which  occurs  in  giving  the 
m  Information  which  we  would  wish  to  do  on  this  &  every 
Mn  :  that  the  Supplies  of  the  State  are  drawn  off  by  other 
nellswith  which  we  have  notauy  Comiiiuniciition,  but  act  entirely 
endent  of  us.  The  Commissary  of  Fraoco  is  mnking  Purchases, 
OB  a  Preference  of  the  Market  by  dealing  in  Specie. — An  Asso- 
B  of  Individuals  officially  unknown  to  govern m*  &  holding  no 
nnnicationa  with  it,  is  also  formed  t-o  supply  the  Army  in  some 
e  Articles  among  others  enumerated  for  your  Department.  It 
piible  to  form  a  Judgment  of  what  the  State  could  do,  if  the 
i  was  under  any  general  Direction,  to  which  these  several  Exer- 
would  be  subservient  &  assisting — but  when  there  arc  such  a 
llj  of  Draughts  independent  &  unknown  to  each  other,  it  is 
■iUe  to  ascertain  any  Supply  with  tolerable  Accuracy. 
•  Dependanoe  on  Pensylv'  is  too  great,  &  has  been  undoubtedly 
id  under  a  Combination  of  Errors,  Want  of  due  information 
•ted,  political,  &  even  Party  Views ;  it  may,  perhaps,  have  its 
kain  discrediting  the  Councils  of  Government,  so  fur  as  they  are 
i  discredited  by  not  perfonuing  Impossibilities ;  but  we  fear  it 
lUo  lead  to  other  Consequences,  material  &  fatal. 
I  do  not  like  to  deal  in  Conjectures,  wherein  our  own  Wishes  & 
ea  may  mislead  us ;  but  after  assuring  you  that  nothing  in  our 
r.wiU  be  omitted,  we  will  venture  to  state  what  Proportion  of 
Bm  may  be  expected  from  this  State,  if  Means  of  Payment  can 
Bud  in  Part,  so  as  to  draw  Credit  for  the  Residue. — We  hope 
>!fUe  to  execute  the  Kequisition  of  Congress  of  the  25  Fub^, 
If;  a  due  Consideration  to  the  Posts  in  tho  Country  &  on  the 
Utn,  which  are  indispensably  necessary,  &  whom  we,  thereforci 
id  aa  entitled  to  a  Part  of  the  Supplies  agreeable  to  an  Appro- 


428  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIYES   1780. 

pristion  made  by  the  Commatider  in  Chief.  We  hope  to  be  alb  ti 
furnish  yon  with  1000  Horses  &  250  Teams;  bat  of  the  hUerwt 
are  in  more  Doubt  than  any  other  Article,  as  yonr  Departmest  ha 
for  4  Years  drawn  its  principal  Supplies — so  that  tbo  State  is  eioni- 
ingly  exhansted.  Lancaster  County,  which  formerly  registered  1700, 
DOW  has  not  .530,  &  the  other  Counties  in  the  same  Proportion— Tki 
Waggon  Service  of  the  State,  for  which  we  never  got  Pfty  nor  Thnl% 
has  been  a  Burthen  nearly  equal  to  all  our  Taxes. 

These  I  have  given  you  as  authentick  Information,  and  u  piF  f 
tioular  as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  will  admit ; — but  to  oaonfaui  A 
l^ive  Attmrances /nundecf  upon  Erperiencens  the  Commitfee  Bt  Cm^ 
have  required,  would  take  Time  to  make  the  Experiment,  A  ftndMi 
Time  to  collect  the  necessary  Intelligence,  a»  well  as  to  digntft 
communicate  it 

Wc  experience  a  very  sensible  Defect  in  this  Plan  of  speeifek 
Supplies,  in  that  the  Principals  of  the  Q^  Master's  &  ComraisaiT'i 
Department  do  not  sufficiently  participate  of  the  Correspondaoei; 
was  it  carried  on  thro'  their  Medium  they  would  of  coarse  Bib 
suitable  Arrangements  with  their  Deputies  &  Assistants ;  wlwni^ 
at  present,  the  latter  having  no  Knowledge  of  the  Matter,  arssls 
lioss  to  make  the  proper  Issues,  keep  regular  EntrieSi  &  do  what  ffi 
must  necessarily  depend  upon  them  for. 

I  am,  in  Behalf  of  the  Council, 

and  with  much  Esteem, 

Sir,  Your  roost  obed. 

1  &  very  Hbble.  Servt 


Francis  Swainb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780.    - 

Philadelphia,  July  19*',  1780. 
Sir, 

Lately  I  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your  Excellency's  Ordersi  fe0    \ 
repair  to  Camp,^  to  Issue  the  remaining  part  of  tbo  State  Clo(hi4 
on  hand.  Soon  after  my  Arrival  there,  was  Arrested  by  the  ComiodiiC 
Officer  of  the  Pennsylv.  Line,  and  Charged  with  abflenting  mjm 
from  Camp  without  leave,  neglect  of  Duty,  abuse  &  fraud. 

When  I  rcGciv'd  your  Excellency's  Instructions  to  Officiate  on  1^ 
Duty  of  Sub.  Clothier  to  the  State,  I  did  not  Conceive  myielf 
answerable  to  any  authority,  but  that  of  your  Excellency  ft  th* 
Executive  (Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  from  whom  ml 
your  Excellency  alone,  have  I  been  directed  in  my  Office  from  ti** 
to  time. 

Your  Excellency  was  pleas'd  in  a  former  Conversation  to  seqaM 
me  with  my  Duty,  viz.,  that  my  time  would  be  divided  ooeaaioaallf 
between  Camp  &  the  City,  as  Clothings  should  be  Issued  &  sappK^* 
wanted  for  the  troops.     Under   this  Supposition  it  was  that  1 M 
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Camp  without  a  special  Furlough  from  the  Commanding  Ofli("or,  and 
which  eveo  then  1  should  have  not  done,  had  not  the  Clothiog 
altogether  been  Isencd,  &  no  particular  dutj  in  Camp  required  my 
piwenoe.  Tour  Excellency  no  donbfe  ia  aoqnainted  with  the  pro- 
iiidiafv  of  ^  Goort  &  final  sentence,  I  roust  submit  to  it,  but 
OuiBoC.  help  making  my  first  obserration,  that  had  I  not  reli^  on 
yonr  SxeelMne/a  Instructions,  that  my  duty  would  be  alternatively 
m  the  City  &  Camp,  and  my  oppinion  that  I  was  only  under  the 
particular  Direction  of  your  Excellency  &  Council,  this  affair  would 
BOt  have  tnm'd  out  so  unfavourable  to  me. 

While  I  was  in  the  City  frequent  Orders  were  sent  to  me  by  your 
Szeellency  &  Connoii  to  Issue  Clothing  so  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  surprise  to  me  to  be  arrested  for  being  from  Camp, 
when  at  the  same  time  I  was  doing  my  Duty  here,  &  receiving 
Oiders  from  your  Excellency  &  Council. 

I  am  now  ready  to  come  to  a  final  settlement  &  Deliver  up  my 

El  ft  Voaehers,  at  the  same  time  permit  me  to  in  treat  your 
lenqy  &  Council  to  favor  me  with  the  pay  due  me,  my 
tnvellrag  &  other  expenses  have  been  great  and  far  beyond  what  I 
Ooneeived  when  I  Undertook  the  office. 

I  shall  sobmit  it  intircly  to  your  Excellency's  Justice  k  Eijnity, 
vfaat  iUowanoe  ought  to  be  made  to  me  Considering  the  Depreciation 
vhieh  has  taken  place  since  my  appointment 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect 

jonr  Excellency  most  Obedient 

&  Very  Humble  servant, 

FRANCIS  SWAINE. 

P.  8.  As  my  stay  in  the  City,  where  I  arrived  last  night,  is  very 
cxpeturife  it  will  be  a  particular  favor  to  me,  to  be  Dispatch'd  as 
"N»  tt  Possible. 

Bis  Jheellencj  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'.,  Presidcnt|  Market  Street. 


Pbesident  07  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  July  19, 1780. 
Rr, 

'  Tour  Excellency  will  observe  by  the  Papers,  and  Act  of  Congress 
^  the  IB^  Instant  herewith  enclosed,  that  the  Petition  of  Thomas 
^^H  ko.,*  and  the  Case  of  others  in  Fimilar  Circumstances  are 
**ferred  to  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Penn- 
9lnaia,  to  grant  such  Relief  as  they  shall  judge  just  and  reasonable. 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  427. 

Vol.  VIIL— 19 


Prm.  Bib>  to  Hubt  tt*t.t-—,  ITSOu. 


I  bsT«  reoei*ecl  both  jonr  Vtnxm  of  Um  12  A  16*  1 
■hould  bive  answered  eoooer  but  the  Fost  went  off  witha 
With  Kupect  to  the  fonner  we  hoped  M'  Loll  would  hm 
the  Te»ma  with  Floor  to  be  oarried  to  Buton  to  form  « 
there  egreeaUe  to  Oen.  Waehington't  Orden  or  if  no  Ai 
is  made  for  suoh  magasine  to  proofed  to  Guup  deiiver  d 
to  the  CommisMry  there  &  thea  epply  to  the  Q^  HuM 
further  Orders.  If  M'  Luts  eaonot  \ud  them  the;  mnat 
Ctrap  as  thej  are.  With  Respect  to  the  I'roTiMooi  m 
ourselves  that  the  CommisHionera  of  Porchaaee  ^  the  im 
tniasarj  had  settled  that  Point  bnt  if  not  joa  most  k 
Lata  who  mnat  supplj  ^a  natill  the  Orders  of  the  Boai 
arrive  which  I  this  Da;  proenred  A  whisfa  I  trast  will  n 
Dilficalties  on  this  Head. 

The  Qaneral  has  made  a  oonsiderable  Demsnd  for  Hon 
be  glad   to  know  how  roanj  joa  think  Berks  Gonntf  eoi 
oo  &  abort  Notice.     The;  ate  to  be  porahaaed. 
I  am  Sir 

Yoor  Friend  &  H 

P.  8.  Siw»  writing  the  abore  which  should  hM 
Teaterdays  Post  have  rec*  jonr  favoar  of  the  18'*  Instan 
been  alwsjs  apprchcDsive  of  great  difficulties  in  oalling  ou 
and  therefore  kept  baok  the  orders  a*  long  aa  poaaihlA. 
General  and  Committee  are  so  nressioff  that  I  oould  i 
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Inhange  of  sixty  for  one.  We  would  endeavour  to  spare  you 
,ef  Jkhkif  joo  oaQooi  do  withani  it.  The  Board  of  War  haTo 
US  a  Copy  of  your  letter,  about  Prisoners  wa  have  applied  to 
to  give  us  lEh  aooount  of  your  demands  and  we  will  direct 
to£wp  yoa  supplied  as  soon  as  we  hvre  their  plan  of  distri- 

Col.  Haller,  Reading,  Berks  County. 
ly  20, 1780. 


Pbks.  Rebd  to  Fbahcis  Bwaine,  1780. 


I  •  ■ 


seeived  your  Letter  of  this  Day,'*'  &  am  sorry  for  your  mis- 
le  whioh  I  apprehend  has  proceeded  from  too  great  an  attach- 
to  the  city  which  has  induced  you  to  stay  longer  from  Camp  than 
DDMstent  with  publick  service.  By  referring  to  your  appoint- 
yoa  will  obeerte  that  the  Dismission  of  the  Sub^lothier  was 
rtirely  in  the  Oencrars  Power,  &  that  the  appointment  only 
Ded  with  us.  The  best  Thing  you  can  now  do  will  be  to  make 
l|sr.  &  punetnal  settlement  of  sJi  your  Issues  acoounting  for  all 
IM.bcen  delivered  jou  so  as  to  enable  us  to  charge  the  United 
^..  I  observe  one  of  the  charges  against  you  was  Fraud  whioh 
f  JOU  will  be  able  to  clear  up  in  your  aooounts  or  the  Ooose- 
i^.will  be  still  more  prejudicial  to  you.  Tou  will  therefore 
lip  an  account  eharging  yourself  with  what  yon  have  recdved. 
CoL  Farmer,  &  discharging  yourself  by  your  Issues  at  Camp  & 
|)l  the  Case  was.  You  will  do  well  to  compare  this  with  Col. 
n,aocounts  &  then  carry  the  whole  to  Mess.  Miles,  Deane,  &. 
Mwei  Auditors  of  accounts  who  set  at  Shoemaker  Store  in 
r  Bifeet,  their  settlement  will  be  final,  &  when  produced  to  us 
^epevre  an  immediate  order  for  your  Pay  which  will  be  as  liberal 
leunstances  will  warrant. 

.  I  am  air, 

your  very  Hbbl.  serr. 

JOS.BSBD. 
Ula.  July  10, 1780. 

*  See  page  428. 
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PaR8.  Reed  to  His  Exgellenot  Thomas  Sim.  Ln^  €k 

BBKOB  OF  MaRTLAHD,   1780. 

Hb  Ezoell  Thomas  Sim  Lee,  Go?6rao«r  of  Maryltiidi  AuHfe 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Reqneat  on  the  21  alt*  I  have  the  Umm 
enclose  your  excella.  the  last  Embargo  Law  of  this  Slate.         i  .^' 

You  wil  lobservethat  it  expires  on  the  1*^  sept  next,  hot  is  j 
Assembly  of  this  State  will  meet  before  that  Timo,  I  think  '^ 
can  be  no  Doubt  but  that  it  will  be  renewed. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  much  Respect  &  Regard, 

Your  Exoells.  most  obt  Hbbl.  Sarr. 

JOS.  BBID. 

Indorsefff 

July  20, 1780. 


Pass.  Bbsd  to  Boabd  of  Wab,  1780. 

QflflBtlemen, 

Agreeable  to  my  Promise  yesterday  I  send  yoft  a  Copy  mj 
appropriations  of  the  supplies  as  made  by  the  Commander  la'Q 
upon  which  I  most  request  you  would  make  a  monthly  or  «l 
Distribution,  ft  to  which  our  Commissioner  of  Purcbases  vfl 
directed  to  conform.  By  a  farther  Requisition  of  the  Comnill 
Oamp,  we  are  directed  to  fnrtish  lbl66. 835  of  Beef  ^  ^^'^ 
a  greater  Quantity  having  been  supplied  in  the  late  Bxigencsal 
Army  than  the  whole  amount  of  this  in  a  Year,  I  appreheai 
State  ought  not  be  again  called  upon  unless  some  Deduction illi 
in  the  other  articles  which  will  be  quite  agreeable  to  us,  ft  ni  I 
to  enable  you  to  make  snob  Deduction ;  hsTc  sent  yon  a  Oif 
the  RequisiUon  from  Camp  together  with  the  Priocf  aanan 
amount  of  the  whole. 

And  am  with  much  Respect,  &  Esteem, 

Oent  your  obed.  ft  very,  Hbble  Serri 

The  Hon.  the  Board  of  War. 

Hi 
*  See  pages  854,  4dS. 


PIDINBILVANIA  ABGHIVIS  1780.  4St 

Fbahcib  Svaihb  to  Pkib.  Bebd,  1780. 

July  21tt,  1780. 

tl  had  ration  to  beliere  jonr  Bzeellenoy  wm  fully  aoquainted, 
with  tho  Ohargesy  ft  Sentanoe  of  tiM  Coart  martial,  I  oioitted 
hrther  relation  of  in  the  Letter,  I  bad  the  Honor  to  address 
vith  on  Wednesday  last,  bnt  as  it  appeara  by  Tonr  Excellency 
ir^that  that  was  not  the  case»  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  trans- 
iag  a  Copy  of  the  Charges  ft  Sentence  of  the  Court. 
DMooa  of  my  own  Integrity,  I  defy  the  man  that  Charges  me 
Amnd,  ft  am  happy  to  say  that  the  Court  did  Justice  to  my 
aeter,  in  acqniting  me  of  the  Infamous  Charges  to  wbich 
Ezeellency  is  pleased  to  refer. 

pveable  to  your  Excellenoys  Instruotion  I  shall  Immediately 
A'aOoount  of  the  Issues  of  Cloathing  delivered  to  me  before  the 
to|S|  in  order  to  procure  the  final  settlement  of  a  bosiness 
hin  its  Consequences  has  been  so  disagreeable  to  me. 
I  haye  the  Honor  to  be  with^ 

the  highest  respect|  your  Ezoellenoy'a 

moat  obedient  ft  yery  Humble  Seyt. 

FRANCIS  SWATNB. 

..&  Charged  with  absenting  myself  from  Camp  without  leaye, 
isi  of  Duty,  abnse,  &  fraud,  found  guilty  of  the  former  Chargeai 
tqnited  of  the  latter ;  sentence  to  be  Dismissed. 

FRANCIS  BWAINB. 

'•  B.  fhe  abnse  was  for  obliging  one  officer  with  a  pair  of  BootSi 
M»7  Disobliging  another. 
-.  F.  S.* 


Ip  Kzoellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  Market  Street. 


Ck>Y.  Les  of  Martlakd  to  Prbb.  Bied,  1780. 

Annapolu  21st  July,  1780. 
In  Council. 
» 

B  Pnrsnance  of  the  Request  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  Mary- 
It  ve  haye  transmitted  to  you  a  Copy  of  the  ''Act  continuing  the 
t  prohibiting  the  Exportation  of  Wheat,  Flouri  Rya,  Indian  Corn 
•>iotill  the  tenth  Day  of  September  next'' 
fon  will  poroeiye,  on  Perusal  of  the  Aet  sent,  that  so  much  of 
Inhibition  aa  relates  to  the  Exportation  of  any  of  the  enomer- 

«  Sea  pagaa  428,  481. 


^^■■■^" .',.;:.  '■"'-.!-  i,  .%*P'*^^»*^^^ 

4k^BoiiiJ  V^t^Mii  f^M^Kgiy  «*H^  op^  i>7  A«C^ 

Cbieffbr  I'lUg^  i^tiffljot«6Ww  thui  tU  jidfA 
Uoited  8tet^  ««i  povAry'tn&lf  ta  %)t9  ipUnMl  q 
eooeert  witt  iM^iwI  ft  amb*  «f  otf  OM*.  m  dmI 
vpoD  yonrgitaUaty-UuMmMJIj  gf  j»fcp^iig  witli  ll 
B«yy^t,>  Imw,  #i|^jra«^  would  b«  oar  Sittution  if  th 
in  whioh  oar  Alliei  were  inTitad  bj  CongrsM  to  a^at  Ui 
ntaiM  or Mill]>a)jktrMteiKlqc« »>«»•••«  jkn:^ 
«a4«r  tk»«MtMl.Ap|MlMliri»di  fitt  tlio  waeoemet  4 
Houona,  i?  wo  wr  itH  «bAM  4^  ibt-gatMMiM  fc<rif*M 
of  a*  M^MtiM  aUe*  to  atford  roppliei  of  manj  eMaM 
■mow  yM  *#,  (if.  pofdor  U  .«*  tho  .bighwt  mfiM 
batfl  theroibrt  moat  ewnortl;  to  ^opM  «f  Jih>^  llwfffl 
Han'bUiGotiiicil  tlut  joa  wonld  lend'  out  (rf  tk«  9toM  I 
TOOT  State  all  tho  powder  70a  oan  poniblj  ipara ;  « 
furtiMi:  ttt  a^tgaat  jq^-  itmaJVV.  jb4«too»  i^jprn 
Credit  of  the  State,  aa  mnoli  aa  can  lio  hid  ftom  Didini 

Jon  will  be  pleaaed  to  take  tKrciIllM  opportBiiit< 
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n  piH  of  the  qaantity  lent,  we  can  at  any  time  accomodate  tbom 
^kn  desired  &  we  shall  not  fail  to  return  the  whole  the  first 
iiikthi  iTe  have  it  in  our  power. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Bespcet 

yoar  very  obed*  8enr«»., 

EICHARD  PETERS. 

By  Order  &  in  Behalf  of  the  Board.* 

.  Oa  public  Service. 

Fn  Excellency  The  President  &  The  Hon'ble  Council  of  Penn- 
dnia,  Philad\ 

(War  ft  Ordnance  Office.) 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1780. 

["  War  Office,  July  22, 1780. 

'  f-Kaye  the  honor  to  inform  yon,  that  the  requisition  from  Camp, 
liMtiotied  to  be  tent  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  yesterday,  was 
tfttad  to  be  inclosed. 

|/       I  have  ^he  honor  to  be 

With  high  respect 

y  Excellency's  mo.  obed.  Hble  Serv*, 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Sec'. 


4. 

I  '■ 


His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 
Wur  Office. 


Conrad  Eridbr  to  Prbs.  Bred,  1780. 

Allen  Township,  Northampton  County,  July  the  22%  1780. 

[av  it  please  your  Worship, 

I  Received  the  orders  from  tho  24<^  of  June  last,  to  make  up 
uidy  Teams  in  this  County  of  Northampton,  to  send  to  our  Army, 
hieh  Teams  1  Expected  to  make  up  in  a  short  time  but  finding 

Slf  venr  much  disappointed  by  the  utmost  of  my  Exertion  and 
g  all  Methods  in  my  Power  Vis.  first  I  sent  to  all  my  Depntiea 
I  Bute  op  such  a  Number  of  Teams  sceordiog  to  the  Strength  of 
ieir  Districts  without  fail  and  to  bring  in  a  true  account  of  all  those 
ho  had  not  taken  the  Oath  of  Alegianoe,  but  they  got.  only  three 

*  See  CoL  Bed.,  Xot  XH.,  p.  483. 


HonM  shot  and  Ibddar  found  for  &U  firon  the  ''y'Tfl 
obliged  to  inliit  Drifon  for  «*  8  Tetmsi  and  lo  mfmmkm 
WogA  down  nnd  to  Ptooiise  tlie  BaMTiM  oi^^MQi'aiiilAl 
WM  obliged  to  famish  the  Waoon  Master  with  Mmmj^ 
the  wsnto  of  said  Teams  on  the  Road,  idiieh  I  did  wvAl| 
and  send  the  Teams  off  last  week  Eleven  in  NamberTp 
Militia  which  Asnsted  bj  taking  said  Eight  Teams  I  wan 
Promise  Reasonable  Wages  and  did  pajsosse.  •  fJl 

Farther  I  most  aoqaaint  the  Honorable  the  Couult 
Depnties  onder  me  that  |  ofui  get  none  in  m j  Distrisi 
more  for  bie  fai  sneh  Basmess,  Their  Bxoose  and  Gobi 
their  sernoe  tbev  had  c^doo  Jast  jeari  and  bavins  no(  nm 
<heir  Wafep  avd  what  ithej  had.  dne  wa^i,  too  little  and  ify 
any  more  withoni  having  ibst'Beoeived  what  thej ' 
then  to  know  a  oertainty  what  Wages  ^  to  be  after,  i 
the.  Farmers  have  the  same  Ezonse  and  Obmplafai.  I 
take  thb  into  Consideration  and  furnish  me  with  Monoj  si 
Perform  mj'fNrodiile  for  it  it  not  PMiUe  for  me  to  |pl  i 
to  go.  withrat  Moi»u. ; 

.  I  am  jonr  most  Obedient 

'Hatiblo:Sorfinl^     ,[U 

CONRAD  KBli 

W.M. 

JKrededf  ■  .  -i 

To  the  HonotaUe  the  FkesMent  and  Connod  in-fll 

Pennsilvania.  ^ 
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wi  were  aooommocUted  by  your  Board  with  the  temporary  Use  of 
aSBhooner.  We  harenndentood  that  the  Navigation  of  Uudsona 
t  other  RiTera  which  make  a  Part  of  the  CommaDicaUon  of  the 
Gmiiieiift  have  beoi  eoueidered  aa  Objects  of  general  Proteotion— - 
W0  BittBt  therefore  request  yon  to  take  this  Matter  into  Consideration 
b  Ae  Been  Time  to  gite  na  immediatie  Aasiatanea  we  have  «  Sloop 
brt  she  is  now  in  Continental  Serriea  at  Cheater  which  we  naat 
iwll  for  this  Porpose  if  we  cannot  haye  some  relief  from  the  Uni* 
■JBtstas  Capt  Boys  will  wait  on  you  to  know  your  Determination 
^  the  Hatter  lays  with  the  Adm'  mnat  request  you  to  aend 
iMtat  to  thai  Board. 

I  am  Qtni. 

m 

respHQclfnlly  Tour  Obed. 

Hbble  Senrt. 

Jdj  22, 1780. 


* 

Col.  Sah.  J.  Atlbk  to  Pbes.  Rekd.  1T80. 

The  high  Bounty  given  by  Philad*  has  fairly  put  a  Btop  to  the 
ENnitioff  Volunteers  for  my  County.  I  find  the  greatest  difficulty 
iipoAiriog  a  man  here  with  a  Bounty  of  £2  or  3000 — What  [ 
k^tiitherto  got  has  been  for  from  £1000  to  1200.  The  Assess- 
jMati  were  generally  laid  for  those  Sums  and  the  Expenoea  attend- 
ieg  the  Collections. 

'IJu»pe  however  to  be  able  to  send  my  Quota  as  soon  aa  the  Har- 
VMti  are  in,  before  that  time  I  am  confident  more  cannot  be  pro* 
^QKd— Herewith  your  Excellency  will  receive  Nine  Volunteers  all 
1  hare  at  present. 

I  am  your  Exoellenoy  Most  Ob* 

&  very  Hble  Serv*, 

SAM.  J.  ATLEB. 
Wy  2S«,  1780. 

(Public  Service.) 

bis  Excellency  Joseph  Beedi  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
ftettylvania. 


19* 


to.  JMt  aadflr  tta  iniMdutoj  at  :apeaul  dmotwaa  iC  U 

whg  wrote  to  ma  tamt  time  ago  th&t  I  must  foAithinilj 
the  NflBBiitry  nippliee  of  PntrinofB,  u  I  wu  appoiBtad  < 
for  the  Count;  of  Berks :  But,  u  I  appTehena  tbsl  I 
appropriate  an;  of  the  Stete  Mone;  whioh  I  faaye  alraadj 
Comrrili  fbr  itra  pnrpoae  of  porohiHiig  Flesh  or  Liqnor  m 
but  to  purchase  Flour  &  Fomge  ootj  for  the  Use  of  th 
therefore  1  ihoold  be  glad  to  know  wlio  ie  to  furniiih  w  .1 
for  aome  method  must  immediately  take  place,  as  thia  t 
thin  Moment  for  want  of  Provisions. 

1  wrote  to  Col.  Blaine  in  conBequeneeorhisdirectiBg  ml 
Frovisiooa,  requesting  him  to  foroiBh  me'with  Cash,  bat  1 
none,  ft  witboQt  it,  it  is  imponible  for  me  to  procure  FIm 
I  un  joar  Ezoellencjs 

moot  obedient  humble  Serrant 

MICHOLAS  LIT 
C'ofP 

On  Public  Serrioe, 

To  bis  Bieellene;  JoMph  lUed,  Baqr.,  Pnndent  of  tk 
£zeontire  Oonnoil  of  Pennijla.,  Philad'. 

Sau'l  J,  AlLXB  TO  Pus.  BssD,  1780. 

Feqoet,  Jnly  24A 
Sir, 

Your  obliging  Favor  of  the  19th*  came  aafe  to  Imd  I 
Mr.  SimoD'a  of  lAncaaler,  in  whioh  joa  are  pleased  to  nq 
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Amfi  Im9%  been  able  to  have  gone  mooh  further  into  the 
nidug  the  Yolanteera.  had  it  not  been  for  the  extravagant 
m^  given  by  jonr  Cfity  and  some  GouDtiei  nevertheleM  I 
I  ^|iortl J  to  make  up  m j  Quota,  when  I  promiae  m jfi^  the 
we  of  pacing  mj  personal  Compliments  to  to  your  exoellenoy 
{QiMinoili  till  when  I  eaonot  leave  the  Gonuty. 
ji^ve  been  oUiged  to  break  thro'  my  regular  sistem  in  the  late 
dbg^t  sent  off  on  Sundav  laaty  whieh  consisted  onlv  of  Nine, 
ner  thongjit  it  proper  to  keep  them  here  nnimployed,  nor  to  be 
jsexpenoe  of  chargpng  an  Officer  with  so  few.  Gajp*  McClelland 
■B  Linis  has  promised  to  have  an  Eve  frequently  upon  themj 
seTinaroh — so  that  I  hope  your  Bzcellenoy  will  receive  them. 

-  J  beg  my  Compliments  to  Couneill 

ft  believe  me  Sir  your  Bzoellenoy's 

most  Obd*  and  very  humble  Scrv* 

SAM'L  J.  ATLEE. 

0  bis  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  EsqnirSi  President  of  the  State 
llMB^lvania. 


Council  to  Sam.  Ltok,  1780. 

In  CouDcily 

Philadelphia,  July  24%  1780. 

lerswith  you  will  receive  sundry  blank  rcftnms  with  which  we 
nl  y<>n  will  report  to  us  once  a  Month  what  progress  you  make 
Ito  important  busioess  intrusted  to  you,  noting  any  remarks 
k  may  oceur.  Wc  must  entreat  you  to  double  your  exertions  in 
irlblesof  flour  and  forage  which  will  soon  bo  much  wanted.  And 
'  bearing  now  a  settled  price  or  at  least  one  much  more  so  than 
erfv  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  procure  a  ooosiderable  quantity. 

Philadelphia  price  at  present  is  eighty  pounds  Continental 
•y  and  so  in  state  Money  at  thc^rate  of  sixty  for  one  which  you 
authorised  to  give  deducting  the  expence  of  transportation  to 
iddphia  market  this  will  serve  therefore  not  only  as  a  rule  fdr  the 
taf  the  article  but  of  the  Transportation.  We  find  ourselves  now 
trained  to  deviate  from  the  direction  laid  down  formerly  of  not 
lining ;  the  quantitied  of  articles  said  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  die- 
ted are  too  considerable  and  their  obstinae^  and  perverseness  too 
lioua  to  allow  ua  to  pursue  this  line  of  conduct  and  more  especi- 
ae  you  have  money  which  will  answer  all  the  important  and  neoefh 

purposes.  But  we  desire  you  to  conduct  it  with  as  much  modera- 
•an  is  eonaiatent  with  a  firm  and  fidthfnl  discharge  of  your  duty 
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and  avoid  ttnneoessary  ezpenoes  aa  muefi  aa  t>08tible.  9! 
mittee  of  Gongresa  at  Camp,  the  Oeneral,  the  Army  and  in  ilk 
one  seems  to  place  great  dependaDce  on  as  we  shall  therefoi 
oeedioKly  blamed  if  the  great  operations  now  in  hand  ahonh 
•ny  deleieney  of  oars.  The  French  fleet  and  foroes  areaotoalli 
to  co-operate  with  ns  in  driving  the  enemy  ont  of  the  Co« 
you  must  impress  every  one  with  the  importance  of  the  i 
The  State  money  has  got  into  very  general  and  easy  oil 
especially  sinoe  it  became  receivable  in  Taxes  besides  which 
also  some  continental  which  you  maj  have  if  you  are  of  ii| 
will  facilitate  your  business.  Yoo  may  therefore  draw  vpd 
Thirty  thousand  Pounds  which  we  will  punctually  nnwti 
Congress  having  by  their  Committee  at  Camp  assigned  4 
the  respective  states,  Ire  have  also  quota'd  the  respective  ( 
and  must  call  upon  your  County  for  150  Barrclls  of  Fl 
Bushels  of  short  forage,  500  Oallons  Whisky  ^  month,  160 
of  Flour  to  be  forwarded  to  Fort  Pitt  and  supplied  to  the 
Carlisle  in  due  proportions.  It  might  bo  proper  for  yoA 
the  several  townships  if  you  do  not  find  it  likely  that  v 
sellers  will  supply  you  fully.  In  ordering  the  Tranaporli 
request  you  will  settle  the  matter  fully  with  Col.  Davidj  tfa 
portatiov  being  a  Matter  of  Continental  Concern. 

The  Harvest  being  now  chiefly  got  iu^  and  the  atoek 
Country  to  be  oomputed  with  some  precision  we  defeire  you  ^ 
soon  as  possible  report  to  us  what  well  grounded  ezpectati 
have  of  rendering  the  supply  above  required.  And  if,  (i 
hope  will  not  be  the  case)  yon  do  not  find  it  probable  to  i 
the  wiiole  to  inform  us  what  you  can  furnish  with  as  much  \ 
as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit. 

You   may  remember  our  first   instructions   called  for 
Returns,  we  have  yet  had  but  two  in  the  whole,  you  wil 
therefore  in  future  very  particularly  to  the  direction  first  | 
sending  the  Returns  once  in  two  weeks  aa  it  is  of  great  im 
to  know  what  success  you  meet  with. 

We  depood  very  much  on  your  care  and  attention  aiM 
Assembly  have  given  us  a  power  to  increase  the  allowanoe . 
service  we  shall  uso  it  for  your  benefit  according  to  the 
rendered. 

The  supply  of  Fort  Pitt  is  become  a  Matter  of  ▼«] 
Concern  &  we  hope  you  will  fall  upon  proper  Measurse 
Purpose  as  that  Post  is  of  great  importance  to  this  Stal 
Country  in  general.  You  wiU  let  us  hear  from  you  in  Al 
this  aa  soon  as  may  be  &  am 

Sir  Your  Obed.  Hbble 

1780,  August  1**.  To  Samuel  Lyon,  Esquire  Com'  P*  < 
land  Coubty. 
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In  Goanoily  ^ 

Philrf^,  July  24*  1780. 

nA  jon  will  reodlfe  sandry  Blank  Retonis  with  which  wn 
ha  will  report  to  us  onc«  in  2  Weeki  what  Progress  yon 
the  important  Baskiess  intmsted  to  you,  noting  aliy 
i  wbioh  may  occur.  We  must  entreat  yon  to  double  yoor 
r  In  the  Articles  of  Flour  k  Forage  which  will  soon  be 
ated.  And  Flonr  having  now  a  settled  Price  or  at  least  one 
rfi  io  than  fbrmeriy  we  hope  you  will  be  able  to  forward  a 
Me  Quantity.  The  Philad*  Price  at  present  is  £80  Gon- 
■one^  &  so  in  State  Money  at  the  Rate  of  60  fbr  one  which 
bAonied  to  ^ve  deducting  the  Expense  of  Transportation  to 
IT  an  equal  Distance,  &  so  in  Proportion  to  the  Distmnce  be 
1^  less,  this  will  serve  therefore  not  only  as  a  Rule  fbr  the 
the  Article  but  of  the  Transportation.  We  find  ourselves 
lined  to  deviate  from  the  Direction  laid  down  formerly  of 
ing;  the  Quantities  of  Articles  said  to  be  in  the  Hands 
isafiected  are  too  considerable  &  their  Obstinacy  k  Per- 
too  notorious  to  allow  us  to  pursue  this  Line  of  Conduct 
especially  as  you  have  Money  which  will  answer  all  the 
t  ahd  necessary  Purposes.  But  we  desire  yon  t6  conduct 
a  much  moderation  as  is  consistent  with  a  firm  &  faith  full 
B  of  your  Duty  &  avoid  unnecessary  Expense  as  much  as 
The  Committee  of  Congress  at  Camp,  the  G^eneral,  the 
in  short  every  one  seems  to  place  great  Dependanoe  on  us, 
therefore  be  exceedingly  blamed  if  the  grcA  Operations 
Snnd  should  fail  by  any  Deficiency  of  ours.  The  Frenoh 
Totees  are  actually  arrived  to  co-operate  with  us  in  driving 
sy  out  of  the  Country  &  you  must  impress  every  one  with 
irlanoe  of  the  Occasion.  The  State  Money  has  got  into 
ml  k  easy  Circulation  especially  since  it  beoMlie  receivable 
hesides  which  we  have  also  some  Continental  which  yon 
a  if  you  are  of  Opinion  it  will  facilitate  your  Business. 
'  therefore  draw  upon  us  for  which  we  will  punctually 

The  Congress  having  by  their  Committee  at  Camp  assigned 
>  the  respective  States  we  have  also  quota'd  the  lespective 
k  must  call  on  your  County  for 

ht  be  proper  for  you  to  quota  the  several  Townships  if  yon 
id  it  likely  that  voluntary  sellers  will  supply  you  folly.  In 
the  Transportation  we  request  you  will  settle  the  Matter 
li  the  Waggoners  &  give  them  explicit  k  plain  Directions 
lo  k  where  to  deliver  their  Loading,  their  Subristance  Ac, 
rery  inconvenient  to  have  them  calling  upon  us  on  these 


.MbfMi;  UeO.  Jiljc  M».    Ite  UwOmI*  4tf  PwfeM 


Pm.  Bn»  m  Boufr  o«  V^  iTMi*i 


M'  M'>  Hlilin  «ar  OiiMnii— J  far  ii>  mwuM  oI  a«i!  fli 
«IimA  vM  ban  hw  Baport  wkkfc  «  BAib  kM  Amow  Ik 
<ff«  wU  it  had  bm  mn  w|d«  «  «4  ibtMU  vitk  nj 
^  jMkMaall  llM*«MUUaaHr«d  Inw  U*  aMMMMfd 
•uf^rttoKllMBiMr.  Xkm  QoaaAy  m  ioo  faawwiwi 
pBrpMW  joa  kan  hinlad  ■%&  it  «mU  U  too  hHMI 


.whiek  wo^  >BEPMB  ai^t  ba  )iine»ad  Aw  Ika  OMih  *:) 
bilwghig  toaoMs  FMBshmen  in  Town  bafc  m  (•  Otii^ 
Ah  luglti^m  that  titt  AttUapt  la.Vii»cin«»  OndlkaMi 
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K  Bud  to  Col.  Ab.  SMtrn,  Libut.  of  Gumbkblaitdu 

1780. 


If  Jfrenoli  Fket  with  •  ooniiderable  Body  of  Lsnd  Foreat  being 
iPj.Mlived  Afc  Bhode  lalaod  we  are  dow  called  od  by  the  Generiu 
Mgreas  to  give  them  effectual  &  ample  asaistaooe  both  ia  Men  ft 
iliea  in  order  to  strike  a  capital  Blow  &  bring  this  long  fttcdiona 
to  a  favonrable  Isane.     Hafing  promised  our  generous  ally  thai 
mioiM  will  be  joined  by  a  sufficient  Body  of  Men  here  ror  the 
bvigoroos  operations  &  finding  that  the  Troops  belonging  to  tbli 
B  a  the  Continental  Army  are  more  reduced  than  we  expected 
n  obliged  to  oall  for  the  Volunteers  raised  in  your  County  to 
me  naia  mrmy  or  draw  off  a  greater  Proportion  of  Militia  than 
Id  be  perhaps  convenient  or  agreeable.     You  will  therefore  on 
upt  hereof  immediately  put  the  Volunteers  in  motion  for  this 
'  under  the  Care  of  suitable  officers  to  prevent  Desertion  k 
«•  them  necessaries  on  the  Road  and  also  call  upon  three 
A  of  the  Militia  to  be  in  Readiness  for  actual  service  and  to 
ik  aft  a  Moments  Warning.    Two  Classes  are  destined  in  Con- 
Blioii  with  the  Militia  from  the  oounties  to  form  a  Corps  of  4000  Men 
lir  the  Command  of  the  President  of  the  State  to  assist  in  the  opera- 
Hof  the  main  Army.     The  third  Class  to  go  to  the  Relief  of  the 
■tisn  in  Lien  of  the  Volunteers  intended.    As  we  hope  this  Year 
loperiy  improved  by  us  will  put  an  end  to  the  War  we  flatter  onr- 
mthe  good  People  of  your  County  being  perswaded  we  can  have 
iljesft  in  View  but  the  general  Good  wiU  readily  conform  to  our 
iciions  both  in  Respect  to  the  Volunteers  A  the  Militia  as  we 
^promised  the  General  our  fullest  Exertions  and  DiBappointment^^ 
t'M  attended  with  the  greatest  Disgrace  ft  Injury  to  the  Common 
M  u  well  as  this  State  in  particular.    On  this  occasion  we  hope 
f  ft  the  Sub^Lientenants  will  exert  yourselves,  remove  any  dii- 
ienls  explain  the  great  Necessity  ft  rolioy  of  co-operating  effee- 
1^  with  onr  Allies  as  the  best  Means  to  relieve  themselves  from 
Hy  Kxpenaes  ft  Burthens  ft  bring  the  War  to  the  happy  ft  favonr- 
k  Mie  we  have  been  long  contending  for. 
^e  depend  much  on  your  Zeal  &  Activity  at  this  important  Crisis 
Iksr  mentioning  that  all  both  Volunteers  ft  Militia  will  do  well  to 
in  themselves  as  completely  as  possible  espeoially  in  Blankets 
eh  are  not  to  be  had  here.    I  remain  Sir, 

Your  Obed  ft  very 
Humble  Ser. 

JOS.  REEDi  Presid. 

K  8.  As  we  are  sensible  that  the  Apprehensions  of  the  Indiana 
I  be  a  Difficulty  with  the  People  in  some  Parts  of  your  County  to 
le  forward  we  have  thought  it  beat  to  leave  it  in  yonr  Diaoration 
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to  relax  some  part  of  tho  within  order  bo  for  as  not  to  call  upon  tV 
People  oyer  the  North  MouDtain  for  Volanteers  or  Militia  if  it  givM 
too  great  UDcaaiDess  bat  in  this  Case  we  must  depend  npon  tki 
otheig  oomiDg  forward  so  as  to  make  up  350  Militia  &  all  the  Vol» 
teers  except  those  raised  in  these  Parts.  Bat  it  is  certain  that  tii 
true  Mode  to  relieve  the  Frontiers  is  to  drive  the  British  ont  of  th 
Goantry  we  shall  then  have  Peace  on  our  Borders  10  well  mtk 
interiour  Country  ft  sea  Coast. 

Indoriedj 

July  25, 1780.    To  Colonel  Abiaham  Smith  Lioatenant  ctOm 
berland  County. 


Pbes.  Rbbd  to  Col.  Wm.  Soott,  Libutenaft  or  Ton 

County,  1780. 

To  Col.  W.  Sootty  Lieutenant  of  York :  1 

Sir, 

When  I  last  wrote  you  as  Lieut,  of  the  County,  out  of  Afissta 
to  the  good  People  of  the  Frontiers — whose  exposed  Gonditioa  etsilri 
our  tenderest  Concern — we  directed  the  Volunteers  raised  in  j«^ 
County  to  proceed  immediately  to  that  Country.  Sinoe  that  lSa% 
the  French  Fleet  is  arrived  with  a  powerful  Succour  &  sangdM 
EKpectations  of  putting  an  End  to  toe  War  by  the  most  vigwM 
Exertions ;  for  this  End,  Congress  have  ensaged  to  join  them  viA 
ft  powerful  Body  of  Troops,  &  we  are  called  on  by  the  Gkneial  k 
Congress  to  fill  up  our  Continental  Battalions,  which  are  very  mxA 
reduced  by  Deaths  &  other  Casualties.  We  are  therefore  infr 
pensably  obliged  to  countermand  those  Orders,  &  direct  the  Yot 
un teers  to  march  immediately  to  this  City  under  the  Care  of  disciiil 
ft  prudent  Officers,  who  will  keep  them  collected,  ft  bring  them  h 
good  Order,  in  two  or  three  Parties,  as  may  be  most  convenient  ft 
agreeable.  Tho  Quarter  Masters  ft  Commissaries  on  the  Road  ksfi 
Orders  to  supply  them  with  what  is  needfal.  Lancaster  County  ktf 
set  a  very  good  Example  in  this  Respect,  having  sent  exceediil 
good  Men  ft  in  good  Order.  They  will  do  well  to  come  provided  wilk 
Cloathing  as  much  as  possible,  ft  especially  Blankets,  there  bshi 
none  to  be  procured  here  for  Money.— The  State  has  also  been  esIM 
upon  for  40  )0  Militia,  to  form  a  Corps  to  act  with  the  main  AmYi 
these  will  be  commaDded  by  the  President  of  the  State,  who  will  MP 
the  Field  as  soon  as  the  Men  are  ready  ft  General  Washington  oidtfi 
their  March.  Your  Quota  will  be  3^0  Men,  exclusive  of  Offioeit-^ 
for  which  End  you  will  immediately  call  upon  three  Classes;  or  if 
they  should  not  furnish  that  Number  of  marching  Men,  yon  flii^ 
proceed  to  a  fourth  Class.  Yon  will  have  them  properly  arran^i 
their  Officers  fixed,  their  Equipments  as  complete  as  possible,  ft  hM 
themselves  in  actual  Readiness  to  march  at  a  Moment's  Waraiif 
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Ibd  16  Aagolty  ve  have  do  Doubt,  they  will  be  required  to  be  tl 
BeadeBTmu  on  ibe  BankB  of  the  Delaware,  ao  that  jou  will  mo 
Rhm  18  to  be  loat  Every  Man  who  briuga  hie  own  Anna,  will 
flowed  one  hard  Dollar,  or  CO  Gontinental  DoUara,  for  the  Use 
..  ■  We  beg  the  Number  of  OSoera  maj  not  be  out  of  Proportion 
10  Men,  aa  it  is  attended  with  many  Inoonfenienoea.  We  hope 
bia  important  &  oritieal  Oooaaion,  every  one  will  feci  the  Neoea- 
k  Policy  of  making  a  grand  Effort  to  relieve  ouraelvea  from  a 
I  Enemy,  whioh  has  eo  long  kept  us  in  Distress  ft  Gonfnuon ; 
SB  the  Militia  of  your  County  on  some  former  Oceaaion  did  not 
Mr  the  Expectation  of  the  Oovemment  &  their  Friends,  by  turning 
it  they  should  have  done—we  flatter  ourselves  they  will  seiie 
0^  of  retrieving  the  Honour  of  the  County,  &  imitating  the 
kia  of  Jersey,  whose  late  Conduct  has  gained  them  immortal 
mtd — ^We  have  only  to  add,  that  all  the  other  Statea  are  exert« 
themselves  to  the  utmost,  k  that  if  we  are  deficient,  we  have 
■ies  enough  to  our  Oovemment,  as  well  as  to  the  general  Cause, 
mbim  our  Weakness  &  Negligence  &  triumph  in  it — Rouse  the 
UeatP|  urge  the  Field  Officers,  k  impress  every  one  with  a  due 
m  of  their  Duty  k  Interest— every  Thing  depends  on  it  We 
'Weh  on  your  Zeal,  Care  k  Punctuality,  k  request  you  would 
I  as  informed  how  Things  go  with  you.  You  will  be  supported 
0  vigorous  Measures  on  such  an  Oocasion. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Scrvt 

Uy  25, 1780. 


CiKouLAB  TO  Waqqon  Mastebs,  1780. 

Boyd  Esq.  Waggon  Master  Chester  County. 


Lo 


'onsequenoe  of  a  most  urgent  Demsnd  from  bis  Ezeelly.  Gen. 
lAhigton  we  on  the  21  June  passed  a  Resolution  for  Calling  out 
mber  of  Teams  from  this  state  allotting  only  to  your  County 
^Number  seemed  so  small  compared  with  its  Extent  k  ability^ 
kve  hoped  it  would  have  been  immediately  complied  with,  This 
■nd  has  been  again  repeated  to  us,  &  we  must  in  the  most 
Wt  manner  intreat  you  to  enable  us  to  compiv  with  it.  The 
ilh  Fleet  k  Forces  are  now  actually  arrived,  our  Nation  in 
iir  the  most  solemn  Engagement  tb  supply  them  with  a  number 
tttieles  neeeseary  to  effect  the  great  Purpose  of  relieving  us  from 
msl  Enemy,  k  a  distressing  War,  among  other  articles  Waggons 
ionsa  atand  aa  foremost  k  essential,  they  are  in  the  County  k 
y  must  be  had  in  some  way  or  other.  We  know  Difficulties  are 
it  k  tbat  you  have  met  with  too  many  in  the  Execution  of  your 
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Office,  but  still  the  pablick  Buainee  must  be  done  by  those  who  mi\ 
fittest,  &  that  a  Change  of  hands  in  this  Jnnotnre  wonM  be  niinottE 
We  haye  fixed  the  Ptoportion  of  jour  Coontf  at  low  ai  posAb 
when  wo  again  renew  our  CM  upon  you  for  50  Waggons  ^ineladi^ 
those  yon  may  have  famished  already.)  We  would  wish  joi  It 
procure  them  or  to  Hire  if  yon  can  &  for  this  Purpose  anthoriis  jii 
to  ofier  ^  Day,  specie  or  the  Exchange  at  60. — If  yon  «» 

not  procnre  them  in  this  Way  the  Waggon  Law  must  be  exeeolii 
&  Teams,  (let  them  belong  to  whom  they  will,)  must  come  oat  If 
it  is  not  possible  to  procure  so  many  made  up  Teams  in  the  Oosi^ 
which  wo  cannot  suppose  to  he  the  Case  a  general  Impfcsi  lif 
Waggons,  Horses,  &  Gers  must  tako  Place  conformable  to  #r 
Resolution  of  the  21  ult. — Gen.  Washington  &  Congresi  have  iM 
called  upon  us  for  a  Number  of  Horses,  of  which  the  Qoela  if 
your  County  is  300  By  assigning  to  each  Township  aocordiifgteill 
ability  &  Extent  a  limited  numhcr  which  with  proper  Care  ft  adfioi 
we  hope  may  bo  done,  we  imagine  yon  may  collect  this  number  wiA" 
out  losing  the  Time  that  would  be  spent  in  the  usual  Course  of  nM 
voluntary  purchases,  when  the  Horses  are  procured,  we  wonid  hM 
two  Freeholders  appraise  them  in  specie  to  be  paid  acoordinglj  tf 
in  Continental  at  the  Exchange  of  60  for  one,  on  oath  or  affirmadM 
of  two  respectable  freeholders,  &  when  collected  by  yon  they  nvt 
be  branded  with  tho  Letters  U.  S.  P.  you  will  then  give  each  jPmV 
furnishing  a  Horse  an  acknowlcdtrment  (for  which  we  send  fM 
blank  forms)  under  your  Hand  &  make  a  Report  to  us  of  the  NumNr, 
&  Prices,  &  Persons  of  whom  bought  in  order  that  Measurea  miyW 
taken  to  satisfy  the  owners.  If  there  are  any  Justices  of  thePaMf 
in  your  Township  we  would  have  you  apply  to  th^m,  if  no  Jiufa 
to  the  principal  Civil  officer,  inform  them  of  the  Nature  &  NeceflitJ 
of  the  Service  &  the  Number  required  from  the  Township,  &  reqnin 
his  assistance,  if  no  Person  offer  Horses  or  if  the  Number  reqnin^ 
are  not  offered  you  must  impress  beginniog  with  those  persons  lAo 
have  not  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  stata  i> 
being  highly  reasonable  that  in  Case  of  Emergence  their  Proptftf 
should  be  first  taken  for  tho  publick  Service  but  in  every  (Jasethi 
Horses  to  bo  branded  &  appraised  before  you  deliver  them.  If  tkoi 
is  any  Dent.  Quarter  Master  in  the  County  you  will  deliver  tiw 
Horses  to  him  making  out  a  List  of  the  Persons  from  whom  takHi 
a  short  Description  of  Horse  &  Price  given,  &  taking  his  Receipt  fcf 
the  Hordes  as  delivered,  of  which  you  will  send  a  Copy  to  us  as  ioff 
aa  may  be.  Your  allowance  for  this  Service  will  be  Ten  Shilfivg^ 
specie  or  the  Exchange  at  60  for  one,  for  every  good  Draught  <f 
Saddle  Horse  delivered  by  yoii  agreeable  to  these  Directions  beside 
the  Charges  of  assistants,  Pasture,  driving,  &.,  of  which  you  «9 
render  a  particular  account  &  they  will  he  paid  on  your  order,  M 
we  beg  you  to  employ  none  but  Persons  of  good  Character  u  Honti 
are  an  article  of  great  &  frequent  Imposition. 

Indortetlr-Snlj  25,  1780. 

The  like  to  Lancaster,  to  Berks,  ft  Northampton. 


FIIIN8II.TA1IIA  ABCHIVES  1780.  ttt 


ft  Bbbd  to  Waqon  Mastbr,   GnHBBBi.AHD  OoxnfTY, 

1780. 

r 

Waggon  master  Camberland  County. 

A  irrWal  of  tlie  Freoeli  Fleet  wifh  a  powcrfal  Bodr  of  Troops 
dfMrnte  with  us  in  driving  our  omel  fineinies  ont  of  the  Country ; 
appy  Prospect  we  have  of  so  doing  if  our  Exertions  are  oorreS- 
ni^  have  induced  Oen.  Washington  &  the  Congress  to  Call 
us  for  a  number  of  Waggons  &  Horses,  the  same  Motives  must 
ss  to  comply  with  this  Order  to  the  utmost  Extent  in  our 
tr  as  essentially  necessary  to  answer  the  great  Objects  in  View. 
viDg  the  many  Difficulties  you  have  to  struggle  with,  wo  have 
!•  Quota  of  your  County  as  moderate  as  possible  which  we  also 
will  be  a  powcrfal  Inducement  to  you  to  exert  yourself  to 
er  the  Demand  quickly  ft  effectually,  You  will  therefore  on 
ipt  hereof  Curnish  us  with  25  Waggons  four  Horses  in  each 
sqaipped  for  service,  &  Three  hundred  Horses.  If  you  can  en- 
t|^^  Waggons  on  Hire  it  will  be  best,  &  we  authorise  vou  to 
mm  80s.  specie  ^  Day  or  the  Exchange  in  Continental  at  GO 
M.  The  Horses  you  must  purchase  on  the  best  Terms  you  ean 
i|6  Number  will  oe  too  considerable  for  you  to  collect  them  iu 
Aumon  mode  in  a  reasonable  Time,  we  do  in  Consequence  of  the 
Im  tested  in  us  by  the  Hon.  Assembly  for  this  End  direct  you 
acta  them  on  the  Townships,  calling  on  each  Township 
ding  to  its  Ability  by  writing  to  the  Justices  of  the  Townships 
f'f  h  if  not  to  the  next  civil  Officer  for  a  certain  Number  for 
I  yon  will  give  Certificates  to  the  Individuals  who  furnish  them 
tuning  Price  by  the  appraisement  on  oath  of  two  disinterested 
holders,  such  Appraisement  to  be  made  in  Specie,  &  for  Pay- 
of  which  we  will  endeavour  to  supply  you  with  the  Means  in 
•  or  Exchange  of  60  for  one  as  soon  as  Circumstance  will  admit, 
lorses  when  purchased  are  to  be  branded  as  soon  as  possible  on 
■houlder,  &  Buttock  with  the  letters  U.  S.  P.  as  they  come  in 
rtR  diliverthem  to  the  Dop.  Qu.  Master  of  the  County  taking 
^ipt  for  every  Horse,  mentioning  the  Price  given.  If  the 
goDS  cannot  be  procured  by  voluntary  Hire  you  must  then  pro- 
agreeable  to  the  Waggon  Law,  ordering  them  out  in  the  usual 
i  is  heretofore  practised.  If  the  Horses  cannot  be  procured  by 
Nliltte  Purchase  or  in  the  Manner  we  have  mentioned  above 
•most  be  impressed  as  they  must  be  had  at  all  Events,  &  you 
fat  that  Case  call  for  the  aid  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia,  & 
a  due  Regard  to  those  good  Men  whose  Disposition  &  Judge- 
led  them  to  join  their  Country  will  direct  you  &  those  under 
Direction  in  the  first  Place  to  take  in  each  Township  from  those 
lifferept  Character  &  who  are  distinguished  by  not  having  taken 
hrth  or  Affirmation  of  Allegiance  to  the  State  as  most  of  these 


^ ^  ^-  ^^-. ^.- J^ 

I  remaiQ  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

P.  S.  Yoa  will  inform  us  frequentlj  of  joar  Progw. 

July  26  1780. 

The  like  to  York,  &  to  Bucks,  &  Philad.  Goantj. 


B.ESOLVE  OF  Congress,  1780. 

Ib  GoDgresSy  Philadelphia,  July  25, 
Resolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  of  the  Several 
which  are  called  upon  to  furnish  waggons  for  the  servioi 
United  States,  be  authorised  to  make  such  allowance  for  Um 
such  waggons,  as  they  shall  think  adequata,  untill  the 
Quarter  Masters  are  appointed  for  the  States  respectively. 

Extract  from  the  mion 
GHA.  THOMSON, 


Chev.  db  la  Luzbbne  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  178< 

Phikdelphie  le  25  JoiUet 
Monsieur, 

Quelques  Desertenrs  hossois   sont  venus  me  demando 

employes  dans  TArm^e  Fran9oise,  et  ils  m'ont  assure  que  ] 

t,  de  leurs  camarades  etoient  dispos^  ii  prendre  le  me  me  part 

paroit  que  I'acceptation  de  leurs  offres  est  un  Sdr  moyen  d 
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^uo.  Bbxd  y6  Chkyalisr  Db  la  Luzbrve,  1780. 

i  Answer  to  yoar  Bzoeiry>  Favour  this  Day*  I  have  the  Honor 
qvsiDt  joa  that  the  enlistiog  aoj  Deserters  in  the  Continental 
T  being  expressly  oontrarj  to  the  Direction  of  the  Commander 
uef ;  the  Hessian  Deserteref  are  quite  at  Liberty  to  enter  into 
iorrice  of  bis  most  Christian  Majesty  if  his  officers  approve  it. 
that  they  will,  in  that  Case,  receive  every  Encouragement  from 
)  to  do.  ,  - 

have  the  Honour  to  be|  with  great  Respect  &  Begard,    , 

Tour  Ezceli'ys  most  obed.  i  - 

&  very  H'bble  Servt  \^  /^ 

ifcr^rf,— July  25, 1780.  \^    S,     ^ 

■  ■ «  ^^ 

B.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Jacob  Mobgait,  D.  Q.  M.  G.^  1780. 


h  Ind  the  furnishing  the  specifick  Articles  required  by  Congrera 
I  this  State  so  arduous  &  difficult  a  Business  that  it  is  impossible 
iHi  eompatible  with  our  other  Duties  to  continue  our  Superin- 
Itaee  in  the  Manner  we  have  done  some  Time  past,  &  therefore 
i  eome  to  a  Besohition  to  appoint  a  suitable,  capable  Person, 
i'moompetent  Salary,  as  Superintendant  of  Purchases  in  this 
is.    And  upon  Consideration  of  a  suitable  Character  find    no 
M  so  acceptable  as  yourself.     I  am  suthorized  to  request  you  to 
igs  in  it,  ft  take  the  whole  Direction  in  this  State,  for  which  we 
s  concluded  to  allow  £1000  ^  Ann.,  in  specie  or  the  Exchange, 
rill  be  necessary  for  you  to  move  to  this  City,  or  at  least  to 
is  here  yourself,  which  we  are  informed  you  had  in  Conterapla- 
1  before.     You  will  please  to  give  us  your  Answer  as  soon  as 
lUe,  &  as  the  Business  is  of  great  Importance  to  the  United 
te  in  general  &  this  in  particular,  wc  hope  you  will  not  declino 
Ton  may  depend  on  beins  supported  in  the  Office  with  our 
M  Weight  ft  Influence,  &  that  all  necessary  advances  of  Money 
be'msde  you,  to  enable  you  to  discharge  the  Duties  of  the  Office 
I  Ease  ft  Credit  so  far  as  our  Abilities  ft  Circumstances  will 
ut 
'  I  am,  Sir,  Your  Friend 

ft  Obed.,  H'bble  Servt, 

JOS.  BEED. 
Wrforici/,— July  25,  1780. 
!oL  Jacob  Morgan,  Beading,  Berks  County. 

*  See  preceding  page. 

t  Bee  Colon.  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  488. 


One  wu  to  tmko  nil  the  stock  oat  of  Bergen  neck  to  pre 
Enemy  from  reeeiring  oonstant  Bopplies  fVom  the  Inbabitai 
thtt  Qiurter,  and  in  ca^e  of  a  siege  to  seoure  to  oar  o»b  i 
Cattle  that  they  would  laeTitably  oarrj  into  Nev  York, 
wu  the  Destruction  of  a  poit  near  Hulls  Ebtt;  eonsisttng  ol 
Honie,  sarrounded  fay  a  Strong  Stockade,  and  abbatis,  Garri 
tbo  Refugees  k  a  wretched  banditti  of  Robbers  horse  tbievi 

BnttheGnnd  object  was  to  draw  tbe  army  which  Bi 
Clinton  brought  from  Charles  town  into  ansctiou  in  the  Dcf 
Mountain  in  tbe  Vicinity  of  Fort  Lee,  where  we  ezpc< 
to  Land  in  order  to  succour  tbe  refagees  poet,  and  to  endeavi 
off  our  retreat  to  the  Liberty  pole,  It  New  Bridge,  tbe  appeal) 
to  them  was  great,  &,  tbe  lure  had  like  to  take  the  wiftl 
three  thoasand  men  Consisting  of  tho  Sour  of  the  Briti 
were  Embarked  from  Phillip's,  and  stood  down  the  river 
off  the  Landing  near  Fort  Lee,  where  the  6th, &7th  Penm 
menta  lay  concealed  with  directions  to  let  them  land  m 
(giTiog  mo  Intelligence  of  the  attempt,)  &,  then  to  meet  th( 
Gorge  of  the  De&le  and  with  the  point  of  tbe  bayonet  to  di 
pass  at  every  expence  of  blood,  nntill  the  arrival  of  th 
S«CDDd  Pennsy.  Brigades  when  we  ahould  put  them  bctws 
SQch  fiiea  aa  no  human  fortitude  would  withstand,  and  I 
with  safety  mention  that  it  was  also  deugned  to  divert  their  > 
from  a  Meditated  attempt  upon  Rhode  Island,  by  a  Combioj 
by  Land  &  Water  on  the  French  fleet  &  Armv  in  that  pi 
baa  had  the  effect,  by  retarding  them  four  days  after  I 
actaally  Embarked  upwards  of  uz  thousand  men  for  tl 
pnrpose  it  will  therefore  be  too  late  to  attempt  any  thiag 
period  u  the  frencfa  will  be  prepared  agunst  it. 
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rmi  are  M  Blue  fiused  vith  white,  he  therefore  wiehee  if 
b>  have  ai  maoh  red  or  scarlet  sent  Immodiatelj  on  ae  will 
Soldieia  Coatfl|  otherwise  the  officers  &  men  will  appear  of 
Oonis  the  fiuseines  of  the  officers  Searlet,  and  the  Soldiers 
s  other  states  will  be  in  their  proper  Uniforms,  it  being 
d  for  the  Eastern  States,  and  with  a  little  olay  may  be 
iqppear  as  buff,  which  is  the  fuceings  of  New  York  &,  Jersey 
I  that  oar's  will  be  the  only  officers  whose  uniforms  will 
in  their  Soldiers,  had  we  the  Cloth,  &  thread,  we  oould  in 
I  alter  the  faoeings  for  the  whole  lino,  it  is  the  Generals 
I  Id  Clothe  them  all  new  before  they  meet  the  troops  of 

rXnIerim  believe  me  with  singular  Esteem, 

your  most  obt  Hurobl.  Servt. 

ANTY.  WAYNK 
mellency  Joe.  Seed  Esqr. 


OfiDERS  OF  Gkn.  Watne,  1780. 

After  orders,  New  Bridge,  July  21**,  1780. 

d  Officer,  with  two  Captains,  or  one  hundred  rank  &  file 
officered,  to  take  post  at  this  place,  which  if  attacked  in  the 
if  the  Division,  must  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity, 
^.naiment  will  advance  to  the  look  out,  immediately  oppo- 
eeif&vill  oreek,  or  King's  Bridge— The  7^  to  Fort  Lee,  in 
sbaerve  the  motions  of  the  Enemy  on  York  Island.  The 
id  men  will  secrete  themselves,  so  as  not  to  be  observed  from 
lite  side  of  the  river.  Lieut.  Col.  Harmer  will  leave  a  Capt. 
MB  overlooking  the  landing  place,  in  order  to  defend  that 
ihihit  he  with  the  remainder  advanoes  alone  the  summit  of 
iftain  about  one  mile  lower  down,  between  that  &  Fort  Lee, 
Meio  a  position  Urmove  to  either  point,  in  case  the  enemy 
k  landing;  but  the  Captain's  command  must  continue  in 
•signed  it  at  all  events^ Patrols  to  pass  continually  between 
ta  ft  up  the  river.  Should  the  commanding  Officer  observe  the 
■harking,  they  are  to  send  immediately  notice  to  General 
mrards  Bull's  Ferry,  &  to  make  every  possible  opposition 
I  enemy  begin  to  ascend  the  hill ;  &  as  the  situation  of  those 
I  will  admit  acting  in  conjunction  in  case  of  neeessity,  thtf 
has  the  fullest  confidence  that  they  will  maintain  the  post 
them,  &  at  the  point  of  the  Bayonet  meet  the  enemy  at  the 
lbs  ]>efile,  &  dispute  that  ground  at  every  ezpence  of  blood, 
I  arrival  of  the  division,  when  they  may  be  assured  of  effectual 
fc  in  all  human  probability,  of  a  glorious  victory.  General 
nth  the  remainder  of  his  Brigade,  will  move  by  Fort  Lee 
ammit  of  the  mountain,  for  Bull's  ferry,  &  endeavour  to 
,a  sufficient  number  of  men  between  the  block  houae  &  the 


00  ooHgiDg  18  lo  communicara  n  as  soon  u  posBioie. 

A  DetaohmeDt  from  the  1**  Kg*  will  preveot  theTetreftt0 
gees  towards  Paules  hook — whilst  (his  is  performiDgi  thf 
will  be  prepariDg  to  demolish  the  Block  hoosce  efyety-j 
will  be  used  to  euard  against  any  serious  oonseqaenoes  fine 
river ;  ft  shoald  the  enemy  be  hardy  enough  to  attempt 
of  this  post  from  Fort  Washington,  it  may  add  never  fadi 
to  troops  which  have  always  stept  the  first  for  glory,  &  who  I 
thing  to  expect  from  victory — Nothing  to  dread  from  Disf 
altho'  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  command  success,  the  < 
well  assured  they  will  produce  a  conviction  to  the  world 
deserve  it. 


Division  Orders,  July  23«,  1780. 

■  It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  that  General  Wayne  aeknoi 
the  worthy  officers  &  soldiers  under  hiso  ommand  since  the 
that  he  never  saw  more  true  fortitude  than  that  exbibil 
21**,  by  the  troops  immediately  at  the  point  of  action — nu 
enthusiastic  bravery  of  all  ranks  of  officers  and  men,  that  tl 
no  longer  capable  of  constraint,  rushed  with  impetuosil] 
Abattis  &  up  to  the  Stockades,  from  which  they  were  with 
withdrawn ;  the  contagion  spread  to  the  2* — but  by  the  uni 
of  the  field  &  other  officers  of  each  reg*,  they  were  at  Imat  i 
The  General  fortunately  would  not  admit  of  the  further  i 
the  10^ — &  the  situation  of  Gen*  Irwine's  &  the  other  t 
vented  them  from  experiencing  some  loss  of  men ;  aa  tba 
lant  Spirit  pervaded  the  whole,  they  very  probably  would  I 
the  same  eager  desire  for  close  action.  The  Block  hpiw 
a  secondary  Object,  &  to  serve  as  a  lure  to  draw  the  em 
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tte  fet  Brigades  woald  arrive  to  enpport  them.     So  lliat  there 
nt^i  to  be  no  difficaltj  in  giving  op  a  small  object  for  one  that  was 

e.  Indeed„had  the  artillery  been  of  sufiicieDt  caliber,  the  brave 
&  men  who  conducted  them  would  have  succeeded  in  the 
riJMtion  of  the  block  house  bj  a  oon^tant  fire  of  more  than  one 
•V,  within  the  medium  dbtance  of  60  jards,  &  not  be  under  tlio 
ingreeable  sensation  of  leaving  a  post  unreduced  behind  them,  this 
Hv  too  trifling  an  afiair  to  attend  to  any  longer,  when  a  more 
■p«  &  glorious  prospect  was  before  ns;  but  in  this  wo  have  been 
appointed,  as  the  enemy  prudently  chose  to  remain  in  a  less  hostile 
■tion  than  that  of  the  Jersey  shore. 

The  Oeneral  cannot  attempt  to  discriminate  between  officem, 
lq{*or  Corps,  who  with  equal  opportunity  would  have  acted  with 
jm  Fortitnde — k  he  fondly  hopes  that  the  day  is  not  far  distunt 
Un  the  prowess  of  those  troops  will  be  acknowledged  by  tho 
iiropean  &  American  world. 

Bj  order  of  General  Wayne. 

B.  FISIIBOURN,  A.  Camp. 


BoABD  OF  War  to   Fres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  26, 1780. 

Wfl  are  called  on  by  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  for  a 
ivge  quantity  of  shot  &  shells  as  indispensably  necessary  in  the 
pBoposed  siege  of  New  York.  To  procure  them  in  time,  a  great 
nttber  of  furnaces  must  be  set  to  work.  We  have  in  this  city, 
Mtffials  for  easting  many  tons,  &  there  is  nn  air  furnace  convenient 
bthis  purpose,  now  standing  Idle;  but  tho  owner  of  it,  a  M'  Nan- 
inev,  being  a  quakcr,  refuses  to  lot  us  use  it,  if  any  instruments 
'wv  are  to  be  cast  at  it.*  As  it  will  be  of  great  importance  to  the 
fBUic^  that  this  furnace  be  employed  on  the  present  occasion,  we 
wqneityoar  Excellency  &  the  hon'blo  Counoil  will  give  the  neces- 
■Q  orders  for  putting  M*"  Ilodgon,  the  deputy  eommiBsary  general 
]f  military  stores,  in  possession  of  it.  The  board  would  have  chosen 
^ He  the  furnace  with  the  consent  of  the  owner;  but  ss  he  stiffly 
I'fiied  to  yield  it,  wo  hope  your  Excellency  &  tho  hon'ble  Council 
riUtbink  with  us,  that  this  very  important  crisis  will  well  warrant 
^exercise  of  the  authority  of  Government  to  obtain  it.  It  may  be 
^^  to  inform  you,  that  wo  have  yet  to  procure  in  additi6n  to  tho 
Entities  on  hand,  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  shot  &  sheila 
*^  the  casting  the  latter  is  a  tedious  operation. 
Wo  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  grest  respect, 

Your  Excclloucy's  most  obedient  servants, 

In  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  board, 

TIM.  PICKERING, 
^^et/,— His  Excellency,  President  Reed.     (War  Office.) 

*  Sec  pnge  405. 
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generous  ah;  uiu  oer  iroopa  wouia  oe  joinea  dj  t  auiiK 
of  Men  hen  for  the  moHt  Tigorons  Operations  A  findiDj 
Tnojm  belonging  to  this  State  are  eomparatively  weak  ni 
din;;  the  Recruits  lately  thrown  io — the  Gen'  baa  demand 
of  4000  Militia  from  this  Stete  to  co-oparat«  with  the  b 
These  Troops  will  be  oommanded  hy  the  PresidBnt  of  ll 
arc  to  take  the  field  aa  soon  as  the  general  State  of  the 
it8  Fur  ward  Dcas  in  its  operations  requires  their  Aid. 

Yon  will  therefore  on  Receipt  hereof  iramodiatel;  oall 
Olaues  bf  the  Militia  of  your  County  provided  they  amo 
Men,  exclusive  of  officers  if  not  you  are  to  proceed  to  a  I 
being  on  a  fair  oaloutation  the  Propnrtion  of  yonr  Count 
hope  this  year  if  properly  improved  by  ns  will  put  an  ] 
War  we  flattter  ourselves  the  good  People  of  your  Coi 
piiranoded  we  can  have  no  Object  in  View  hut  the  publiol 
yield  a  cheerful  Obedience  to  this  Resolution — Any  Faili 
upp'>intin'  will  he  attended  with  the  greatest  Disgrace  t 
the  Oommou  Cause  as  well  as  this  State  in  pirtioular- 
depond  much  on  your  Exertions  as  well  as  those  of  the  8 
nriTiD  Ik  Officers  to  explain  the  Necessity  &  Utility  of  oc 
«(feotuHlIy  with  our  Allies  aa  the  best  &  most  certain  Mi 
licving  ourselves  from  the  present  heavy  Burthens  &  S 
bringing  the  War  to  the  happy  &  favonrable  Issue  wa 
loog  contending  for.  We  hope  everyone  will  endeavonr 
well  equipt  as  possible  the  War  having  almost  drained  i 
Articles  here  k  especially  Blankets  &  Anns — Every  odi 
bis  own  Arms  &  Aecontrementa  will  receive  one  hard  dt 
Oootincntal — You  will  please  to  pnt  every  Thing  immi 
Motion  as  we  may  daily  expect  the  Generals  Orden  1 1  \ 
to  be  in  such  a  Situation  as  to  ffive  immediate  CompIiaiK 
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CIO  h»,w9  oondaotod  this  BorineM  hitherto  leaves  iu  do  Boom 
Toa  will  oorreot  this  Error  if  well  fonDdedy  &  send  them 
M  the  others.  Should  Major  Wirti  in  the  Ezeontion  of  his 
wiBt  anj  Asnstanoe  from  the  Militia  we  hope  he  will  have 
Wmghi  i  Authority  in  his  Favour  on  Application  as  mneh 
h  on  getting  a  oompetent  Supply  from  this  State. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  &  very 

Hbble  Servt 

Sid; 

y  28, 1780. 


Pbbs.  Reed  to  Lt.  Robert  Smith,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  July  28«»,  1780. 

I  French  Fleet  with  a  considerable  body  of  land  Forces  being 
ly  arrived  at  Rhode  Island  we  are  now  called  on  by  the  Oen- 
id  Congress  to  give  them  effectual  and  ample  assistance  both 
n  and  Supplies  m  order  to  strike  a  Capital  blow  against  the 
f'and  bring  this  long  and  tedious  War  to  a  favourable  issue, 
g  promised  our  generous  Ally  that  his  troops  would  be  joined 
iumeient  body  of  Men  here  for  the  most  vigorous  operations, 
iding  that  the  Troops  belonging  to  this  State  are  comparatively 
notwithstanding  the  Recruits  lately  thrown  in — the  General 
imanded  a  body  of  four  thousand  Militia  from  this  State  to  co- 
le  with  the  main  Army.  These  troops  will  be  commanded  by 
Irasident  of  the  State  and  to  take  the  field  immediately.  You 
Mnfore  on  receipt  hereof  immediately  call  for  three  Classes  of 
iliUa  of  your  County  provided  they  amount  to  Two  hundred  & 
Im  exclusive  of  Officers  if  not,  you  are  to  proceed  to  a  fourth 
ising  on  a  fair  calculation  the  proportion  of  your  County.  As 
pa  this  year  if  properly  improved  by  us,  will  put  an  end  to  the 
n  flatter  ourselves  the  good  People  of  your  County  beicg  per- 
1  we  can  have  no  object  in  view  but  the  publick  good  will  yield 
riU  obedience  to  this  Resolution.  Any  failure  or  disappoint- 
nay  be  attended  with  the  greatest  disgrace  and  injury  to  the 
iOn  Cause  as  well  as  this  State  in  particular.  And  we  depend 
OB  jour  exertions  as  well  as  those  of  the  Sub  Lieutenants,  and 
■  to  explain  the  necessity  and  utility  of  co-operating  effectually 
m  allies  as  the  best  and  most  certain  means  of  relieving  our- 
from  the  present  heavy  burthens  and  expences  and  bringing 
tw  to  the  nappy  and  favourable  issue  we  have  been  long  con- 
ig  for.  We  hope  every  one  will  endeavour  to  come  as  well 
;  aa  possible — the  War  having  almost  drained  us  of  those  Arti- 
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oles  here,  and  especially  blankets  and  Arms.  Every  one 
his  own  Arms  and  Accoutrements  will  receive  one  hard  dolkr 
sixty  dollars  Continental.  You  will  please  to  put  every  thii 
immediately  in  motion  that  we  may  comply  with  the  Generals  onk 
immediately.  It  has  been  frequent  to  send  too  great  a  prop<vtii 
of  Officers  on  former  occasions  which  we  mention  that  it  may  I 
guarded  agaiost  on  this. 

It  has  been  observed  that  less  Attention  has  been  paid  by  joi 
County  to  furoishing  the  Volunteers  than  any  other  in  the  Aak 
We  fear  you  have  not  sufficiently  attended  to  the  Importance  of  tU 
Duty  as  we  ciunot  suppose  the  County  would  not  exert  itself  if  fk 
Officers  would  lead  the  Way.  It  is  unpleasant  to  suppose  that  I 
so  critical  a  Season  any  Gentleman  in  Office  whose  Exertions  ir 
important  would  omit  them — but  there  has  certainly  been  a  Deiid 
ency  in  your  County  which  we  flatter  ourselves  will  be  made  ap- 
The  General  &  Congress  impute  these  Failures  to  us  but  we  caoiQ 
submit  to  the  Imputation  when  we  have  given  all  the  neeeaw; 
Orders. — The  Office  of  a  Lieutenant  of  a  County  is  too  important  i 
this  Period  not  to  engross  the  publick  Attention  &  we  entreat  ja 
once  more  to  call  upon  the  Companies  to  furnish  their  Men— jii 
must  insist  upon  it  k  let  mo  entreat  yon  to  consider  it  as  a  BoiiiMi 
vhiuh  cannot  be  neglected — You  will  also  I  hope  exert  yourself  i 
furnishing  your  Quota  of  the  Militia  as  above  ordered.  They  iw 
be  at  Trenton  by  the  12*^  Inst,  agreeable  to  Gen.  Washington! lil 
ter  which  for  your  information  is  as  follows — 

[Here  insert  that  part  of  the  Letter — ] 

It  will  be  a  most  disgraceful  Thing  to  the  State  &  mortifyiflgli 
me  to  find  a  Tardiness  or  Neglect  at  such  a  Time. — Yon  may  UHH 
the  Men  that  every  thing  which  can  be  done  for  their  Comfort  lU 
be  done.     Pray  inform  me  frequently  how  you  proceed. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obcd.  Hbble  Bert 
Directeit, 
To  Robert  Smith,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  CbeiUr> 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  July  29, 178a 
Sir, 

Mr.  Nancarrow*  has  brought  ns  your  letter  of  yesterday  respeeti^ 
his  air  furnaces;  and  on  conversation  with  him  we  find  our  comwSt 
snry  will  not  l>e  opposed  in  taking  poscssiou  of  them  when  we  d* 
ready  to  set  them  to  work.  The  farther  interference  of  your  Exett 
Icncy  &  the  honourable  Council  will  therefore  not  be  necessary. 

We  beg  leave  to  express  our  thanks  for  the  ready  attention  J^ 

*  See  pnge  -IdS. 
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bMBmej  k  the  CouDcil  were  pleased  to  give  to  our  request  on  the 
algeeti  and  are,  sir, 

with  the  greatest  respect 

jour  moet  obedient  servante 

In  behalf  &  bj  order  of  j*  board, 

TI3I.  PICKERING. 

To  His   Exoellonoy  •  Joseph   Reed,   Esqr.,  President  of    Pen- 
Innia. 

War  Office. 


Uajor  Henry  Lee,  Jun'r,  to  Pke^  Reed,  1780. 

Easton,  30th  July,  1780. 

The  original  establishment  of  the  army  made  it  equally  honorable 
kold  commissions  in  the  sixteen  or  independant  regiments,  as  in 
ite-Tegiments. 

Under  this  establishment  military  posts  have  been  accepted, 
ttnoh  has  been  the  deficiency  in  emolnment,  &  much  the  defici- 
m  in  support  to  the  independant  corps.  It  has  hitherto  been 
ilwntly  borne  by  the  sufferers,  because  of  the  wants  of  their  country, 
the  expectancy  of  releif  at  some  future  day. 
At  length  the  resolution  of  Congress  appeared,  directing  the  sub- 
otiof  each  state  soldiers  in  the  sixteen  regiment  to  be  considered 
("pirt  of  the  quota  of  troops  from  their  respective  states,  &  to  be 
•Med  with  perfect  equality.  Under  this  resolve  of  Congress  I 
nre  heretofore  claimed  &  received  in  consequence  of  the  claim  sup- 
^  of  neeessarys  for  such  officers  &  soldiers  as  belong  to  the  Suto 
fensylvania  in  my  corps.  I  now  beg  leave  to  present  my  claim 
my  proportion  of  levys.  It  is  my  opinion,  as  it  is  my  hope, 
ftt  jour  Excellency  &  council  will  oo-incide  with  me  in  sentiment, 
H  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  an  order  for  the  possession  of 
'«lve  of  the  new  levys,  or  that  you  will  allow  me  to  withdraw  tho 
Uien  now  in  my  corps  subjects  of  your  state,  &  to  throw  them 
to  the  quota  of  some  other  people.  Be  assured  sir  there  is  no 
^  whose  service  I  conceive  more  honorable  than  that  of  Pensyl- 
^^  k  that  the  above  request  proceeds  only  from  an  earnestness 
.Biake  those  gentlemen  happy  whom  fortune  has  placed  under 
jiQommand,  by  provins  to  them  as  they  are  fully  entitled  to 
|*sl  attendon  from  their  country  with  the  armv  in  common,  ao 
ril  they  receive  on  application  what  is  given  to  others. 
■  I  cannot  but  assure  myself  of  succes,  when  I  review  the  grounds 
[  niy  request ;  k  know  that  your  Excellcncv  will  not  injure  my 
'dings,  the  honor  of  my  officers,  k  the  fidelity  of  my  soldiers  so 
^Bdi  as  by  your  denial  to  deolare  that  we  have  a  right  only  to  sup- 
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pljf  of  oonvenience  &  not  to  sapplja  creative  of  militaij  n 
k  public  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir, 

with  the  moet  perfect  retpect  ft  esteem 

voar  ezcelleooj's  moet  ob.  h.  senr* 

HENRT  LEE  Jon 
Ms.  eom« 
Directed, 
Pablic, 
To  His  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Governor  of  Ptm 


D.  Davis  to  Prbs.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Reading,  SO  Jolj, 
Sir, 

I  have  with  great  Dlficalty  sent  to  Philad*  foarteen 
Cattle  and  72  Shoep  which  were  delivered  to  a  Continental 
for  the  want  of  a  Properrer  Person  as  no  Commissary  wis  i 
I  have  Wrote  twice  to  your  Excellency  Concerning  of  Cask 
as  yet  received  no  Answer  which  lays  me  nnder  the  Nei 
troubling  you  with  a  third  on  the  Same  Subject,  my  Ezpei 
lecting.  Driving  &  Pasture  &c.,  has  been  very  ConsidezaUf 
Part  of  which  i  was  obliged  to  Borrow  Promising  in  a  fbi 
repay. 

I  must  therefore  once  more  beg  to  be  considered  witli.i 
tanee  to  Enable  me  to  pay  the  Necessary  Ezpences  I  have 
been  at,  as  my  Necessity  is  realy  great  &  a  Compliance  wl 
Acknowledged — by 

Sir  your  Ezcellencys 

Mos.  Obd'  humble  Sen* 

D.Di 

Directed, 
To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 


STATBMBirr  OF  PrBS.  B.BBD  TO  CONOBESS,  17C 

July  30, 
Sir, 

The  Nature,  Extent  &  Variety  of  the  Information  reqw 
Congress  on  the  17*^  &  23«  ult.,*  necessarily  demanded  soi 
to  combine  &  digest  the  Materials  on  which  it  was  to  be  giv 
we  should  substitute  Coojectures  for  Facts  &  Wishes  finr  I 
We  have  endeavoured  to  comply  with  the  Requisition  in 
Manner  Circumstances  would  admit,  but  such  is  the  Ezleii 

*  See  pages  882,  862. 
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fliile,  80  nnmeroas  &  various  the  Persons  to  be  coDsalted,  that  we 
kpe  Congress  will  make  a  candid  Allowance  for  the  many  Difficul- 
(iai  arising  from  tbeae  Circa mstanoes,  as  well  as  the  Nature  of  our 
StfemaentSy  which  do  not  move  with  that  Celerity  &  Dispatch 
lUok  distinguish  Govemmenrs  more  simple  bat  leas  free.  We 
Ul  not  on  this  Occasion  trouble  Conffress  with  dry  abstract  Acta 
/Assembly,  or  load  their  Table  with  toe  Copies  of  these  numerous 
4tos  k  Orders  wrote  &  given  in  Co-operation  with  their  Views 
■tpve  a  short  ft  snccinct  Detail  under  each  Head  of  Requisition, 
I  partiealarly  stated,  reciting  each  Point  of  Inqairy  in  the  order 
SQMsted.     And, 

w\nL  What  Measures  have  been  taken  by  this  State  to  complete 
Mr  respective  quotas  of  80  Battalions  agreeable  to  a  Ilesolve  of 
I*  March  r 

Answ.  On  the  21**  Feb^  the  Assembly  of  this  State  passed  a 
imlotion  empowering  tbeJSupreme  Executive  Council  to  raise  four 
JMpanies  of  Volunteers,  each  consisting  of  three  Officers  &  0<> 
hak  &  file,  to  serve  during  the  War  at  a  Bounty  of  200  Doll*  on 
ihm*,  a  complete  Suit  of  Cloaths  annually  during  Service,  & 
no  Acres  of  Land  at  the  Expiration  of  the  War. 
^Tk«e  Troops,  the'  to  be  raised  with  a  View  of  defending  the 
hittfers,  were  on  such  an  Establinhment  as  to  be  applied  to  tlio 
Mral  Defence  if  necessary.  Accordingly  Commissions  issued, 
■Diey  for  recruiting  was  forwarded  into  the  Country,  &  other 
MMsary  steps  taken. — On  the  ^d^*  May,  in  the  succeeding  Session 
I  Aaembly  a  Law  passed  fur  draughting  two  Men  ont  of  every 
hvpany  of  Militia  in  tins  State  for  the  general  Defence,  to  servo 
Othe  15^  January  next.  The  Number  of  Ikttalions  in  this  State 
1 76, — &  at  the  Establishment  of  8  Companies  to  a  Battalion,  it  is, 
vAcmld  be  productive  of  122G  Men. — In  the  Execution  of  the 
ht  Resolation  a  general  Reluctance  appeared  to  inlist  for  the  War, 
k  very  little  Success,  tho  Considerable  Expense  attended  our 
Attempts.  This,  we  presume,  was  the  Ground  on  which  the 
^Mnbly  in  their  subsequent  Plan  of  raising  Men,  not  choosing  to 
■■ikrd  the  Measure,  a  second  Time  adopted  that  of  a  temporary 
■liitiiient. — On  tho  1**  June  the  Establishment  of  the  four  Coui- 
»ies  was  altered  k  the  Bounty  reduced.  The  exact  State  of  these 
^panics,  they  being  chiefly  recruited  in  the  Frontier  Coanties, 
*  lti?e  not  been  able  precisely  to  ascertain,  but  have  Reason  to 
^"A  the  Alteration  palatable,  k  that  they  are  now  organised  & 
M  so  as  to  become  an  efficient  Force,  but  the  Devastations  of  the 
^Yiges  have  been  such  k  the  Apprehensions  of  the  Frontiers  so 
M  that  nothing  less  than  the  most  indispensable  Necessity  would 
Mify  their  Removal.  Though  we  think  ourselves  authorised  to 
4e  them  as  Part  of  our  effioient  Force,  as  their  Establishment 
^U  warrant  their  being  called  on  in  Case  of  Emergency.  With 
lipiot  to  the  Draughts,  ns  soon  as  the  Law  received  its  last  Sanc- 
^  it  was  forwarded  into  the  BespecUve  Counties  wUb  the  most 
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cogent  Orders  to  be  carried  into  irn mediate  ExccatioD|  with  IlMr 
tioDs  as  to  Mode,  &  poiuted  Cautious  ag^  taking  Deserters,  FrisoM 
Boys,  Aged  or  iufirm. — The  greatcflt  Care  has  been  aceorda| 
taken,  k  those  rejected  have  been  sent  back  to  their  Countiei  to 
replaced.  In  about  3  Weeks  they  began  to  come  in,  k  h%n  h 
from  Time  to  Time  forwarded  to  the  Camp ;  they  are  the  first  wh 
had  come  from  any  State,  &  much  approved  by  the  Inspecton 
their  healthy  k  youthful  Appearance.  The  Number  on  whiek 
count  as  recruiting  the  Line  of  the  State  in  the  main  Army  by  I 
Measure  is  1000 — the  state  of  the  Frontiers  not  admittiig  i 
drawing  the  natural  Strength  of  the  County  from  tbem,  tho  adi 
to  the  8^1^  &  the  German  Kegim^  the  Kesiduo  of  the  whole  N«a 
may  be  deemed  as  added  to  the  Line. — Some  of  these  have  den 
on  their  Way  to  Camp  &  some  since  they  have  got  there,  bat 
hope  as  the  Country  has  found  it  very  expensive  to  raise  then  tl 
will  be  equally  active  in  detecting  &  apprehending  them.  Am 
as  this  Plan  was  so  far  executed  as  to  prevent  any  CompetitioB 
Discontent  in  the  Militia,  we  began  voluntary  Inlistment  for  I 
War  in  tho  Interior  Counties  with  a  Bounty  in  Specie  on  a  A 
raised  by  the  publick  Spirited  Inhabitanta — in  which  we  hive  I 
some  success — so  that  upon  the  whole  we  flatter  ourselves  with  ■ 
ing  up  the  Deficiency  in  our  Battalions  as  stated  by  the  ComaiB 
in  Chief  in  February  last  &  by  Baron  Steuben  in  May. — Wt.i 
under  this  Head  beg  Leave  to  add  that  as  the  Strength  of  an  Ar 
does  not  depend  on  its  numbers  only  but  its  AppointmeatSiOi 
forts  &  Satisfaction  with  the  Service,  we  have  the  Honour  to  lift 
Congress  that  in  Addition  to  the  Complete  &  satisfactory  Prom 
made  by  tho  State  last  Fall  for  cloathing  our  Officers  &  Mm, 
have  sent  to  Camp  this  Week  for  the  Privates  2000  excellent  8K 
&  as  many  Pair  of  Overalls,  which  with  the  Quantity  suppliedci 
in  the  Spring  will,  we  hope,  furnish  every  old  Soldier  with  %m 
fortable  Change  of  both. — Besides  which  wo  supply  them  vid 
with  one  Pint  of  Rum,  half  a  Pound  of  Sugar,  i*^  Coffee,  1  olI 
^>^  Tobacco,  &  I^^  Hard  Soap,  &  the  Officers  in  like  Manner  aooi 
iug  to  their  Bank. — A  large  Supply  of  these  Articles  is  now  M 
Way  to  Camp.  Hence  we  receive  frequent  Acknowledgmeili 
our  Attention  to  them,  &  have  Heason  to  believe  that  Congiwik 
not  more  brave  &  contented  Troops,  or  more  Zealous  in  the  poU 
Cause  than  those  composing  the  Line  of  &  belonging  to  the  Stati 
Pennsylvania.  The*  last  Supply  of  Stores  was  issued  at  1 
Bate  of  000  Rations  for  Officers  &  3500  Privates  with  Gen.  Wi 
iogton. — But  it  is  probable  there  may  be  some  Indulgencies  p 
in  tho  I&sues  to  supply  the  Deficiencies  of  Pay. 
The  next  Heads  of  Inquiry,  to  wit. : 

1.  What  Measures  have  been  taken  for  paying,  on  a  Resolotioi 
21  May,  the  Quota  of  45  Millions,  to  be  paid  by  the  1*'  Jan.  Iv 

2.  Circular  Letter  on  the  Necessity  of  paying  into  tho  Gooii^ 
iai  Treasory  the  Monies  called  fur,  &g  { 
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B*  Wbit  Stops  have  been  taken  for  collecting  ft  paying  the 
mfhly  Taxes  called  for  by  a  Resolution  of  the  6th  Oct.  last? 
Ffacte  Points  being  all  reducible  under  one  General  Head  of  In- 
Mtioa,  Til. :  In  what  Situation  arc  the  Taxes  of  this  State  ? — 
r  shall  b^  Leave  to  give  a  general  View  of  the  whole  in  that 
DSBled  View. 

h  the  10th  October,  1779,  the  ABscmblj  passed  the  Law  for 
iag  the  Quota  of  45  Millions — which  was  put  into  Execution 

I  ss  much  Dispatch  as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  would  admit — 
IB  Consequence  of  the  Invasion  of  the  State  by  the  Enemy,  the 

il  Changes  of  Property,  tbe  supposed  Defects  of  former  Returns, 
■■y  other  like  Causes,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  malce  out  a 
p  Taloation  of  Property,  &  that  upon  oath,  a  considerable  Timo 
aMsrily  elapsed  before  the  Duplicates  could  be  given  to  tho 
ketors. — When  delivered  it  is  well  known  that  a  very  great 
portion  of  the  People  of  this  State  from  Disatisfaction,  real  or 
tended  Scruples  of  CoDscicncc,  &  various  other  Pretences  will 
b  ao  voluntary  Payments ;  of  course  legal  Caropulsion  must  be 
1|  which  occasions  Delay.  The  Depreciation  of  the  Money  having 
liednced  the  Fines  for  Non  Acceptance  of  Office  or  Neglect  of 
^  to  a  very  Trifle,  till  lately  altered,  has  been  another  principal 
mo  of  Difficulties. — Many  others  have  necessarily  arisen  on  so 
It  a  Revolution  too  obvious  to  be  now  enumerated,  but  such  as 
IS|  Experience,  a  settled  Government,  &  fixed  Currenoy  will,  wo 
lt|  remove.  On  the  25  November,  1779,  The  Assembly  passed 
Liw  for  raising  the  Monthly  Taxes,  grafting  that  Demand  on 

ff)ediog,  &  directing  the  same  Assessment  &  valuation  to  serve; 
MeauH  many  of  tho  Difficulties  before  mentioned  have  been 
U,&  this  Act  has  been  carried  into  Execution  with  considorablo 
(etoh,  three  of  the  Monthly  Taxes  having  been  paid  in  some 
iaties.  But  as  we  presume  a  tedious  detail  of  particulars  is  not 
■aeh  sought  as  a  general  View  of  the  Subject,  we  shall  shortly 

II  oar  Account  of  Taxes  &  Payments  with  the  United  States,  as 


The  State  of  Pensylv*  in  Acc^  with  the  United  States. 


)r. 


the  Amount  of  Debit  ^        t%  i«. 

Aited  in  the  last  Ace'  >  •■  o  oon  nnn 
im  the  Treasury,      j  ^^fi^^fiOO, 


Contra.  Cr. 
By  Am*  of  Credit  stated  in 

P.  Ace,  5,145,800. 
By  Orders    of   Congress 
since  rec'  &  paid,  470,- 
000  Doll-. 
By  Cash  p<  M'  Hopkin- 
son     to     be     sunk^ 
239,600. 
Ballance. 

yt  the  Ballance  we  have  actually  paid  on  Aoo*  of  Congress  for 
^  procured  last  Spring  in  their  great  Exigence  three  Miilioni 

20* 
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of  Dollars  not  carried  into  the  aboye  Account,  and  as  to  the 
Certificates  for  the  Debts  of  the  Qaarter  Master  Comniiat 
in  this  State  now  made  receivablo  in  Taxes  agreeable  to  a  Ri 
of  Congress  of  May,  &  of  which  a  ycrj  considerable  Pi 
is  now  in  the  Hands  of  the  Collectors  &  Treasurer,  will  far 
lance  the  Quotas  of  this  State  as  demanded  by  the  Bit 
above  recited  &  now  under  our  Consideration. 

Third  Head  of  Inquiry. — What  Measures  taken  by  this 
furnish  certain  specified  Articles  enumerated  in  the  Resoli 
Decem'  1 1«*  &  Feb  5'*  ? 

Answ.  On  the  23'   March  an  Act  passod  in  Conformit 
Resolution  directing  the  Purchase  of  the  following  Articlee, 

40,000  Barrells  of  Flour. 

200,000  Bushels  of  Indian  Com  or  short  Forage  equivah 

1700  Tons  of  Hay. 

14,189  Bu.-<hels  of  Salt. 

24,423  Gall-  of  Hum. 

Commissioners  of  Purchases  were  immcdiutcly  appointed 
able  Parts  of  the  State,  &  in  the  same  Sessions  of  Assemblj 
25  March  an  Act  passed  to  strike  £100,000  in  Bills  of  Oi 
the  Purpose  of  procuring  these  Supplies.  These  Bills  had  a 
never  given  on  any  former  Occasion,  visible  valuable'  Law 
perty  pledged  for  its  redemption  in  4  Years  with  Intev 
various  Accidents  &  delays  the  Money  did  not  issue  from  t 
till  May. — But  in  the  mean  Time  divers  Purchases  of  Fob 
made  on  Credit,  &  the  publick  Horses  preserved  from  pi 
great  Numbers  having  been  sent  in  from  other  States  to  Chi 
Farmers  would  no  longer  keep  them  on  Credit.  The  latter 
May  the  Commissioners  in  various  Parts  of  the  State  being 
with  Money  began  their  Purchases,  but  fonnd  a  Keluctanee 
their  Money,  particularly  in  the  City  of  Philad.  &  County 
caster  for  which  two  Causes  have  been  assigned.  The  Fin 
Shock  which  Paper  Money  has  received  by  the  general  Depr 
&  secondly  the  unhappy  Differences  with  Hespect  to  the  '. 
Adminis"  of  Govcrm^  in  this  State.  Publick  Crtdit  is  of  sod 
Nature  as  to  be  easily  injured  by  an  Influence  &  Weight  n 
considerable  than  that  in  question.  Some  measures  were  I 
obviate  the  Danger  by  engaging  a  Number  of  Persons  of  Con 
Credit  &  Consequence  to  take  it,  &  they  accordingly  agreed  i 
but  DLiappointment  has  still  followed,  as  this  Engagement 
b  ;eu  punctually  &  honourably  adhered  to  in  all  Respects  cvei 
had  obtained  a  free  Circulation  elsewhere.  We  lament  it  as 
not  only  of  much  Embarrassment,  but  as  it  has  contr 
enfeebled  our  Powers  to  collect  thotfe  Supplies  so  indisf 
nece»sary  for  the  Common  Cause.  A  very  large  Sale  of  i 
Estates  &  the  Division  of  Monies  raised  for  a  special  Purpcs 
Bome  degree  supplied  the  Deficiency,  but  we  feel  the  Disappo 
rery  sensibly^  &  are  not  without  Apprehension  that  it  will  I 
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k  in  the  great  pnblidc  Scale. — On  the  17*^  April  we  received 
>  Commander  in  Chief  hia  Direction  in  the  Distribution  of 
ppUea  aa  follow% — 
innlea  17th  April  laat 

(Here  insert  the  Oenerars  Diatribation.*) 

ieh  we  endeavoured  to  conform,  &  have  since  supplied  the 
?oeta  within  the  Country  with  the  Articles  required  as  far  as 
ances  will  permit.  It  is  not  possible  to  state  with  accurate 
t  the  Purchases)  as  many  of  the  Commissioners  have  never 
turns. — ^Thnse  of  Pbilad.,  Lancaster,  Bucks,  {Northampton 
on  a  fair  Estimation  may  be  computed  at — four  thousand 
f  flour,  the  whole  amount  of  Rum  required  of  ^his  State  by 
y  fifteen  hundred  Tons  of  hay,  and  fifty  thousand  bushels  of 
DaU. 

loU  not  flatter  ourselves  that  wo  should  have  been  able  to 
aplyd  with  their  Requisition  with  Punctuality — but  when 
Dgements  were  made  thereon,  suitable  Instructions  given, 
IUD&9S  in  Train,  we  received  from  your  Committee  at  Camp 
Plan,  differing  from  the  tormor  in  Quantity,  Quality,  Times 
I  of  Delivery,  &c.,  and  so  far  disproportioned,  not  only  to 
ity  of  this  State,  but  to  the  Demands  upon  some  of  the 
(tell  that  nothing  less  than  the  purest  Zeal  for  the  common 
determined  Resolution  to  strain  every  Nerve  prevented  our 
ig  Congress  immediately  thereupon.  It  is  shortly  compriied 
ifiowing  Articles : 

Bamlls  of  Flour  *^  Month  to  last  of  Nov'— 1000  to  be 
[  al  Easton,  1000  at  Coryell's  Ferry,  &  the  Remainder  at 

Beef  it  never  was  an  Article  of  Export  from  this  State,  & 
}\j  furnished  this  Spring  was  procured  with  so  much  Diffi- 
at  tnch  an  Ezpence,  not  less  than  £25  Specie  '^  Head,  that 
tready  furnished  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Requisition  to  the 
be  Posts  within  our  Supply  will  require  the  Residue. 
fe  hope  to  be  able  to  procure  in  the  Season. 
85**  Beef  or  Pork — delivered  at  Philada. 
|)»  Bacon  in  3  equal  Deliveries. 
Ihhds.  of  Rum  ^  Month  del'  at  the  Army. 
Bushels  of  Grain  for  Forage  ^  Month;  1..00  to  be  del'  at 
-1500  at  Coryell's  Ferry — Remainder  at  Trenton. 
(^aggons  with  Harness  Com  pleat  &  four  Horses.  * 

Horaes  without  Harness. 

V^affgons  for  90  Days—on  the  Route  of  TransportatioUi 
[Uitia  for  3  Months. 

I  Dotioe  was  taken  in  this  plan  of  the  former  distribution  aa 
f  the  General  on  the  twelfth  of  April,  it  would  have  been 
IL  whether  the  Posta  enumerated  there,  and  not  mentioned 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  YeL  XU.,  p.  821. 
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in  the  second  plan,  were  inolncled  in  it ;  bat  the  ezpren  direetwii 
deposit  at  R^Bton,  Coryell's  ferry,  and  TreDton,  seem  to  ifli|iljlli 
this  was  sdditional  to  the  former,  except  as  to  the  three  plsoM  m 
merated.and  we  have  been  confirmed  in  this  by  theappliestionofyoi 
Board  of  War  to  us  to  supply  these  Posts,  which  we  have  dose  m 
are  daily  doing. 

The  whole  amoant  of  the  demand  then  npon  this  State  willito 
as  foliow8|  Tis* : — 

Fire  thoasand  barrels  of  flour  to  be  delivered  for 
the  Army  Monthly  to  the  1st  of  December,  at 

678.  6d.  ^  Bar.,  Specie,  £84,375 

20,000  at  Tarioai  Posts,  67,500 

1,325  Hogsheads  ram,  89,84S  II 

191,710  Bush.  Short  Forage,  55,043  • 

14,189  buAhels  salt,  15,962  If 

1,700  Tons  of  hay,  9,56211 

80,000  pounds  of  bacon  at  9^,  1,125 

250  Waggons,  Horses  k  Harness  compleat  at  £150,  87,500 

150        do.      on  Hire  at  17s.  6  for  90  days,  18,500 

1500  Horses  at  £30,  45,000 

Militia  90  days,  17 fi^ 


£501,546  U 


Exchange  at  Sixty  -  £ZljMJi 

Reduced  to  Dollars,  100,26}(P 

Exclusive  of  Transportation,  Collection,  &c*,  which  may  be  Mi 
estimated  at  Forty  ^  Cent,  is — One  hundred  and  twe^4 
thousand  and  eighty-nine  pounds,  four  shilling  in  Specie — UuA  I 
Requisitions  on  this  State  will  stand  thus  : 

The  amount  brought  from  the  other  side  is  in  Specie,  £501,545  tf 
Transportation  as  above,  125,080  4 

•  Specie,    £626,685  S 


Supposing  Pennsylvania  to  be  i  of  the  Union,  the  whok  * 
will  be  802,092,800  Dollara,  which  is  602,092,800  DoU"  mm* 
the  whole  Amoant  of  Continental  Money  ever  iasned.* 

That  nothing  might  be  wanting  on  onr  part  we  qnota'd  tiie  Bif 

*  fles  page  478. 
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•itiM  from  the  Committee  on  the  Beveral  Counties  in  the  state  in 
the  following  propoitions,  vii* : 


Counties. 


PbiM»  City, 
da   Coantj^ 

Baeb, 

Liiittster. 

Tok, 

Cunberland. 

Berki, 

Northampton, 


barrels 

of 
Flour, 


bushels 

of 
Flour, 


^  Mouth.  ^  Month. 


800 
200 
800 
500 
1200 
500 
200 
000 
500 


3000 

1000 

2000 

2000 

5000 

500 

500 

600 

1000 


• 

« 
a 
e 

a5 

o 

a 

20 

200 

45 

200 

16 

200 

50 

300 

25 

300 

25 

800 

20 

200 

15 

100 

Salt. 


500 
550 
500 
350 
600 
300 
350 
300 


14189 


Bom, 

gallons. 


24823 


And  here  we  oannot  but  make  one  observation  whioh  must  strike 
Sftij  noprejudioed  mind,  vis',  that  the  smallest  County  in  the  aboTe 
^•otas,  tho'  invaded  bj  the  Indians  is  assessed  Monthly  sixty  barrels 
sf  lovr  more  than  the  whole  of  a  neighbouring  state,  tho'  Floor  b 
As  staple  of  each. 

We  should  do  violenoe  to  our  own  judgments  if  we  were  to  inform 

Oenpess  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  are  of  ability  to  answer 

-Wi  requisition ;  or  that  they  will  be  satisfied  with  sueh  an  asses»- 

-■sit  in  whieh  they  have  had  no  representation,  and  we  take  this 

*P|MJ| Canity,  with  all  due  deferenoe  to  your  Honorable  Body,  to 

"^ggest  oar  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  an  unqualified  delegation  of 

"fright  of  assessing  your  constituents  to  any  Committee  whatever. 

Wt  are  persuaded  it  will  not  agree  with  the  sentiments  of  the 

hhabitanta  of  this  state,  who  have  been  taught  to  reason  on  the 

^Mrine  of  Representation  as  essential  to  Taxation,  and  fully  nnder- 

llaiid  it  as  the  eonstitutioual  Ground  of  this  Contest. 

Having  thus  informed  your  Hon.  Body  of  the  Arrangements 
lide  we  now  proceed  to  state  tho  farther  Measures  taken  to  secure 
Iflooasa.  Wishing  to  draw  from  the  People  the  Supplies  by  volun- 
lij  Parchases,  k  depending  on  the  Acceptance  of  the  State  Money 
«  directed  our  Commissioners  to  forbear  Impressing,  Experience 
•Ting  fiilly  shown  the  Impoteney  &  Difficulty  of  sueh  a  Proceedure. 
Sat  finding  from  the  Embarrassment  stated  &  the  Dissatisfaction  of 
mmj  Parta  of  the  Country  that  the  Progress  was  not  equal  to  the 
lattand  or  our  Wishes  we  issued  the  Proclamation  inclosed,  aceom* 
omng  it  with  Orders  to  Officers,  civil  &  military,  to  contribute  their 
i^  We  have  alao  again  directed  our  Commissioners  to  make  returns 
[  tlMET  Prnonedingi  «very  two  we^  to  the  Coimeil  Boaid  ft  tho 
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Board  of  War,  and  ascertain  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  Case  voaU 
admit,  how  each  could  answer  the  monthly  demand  made.    Tha 
Wisdom  of  Congress  will  readily  discern  that  untill   the  State  of 
the  Harvest  could  be  known  any  Calculation  of  this  kind  most  hsfs 
been  extremely  vague  &  uncertain.     Providence  has  in  this  Respect 
smiled  upon  us,  as  the  Crops  are  good  &  well  got.     One  of  ov 
Commissioners  of  Flour  k  Forage  informs  ns  that  after  the  premt 
Month  he  is  of  Opinion  that  the  Quota  of  his  County  maj  be 
obtained — the  others  have  not  yet  made  any  Kcport.     To  sum  ip 
this  Detail  therefore  in  a  few  Words  &  state  onr  Sentiments,  ws  1n| 
Leave  to  add — That  the  Hay  is  already  procured — a  considenble 
Quantity  of  Rum  has  also  been  purchased  &  delivered  to  the  Conti- 
nental Commissarys. — Bacon  is  not  procurable  in  this  State  on  uj 
Terms,  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  having  even  drawn  their  Snpplitf 
of  this  Article  from  the  adjoining  States. — Salt  k  Rum  will  defcad 
on  the  Importation — here  we  must  observe  that  the  Rum  demanded 
is  i  of  the  whole  importation  of  the  State. — The  Number  of  Militis 
required  will  we  trust  proceed  to  Camp  as  the  Inhabitants  discorer 
great  Alacrity  &  Zeal  on  this  Cull.     We  fear  there  will  be  a  Dei- 
cieucy  of  Waggons  as  this  State  has  borne  the  Burthen  in  a  verj 
great  Proportion  during  the  War.     Those  now  with  the  Army  bare 
been  chiefly  drawn  from  hence. — The  French  Commissary  has  ^ 
procured  800  within  it  besides  700  Horses.— But  a  few  plain  Faek 
will  show  the  exhausted  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  this  Artide  in  t 
dearer  Manner  that  any  Argum*. — The  County  of  Lancaster,  wkiek 
registered  1700  Waggons  in  the  Year  1777,  does  not  now  prodoee 
500,  &  other  Counties  in  a  like  Proportion.     Horses  which  at  tk 
Beginning  of  this  War  sold  for  £25  now  sell  from  50  to  £60  speeiB. 
We  now  close  this  Head  of  Information  with  a  few  Obaervatioii. 
First,  That  it  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  equitable  to  oonsider 
States  as  responsible  for  their  Requisitions  unless  all  publiok  Ftf* 
chases  are  in  one  Hand,  either  Continental,  State  or  private  Assodip 
tions.     We  do  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  the  Continental  Ofieen; 
our  Kzperienco  of  the  Business  has  shown  that  they  have  had  mU 
Difficulties;  nor  would  we  discourage  the  laudable  Zeal  of  Lifr 
viduals,  much  less  would  we  unnecessarily  control  the  Agents  d 
our  Ally  in  their  Purchases  on  a  publick  Account,  but  the  Nnmber 
of  Purchases,  the  Variety  of  xMoney,  &  the  occasional  Intemixtnf* 
of  a  little  Specie  occasions  Competitions  &  Jealousies,  of  whiob  tk0 
Seller  does  not  fail  to  make  his  advantage  at  the  publick  Expense- 
Secondly.  If  tho  Number  of  Purchasers  &  Contractors  be  deatni^ 
tive  of  all  Arrangement  &  Equality,  the  sending  Military  Officer^ 
into  the  State  to  impress,  undirected  by  &  without  a  proper  Gomni^' 
nication  with  the  governing  Authority  is  more  bo.     We  are  wf 
sensible  that  on  many  Emergencies  the  Exercise  of  such  Poweii^ 
however  disagreeable  to  the  People,  are  necessary,  as  in  Case  of  m 
sudden  Irruption  of  the  Enemy  on  a  March,  &e.     But  wherever 
Military  Authority  is  exerted  so  as  to  sapenede  the  AntagumtniB 
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Mb  by  the  oivil  we  apprehend  the  Responnibilitj  of  the  latter 
ight  to  oeaee.  Id  the  above  RequisitioD  this  State  has  been  called 
I  ibr  a  great  Number  of  Waggons ;  we  assessed  them  on  the  Coun- 
iM— the  Magistrates  did  the  same  on  the  Townships.  Major  Leey 
■Mess  acting  agreeable  to  Orders,  has  impressed,  in  three  Conn- 
m  only,  two-thirds  of  the  Teams  demanded  from  the  whole  State ; 
rs  of  these  are  Conntiea  so  distinguished  for  their  Attachment  to  the 
me  that  we  have  never  found  any  Difficulty  in  procuring  every 
ipply  required.  But  the  Waggon  Masters  of  these  Counties  deem 
fli  a  Snpercession  of  our  Orders.  We  of  oonrse  must  deem  our- 
hm  discharged  from  this  Part  of  the  Requisition  as  it  is  impracti- 
lUe  to  preserve  System  &  pursuo  Kzpodient  at  the  same  Time 
dtpendent  of  &  unconnected  with  each  other. 
nird  Qen'  Head  of  Inquiry.  What  has  been  done  on  sundry 
■ohitions  for  calling  in  the  Bills  in  Circulation  &  emitting  new 
di  on  certain  Funds  ? 

Aaaw.  On  the  first  day  of  June  last  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
Ifl^g  the  Resolution  above  referred  to — but  with  a  suspending 
haw  of  its  Operation  untill  a  Majority  of  the  States  should  paas 
HI  of  a  similar  Nature.  An  official  Declaration  from  his  Ezcel- 
Kf  the  President  of  Congress  or  the  Delegates  of  the  State  to  the 
ifRme  Executive  Council  that  a  Majority  of  the  States  had  passed 
m  to  the  above  ££fect|  would  immediately  give  Efficacy  to  the 
w  of  this  State. 
Voarth  Head  of  Inquiry. 

What  has  been  done  by  the  Assembly  in  Consequence  of  a  Requi- 
te of  Congress  to  vest  the  Executive  of  each  State  with  extni- 
iBaaiy  Powers  to  call  forth  the  Military  Resources  of  the  State  f 
Answer.  The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  Ist  June  last  passed  a 
ielve  empowering  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  declare  Mar- 
1  Law  so  &r  as  the  same  should  be  conducive  to  the  Advantage 
the  State.  And  under  this  Authority  the  Supreme  Executive 
BQeii  did  on  the  9th  June  last  declare  Martial  Law  for  the  Pur- 
Viaof  Procuring  Supplies  of  Men  for  the  Army  as  appears  by  the 
tokmation  inclosed.  And  accordingly  groat  numbers  of  UorseS| 
^ggonSi  &o.,  have  been  impressed  into  the  Continental  Service 
llMwe  of  those  drawn  forth  by  Military  Authority  independant 
hft  Council. 

^ha  last  Requisition  of  Congress  was  that  the  exeoutive  Magistrate 
«eh  State  should  correspond  with  the  Committee  at  Camp.  In 
iwer  to  which  we  beg  Leave  to  offer  a  few  Observations  to 
ient  any  Prejudice  or  Mistake.  And  first  we  do  assure  Congress 
^aa  our  Intention  to  have  corresponded  with  their  Committee  as 
ired|  ft  that  we  were  collecting  Information  from  the  Country  to 
»  them  an  accurate  View  of  our  Prospects  of  Supply. — That  the 
mbers  of  the  Committee  having  been  occasionally  in  Town  after 
I  Resolution,  one  of  them  having  actually  conversed  with  the 
iiident|  ft  both  had  the  Opp^  of  Imowing  from  the  Delegatea  of 


OitT  a  Mek  without  neking  anj  Informatioii. — Wlut  Ot 
WBld  MMOiublj  b«  pDt  on  thi«  Condnct  bat  thmt  tin  L 
«u  not  importftut  enoagh  to  be  aooght — that  tha  Oohi 
wtiified,  or  that  tbej  wnght  an  Opp*  to  rgpiweat 
nnbTorablj  to  CongrMi  ft  the  Annj.  After  raanniig 
from  the  Oominittee  of  the  nit.,  the  Conncil  was  naaa 
Opinion  not  to  oorreapond  with  them.  But  that  the  pab 
be  gutrded  ag'  Inoonvenienca  or  Danger,  the  umI 
AeoonntB  in  oar  Power  were  forwarded  to  the  Q'  Mailer  I 
aa  related  to  bia  Departm'  &  to  the  ConiuiBoder  in  Cbittf 
aa  wion  as  they  oonid  be  framed  on  MatEriala  of  tolerabi 
tioitj.  Thej  were  not  in  all  Respeota  m  pirliculer  as 
given  beoanee  we  bavo  Bince  reoeived  more  preoise  &  aoes 
BiatioD.^And  ainoe  this  Nirrative  has  been  begnn  we  bai 
very  enoooraging  Aooounta  fron  I^ncaater  &  York  with  I 
Flour  &  Ponge. 

The  Infbrmatim  requiied  by  your  Hon.  Committee  bm 
to  inply  ■  BespoDubilitj  for  k  Provision  against  anj  I 
DiMppointnent  than  an  Aoqaisitioo  of  Knowledge  in  onfa 
tate  &  procure  Succesd.  This  is  a  RespoDsibility  we  oam 
but  we  are  oonCeot,  A  do  pledge  onrsetvea  to  Gongrea 
every  Power  entmsted  to  ns  with  nnremitted  Ardonr  ft  I 
the  pablio  Canae.  We  seek  to  answer  sll  reasonable  Uxf 
moat  earnestly  wish  to  avoid  every  Thing  which  may  a 
Harmony  ft  Union  ao  neoessary  at  this  Time,  in  thii 
have  given  no  Ueplj  to  the  Letter  of  jour  Cainmittee,  bt 
fnll  ft  free  a  CommuDioation  as  was  in  our  Power  where  i 
of  the  same  use  as  with  the  Committee,  and  in  the  Consei 
having  done  oar  Duty  to  the  atmmt  of  our  Ability,  we  eaa 

■nhnit  Hi    Ih.    .T».]«n«.»    nf   tko  —.11     i„t^^^    Jk    ...^ 
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L.  Nicola  to  Pubs.  ReeDj  17S0. 


I  have  been  favoured  with  your  Excellencies  of  the  28th  oo?eriog 
I  petition  from  the  Artillery  Comp''  lately  commanded  by  Cap* 
Conn. 

From  the  best  enquiries  I  can  make  I  find  for  certain  that  the 
eonpany  has  not  been  clothed  for  this  year,  owing  to  a  punctilio  of 
Cipt  Coran,  to  which  he  obstinately  adhered  not  to  acknowledge 
hinself  in  any  shape  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Flowers,  k  there- 
lore  would  not  receive  clothing  for  his  company  through  that  channel. 

In  regard  of  the  application  to  go  to  cauip  I  am  satisfied  the 
eoopany  is  much  more  usefully  employed  here  than  it  can  be  there, 
uthe  greatest  part  of  the  amunition  used  in  camp  is  made  by  it,  & 
if  new  hands  were  to  be  employed  it  would  be  long  before  they  could 
work  to  good  purpose,  besides  some  of  them  are  Invalids  from  the 
irtillery  reg». 

Some  inconveniences  arising  from  this  body  of  men  being  under 
the  denomination  of  an  artillery  company  it  has  been  the  intention 
of  the  Board  of  War  to  put  it  under  thu  same  regulations  as  the 
other  artificers  in  Col.  Flower's  department,  with  the  consent  of  the 
neo. 

Permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respecty 

Sir, 

Your  most  obcd'  Serv. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
81  Jnly  1780. 
J>ireeted, 

lis  Ezcellenoy,  the  Presid*  in  Conncil. 


Col.  Sam'l  J.  Atleb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780.  ' 

July  30th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Upon  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  28th  I  imme- 
diately repaired  to  Jiancaster  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  fur- 
bishing the  Quota  of  Militia  of  this  County. 

I  fear  the  bringing  them  into  the  Field  will  be  attended  with  great 
difficulty,  as  the  people  apprehended  from  the  Preamble  to  the  late 
Bapplement  of  the  Militia  Law,  that  upon  furnishing  two  men  from 
each  Company  they  were  to  be  eased  of  any  further  Burdens  during 
'the  Time  of  Harvesit  and  seeding. 

Council  may  depend  upon  my  utmost  Exertions  &  Influence  to 
Comply  with  the  Requisitions  of  the  General  &  Congress. 

The  apper  Townships  of  the  County  did  at  first  apprehend  the 
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YoluDteera  were  to  aet  upon  the  Frontier,  but  npon  a  proper  nf 
seutation  of  tbe  matter  to  them  thej  chearfully  sent  them  to  ■ 
they  are  not  the  moat  deficient.  The  aeoond  Detachment  mi 
Lieu<  Hubley  were  moatly  from  Paxton  &  Hanover,  thoae frornl 
^ttalion  of  Lebanon  went  the  firat  under  Oap^  Hnbley.  Iti 
ordered  the  othera  in  and  hope  aoon  to  leceiTe  them. 

I  am  Sir  with  my  reapect  to  Gonndi 
Tour  Ezoellenoya,  moat  obedieal 
&  Tery  Hble  Serv^ 

BAM.  J.  ATUBL 
Directed^ 

Hia  Excellency,  Jo€eph  Reed,  Esquire,  Preaident  of  the  Stall 
Pennsylvania. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Gen.  Washington,  1780. 

jy  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Favour  of  the  16th  Inst  directing  the  Mil 

of  the  City  Light  Horse,  for  whioh  the  necessary  ordera  will  be  011 

&  they  will  proceed  with  all  possible  Diapatoh.     Upon  the  new  n 

of  our  Militia  there  are  Light  Horse  attached  to  the  Troops  of  ew 

County.     The  short  time  since  this  Plan  has  been  adopted  has  a 

permitted  a  thorough   Execution,  but  if  your  Excell'  should  be 

opinion  they  would  be  specially  useful  I  will  endeavour  to  have  the 

completed  as  soon  aa  may  be.     The  Troop  of  the  County  of  PU 

is  already  well  mounted  armed  &  in  Uniform.     I  do  assure  ja 

Ezcell'  every  Stimulus  has  been  used   to  forward  the  Reani 

According  to  Information  they  are  chiefly  selected  and  only  wMl 

proper  Equipment,  but  aa  I  found  this  was  tedious  in  the  Goulq 

directed  them  to  be  sent  hither  &  they  are  now  coming  in.     I  aA' 

opinion  if  your  Excellency  could  spare  a  few  officers  say  5  or  6  p 

dent  &  discreet,  who  could  bear  with  the  oddities  &  even  Hanioiiii> 

tbe  persons,  with  whom  they  will  have  to  do  it  might  forward  tl 

Men,  &  as  it  is  proposed  to  set  about  a  voluntary  additional  Inll 

ment  as  soon  as  this  is  over  we  are  sanguine  enough  to  baKI 

some  Men  might  be  had.     For  thia  Purpose  a  few  clever  Oiiigaai 

would  be  of  great  Service.     Tbe  spirit  which  your  Ezoell'  seMKl 

much  to  wish,  I  think  is  received  beyond  Expectation.     The  kHi 

Gharlestown  like  many  other  seeming  Misfcrtunea  may  perk| 

heavy  as  it  now  appears  prove  a  real  Blessing  to  America.    A  Um 

nre  has  been  set  on  foot  here  to  establish  a  Bank  which  from  tl 

Unanimity  with  which  it  is  espoused  seems  likely  to  produee  6di 

siderable  Advantages  &  Supplies  to  the  Army.     It  waa  at  iP 

constructed  upon  so  narrow  a  scale  as  to  meet  with  Difficoltiea,  be 

being  since  enlarged,  I  hope  will  prove  a  more  faithful  Soont  I 

Supply  than  the  occasional  Expedienta  from  lime  to  Tim  adsfH' 
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kflvfier  Measare  promotes  the  puUiok  Oood  shall  have  my  Aid 
Jooemrenoe  from  whatever  Qaarter  it  proceeds. 
Iks  Lidies  of  the  Place  have  also  oaDshfe  the  happ^  Contagion  ft 
rfcv  Days  H"  Beed  will  have  the  Honor  of  writing  to  yon  on 
\  Bnhjeet  It  is  ezpeeted  she  will  hatre  a  snm  eqnal  to  £100|000 
•  hud  ont  aooordine  to  yonr  Ezoell'ys  Direction  (in  the  Absence 
Kn.  Washington)  ^n  snch  a  Way  as  may  be  thought  most  hon- 
lUe  ft  gratifying  to  the  brave  old  soldiers  who  have  borne  so 
i  a  Share  of  the  Bnrthen  of  this  War.  I  thought  it  best  to 
ition  it  in  this  Way  to  your  Ezceiry  for  yonr  Consideration  as 
Nj  tend  to  forward  the  benevolent  Scheme  of  the  Donors  with 
pildh  I  must  observe  that  the  Ladies  have  excepted  such 
dss  of  Necessity  as  Cloathing,  Ac,  which  the  States  are  bound 
wevide. 

Te  have  just  heard  that  M"  Washington  is  upon  the  Road  to  this 
r  10  that  we  shall  have  the  Benefit  of  her  Advice  &  Assistance 
I  ft  if  necessary  refer  afterwards  to  your  Ezocll'y. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect  ft  Regard,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  obed  ft  very  Hbble  Serv. 
9vseu| 
■ly  80tb|  1780.    To  His  Excellency  Oen.  Washington. 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  office,  July  8 1, 1780. 

ke  board  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  yonr  Excellency  ft  the 
hie  Council,  a  letter  of  the  30th  June,  from  Col.  BroAdhead, 
i.its  indosures. 

U.  Broadhead's  apprehensions  of  being  reduced  to  the  necessity 
Alg  force  te  obtain  provisions,  seem  but  too  Justly  founded. 
ht  hoard  know  not  how  to  supply  him,  unless  it  can  be  done  by 
fCommissioners  in  that  Quarter  ft  thoeie  of  Virginia.     They  are 
fmi  by  Mr.  MeAlister,  an  issuing  Com'y  of  Berkly  County, 

g^rs  to  be  well  acquainted  with  ^^t  Country,  that  provisions 
can  be  had  over  the  Mountains  for  the  Consumption  of  the 
n.  If  so,  to  procure  them  there  would  be  a  most  desirable 
el^  as  it  would  save  immense  expense  of  transportation,  which  in 
I  aitieles  will  greatly  exceed  their  cost  beyond  the  Mountains. 
h^  board  request  a  return  of  the  inclosed  papers,  ft  your  answer 
lii  subject  of  provisions  as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  With  the  highest  respect, 

Y'  Excellency's  most  obed.  H'ble  Serv., 
By  order. 

BEN.  STODDBRT,  Sec'y. 

iaSzoellency  Joseph  Reed;  Esq.|  President,  ft*,  of  Pennsylvania, 
^ar  Office.    •    . 
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Demand  of  Cohmittbb  op  Gokgress  tor  Stm 

1780. 

30,000  barrels  of  Plour  Monthly;  100  to  be  d'  At  Eutoi 
At  Cor jeH'B  ferry,  and  remaioder  at  Easton. 

lb  1 66,835  beef  or  pork,  to  be  deli.vered  at  Philadelphia. 

Ib30;000  Bacon,  in  three  equal  diTisiona,  to  the  Month 
tember. 

2*25  Hogsheads  of  Rum  per  month,  do.  at  the  Army. 

9,142  bushels  of  grain,  for  forage,  per  month  ;  1500  to  be  d 
at  Easton,  1500  at  Coryell's  ferry,  remainder  at  Trenton. 

250  Waggons,  with  harness  compleat,  four  horses  to  eaek 

1500  Horses,  without  Harness. 
Indortedj 

August  1st,  1780.    Demands  on  this  State  by  the  Coma 
Co-operation  at  Camp. 

Quotas  of  the  several  •States  for  1780. 

New  Hampshire,  135,801.        11 ,200  hund.  beef  at  6  83, 

85,643  Gal.  mm,     .  1}, 

Massachuscts,  744,904.  56,000  C.  beef,       .  6  83,  8 

12,126  B.  salt,        .  3, 
195,628  G.  rum,       .If,      1 

Rhode  Island,  58,334.  2,240  C.  beef,  .  6  «8, 1 

2,000  B.  salt,  .  3, 

18,621  G.  rum,  .  If, 

400  Tons  hay,  .  16, 

Gonnecticttt,  660,268.  78,400  C.  beef,  .  6  83.  { 

1,011  B.  Salt,  .3, 

68,558  G.  Rum,  .  IJ,     1 

500  Tons  hay,  .  15, 

New  York,  229,117.  11,200  C.  Beef,      .  6  88, 


13,969  Ba'  flour,  .  9,        ] 

500  Tons  hay,  .  15, 

30,000  B.  Corn,  .  f , 

New  Jersey,  299,214.  18,000  C.  beef,  .  6  83, 1 

10,000  Bar"-  flour,  .  9, 

3,758  B.  salt,  .  3, 

3,500  Tons  hay,  .  15, 

30,000  B.  Corn,  .  f, 

Pennsylvania,  61 8,772  dollars,  40,000  Bar- flour,  .9,        I 

is  Je232,039  5  0.  14,189  B.  salt,  .  3, 

24,423  G.  Rum,  .  IJ,     ■. 

1,700  Tons  hay,  .  15l 

200,000  B.  Com,  ^  1,   .1 
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a,  558,339. 


27,495 
7,600 
f,    13,990} 

6  83,  273,200 
9,  180,000 
15,  3,000 
i,    42,139 


,  1,047,288. 


561,146. 


8,055  Bar>-  flour;  at  9, 

500  Tons  haj,   .  15, 
18,662  B.  Corn, 

40,000  C.  beef, 
20,000  Bar"-  flour, 
200  Tods  haj, 
56,152  B.  Com, 
1,000  Ud<-  tobacco,  60,       60,000 

47,000  0.  beef,       .  6  88,  821,010 
1,278  B*- flour, 
10,700  B.  salt, 
400  Tods  hay, 
200,000  B.  Com, 
100,000  a.  Rum, 
6,000  Hd<*  tobacco,  60, 

49,875  C.  beef, 
15,000  B»-  flour, 
4,500  B.  salt, 

800  Tons  hay, 
80,000  B.  Corn, 


8, 
15, 

f, 


ha,  552,280. 


11,502 

82,100 

6,000 

150,000 

166,666} 

860,000 

6  88,  340,646^ 
9,       135,000 
3,  13,500 

15,        12,000 
i,         60,000 

6^83, 109,280 

3,        156,000 

15,000 

200,000 

12,000 

60,000 


3, 

H, 
15, 


amount  5,704,454 
'  barreU  flour,      at 
I -Bushels  salt, 
'{Gallons  Rum, 
3y>S8  hay, 
iBnahcLi  Cora, 


1 6,000  C.  beef, 
52,000  C.  Rice, 
5,000  B.  salt, 
120,000  G.  Rum, 

800  Tons  hay, 
80,000  B.  Cora, 

Sp.  dollars  called  for  Pennsylvania. 
9  dollars,         -        -        -        860,000 
3      "         -        -        -        .       42,667 
H    «     .        -        -        .  40,705 

15    «         ....      25,500 
t      «     -        -        -        -        150,000 


bv^  flour  in  addition  at  9  dollars. 


618,772 
90,000 


708,772 

of  supplys  called  for  amount  in  Spanish  dollars  to  5,704,454 
dollars,  one-eighth'^  of  which  is  711,807. 

300,000  Inhabitants  in  Pennsylvania. 
8 


mi,- 
)0. 


2,400,000 
-1780,  August  1*'.  Quotas  of  the  several  states  for  the 

*  See  p.  467. 
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Gen.  Washington  to  Prbs.  Rebd,  1780. 

Peeks  Kill,  Aaguai  Ist^  1780. 
Sir, 

I  beg  lea?e  to  inform  your  Ezcellencj  that  the  ezigeoCT  of  tti 
Bervioe  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  call  the  German  wtibi 
from  Sunbury  to  join  this  army^  &  that  I  mast  embraee  the  earlial 
opportunity  to  transmit  an  order  for  the  purpose.  I  have  tkoo^ 
it  proper  to  communicate  this  to  Your  Ezcellencyi  that  you  vmH 
you  deem  it  essential,  supply  its  place  by  incorporating,  &  ordcri| 
a  number  of  your  militia  to  act  in  that  quarter.  Had  the  requiatM 
of  the  Honorable  the  committee  of  Congress  to  the  state  for  mea  ll 
fill  her  battallions,  been  even  nearly  complied  with,  and  wbieh  I 
thought  as  they  did  the  Public  interest  required,  I  should  ha?e  fin* 
gone  the  advantages  which  would  have  been  derived  from  tb 
service  of  this  Corps  and  continued  it  at  its  present  station;  bit 
this  not  having  been  the  casCj  I  am  compelled  to  avail  mysdf  oftii 
aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  the  greatest  respect^ 

your  Excellency's 

most  obet.  bom.  Mrvanty 
G-  WASHINGTON. 
His  Excellency  Grovr.  Reed. 


Pb£S.  Resb  to  Col.  Nioh.  Lutz,  1780. 

Col.  Nich.  Luti,  Gomm.  of  Poreh 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  81  ult  is  now  before  me,  &  has  beenooi 
cated  to  the  Council.  We  have  yet  had  no  arrangement  froa  tki 
Board  of  War  but  it  is  our  Direction  that  you  proceed  in  the  ParohHi 
of  Flesh  with  state  money  as  in  the  Case  of  other  PorchaMi  4 
a  farther  arrangement  takua  Place. 

As  there  is  no  Person  yet  at  Easton  to  take  Charge  of  the  FliV 
ou  will  keep  it  untill  some  Directions  are  given  at  thai  PlaeSy  kl 
eg  you  would  use  your  utmost  Industry  to  procure  a  Npslf 
agreeable  to  the  Directions  you  will  receive  herewith.  Major  MM 
with  a  Party  of  Horses  is  at  Easton,  if  yon  find  DifliooltMS  ii 
executing  your  office  from  the  perverseness  or  obstinacy  of  Tom 
you  must  apply  to  him  for  assistance.  It  is  no  Time  for  CerBBOi|^ 
or  Delay.  You  may  purchase  Rye  at  the  Price  you  mention  bsti^ 
is  not  so  safe  a  Grain  as  Corn  or  Oats,  you  will  therefore  Ml 
cautionly. 

I  am  Sir,  your  very  Hbble.  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 
Indonedf-^Augnsi  Ist  1780. 


I 


mnrsiLYANiA  abghives  itso.         475 

Gra.  Obbskb  to  Prss.  Rbbd,  1780. 

YerpLiDk's  point,  Isi  Aagiuty  1780. 

0  yonr  BzoelleDcy'a  favoiir  of  the  19th  alto.*  whioh  I  would 
Pcn  an  answer  to  before  this,  bat  as  we  ha?e  been  on  the 
ind  I  seperated  from  my  papers,  a  great  part  of  the  time,  it 

1  oat  of  my  power. 

wstood  by  the  reqaisitions  of  the  Committee  of  Congress, 
gr  were  saffioiently  expressive  of  the  end  and  uses  of  the 
ecpired,  being  for  the  support  and  organiiation  of  the  army, 
narter  master's  and  Commissary  department  were  anfumished 
iMj,  and  conseqnently  nnable  to  make  the  neoessary  pro- 
I  wish  whatever  the  state  have  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
nasters  department,  and  whatever  they  may  hereafter  pro- 
m  the  requisitions  that  have  been  made,  may  be  forwanled 
rmy  without  loss  of  time. 

lot  pretend  to  enter  into  a  oalculation  of  the  ability  of  the 
Bninsylvania,  but  I  will  venture  to  assure  your  Excellency, 
rhat  has  been  required  of  her  is  greater  than  her  abilities,  it 
le  from  our  having  too  high  an  idea  of  her  resources,  and 
a  view  of  drawing  down  upon  her  the  least  imputation  of 
IT  involving  her  in  any  unnecessary  distress.  Colo.  Cox, 
swart,  and  others  were  consulted  in  framing  the  Estimates, 
I  (dear  in  opinion,  that  the  resources  of  Pennsylvania  were 
d  to  the  demand  that  was  made.  Whatever  blame  may 
n  an  improper  apportionment  upon  the  states,  the  Com- 
f  Congress  are  not  chargable  therewith  in  the  least  degree, 
leir  not  having  made  any  alterations  in  the  Estimates  laid 
lam  is  a  matter  of  blame,  nor  can  I  persuade  myself  that 
i  an  Idea  of  interested  political  or  party  views  in  the  whole 
tainess,  neither  can  I  suppose  any  thing  was  done  with  an 
t  of  discrediting  the  Councils  and  Government,  of  Penn- 
;  and  so  far  as  I  have  had  any  concerns  in  the  measure,  I 
ipon  my  honor  I  have  seen  no  disposition  of  the  kind,  and 
qnyielf  there  is  nothine  in  my  conduct,  since  I  have  been  in 
fo,  oan^  induce  a  belief^  that  I  would  wish  to  do  an  injury, 
the  state,  or  to  the  men  in  power  at  the  head  of  it.  There 
I  principles  upon  which  the  Estimstes  were  grounded,  one 
ibility  of  the  State,  the  other,  the  practicability  of  drawing 
aa  wanted  in  time ;  and  these  two  have  been  the  governing 
I  that  have  guided  the  \onduot  of  those  who  have  had  the 
under  consideration. 

npoasible  to  carry  on  a  war  without  oppressing  the  Inhabi- 
lome  degree ;  and  however  disagreeable  and  inconvenient  it 
to  the  people,  and  to  those  in  power,  a  regard  to  the  com- 

*  See  page  42G. 


tbit  ban  been  ordered  to  Ottmp,  aad  that  thej  be  It 
witb  atqrea  or  forsga  ucording  aa  tbe  oirouinataiMM  m 
Djputius  hare  bson  fuUj  iastrastad  witb  rospeiit  to  (tu  I 
ore  to  be  forwardod,  and  will  take  tbeir  meaiiue*  aoeordii 
Kxoellenaj  ia  too  well  aoqaninted  with  the  Giranineta 
Forage  Department  to  need  any  ciplaQatioa  upon  that  I 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respijct  your  Eicellenoya, 

most  obedient  Huinbl.  aerrant, 
NATU  GBUENE 
Hia  Ercellenoy  Gorernor  Keed. 

Pass.  Beed  to  Libutbitants  of  Cocnties, 

Id  Conoei),  Pbilad-,  Aaenat  1 
Sir, 

Artcr  having  informod  jon  on  tbe  nit.,  that  i 

neceewry  to  arruoge  the  Militia  under  yonr  direction  ao 
Clawos  might  be  in  rcndmesB  to  march  immediately.  1  c 
but  tbut  with  your  uuuai  zeal  and  atteution  yon  have  ] 
fur.  It  is  now  my  duty  to  infarin  you  that  the  time  ii 
their  BssisUnce  is  required  to  co-nperate  with  the  main  I 
evening  I  received  a  letter  from  Ilia  ExeellcDcy  Oenentl 
to  the  following  import. 

"I  have  no  scruple  of  anRonncing  to  yon  that  New 
"  olijeot  of  my  prtparations  and  if  the  resipective  states  i 
"tbe  TcquiBitiooB  made  on  them  there  is  a  welt  sroun« 
"  putting  a  speedy  and  hippy  termination  to  the  War.    ] 
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mfaJmd  mj  friende  and  fellow  01  tiiens  to  the  field  partake  of  their 

Idi  and  dangers  and  ahare  with  them  the  hononr  which  I  have  no 

»bt  they  will  acquire.*    Their  lives  health  and  comfort  will  be 

leoli  of  my  particular  dre  and  as  far  aa  circumstanoea  will  admit 

■y  thing  necessary  for  the  purpose  will  be  provided. 

In  the  mean  time  I  would  recommend  to  every  one  to  come  as 

lU  cquipp'd  as  possible  especially  in  the  articles  of  blankets  shoes 

apsaoks  and  canteens,  nor  depend  on  publick  stores  which  by  the 

Ig  course  of  the  War  are  now  much  exhausted. 

2a  soon  as  equipped  they  arc  to  March  to  this  Place  with  all 

nedition. 

The  Regimental  staff  I  would  wish  to  have  formed  as  soon  as 

oaible  that  the  Men  may  know  to  whom  to  look  for  their  necessaries. 

voy  one  who  brings  his  own  arms  will  be  entitled  to  receive  a 

iiBish  dollar  or  sixty  Continental  dollars  for  the  use  of  it  during  his 

loor  of  duty.     You  will  also  remember  to  send  your  own  surgeon  & 

lite.  You  are  by  Law  iropowered  to  draw  forth  Waggons  to  transport 

ks  accessary  Baggage  of  the  Troops. 

I  am  Sir^ 

Your  Obed.  Hbbic  ser. 

To  Esquire  L*  of  the  County  ofj 


PfiES.  Beed  to  Major  Lbb,  1780. 

Bte  Sir, 

;  Ineeived  your  Favour  this  Day  but  cannot  help  believing  it  was 
hteded  for  some  other  governing  Officer  of  a  State,  as  I  do  not  rccol- 
^  iny  Instance  wherein  the  Officers  of  the  Army  or  of  your  Corps 
^  been  neglected  so  as  to  occasion  the  Discontents  you  mention. 
Vtkere  is  any  Thing  in  our  Power  to  add  to  their  Comfort  or  Satis- 
blini  in  the  Service  it  will  give  us  great  Pleasure  to  carry  it  into 
faioition  as  both  you  &  tbcy  may  bo  assured  that  wo  have  a  duo 
BAnttion  of  their  Merit  &  Services  &  that  we  arc  happy  in  every 
^Iftortunity  to  give  them  the  most  substantial  Proofs  of  it.  You 
Station  that  you  have  come  into  this  State  to  impress  Teams  but 
'hi  been  probably  owing  to  the  Hurry  of  Business  that  you  have 
^  been  more  explicit  as  I  presume  you  intended  to  have  done  it 
^itt  the  aothority  of  the  State.    I  have  therefore  inclosed  Letters 

•  the  Commissioner  of  Purchases  &  to  the  Waggon  Master  of  the 
^  to  apply  to  you  for  Assistance  in  executing  any  Orders  of  this 
i^iim  which  you  may  have  brought  from  the  Commander  in  Chief 

*  I  know  of  no  other  Authoritv  out  of  the  State  which  could  on  any 
^tfK  Foundation  exercise  such  a  Power  over  the  Inhabitants  of  the 

t  am  extremely  happy  to  hear  you  havo  come  into  this  State  at 

*  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  452. 
Vol.  Vra.— 21 
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this  lime  as  I  am  penaaded  the  pnblidk  Serrioe  will  zec|mn  mm 
Ihing  more  than  legal  Ooeraon  &  I  know  of  do  Oflieer  or  Corpiii 
whoae  Pnidenoe  &  Diaoretion  more  Depcndanee  eoald  be  pbaed.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  yon  freqaentt^  &  if  not  inconwitUiit  li 
know  the  Natore  k  Extent  oi  your  Ordera. 

And  am  Dear  Sir, 

Toor  Sincere  Friend  ft  Obed| 
Hbblo  Senr. 

JOS.BBEIL 
Directed, 
Major  Lee. 

Jndoriedf 
Angnat  1,  1780.    To  Major  Lee  of  Light  Horse. 


BoABD  OF  War  to  .Pbes.  Beed,  1780. 

War  Office,  Angost  2, 1789. 
Sir, 

As  the  messenger  from  the  fort  pitt  department  is  waitisg,  Ihi 
board  rcaucst  tbcj  may  be  favoured  with  the  opinion  and  dsim 
nation  of  your  Excellency  and  the  hon9arabIe  Conncil  relttiisli 
the  subject  of  their  letter  of  the  Slat  nU«*  and  Col*  Brodhead  iodod 
therein;  whose  information  and  that  of  others  present  no  other altiF 
native,  than  using  military  force  in  procuring  provisions  for  M 
garrison  and  its  dependencies,  or  abandoning  all  the  posts  oo  tiMi 
frontiers ;  unless  a  competent  supply  of  provisions  can  be  foniiki' 
by  the  commissioners  of  this  state  and  those  of  Virginia. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  Servants. 

In  behalf  ft  by  order  of  y  board. 

TIM.  PIGKEBINO. 
Directed, 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
War  Office. 


Pbs6.  Beed  to  Board  oe  War,  1780. 

In  Council, 

Philad-  Angoat  2^  ITtIk 
Gentlemen : 

The  Papfn  from  Fort  Pitt  were  laid  before  the  Gooneil  J«t^ 
day,  at  a  Time  when  we  had  just  received  Oen.  Washbgton'sHM^ 
tions  to  call  out  a  large  body  of  Militia— it  has  been  impraulii*'' 

*  See  page  471. 
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■Utr  them  with  the  Attention  neeesstrj  to  give  any  Answer 
ihoit  a  Period.  We  have  had  no  Report  from  our  Oommis- 
'in  that  Qaarter  nnee  hie  Appointment,  ezoept  that  the  Debts 
» Q^  BI**  ft  Commissary's  Departments  in  that  Country  were  so 
OS,  &  had  diaoontented  the  People  so  mueh,  that  be  found  great 
iky  in  making  Pnrchases.  We  have  done  eyery  Tbiug  in  our 
r  i  seasonably ;  if  any  Deficiency  has  happened,  wo  foar  it  must 
ipated  to  the  System,  the  Impracticability  of  which  appears 
Day  more  conspiouous.  The  Commissioner  at  Reading  has 
Tery  anxiously  for  the  Arrangement  of  that  Post ;  wo  must 
it  that  some  Regulation  may  be  made  for  the  Issues  at  the 
us  Posts  enumerated  by  the  Commander  in  Chief — as  the 
fflds  are  now  made  &  supplied  without  Rule  or  Measure,  except 
neaster,  where  the  Supplies  furnished  by  our  Commissi  amounted 
ly,  to  GG08  Rations— in  June,  6625. 

I  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  consider  &  form  an  Answer  upon  the 
1  firom  Fort  Pitt,  we  shall  return  one— *In  the  mean  Time,  we 
i?e  no  Objection  to  the  using  any  necessary  Com  pulsion,  rather 
the  Troops  should  suffer.  We  feel  &  lament  the  numerous 
nlties  which  present  themselves  on  this  Modo  of  supplying  an 
Tf  and  as  far  as  is  m  our  power,  shall  endeavor  to  obviate  them 
\  we  hope  it  will  always  bo  considered,  that  when  we  undertook 
msent  Offiees,  the  Duties  of  Qaarter  Master  &  Commissary 
■oi  included  in  them ;  &  that  from  the  Novelty,  Intricacy  k 
it  of  the  Business,  together  with  our  other  Duties,  great  Allow- 
mst  be  made. 

I  am,  Gent, 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 

a  Board  of  War. 


Ephraim  Blaine  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Toppan,  August  3^1780. 
nred  Sir, 

a  Consumption  of  Provisions,  have  Increased  this  Eight  days 
ttid  without  the  States  use  four-fold  Exertions,  the  Army  can- 
ibng  Subsist;  there  is  now  but  Ten  days'  flour  within  the 
libonrhood  of  Camp,  Kind's  ferry  &  Morris  Town,  Six  days' 
:y  of  Beef,  and  little  or  no  Rum ;  and  what  distresses  me  beyond 
Itte,  I  have  this  moment  been  InfDrmed  that  the  3Iagazine  at 
ton  is  quite  Exhausted,  and  all  the  flour  &  Rum  there  would 
«{ad  One  Brigade  of  Waggons. 

^plying  the  French  Army  at  Rhode  Island,  has  held  backpart  of 
applies  of  Beef  I  had  reason  to  Expect  from  the  Eastern  States: 
pvea  me  reason  to  doubt  I  shall  fall  far  short  of  a  Sufficiency  of 
Article,  without  great  Assistance  from  the  Southward — much 
ndance  is  put  on  your  State  for  flour;  therefore,  pray  youf 
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Ezoellenoy  &  Gounoil  to  giye  us  Immediate  relief  end  eveqr  | 
Assistance,  else  the  Army  must  andoubtedlj  disband  lor  i 
Sobsistanoe.  Marquis  La  Fajatte  is  j  ust  returned  from  Rhode 
and  brings  little  News,  Except  the  French  Army  are  in  great 
and  with  the  Militia  was  well  prepared  to  have  received  Sir 
Clinton  &  bis  Army,  had  he  proceeded  as  was  Expected.  I  Bell 
army  will  remain  here  several  days.  I  have  the  Honor  to  1 
respectfully;  your  Excellencies  Most  obed^  Hble.  Serv^ 

EPH.  BLAINE,  0-  ( 

JHrectcd^ 

Public  Service. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed|  Esq',  President  of  the  B 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Ephraim  Blaikb  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Bang's  Ferry,  8'  August,  1 
Sir, 

The  Committee  of  Congress  at  Head  Quarters  having  GaBi 
the  States  to  furnish  Supplies  for  Our  Army,  (during  the  Cai 
which  is  Increasing  fast,  and  makes  the  daily  Consumptien 
visions  very  considerable,  and  will  require  every  possible  I 
of  the  States  to  keep  them  Supplied. — 

Your  State  is  requested  to  furnish  five  thousand  barrels  ( 
Two  hundred  &  Twenty  fivo  hogsheads  of  Rum,  k  166,835 
of  Beef  ^  Month — there  is  fourteen  Brigades  assembled 
Neighbourhood,  and  Recruits  hourly  coming  in,  which|  i 
followers  of  the  Army,  now  Consume  One  hundred  barreb 
and  Sixty  five  head  of  Cattle  daily.  The  requisitions  made 
Committees  of  Congrees  upon  the  respective  States  for  Pkt 
are  Calculated  to  supply  Our  Army,  which  is  very  shortly  B 
in  the  field ;  and  without  a  speedy  Complyancc,  they  cann 
subsbt  3— -have  in  the  most  pressing  terms  to  beg  your  Eao 
and  Council  to  press  the  State  Contractors  to  use  everj  ; 
means  to  facilitate  their  respective  Purchases,  and  forward  thi 
Rum  acrecable  to  the  Orders  of  the  Committee.  The  Beef  Ga 
be  received  by  Cap'  Little  at  Philadelphia,  whom  I  have  a] 
to  Superintend  that  Business,  and  forward  them  by  Droves  \ 
Quarters.  I  shall  bo  happy  in  Adopting  any  measure  whi 
make  the  delivery  of  Supplies  Easey  for  your  State. 

Our  sudden  March  from  Prackuess  in  Jersey,  to  this  plae 
me  Conclude  that  a  very  few  days  would  bring  us  into  Nei 
but  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  speedy  return  from  his  Intended  Ex; 
to  Rhode  Island,  has  prevented  his  Excellency  General  Was 
from  proceeding  further.  We  are  now  recrossing  North  Bit 
going  to  take  post  near  Dobb's  ferry,  which  is  about  Eightee 
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knr  this  plaee;  and  I  premime  we  shall  remiun  there  until  the 
irinl  of  the  Seeood  Diviaion  of  the  French  Fleet. 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  Esteenii 

Tear  Ezcellencics  most  obed*  hble.  Serv*, 

EPH.  BLAINE,  a  O.  Paroh*. 
Si  Ezeelleney  Joseph  Beed;  Esq'. 


P&XS.  BjEKD  to  GeOKQK  GlLLESPIBy  1780. 

Aug.  id,  1780. 

Mr.  Hatlaok  being  in  Congress  has  laid  yonr  Letter  before  ns.  Bat 
m  olearlj  of  Opinion  that  the  Besolntion  of  Congress  being 
nd  before  regular  Oovemment  were  established  &  tending  to  con- 
t-Ihe  internal  Police  of  those  States  cannot  under  such  a  Change 
(Snomatances  avail  jon  as  an  Excuse  for  Non  Payment  of  jour 
ilia  Tazee— The  Laws  of  the  Sute  must  be  the  Bole  of  Conduct 
;4ase  who  live  under  its  Power  &  Protection  to  which  jou  will 
pirii  to  pay  a  cheerful  Obedience— As  to  any  Acts  of  Oppression 
P|lsined  of  the  Laws  are  open  to  any  one  who  esteems  himself 
mi — to  thorn  we  recommend  you  to  apply  for  Bedress,  It  being 
^■sihle  for  the  Supreme  Ezeoutiye  Council  to  administer  Justice 
pwy  Individual  who  is  or  thinks  himself  injured  by  any  of  the 
issa  If  the  Laws  arc  deemed  grievous  you  have  a  Bight  to  leave 
iftate  in  which  we  shall  give  you  our  Concurrence  so  far  as  is 
MHj — ^we  doubt  not  the  Liberty  k  Independence  of  the  Country 
m  so  near  established  all  those  who  have  continaed  here  waiting 

X  favourable  to  the  British  Govemm',  &  their  own  Wishes 
mean  Hme  reluctantly  obeying  the  Laws  of  the  State  & 
kliassing  the  publick  Measures  as  far  as  was  consistent  with 
ir  tm  personal  Safety  &  who  shall  now  withdraw  from  the  County 
l\$ooa  be  replaced  by  Persons  of  a  dififercnt  Disposition  « 
meter. 
'*  I  am  sir, 

yourObd.  Hbbl.  Serv^ 

h  Mr.  Gtoorge  Qillespie  Bucks  County. 


kad«danto  hoM  themnlniia'TCadiiMH  to  nuAit 
Wwitog    Oa  tha  tcrivBl  of  iIm  FnaA  FImL  (Mmi  w 

3'  uIb  ^me  is  oonndenblj  ferwuded.  I  bn*  wiU 
Wi'lriaMb'ffr  tkaato  nndenoaiat  l^nBlaaMa 
tako  the  npper  Bonte.  I  flatter  mysalf  than  will  he  M  ■ 
t^t7  M  flu  MMmblj  be  Mpeeted  ft«a  the  Bq  '  "^ 
tfpHifla  TVeepi.  'Sborid  ujIMiig  htHmOpig, 
ftb  to  1^  y<oor  SueQr  NotiM.—  ■- 

I  aMt  >lK>begle«*«»Beallm  1h»t  ov  wehMi 
akriw  npnaented  to  ni  fhat  ie  nu;  FleeW  vma-WV 
todepont  now  ft  Fang*,  igmeble  tojoorBmUi^ 
the»«  «n  M  PhMw  to reeehe  it-«Bd  aixt  Ibete  IlihM 
hlajnlof  die/fMiu  ordered  out  no  FneoK  bring -IM 
leeel  riiwIiM  to  Teedte  A  iUM  the  Vonn  -  Meafi 
Vumgs.  Tm  i^ateni  nwgwiHly  implnt  >  ReeeiTtf  •■ 
the  Porehenr  the  latter  deliT«ri^  on  Aee*  of  the  SihiP 
reoditeR  in  Beh^f  of  the  GontiBOrt— ft  kIm  thM  the  111 
leoahttble  by  the  Oemmiaajr-^ft  Fonge  byOe  ^  H iM 
where  we  hate  been  Seated  to  dep^at  »  eonnderaHnl 
iFKinr  ft  FoTun  tnen  ii  no  Penon  to  neeiTO  or  flMiH 
dMtuieBpon  tbe€na|nriieBBB.  A  Letter  bin  efaoMI 
etied  to  ni  from  Ur.  Formu  el  ^hentos,  lepniNMi 
TwBi  eent  him  fhim  tlm  State  ue  mmeeeemry  i-iajH 
ting  aa  be  WM  then  utawDy  dfeeherging  Tolantuy  TelW 
Hay  ft  Paatore  ft  Pay,  ft  expready  dedaring  Aat  ff « 
Aeea  'Aitielea  be  ean  do  tlia  TrampotlBtim  with  thb  V 
State  is  whieb  he  Uvea.     - 

Olie  aaiidiag  tbeee  Teams  oat  rf  the  State  toaetbw 
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in  of  the  greatest  Bifficalties  in  performiDg  former  orders^— 
imber  of  Teams  in  the  State  is  greatly  radaeed,  Laaoaster 

whieh  formerly  registered  1700  now  does  not  register  500  & 
i  those  an  ordinarTp  some  of  the  other  Counties  hare  de- 
in  a  greater  Proportion.     We  must  intrcat  yonr  Ezcell^  to 

|hat  it  is  with  real  Belaetanoe  we  decline  any  Beqnisition 
i  we  are  perswaded  you  wonld  not  make  any  which  you  did 
an  necessary,  but  we  dare  not  misletd  in  Points  of  so  great 
■•noe  or  give  Ezpeotations  where  we  have  no  solid  Ground 
pon«  The  present  Resources  &  Ability  of  this  State  are  greatly 
taAad  whether  thro  Ignorance  cr  Design  is  not  so  material. 
Itea  given  in  Specie  are  the  most  undenisble  Proofii  of 
li  Horses  purchssed  by  the  French  Oommissary  tho  not  of 
I  Qoslity^  have  on  an  Average  cost  £60  eaoh.  His  Waggons 
IP^pad  oOi  a  like  Scale.  The  Justice  of  our  Remarks  must 
Viove  dearly  when  your  Ezoellenoy  recolleota  that  the  Army 
m  diiefly  supplied  with  Horses  &  Wsggons  from  this  State 
Iha  War,  that  the  most  of  them  now  attached  to  the  Army 
Wtt  from  this  State.  The  Q'  Master  yesterday  dodared  that 
'all  the  supplies  furnished  the  Army  (imported  Articles  ez- 
I  kad  been  drawn  from  this  State  for  three  Years  past  These 
stances  cannot  hil  of  making  a  due  impression  on  your  EzcelU 
Mug  you  that  our  Representations  on  this  Subject  are  not 
lali  of  Indisposition  to  comply  with  reasonable  Requests  but 
ing  from  a  Knowledge  of  the  real  State  of  the  Country  & 
[y  deserve  more  Consideration  than  those  of  Persons  who  if 
MS  the  Suspicion  of  Partiality  or  sinister  Views  must  be  ad- 
lo-be  ignorant  of  the  Circumstances  of  the  State.  It  is  to 
ppnhensible  that  any  ahould  be  found  who  would  undertake 
Me  the  Ability  of  a  State  whose  Knowledge  extends  no 
than  the  Bounds  of  tlie  City.  But  we  depend  on  your  Ez- 
Sandour  Discernment  &  Impartiality,  &  hope  you  will  do  us 
See  to  believe  that  as  nothing  has  been  omitted  so  we  shall 
e  our  exertions  in  the  publidc  Service  with  unremitted  At- 

» 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  respect  and  Regard, 

your  Ezoell'  most  Obed.  Hbbl  Sen* 
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GoL.  Samuel  J.  Atlee  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

LanoaateTi  Avgt.  4Ui,  171 
Sir, 

I  have  issued  the  orden  for  the  immediate  holding  in  fen 
the  three  first  Classes  of  the  militia  of  this  Gonntj.  The  ] 
complain  loadlj  that  the  Goanties  of  Chester,  York,  and  Oi 
land  have  not  done  equal  duties  with  the  County  of  Lanonta 
appeal  to  the  Law,  whioh  provided  that  no  County  shall  be  ea 
service  untill  the  other  Counties  in  the*  State  have  performei 
equal  Tours.  I  shall  nevertheless  proceed  with  the  utmost  1^ 
endeavour  to  fulfill  the  wish  of  Oounoill.  I  have  this  minute 
a  line  from  the  Honble.  the  Vice  president  with  a  packet! 
Resolutions  fof  the  Roomiting  service  which  I  have  distrifas 
the  different  Battalions.  Give  me  leave  to  observe,  Sir,  that  h 
will  credit  us  untill  their  arrival  at  Philada.  your  Ezcelleie 
know  well  the  disposition  of  Recruits,  that  nothing  satisfies  si 
the  monies  promised  upon  their  entering. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  upon  proper  enoourageflM 
a  sum  of  hard  money  placed  in  my  hands,  I  could  procufs  s 
many  good  men  in  this  County,  much  fitter  for  the  service  d 
idle  lurking  fellows  to  be  found  about  the  Wharves  of  PI 
always  found  the  Pbilad.  Recruits  the  worst  sent  into  thes 
look  upon  one  sprightly  young  fellow  from  the  Country  worti 
bo  found  in  Cities. 

The  reward  of  two  Hundred  dollars  upon  the  Delivering 
Recruit  at  the  Barracks  will  not  procure  any  from  the  Com 
provision  b^ng  made  for  the  subsistanoe  untill  such  deliveiy 
the  Ezpcncc  of  traveling — ^in  both  which  articles  two  Hundied 
will  go  but  very  little  way. 

I  am  Sir,  with  he  highest  Respeoti 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  very  Hblo  Servt. 

'  SAM.  J.  ATI 

On  publick  service. 
Directed f 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire  President  of  the  i 
Pennsylvania. 


Pres.  Reed  to  BRia.  Gen.  James  Potter,  Hi 

Dear  Sir, 

The  General  has  called  for  4000  militia  to  co-operata  w 
Main  army  in  an  attack  on  the  City  of  New  York,  in  Conj 
with  our  allies  who  have  arrived  at  Rhode  Island,  forming 
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mpeetiUa  Foroeboih  bj  an  &  Land,  Your  Ezpcrienea,  Jodgenenl 

liotinty  will  be  of  great  soirioe  to  tho  Gonatry,  on  this  Ommioni 

k  fecoliarlj  so  to  me.    If  therefore  it  is  poesible  for  yon  to  come  I 

diiU  be  g]i^  to  see  yon  as  soon  as  yon  can  consistent  with  the  servioe 

vbh  I  moat  request  yon  to  undertake  on  the  Way.    We  have 

«iltd  for  the  Militia  from  Cumberland,  &  York,  which  we  hope  you 

liD  Ibrwaid  aa  soon  as  may  bo  or  rather  we  hope  you  will  bring 

Ami  down  with  yon,  we  shall  endeavour  to  get  every  Thing  in 

iBadiness  here^  I  expect  to  leave  this  Place  12th,  Inat.  &  ahall  bo 

inatient  to  see  you  as  soon  as  is  consistent  with  the  Nature,  & 

BaUlf  of  the  aervioe. 


Prxs.  Bud  to  Boabd  of  War,  1780. 

Qmtlemen, 

Having  as  soon  as  in  our  Power  considered  the  Papers  sent  us  from 
lort  Pitt,*  we  now  return  them  agreeable  to  your  Request  with  such 
Ubrmatiott  on  this  subject  as  will  comply  with  your  Bequest,  &  if 
lay  Thing  is  omitted  will  cbearfully  supply  it. 

Boon  after  the  Resolve  of  Congress  calling  on  the  state  for  speei- 
iksnplies,  the  Assembly  passed  an  Act  empowering  ns  to  appoint 
QlBiiissioners  in  the  several  Counties  to  carry  it  into  Kzeeution.  On 
itk  Bd  april,  among  others  we  appointed  Samuel  Lyon,  for  the 
flmaty  of  Cumberland,  &  John  Allen  for  the  County  of  Westmore- 
had  uving  Fort  Pitt  in  Contemplation  as  an  Object  of  their  Attea- 
fcn  Boon  after  we  received  from  the  Gen.  an  arrangement  of  these 
■fpliss  a  Copy  whereof  we  lately  sent  you,  we  immediately  for* 
vmkd  Directions  thereupon  to  those  Gentlemen,  with  orders  to 
Mihia  monthly  Return  of  their  Proceedings,  &  sent  at  the  same 
liae  a  sum  of  Money.  We  have  not  heard  from  either  of  the 
tatlemen  since,  but  suppose  the  Contiuental  Office;^  who  had  the 
^  of  forwarding,  &  issuing  the  supplies,  had  drawn  from  them 
*W  was  necessary.  But  we  have  now  wroto  to  them  impressing 
^  Necessity  of  Exerting  themselves  for  the  Relief  of  the  Post,  £ 
^''VQting  a  monthly  supply  on  the  following  Scale  Cumberland  to 
^J  150  Barrels  of  Flour  500  Bushels  of  short  Forage  k  500 
0«»Hii  of  Whiskey,— Westmoreland  50  Barrels  of  Flour  &  500 
^f^  of  Indian  Com,  100  Gall,  of  Whiskey  that  being  as  near 
J^*Oenerars  Arrangement  as  we  can  make  it.  The  Difficulty  of 
^^rtation  was  represented  last  Spring  to  tho  General,  &  a  Cal- 
2^^^  of  Ezpenoe  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  Carriage  would 
'^^leeed  the  original  Price  of  the  articles,  &  we  thought  it  necessary 
^  some  Continental  arrangement,should  be  formed  on  that  Head  as 
^^ystom  could  not  justly  or  £urly  be  extended  so  as  to  throw  <hat 
°^6n  on  the  Stato.  We  received  an  answer  signifying  his  aense 
^theDiflioulty,  but  also  containing  an  Intimation  that  he  did  not 

»  See  page  471. 
21* 
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•ee  the  Bemedy.  We  etill  tbink  ifc  highly  importaiit  ai  il 
see  from  the  Nature  of  that  Transportation  that  it  oaanoil 
by  the  state  and  be  reasonably  included  in  the  system  of  spei 
plies.  The  Impraotioability  of  this  system  we  think  ygH 
obvious  with  Respect  to  the  Posts,  &  situations  within  m 
but  as  to  them  at  so  sreat  a  Distance  it  must  be  absolutely  «o 
fear  unless  altered  be  attended  with  ruinous  Consequent 
ever  we  shall  do  every  thins  in  our  Power  to  supply  as  lari 
We  have  sent  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Lyon  by  an  Express  goin 
afternoon,  we  enclose  one  to  Mr.  Allen  with  some  blankfReta 
ing  him  in  the  same  Manner  to  exert  himself  and  thi 
aid  of  the  County. 

I  am  Gent. 

Your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv« 
Indorsed^ 
Aug.  4th^  1780. 


Pais.  RiBD  TO  Genl.  Gbo.  WASHiNoroir,  Yi 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the        Ult ,  signifying  your  Intentiona  i 

Qerman  Regiment  from  the  Frontiers  of  this  State,  has  I 

received.  As  your  Excell'  is  the  best  Judge,  &  has  an  undoah 

to  direct  the  Operations  of  every  Branch  of  the  American  An 

Point  where  you  shall  deem  them  most  usefuli  it  is  our  Dnln 

esce  in  this  Measure;  &  tho*  it  probably  may  at  first  bo  d 

to  the  inhabitants,  we  shall  endeavor  to  reconcile  then 

necessary  &  proper,  though  an   unexpected  Event     Wa 

as  a  very  great  Misfortune,  that  our  earnest  &  unremitted  A 

to  fill  up  the  Line  of  this  State,  &,  answer  your  Excell'*  Esq 

have  not  been  more  deserving  your  Approbation — wo  are  si 

triously  persevering  to  call  in,  from  the  distant  Counties  A 

Men  for  this  Purpose.     The  most  remote  Parts  will,  in  a  lit 

we  trust,  send  forth  Men  to  the  Army — ^they  are  dh'ectedi 

k  encouraged  so   to  do ;  &  in  all  Events,  however  our  w 

Designs  &  real  Exertions  may  not  be  sufficiently  known,  oi 

understood,  we  are  conscious  of  having  done  every  Thin 

Power  to  promote  the  Interests  of  our  Country,  &  if  a  due 

was  made  of  the  Men  furnished  by  this  State,  from  the  I 

of  the  War  to  this  Time,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  few  StsI 

Union  would  appear  more  meritorious.     In  Attention  to  on 

&  Men  to  make  them  easy,  comfortable,  &  of  respectable  Ap] 

in  supplying  the  great  Departments  of  the  Army,  &  in  fi 

Loan  Offices,  no  State  can  pretend  a  Competition  with  this. 

not  make  these  Comparisons  as  blaming  others ;  they  have  i 

done  to  the  utmost  of  their  Abilities ;  but  we  think  it  on 

guard  against  the  Suggestions  of  Error,  which  seem  likely  f 
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Consequences  very  injurious  to  the  common   Cause.     Our  Union 
hitherto  has  been  our  6treDgth ;  &  should  wo  form  any  unfortunate 
Coutmctioiu  of  each  other's  Condnot,  fall  into  unkind  or  unohari- 
Uik  Conclnsiona,  it  may  tend  to  disoonrage  the  willing  &  aotiye, 
dy  the  timid — ft  give  Hope  to  our  Enemies.    Gonld  we  lay  a 
Imft  complete  State  of  the  Exertions  of  Pennayla.  before  your 
Indl',  we  should  havo  nothing  to  apprehend — but  we  are  persuaded 
yoa  m  too  just  to  permit  Impressions  to  be  made  from  vague  ft 
pvtial  Representations. 
hdanedf 
August  6^  1780. 


Pbes.  Bbeb  to  Wm.  Ambbrson,  1780. 

Philad.,  Aug.  5, 1780. 
8ir, 

Early  in  the  Summer,  we  forwarded  an  Appointment  to  you  as 

Commissi  of  Purchases  for  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  with  a 

Som  of  State  Money  to  carry  them  into  Effect.     Knowing  how 

important  Fort  Pitt  wad  to  the  Western  Country,  we  flattered  our- 

idTes  you  would,  before  this  Time,  have  informed  us  what  Supplies 

yos  could  furnish  for  that  Post,  &  acquaint  us  with  your  Views, 

Sitnttion  ft  Prospects.     We  have  had  very  alarming  Accounts  from 

CM.  Broadhead,  intimating  the  Danger  of  his  being  obliged  to  evac- 

ttte  this  Post,  in  eonsequencc  of  a  Scarcity  of  Provisions.     The  great 

Kfloenee  of  his  being  supplied  by  the  Country  beyond  the  Moun- 

Mm,  would  necessarily  incline  us  strongly  to  wish  you  would  make 

Ernest  powerful  Exertions  for  that  Purpose,  ft  we  istreat  you  so 

to  do.    If  the  Continental  Money  would  answer  your  Purposes  better 

Ain  the  State,  we  will  endeavor  to  mix  it.     Having  already  quota'd 

the  Counties  within  tho  State,  we  must  do  the  same  by  yours ;  ft 

^0  therefore  direct  you  to  supply  the  Garrison  with  Fifty  Barrells 

^  Floor,  500  Bfthels  of  Indian  Corn,  &  100  Gallons  of  Whiskey  ^ 

^o&tb.     After  tho  plentiful  Harvest  which  has  been  gathered  in 

^»^t  County,  as  we  arc  informed,  we  hope  no  Difficulty  will  occur  to 

P^^rent  your  getting  this  Supply — But  if  there  docs,  you  mifst 

'^press  it :  We  have  no  other  Means  of  effecting  it,  ft  we  trust  we 

p'^U  stand  both  excused  ft  justified  in  taking  this  Measure  if  Indo- 

'^^ee  or  Avarice  interpose  their  baneful  Influence. 

^e  send  you  Blank  Returns,  both  for  the  Purchases  ft  Delivery 
|fQich  we  shall  be  glad  you  would  fill  up  occasionally  ft  send  them  to 
^Q  Council  ft  tho  Continental  Board  of  War,  that  we  may  have  as 
^^fect  an  Account  of  the  State  of  Matters  as  may  bo.  If,  from 
^itmmstanccs  unknown  to  us,  tho  Post  cannot  be  supplied  beyond 
^^«  Moantains,  you  will  do  well  to  give  M'  Lyon  the  earliest  Notice, 
^^at  he  may  pay  a  proper  Attention  to  it.    He  is  tho  Purchasing 


488  PBNNSTLVANIA  ABOHIYES  1780. 

Gomtnisnry  of  Cumberland.  The  great  Distance  of  UmPm^Ab 
many  important  &  interesting  Objeota  in  this  part  of  the  WoiU, 
necessarily  oblige  us  to  leave  much  to  your  Disoretion,  Acdnijt 
Judgment ;  wc  hope  you  will  leave  us  nothiug  to  report  on  thii 
Head.  M'  Scott  &  the  other  Gentlemen  of  Influence  in  the  Coutlf, 
will,  we  are  persuaded,  give  you  all  possible  Asustanoe.  Yea  will 
also  do  well  to  keep  up  a  constant  Intercourse  with  Col.  BrotdliaL 
Wc  hope,  with  the  I^lossingof  Providence  &  the  kind  AasisUneeMt 
us  by  our  Allies,  that  great  Things  may  be  done  this  Summer  far 
delivering  our  Couutry  from  the  Calamities  of  War ;  the  good  EfiiNta 
of  capital  Success  here,  will  extend  to  your  County,  &  relieve  jw 
from  the  Distresses  you  have  experienced  for  some  Time.  I  bare 
also  the  Satisfaction  of  informing  you,  that  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia has  sent  an  Official  Confirmation  of  the  Line  run  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  1770  ;  so  that  wc  may  congratulate  the  good  People 
of  the  County  on  the  happy  Prospect  of  internal  Peace,  if  they  will 
vigorously  exert  themselves  ag*  the  common  Enemy. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  &  very  Ilbble.  Servt 


Col.  John  Piper  to  Prbs.  Rsed,  1780. 

Bedford  Connty,  Aug*  &%  1780, 
Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  3'  of  June*  with  the  Blank  Commissions  Ixtt 
Been  duly  Reccv'.  Since  which  we  Have  been  anxiously  employed 
in  raising  our  quota  of  Pennsylvania  Volantccrs  and  at  the  Si>* 
time  defending  our  frontcers,  but  in  our  Present  shattered  SitiuUM 
a  full  Company  Cannot  be  Expected  from  this  County  when  a  doo- 
bcr  of  our  Militia  Compauys  arc  Intiroly  Broke  up  and  whob 
Townships  Layd  waste.  So  that  the  Comunication  betwixt  off 
uper  and  Lower  districts  is  Entirely  broke,  and  our  apprehentiooi 
of  Emediato  Danger  are  not  lesson'  But  Greatly  Agravated  bj> 
most  Alarming  stroke.  Cap*  Philips,  an  Experienced  good  woods 
man  Had  Engaged  a  Company  of  llangcrs  for  the  space  of  W 
Months  for  the  Defence  of  our  frouteers,  was  Surprisd  at  Ills  Po^ 
on  Sunday  the  IGth  July,  when  the  Capt  with  Eleven  of  UisCaoi- 
pany  were  ull  taken  and  Killd.  When  I  lleccv'  the  IntelligcQCCt 
which  was  the  day  following,  I  marched  with  only  ten  Men  dirtrctlj 
to  the  Place,  whore  we  found  the  House  Burnt  to  Ashes,  with  boa* 
dry  Indian  Tomahawks  that  had  been  Lost  in  the  action.  But  fooid 
no  Person  Kill''  at  that  Place.  But  upon  taking  the  Indian  trickii 
within  about  one  Half  mile  we  found  ten  of  Cap^  Philips^  Compin} 
with  their  Hands  t}''  and  Murdered  in  the  most  Cruel  Manner. 

This  Bold  Enterprise  so  Alarmed  the  Inhabitants  that  our  wholi 
frontcers  were  upon  the  point  of  Giveing  way,  but  upon  AplieitioB 
to  the  Lieu*  of  Cumberland  County  He  Hath  sent  to  our  ^VjssistaDca 

*  See  page  297. 
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sue  CbiDpftny  of  the  Penny"  volonteera,  which,  with  the  Tolanteera 
Baisd  10  our  own  Coanty  Hath  so  KDcouniged  the  Inhabitants  that 
dMj  seem  Determind  to  Stand  it  a  Little  Longer.  We  hope  our 
Condnot  will  Recede  yoor  Approbation,  and  jou'l  pleas  to  aprovc  it 
Bj  Sending  yonr  Special  order  to  our  County  Gommissionor  to  fur- 
lah  these  Men  with  Provisions  and  other  ncccssarys  untill  Such 
tines  as  other  Provisions  Can  be  made  for  oar  Defence.  As  Colo- 
wA  Smith  will  Deliver  this  1  Beg  Leave  to  Recommend  yon  to  Him, 
••  He  is  verrey  Capable  to  Give  full  Satisfaction  to  yon  in  Every 
Fkrticalar  of  our  Present  Circumstances. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  bo 

with  all  Duo  Respect, 

your  ExccUancys  Most  obcd' 

f  and  vcroy  Humble  serv*, 

JOHN  PIPER. 

N.  B.  As  Colonel  Smith,  the  Bearer,  promises  to  take  Particular 
.Giro  of  what  May  be  Committed  to  His  Care  By  Council  for  the 
to  of  this  County,  you'l  therefore  Pleas  to  Deliver  Him  for  tho 
1MB  of  this  County  the  following  Artickles,  viz. : 

Five  Hundred  w<  of  Powder  and  Lead  in  Proportion. 

One  thousand  Gun  flints* 

One  dozen  falling  Axes. 

Six  Camp  kittles. 

i  Rheam  Writing  Paper. 
:  As  wo  are  mutch  Distressed  for  want  of  the  above  Particulars 
lour  Complyance  will  be  a  means  of  eiicuuraging  what  Ucmains  of 
Jm  County  to  Stand  thi.s  Season,  as  aliso  Serving  the  Publick  &  he 
tho  bai  tbo  Honour  of  subscribing  himself  as  Before. 

J.  P. 
Dhteied, 

On  Publick  Service. 

His  Excellancy  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Precedent  in  Council. 
.  P"  favour  of  Colonel  Thomas  Smith. 


CoNKAD  Kreider  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Allen  Township,  Northampton  County, 

Aug-*  6,  1780. 
If  ay  it  please  your  Worships, 

When  I  Received  your  orJers  to  me  from  the  25th  of  July  last* 
pr  making  np  the  Teams  required  in  the  orders  of  this  Couuty,  and 
br  Buying  the  one  lluncJrcd  llr»ri?cs,  I  began  to  Kxceute  the  orders 
mediately,  l>ut  soon  found  tliat  I  could  not  gut  any  by  the  directions 

*  See  page  445. 


OB  thi  ^j  appnntad  Kt  Dm  wy  mr^  ttd  ■MnnMih 
to  Biks  Bp  HM  and  one  Hudiad'  Imbu  nl  tmjH 
lud  a  Qoota  on  etcb  Town^ip  for  tb*  huh,  vm  KEm 
OM  HsDdjtBdSoaMi  tboTC  uaBtioiwd,  tad  to  karc  bM: 
to  go  thv  WaA,  atd  die  twenfy-fim  EonoL  Bnt  to* 
Bonbla  tb«  Prtaident  and  Connoil  aboat  tiM  Ooodaolc 
mnrt  liM«  to  aMk  Brisade  of  Waggona  and  likmriia  to  i 
fionaa ;  aoaa  will  uodartaka  to  go  witbinit  knowiag  a  i 
itagea  what  to  hate,  and  will  not  go  without  good  WMM 
wiaa  tlio  drirets,  of  whidi  the  noat  part  I  ahan  bo  otfifl 
and  to  pa;  ona  month  advance ;  and  bom  et  tha  OoM 
nor  oan  go  withoat  bubio  Hobo;  for  to  Snpplr  themaelv 
Teami  in  Haaaawy  artidaa  ob  tho  Road,  ud  aa  I  waa ' 
that  forrage  waa  Terj  aoaros,  and  in  the  noat  ptaoea  bom 
in  the  Jeraej,  I  oiderad  each  Team  to  talca  fonaga  for  I 
dayi  from  home,  for  whioh  th^  will  haTO  readj  BOBi|f  | 
Whioh  Oondnotora,  OriTora,  fona^  BsprcHaa  will  raqi 
Soa  of  Honey,  for  whidi  tba  Bum  I  raoeirad  laat  ia  too 
for  tho  otdar  I  raoarad  for  Honoj  at  tha  fIVauBry  at  Bi 
get  BOBO  yat  aa  than  ia  bobo  then.  I  hope  yoa  wiD 
good  aam  of  Honey  at  aooB  aa  may  be,  at  I  eannot  a«t  i 
whiah  X  will  hooMtly  aoooont  in  mj  SattlemenL  And 
know  what  faira  tha  Oondnotora  ana  driven  ia  to  hava 
nadertake  to  aet  a  prioe.  Farther  wonld  I  ba  ven  gU 
whether  onr  Coioty  ia  now  aianaod  Aom  giviOjg  Iha  Teaa 
ia  tho  orders  of  the  2fith  of  Jnly  latt  by  tandiag  off  to  i 
farther  do  I  want  fifty  sertifioalea  mon  at  laat^  aa  I  ha' 
only  fifty  and  shall  want  one  Haadrod. 
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^iUAR  or  Sali  bt  Court  ot  Admibaltt  to  thi 

Marshal,  1780. 

tfPliiladelpliia, ) 
■aqrlTania  bs.     J 

FranoiB  HopkinBOD,  Esqaire,  Judge  of  tbe  Coart  of  Admi- 
Jnlty  of  the  State  of  PeDnsvlvania  To  Matthew  ClarksoOi 
Bniiiire  Marshall  of  the  said  State  OreetiDg. — Whereaa  it 
lUad  unto  me  that  the  Cargo  on  board  the  Ship  or  Vessel 
itte  Albion,  hitely  sent  into  this  port  and  libelled  against  a^ 
igr  Samuel  Walker^  qni  tarn,  &o.^  is  in  great  Danger  of  Waste, 
aod  Damage^  These  therefore  are  to  authorise  and  eommand 
ffdiirith  to  sell  at  publick  YendAe  all  and  singular  the  Goods, 
I  and  Merchandises  laden  and  foand  on  board  the  said  Ship  at 
itte  of  her  Capture ;  and  yon  are  to  detain  and  keep  in  your 
nslody  the  monies  arising  from  the  said  Sales  ready  to  abide 
rdwr  Order  of  this  Court.  And  how  you  shall  have  executed 
Trift  make  Return  to  me  at  a  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  held  at 
lambers  in  Philadelphia,  the  twenty  first  Day  of  August  Inst., 
ar  with  this  Writ  Given  under  my  Hand,  the  Seal  of  the  said 
the  seventh  Day  of  August,  Anno  Domini,  1780. 

:  FRAS.  HOPKINSON. 


Abraham  Smith  to  Pbss.  Besd,  1780. 

Cumberland  County,  Augt.  7%  1780. 


the  orders  of  Council  for  the  Volunteers  to  be  put  in 
I  in  order  to  join  the  main  Army,  and  for  those  Classes  of  the 
I  to  be  in  readiness,  it  was  unfortunately  long  Comine  to  my 

I  have  Sent  agreeable  to  said  orders  to  put  the  Volunteers 
ion,  which  were  Raised  on  this  side  of  the  north  mountain, 
ilbrtanately  I  have  Sent  one  Company  of  them  to  the  ffonteers 
thnmberland  County  and  the  other  to  the  fronteers  of  bedford 

was  in  a  very  Distressed  Situation.  About  three  weeks  ago 
dians  Come  on  a  Scout  of  a  Capt.  and  twelve  men  in  a  place 

Woodcock  valley  and  not  one  of  the  party  escaped  they  lay 
ve  ten  days  without  being  buried.  I  went  with  a  party  from 
iUfkiy  and  covered  them  the  best  we  could  which  waa  a  very 
oeable  task. 

I  apt  to  think  it  will  be  a  very  Distressing  and  Disagreeable 

utanoe  to  the  fronteers  to  have  the  Volunteers  taken  from 

My  Reason  for  send*  them  there  as  soon  as  they  were  ready 

Suport  and  assist  the  Inhabitants  in  Saving  their  harvest, 
iiraid  the  Molitia  of  this  County  will  not  turn  out  so  well  as  I 
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could  wish.     But  your  Excellence  may  Depend  that  every  exntki 
in  my  Power  Shall  be  used  on  the  oocation  as  I  am  fally  GoBTbeed 
of  the  Necessity  of  our  utmost  eflforts  this  year  in  order  to  Sa?e  tbe 
Country.     This  County  is  now  very  scarce  of  Amunition  and  I  htn 
not  been  able  to  find  any  trusty  hand  and  waggon  to  Send  fin  Uj 
but  1  expect  one  before  long  when  I  flatter  myself  that  Goandl  liu 
Supply  us  with  a  sufficient  quantitv  of  Powder  Lead  and  flints.  I 
Doubt  if  the  number  required  of  Militia  turns  out  we  will  not  h 
able  to  arm  tbcm  in  this  County  as  we  have  already  furnished  Ae 
Volunteers  out  of  what  State  arms  was  here  but  we  have  yet  a  (et 
muskets  but  they  all  want  bayonets.     I  am  happy  to  inform  jn 
that  we  have  this  year  had  a  very  plentifuU  harvest  in  this  Goiut| 
and  an  appearance  of  fine  Com  and  plenty  of  fruitj  and  also  a  good 
Disposition  in  a  number  of  tho  People  to  receive  and  give  Credit  ta 
the  State  monoy,  if  they  could  get  it,  but  very  little  of  it  has  Com 
to  this  part  of  tho  County  yet,  but  if  ready  money  of  any  kind  eoaU 
bo  had  thore  Could  be  plenty  of  Supplies  Purchased,  there  maji 
Difficulty  arise  about  Procuring  waggons  as  I  believe  then  m  aa 
waggon  Master  that  acts  for  this  County. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

your  Excellences 

most  obedient  Hnmble  Servant, 

AB-  SMITE 

Directed, 

On  Publiok  Service. 

His  Excellence  Joseph  Reed,  Esq**,  President  of  the  State  rf 
Pennsylvania. 

Jnthrsfuly 

Cumberland  County,  Au^*  7, 1780,  from  Abraham  Smith  Lieat 
of  Cumberland  County. 


M.  HiLLEQAS,  Trbas.  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philad-,  Aug«  7*\  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  directed  by  the  Hon**'  the  Board  of  Treasury*  on  the  5^ 

Instant  to  present  the  two  Warrants  of  Congress  on  his  Excellency 

tho  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Comraf>** 

Wealth  of  Pcnnsjlviinia  dated  June  SO*"  last  tho  one  for  One  Mfl- 

lion  Seven   Hundred  and  Ninety  six  Thousand  Nine  hundred  aD<J 

fifty  Dollars,  the  other  for  four  Million  five  hundred  and  Sixty  nine 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  444. 
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(looMod  and  forty  five  Dollars  and  thirty  Ninetietha  of  a  dollar, 
'fbrPHyment  and  report  their  Anawer.'' 

I  am  Oentlemon, 

w^  great  Esteem 

Toor  most  Obed.  Servant, 

M.  HILLEOAS,  Treaar. 
wtcudf 

ffis  Excellency  The  President  and  the  Supreme  Excontive  Conn- 
[of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prss.  Rbbd  to  Michael  Hillegas,  1780. 

lb  Hkhtd  Hillegv,  Esq., 

la  Answer  to  yonr  Favour  received  this  Morning  which  has  been 
id  befbre  the  Gonneil,  I  am  to  acquaint  yon  that  with  the  Orders 
nady  accepted — 8  Millions  of  Dollars  paid  for  Beef  &  other  Flesh 
I  the  late  Exigence  of  the  Army — &  the  Certificates  on  Hand  for 
IBrtsr  Masters  ft  Commissaries  Debts  ft  which  have  been  paid  in 
i^Ukxes  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  May  last— the 
Wa  of  this  State  subject  to  the  Order  of  Congress  must  be  fully 
ni  Notwithstanding  this  if  it  was  in  our  Power  we  should  chear- 
iDjaeoept  the  Orders  payable  on  future  Quotas  if  the  State  of  oar 
mmiry  would  permit  but  the  vast  Expenditure  of  the  State  in 
loHequence  of  the  System  for  specifick  Supplies — ft  now  the  Call 
E  the  Militia  absolutely  incapacitates  us  from  giving  any  Relief, 
b  lbs  8«  Inst  the  Treasurer  certified  that  he  had  only  46,000  Dol- 
ls in  the  Treasury.  And  our  State  Money  has  met  with  so  un- 
Bd  a  Reception  especially  in  this  City  that  we  fear  it  will  not 
*v«r  yonr  Purposes  nor  those  for  which  it  warissned  via.  procuring 
^s^  for  the  Army. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  obcd. 

ft  very  Hbble  Serv., 

J.  REED. 

August  7"^,  1780.  To  Michael  Hillegaa,  Esq',  Continental 
^Morer. 


BbnnrtDMi  thit  it  viU  ba  hid  bdi«  OoBgnn  ik  »  M 
I  am  with  gnat  Benwot  k  Benrd  Qiut. 


Aoput  7tb,  1780.    TothflHonUeOialMaaBlMlifSti 

FttH.  BnD  »  Ooi-  Bphkuu  Bum^  1! 

Br, 

Tour  Letlw  ol  tha  8«  InA*  am*  nMy  to  Hud jrali 
B«qaiaUo«  ym  aention  lua  baaa  xaerind  Mme  SWa 
vanUd  to  tba  diimst  Ooiwliea  ^th  tka  naat  aspna 
Oriwato  onn  it  iato  ESint  with  all  poMblaBbam*! 
DifionHy  ft  Heart  bvniiqc  whidi  n«  attasda  latm^  «1 
Mt  of  tha  Haada  oe  tha  Pbo^&oaDiua  toAww 

vdantai;  fini^iaa  indoead  aa  !■  tha  Sprisi 

rfoitan  to  trj  th»  Blauat  BBGmI  of  wlnlaiy 
will  wndw  by  thainakaad.wa  ban  riua  d  . 
SUaXatlar  ia  nljiaia  of  maaj  wtota  on  tUi  au^jaat  hot 
fall  &  eompmhcnma  haSB  thoaght  it  vnpw  to  aaadiftli 
an  iafonnad  that  itaj  aiatakn  Ctamtana  ham  bam  I 
tbia  Salgeot.  It  is  impoMble  for  Hen  in  pnUi^odKav 
than  w«  haTo  done  &  if  anj  Failnra  .aaaiHa  if  mnat  ba 
the  Inpractioabilitj  «f  tfie  Sjaten,  ib  Putialtty  in  tnn 
Bortben  of  the  Wacoa  a  few  <tf  the'Statca&  iBe  genenl  INi 
of  tbo  People  oh  Aot^  oTibe  heavy  DebtaEnmyoimAthe' 
Depdrtaieat    I  am  cndiblr  informed  that  the  People  of  t 
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■  iilfeB  Ihne  of  a  pnblick  Nature  in  the  ehy  freqaanQy  oontending 
*  ih»  sama  Caigo  of  Flour.  The  Bendiog  Hard  money  into  the 
laliy  has  also  contributed  to  lessen  the  Inclinations  of  the  People 
all  for  any  other  &  impede  our  Purohases  of  every  kind.  I  have 
'but  one  Anawor  to  tbe  enoloeed  circular  Letter,  via.  from  Berks, 
A  ia  as  follows.  '*  Yon  request  I  would  report  to  yon  what  £z- 
ifationa  I  have  of  rendering  the  supply  demanded.  In  answer 
Siato  must  inform  you  that  as  the  Face  of  affiiirs  appear  at  present 
aoQording  to  the  best  of  my  Judgment  therein  I  think  I  shall 
ft  be  aUe  to  procure  the  Quantity  assigned  for  this  Month.  But 
va  Bmsou  to  ezpeet  &  believe  I  shidl  be  able  to  make  up  the 
rfUeney  whatever  it  may  be  in  the  suoceedins  months  of  Sept'  & 
si  should  no  unforeseen  objection  arise.  I  shall  exert  every 
srve  in  the  Line  of  my  Duty  &  endeavour  to  furnish  all  the 
Hilias  required  of  me  at  the  same  time  shall  avoid  incurring  un- 
aeissry  Expense  &  send  my  returns  agreeable  to  your  Kequesf 
re  are  muon  surprind  at  the  Demand  of  Flesh  from  this  State 
r  the  Supply  given  last  Spring.  Besides  you  do  not  seem  to 
let  that  we  have  all  the  Posts  in  the  Country  to  supply  with 
I.  Yon  are  certainly  in  Error  on  this  Point  &  will  infallibly  be 
ppointed  in  your  Expectations  of  great  Supplies  of  this  Article 
a  hence.  The  Commissioners  havo  pretty  generally  mode  their 
Mrta  &  ame  that  if  we  had  not  stopp'd  them  by  Proclamation 
eh  we  didto  save  appearances  &  check  Extravagance  of  Price  they 
It  soon  have  stopp'd  themselves.  You  must  also  recollect  that 
R-D^uties  here  would  not  send  forward  peat  numbers  of  tbe 
fk  because  unfit  And  to  dose  all  this  will  cost  near  £&0  Specie 
Bead  oo  an  Average.  If  these  observations  added  to  the  former 
a  of  our  trade  &  exports  do  not  convince  you  of  the  Necessity  of 
vng  these  supplies  elsewhere  we  must  leave  it  to  time  &  £x^ 
les  which  will  do  it  beyond  all  Doubt  Among  other  supplies 
landed  are  SO^OOOlb  of  Baoon,  an  article  which  we  havo  always 
Mired  from  New  Jersey  &  Maryland  &  not  now  to  be  procured  in 
'  State  on  any  Terms.  One  more  observation — ^The  same  thing 
lot  be  had  twice  from  the  same  State  in  the  supply  of  last  spring 
^the  posts  agreeable  to  the  arrangement  of  April  we  have  fur- 
6d  pur  Quota  of  Flesh  even  if  it  had  been  an  article  of  the  spe- 

supply  originally  demanded.     You  will  be  wrong  therefore  in 
tnding  uponHhis  State  for  the  supply  demanded,  and  that  for  tho 

Seasons  in  the  World  because  it  is  not  to  be  bad.    The  Pas- 
s  d&  even  Meadows  are  so  burnt  with  the  Drought  that  we  shall 

bo  obliged  to  feed  the  Cattle  if  there  is  not  a  fovourable  alteration. 
ID  the  Demand  was  first  made  we  were  unwilling  to  pronounea 
lively  but  the  Reports  &  Aooounts  of  the  Commissioners  now 
Ae  BM  to  do  it  &  I  think  it  is  my  Duty, 
must  now  mention  to  yon  that  from  some  Defect  of  Arrangement 
e  ere  no  Persons  appointed  at  sundry  Places  to  receive  supplies 
eUverod  for  your  Department    Baston  is  set  as  a  Plaoe  of  large 


IdsBOt  kntwhavit  k  •iMwbmbat  is  tUtMrtwl|li 
tbrXl'  BKtainlr  do  not  romtm  nttmai  kmiiliiBiiiM 
bte'ikfl.fart  Amj  BMiMBaMrilf  A>.  :  ^^^ '  >» 
I  ^n  iitdan  jon  •  Ftooluuiioii  whieli  hM  gai  faH 
Fart  of  the  8tet*  (ram  vbiok  jon  wilt  aa*  we  Imw  apt'l 


W*  do  loot  obMtta  aiiTottw. 
■  via  tlw  «Bi»  T^aw,  or  Milijaalkl  tMt  iabaU 
lacftflaTOBtiea.    J  taaSix,  «iA  duo  Este«D, 

Toof  Obad.  A  VB7  E 


Pua.  Bod  to  Datib  Dmsr,  to,  ITi 

Indoasd  ynahm&u  BaaoliiSoB  of  GobbA  nqaaatiaj 


Mi^  JOB  to  «Dllaal  Honea  wMiia  tlw  Bomda  of  yo« 
BrtUHona— tf  ilio  iliMftahi  ouaot  foiaidi,  m  mmal  < 


eanfU  ao  aa  ifot  to  dMnai  tanfi  AMoriall*  tnj  ^aanv 
-      -      ..        iAiaOMMioBwmity 


inthaMiUtia.   Your Bzartbura 
gbiaaiMtfei 
T«u  lUaed  A  HbhL  8«nt. 


gnat  Saniee,  ft  oblM  ia  a  mHMkt  ttattaBr, 
-   iSSaodAF*"  " 


1780,  AnmatS.  l!o David  DsdByiJTaaeph  LBokB;;Di 
Thoa.  StniwMdge,  0#m  ThOaMi,  Jobs  Onabj^^Mii 
JoM^SpM^  qipolBlad  to  ooUeot  honaa  li  OheoMr  OtM 
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b  pitched  in  the  Bear,  or  some  other  oonvenieiit  and  Airy  plaoe, 
wkiehiMaia  Ab  Mk  will  be  removed  from  the  WeU,  and  ooiDg 
idHT  oan  bo  examined  with  ease,  and  have  their  Stores  or  Medi- 
na dlitribated  to  them  in  snch  manner  that  the  Sarseon  oan 
ooat  for  his  Expenditftres,  and  prevent  frand  or  peoalation. 
k  mmU  Medioine  Chest  with  a  few  Bandages,  Lancets,  and  a  few 
ha  most  nseftil  pooket  Instmments,  will  be  wanted  for  each 
teent,  unless  the  Militia  are  to  act  together,  in  which  case  one 
idfaM  Cheat  will  perhaps  be  safficient  for  Two  Begiments.  One 
» Medioine  Chest  with  a  qoantitj  of  Bandages,  two  or  Three  setts 
qitel  Instmments,  and  Two  or  Three  cases  of  Pocket  Instmments 
i%  Mcsssary  for  D*  Hutchinson  and  his  Assistant 
h»  following  Stores,  to  be  under  the  Pireotions  of  D*  Hutch- 
ly  and  to  l^  distributed  to  the  Sick,  by  his  Orderi  will  also  bo 


ktM  Quarter  Casks  of  Wine,  Port  or  Hadeirai 

M  H<mhead  of  good  Muscovado  Sugar, 

ro  or  Three  Boxes  of  Chocolate, 

M  Tierce  of  Bice, 

DO  Hundred  W  of  Bohea  Tea, 

iftj  W«  of  good  fine  Tow, 

mie  Old  Linnen,  if  to  be  procured. 

.  Steward  or  Clerk  will  be  wanted  to  have  the  Care  of  the  above 

es. 

he  Borimental  Medioine  Chests,  &o.,  must  be  moved  with  the 

efb  of  the  Begiment ;  but  a  Sufficiency  of  Waggons  ^say  Three 
r)  must  be  furnished  to  carry  the  other  Stores  and  Medicines, 
a  light  Waggon  to  carry  Instmments,  Bandages,  &o.,1ftc.,  in  the 
t  And  about  Fourteen  or  Sixteen  Thousand  Dollars  will  be 
M  by  D*  Hutchinson,  for  which  he  is  to  be  accountable,  to  pur- 
n  several  small  Articles,  which  cannot  be  specified,  and  for  con- 

ffExpences. 
above  Estimate  supposes  the  Militia  to  oonsist  of  about  4000, 
that  when  any  of  the  Militia  are  so  ill  as  to  make  it  improper 
khem  to  be  taken  care  of  in  the  Field,  they  are  to  be  sent  to  tho 
1st  Continental  General  Hospital. 

ome  of  the  Medicines  can  be  furnished  by  the  Continental  Store, 
it  is  proposed  to  procure  the  remainder  of  ]>  Gardiner.  One 
lieine  Chest  and  one  Sett  of  Capital  Instmments  belonging  to  the 
%,  are  now  in  D'  Hutchinson's  possession. 
inenr  and  Spirits  should  be  issued  to  the  sick,  when  directed 
>  Hutchinson,  by  the  Commissary  Gen*. 
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Jona;  D.  SBmaxijnr  to  Pbm.  Bin,  1780. 

Philad^  9  August^  1T80. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Marshall  applies  to  me  in  CoDsequence  of  a  Letter  horn  jn 
ft  some  GonverBation  sinoe,  respeoting  the  Sale  of  llie  Salt  on  beirt 
of  the  Albion. 

The  Law  is  clear  in  its  Directions;  and  I  haTO  advised  him  to 
represent  to  the  Jndges  the  indispensable  Neeessity  of  hsTiogil 
wtnmed  npon  Oath  that  the  Cargo  is  reali^  peruhable  or  damagd^ 
90  that  it  tcill  not  keep  without  further  InjurJ,  previous  to  the  8ale. 
— ^This  Step,  I  presamo,  will  be  taken }  and,  if  the  Facte  will  wanut 
a  Sale,  it  will  go  on  : — otherwise,  not 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Yoor  Excellency's  most  obd*  hble.  Sen*, 

JONA.  D.  SEBGEiNT. 
Directed, 
His  Excollenoy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Matthew  Clabkson,  Ma&shaL|  1780. 

Sir, 

I  observe  an  advertisement  to  sell  by  auction  in  yonr  Vtot- 
That  others  should  make  a  mistake  of  this  Nature  woaldnotbi 
much  wondered  at,  but  that  an  Officer  of  the  state  should  minritt 
a  Violation  of  its  Laws  must  have  a  very  odd  appearance.  I* 
will  do  well  to  reconsider  the  acts  of  assembly,  ft  not  proceed  anb* 
you  are  yery  clear  in  so  doing  I  am  in  Haste  but  with  due  EiWi 

Sir  your  obed.  Hbblc.  Serv. 

JOS.  SEED. 
Market  Street,  Aug.  9th,  1780. 

Directed, 
Matthew  Glarkson,  Esq. 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

War  Office,  Angost  9th,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  o> 
July  21stf  and  return  you  again  their  thanks  for  the  informatiaD  J^ 
have  been  pleased  to  give  respecting  the  appropriation  of  thi  OP* 
plies,  as  directed  by  the  Commd.  in  Cheif. 


*  See  pajgcs  401,  500. 
f  Seo  pago  432. 
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apeet  to  the  deduction  jou  request  us  to  make,  the  Board 
ka  Mquiini  jou,  that  the  requidtiou  haviug  been  made  bj 
ittee  at  campi  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  make  any  altera- 
m  are  invested  with  powers  superior  to  those  of  the 
IT,  letter  of  the  2nd  of  augn&tf  haa  also  been  received ; 
1  are  obliged  by  yr.  attention  to  the  fort  Pitt  They 
m  into  the  reason  why  so  many  rations  have  been  issued 
iUf  &  Beadingi  &  write  to  tho  comm.  on  ye  subjeoL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  Highest  respect, 

Your  Ezcelly.  most  obed.  Scrv. 

WILLM.  GRAYSON. 

eellenoy  Joseph  Iloed  President  of  the  Commonwealth  of 


17  PiOKEBiNa  Q.  M.  G.  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  10th,  1780. 

;  required  by  the  plan  for  regulating  the  department  of  the 
aster  general  established  by  Congress  on  the  15th  of  July 
khe  person  appointed  deputy  quarter  master,  for  any  state 
ad  by  the  supreme  executive  thereof.  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
that  I  have  appointed  Colonel  Samuel  Miles  deputy 
laater  for  the  state  of  Pennsylvania ;  &  to  recommend  him 
wobation  of  your  Ezcelleney,  &  the  honorable  the  supreme 
oonncil ;  whoso  determination  thereon,  I  request  may  be 
communicated  to  mo  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  tho  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  Servant, 

TIM.  PICKERING.  Q.  M.  Q.X 

jpallonoy  President  Reed. 

*  Seepikge  4S2.  f  See  page  478. 

I  Bee  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XXL,  p.  461. 
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Judge  Hopkinbon  to  Matthew  Clabeson,  Habshax.,  17N. 

Sir, 

Some  Dmibts  bayiDg  arisen  as  to  the  Propriety  of  safferins  Fri» 
Qoods  to  be  sold  by  public  Vendae  unless  the  same  shall  en  Iiiip» 
tion  be  found  to  be  in  a  perishing  condition.  I  haTS  direeled  Wi^ 
liam  Heysham  &  William  Budden,  Esquires,  to  examine  theftfiM' 
tion  of  the  Cargoe  on  board  the  ship  Albion,  which  '.Came  jn 
have  advertised  for  sale  this  afternoon.  Mesar*  Heysham  &  Bndda 
have  made  a  report  to  me  that  they  have  earefully  examined  fk 
*^  said  Cargoe  being  Liverpool  Salt  &  that  they  find  the  same  m  gooi 
<'  order  &  well  conditioned  &  in  no  immediate  Danger  of  Bofferiagbj 
^<  waste  or  otherwise. 

You  arc  therefore  hereby  directed  not  to  proceed  in  apubliekSiIi 
of  the  said  salt,  but  reserve  the  same  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Coot 
shall  order  after  Trial  of  the  said  Ship  Albion^  &  her  Caigoe.* 

I  am  Sir 

your  Obd*  Serv* 

FRA'S  HOPKDraON. 

August  11,  1780. 
Directed f 

To  Matthew  Clarkson^  Esq',  Marshal  &c.,  Pa. 


CoL«  John  Mitchsll  to  Pres.  Bsed,  1780. 

Phikd-,  11  August,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Ezcellencys  favour  of  the  10th  Inst,  was  handed  me  tloi 
momiog,  I  shou'd  have  waited  on  you  personaly  on  CoL  Bjtai 
aplication  &  receipt  of  your  fevor  by  him,  but  have  been  eonba^ 
with  a  sore  Leg  which  prevents  my  going  out — ^but  hope  to  be  it's 
to  wait  on  you  Today. 

I  am  happy  in  an  oportunity  of  assuring  yon,  that  both  fro* 
Duty  and  Inclination  every  exertion  in  my  power  shall  be  made  to 
furnish  the  Troops  of  this  State  under  the  Command  of  your  Exoe^ 
lency,  with  every  article  of  Camp  Equipage  &  other  articles  neetf* 
saiy  for  the  Campaign — I  am  ao  fully  convinced  of  the  suplies  f^ 
nished  by  this  State,  and  the  many  and  great  resources  which  Itf** 
been  drawn  from  it,  for  the  support  of  the  Army  of  the  Dii^ 
States,  that  in  my  opinion  every  thing  Possible  ought  to  be  done  ^ 
acomodate  the  Malitia  now  going  out  in  defienoe  of  their  Coontrj^ 
I  will  indeavour  to  wait  on  you  to  day,  and  shall  use  every  mi^ 
in  my  power  to  compleat  the  officers  and  men  as  far  as  the  exhav^ 
State  of  the  Stores  for  want  of  money  to  procure  the  QoaoiitT 
ordered  will  allow  me  the  greatest  part  can  be  supplied — bat  ^ 

*  See  pages  491,  49a 
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Us  of  Waggons  tm  mnoh  affraid  it  will  not  be  in  my  pow«r  to 
nifb  wilhont  the  mwHfainoe  of  the  Ezeoative  power  of  the  State-— 
ife  three  Ammnnition  Waggons,  one  ibr  yon  ft  one  for  each  of 
Hiq;..  OenerafaH->I  have  wrote  to  Linoasteri  Lebanon  &  Reading, 
mi  down  all  the  eorered  Wagsona  they  hare  ft  if  any  repairs 
wanted  to  get  it  done  Immediatdyi  ft  if  they  have  not  money  to 
r  on  me  for  the  AmonntSi  depending  on  your  Ezoellenoy  for 
llHioei  I  haye  as  yet  reoei?ed  no  answery  but  will  send  again 
day  to  the  several  plaoes  above  mentioned,  I  have  now  wrote  to 
.  Moore  to  request  he  would  indeavor  to  send  in  Ten  open  Wag- 

■  with  the  utmost  Dispateh,  I  can  not  plaoe  an  intiro  oonfidonoe 
meiving  them,  but  believe  he  will  do  all  in  his  power. 
[U^^noming  have  an  offer  of  Forty-five  pieces  of  very  good  Raven 
skat  X500  ^  PJ^c^  ^B  ^>^^  ^^'^^  ^  already  bought  will  amount 
iKmt  Fifteen  Thousand  pounds  more  than  the  order  w**^  I  have 
md,  the  Owner  will  not  sell  a  part  without  the  whole  is  taken. 
mi  approve  of  the  purchase,  ft  will  give  me  aapider  for  that  sum, 
iB  purohase  the  wholo  w^^  will  enable  mo  to  cover  nearly  all  the 
ikisr-the  owner  is  now  waiting  my  answer,  he  is  a  stranger  here 
Mves  Town  this  day,  but  if  I  can  pay  hb  order  on  me  in  four  or 
I  days  it  wiH  answer. 

[  tm  rcaly  eriticaly  situated  having  no  orders  from  the  Late  or 
MNkt  Quarter  master  General,  &  am  acting  without  authority  but 
i  nUution  of  affiurs  induces  me  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
note  the  publick  good,  k  exert  every  thing  in  my  power  to  serve 

■  State  ft  the  general  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  respect  Sir 

your  most  obd.  hum.  Serv* 

JNO.  MITCHELL. 
D.  Q.  M.  G'. 

Si  Ezoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President. 


.  Pbss.  Reed  to  Col.  John  Mitchell,  1780. 

I 

Uve  just  received  your  Favour,"*"  ft  am  obliged  to  you  for  your 
inuioe  of  doing  every  Thing  in  your  Power  for  our  Equipment,  It 
ha  attended  with  many  Inconveniences  to  have  one  Part  of  the 
Apseovered,  ft  the  other  not,  ft  at  present  that  is  our  situation. 
Bud  therefore  wish  to  have  the  Duck  you  mention  but  the  Demands 
mr  Treasury  at  this  l^me  are  such  that  I  fear  unless  the  Owner 
A  wait  a  few  Davs  it  will  be  impracticable  to  comply  with  the 
Undj  But  if  he  IS  a  real  Friend  to  his  Country,  ft  an  assurance 

*  8m  page  600.    . 
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of  ihort  Payment  bj  an  Order  given  on  tho  Tnamy  fajdha 
few  Diaja  lumoey  I  ahonld  hope  he  wQl  oblige  oa.  As  I  havt  m  mm 
Meaanre  taken  Leave  of  the  Coundi  I  can  onlj  wiah  Toa  toataUtk 
Matter  to  them,  &  if  the  Gentlemen  will  aooede  to  tliiay  k  it  mtM 
their  approbation  it  wiirqnito  ooinoide  with  m j  Jndgenenti  k  iUmi 
Bnt  at  present  Mr.  Bittenhonae  haa  not  the  Meana  of  oompljiqi 
with  it  ioatantlji  I  perceive  I  ahall  be  much  embarraaaad  with  ,lii 
apect  to  the  ammunition  or  oloae  Waggons,  the  Q.  M.  ft  Coausi^ 
have  Papers  of  Gonaequenoe,  little  Stores  &e.|  eonld  we  not  coatni 
to  borrow  from  M.  Holker  replacing  them  by  thoae  expected  bm 
the  Country  or  by  fitting^up  some  old  ones  or  aooommodating  outf 
tho  common  ooverod  Waggons  by  aome  alterations. 

lam 

in  Haste,  yours 

J.  BEED. 

I  have  returned  your  Letter  that  you  may  lay  that  ft  this  Mai 
the  Council. 
Directed^ 

Col  Mitchell  present. 


Sbo'y.  Matlack  to  Thos.  Bradford,  1780. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  requests  that  you  will  be  mrfei- 
larly  careful  to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  a  communication  betvcei 
the  officers  taken  on  board  the  English  Packet  and  dissaffected  Cbip 
racters,  until  proper  enquiry  has  been  made  and  further  inforoutioi 
given  you  hereon.  This  being  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importise^ 
you  wUl  see  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  attention  to  this  bui- 
ness. 

I  am,  with  greift  respect. 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  8«c'y. 
Sunday,  Aug.  12, 1780. 


JoHH  pATio:sr  TO  Board  of  War,  1780. 

Berkahirc  Furnace,  12  Aug;*,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  in  consequenco  of  an  agreement  made  with  Capt.  Jov  to 
Ninety  Tons  of  Shells  and  Shott,  put  my  Furnace  in  Blast  ana  i* 
now  at  work  for  the  Continant  how  long  I  may  continue  depends  oB 
having  my  Workmen  exempted  from  Militia  duty  The  principal  ptf* 
of  my  workmen  are  now  ordered  out  and  unlesa  you  procure  fro* 
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Intanaj  and  Cmrnsel  an  order  to  ihe  Lieutenant  of  the  Oountj 
HMl  keep  my  worka  going. 

ie  aaenre  joar  honors  I  did  not  intend  pnting  my  Works  in 
I  til  Winter  knowing  that  if  the  Blilitla  shoald  be  oaird  my 
imm  mnat  Stop  till  Oitptain  Joy  showed  ne  his  Instraotions  and 
ni  me  that  on  writing  to  your  Honours  my  workmen  as  well  as 
:HsBnon  prisonen  should  not  be  eall'd  off  from  me.  M'  Brad- 
,  has  wrot  for  them  and  threatened  to  put  my  Bond  in  Suit  if 
in  not  immediately  letnmed. 

I  am  Oentlemen. 

wi(!b  eveiy  respect 

Your  Honours 

most  Hum**  Serv% 

JOHN  PATTON. 

BGUtfVy 

Is  Honorable  Board  of  War. 


Bn'Y  Matlaok  to  Col.  Timothy  Pickerino,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Aug"  13, 1780. 

[oar  letter  to  His  Exoelleney  the  President  of  the  10^  instant 
i  bsen  laid  before  the  Counoil  and  am  commanded  to  signify  to 
itbrir  approbation  of  your  appointment  of  Col*  Samuel  Miles  to 
Dqwty  Quarter  Master  General  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.'*' 
With  very  great  respect 

I  am  your  most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

ya  Timothy  Pickering,  Q.  M.  C. 


Col.  Josbph  Hart  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Monday  Morning,  August  y*  14*^,  1780. 
a*  Sir, 

^fter  asking  Pardon  for  not  writing  sooner,  or  oftner;  I  am  to 
fb  what  Progress  I  have  made  in  raising  the  Militia.  On  the 
>pt  of  Councils  Orders  for  that  purpose  I  sent  Coppies  and  dire^- 
i  to  all  the  Sub  Lieutf  who  I  believe  are  doing  all  they  can  to 
^  Men  off.  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  1  Company 
of  the  Battalion  I  live  among,  the  Number  of  Privates  ia  57. 
y  were  to  have  March'd  to  Trenton  on  Saturday,  hot  an  Ezcur- 
of  the  Generals,  with  a  part  of  the  Men  to  the  Cross-Roads  pre- 

*  See  page  409. 


qnito  gkT«  it  ap,  it  wu  then  next  offered  to  Bobrati,  h 

wu  thit  be  ooald  not  for  Beveral  reuoni ;  HoKlrqj  wi 
upoD,  wbo  looepted  it  with  «  good  Gnoe. 

The  Connty  dndftill;  perplexed  od  uooont  of  tlu 
Horses  nov  to  be  Golteotea.  The  Keqniaitions  of  Com 
bo  made  up  before  wo  are  obliged  to  Promiee  80  moi 
are  aow  Quot&ed  on  the  roapeolive  Toimshipa,  uid  ] 
must  iuSer  Militai;  Ezeontion  if  ve  do  not  proonre  thei 
I  am  of  opinion  will  not  be  done.  Not  s  Man  even  ( 
may  haTo  a  Horse  to  spare,  but  w*  almost  as  lere  giTe 
to  take  the  Certificates,  and  not  a  man  Possessed  of 
what  would  nther  -lend  it  to  &  good  Neighbonr,  than 
the  Continental  Serrioe  for-their  promised  par. 

Had  Major  Lee  and  hU  Dt&goons  Carried  the  Ho 
Bioea  the  other  day,  he  had  done  his  Coantry  en  Ene 
Sorrioe,  not  by  Proonring  t  Namber  of  UmIom  Hoi 
never  look'd  through  t  Collar,  nor  never  will  till  th 
Masters,  I  say  not  only  by  this  but  by  preTenting  the  1 
Conaomption  of  tine  hereafter.  It  seems  &  litUo  Pro 
me,  that  one  Msns  nunnc  e  Mutiny  should  put  k  stop 
work,  and  so  br  Eseonted.  By  this  they  seem  to  hav< 
ter  both  of  the  Civil  &  Military  Power,  however  the  litt 
made  at  the  Conclusion  of  their  Sport,  by  Gen.  lAoy  i 
Combs  a  little. — As  soon  as  I  can  get  Uie  aoooant  fn 
bow  many  Men  they  have  sent  out,  Counsel  shall  h 
again,  meanwhile 

I  am  Hon'  Sir, 
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Oeh.  Laobt  to  Pres.  BebD|  1780. 

TnatoD,  Aug"  14*^  1780. 
dm  Sir, 

f  I  no*  your  ExoelleDoies  Letter  of  the  13<^  this  morning  by  Ber- 
iit  Jadson.  I  arriTed  at  this  place  Last  eavening  and  a  few  Militia 
tt  froB  Philadelphia  and  Bncka  bad  got  in  before  me  they  are 
M  qoarterad  on  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Town,  they  oontinne  coming 
iJmb  those  Counties  and  I  find  many  of  them  are  without  Arms 
rBlnksts. 

lbs  Blares  here  are  very  trifeling  indeed  the  Commissary  this 
Mttant  informed  me  he  had  IsBned  every  pound  of  Flesh  he  had  in 
OMmion  to  the  Militia  who  had  arrived,  and  that  his  expectations 
w  a  filter  Supply  was  very  gloomy  he  had  Wrote  to  some  of  the 
hiiiUuis  in  this  NdghbOThood  and  the  answers  from  all  of  them 
nsnnfiivonble  I  fear  we  must  starve  unless  supplied  from  Penn- 
yhuia  there  is  a  jpretty  good  Bank  of  short  f enrage  and  some  hay 
I  Store,  not  one  Quarter  Master  is  with  the  Millitia  nor  one  field 
Xev  vet  arrived^  the  Militia  comes  in  small  squads  and  appear 
my  nikward  t  out  of  order  however  will  endeavour  to  oreanise 
M  u  ftst  as  I  can  I  have  been  on  the  ground  back  of  Lamberton 
Mi'thiak  it  very  suitable  for  a  Camp  so  shall  order  the  Troops  to 
Munp  there.  The  Camp  Kettles  have  all  been  sent  on  from  this 
|Im  to  Camp  therefore  we  must  bo  supplied  from  Phila. 

I  am  with  respect  and  Bsteem, 

Your  Excellencies  most  ob.  Serv*, 

JOHN  LACBT. 

Hiitixcellency  Jos.  Beed,  Esq',  President 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

War  Office  Aug.  14, 1780. 

^e  have  just  received  a  Bequest  from  the  Q.  M.  G.  of  the  Militia 
rPeansyivania  for  2000  Cartouch  Boxes,  !)•  Bay<  Belts,  10  Drums, 
t  Drum  Heads,  20  Fifes,  700  Muskets,  700  Bayonets,  2000 
^dies,  3  Wires,  9000  Flints,  0000  Doz.  of  Cartridgos. 
OQt  stock  on  Hand  of  all  these  Articles  is  so  distressingly  low 
^^  we  are  embarasaed  between  our  Inclination  to  supply  the  Arti- 
^  requested  for  the  State  &  our  Inability  to  furnish  even  in  a 
41  IJegree  the  Calls  made  upon  us  for  the  Continental  Troops  of 
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which  your  Excellenoj  will  fonn  a  Jndgm^t  by  the  foQowmgiMOUt 
of  the  Articles  we  hayc  on  Hand; 

707  Repaired  Cartri(3ge  Boxes. 

687  New  I>. 

580  Mosketts  ft  Baymieto  fit  for  service. 

80,000  Musket  Cartridges. 

18,000  Flints. 

We  have  the  new  LeTies  of  this  State  to  Miaip  t  ezpeefc  iU 
Regiment  of  Continental  Troops  enlisted  for  the  War  ft  raised  bjtki 
State  of  Maiyland  as  aa  additional  Reffimenft  to  pass  thro*  thii(% 
ft  depending  on  us  to  furnish  them  with  Arms  ft  AeeontrBMriiL 
We  wish  these  Demands  were  the  only  Requbitions  for  we  haiethii 
Dayreoeived  from  Oeneral  Knox  a  pressing  Letter  desiring  n  to 
send  on  fiye  thousand  stands  of  Arms  to  Camp. 

We  have  ordered  the  Drums  ft  FifeS|  Drum  Heads,  BroslMit 
Wires,  4000  Flints  ft  20,000  Cartridges.  As  to  the  Arms  ft  lso» 
tremeuts  we  have  withheld  the  orders  for  the  present  far  tlie  BssMi 
we  have  before  mentioned.  If  the  State  esnnot  do  withoat  thnii 
will  spare  half  the  number  required,  bnt  it  will  mnoh  distrea  m 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  ft  Estessi 

your  very  Obed.  Servanls 

RICHARD  PETSBa 

By  order  ft  in  Behalf  of  the  Bosrl 
Directed^ 

On  Public  Servioe. 
His  Ezoellenoy  President  Reed. 
(War  Office.) 


Board  op  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  Aug*  15, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  the  Honor  to  transniitt  your  Ezeellency  a  L^ 
just  received  from  Gen'l  Dickinson  which  when  perused  we  beg  f)* 
will  be  pleased  to  return  with  any  Information  or  Opinion  J<^ 
Excellency  may  think  it  necessary  to  give  the  Board  on  the  Sabje^ 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respeet  ft  Bsteen 

your  very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETEB8. 
By  order  ft  in  Behalf  of  y*  Board. 

P.  S.  We  also  enclose  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Patton*"  relative  ta  ^ 

*  See  page  602. 
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■Mptioii  of  his  Workmon.  We  have  hftchsome  other  Applieationi 
n  this  Sabjeet  ft  fear  ovr  Supplies  of  shot  ft  shells  will  fail  on  ao- 
(not  of  the  Men  being  obliged  to  leave  the  Furnaces.  Bat  as  we 
aiiNothiBff  in  ear  Power  on  the  Subject  we  must  submit  the  matter 
>  joor  Excdlency  ft  the  Honble  Council. 

'  On  Pablio  service. 


Bzoellency  President  Beed|  Com.  in  Chief  of  the  Hilitia  of 
lusylvuiin. 

(War  OfEoe.) 


3oft)  Oenl.  Phil.  Dickinson  to  Boajud  of  Wab,  1780. 

Philad%  U^  August,  1780. 

l«Uemen| 

Inn  informed  that  Mr.  President  Reed  has  ordered  three  thousand 
GSlia  bom  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  rendesvous  at  this  place, 
a  put  of  which  are  already  arrived)  where  it  is  expected  they  will 
tatinne  some  time.  Neither  Provisions  or  forage  being  provided 
Ivfteir  reception — the  inhabitants  are  greatly  alarmed  on  the  occa- 
ki.  As  the  supplies  for  the  Army  pass  through  this  post  the 
lond  can  determine  the  propriety  of  this  movement.  In  addition 
ovhidi  1  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Boardi  that  in  Consequence  of  a 
Mw  received  from  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  our  militia 
m  aiders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest 
lodee;  and  that  this  post  is  the  direct  route  of  the  Western  Militia 
Mok  will  be  greatly  impeded  by  having  each  a  body  of  troops 
flitted  hen. 

If  the  services  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia  are  not  immediately 
MBHtfy  at  Camp,  I  snbrait  it  to  the  Board  whether  it  would  not  bio 
%iUe,  that  they  should  remain  in  their  own  state  and  not  add  to 
^  diitaress  whieh  this  has  so  often  and  necessarily  experienocd.  I 
>^glit  it  my  duty  to  mention  those  droamstances  to  the  Honble 

And  have  the  honor  to  be 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
hnmblo  servanty 

PHUBMON  DICKINSON.* 

i^onble  Board  of  War. 

*  See  CoL  Ree.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  454. 
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BoABD  or  War  to  Pres.  BebD|  1780. 

War  offioei  Aug.  15 1786. 

Sir, 

The  board  have  it  in  contemplation  to  reduce  the  very  greit  nah 
ber  of  unnecessary  and  expensive  posts,  estabUshed  throoghoat  die 
Continent,  to  a  more  economical  arran^ment. 

There  is  at  this  time  a  Com'y  of  pnsoners  &  his  Dependtali  it 
Easton,  where  there  are  only  a  few  prisoners  who  might  as  weli  k 
kept  at  Reading.  The  board  therefore  beg  leave  to  solicit  of  jov 
Excellency,  &  the  honorable  Council,  a  small  guard  of  milita,— 
a  subaltern  officer,  k  about  15  or  20  men  will  be  sufficient  to  remore  the 
prisoners  at  Easton  to  Reading. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Y'  Excellency's  most  obed, 

Hble  Serr  by  order, 

BEN.  STODDERT,  Baa 
Direetedf 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President  of  Pennsylvania 


I 


Brig.  Gen.  John  Laobt  to  Preb.  Bsed,  1780. 

Trenton,  Ang«  15th|  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  yon  yesterday  I  have  been  a  second  time  on  At 
ground  back  of  Lamberton  and  have  Changed  my  sentioMBli  ■ 
respect  of  encamping  there  the  ground  is  very  good  bat  there  ii  W 
Water  except  from  the  River  near  it  and  the  Militia  will  be  laj 
much  displeased  if  they  are  obliged  to  drink  the  river  Water,  bo  I  kn 
now  fixed  on  the  around  a  little  to  the  South  of  Trenton  where  I A 
told  there  is  good  Water  plenty.  I  was  with  GoL  Cox  and  OoL 
Furman  yesterday  and  find  them  very  obliging.  Col.  Furman  M 
with  me  on  the  encamping  gronnd  both  times. 

Col.  Coats  Came  here  last  Evening  from  Phil*  and  informiai 
the  Troops  are  Coming  on  fast  from  the  County  and  City,  audi 
also  expect  thoy  are  Coming  from  Bucks  it  alarms  me  exceeding 
to  think  we  shall  have  as  many  men  here  and  not  a  mouthfolff 
Provision  to  give  them  except  it  be  flour.  I  think  it  my  Datf  ti 
mention  the  mclancholly  fact  to  you  that  something  may  be  ii0 
for  depend  the  Militia  will  be  very  uneasy  without  provirioni  Ui 
the  Consequence  that  may  happen,  I  cannot  foretell,  there  is  a  gnit 
grumbling  subsisting  among  them  already  with  respect  to  the  gnit 
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Mam  of  wfy  I  oannot  leant  then  te  two  Connii^  in  tbo 
A»i]ike  and  1  fear  withoafc  a  regulation  in  that  matter,  we  shall 
ferMbled  with  them  hot  proTision  is  now  the  great  object  perhaps 
srder  from  Coanml  to  the  nurohasers  in  Pennsylvania  to  send 
mid  meat  to  this  place  would  be  advisable. 
I  am  with  real  esteem, 

and  Respect  yonr  BzoelIenoieS| 

moat  Hnmble  and  most  ob.  Servt. 

JOHN  LACET. 
Bi  Kxoellenay  Jos.  Reed  Esq.  President 


Pbes.  Bbied  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 

itlemen: 

ji  Answer  to  your  Favour  received  this  Morning  with  the  Inolo- 
es,  can  only  say  that  the  Call  of  the  Militia  was  made  by  Oen^ 
ishingtoni  the  Place  of  Rendezvous  appointed  by  him.  Foreseeing 
ay  IMfficulties  would  arise  from  the  Gall  of  the  Militia  at  this 
isoD  &  under  such  Gireumstanecs,  the  Council  took  a  Liberty  not 
oanted  by  the  General's  Letters,  vis.,  to  order  them  to  hold  them- 
fmin  Readiness  instead  of  being  at  Trenton  first  on  the  15  July, 
B  on  the  26^. — Of  the  latter  Order  there  has  been  no  Counter- 
n^  bnt  a  Confirmation,  as  the  General,  in  a  subsequent  Letter, 
haates  that  he  supposes  the  Militia  of  this  State  were  at  Trenton ; 
■iscnveying,  in  our  Judgment,  a  delicate  Censure  on  us  for  non 
a^iance  with  Orders  to  be  at  Trenton  the  26»  Ult— How  far  it 

SDe  neoessary  to  call  forth  the  Militia,  wo  presume  the  General 
\  judge — &  also,  as  to  the  Time,  Place  ft  Circumstance.  When  he 
rM  them  to  rendezvous  at  Trenton,  it  was  to  be  supposed  that 
M  Provision  was  made,  or  we  ihould  have  been  desired  to  provide 
iUvas.  The  Ftmd.,  some  Time  ago,  informed  the  Q*  Master  of 
^ost  that  the  Troops  would  be  there  on  the  12*^ ;  ft  tho*  it  was 
BMed  there  would  bo  Difficulties,  he  did  not,  in  his  Answer,  inti- 
5  there  was  no  Provisions,  but  that  he  would  endeavour  to  provide 
rtbem ;  notwithstanding,  the  March  has  been  properly  delayed,  that 
9j  night  carry  some  Provisions  with  them ; — the  Number  of  Men 
TiBDton  when  Gen*  Dickinson  wrote,  could  not  exceed  50  or  100,  ft 
)  MMch  question  whether  as  yet  there  arc  500.  Provisions,  For- 
^'fte.,  have  been  provided  in  this  City  ft  sent  up — ft  the  Presid', 
*s  understand,  has  directed  the  Troops  to  encamp  '8  Miles  from 
^.!EDlrn,  so  as  to  avoid  incommoding  the  Inhabitants.  If  the 
^itnVB  Letter  had  been  of  the  Tenor  of  those  to  New  Jersey,  it 
old  Juve  been  extremely  satisfactory  to  us,  as  the  calling  the 
Ktia  in  this  sultry  Weather,  must  be  very  disagreeable  to  Officer 
Private,  as  well  as  inconvenient  to  the  State.  From  the  Style  of 
It  Didtinson's  Letter,  which  appears  to  be  written  in  Haste  ft 
^tmth,  the  People  of  that  State  may  pfeaome  that  we  are  officious 
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&  oyer  lealoiui  on  tha  oectoloii ;  wo  thorofbre  gboidd  be  fjbd  fti 
GiroamstaneeB  may  be  stated  to  Oen.  Dickinaoay  k  if  jov  Hol 
Board  or  Coogresa  will  oooDtermand  the  Orden  contaiaed  ii  tki 
enclosed  Letter,  the  Preside  will  recall  tha  Troops:  but  imok 
Case  he  hopes  to  he  fully  exonerated  with  his  ExeoUenoy  thsCo^ 
mander  in  Chief.  The  County  Militia  have  not  yet  mSrai'd  maif 
Numbers.  There  will  be  Time  to  atop  themy  &  if  they  tn  lol 
necessary  at  Gamp,  they  oan  be  usefully  employed  at  Home. 

With  Eespeot  to  M'  Patton's  Workmen,  the  Board  must  ten- 
sible  of  our  Difficulty  in  exempting  where  the  Law  has  not  dossil; 
as  the  Men  will  soon  be  under  tne  Command  of  the  Pr8fid.,ff« 
doubt  not  he  will  do  every  Thing  that  can  be  done  with  Propiieijto 
relieve  them. 

I  am,  Gent.|  respectfully, 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Servt. 
Indorsed, 

August  15;  1780. 


I 

I 

\ 


CouirciL  10  Col.  L.  Nicola,  1780. 

In  Gouncili  Philada.  August  17th;  1780. 
Sir, 

Council  having  reason  to  believe  that  a  great  number  of  Desnto 
from  the  federal  army  are  frequently  taken  on  board  Privateenas' 
other  Yessells  outward  bound  from  this  port  to  the  great  dsmagtot 
the  Publick  servioe. 

You  are  therefore  requested  to  use  your  utmost  endeavous  fblMi 
Personally  or  by  any  Commissioned  Prudent  officer,  you  mi^  dMto 
for  that  purpose  to  detect  and  secure  all  such  Desertera  toiai  m 
board  any  such  ships  or  Yessells  in  this  port 

The  Gapt.  and  other  officers  on  board  are  reqmred  to  g^iejoi 
all  Possible  aid,  &  assistance  in  execution  of  this  Buasineas. 

You  are  requested  to  report  your  success  from  time  to  this  Boui 
and  also  inform  Council  if  you  meet  with  any  opposition  you  an  to 
report  the  names  of  the  Persons  so  offending  that  they  msy  he  dott 
with  as  tha  Case  may  require.* 


Copy  oe  Lbttbb  prom  Lt.  Gov.  Dioass  of  Vibo.  w 

Major  Forsyth,  1780. 

In  Council,  Biohmondy  Aug.  17th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  from  Fredericksburg  of  the  ninth  Inst  was  thii^ 
^the  Gov'  being  absent)  put  into  my  hands  by  Hr.  Tate,  I  ^ 
immediately  lay  tne  same  befiire  Uie  Utmncil,  who  upon  matare  ^ 

*  See  Ck)L  Reo.»  Yd.  XII.,  p.  466. 
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ion  haTtt  deienniDed  that  •  warrant  shoold  issoe  upon  your 
t  to  Mr.  l^te,  for  the  flom  of  ifty  thousand  poands  to  enable 
r  the  present  to  confirm  his  contracts  for  meal  for  the  Con- 
i  troops.  I  am  directed  at  same  time  to  inform  you  that  this 
listy  ft  only  snm  that  can  or  will  be  given  on  account  of  the 
led  state  of  the  treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  Convention  troops, 
BMrtanoe  this  which  it  was  thought  the  more  necessary  to  in- 
i»  of  as  we  are  told  by  M'.  Tate,  the  bearer  of  your  letter 
UTery  soon  intended  to  go  to  Philadelphia  and  may  therefore 
A  opportunity  of  representing  to  Congress  or  to  the  Comy. 
t  Provisions  how  impraoticable  it  will  be  for  this  State  to  on- 
0  make  such  further  advances  in  your  department  whilst  the 
da  for  the  southern  troops  occur  so  frequently  as  totally  to 
It  our  treasury  and  with  it  our  abilities  to  comply  with  any  futuro 
lioDS  at  least  untill  next  meeting  of  the  General  assembly. 

DUDLEY  DIQOESi  Lt  Oovr. 
(Copy.) 

hmond,  17  Aug.  1780. 


Gbh.  Wm.  Ibyinb  to  Prbs.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Camp  Tappan,  Augt.  17th,  1780. 
Hr, 

e  eleventh  Regiment  being  now  annexed  to  mv  Brigadei)  you 
«  by  the  inclosed  representation  of  Col.  Hubfey's  that  there 
en  some  mistake  respecting  that  Regiment, 
erefore  request  yonr  Excellency  wiU  be  pleased  to  direct  the 
lission  made  out,  and  forwarded  either  to  mo  or  Col.  Hubley. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

with  the  most  perfect  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most, 

obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 

eec7, 

Ezeellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 
ilie  Service, 
rd.  by  Col  Harmer. 
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Col.  Adm.  Hublbt  to  Cten.  Ibvins,  1780. 

Camp  near  Kings  Ferry^  Ang.  6tli,  1780. 
Sir, 

A  number  of  Vacancys  in  m j  Regt.  having  taken  place,  I  mt 
beg  jon  will  request  the  Goyemor  to  have  them  filled  up  bj  Ai 
following  (rentlemen,  who  stand  next  in  rotationi  and  whioh  will  ki 
conformable  to  the  Establishment  of  the  army,  Vis. 

Capt.  Lieut.  Jeremiah  Jackson,  prod,  to  Captain,  vice  Cap!  hb 

rcster,  died  March  16th,  1780. 
Lieut.  Edward  Burke,  prod,  to  Capt.  Lieutenant,  vice  Capt  Ueit 

Jackson,  prod  March  16th,  1780. 
2nd  Lieut.  William  Huston,  prod,   to  first  Liexitenant,  vies  tef- 

timus  Davis  resigned  Febj  24th,  1780. 
2nd  Lieut.  Jacob    Weitzell,  prod,  to  first  Lientenanty  vice  UeiL 

LemmoD,  resigned  March  11th,  1780. 
Ensign  Robert  Allison,  prod,  to  first  Lieutenant,  vice  Lieut.  Bmfa^ 

prod.  March  16th,  1780. 
Ensign  Francis  Thombury,  prod,   to  1st.  Lieutenant,  vioe  Beijfl. 

Street,  resigned  Maj  25th,  1780. 
Doctor  Reading  Beaty,  appointed  Surgeon  in  zoom  of  Doer.  iTif* 

gins  resigned,  May  1st,  1780. 

The  above  arrangement  (the  two  latter  vacancys  excepted,  wUflh 
have  taken  place  since,)  has  been  sent  to  the  Governor  some  e«- 
siderable  time  since  for  his  approbation,  but  no  attention  has  Um 
as  yet  paid  thereto,  owing  as  I  am  informed  to  some  representatiaa 
being  uiade  that  there  was  a  dispute  of  rank  in  the  regiment  Asthi 
representation  is  without  foundation  but  on  the  Contrary  the  arnnii* 
ment  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  officers,  and  consistent  with  tte 
Establishment  of  the  army.  I  must  oeg  you  will  request  the 
Governors  attention  to  the  Commissions,  and  have  them  sent  u 
soon  as  possible,  and  put  the  regiment  on  a  footing  with  the  reii  of 
the  line. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  « 

with  respect  Sir,  your  Ob.  hum.  Serv. 

ADM,  B      LEY,  Jr.  Colo. 

Com.  11th,  Pa.  Bt 
Brigr.  Gen.  Irvine. 

I  have  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  11th  Regiment,  and  believt 
the  arrangement  on  the  other  side  to  be  just 

WM.  IRVINE  B.  G. 
Camp  Toppan,  Angt.  17th,  1780. 
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Col.  Matthkw  Smith  to  Prrs.  Besd,  1780. 


teko  the  Hbeiiy  ci  a  few  lines,  Farcmred  by  Col*  HostermaD, 
ii  the  Bearer  of  a  Potidon  from  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants 
Torch'  Goontj  ;*  it  would  have  Been  Hgn*  bj  a  much  larger 
her,  Bat  the  Indians  Makeing  a  Stroke  on  Tuesday  last  at  two 
isDt  plaooSi  the  last  of  which  being  far  within  the  Frontiery  as 
IS  Middle  Creek  ft  within  Eight  Miles  of  this  place,  None  Bat 
ptaa  Conld  possibly  Attend.  The  People  Beem  More  Dis- 
ig^thsB  I  Ever  Saw  them,  A,  indeed,  are  somewhat  Exasperated. 
» of  the  Seven  Months'  Men  Sent  to  this  place,  &  the  German 
p  vwk  as  it  is,  to  be  Gall*  Away,  although  So  lately  Reckon'  in 
Jnota  for  the  Defence  of  this  part  of  the  State ;  there  is  Some 
sasionsin  the  Petition,  in  my  Opinion,  rather  severe :  it  was  the 
nonts  of  a  Number  of  Other  Gentlemen,  also,  at  the  time  the 
le  Met;  But  Could  not  Possibly  Got  the  Language  of  the  Peti- 
ttj  thing  more  Soft'ned— -However,  we  hope  it  will  Be  Look' 
heat  &  inadvertance  of  a  Distress*'  People,  Rather  than  the 
bioDts  of  a  Cooler  Hour.  I  would  Beg  some  of  the  Gentlemen 
loneil  would  Give  a  Small  Historical  Acc^  of  the  Affairs  of  Our 
I,  Either  by  writing  a  few  lines,  or  incloseing  the  papers  for 
time  past ;  as  we  are  here  Seated  where  we  know  very  little 
lie  Distresses  amongst  our  Selves,  if  we  Could  Circulate  the 
1  from  Other  Parts  of  the  Continent,  Either  for  or  Against  aS| 
aid  be  some  Satisfaction ;  if  wo  prosper  any  place,  it  is  a  Conso- 
h— if  any  People  Else  Suffers  as  North'  County,  then  it  Can  be 
ra  have  Fellows  Equally  in  Distress.  I  shall  Stop,  with  my 
Eb»rty  Wishes  for  the  Prosperity  of  His  Exo''  Gen^  Washington 
Brave  little  Army ;  &  am,  with  Sincerity^  your  Most  Ob*  & 
Hnm*  Serv^ 

MATT^  SMITH, 
abnry,  18^*  Aug*S  1780. 
led, 

His  Exc'y  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President 
r*  by  Col*  Peter  Hosterman. 


Col.  Dan.  Brodhead  to  Pass.  Bbed,  1780. 

Port  Pitt,  Aug.  18**,  1780. 

Sir, 

friday  last,  ten  men  were  killed  by  a  party  of  Wyandot  Indians, 

Uie  Forks  of  Cheat;  this  is  all  the  mischief  that  has  been  done 


e. 


^.Troops  have  been  without  bread  for  several  days,  and  begin 
«  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  401. 
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to  m vmnr ;  but  I  expect  to  ^t  &  Utile  grain  -chopped  in  a  Ud  Hone 
mill,  near  this  place,  and,  if  possiblci  preyent  a  mntinj  untiU  i 
farther  supply  can  be  procured.  This  Country  has  grown  a  grot 
quantity  of  Grain  thia  Season,  but  the  waters  are  so  low,  thit  Ikn 
or  mMi  cannot  be  manufactured.  And  I  hear  the  pack  honem 
have  left  the  Service :  so  that  we  have  a  dull  prospect  befoieiis,ttl 
not  a  shilling  have  we  to  purchase  with. 

The  Enemy  have  lately  killed  &  taken  near  four  hundred  Mflif 
Women  &  Children,  from  Licking  Creek,  near  Kentaoke,  snd  itfi 
probable  their  next  attempt  will  be  against  this^Murt  of  the  Oounliyf 
but  I  flatter  myself  they  cannot  approach  us  with  a  eonsidenkle 
force,  without  being  discovered  by  the  friendly  Indians^  who  v31 
give  immediate  Notice. 

Necessity  has  compelled  me  to  evacuate  for  a  short  time  the  pMtt ' 
of  Armstrong  &  Crawford,  but  I  shall  return  the  Qarrison  thther 
so  soon  as  they  can  be  subsisted.     Whilst  the  water  continues  ia  ill 
present  state,  I  cannot  conceive  that  the  Inhabitants  of  WestauA' 
land  are  in  Danger. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  utmoet  respect  &  esteem,  jm 
Excellencies  most  Obed*  Serv^ 

DANIEL  BRODHSAD. 

His  Exoell'y  Gov  Beed. 


James  Seablb  to  P&es.  of  Congrbsb,  1780. 

On  board  the  ship  Jay,  at  sea,  in  Latitude  45-35 ;  Longitude  sM 

20,-18**  August,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  linedireetd 
to  you,  which  you  will  be  so  obliging,  afkr  perusing  it,  to  send  to  Ha 
Excellency  President  Beed.  It  will  inform  you  and  him.  that  after 
a  great  deal  of  bad  weather  and  head  Winds,  we  are  thus  &r  A 
vanced  on  our  passage,  with  all  things  in  good  order  on  bosid  thi 
ship.  As  the  Winds  seem  to  promise  favourably,  we  are  not  withoit 
hopes  of  seeing  Port  Le-Orient  in  eight  or  nine  days. 

This  letter  is  intended  by  the  ship  General  Pickering  firom  Klh* 
to  Boston,  and  will  serve  to  inform  our  friends  of  our  situation. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Beed  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  tnnsait 
the  substance  of  this  letter  to  M'*  Searle  by  express,  as  it  will  bei 
peat  relief  to  her  mind.  He  will  also  please  to  inform  her  thiti 
have  been  entirely  free  from  sickness  the  whole  passage;  tbtt  n 
have  a  fine  ship,  an  obliging  Captain,  and  a  great  Plenty  of  all  ihiaf 
good  on  board. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JAMES  SEABLS. 

To  His  Exc'y  the  President  of  Congress. 
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Gen.  St.  Clair  to  Fres.  Rbed,  1780. 

Gamp  at  Tkppan,  Angt  19th,  1780. 

I  endoiea  Letter  from  Major  Choroh  to  General  Hand,  and  fronr 
General  Hand  to  me  on  the  Subject  of  certain  Vacancies  that  have 
Jiappened  in  the  foorth  Begiment.  The  gentlemen  are  anxious  to 
Iiave  their  Oommissions  but  the  appointments  must  go  thro  Counoill 
to  the  Board  of  War — besides  these  it  is  now  confidently  asserted 
that  Golonell  Connor  has  been  lost  at  sea — that  will  make  a  Promo- 
tion of  Golonell  Harmar  to  the  Lieu^  ColoncU  Commandant  of  the 
aeventh — Major  Church  Lieutenant  Golonell  of  the  6th  vice  Har- 
maFi  and  Capt^  Nice  Major  to  the  fourth,  vioo  Church — if  this 
misfortune  has  happened.  The  Councill  will  please  to  mako  these 
appointments  also  that  the  Commissions  may  bo  sent  up  as  soon  as 
poesible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir  your  Exoellencys  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR. 
Directed, 

On  Publio  Service, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  EsquirCi  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


GoL.  Dakl.  Brodhead  to  P&bs.  Bebd,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Aug«  2l8t,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  express  from  the  Delaware  Towns  that  Colo. 
Clark,  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  with  a  body  of  about  one  Thousand 
men  has  destroyed  the  Shawnese  Town  at  Ghellaooflfy,  and  is  pursuing 
the  Indians  to  the  upper  Town. 

How  happy  should  I  be,  if  it  was  in  my  power  to  attack  the 
Wyandots  &  Mingoes  at  this  time.  But  I  cannot  March  with  one 
Days  allowance  of  Bread  &  three  or  four  of  Beef.  What  can  be  the 
reason  that  no  provission  is  made  for  the  Troops  in  this  Department 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  devise.  Had  I  been  told  to  make  the  best  shift 
in  my  power,  I  should  not  now  have  been  thus  destitute  of  supplies, 
but  I  in  full  expectation  of  receiving  adequate  supplies  have  waited, 
an  till  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  them  has  greatly  increased.  Could 
a  Considerable  Sum  of  our  State  money  be  obtained  our  wants  would 
speedily  be  supplyed,  for  I  am  informed  that  the  People  will  gladly 
receive  it  in  payment  for  their  produce. 

The  late  resolve  of  the  Virginia  Assembly  bos  greatly  disturbed 
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their  Adbcrcnt8|  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  injare  our  Military  a&in 
uDtill  the  line  is  fully  ran. 

If  we  could  be  furnished  with  some  half  Johannes's  here  we  coqU 
recmit  a  number  of  ezoetlent  men  fbr  the  Serviooi  but  they  will 
scarcely  agree  to  go  all  the  way  to  Philad'  to  be  mastered  befm 
Ihcy  receive  their  Bounty.  I  think  it  Bonnds  best  npon  tkfl 
Drumhead. 

1  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  Gaptn.  Swearingens  recmiting  Aa^ 
and  will  remit  those  of  the  other  uentlemen  concerned  so  soon  if 
they  are  settled. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  most  perfect  respect 

&  esteem  yonr  Excellencies 

most  Obed't  Sery't 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

Directed, 

To  His  Excciry  Gov.  Reed. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Fres.  Reed,  1780. 

Barracksi  2Ist  Ang.  1780. 
Gknt*, 

Being  called  by  my  late  Landlord,  Mr.  James  Beneset,  ht  nsi 
duo  to  him,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  your  .order  oi 
the  Treasurer  for  600  dollars,  the  amount  of  a  years  pay  as  Toffi 
Major,  ending  the  19th  InsL 

When  I  undertook  to  put  the  barracks  in  such  order  as  would  ii 
great  measure  prevent  a  eontinuance  of  the  former  mischiefs  I  ex- 
pected, from  the  information  of  the  workmen,  that  the  matcnab,Tili| 
Joists,  Doors  with  their  appurtenanoea  &  bricks  taken  firoa  liM 
condemned  collars,  k  which  could  not  be  of  service  in  future  repaint 
would  nearly,  if  not  fully  repay  the  expence,  for  which  pnrpoie  I 
sold  some  on  the  best  terms  I  conld  &  proposed  disposing  if 
the  other,  bat  Christian  Sheffet  informs  me  they  will  mil  be  wantiitf 
in  the  works  now  carrying  on  at  Fort  Mifflin,  &  that  they  iHll  w 
bring  the  price  that  new  will  cost,  on  this  notice  I  thooght  properto 
dcaist,  &  lay  the  matter  before  you  &  request  your  directions.  The 
cost  of  work  done  amounts  6658i  DoL,  &  of  materials  sold  to  184S 
Bal*'  4808},  Besides  the  materials  that  cannot  be  of  use  in  repairiig 
the  barracks  I  have  boards  &  nails  to  a^onsiderabro  amount 

I  am  with  respeot 

Gentleman  your  most  obed.  Serv* 

LBWIS  NICOLA,  T.  M. 
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Pbxs.  or  OoNGBESs  TO  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  August  22cl,  1780. 

I  jrar  Letter  of  the  6^  which  was  this  Day  read  in  GoDgress, 
are  pleased  to  inform  Congress,  that  "  on  the  first  day  of  June 
an  Act  of  Assemhlj  passed  adopting  the  resolutions  for  calling 
laffiUs  in  Cirenlation,  and  emitting  new  Bills  on  certain  Funds, 
iith  a  suspending  Clause  of  its  Operation  until  a  Majority  of  the 
It  should  pass  Laws  of  a  similar  nature  r''  that  ''an  official  De- 
ittsn  from  nis  Excellency  the  President  of  Conmss  or  the  Dele- 
s  of  the  State  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Councu,  that  a  Majority 
M  States  had  passed  Laws  to  the  above  effect  would  immediately 
ABeaey  to  the  law  of  this  State. 

im  therefore  now  to  inform  you  that  a  majority  of  the  United 
sshavo  passed  laws  adopting  the  resolutions  of  the  18  March 
I  fhr  oalBng  in  the  Ccmtinentu  Bills  in  Girculationi  and  emitting 
Bilk  on  certain  Funds.* 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  Esteem 
&  regard  your  most  honable  servant 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

is  BzceDency  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
■jlvania. 


Dayib  Deshleb  to  Fabs.  Bbed,  1780. 

Allentown,  24th  Aug*,  1780. 

have  sent  M*  Charles  Deshlermy  assistant,'who  will  call  on  you, 
supply  of  cash,  and  request  you'll  be  pleas'd  to  send  me  Infty 
nad  pounds  for  the  use  of  purchasing  supplies  for  the  army, 
lilt  that  article  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  carry  on  the  Business 
•  manner  I  could  wish. 

an  purchase  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  in  one  weeks  time,  if  I 
mpj^ied  with  money  for  that  purpose. 

Kve  the  offer  of  five  hundred  Bushels  of  Wheat  from  one  person, 
aamot  have  it  for  want  of  money. 

I  am  sir.  Your  Ob«  Hum*  8« 

DAVID  DESHLER, 
Commis'  for  North**.  County .f 
cud, 

iblio  Service. 

le  Honorable  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.  Pres*  Philadelphia. 
f  Hr.  Deshler. 


r. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  469. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  460. 
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GoL.  A.  Loc^BT  10  Pass.  Beed,  1780. 


TwelTe  mile  Ron  y*  2i^  Aug  1T80. 
May  it  please  your  Excellenoy, 

I  receiTed  the  supplys  you  were  pleased  to  order  for  the  PlretMlNi 
of  this  County^  saif  and  in  good  orderi  some  months  past  I  littni 
myself  to  have  the  Pleaahor  of  reporting  to  yonr  Exoelleney  wm 
^ood  news  from  the  Indian  Gontery  in  Person.  As  G(d^  BroadW 
m  connection  with  the  Inhabitanoe  on  this  side  the  monntaiiibii 
laid  a  plan  for  the  Redaction  of  some  of  the  hostail  Indian  tMn. 
Which  a  scarcity  of  provitions  haas  preyented  for  some  time  litbi 
I  flatter  myself  an  exonrtioo  of  that  Neatore  will  soon  be  eiMtod, 

Our  Go^  of  the  Pennsylvania  Yolentears  wore  in  sernes  hfan 
the  act  of  Assembly  came  to  this  Gonntyi  and  reased  on  the  WN 
Plann  the  Law  Prescribe  Bat  not  so  long  Ingaged  &  one  oiowiN 
many,  as  we  had  three  poets  to  ooonpy  it  wass  thought  too  CaDtiioi 
&  too  Lieut^  wass  necessary,  if  your  Szoelleney  shonld  think  ov 
conduct  consistant  in  this  matter,  I  would  be  thanJ^full  that  oneodic 
commition  be  sent. 

The  Recruiting  service  for  the  Ranging  Gompany  is  coing  on.  I 
was  informed  thb  day  by  Gap^  Outtcry  that  he  bass  enusted  twci^ 
able  boyde'd  Recruits,  the  Lieu'  of  that  Gompany  declined  seniflC 
as  he  was  before  appointed  a  Gaptain  in  the  troops  noF  the  Penniji- 
vania  Yolentears.  John  Jamison  who  was  formerly  a  Lieut'  in  C^ 
Irwins  company  of  Raingers  has  acted  in  that  capasity  in  the  reenift- 
ing  service.  I  humbly  Request  his  commition  may  be  sent,  u  I 
know  him  to  be  tollerable  well  Qualify'  for  that  buiiness. 

Our  Pennsylvania  Yelunteers  have  been  suppl/d  from  the  eoati- 
nental  stors  uutill  the  7th  Instant  and  drew  every  necessary  tarn 
Col^  Broadhead  until  a  scarcity  of  Provitions  oblidged  him  to  m^ 
them  into  the  enhabitants,  some  of  the  troops  are  sicK  and  cannot  I0 
attended  by  the  continantal  Serganta.  I  was  under  the  neoesntjto 
apply  to  Doctor  Alexander  Lindsay  for  their  Releiff  who  is  nn 
willing  to  render  his  services  if  a  reasonable  Restitution  is  made  • 
found  in  Medisins.  He  has  sent  a  small  list  of  the  Medesons  Bi- 
quisite  which,  I  think  will  be  cairfully  apply'd  to  the  use  mentioDei 
the  Pennsylvania  Yolentears  have  been  in  service  sence  the  10th 
April  and  is  now  in  want  of  some  pay,  the  Gontinent  is  oblidged  to 
pay  them  until  the  fifteenth  of  June.  But  as  cash  is  not  to  M  bi^ 
from  that  fund  &  the  troops  in  want,  I  must  request  your  £zelleiiej 
may  appoint  some  person  as  paymaster  for  the  purpose  mentioned. 

Knapsacks  Gamp  Gettols  and  other  necessarys  in  the  QnaIte^ 
masters  Department  will  likewise  be  wanted.  In  particular  Wright- 
ing  paper  &  orderly  Books.     We  have  had  no  dammage  done  bj  tBa 
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fififl  nDoe  a|nrile  which  in  a  great  meaahore  moafc  be  aioribed  to 
e  eair  k  Yigolenoe  of  our  troops. 

I  hate  the  honnour  to  be  your  BzelleDcja 

Moat  Obedient  and  rery  humble  aervt 

A.  LOCHRT. 
Hndedf 
Id  hia  Excellenej  Joaeph  Beed  Eiqr.  Preeedent  of  the  State  of 

List  of  Medicines. 


*vSt.  Sel.  Epsom, 

Ibj.  Fol :  Sense, 

fflj.  Manna  Op't. 

Jb|.  Polv.  Jallap, 

Kt.  Calomel, 

fir.  Poly :  Ipecae. 

i^j.  Tart.  Emet 

{It.  Mere :  Pneoip :  Rub. 

Bjj.  Pulv.  Cort.  Pcruv. 

Sift  PqIt.  Contrayerya.  Con. 

ta.  Paly.  Valerian. 

Ibj.  Puly.  Bhei. 


3ij'.  Mer.  Corross.  Subt. 

Ibj,  Argent,  viv. 
Ibij.  Sal.  Nitri. 
Ibij.  Crem.  Tart. 
Siy.  Vitriol.  Cioml. 
tt«a.  Paly.  Cantharidea. 
Ibiss.  0am.  Camphor, 
tbyijj.  Ungt.  Basilicon. 

ftn.  Empl.  Corroborans. 
!b|.  Bala.  Capiyi. 

Si.  01.  Menth.  Vulg. 


louKciL  10  Lieutenants  of  cebtain  Counties,  1780. 


U  oonaeqaonee  of  a  Letter  receiy'd  yesterday  from  his  Ezcell'  the 
indent  of  the  State  dated  Trenton  Aug"*  23d|  we  are  ordered  to 
intermand  the  orders  heretofore  sent  you  respecting  the  march  of 
Laacaater  County  Militia.  Such  aa  are  embodied  to  continue  at 
jilaoe  of  BendezTOus  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  hold  themselyea 
oaadineaa  to  proceed  at  a  Minute's  notice  their  Boute  &  place  of 
Itmation  will  be  communicated  to  you  in  due  time.  They  muat 
yide  them  with  Blankets,  Arms,  &c. 
loned, — Aug.  24, 1780.    Lancaster,  York  &  Cumberland. 


Resolutions  of  Congress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  August  25th,  1780. 

laaolyed,  That  when  the  Qoyemora  or  Preaidenta  of  two  or  more 
tea  act  in  the  field  together,  he  who  has  been  longest  in  Offioe 
U  take  rank  of  all  other  Goyemors  or  presidents  except  the 
vemor  or  President  of  the  State  in  whioh  they  are,  who  in  hia 
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own  State,  notwithetanding  he  may  be  yoongeat  in  oSeei  ihnji 
takes  rank. 

Resolved,  That  wheneyer  the  Goyernora  or  Presidents  of  State 
act  in  conjunction  with  Continental  troops,  thej  shall  for  tbetuM 
they  BO  act  in  conjanction  have  the  rank  of  Major  Gen'  in  the  list 
of  Uie  Army. 

Provided  Jalways,  '.That  nothing  in  the  above  rewdntions  M 
exclude  the  Governor  of  any  State  from  a  seperate  command  over 
the  Militia  of  the  State  in  wkich  he  presides  where  not  inocmiifltat 
with  the  particular  views  of  the  Commander  in  ChieL 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Mj. 


Resolutions  of  Gokgress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  August  26th|  1780. 

Congress  took  into  Consideration  the  Report  of  the  CooniflN 
appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  preventing  the  fistkr 
Issues  of  Certificates,  and  for  Carrying  into  Effect  the  Reidlatiai 
of  the  18th  of  March  last,  &c.,*  And  therefore  came  to  the  fidlowi^ 
Resolutions. 

Whereas  a  larse  and  immediate  Supply  of  Money  is  neeessurfv 
carrying  on  the  Operations  of  the  War  and  for  the  payment  of  dekH 
due  for  Supplies  heretofore  fumished|  and  for  the  payment  of  Iili- 
rest  on  Loan  Office  Certificates, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  sevend  SM 
to  take  the  most  speedy  &  efifectual  Measures  in  their  Power  fiv 
drawing  in  their  respective  Quotas  of  the  continental  Bills  of  Cnfit 
to  be  destroyed,  either  by  a  Tax  to  be  collected  immediately,  or  tf 
exchanging  for  them  new  Bills  to  be  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Art 
of  the  18th  of  March  last,  at  a  rate  not  less  than  forty  of  the  forMC 
for  one  of  the  latter,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  said  new  BiUs  nayki 
issued. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  to  raiae  bv  Tatff 
payable  in  the  Bills,  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Act  aforesaid,  or  it 
specie,  their  respective  Quotas  of  three  Millions  of  Dollan  agn^ 
able  to  the  apportionment  of  the  7th  October,  1779,  and  payiki 
same  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible,  As 
payment  to  be  fully  compleated  by  the  last  day  of  December  nestj 
each  State  to  be  allowed  Interest  for  the  same  from  the  Time  it  ii 
paid,  to  be  hereafter  adjusted  according  to  a  Resolution  of  the  6Ck 
of  Octob',  1779.t 

That  Major  General  Greene,  late  Quarter  Master  General,  sfe' 
Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  late  Commissary  General  of  purchases,  ui 
the  present  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  respectively  rente 
an  account  to  the  Board  of  Treasury  of  the  amount  of  the  Modtf 

*  See  Col.  lUo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  286. 
t  See  Arcbivee,  Vol.  VII.,  p.  782. 
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B  from  them  <m  Certifioatefl  or  otherwise  on  publiek  Aoooimt, 
«i^g  the  earn  dae  in  eaoh  State  in  order  that  Warrants  may 
m  m  their  &Tonr  on  the  Treasurera  of  snch  States  for  payment 
tte  mme  ont  of  the  Monies  to  be  ooUeeted  for  Uie  United  States 
ifaresaid :  whieh  Warrants  being  paid  shall  bo  accepted  by  the 
msnrer  towards  snob  States.  Quota  of  the  Monies  to  be  raised  as 
BWmid.  And  it  is  further  recommended  to  such  States  to  provide 
it  such  Certificates  of  the  said  Qua'  Master  General  and  Gommis- 
rics  and  those  who  purchased  under  them  be  received  in  payment 
'  the  said  Taxes  to  the  amount  of  snob  Warrants  under  proper 
enktions  for  preventing  frauds. 

And  to  prevent  the  Possibility  of  any  Depreciation  in  the  Bills 
•  bo  emitted  agreeably  to  the  Act  of  the  18th  March  aforesaid,  that 
k  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  States  not  to  issue 
lib  of  Credit  for  a  Currency  on  aov  consideration  whatever  to  a 
Mit  amount  than  their  respective  Quotas  of  the  new  Bills,  stated 
the  Act  aforesaid.  And  that  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  any 
Iks  States  since  the  first  day  of  January  last  and  redeemable  in 
■M  at  par,  be  considered  as  part  of  the  Proportion  of  the  Money 
wmi  by  the  said  Act  of  the  18th  of  March  to  the  use  of  the 
lb. 

Issolved,  That  all  and  singular  the  Creditors  of  these  United 
iln  for  Supplies  furnished  the  army  or  the  transportation  thereof, 
dl  be  entitled  to  receive  the  just  value  of  the  Sums  duo  to  them 
lisstively  in  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  pursuant  to  the  Act  of 
1 18th  of  March  last,  the  value  of  the  Sums  duo  to  be  ascertained 
nniing  to  the  current  value  of  continental  Bills  of  Credit  com- 
nd  with  Specie  at  the  Time  the  Money  became  due  at  the  place 
srp  the  Supplies  were  furnished,  provided  the  same  do  not 
Med  the  prices  fixed  for  such  Supplies  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  of 
kmary  last,  or  a  proportionate  value  for  services  done  and  articles 
dshedy  not  mentioned  in  the  said  Act.  But  if  the  nominal  sum 
MBtinental  Currency  contracted  for  when  reduced  to  Specie  value 
ifasaaid,  shall  exceed  the  fixed  price  aforesaid,  the  Creditor  shall 
milled  to  receive  the  amount  of  the  supplies  furnished  or  ser- 
ii  dene  at  the  said  fixed  or  proportionate  prices  in  the  New  Bills 
Mud^  or  the  nominal  Sum  contracted  for  in  continental  Bills  of 
Hif  and  no  more  at  his  Klection. 

!ksi  the  Accounts  being  duly  examined  and  adjusted  by  the 
W  afbresaid  by  Commissioners  that  may  be  appointed  agreeably 

Besolntion  of  the  12th  of  June  last  to  settle  Aocounts  of 
of  the  Staff  Departments  in  the  several  States,  or  by  the 

who  made  the  Contract  or  by  whom  the  payment  is  to  be 
lOy  the  same  shall  be  paid  or  a  Certificate  given  for  the  Sum 
ly  duei  certifying  that  the  same  hath  been  duly  examined  and 
Mted  agreeably  to  the  Directions  aforesaid ;  and  if  paid  in  the 
'  Bills,  the  Interest  on  the  said  Bills  shall  be  computed  to  the 
» of  such  Certificates. 
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That  all  Debts  due  to  the  United  States  for  Monies  Teorindfbr 
their  Use  or  otherwise  within  any  of  these  States  sliaU  b«  wd 
aeoording  to  the  jost  Valne  of  the  Money  when  it  was  reeufw  « 
became  aae|  to  be- ascertained  as  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Srfy. 


Council  of  Massachusetts  to  Pass.  Bebd,  1780. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire. 

State  of  Massa.  Bay. 

Council  Chamber,  Boston,  Aug«  26»,  1780. 

The  Council  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  would  repBeseflt 
to  your  Excellency  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Sherbon 
on  the  Island  of  Nantucket  are  in  great  want  of  Flour  and  Gnm 
for  their  own  Consumption,  &  would  therefore  recommend  Tristnn 
Coffin,  Master  of  the  Schooner  Phoonix,  (an  Inhabitant  of  wSi 
Island,)  for  your  Excellency's  permission  to  purchase  Flour  and 
Grain  to  relieve  the  Necessities  of  said  Inhabitants  on  the  wSi 
Island  of  Nantucket. 

True  Copy. 

Attest,  JOHN  AVERY,  D.  Serfj.* 


Lt.  Abraham  Smith  to  Council,  1780. 

Carlisle,  25«^  August,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  send  you  herein  Inclosed  the  names  and  Rank  of  the  fidd 
Officers  of  Cumberland  County,  with  as  many  of  the  Coopny 
Officers  as  I  hayc  been  able  to  get  Returns  of;  I  hayc  had  IMM 
from  three  Battalions  that  is  over  the  north  mountain.  I  hsi* 
agreeable  to  ^^our  Excellency's  Orders  Sent  off  the  Militm  of  feUl 
County  to  Philadelphia,  I  am  unhappy  to  inform  you  that  they  nil 
not  turned  out  so  well  as  I  Could  wish,  I  think  there  is  about  fttjn 
wanting  of  the  number  called  for,  The  alarming  situation  of  dw 
people  over  the  noarth  mountain  made  it  very  unadvisable  to  wni 
any  down  from  that  quarter,  I  have  therefore  Ordei'd  them  tat  tks 
defence  of  the  frounteers,  and  all  the  three  Classes  from  here  down- 
I  hope  the  number  Sent  down  will  be  Excepted  as  Sufficent  qb 
Consideration  of  our  frounteers  Sitaation,  I  have  proportioned  thft 
Officers  to  the  Number  of  men,  the  Qentlemen  seem  desirous  ^ 
have  their  Commissions  before  they  go  to  Camp,  I  therefore  ham 
their  Commissions  will  be  made  out  for  them.  I  have  sent  tbi 
Volunteers  raised  in  this  side  of  the  mountain  down,  them  raiiad 

*  Bee  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII. ,  p.  52o.    Not  graoted. 
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iwthe  mountain  are  on  the  frontiers  of  Northumberland  County. 
ikan  la  great  Complaints  from  numbers  of  the  militia  men  of 
rant  of  money  to  bear  their  Expences  to  Camp,  I  am  Satisfied  there 
i«ne  of  them  ill  of,  I  wou'd  therefore  flatter  myself  if  there  is  any 
a  the  treasurey  that  a  Small  Quantity  will  bo  advanced  when  they 
ntoPhila.  I  wou'd  just  beg  leave  to  mention  a  matter  to  your 
fiMsIleney  that  aeem  to  give  much  uneasyness  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
his  County,  that  ia  the  lowering  the  Price  of  grain,  part  of  the 
Usst  of  the  people  had  before  Sold  so  much  of  Uicir  wheat  at  ten 
iUliDgs  ^  Busnell  as  wou'd  pay  their  publick  tax,  the  others  who 
mi  not  wheat  before  harvest  tlunk  it  exceedingly  hard  that  they  have 
KQi  the  opportunity  of  paying  there  tax  on  the  same  footing  with 
iidr  ueighDenra  they  are  now  Inclin'd  to  Conclude  that  they  must 
M  lUom  a  Small  price  for  their  flower  if  the  Carrige  is  taken  from 
kha  Philadelphia  prioc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your 

Exoellency's  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

AB-.  SMETH. 

PAlie  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esq",  President  of  the  Supream 
beoative  Council  of  the  State  of  Penn*.,    Ab">.  Smith, 
it*  by  1 

OQi>.  Mitchen.     | 


Lt.  Josbph  Hart  to  V.  P.  Moorb,  1780. 

August  y«  25»>',  1780. 

h  may  be  unnecessary  now  to  tell  you  the  Number  of  Men  we 
(Te  at  Trenton,  as  perhaps  you  will  have  the  account  from  the 
k^Btant  (xen. :  The  Number  of  Privates  (however)  does  not  much 
IMd  200,  but  they  are  Increasing  every  Day.  Our  Men  are  told 
Nit  the  Militia  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philad*"  rec<  a  Sum  of 
liipaj  previous  to  their  Marching,  and  they  are  almost  ready  to 
■liaj  because  they  had  none;  and  we  must  give  them  a  small 
iffly  as  soon  as  possible;  for  this  end  the  Bearer  M'  W"  Soott, 
ajmaater,  will  wait  on  Council  for  their  Order  to  draw  Money. 
an  Sir 

Tourn  &  the  Councils 

most  Obdt.  &  very  hmbe.  Serv*., 

JOSEPH  HART,  L.  B.  C. 

^mefed, 

To  William  Moore  Esq'.,  Vice  president  of  the  Supreme 
iieeative  Council  for  the  State  of  Pensilvania. 
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Col.  Wm.  Scoit  to  Y.  P.  Moobs,  1780. 

York,  Avg"  S6»,1 

Sir, 

In  a  letter  from  Council  of  the  25*^  Jalj  last*  I  wis  ori 
foraish  three  hundred  and  fifty  Men  of  the  Militia  of  Yorit  C 
for  which  end  I  was  instructed  to  Call  three  Claasea  and  if  1 
not  fnmbh  that  number;  to  proceed  to  a  fourth  Claaa;  €l 
which  I  immediately  warned  the  three  Classes  as  directed, 
wards  reo'  another  letter  of  the  1"^  instant  wherein  the  qi 
our  County  was  again  mentioned ;  with  orders  for  the  Men  li 
of  which  t  also  gave  notice  but  there  is  only  one  Compam 
got  ready.  It  is  thought  by  some  gentle  Men  here  that  th 
of  the  Classes  call'  Shou'  March  or  be  fined,  Others  are  of  < 
that  the  number  mentioned  by  Council  only  shou'  go  aid 
diffierance  of  Sentiments  seems  to  retard  our  Progress  1*  1 
beg  the  fayour  of  Council,  to  instruct  me  in  this  Matter, 
number  of  Men  in  the  three  Classes  are  at  least  five  til 
number  demanded  of  this  County,  in  the  meantime  I  will  : 
the  men  as  they  are  made  up  and  hold  the  remainder  in  n 
for  farther  Orders. 

I  am  sir  your  Honour's 

Obedient  humble  serv^.. 

w-.sa 

Direcledj 

To  the  Honourable  William  Moore  EsquirCi  Vice 
Council|  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Sam'l  J.  Atlee  to  V.  P.  Moore,  ITM 

Lancaster,  Aug^  26*|1 
Sir, 

I  am  this  minute  honored  with  your  Letter  by  Black  of  tf 
and  am  very  happy  it  arrived  when  it  did,  as  I  had  juii  i 
Councill  for  orders  respecting  the  militia  of  this  County,  li» 
alluded  to  in  the  one  before  me  must  have  miscarried.  I  hm 
the  orders  for  the  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readinosa  ■ 
wise  ordered  that  each  man  come  provided  with  a  Blanket!^ tr 
I  fear  it  will  be  impossible  to  provide,  what  can  be  procaied 

I  have  inclosed  the  Return  of  the  officers  of  the  militia  1 
caster  County,  as  far  as  they  can  be  at  present  filled  up,  I  ■ 
the  Commissions  may  be  immediately  sent  up— together  with  I 
for  those  that  are  not  in  the  return,  to  be  fitted  here  as  oiEfl 
be  prevailed  upon  to  accept. 

*  See  page  444. 
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11^  Beeniiii  have  offered  ainee  my  arrivftl  here,  bat  m  I  was 
nabled  to  pay  their  Boantj,  thej  cannot  be  prevailed  npon  to 
Bad  to  Philad*  withoat  it — they  complain  that  they  have  aundry 
B  to  pay,  that  their  creditora  will  not  permit  their  departure  untill 
(Mtion  ia  made  them, 
imneill  knowa  my  acntimenta  respecting  the  recruiting  acrvico. 

.    I  am  Sir, 

yoor  Honoura  moat  ob* 

and  very  Hble  Serr* 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 
[eibb  William  Moore,  Esqr.,  Yieo  President. 


Gffif.  Washington  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

(Circular.) 

Head  Qnartcra,  near  the  liberty  PolCi 
Bergen  County,  27th  August,  1780. 

_  • 

be  Honorable  the  Committee  of  co-operation  having  returned  to 
paaa,  I  am  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  your 
dknoy,  that  the  army  is  again  reduced  to  an  extremity  of  dis- 
I  for  want  of  Provision.  The  greater  part  of  it  had  been  without 
tfrom  the  21st  to  the  26th.  To  endeavour  to  obtain  some  relief, 
wed  down  to  this  place  with  a  view  of  stripping  the  lower  parts 
be  Country  of  its  Cattle,  which,  after  a  most  rigorous  exaction, 
and  to  afford  between  two  and  three  days  supply  only,  and  those 
fating  of  milch  cows  and  calves  of  one  or  two  years  old.  When 
soanty  pittance  is  consumed,  I  know  not  what  will  be  our  next 
me,  as  the  Commissary  can  give  me  no  certain  information  of 
I  than  120  head  of  Cattle  expected  from  Pennsylvania,  and  about 
firon  Maaaachusetts.  I  mean  in  time  to  supply  our  immediate 
1. 

ilitaiy  coercion  is  no  longer  of  any  avail,  as  nothing  further  can 
bly  be  collected  from  the  Country  in  which  wo  are  obliged  to 
m  position,  without  depriving  the  Inhabitants  of  the  last  morsel. 
mode  of  aubsistiogy  supposing  the  desired  end  could  be  answered 
^  beaidea  being  in  the  highest  degree  distressing  to  individuala, 
tended  with  ruin  to  the  morals  and  discipline  of  the  army — 
ig  the  few  days  which  we  have  been  obli^  to  send  out  smaU 
ei  to  procure  Provisions  for  themselves,  the  most  enormouk 
laaa  have  been  committed. 

baa  been  no  inconsiderable  support  of  our  cause,  to  have  had  it 
IV  power  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  our  army  with  that  of  thd 
Vol.  VUL— 23 
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Enemy,  and  to  convince  tbe  Inhabitants  tbat  while  their  righti  ven 
wantonly  violated  by  tbe  British  Troops,  by  ours  they  were  mpeetri. 
This  distinction  must  unhappily  now  cease,  and  we  mnst  aisame  th 
odious  character  of  the  pluiidcrers,  instead  of  the  proteeton  of  th 
People,  the  direct  consequence  of  which  must  be  to  alienate  tkk 
minds  from  the  army,  and  insensibly  from  tho  cause.  . 

We  have  not  yet  been  absolutely  without  flour,  but  we  bate  (U 
day  but  one  days  supply  in  Camp,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  time 
is  a  single  barrel  between  thia  and  Trenton.  I  shall  be  obliged 
therefore  to  draw  down  one  or  two  hundred  barrels  from  a  Biadl 
magazine  which  I  had  endeavoured  to  establish  at  West  Poiflt,  for 
the  security  of  the  Garrison  in  case  of  a  sudden  investiture. 

From  tho  above  state  of  facts,  it  may  be  foreseen  that  this  imy 
cannot  possibly  remain  much  longer  together,  unless  very  vigoioai 
and  imnicdiatti  measures  arc  tAcn  by  the  States  to  comply  withtb 
requisitions  made  upon  them.  The  Commissary  General  has  Deithcr 
tho  means  nor  the  power  of  procuring  supplies.  He  is  only  tore* 
ceive  them  from  the  several  agents.  Without  a  speedy  change  of 
circumstances,  this  dilemma  must  be  involved;  either  the  armjmut 
disband,  or  what  isj  if  posaiblei  worse,  subsist  upon  the  pluader  of 
tho  People. 

I  would  fain  flatter  myself  that  a  knowledge  of  our  situation  will 
produce  tho  desired  relief — not  a  relief  of  a  few  days,  as  hte  gnw- 
rally  heretofore  been  the  case,  but  a  supply  equal  to  the  estebliab- 
meut  of  magazines  for  the  Winter.  If  these  are  not  funned  beihn 
tbe  Roads  aro  broken  up  by  the  Weather,  we  shall  ccrtaiolj  ex]l^ 
rience  the  same  ditfieulties  and  distresses  the  enduing  Winter  wkiek 
wo  did  the  last.  Altho'  the  troops  have,  upon  every  oeeuioe 
hitherto,  borue  their  wants  with  unparalleled  patience,  it  will  h 
dangerous  to  trust  too  often  to  a  repetition  of  the  causes  of  dii* 
content. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  I 

most  obet  &  hum.  servant, 

G-  WASHINQTOX. 

State  of  Pennsylvania. 


General  Lacet  to  V.  P.  Moore,  1780. 

Camp,  Trenton,  Aug*  2Sth|  1780. 
Dear  S', 

I  left  Philad*  in  a  hurry  on  Command  to  Bucks  County  tod  Bil 
not  time  to  stay  and  see  any  of  my  necessaries  put  up  tor  Camp,  Ai* 
I  trusted  to  Col.  Mitchcl  and  A&j'  Hanna,  my  Brigade  Maj',  nj 
Waggon  was  not  oppcncd  nor  any  tUng  cxawioed  till  1  arriycd  beiCf 
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fl  tlMtt^  on  openiog  ind  orerhalling  the  stores  that  the  npp^  pari 
^'tfie  Mirkee  wts  wanting,  likewise  the  poles,  the  want  of  tnoM 
eriMry  articles  subjects  me  to  great  inconyenicnco;  will  therefore 
Ml  the  Liberty  with  yon  to  beg  yon  to  use  yonr  Interest  with  Gol. 
IMel  to  procure  the  af  articles,  for  which  I  bee  you  to  procure' a 
tuftyanoe  to  me  as  soon  as  poasiblei  and  you  will  oblige  me  very 
lAr  indeed,    m 

Onr  Peopio  are  beginning  to  show  the  simptoms  of  some  uneasiness 
they  begin  to  think  of  home,  which  is  always  prejudicial  to  the  Con- 
MMnt  of  the  Militia.  Their  too  long  stay  in  one  place  neyer  fails 
produce  these  efifects,  wo  have  in  consequence  thought  of  remov- 
t  Hwm  a  few  milce  to  divert  their  minds  from  home,  if  possible. 
It  Exoellency  and  my  self  with  our  Aids,  have  been  riding  round 
•^0imp  this  two  Days  in  search  of  ground  suitable  for  a  new  cn- 
mpmenty  but  find  the  Country  exceeding  dry  and  scarce  of  Water, 
idly  a  spring  to  be  found. 

This  morning  we  rood  towards  Bordenton,  near  which  place  we 
lid  ^  (s  piece  of  ground  to  which  we  expect  to  move  in  a  few 

'Weare  all  in  tolerable  health  at  present,  and  most  anxiously  wait 

MJHrival  of  the  second  Devision  of  our  Allies,  when  a  wide  field 

iK  fee  opened  to  display  to  the  never  fading  Qlory  of  American 

iilbs,  BOW  obsonrod  for  want  of  opportunity,  the  present  spirit  of 

bftoopa. 

>'>?  I  am  Dear  Sir 

^;--  with  real  respcet,  yonr 

^■-  most  ob.  Sert*, 

'-  JOHN  LACET. 


'  i- 


'V,  8.    Please  to  give  my  best  respects  to  the  Hon.  members  of 
iVDoily  my  old  Oolegues. 

lb  the  Hon.  William  Moore,  Vice  PMsident  of  Penn>,  Philadel- 
y  Capt  Wadkins. 


1% 


Deposition  of  Hbnrt  O'Neill,  1780. 

irth'd  Oo.  ss. 

ftaontally  apeared  before  me  the  snbseribor  one  of  Justices  of  the 
•St  fbr  the  oonnty  affs'  Henry  O'Neil  and  after  being  duly  sworn 
Mb$'lMw  directs  depoecth  that  on  the  24^%  inst.  being  in  company 
ifc  Peter  Simerman  at  Catawisse  Mill  and  as  they  were  incaged  in 
pairing  the  Mill  pond  heard  two  whistles  as  they  suposed  an  the 
luger  of  a  Oun  but  took  no  notice  but  soon  heard  an  Indian  hallo 
2  «aw  hiin  wave  his  hand  as  though  he  wanted  them  this  Dep* 
kad  the  Indian  wh«t  he  wanted  the  Indian  asked  if  SUis  Hughs 


628  PKNNSYLVANU  ABGHIVBS  1180. 

was  there  this  Dep*  answered  no  he  then  asked  if  Job  Hii|(hiiii 
there  thb  Dep'  answered  no  he  then  asked  if  it  was  tones  thatfirvl 
at  the  Hill  Peter  Simerman  answered  not  but  that  it  was  Yankiii 
then  the  Indian  answered  aje — aje — twice  and  did  not  ^eem  well 
pleased  took  np  his  Gun  and  went  up  the  hill  then  this  Dep*  retoned 
&  Simerman  asked  if  thej  would  load  the  Canoe  O'Neil  aD6weml 
not  he  then  asked  this  Dcp'  if  they  wonld  tell  that  tbej  saw  n 
Indian  to  which  this  Dep*  answered  jes. 

his 
HENRY  X  O'NEIL^ 
mark. 
Sworn  &  subscribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  August  A.  Doa. 

1780. 

THO.  HEWITT. 


TuoMAS  Hkwitt  to  Pa£8.  Beed,  1780. 

August  29, 1780. 

Inclosed  you  have  the  Coppy  of  llenry  O'Xeirs  DeposiUon,  tiiA 
Before  me  in  the  proscnoe  of  a  Number  of  the  respectable  lubabiUii 
of  North'  County,  which  Evidently  shews  the  Dismal  sitoitios  of 
this  County  from  the  Number  of  Disaffeoted  persons  in  it.    The 
Deposition  of  Henry  O'Ncil,  together  with  the  former  Condoetifi 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Catawisse  and  the  places  adjisnti 
forms  a  Long  Chain  of  Circumstances,  that  they  held  &  always  holdi 
a  Correspondence  with  the  Enemy,  who,  from  their  situation,  being 
surrounded  with  Mountains  on  the  one  side,  and  the  North  Kut 
Branch  of  Susquehanna  on  the  other,  Oives  them  an  Opportoniiyrf 
holding  a  treasonable  Correspondence  with  the  Enemy  without  Ifiur 
covery  ;  they  have  lived  peaceably  at  home  in  the  most  Dangsnoi 
times,  Negroes  and  other  suspected  Strangers  being  frequently  mcd 
among  them.     Every  Incursion  the  Enemy  has  made  into  this  Cosnty 
and  all  the  Disaffected  families  in  this  fly  there  for  protection,  whiilk 
the  well-affected  are  oblidged  to  Evacuate  the  County,  or  shut  tkn- 
selves  up  in  Garrison.     By  the  Confession  of  Ellis  Hughes,  he  west 
up  to  Wyoming  with  a  flagg  when  the  Enemy  was  in  possession  d 
that  place;  by  the  Confession  of  Casper  Reaney,  Duncan  Beetb 
and  Others,  that  they  were  sent  to  Niagara;  by  David  Fowler  and 
Others,  the  Inhabitants   of  Catawisse  and    Fishing  Creek;  Thi 
Indian  that  Came  in  a  peaceable  manner  to  that  pUoe  Last  Spriag; 
together  with  many  more  Sircumstanoes  which  micht  be  predae» 

I  therefore  Humbly  request  the  favour  of  you  to  Lay  this  seuatifls 
hefore  Council,  hoping  the  Hon^**  Council  will  Grant  sueh  reliaf  is 
the  premises  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  proper. 

Y'  most  Ob'  Humble  Ser*, 

THOMAS  HEwnr.- 

Direcrei,— His  Excellency  Joseph  Boed,  Estf. 
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Peib.  of  C0KOKS8S  TO  Council,  1780. 

Cirealar. 

Philadelphia,  August  29, 1780. 

■r  Bieollenoj  will  reociye  enclosed  two  Aota  of  Congren  of 
i.ft24.  loitaDt,  making  farther  Provisions  for  the  Officers  & 
m  of  the  Gontinental  Army,  with  recommendatioxui  to  the 
it  States ;  and  eztcndinff  the  half  Pay  heretofore  granted  to 
1%  to  the  Widows  or  Children  as  the  case  may  be  of  such  Officers 
rs  died  or  may  die  in  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  serranl 

BAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
I  Bxoelly  the  President  &  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Yalbntinb  Eckart  to  V.  P.  MooRB,  1780. 

Beading,  August  80, 1780. 

aeeonnts  reeeived  here  on  Monday  last  wo  are  informed  thai 
ihn  Negman  who  lived  at  a  saw  mill  on  the  Road  from  Read- 
Shamokin  about  three  miles  above  Conrad  Minnioks  and  33 
Beading,  on  Sunday  lust  was  with  his  three  young  ohildren, 
mialy  murdered  by  the  Indians,  a  Party  of  whom,  five  in 
Btf  had  been  seen  on  the  same  Road  near  Yamal's  a  few  days 
■ 

r  day  after  the  above  murder  a  House  and  Bam  on  little 
Ikill  were  burned  by  them  but  no  persons  killed. 
M  oocurrences  have  alarmed  the  people  so  muoh  in  that 
MNirhood  that  many  have  already  left  it  and  waggons  are  go- 
I  iD  numbers  to  fetch  off  their  effects  ;  so  that  unless  some 
f  asiistanee  can  be  given  them,  the  whole  settlement  over 
Nmntain  will  be  evacuated. 

this  occasion  I  have  been  applied  to  for  amunition  some  of 
I  gave  them  and  Col.  Lindemuth,  I  am  told,  has  marched 
k  Party  to  their  Relief ;  But  as  this  may  not  be  sufficient  to 
the  apprehensions  of  the  Inhabitants,  I  must  beg  the  Orders 
incil  in  what  manner  to  proceed  and  would  be  gUd  to  know  by 
(who  is  sent  Express  for  the  purpose)  what  measures  are 
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intended  to  be  pursued  for  the  Protection  of  tli(^inhabitanti  oiiii» 
Frontier  in  this  &  and  the  neighbouring  Counties. 

I  am,  Sir,  witn  great  Respccti 
Your  very  humble  servant 

VALENTINE  ECKABT. 

P.  S.  If  the  militia  of  Lancaster  are  not  yet  all  marched  it  vigU 
perhaps  be  thought  beat  to  send  us  some  part  for-  oar  defence  nndl 
something  more  effectual  can  be  fallen  upon. 

The  Uon^**.  Wm.  Moore,  Esq. 

Col.  JonN  Piper  to  thb  Ikhabitants  07  QuEMAHonn 

Township,  1780. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  Quemahonxng  Township,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

I  Received  your  Petition  to  me  directed'  by  the  Hand  of  Hr. 
Black,  I  am  fully  sensible  of  your  ratuation  and  the  Difficulties  yot 
labour  under  by  reason  of  the  exorbitant  Demands  made  upon  JM 
by  the  Sub-Lieutenants  of  this  County  for  large  sums  of  Money  to 
I*ay  the  Hire  of  two  Men  annexed  to  the  Bedford  Company  of  Ffeni* 
sylvania  Voluntiers.  I  look  upon  it  as  a  grievance  upon  the  sui 
remaining  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  of  this  Ccmtj, 
and  as  such  I  have  already  remonstrated  to  CounciI|  and  likewiN 
to  Mr.  Powel  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  for  this  Coontyr 
I  assure  you  Qentlemen  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sub-Lieu tenanti  ft 
this  County  in  Demanding  such  large  Sums  of  Money  from  tbi 
Distressed  Frontier  Inhabitants,  is  Contrary  to  my  Judgment,  k 
apprehend  contrary  to  the  intention  or  meaning  of  the  act,  for  laa 
fully  of  opinion  the  meaning  of  the  act,  was  to  call  for  two  Hen  oil 
of  a  Company,  where  there  is  a  Company  and  not  from  the  Cbw 
remaining  parts  of  Companies  that  are  assembled  in  small  PirtiM 
on  our  extended  Frontiers  who  for  oonsiderable  time  past  have  bees 
holding  their  weapons  with  the  one  Hand  and  Labouring  with  thi 
other,  &  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the  measures  that  have  been  adopted 
by  the  Sub-Lieutenants  of  this  County  are  porsned  to  their  U 
extent,  it  will  instead  of  Supporting  the  Frontiers,  be  a  mcani  rf 
effectually  breaking  them  up,  neither  do  I  see  any  method  of  redna 
but  by  Petitioning  our  House  of  Assembly,  These  Qentlemen  an 
my  sentiments,  and  I  am  sorry  so  far  from  having  an  Actual  flu' 
m  the  present  distressing  measures,  that  I  have  never  been  so  aofik 
OB  consulted  upon  the  matter,  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  Oentlemes, 
that  It  is  not  in  my  Power,  as  I  apprehend  to  give  you  relief  in  f 
Difficulties. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  with  respect 

Y'  most  Humble  Sert 
s    ,  ,  JOHNPIPEH. 

««Pt  1st,  1780,— A  true  Copy. 
V  James  MarUn  S.  Lift. 
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LiKUT.  Wjc  Scott  to  Y.  F.  Mooks,  1780. 

York,  September  let^  1780. 

Iraod.  your  fetter  of  the  14thy  nit.  by  GepUin  Maokey  and  has 
•e.doa  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  make  up  the  remainder  of 
^  ydaate^ra  bat  eondinK  home  the  Officers  and  putting  the  Men 
ft  the  Standing  armie,  has  so  altrmd.  the  People  that  we  Cannot 
iiy  engage  annother  man,  and  many  of  them  who  were  engaged 
m  Deserted.  I  have  prevailed  with  Oaptain  Armor  to  take  the 
PIM  of  what  we  oould  get  ready  and  send  them  with  him,  with  a 
Ijoi  their  names  encloaaed|  and  the  remainder  we'l  endavoor  to 
d  frith  the  Militia. 

Ubad  Conmiasioneda  Gaptun  and  an  Ensign  for  the  2d  Gompany 
9  bftva  left  their  aoots.  with  mo  to  bo  forwarded  to  Council ;  and 
nluined  home  ■  mooh  dissatisfied  with  the  disappointment  the 
tsm  of  the  first  Gompany  woud.  be  glad  to  know  who  is  to  pay 
is  their  monthly  wages  and  when  they  may  expect  to  reoeive  it. 
In  tlia  letom  of  Fariases  sent  off  yesterday  I  have  Omitod  near 
IBinnls  of  Flour  which  I  had  put  in  a  former  written  retumj 
aeot  of  its  not  being  Paid  for. 

[  have  sent  the  Bbink  Certificates  which  were  not  Issued  for 
Ida  and  Sheep  and  as  soon  as  the  Remainder  of  the  Sheep  are  sold 
I  the  aooompts  can  be  adjusted  will  send  a  State  of  the  whole, 
tlhjdso  sent. the  Arrangement  of  the  Militia  of  our  County  in 
hr  to  have  the  Commissions  for  the  Officers  who  have  been 
mea. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Honours  Obedient, 

Humble  Servt. 

WM.  SCOTT.* 

'vcfscfi 

to  the  Honourable  William  Moore  Esq'  Vice  President  in  Conn- 

P  Gapt  Armor. 


-  Capt.  Dennis  Leary  to  Y.  F.  Moore,  1780. 

Reading,  SeptF  Ist,  1780. 
think  it  my  Duty  to  inform  you  that  On  Sunday  lost  I  was 
■ed  with  an  account  of  an  attack  made  by  the  Indians  at  % 
ne  about  a  mile  from  my  Post  on  Schuylkill.     I   immediately 
dwd  thither  with  four  Mon  and  Buried  the  man  of  the  House 

*  Lieutenant  tf  Torii  Go. 
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and  two  Children  who  lay  dead,  and  a  little  Girl  having  been  e» 
riedoff  by  the  Indians,  The  Day  following  I  went  in  PmvitoftlM 
Enemy  with  ten  men  and  was  the  same  Day  joined  by  Capt  Biltj 
and  the  next  Day  by  Colonel  Lintemuth  with  about  50  men  betvees 
them,  With  these  we  have  sconred  the  Woods  'till  yestcidaj  nooa 
when  we  came  down  to  Reading. 

8inee  the  first  attack  a  House  ft  Bam  have  been  bnned  m 
little  Schuylkill,  ft  two  Horses  taken  a  little  Boy  Son  of  one  Bkor 
is  also  missing  since  Tuesday  last 

When  we  came  down  we  left  about  sixty  men  at  the  IMiBnil 
Settlements  for  whose  Subsistanoe  we  are  accountable. 

I  must  therefore  beg  the  assistance  of  Council  in  forwaiding  mJk 
Supplies  of  men  &  provisions  as  will  be  necessary  for  defendiag  tk 
post  where  we  are,  at  least,  if  not  the  rest  of  the  Frontier. 

There  is  still  a  matter  to  be  mentioned  which  seems  a  litde  aHfr 
ordinaiy.  On  Sunday  a  man  and  his  wife  came  to  join  us  it  At 
post  and  the  man  pretending  to  be  a  Carpenter  we  received  thca, 
a  few  Days  after  it  was  discovered  that  his  name  was  not  Joki 
Hamilton  (as  he  first  called  himself)  but  Niel  Tye  and  his  wife  Ml 
nie  a  message  desiring  I  would  take  Care  of  myself  as  he  was  deCo^ 
mined  to  scalp  ine,  On  this  I  had  them  bro't  to  Beading  where  tk* 
man  is  now  in  Ooal. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  Respect, 

your  very  humblo  Scrvt. 

DENNIS  LEAST. 

Capt.  of  Marines. 

Directed, 

To  the  Honble.  William  Moore  Esq'  Vice  president  of  Cond 
of  Penna.  Philadelphia. 

^  Express. 


Jambs  Searlb  to  P&es.  Rsbd,  17bO. 

Brest.  2*  Sept',  1780. 
BIy  Dear  Sir, 

This  is  one  of  several  flying  letters  I  address  to  you  which  I  tai 
to  the  different  Sea  ports  of  France,  in  hopes  one  at  least  maj  pt 
to  your  hands  &  inform  you  of  my  safe  arrival  at  this  place  Je8te^ 
day  after  a  tedious  &  very  Haiardous  passage  of  43  days.  I  Mtif 
fur  Paris  to-morrow  morning  from  whence  I  shall  have  the  honor  of 
writing  fully  to  your  Excellency. 

I  have  been  received  &  treated  with  the  utmost  politenefl  A 
attention  by  all  the  great  people  of  this  place. 

You  will  do  me  the  fiivour  to  send  immediately  by  Exprea^  i' 
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mrjf  Co  ftoquftiiit  mj  doar  Mrs.  Scarle  of  my  arrival,  &  of  mj 
ia  the  qoat  perfeot  hmlth  &  good  Spirits. 

I  am  with  every 

Sentiment  of  Respect  &  affection, 

Y'  ISzoellency's  moat  Obed* 

&  most  Hamblo  Servant, 

JAMES  SEABLE. 

|«Uie  Serriee. — J.  Searle. 

r  JBzoalleiioj  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 

Mivsd  Nantes  10  October,  1780,  ^d  forwarded  bj  Yoor 
tariqF^s  most  Obed'  Serv*, 

JOSHUA  JOHNSON. 


'   Col.  Sahl.  Milbs  to  Y.  P.  Moobe,  1780. 

Philad*,  Sep*  2*,  1780. 

lall  feel  a  happiness  in  being  able  to  comply  with  the  desires 
I  Hon^^  Council  at  any  time,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  acquaint 
that  it  is  the  Oppinion  of  the  Quarter  Master  Oeneral  that  I 
ti  eonsbtent  with  my  duty,  furnish  expresses  for  the  State. 
Jm  Business  concerned  tb%  Continent,  he  thinks,  to  prevent 
wm  in  Ace**,  it  would  be  best  for  the  Stato  to  employ  the 
pas  &  charge  the  ezpence. 

I  am  with  duo  respect. 

Your  Honor's  most  obed* 

&  most  Humble  Serv*, 

SAML.  MILES,  D.  Q.  M., 

for  Pennsylv*.* 

Hon'ble  William  Moore,  Esq',  Vice  President,  Pres*. 
*  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  498. 
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PfiES.   OF    COHOHSBS  TO  PrU.  RiBlK,  1T40. 

Ciroalar. 

Phtkdelpbiay  September  8,  IT 
Sir, 

Your  Ezoellenoy  will  reeeiye  herewith  eDcIosed  an  Aefcd 
greas  of  the  25  ulto.,  earnestly  recommending  to  the  aevenl 
to  take  the  most  speedy  &  efifectual  Means  in  their  Power  ti 
ing  in  their  respective  quotas  of  theOontiiiental  Bilk  of  4%| 
bo  destroyed  by  Tax  or  ezchapsing  for  them  new  Bills  emifl|| 
suant  to  the  resolution  of  the  l8th  of  March  last,  at  a  lato  ii 
than  forty  for  one,  that  the  whole  of  the  new  Billa  naj-kl^j 

Also  recommending  to  the  several  States  to  raise  bj  fim 
able  in  the  new  Bills  above  mentioned,  or  Specie,  their  nq 
QtiotiS  of  three  Million  of  Dollars,  agreeable  to  the  AppoHk 
of  the  7th  of  October,  1779,  and  pay  -the  same  in  to  the  Tmi 
the  Uoited  States  as  soon  as  possiblei  the  Payment  to  be  fiiD 
plcted  by  the  last  Day  of  December  next,  each  State  to  be  i 
Interest  from  the  Time  it  is  paid ;  to  be  hereafter  adjusted  ; 
ing  to  a  resolution  of  the  6th  of  October,  1779.* 

You  will  also  observe  by  this  Act  Provision  is  made  for  f^ 
of  the  Public  Debts  due  in  any  of  the  States,  in  the  Departin 
the  late  Quartermaster  Greene  &  Commissary  Wadswort^ 
the  present  Commissary  General  of  Purchases. 

Aud  in  Order  to  prevent  the  Possibili^  of  a  Depredaliim 
new  Bills,  it  is  earnestlv  recommended  to  the  several  Ststei 
issue  Bills  of  Credit  ror  a  Currency  on  any  account  whafei 
such  Manner  as  to  have  in  Circulation  a  greater  Amonnt  tkfl 
respective  Quotas  of  the  new  Bills. 

And  in  Order  that  Justioe  be  done  to  the  Creditona 
Uoited  States,  for  Supplies  furnished  the  Army  or  Transpc 
thereof.  Provision  is  made  by  this  Act  that  such  Creditors  fc 
the  Just  Value  of  their  Debts,  to  be  ascertained  in  the  1 
expressed  in  tho  Act;  and  all  Debts  due  to  the  United  Sli 
to  be  justly  paid  in  like  Manner.  ^ 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Senranti 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 

XTSBI 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 

*  See  Vol.  VII.,  p.  732,  and  Col.  Ecc,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  471 
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Pbsb.  ov  C0H6BBSS  TO  Pbis.  Besd,  1780. 

^       Gironlar. 

PhiladelphUy  September  S,  1780. 

iMr  Sxeelhnejr*  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  an  Act  of  Con- 
ii  of  the  25th  nitimo.  aaoertaining  the  rank  of  the  Ooremori  or 
JpAentB  of  the  aercral  Statea  whenever  they  shall  act  in  the  Field 
elker  ttt  in  Conjunetion  with  the  Continental  Arm j.  The  same 
i  Jm  been  heretofore  adopted  in  particular  Cases  as  just  &  neoes- 
fi  ft  hath  given  Satialkction.    It  is  now  deemed  expedient  to , 

Ethe  same  as  a  general  Rule,  which  it  is  supposed  will  meet 
Approbation  in  the  respective  States. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 

jonr  Excellency's  most  obedient  Scrvanty 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON, 

Ptosidcnt 

lii  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esqnire. 


Lt.  Col.  Booebt  Smith  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Chester  County,  September  4thy  1780. 

p 

Hm  partieular  Situation  of  This  County,  under  the  late  calls  of 
I  Militia  induces  me  to  lay  before  Council  the  following  state 
PWetfl.  and  to  request  their  advices  and  Instructions  iherson. — 
hn  Justices  at  their  Sessions  in  May  last,  Uatod  the  average 
M  ef  Common  Inboor  at  twenty  Dollars  per  Dav  as  the  Standard 
Militia  Fines  ;  This  I  was  Verbally  informed  of  by  the  presi- 
it  of  the  Court ;  But  no  oertifioate  under  their  Hands  and  seals  was 
sived.  According  to  This  Ilate  the  Fines  for  nonattendanoe  on 
«  of  Exercise  the  former  part  of  the  present  year  were  laid  }  «nd 
r  elasses  of  the  Militia  being  ordered  into  actual  Service,  were 
robed  Before  the  August  Sessions,  under  the  same  Ciroumstanoea. 
Ml  the  Militia's  being  Called  out  they  expressed  great  Dissatis- 
ion  at  their  Wages  being  lower  than  those  in  the  City  and  other 
tntiea ;  and  the  Court  at  their  August  Sessions,  Rated  Labour 
rhirtj  Dollars  per  Day  ^In  tho  Interim  Between  the  Marohing 

*  Sec  p.  619  and  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  471. 
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of  the  Militia  and  the  sitting  of  the  Court,  some  few  fine!  were  n- 
oeived  at  the  fbnner  Rate,  as  money  was  much  wanted  for  the  pupoii 
of  advancing  to  Those  who  marched;  and  it  is  now  Strong!  j  Contiofert- 
ed  whether  we  have  a  Right  to  Levy  the  advanced  priee  of  Libov 
upon  delJDqaents,  as  the  Slilitia  were  ordered  out  and  the  Knea  ii- 
curred  before  the  Sitting  of  the  Conrt. — It  u  likewiae  ContalU 
by  some  that  as  the  Militia  are  discharged  before   the  expiration  rf 
their  Two  months  ;  The  Fines  now  Collected  shonld  be  m  i»iop» 
tion  to  the  time  of  Service  given.   I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  Sliii 
these  Circumstances  and  would  Humbly  request  the  advice  aadLh 
structions  of  The  Honourable  Council  on  the  subject  both  with » 
spect  To  the  Fines  upon  Delinquents  and  the  Wages  of  those  wh 
have  marched  upon  tne  late  call,  in  order  that  we  may  procsed  ii 
'  a  res  alar  and  Uniform  line  of  Conduct  in  this  matter. 

The  paymaster  of  this  County  wou'd  be  glad  to  reoeive  lostm- 
tions  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  Militia  now  dischsmi 
whether  Seperate  Payrolls  of  their  Pay  &  Bounty  according  to  liw 
are  now  to  be  made  out  for  the  time  of  Service  given,  and  ptid  of, 
or  whether  what  thoy  have  received  remain  as  advanced  pay  until 
Their  Tour  of  Duty  is  Completed. — Any  Instructions  Sent  to  m 
on  the  Subject,  shall  be  immediately  Communicated  to  him. 

I  am  Sir  with  the  most  Siooere  Esteem 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

ROBERT  SMITR, 

Ii.    C*   vl* 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President. 


Col.  Danl.  Bbodhead  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Sept  5, 1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yesterday  the  Indians  killed  two  men  on  Robeson's  Run  lawU 
is  called  Yoghagania  County,  and  fired  at  two  Soldiers  who  wan 
going  to  Wheeling  in  a  Canoe,  one  of  them  is  wounded  but  bolk 
have  escaped. 

By  the  late  orders  of  the  Honble  Board  of  War  to  Mr.  Ohsrki 
Pettit,  I  find  that  the  Troops  here  are  to  be  supplied  by  the  Co» 
missioners  of  Pens*  &  Virginia,  on  this  side  the  mountains.  That 
is  but  one  appointed  by  the  Honble  Executive  Council  of  ?9t^ 
and  none  by  the  State  of  Virga.  that  I  have  heard  of.  The  Cos- 
raissioner  of  Westmoreland  informs  me  that  he  is  only  authorisei 
to  purchase  one  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  and  not  any  Meat. 

The  Troops  have  alternately  been  destitute  of  Bread  &  OMSt 
They  have  hitherto  been  reconciled,  box  it  is  reasonable  to  suppoM 
that  they  will  complain,  if  more  ample  provision  is  not  speedilj 
made  fur  them.     At  present  I  am  not  possessed  of  two  Days  allow- 
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•  tad  I  kftTo  bat  a  dull  proapeot  u  to  farther  ropplies.  I  have 
■'eoBpelled  to  hire  a  few  Horeea  to  send  to  the  Mills  bebw. 
Mr.  Steel  has  beeo  weak  eooagh  to  diaoharge  a  Brigade  of 
iea  whioh  were  loaded  with  Floor  for  oar  eoasamption,  irfker 
'  had  reached  old  Town. 

Ml  infenned  that  GoL  Clark  had  destrojed  two  of  the  Shaw- 
'Cowns,  killed  lix  men  and  one  woman  &  is  retamed  to  the 
I  ef  Ohio. 

■d  I  been  famished  with  Provisions^  the  savages  had  now  foil 
lanl  paniC|  bnt  I  have  nothins  in  my  power. 
Mpe  we  are  not  to  be  in  this  situation  much  longer,  as  the  time 
imi  that  winter  stores  shoald  be  pnrchased  for  oor  sabsistanoe ; 
I^rfneerely  wish  yonr  Excell^  may  interest  yourself  in  oar  fovor, 
■leas  something  is  speedily  done,  these  posts  whioh  are  of  the 
«l  importance,  must  be  evaooated,  and  the  Gonntry  will  of 
ia  be  deserted  or  as  some  have  hinted,  join  the  Bnemy. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect  I  have  the 

Honor  to  be  yonr  Excellencies  most  Obed.  Servt 

DANIEL  BSODHEAD. 

h  Eseell'  Jos.  Seed  Esq. 


Our.  Arthur  St.  Clair  to  Pres.  Rkbd,  1780. 

Camp  near  the  New  Bridge,  SeptP  6«^  1780. 

rar  fovonr  of  the  26^  ult*  was  delivered  to  me  four  or  five  Days 
tmC  a  Fever  with  whioh  I  was  ill  at  that  time  prevented  my 
verinff  it  sooner. 

sntirely  agree  with  yon  about  Colonell  Connor,  and  shoald  not 
forwarded  a  Recommendation  for  his  successor  had  I  not  been 
hi  to  believe  that  there  was  no  doubt  of  his  unhappy  Fate  and 
f«a  me  I'leasure  to  hear  that  it  is  still  doubtful  as  he  was  a 
M  aateemed  by  ail  his  acquaintance  and  allowed  to  be  a  very 
■rittg  oflicer.  Colonell  Harmar  is  very  for  from  pressiug  this 
ier,  neither,  I  am  certain  would  he  have  made  the  Application 
t  had  he  not  believed  the  Story  of  his  Death. 
'  Lytic  has  been  arrived  some  time  and  the  Stores  are  pretty 
J  dustributed.  I  shall  enclose  an  Account  of  the  Distribution 
'the  Time  to  which  the  Troops  are  supplyed  whioh  he  hu 
ised  to  furnish  mo  with  this  Momioff.  The  oflicers  and 
tes  are  very  sensible  of  the  attention  of  tho  State  to  their 
wtys,  and  are  grateful;  nor  do  I  see  the  least  Reason  to 
ibend  an  Interruption  of  the  Harmony  that  subsists  betwixt 
Ktil  and  Military.  If  any  attempts  have  been  made  to  interupt 
mj  have  certeinly  proved  abortive  and  must  have  been  very 
nucant  in   themselves  or   they  could  not  have  escaped   my 
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Notice  altogether,  as  tbey  have  done :  nnlesi  yan  reCer  to  mm 
ReportSi  that  the  Goanoii  woald  not  auffer  tbo  offieen  to  inliit  the 
Volunteen.  Saeh  Beporta  were  circulated  bat  with  no  other  Eisd 
than  to  prodnoe  a  fugitive  Sentiment  that  in  that  Inatance  khi| 
were  wrong. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  Bemonatranoe  of  the  General  offieen  ihoiU 
have  given  Umbrage  either  to  the  State  or  to  anj  Individual  in  khi 
Executive  or  Legislative  ;  but  more  especially  to  you  to  whom  thaf 
have  Bo  many  obligations.  I  am  sure  (I  can  say  for  myself  and 
believe  the  same  of  the  rest  of  the  General  officers,)  nothiog  in 
fitrther  from  their  Intention.  It  did  not  enter  into  their  Hcadi 
that  any  Member  of  Congress  eould  be  ignorant  of  what  any  Still 
had  done  in  a  Business  that  had  been  so  much  agitated,  in  thai 
however  they  were  wrong,  because  some  of  them  might  have  iseol- 
leetod  how  extremely  Ignorant  they  are  sometimes  of  what  thej  hiM 
themselves  done  in  Congress.  I  am  eensible  that  it  would  him 
been  better  to  have  signed  it  with  some  Qualification,  but  what  the 
State  had  done  was  by  no  means  forgot;  I  mentioned  it  parUcnlariji 
and  procured  the  Law  for  their  iuspection,  and  it  was  made  the 
Ground  Work  of  what  was  asked  for  the  army  at  large,  and  firoa 
the  late  Practice  of  Congress  referring  every  thing  they  wish  to  be 
done  to  the  respective  States,  it  was  not  expected  their  Reqaeits 
would  be  complied  with,  if  complied  with  at  all,  in  any  other  waj; 
and  the  Idea  of  perfect  Unanimity  was  held  up  as  necessary  to  gn 
their  application  the  more  Weight.  We  must  be  insensible  and 
ungrateud  to  a  great  Degree  if  we  did  not  acknowledge  the 
advantages  we  have  experienced  since  the  State  took  us  mon 
immediately  under  their  Care,  and  I  assure  you  we  have  no  iaeliin- 
tion  to  return  to  a  total  Dependance  upon  Congress— from  the 
Dcpendance  wo  have  on  the  State  we  have  felt  no  inoonveaieactf 
and  we  doubt  whether  our  being  removed  from  that  Dependasce 
would  render  Us  more  effectual. 

I  hope  the  Cloathing  yon  have  sent  for  may  arrive  in  saCetj  te 
whatever  Purpose  it  may  be  applied  whether  for  the  Gontioeot  it 
large,  or  the  Troops  of  the  State  in  particular;  however  I  trnit^ 
will  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  transfer  it  to  Congress,  nor  the  Pnrohaiei 
that  may  be  made  to  the  Eastward ;  for,  tho'  they  would  take  then 
very  readily  off  your  Hands,  provided  that  yon  do  not  ask  lo  he 
paid,  I  believe  you  will  get  at  least  as  much  Thanka  from  the  officoi 
&  Soldiers  who  will  certainly  want  them.  In  serious  Earnest  the; 
are  very  sensible  of  this  fresh  Instance  of  attention  to  their  Ncoe^ 
sitys.  I  am  very  glad  that  you  ordered  tho  Boots  back  to  Fhili- 
delphia,  as  they  are  intended  for  Part  of  the  next  distribution  an^ 
a  Kcgularity  in  the  Issues,  I  have  always  thought  with  job  a 
matter  of  Consequence  indeed  without  it  Troops  never  can  he 
properly  supplied,  and  consume  much  more  than  is  necessary,  ^o 
Deficiencies  of  Boots,  that  is  of  Boots  to  those  whoso  Duty  rcqnim 
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Aem  to  be  on  Honebrnk,  faM  be«ii  reportod  to  me,  bat  I  diall 
naka  the  Enqniryi  and  send  the  Retnrn  if  I  find  there  ere  any. 

Coloaell  Johnston,  Colonell  Humpton  and  Colonell  Hanpar,  are 
ping  to  Town  appointed  by  the  field  and  other  officers  to  wait  on 
ha  Assembly  on  the  Sabjeot  of  making  good  the  Bepreoiation, 
0eeable  to  a  late  Resolution  of  Congress,  reoommendiog  that 
Sinness  to  the  different  States,  I  wish  it  may  meet  your  Sentiments 
leoMiae  yon  can  ^?e  it  great  assistance,  I  think  it  a  Matter  both  of 
tight  and  of  Policy — ^They  do  not  expect  that  the  Difference  is  to 
16  paid  off  immediately  but  they  expect  it  will  bo  settled,  and  some 
iMOrances  given  them  of  Payment  in  a  short  Space,  to  this  they 
bave  a  Right,  but  it  is  certainly  good  Policy  to  give  the  Soldiery  an 
[nterest  in  the  Issne  of  the  Contest  which  by  making  them  public 
Creditors  you  do;  and  I  believe  it  would  be  a  means,  if  not  of 
irwenting  it  altogether,  of  rendering  Desertion  much  less  frequent 
lliui  it  has  been.  The  Eastern  States  had  done  this  previous  to  the 
Reeomraendation  of  Congress,  and  their  Troops  are  now  in  Posses- 
liM  of  OoTomment  Securities  payable  at  four  different  Terms,  and 
baaring  Interest.  I  hope  the  middle  States,  and  Pennsylvania  in 
pu^eniar,  which  have  always  got  the  Start  of  their  esstern  Brethren 
lb  matters  of  Oenerosity,  will  not  be  behind  Hand  with  thorn  in 
Hmtters  of  Jnstioe. 

Enclosed  is  a  Return  of  Capt.  Van  Hnrs  Corps  which  he  pro- 
iented  to  me  a  few  Days  ago  with  an  application  for  a  Proportion  of 
the  Stores ;  Although  this  Course  sppears  to  be  within  the  Provi- 
fian  of  the  Law,  as  I  had  no  Directions  about  them,  and  did  not 
know  if  the  Returns  required  had  been  made  to  Council,  I  declined 
ordering  them  to  be  supplied  at  this  Time,  but  promised  to  forward 
his  Return  and  take  their  Direction,  Will  yon  bo  pleased  Sir  to  lay 
it  before  them,  and  let  me  be  instmcted  against  the  Arrival  of 
another  Cargo.  I  believe  this  is  the  only  Corps  included  in  tho 
Quota  that  has  not  partook. 

The  Ennemy  seem  to  confine  themselves  intirely  to  the  Defensive. 
We  lately  foraged  the  Country  above  Bergen  in  a  very  insulting 
Bianner,  and  with  such  a  Disposition  of  our  Troops,  as  if  they  had 
offensive  Designs  must  have  been  a  very  great  Temptation,  tho'  to 
ba  sore  the  Passage  of  the  North  River  is  not  an  easy  operation,  I 
wish  their  seeming  listncssncss  may  not  proceed  horn  too  perfect  a 
knowledge  of  our  Situation.  We  are  starving^  and  unless  some- 
thinff  very  efficacious  for  the  supply  of  the  Army  is  done,  very 
ipeedily,  we  must  disband  or  turn  free  Booters,  an  evil  of  almost  as 
flmoh  magnitude  as  the  first.  Yon  have  much  Influence  with 
Members  of  Congress,  I  intreat  you  to  make  them  sensible  of  the 
Bisqne  to  which  they  are  exposing  their  Country,  and  of  the  double 
Tiaqne  to  which  they  expose  themselves  for  it  begins  to  be  m  pre» 
-▼ailing  Sentiment  both  in  the  Army  and  in  the  Country  that  a 
P^ty  among  them  have  been  bribed  to  draw  Things  into  Confusion. 
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When  tho  Reflentiiiciita  of  ft  People  are  Tooaed  their  Befenp  im 
not  always  extend  to  the  Ouilty  only. 

I  do  not  know  how  I  have  drawn  this  Letter  into  to  nneonidfli- 
able  a  Length,  I  beg  Pardon  for  it  and  beg  leave  to  Babmibi 
myaelfi  with  perfect  Esteem  and  Reepeot 

SiTj  yoor  Ezoellenoy'B 

most  obedient  Servant, 

Hf.  SK  GLAIK 
Directed^ 
His  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Beed|  Esquire. 


Genl.  Wm.  iRvniB  TO  Fbbs.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Gamp  Hackinsack,  Sep^  5th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Colonels  Johnston  Hampton  &  Harmar  are  gone  to  wait  on  tbe 
Council  &  assembly  respecting  the  depritiation  of  the  pay  of  tin 
Troops,  agreeable  to  a  kte  resolution  of  Congress,  I  believe  tbey 
oarry  with  them  Copies  of  plans  adopted  by  some  other  Statai-* 
Gould  there  be  any  assuranoes  given  for  the  Bounty,  almost  all  ov 
Volunteers  could  be  ingaged  for  the  War.  The  Officers  are  sfrtil 
to  promise  least  they  should  be  disappointed — tho  some  have  Tea- 
tured— If  the  fellows  are  not  taken  now,  when  their  term  of  senioi 
is  expired,  not  a  man  of  them  will  be  got.  ^ 

I  shall  be  glad  of  your  instructions  on  this  headj  or  at  least  jon 
opinion  how  far  tho  Officers  may  promise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  laVINB, 

Directed^ 
On  PubHck  Service, 
To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire. 


MONS.   HOLKER  TO  MoNS.  Lb   Ch.  DB  LA   LUZBRNB,  1780. 

Philadelphie,  le  6  7^.  1780. 
Monsieur  1 
J'ai  rhonneur  do  vous  envoycr  ci-jointe  la  lettre  que  Mr.  WilaoH 
m'6crit  au  sujet  des  mats  quo  jc  I'avais  d6termin6  b,  &ire  exploiter il 
haut  do  la  riviere  du  Skuylkill,  c'est  le  seul  endroit  du  continent  oft 
j'oi  pu  en  faire  couper  dans  les  dimensions  ccmvenables  aox  vaisseanx 
du  Koi,  et  ma  derni^  ressource :  J'v  oomptais  cependant  puisqns 
jamais  les  Indien^  no  s'^taient  approch^  do  cette  partie  do  la  Pen- 
3ylvanie  de  plus  de  cinquante  milles.  Yous  connaiss^s  TimpcHrtance  da 
ect  objet,  il  inti^Tcssc  si  fortcment  le  rcpos  dcs  Etats  uniS|  que  je  na 
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oote  pas  que  voas  ne  faasi^s  les  demarches  que  votre  sagesse  Tons 
ioten  ponr  fain  seconder  mcs  cflforts  ct  mcs  recherchea  dans  cette 
artie  da  serrioc  de  Sa  Majesty. 
Je  Bois  ayeo  respect, 

Monsicnr, 

Votre  trte  hnmble  et  tr6s 
oMissant  servitcar 

HOLKER.* 
Cei  objet  est  si  pressant  et  il  est  si  intdressant  de  pr^venir  lea 
uilhearB  qne  de  trop  ddlais  ponrroit  oocasionner,  que  j'esp^  qno 
km  Exoellenoe  youdra  bien  m'cxcuBcr  si  je  prends  la  libertd  de  lui 
ooommandor  oette  afiidro  de  la  manidre  la  plus  forte. 


(The  following  papers  accompany  the  foregoing.) 

James  Wilson  to  Mons.  IIolker,  1780. 

I  haye  this  Day  rccciyed  a  Letter  from  Captain  Leary,  the  Snper- 
atendant  of  the  Workmen  who  are  employed  in  cntting  Masts  up 
lehaylkill.  He  informs  me  that  a  Body  of  Tories  and  Indians  haye 
alely  made  an  Incursion  into  that  Neighborhood,  and  haye  killed  a 
Man  and  two  Children  within  a  Mile  of  the  Place  where  he  is 
itationod.  He  also  mentions,  that  he  has  been  frequently  told  that 
lie  Indians  intended  to  take  him  and'iiis  Party.  A  Detachment  of 
he  Militia  marched  to  that  part  of  the  Country.  They  haye  been 
^  to  secure  the  Masts  which  haye  been  cut  for  the  use  of  the 
Cing^s  Nayy.  The  Express,  who  came  with  Captain  Leary's  Letter 
alls  me  that  a  Number  of  yery  fine  Masts  are  cut  and  ready  to  bo 
anled  to  the  River.  Many  more  may  be  procured,  if  Proteotion  is 
Rbrded  to  the  Workmen.  It  is  easy  for  the  Sayages  to  render  tho 
lasts  useless  by  cuttiuii;  or  notching  them.  The  same  Force  that 
oold  protect  the  Workmen  will  also  protect  the  Inhabitants  of  that 
kri  or  the  Country.  I  know  no  other  Place  where  Masts  can  be 
id  without  requiring  larger  Guards  than  will  bo  necessary  at  the 
!aoe  where  Captain  Leary  is.  It  is  of  public  consequence  that  the 
«ttftfl  already  out  should  be  secured,  and  that  more  should  be  obtained. 

I  haye  not  the  least  Doubt  but  that  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
'  Frmnoe^  will  think  it  proper  to  apply,  on  this  Occasion  to  Con- 
^em  or  to  the  Supreme  Ezecutiye  Council  of  this  State  for  a  Force 
iffieient  to  accomplish  those  yaluable  Purposes.  I  beg  you  will 
leedily  make  the  necessary  Representation  to  his  Excellency  on  this 
nbject. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Esteem  Sir 

your  most  obed*  h'ble  Serv*, 

JAMES  WILSON. 

Phnad*,  4th  Scpl',  1780. 

Directed, — ^To  The  Honorable  John  Holker,  Esquire. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  488, 
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Jambs  Wilson  to  Mons.  Holeeb,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  Plaee  where  the  Workmen  are  employed  in  eatting  Htitiii 
on  Sohnylkill  near  the  Gap  of  the  second  Mountain,  and  aboat  thirtj 
five  Miiea  above  Reading  in  Berks  County.  It  is,  I  believe,  tk 
most  advantageous  Pass  for  covering  the  frontiers  of  that  F^of 
Pennsylvania.  A  guard  of  sixty  or  eighty  Men,  would  I  pnm^ 
be  suffioient  for  the  purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  very  hble.  Serv*, 

JAMES  WILSON. 
Philad-,  6th  Sep'.  1780. 

Directed^ 
To  The  Honourable  John  Holker^  Esquire. 


Admiraltt  to   P&bs.  Resd,  1780. 

Admiralty  Offioe^  7th  Sepiem%  IKO. 
Gentlemen : 

The  board  of  Admiralty  some  time  in  the  spring  of  the  wsiert 
year,  agreed  with  James  Wilson  Esqr.^  for  Masts  tor  the  Ntfjol 
the  tlnited  States,  to  be  out  up  the  Kiver  Schuylkill,  and  eoosealdl 
that  Captain  Leary  of  the  Marines  should  superintend  the  worinii 
who  were  to  be  employed  in  that  business.  On  the  4th  instsnt  tb 
board  received  a  letter  from  Cap*  Leaiy  dated  Reading  Sep'  l,  1780^ 
informing  them  that  he  was  intirely  interrupted  in  the  imporW 
business  they  were  pleased  to  direct  him  to  perform  near  the  bill 
Mountains,  by  the  inroads  &  depredations  of  the  Savages  in  thi 
part.  That  he  had  represented  these  matlers  to  the  Council  of  tUl 
State,  and  hoped  that  the  board  would  use  their  interest  with  thm 
as  well  that  the  defenceless  Inhabitants  of  the  Frontiers ^Uhtbi 
protected,  as  to  secure  those  parties  work  under  his  direction  m  tU 
part  of  the  Countsy. 

The  Board  are  informed  that  Masts  suitable  not  only  for  oor 
Ships,  but  for  those  of  our  illustrious  Ally  may  be  out  in  that  qiv- 
ter,  that  in  fact  a  number  of  very  ^u^  Masts  are  out,  and  ready  to  be 
hauled  to  the  river,  that  many  more  may  be  procured  if  protection 
should  be  aflfordcd  to  the  workmen.    The  same  force  that  vonU 

*  See  page  531. 
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oteet  the  workmen,  would  also  protect  the  InhabitantB  of  that  part 
the  CouDftryi  and  we  believe  that  there  is  no  other  place  where 
aiti  can  be  had  without  requiring  larger  guards  than  will  be 
Manary  at  the  place  where  Cap*  Loarj  is.  A  company  of  fifty  or 
zty  might  be  snflEioient  for  the  purpose. 

Sensible  of  the  importance  of  procuring  Masts  for  the  purposes 
io^^ed,  we  do  not  doubt  but  that  you  will  furnish  a  force  suffi- 
t^t  for  the  protection  of  the  workmen  employed  in  this  necessary 


We  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect 

your  obed'  Humble  Servants 

FKA.  LEWIS, 

by  order. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  supream  fizecutifo  Council. 


L  Li  Ghbvalibr  db  la  Luzerne  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Monsieur  I 

II  ya  environ  un  mois  qu'uno  compagnio  h  la  tl^te  do  laquello'est 
I^.  Wilson,  a  pris  des  cngagcmcuts  avcc  Mr.  Holker,  pour 
lUnir  k  la  marine  du  lloi  dcs  mati^res.  L'arriv^  des  forces  mari- 
lii  de  S.  M.  dans  ces  passages  rend  cette  ressource  bien  plus  prcs- 
Ktfl^  mais  malhoureusemcnt  Messieurs  les  convoy 4s  empiDchcnt  oe 
ttioaliec  de  tenir  oea  engagements,  permett6i  que  je  joigno  mcs 
BMidea  k  cellos  du  bureau  d'amiraut^  pour  vous  supplier  d'aocordcr 
I  ifvde  de  milice  pour  protdger  lea  travailleurs. 
Jjotfep  demande  est  ccpcudant  absolumcnt  subordonn^  aux  circon- 
IgosL  vous  dtca  plus  i  port6c  que  peraonno  do  juoer  si  T^tat  pout 
isoraer  sans  inconvenient,  jc  m'cn  remets  absolumcnt  h  ce  qu'il 
m  plaira  d'en  d^ider,  connaissant  trop  votre  patriotismo  pour 
ftsr  du  succds,  si  la  chose  est  possible. 

a  aaisis  avec  empressement  cette  occasion  do  vous  renouveller 
■entiments  d'attachement  et  do  respect  aveo  ksquels  j'ai  Phon- 
i*,  d'etre, 

Monsieur, 

Votre  tr^s  humble  et  tr^ 
^  ob^issant  servitcur 

LE  CH.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 


•  See  Col.  Rcc,  VuL  XIL,  p.  488. 
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David  Jackson  to  Pbbs.  Sesd,  1780. 

PhOft.  Sept  7tb|  1780. 
Sir, 

Application  in  made  to  me  for  payment  by  eiindry  persoittfb 
have  had  their  waggons  out  in  the  service  of  the  militia  on  the  kti 
tour  of  duty,  at  the  time  their  teams  were  hired,  there  was  no  expnn 
terms  agreed  on,  only  in  general,  that  they  were  to  receive  the  Gob* 
tinental  or  State  allowance  of  so  mnch  specie  ^  day  or  the  exchiogi 
the  owners  of  the  teams  give  me  to  undentand  they  expect  to  \m 
the  exchange  fixed  at  the  present  difference  between  hard  &  oonti' 
nental  money,  which  is  fluctuating  between  70  &  75  for  one.  Ai  I 
believe  this  is  not  the  mode  pursued  either  by  the  Continent  or  sU» 
in  fixing  the  exchange,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  the  Honb**  Couol 
for  their  direction  on  this  occasion  by  which  I  shall  implicitly  goiai 
myself  in  negociatiog  the  business. 

I  am  with  much  respect, 

Your  Excellencys  most  Obd't  Hble  servi 

DA.  JACKSON,  Q.  M.  G.  H.  P. 


PftES,  Bbed  to  Col.  Jacob  Moeqan,  1780. 

Sir, 

The  following  Answers  have  been  made  to  the  Queries  as  offcnl 
by  you,  viz. 

First,  Who  is  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  teams  called  out  by  orfr 
of  Council  ? 


Answer,  The  State  Quarter  Master  should  settle  the  Aeo^  ft  i 
has  not  money  to  pay  it  he  should  procure  an  order  which  the  M^ 
will  honour  by  this  means  it  will  go  into  Continental  Aoe.  wti 
ought  to  do. 

2d.  Question,  Are  they  to  be  continued  longer  in  Pay  thsa  Ai 
time  they  are  actually  employed  t 

Answer^  They  are  not. 

8d.  Question.  What  is  to  be  the  Pay  of  the  Chief  Waggon  Vmttf 
of  the  County  &  his  district  Waggon  Masters  who  assist  in  gettiig 
them  out? 

Answer,  County  Waggon  M~  to  have  20s.  ^  day  State  mon^or 
specie  Assist.  Waggon  M'  15  ^  day  like'  money. 

4.  What  is  to  be  the  pay  of  tho  Conductors  who  go  with  the 
Waggons  ? 

Answer.  They  receive  Pay  as  Assistant  Waggon  Masters. 
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6.  WhAt  is  to  be  the  pty  of  tbe  team  &  driyer  if  paid  in  CoDti- 
mtal  ft  at  wbafc  Biohange. 

Aiww.  The  Pay  is  fixed  at  80s.  ^  day  specie  ezebango  at  40  for 
M^  or  what  ia  the  same,  they  20s.  ^  day  ozchange  at  §0  for  one. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Obed.  Ilbble  Scr. 
tianed,  JOS.  REED. 

SsplF  V\  1780.    To  Colonel  Jacob  Morgan  Sen'  Lt.  of  B.  Co'y. 


MoNS.  noLKEB  TO  Fres.  Rebd,  1780. 

rhilad%  September  10<»,  1780. 
»r, 

I  was  daly  honored  by  yonr  letter  of  ye  5th  &  haying  learned 
faeethen  from  yonr  Excellency  that  the  complaints  made  respecting 
faSBode  of  importing  &  exporting  as  practised  by  French  vessels, 
Nn  principally  confined  to  the  Kings  store  ships  at  present  in  the 
vhmr.  I  have  examined  into  this  matter  k  find  that  there  has 
leaa  some  error  or  nnwillfull  obmission  from  a  want  of  a  proper 
oderstandinff.  I  cannot  perocive  any  reason  why  french  ships  in 
;sieral  should  not  con  forme  invariably  in  this  case,  to  the  laws, 
'iiitoms,  &  usages  of  the  port,  &  I  have  constantly  instructed  all 
'fench  Captains  to  this  purpose.  I  therefore  can  have  no  observation 
)  make  with  respect  to  the  regulation  wich  your  Excellency  may 
BSD  proper  to  propose  to'  the  assembly  for  the  general  will  fiire  or 
mding  to  establish  the  dignity  of  the  states  as  I  shall  in  all  cases 
tligiously  abide  by  its  decrees. 

I  have  informed  the  Commanders  of  her  Msjesty's  store  ships  in 
ia  harbour  by  my  letter  of  the  8*^  of  the  obligations  they  are  under 
making  an  exact  return  of  their  Cargo's  to  the  naval  officer  of  the 
It ;  I  cannot  imagine  they  will  make  difficulty  to  comply  therewith, 
E  write  this  day  to  doctor  Phile  in  order  to  let  him  know  the  steps 
laya  taken  on  this  occasion. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  your  Excellency  wishes  that  an  exact  return 
avid  be  made  to  the  naval  office  of  the  provisions  laden  on  board 
i  ships  Interessant  k  Marie  Francoisc ;  1  have  directed  M'  Turn- 

II  my  agent  in  this  city  to  declare  to  the  state  officer  they  are  laden 
ladinff  with  provisions  bclonffing  to  the  royale  Marine  for  her 
ijeaty  s  fleet  commanded  by  Monsieur  Le  Chev.  de'Temay,  now  at 
lode  Island,  were  they  are  to  proceed  by  the  first  safe  oportunity, 
t  least  any  objection  may  be  made  as  to  this  point,  I  have  the 
nor  of  inoloainff  to  your  Excellency,  an  exact  return  of  the  articles 
[pped  on  board  the  Interessant  &  what  now  exists  on  the  Marie 
•nooise  the  cargo  of  whioh  is  not  yet  compleated.  I  hope  this  will 
nOYa  all  species  of  uneasiness,  will  give  satisfaction  k  convince 
or  Excellency  k  Council,  that  I  sinoearly  mean  on  all  occasions  to 

what  is  proper. 

I  remain  with  dne  respect  k  esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  moat  obedient,  hamble  servant. 

HOLKlilR. 
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Copies  of  Letters  from  M.  Holkeb,  1780. 

ExTRAiT  BU  Co  PIE  DEs  Lettres  d«  BI*.  Holkbb,  Cobmh 

Q*S  DB  France. 


A  Mr.  Etheart  Oap»».  ") 

Comd^  la  flute  du  lloi   V   Philadolphie  Ic  8  T*".  1780. 
L'lnt^rcssant.  ) 

J'ai  rhonncur  de  voug  pr6veniT,  Mon^enr,  que  jc  viens  dc  piier 
Ics  oapitaines  des  flutes  du  Roi  de  vouloir  me  pr<x;urcr  IVtat  da 
cluirgcnicnt  qu'ils  avx>icDt  [t  bord  tant  au  comptc  du  Roi  qu  a  bil 
pour  les  particulicrs  lors  do  leur  arriv^  co  ce  port,  afin  de  imir 
a  Buppldor  b,  la  declaration  qu'ils  aurolcnt  dt  faire  en  arnTtat  a 
bureau  do  Taniirautu  de  ccttc  villc.  Cct  ^tat  m'ctant  demaa^ 
par  Mr.  Ic  President  da  Consoil  de  TEtat  do  PoDsjlvanifi  et  (Ua- 
rant  le  lui  cuToyer,  jc  vous  pric,  Monsieur,  do  vouloir  bicn  ordomt 
h  MM.  Retol  et  Gutho  do  me  fournir  cctte  piucc  le  plutot  posfiiUe; 
la  flute  I/Iutcrc3sant  so  trouvaut  dans  lo  cas  dca  deux  autrett, }«  von 
serai  oblig^  de  m'adresaer  ^galemcut  Tetat  d^taille  do  aa  carguHi 
telle  qu'ello  bo  comportuit  h  Totre  arriv6e. 

J'ai  rhonncur  eto. 


1 


Aux  Cap«*«.  Revol  et  GuYno, 
Comd*.  La  >[ario  Fcan^aiso  ct   }-    8  7*'«.  1780. 
Le  Liverpool. 

Tout  naviro  fran9ois  arriyant  dans  ce  port,  Messionrs,  dem^ 
fournir  la  decbiration  de  son  chargemcnt  au  bureau  dc  raminwtiifc 
pays,  et  lY>tat  ^tant  inform^  que  vous  n'cn  avcz  fait  aucune  k  tcM 
arriv6c,  lu  President  vient  dc  m'cn  6;rirc  et  me  prior  de  lui  prectrtr 
la  facturc  signoe  de  vous  dcs  marchaudisos  qui  compoaoicnt  jM' 
cargaison,  tant  au  compte  du  Roi  qu'a  fret  |>our  les  pariiciilieni 
cette  pi^e  etant  attcndu^  je  vous  serai  obligd  de  me  Tenvojer  ii 
plutot  possible. 

J'ai  etc. 


A  Mr.  ETnsART. 

9  7»~.  1780. 

'    Comme  je  ne  puis,  Monsienr,  aec6der  k  plusienrs  obBervatiou^ 
▼ous  me  faites  dans  votre  r^ponse  do  oe  jour  k  bul  lettre  d'hM^ 


eomme  je  vous  ai  pr^venu  qu'il  faudra  faire  la  dtelaration  des 
ohandises  cbarg6es  k  votre  bord,  et  qu'en  vous  la  demandaot  j'a 
voulu  vous  en  6viter  rembarras  en  la  faisant  faire  moi-m6me,  jemi 
r6itere  inaintcnant  quo  ccttc  dt^claration  est  ordonn^  par  lei  Ml 
de  Pcnsylvanie  ;  jc  dois  aussi  vons  ajouter  non  obstant  robtcmtios 
que  je  vooa  ai  faite  dans  Torigiae  quo  Tod  poonrntpeot-dtro  voos  <li»> 
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outer  de  cette  feniia1i€4  AnjoarcChui  qne  I'offioior  de  T^tat  et  lo 
DQtemement  rezigent,  jc  pcnse  quo  vous  dcv6s  vooa  y  «onformcr. 
0  nu  les  prdveoir  quo  jo  yoqs  en  aye  instrait,  que  jo  tous  ai  mande 
M  je  croyois  que  cette  formality  ne  devoit  Bounrir  aucune  diffioulU^ 
s  votre  part,  yfi  qn'il  no  pourroit  s'on  Buivro  aucun  inooDv6nicnt 
Mr  les  iDt^rvtfl  dn  Roi.  Apr^  ccla  yous  sanrci  micuz  quo  moi  oe 
le  T0U8  aurex  h  faire,  ainm  je  termine  en  yous  rcnoavcUant  I'asea- 
Qoe  des  Bentiiuena  ayce  lesqucls  j'ai  rhonneur  d'dtre  etc. 


I  DocnUB  Pbile.  10  7»"- 1780. 

In  Consequence  of  a  Letter  Rcceiyed  from  the  President  of  tho 
atai  I  bayo  Informed  tho  Cap"'  of  the  King's  store  ships  in  this 
irboar,  that  they  arc  under  the  obligation  by  tho  Laws  of  Pcnsyl- 
inia  tomake  an  Exact  Return  in  your  Office  of  tho  respective  Cargos 
F  Adr  ships  which  have  been  unladen  in  this  Port,  if  this  Formality 
H  not  Complied  with,  it  must  have  arisen  from  some  misundcr- 
uding  in  this  matter,  as  I  cannot  Discover  any  reason  why  the 
ipp  of  french  Ships,  on  their  arrival  hero  should  not  make  proper 
Btries  at  your  Office. 

I  am  &% 

.lfr.REVOL,Cap»*.Comd«.  I    H  7»r«  ijgo. 
Ia  Marie  Fran^aise.         J 

Tu  regu,  Monsieur,  la  Icltro  quo  yous  m^avcz  fait  Thonncur  de 
^ferire  ce  jour  en  rvponsc  h  la  micnnc  du  8  oourant.  II  est  bien  vray 
ill  n'y  a  point  de  votre  faute  si  vous  nc  yous  otes  pas  pW^nt^  k 
ttbsut^  lors  de  yotre  arriy6i}  piur  y  di^olaror  yotre  ohargoment. 
r'jMnsois  alors  qu'il  seroit  pcut  £tro  poasible  de  yous  ezempt^r  do 
Iks  flDfrma1it6;  mais  aujourd^hui  qu'elle  est  demand^;  je^crois  de 
(n  deyoir  de  la  fournir. 
J*ai  rhonneur  etc. 


pRES.  Reed  to  Capt.  Ethcart,  1780. 

In  Council,  Philad',  September  11th,  1780. 

!d  ■  answer  to  your  Favour  received  yesterday,  T  beg  Tjeave  to  ao- 
JDt  you  that  no  Person  can  have  a  higher  respect  for  the  Com- 
toton  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  than  the  President  k  Council 
Pennsylvania,  nor  should  wo  desire  any  Acknowledgment  to  this 
ta  inconsistent  with  tho  Duty  you  owe  to  her  Flag — But  this 
le  has  also  its  Rights  &  its  Laws  which  all  Persons  residing 
bin  its  Protection  arc  bound  to  respect  in  their  several  Capacities 
SfiitionB.    One  of  those  Laws  requires  that  all  MerchaniHio  im- 
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ported  into  ibis  State  shoBld  be  reported  at  the  Nayal  Ofin  unto 
certain  Penalties.  It  is  not  usual  for  Naval  Officers  bearing  aCoa- 
mission  to  receive  Oooda  into  their  Ships  on  Freight,  but  vhea  tkj 
do  they  are  certainly  to  that  Intent  &  for  that  Purpoae  to  be  m- 
aidered  as  Merchant  Vessels,  &  as  such  to  make  the  proper  Bepart. 
A  contrary  Practice  would  not  only  be  derogatory  to  the  HoDoar  k 
Interests  of  the  State  but  be  attended  with  many  bad  ConscqacaMi 
to  its  Commerce. 

As  I  presume  the  present  Omission  has  been  accidental,  I  etnoot 
impute  Blame  to  any  Person,  &  doubt  not  on  a  due  Gonsidentioft 
yon  will  comply  with  the  Laws  of  the  State  as  far  as  preaenK  Ci^ 
oumstances  will  admit 

I  am  Sir 

your  most  obed. 

&  very  Hbbl.  Serv. 

Directed^ 

To  Mons'  Ethcart,  Captain  of  the  Ship  L'Interesaant,  of  Ui  bo* 
Christian  Majesty. 


. 


Petition  of  Andrew  Long,  1780. 

To  The  honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  free-men  of  the  Gob- 
monwcalth  of  Pensy  in  General  Assembly,  met^ 

The  Petition  of  Andrew  Long,  humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  petitioner,  in  Virtue  of  an  Act  of  yonr  honorable  hoHi 
passed  the  Ninth  day  of  October  last,  had  the  honour  of  Im| 
appointed  a  Commissioner  of  the  County  of  Bucks  for  pnrohang 
Wheat  &o.— That  having  executed  his  orders  he  presumes  to  aji 
with  diligence  &  fidelity,  he  waited  on  the  Auditors  of  publio  aeooiala 
and  had  the  Mortification  to  find  the  allowance  made  for  hia  serrioM 
greatly  inadequate  to  his  trouble  and  ezpence.  He  woold  nol  be 
thought  to  reflect  on  the  Gentlemen  Auditors  whose  eeoonony  t 
attention  to  the  interest  of  the  State  ''demand  applause.''  Butbi 
conceives  with  submission,  that  in  his  Case  they  have  been  too  fU' 
simonious — For  to  say  Nothing  of  my  Ezpences  while  proeecutiag  t 
Settlement,  which  were  very  considerable,  the  offered  allowance  wtmld 
not  equal  my  travelling  ezpences  while  executing  the  Commissioii-r 
what  is  more  tis  not  half  the  sum  I  am  entitted  to  by  law.  By 
comparing  the  Law  under  which  I  acted  with  the  Papers  that  seioa- 

Eny  this  Petition,  the  Hble  House  may  perceive,  I  purchased  814 
krrels  of  Flour  for  which  the  Act  says  x  shall  "  receive  foor  M 
lars  ^  Barrel,"  no  part  of  which  is  allowed  in  the  settlement 

Accordingly,  as  I  had  rather  give  my  Services  to  the  Publick  kbtf 
accept  as  Compenf>ation  what  is  next  to  Nothing^  I  have  reimbane' 
the  whole  of  the  public  Money  remaining  in  my  hand  and  now  t^ 
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mi'tba  emdoT  ft  Jnstico  of  the  House,  pntjiiig  they  will  fake 
bfimiaoe  into  Gonmderation,  ft  grant  snob  relief  ad  they  in  tbeir 
MB  Judge  proper  and  yoor  petitioner  as  in  duty  bound  ahall 
*vmjf  &o. 

ANDREW  LONG 
iDduGo.i 
■per  12'^  1780. 
mwl — ^Petition  of  Andrew  Long,  To  The  Hble  Aaaembly. 


Board  of  War  to  Fres.  Reed. 

War  Office,  Sep.  12**,  1778.* 

In  Board  bavc  been  duly  bonourcd  with  your  Tie  iter  of  yesterday 
the  Subject  of  calling  out  the  Militia  of  this  State  in  the  Fron* 
I  to  Supply  the  riaccs  of  those  whose  Times  are  now  about  cxpi- 
;.  It  was  not  from  an  Inattention  to  the  Business  or  a  Want  of 
hation  to  suecour  the  Inhabitants  that  Council  have  not  been 
lered  in  tbeir  Enquiries  on  this  Head.  But  the  Board  wanted 
rmation  as  to  the  Necessity  of  a  farther  Draft  of  the  Numbers 
lilita  at  the  several  Posts.  They  do  not  conceive  in  this  advanced 
Km  that  great  Numbers  will  be  required  as  the  Indians  appear 
in  Small  Parties  ft  at  the  Fall  of  the  Leaf,  generally  retire  to 
r  Hunting  Grounds.  The  Authority  given  this  Board  too  by 
gma  was  not  to  form  a  permanent  Plan  of  Defence  for  the  Fron- 
I  tf  this  State  but  to  co-operate  with  Council  in  repelling  the 
■ion  which  then  threatened  it  which  was  a  military  Movement 
iling  intimately  the  general  Cause  ft  was  part  of  the  Enemy's 
nl  Plan  being  intended  as  a  Diversion  in  their  Favour  on  a 
lorition  that  their  grand  army  would  operate  in  this  State.  In 
Liffht  it  was  a  Continental  Object,  &  as  such  taken  up  by  Con- 
|>r4»«t  at  this  Time  when  the  Enemy  are  withdrawn  as  well 
.(tWr  pnnoipal  Force  as  the  auxiliary  one  which  invaded  tho 
ititHy  the  Board  are  not  clear  that  they  can  consistent  with  the 
ilBiity  given  them  continue  the  Militia  at  the  general  Expenea 
oat  oonsultiuff  Congress.  Nevertheless  they  beg  the  Favour  of 
Boil  to  give  them  every  necessary  Information  as  well  as  to  the 
adiency  of  continuing  the  Militia — the  Numbers  required  ft  the 
■  where  to  be  stationed,  &  on  Receipt  the  Board  will  immedi- 
f  take  every  justifiable  Measure. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect 

your  very  obed.  Serv* 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order, 
sneral  Hand  just  informs  the  Board  that  more  Mischief  was 

«  Tbis  letter  is  out  of  lis  place,  which  is  p.  746,  VoL  VL 
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done  bj  tbe  Indians  last  Year  in  the  Monihs  of  September  ft  Od^ 
bcr  than  at  any  other  Period — this  seems  to  prove  the  Neeanty «( 
being  prepared  at  this  Time  for  the  like  Condoct  in  the  SsfiM 
unless  the  Western  Expedition  shall  obligo  them  to  withdraw.  » 
closed  is  the  anthority  the  Board  received  from  Congress  on  lUek 
the  J  have  proceeded  in  thb  Business. 

Directed^ 

On  public  Service. 

The  Honble  George  Bryan,  Esqr.y  Vice  President 

War  Office. 


'<  Letter  from  John  Harris  to  Charles  Thompson. 

Read  in  Congress,  July  14, 1778. 

Referred  to.  the  board  of  war,  who  are  directed  inconjnnctioDvitk 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  Pensylvania,  to  take  the  aMt 
speedy  and  practical  measures  for  repelling  the  pre$ent  I'rrt^rfMRflf 
the  Indiana,  and  for  protecting  the  continental  magaxine  at  Ctrliilfl''' 

B.  PETERS' 

(Copy.) 

The  above  referenoe  was  not  oommnnioated  to  tbe  Supreme  BiiA- 
tivc  oonnoil  of  Pennsylvania  until  (ho  12th  day  of  September,  1778. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec> 


MoNS.  HoLKER  TO  Pres.  Bebd,  1780. 

M'  Holker  Presents  his  Respectful  Compliments  to  the  P^esiM 
of  the  State,  &  Requests  as  a  particular  favor,  to  be  inforarf 
whether  his  Excellency  &  Council  have  been  pleased  to  adopt  09 
measures  Resnecting  the  Mastsf  for  the  Royal  Navy,  now  Cila 
Cutting  at  or  r^ear  the  head  of  the  SohuylkilL 

Philadelphia,  y  12**  Sept',  1780. 

Direetedf 
His  Excellency  Josejph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  y*  State. 

*  See  Vol.  VI.,  pp.  674,  639,  &c. 
t  See  ptges  640,  548. 
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JoHH  Yankxmp  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Lower  Smithficld^  13»  Aprils  1780.'*' 
Mmred  S': 

iiUirmj  Last  to  yoa,  I  Haye  the  Disagreeable  News  to  inforin 
,  that  On  the  Eleventh  Instant  Emanuel  Gonsaile  Was  Snrprised 
bur  Indians  at  his  Hoase;  took  Himself  &  a  Serving  man  Pris- 
'i  Plondered  His  Hoase  &  Went  off;  the  rest  of  His  Family 
I  Present  being  Women  k  Children,  Not  Molested.  A  party  of 
;hbooTs  Kmediately  Oolleeted  &  marched  In  pursuit  of  thcm| 
jet  returned. 

I  am^  S%  In  Haste, 

Your  Hum.  Serv^ 

JOHN  VANKEMP. 

.  8. — Said  Gonsaile  Lived  On  the  Banks  DilawarC|  about  9 
9  above  my  house. 

}  His  Ezellcncy  Joseph  Kced,  Presidant  of  the  Supreme  Excc- 
\  Crouncilly  In  Philadelphia. 
ikvour  of  M'  Isaac  Munturo. 


GoDFRET  Lanctot  TO  Pres.  Beed,  1780. 

have  received  the  Letter  that  you  did  roe  The  Honour  to  Write, 
t  Dcplanteur.  I  nm  sorry  to  hear  the  scurclty  of  Provisions 
yon.  I  hope  that  my  wishes  may  be  accomplished,  that  at 
mt  you  may  have  sufficient  to  carry  on  an  Expedition,  which 
be  the  only  method  to  stop  the  Nations,  if  they  have  not  Faith, 
w  intirely  their  Confidence.  I  have  already  lost  a  party ;  (here 
nething  particular)  they  were  twelve  Days  coming  from  Cocho- 
p  and  the  Moravians  went  to  meet  M'  Dcplanteur  that  was  sick } 
Ciy  paid  by  the  English  have  stopt  mo,  and  I  dare  not  follow 
;  ia  great  Quantity  of  the  party  were  in  search  of  me,  and  would 
3aken  me  to  Detroit.  I  hid  mjself  till  the  party  had  sepcrated. 
BOderstand  the  English  is  a  going  to  send  one  Hundred  men  to 
Shawnesc,  to  build  a  Fort;  they  also  say,  that  a  party  of  a 
nnd  men  is  coming  to  attack  Fort  Mcintosh.  I  Imagine  they 
Bome  with  the  Savages. 

lave  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  most  Respectful!  attaohmenty 
Sir,  Tour  most  Humble  and  Obedient  Serv*, 

GODFREY  LANCTOT.* 
*  Sep',  1780. 

bave  sent  some  Belts  to  the  Shawnese  &  Blingoes,  &  they  woull 
nake  Peace. 

&n«f,-.Scpt.  13,1780. 

*  See  pa^o  18i. 
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PrB8.  Beed  to  Mb.  Holkbr,  1780. 

In  Council 

Philftd*.  September  ISth,  1780. 
Sir, 

1 1  duly  laid  iho  BapresenUtioo  reapeoting  the  MastB*  with  tbt  olhir 
Papers  aooompaoyiDg  it  before  the  Sapreme  fizooutiye  CoaMiL  il 
we  are  qaite  imacquaiDted  with  the  sabject  of  the  CireimiilaiMI 
of  the  Plaoe  &  Country  &  the  members  of  the  Anembly  for  tb 
County  of  Borks  are  now  in  Town  we  deemed  it  neoeasary  to  Meat 
Buch  information  from  them  as  their  Situation  would  enable  tbca 
to  give  and  consult  with  them  upon  the  most  effectual  &  proper 
measures.  As  soon  as  we  have  had  a  conference  with  theoni  I  will 
do  myself  the  honor  of  communicating  the  Result. 
And  am  Sir,  with  due  coosideration 

Your  Obed.  &  Very 

HhbL  SerrL 


Pres.  Reed  to  Board  op  War,  1780. 

Gontlemeni 

1  return  you  the  enclosed  Papers  from  Col.   Brodhead  with  tb 
thanks  of  the  Council  for  the  Perusal  of  them. 

Since  I  had  the  Honour  of  writing  yon  on  the  2nd  Augustf  we  km 
had  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Lyon  the  Commissioner  of  Purchases  of  Cifr 
berland  who  gives  us  assurances  of  his  utmost  industry  to  send  a  Mf 
ply  from  that  Quarter  to  Fort  Pitt.  By  the  arrangement  made  bytb 
Commander  in  Chief  it  would  appear  that  there  was  aDependaioefv 
Flesh  upon  some  other  State  as  the  following  is  the  supply  demanU 
for  Fort  Pitt. 

2,400  barrels  of  flour  7000  Gallons  of  Rum  one  hiindi«i 
and  fifty  Tons  of  hay  and  seyen  thousand  five  hundred  bosheb  ci 
Corn. 

We  have  been  unfortunate  with  Respect  to  Westmoreland  in  wbiA 
the  County  Fort  Pitt  now  lays  agreeable  to  the  new  Line.  Tbi 
Commissioners  we  appointed  declined  acting  but  gave  us  noioforsi^ 
tion  thereof  till  lately  when  another  was  appointed  who  is  instnctil 
and  we  hope  will  give  that  Post  all  the  Assistance  in  his  power. 

Finding  the  superintendance  of  those  Specific  Supplies  engroaal 
our  whole  Time  to  the  areai  Prejudice  of  other  publiek  Baane* 
wc  appointed  Col.  Jacob  Morgan  to  that  Office  who  will  on  all  oeii' 
sions  give  your  Hon.  Board  all  the  information  and  assistauoeii 
his  Power.  We  feel  very  sensibly  and  much  regret  the  many  dii- 
cultics  and  disappointments  which  occur  in  this  Business  and  which 
we  fear  will  multiply  if  hard  money  is  put  into  the  country  to  nab 

«  See  page  550.  t  ^^  PH"  ^^^- 


fKVNBTITANIA  ABCHIYES  1789.  668 

M  on  any  pnUiek  account     Such  is  the  thinit  and  Eager- 
proflnro  it|  that  all  other  Parohases  Beam  immediatelj  to 

mmifetee  of  Alterably  have  this  Day  been  in  Conference 
I  Council  on  a  memorial  from  the  Officer  Prisoners  on 
aland  repreeenting  very  great  Indigence  Diatreai  and  Diffi- 
The  Conference  was  i^jonmed  till  tomorrow  morning  in 
•  time  I  muai  beg  the  Favor  of  Tonr  Board  to  inform  me 
'iliere  is  any  pro&bility  of  a  speedy  Exchange  of  Prisoners 
■ly  competent  Continental  Support  will  be  afforded  them 
M  time. 

I  am  with  much  Respect  and  Begard  Gent. 

Your  most  Obed.  and  Very  Ilhbl.  Servt 

Ion.  the  Board  of  War. 

md  13th, 


Navt  Board  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

Navy  board,  mid"  diet. 

Philadelphia,  Sept'  14%  1780. 

United  States  ship  Saratoga  requires  an  addition  to  the 
r  of  Iron  ballast  now  on  board,  and  as  there  is  none  of  that 
a  the  continental  naval  store  we  are  constrained  to  apply 
mm  of  the  quantity  immediately  wanting,  in  part  of  twent^ 
I  by  this  board,  at  the  request  of  the  Council,  to  the  ship 
Oieen  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  state.  M'  Henry  informs 
ksva  a  quanty  of  pig  Iron  on  board  the  gallics,  and  as  this 
Nrar  the  purpose  wo  want  it  for  much  better  than  broken 
for  reasons  suggested  yesterday,  we  request  your  Ezeellency 
laml  will  fiivor  us  with  an  order  for  eignt  tons. 

We  are  your 

very  humble  servants, 

JOHN  WHARTON, 
JAMBS  RKAD, 
WILLIAM  WINDER.* 

Bxoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  president  of  the  State  of 
Ivania. 


See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  482. 
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BoABD  or  War  to  Prbs.  Risd,  1780. 

War  Office,  Septr  14, 178*. 
Sir, 

The  Board  haTe  been  honoured  with  yoar  Exeellencj's  Letter  if 
Testerday.*  We  are  very  happy  to  hear  that  Mr.  Lyon  is  ing 
hie  Endeavours  to  Beod  a  Supply  to  the  dietnas'd  Oarriaon  at  Fort 
Pitt|  which,  from  every  aecount  we  receive  must  be  in  a  lo; 
deplorable  Situation.  We  are  convinced  of  the  InclinatioM  ef  tb 
Ilonble.  Council  to  do  every  thing  in  their  Power  to  relieve  tb 
Distress  of  the  Troops.  We  regret  with  an  equal  Sensibility  emj 
Embarrasement  thrown  in  the  Way  of  making  Provision  for  tie 
Army,  but  have  no  direction  as  to  the  purchases  in  Specie  meotioi'i 
in  yuur  Excellency's  Jjctter.  By  an  account  we  have  lately  reeeived 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  we  perceive  that  Ptennsilvnit  ii 
called  on  «  for  166,835  Pounds  of  Beef,  5,000  Barrells  of  Floor, 
<'  225  Hhds.  of  Rum,  9,142  BushelU  of  Giain  ^  Month,  30,00011m. 
<<  of  Bacon,  2,500  Horses  k  250  Waggons  for  the  Campaign.— TIm 
«  Flour  &  Beef  to  be  transported  &  delivered  where  the  Comouif 
^<  Oen'  shall  direct ;  the  Bacon  to  be  divided  into  three  equal  Ftf* 
''  cells  Monthly  to  the  last  of  September,  to  be  transported  t  tf* 
'<  vered  aa  aforesaid. — ^The  Grain  to  be  delivered  where  the  Q.  JLG. 
'<  shall  direct." — In  a  former  Letter  we  received  from  your  EmIp 
lenoyf  it  appeared  that  the  Honble.  Council  were  of  Opinioa  tWi 
^he  Quantities  of  Articles  called  for  from  the  State  of  Pennsilfiiii 
were  more  than  could  be  furnished,  &  desiring  that,  as  the  additiflal 
Article  of  Beef  was  called  for,  some  Deduction  should  be  made  ii 
oth«r  Articles.  The  Board  not  being  intrusted  by  Congrea  vilk 
the  matter  had  not  Authority  to  make  the  Deduction,  k  thsfeta 
could  take  no  order  in  the  Business.  Your  Bxoellenoy^s  Letter « 
this  Subject  has  siuce  been  referred  to  us  (being  sent  by  ns  to  Gfli- 
gress)  to  make  a  Report ;  but  not  being  furnished  with  the  Tt^ 
ceedings  of  the  Committee  at  Camp  so  as  to  be  made  sufficiendj 
acquaiotcd  with  their  Views  &  general  Principles,  we  find  ounelfci 
embarrassed  in  forming  any  decisive  OpinioD.  But  aa  Part  of  tliii 
Beef  aud  Bacon  seems  to  have  been  designed  for  Fort  Pitt,  from  the 
Nature  of  the  Case,  we  submit  to  your  Excellency  ft  the  Honble. 
Council  whether,  let  the  final  Adjustment  be  what  it  may,  it  wooU 
not  be  best  under  the  present  Circumstances  to  order  a  Quantity  of 
Beef  ft  Baoon  to  Fort  Pitt  to  relieve  the  immediate  Diatraas  of  tk 
Garrison. 

We  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  the  Resolve  of  Congntf 
with  respect  to  the  Supply  of  the  Prisoners.  In  Consequence  of  thu 
Act  we  understand  Bills  have  been  for  some  time  past  put  into 
the  Hands  of  the  Loan  Officer  in  this  State  to  be  disposed  of  ftr 

*  See  page  652.  f  See  pp.  432,  408. 
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iv;  but  no  Money  hai  jet  boon  prodnoed  from  theae  BilLiy  ft 
Am  the  Board  hiiTe  it  not  in  their  Powe/to  give  the  leaei 
if  to  the  Prisoners  whoae  SafTerings  ft  Neeeseitiea  ire  very 
Had  we  been  enabled  so  to  do,  our  Intention  was  to  pay  up 
Boarding  of  the  OfiScers  at  two  Dollars  Specie  ^  Week,  &  to 
rii  every  Offioer  with  20  Guiueas — ft  if  we  received  only  so 
I  Money  as  to  comply  with  this  Plan  partially  our  advances 
1  be  probably  in  proportion  to  the  above  Idea.  We  have  no 
il  Notice  of  any  fizchaoge  or  any  Probability  of  its  being 
d  on.  We  have  heard  from  aome  Officers  who  came  out  on 
m  that  a  Meeting  was  talked  of  between  Generals  Lincoln  ft 
fion  the  Subjeot;  but  when  that  is  to  happen,  or  whether  an 
ii^ga  will  probably  be  produced  we  cannot  even  form  a  Con- 

We  have  the  Ilonor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  ft  Esteem 
Your  very  obed^  Servants, 

SICDARD  PETERS. 

By  Order. 
EtocZ, 

in  Excellency  President  Reed. 


In  Gongressi  Augoat  27|  1780. 
If«d/ 

isi  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  and  are  hereby  empowered  to 
t  Hiomaa  Smith,  Commissioner  of  the  Continental  loan  Office 
ha  State  of  Penusylvania,  to  sell,  under  their  direction,  for 
ie,  the  BilU  ordered  to  bo  drawn  on  the  Honble.  J.  Jay,  which 
irved  for  the   Prisoners  of  War  of  the  United  States, 


aling  to  Seventy-one  thonsand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
ie.  That  one  half  of  the  Specie  aforesaid  be  applied  under  the 
tion  of  the  Board  of  War  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  tho 
mers  of  War  iu  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
lat  the  other  half  of  tho  Specie  aforesaid  be  forwarded  under 
litection  of  the  Board  of  War  to  tho  Commissary  of  Prisoners 
a  middle  department  for  the  Supply  of  the  Prifioncra  at  New 
i. 

tut  the  Board  of  Treasury  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  to 
are  Bills  of  Exchanira  to  be  drawn  on  the  Honble.  Benjamin 
iklin,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  at 
ty  days  Sight  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
UTB  Specie,  the  amount  of  the  Estimate  from  the  Board  of  War ; 
inch  thereof  as  will  compleat  the  Estimate  of  the  Board  of  War 
)  »ld  for  Specie  and  forwarded  to  the  Commissaries  of  Prison- 
n  the  middle  and  Southern  Departments  under  the  same  rcgu- 
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ktions  ud  for  Uie  Mine  pnrpotes  m  dbrtwd,  iiii  UMmhitf 
the  150,000  doUite  to  replAoe  the  71,340  doUu*  seeened  ai  afa» 
•aid  for  the  0peoial  directioa  of  Congress. 

Extract  from  the  miDiite8| 

CHA^  THOUSONi  Se/j. 
Copj. 

Bksolutiohs  of  C0HQRB8B,  1760. 

In  CoDgreia,  SepiP  IS*^,  ITtt. 

Congress  took  into  eonnderation  the  report  of  the  Com*"  ob  ik 
Letter  of  the  20*^  Aug*  and  subsequent  letters  from  €ren'  Wukn^ 
ton,  Wbeieupon 

Resolved, 

That  for  the  supply  of  the  «rmy  the  States  of  New  HampiiDie, 
Alassachusetts  Bay  and  Connecticut  be  called  upon  to  funiish  wetUy 
one  thousand  head  of  Cattle  in  the  following  proportion  to  wit: 

New  Hampshire,  7G 

Massachusetts  Bay,      885 
Connecticut,  689 

1000 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolution  be  forwarded  Vf 
express  to  the  said  States  respectively,  and  that  the  Pr^ndflst  II 
his  lettor  urge  the  necessity  of  an  immediate  &  fall  eoiii|liPi 
therewith,  &  the  fiital  consequences  which  must  fiill  upon  the  ml 
in  case  of  fiulure  in  either. 

Besolved, 

That  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pensylyania  &  Delawait  k 
requested,  with  all  possible  dispatoh,  to  furnish  for  an  imsMMi 
supply  to  the  army  the  following  number  of  Cattle,  tis.  : 

New  Jersey,  275 

Pensylvaniai  1251 

Delaware.  580 

2066 

That  for  defraying  the  ezpence  of  forwarding  the  sud  cattb  to 
the  army  from  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  MassachosetU  BiJ 
and  Connecticut,  (for  a  weekly  supplv,)  warrante  be  dran 
monthly  upon  the  loan  offices  of  the  said  States  in  &vor  of  tk 
Commissary  general,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  in  ausej 
of  the  new  emissions,  viz. : 

On  the  loan  officer  of  the  Stoto  of  New  Hampshire  for  1,418}  dolK> 

Maasaohosetts  Bay,  7,186}  da 
Conneoticut,  5,(^}  do. 


rnmrwAmA  abchivss  itso.        sst 

bd  ibr  ckfrayiog  the  expenco  of  forwarding  for  an  immediate 
ply  the  oattle  mm  New  Jersey,  PeDBylyaaia  &  Delaware,  that 
nnta  be  drawn  npon  the  loan  offices  of  the  said  States  In  favour 
he  Commissary  general  for  the  following  sums  in  money  of  tho 
remission,  tii.  : 

the  loan  Offieer  of  the  said  State  of  New  Jersey  fbr  550  dollars. 

Pensylvania^      2919 
Delaware,  1236 

had  that  the  Commissary  senl.  be  authorised  in  ease  any  of  the 
1  Stales,  have  not  reeeived  their  money  of  the  new  emission  to 
j/tf  to  the  executive  of  the  said  States  who  are  requested  to 
HMS  him  upon  the  said  warrants  an  equivalent  in  other  money. 

Exttaot  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sco'y  * 

HxNBT  Wynkoop  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Northampton  Buck  County  16th  SeptF  1780. 

Cspi.  HoCalla  Commissary  of  purchases  for  this  County  oom- 
lisated  to  the  justices,  at  the  late  Quarter  sessions,  Your  Letter 
Urn  relating  to  the  supplies  of  wheat  and  flour  from  this  County 
I  eapressing  your  Ezeelleney's  ezpeotation  of  assistance  from  the 
iisasin  proonring  them,  Mr.  MeCall  also  requested  the  justices 
gooCa  the  quantity  upon  the  respective  Townahips,  I  am  directed 
leqiaiftft  your  Ezoellency  that  the  Credit  of  our  State  money  & 
]srti£kat68  is  heoome  so  bad  that  no  one  will  willingly  part  with 
^rsperty  for  either,  so  that  it  is  become  absolutely  ncoessary  if 
M  articles  must  be  had  from  this  County,  to  use  compulsive  means 
ibtain  them ;  those  the  justices  would  gladly  avoid  as  far  as  pos- 
B|  as  the  Assembly  is  now  sitting,  who,  they  doubt  not,  will  use 
r  utmost  efforts  towards  restoring  public  credit.  The  justices 
B  waived  for  the  present,  their  assistance  to  M'  M'Calla,  in  hopes 
;  something  may  be  done  by  the  Legislature  more  effectual  towards 
Vflring  those  publick  Exigencys,  than  any  thing  in  the  power  of 
Justices. 

Ihoold  your  Excellency  conceive  the  public  Necessitys  to  be  such 
an  not  possibly  admit  of  any  delay  in  this  County,  Your  Exoel- 
ry  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  the  same  by  Letter  to  me,  by 
ConiiUi  whom  I  have  requested  to  wait  upon  your  Excellency 
I  thia^ 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

very  Humble  Scrv*, 

HENRY  WYNKOOP.f 

lis  Bxeclleney  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  &e.  in  Philadelphia. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  484. 

t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  400. 
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Col.  Fred.  Watts  to  Pees.  Rbsd,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  EzcellcDcy  and  Conaoil  thaiUi 
of  the  frontiers  of  Northamberland,  and  Gamberland  ComlNl 
When  yon  pleased  to  order  three  Classes,  from  the  three  Batt^oa 
the  North  Side  of  the  Mouotain  ia  Cumberland  County,  to  di 
Fiontieri,  we  saw  the  Necessity  of  your  EzeelleDoiea  Orders  to  bi 
put  in  Immediate  Execution,  our  Brethren  being  amardering  aali 
Carrying  into  Captivity  by  the  Savages,  but  to  our  mortMcstwi 
when  the  men  were  jraadv  to  march,  there  was  no  Ammodlni 
upon  which  I  went  to  Carlisle  and  applied  to  the  Continental  Stoia^ 
but  could  get  none  from  them  without  an  Order  from  the  Boaidrf 
War,  at  the  Same  time  leting  me  know  that  there  was  not  a  bit  rf 
Lead  in  their  possession,  a  number  of  tho  Inhabitants  of  Nortk- 
umberland  County  being  about  to  Evacuate  their  County  if  Imaadh 
ate  relief  was  not  sent  them,  I  porchased  at  private  Sale  from  StiM 
a  Small  quantity  of  Lead,  only  sufficient  to  serve  the  uiaicM^ 

Sirty  of  one  Batt"  there  being  no  more  to  be  had ;  the  other  Twt 
att"*  were  coontermanded,  and  I  fear  the  consequeoce  will  W 
dreadful,  as  the  marching  party  has  such  an  extent  of  lirontisr  li 
Guard;  I  expected  that  Col.  Smith  Lieut,  of  Cumbd.  County  wotif 
have  been  here  before  now,  to  apply  upon  this  Extraordinaiy  ocjcatiflii 
Something  Surely  must  have  happened  him  or  he  would. 

Therefore  I  hope  your  Excellency  and  Council  will  take  the  ptcni- 
ses  into  your  consideration  and  direct  some  method  whereby  tb(M 
distressed  Inhabitants  may  have  the  means  of  defence  put  in  tUr 
hand. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  the  utmost  respect, 

and  Esteem  your  Excellencies, 

most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

FRBDK.  WAirrs, 

S.  Lieu'  Cumbd.  County  Pbilada.  Septr.  IGth,  1780. 
JDirecteilj 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  President  of  Council. 


CoL.  Dan.  BfiODHEAD  to  Pass.  Reed,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Sept.  16th  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  the  whole  of  this  Garrison  drew  out  to  my  qusrtSfSf 
the  Soldiers  were  led  by  Sergeants,  upon  being  asked  the  cause  of 
such  an  assembly,  the  Sergeants  answered,  that  they  came  to  rep- 
resent to  me  that  they  had  been  five  Days  without  Bread,  Thej 
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ihifed  welly  and  upon  being  told  thnt  their  officers  were  eanil 
Aran,  and  that  every  poanble  exertion  wumaking.to  lopply  their 
tally  they  immediately  returned  to  their  quarters.  We  haye  sinoe 
tuned  some  Bread  ft  Beefj  bni  it  is  with  much  difficulty  we  can 
Mvra  daily  supplies. 

I  ahoold  be  gUd  to  know  if  any  person  is  appointed  to  supply  us 
h  Beefy  Liquor,  ft  Salt,  and  who  it  isy  that  is  to  be  applied  to. 
intelligenoe  is  just  received  of  Seven  persona  being  killed,  ft 
m  on  ten  mile  Creeky  by  the  SavageSy  but  under  our  present 
amstaneeSy  I  have  not  provisions  to  furnish  a  party  for  pursuit. 
.  bare  inclosed  Mr.  Coopers  recruiting  aoo.  and  beg  you  will  bo 
■ad  to  order  foreward  the  money  due  on  that,  ft  late  Cap. 
isringen's.  Mr.  Boreman  will  bo  the  bearer  of  this  Letter  and  he 
.'proper  person  to  receive  it 

fa  little  hard  money  could  be  sent  to  this  side  Hills  for  the 
wvlinff  serviccy  I  flutter  myself  that  a  number  of  good  men  might 
rftiaedibr  my  Regt.  But  paper  money  is  too  plenty  amonest  tho 
ar  olass  of  people,  to  allure  them.     If  this  cannot  be  done,  I 

4  my  Regt.  will  have  an  equal  number  of  those  recruited  below, 
bh  might  be  sent  up,  under  Captn  Jno.  Finley  of  my  Kegt,  and 
rm  to  guard  up  the  Stores. 

.  have  often  applyed  to  the  Honble.  Board  of  War  for  somo 
ii  buty  have  received  none,  it  is  essentially  neccsrary  for  my 
iMBy  and  I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  your  Excellency  will  bo 
lied  to  order  some — to  be  forwarded. 

5  the  Friendship  of  the  Delaware  Indians  is  thought  to  be  valua- 
p  it  ia  time  that  goods  should  be  forwarded  to  clothe  them,  beforo 
iter,  otherwise  they  will  be  compelled  to  go  where  they  can  bo 
^ied. 

With  the  Sinoerest  respect 

ft  esteem  I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellency es  most  obed^  Serv*- 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Bii  Excelly.  Jos.  Reed  Esq'. 

Scpr.  17th. 

P.  S.  I  have  this  mcAnent  received  a  letter  from  Major  Lanctot, 
ia  written  in  French  and  I  have  inclosed  a  Copy  of  the  translation, 
m  bad  I  but  Men  ft  provisions,  I  might  do  something  to  gain  a 
nrely  but  in  my  present  circumstances,  it  is  probable  I  may  loose 
'  Beputatiouy  tor  what  shall  not  be  a  fault  in  me. 

D.  B.* 
*  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  498. 
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Pkbs.  ov  Congbxss  to  Pkb8.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Philadelpkim,  Septembei  16,  L78A. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  encloMd  an  Act  of  0» 
cress  of  the  15.  Insfanti  requesting  the  States  of  New  Hampilun, 
Massaohusetts  &  CoDncotieat  to  furnish  for  the  Army  one  thoond 
Head  of  Cattle  weekly,  which  will  supply  the  Army  from  the  tin 
they  begin  to  arriTe,  through  the  Campaign. 

But  in  the  mean  Time  to  supply  the  immediate  wants  of  tte 
Army,  Congress  find  themselves  compelled  torequest  the  Stile  <l 
Pennsylvania  to  furnbh  with  all  possible  Despatch  twelve  huidnl 
&  fifty  one  Beeves. 

Should  the  several  States  fully  comply  with  these  requisitkni^ 
the  Army  will  be  well  supplied  with  Meat,  but  should  tbej  iUl  tk 
most  fatal  Consequences  may  ensue. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hath  been  exceedingly  distressed  tt  fka 
Prospect  before  him  respecting  the  Supplies  of  Meat,  &  Coiifni 
have  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  their  Power  to  give  the  aeid* 
ful  relief. 

I  am  sensible  your  Excellency  is  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Dii* 
tresses  &  dangerous  Consequences  that  must  attend  a  itsrriig 
Array,  to  require  any  Motives  in  my  Power  to  express,  for  edJiog 
forth  every  necessary  Exertion  to  prevent  a  scene  so  calamitoos. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  re[4>ect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President* 

Ilis  Excellency  tho  President  of  Ponsylvania. 


Col.  Sam.  Rea  to  Prbs.  Rred,  1780. 

Northampton  County,  Sep^  17th,  1780. 

Gentlemen, 

We  cannot  but  with  concern  inform  you  of  the  Situation  of  tbe 
Frontier  of  this  County.  Having  had  Sdndry  alarms  &  sonU 
parties  of  the  Enemy  having  made  incursions  into  therenio^ 
parts  of  it  who  plundered  &  burnt  several  Houses  we  thoathiik 
our  indispensiblo  Duty  to  send  out  a  party  of  men  as^aoooit 
which  consisted  of  forty  one  men  part  Militia  k  part  of  the  Volia- 
teers  under  the  Command  of  L.  Moyer  the  second  L.  of  the  VoluDtecii 
of  this  County  to  make  such  Discoveries  as  they  could,  9xi 
examine  into  the  Reasons  why  a  Number  o^  Families  on  the  Eat- 
mies  Boarders  remain  on  their  Farms  without  Molestation  or  appr^ 
hension  and  give  us  information   of  the  same,  who  accordin^lj 

*  See  page  55C,  &Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  484. 
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ihid  ftom  CMMidAidmttea  (a  sinaU  old  HoimTiao  Town  Sita- 
.bohind  the  bine  Honntaina  on  the  west  Bmooh  of  Delawmre) 
1^  Eighth  Inst,  and  were  atiaeked  on  the  EleTentb  at  the  Nosqne- 
b^  a  partj  of  whitemen  &  Indiana  who  had  the  advantage  of  (he 
Im  on  our  men  whieh  obliged  them  to  retreat.  The  Enemioa 
TO  eannot  aaoertain  bnt  the  wonnded  &  miaaing  of  onra,  amount 
MiCjthree,  four  of  the  former  and  Nineteen  of  the  latter.  On 
llUenth  a  Number  of  Militia  &  Yolnnteeia  to  the  amount  of  one- 
liad  or  upwarda  marohed  with  a  Beaign  of  burying  the  Dead 
•king  auch  obaenrationa  aa  might  lead  to  a  Diaoovery  of  the 
ilea  Number  or  Deaign.  We  have  oalled  on  Our  Delinqnenta 
t^tbem  far  inferior  to  the  Number  neoeaaarj  for  the  Defence 
ilavUenaive  a  Frontier,  We  therefore  requeat  that  your  honour* 
bird  would  be  pleaaed  immediately  to  iaaue  your  order  for  oall- 
ma  elaaa  of  the  Militia  throughout  the  County  to  be  atationed 
no  Mentha  aa  a  Guard  on  the  Frontier  &  aa  we  are  nearly  Deati- 
aC  ammunition  pray  that  yon  would  be  pleaaed  to  fumiah  ua  with 
Iment  Quantity  for  that  Purpoae  at  leaat  four  or  five  hundred 
III  of  Powder  and  Lead  in  Proportion  for  which  we  will  be  ao- 
table.  The  first  Quantity  aent  up  waa  diatributed  among  the 
Her  inhabitanta  &  the  laat  given  to  Che  aeven  Mentha  men. 
cttow  not  what  immediate  Demand  there  may  be  for  ammuni- 
fc  would  be  grieved  ahould  a  requeat  therefor  be  made  with 
h  we  eould  not  comply.* 

We  are  Gentlemen  yonr8|  &o. 

SAMUEL  RBA,  ^ 

PETER  BUNKHALTEB,     [         Lieu^ 

JOHN  HAYS.  3 

»  Hia  Ezeellency  Joseph  Bead    Prea*.  and  the  honourable 
icil. 


6x27.  James  Pottsb  to  Fres.  Reed,  1780. 

Sunbnry,  Sept^  ISth,  1780. 

1  the  tenth  inatant  befor  I  arivcd  at  my  Hous  I  received  Infor- 
Mi  of  an  actact  been  maid  by  the  aavagea  and  British  anposed 
I  about  300  in  number  on  fort  Rice,  and  that  all  theaoldiers  and 
V  that  could  be  collected  wore  to  assemble  the  nizt  day,  at  this 
I  and  March  in  Quest  of  the  enemy  I  set  off  that  night  for  this 
»  op  my  coming  here  I  found  by  the  apeys  that  had  been  acnt 
hat  the  (fnemy  were  not  so  numberus  aa  at  firat  waa  apprehended 
then  Reported  them  to  be  about  one  Hundred.  1  IMscharged 
rollintiera  that  came  from  Cumberland  and  aa  soon  aa  we  could 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  486. 
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get  prdvisioiiB  which  was  the  nixt  morning  I  marehed  thaBeaunte 
ooDsisting  of  170  men  op  the  west  brench  to  fort  Swirts  I  then  wmI 
to  Col.  Kelley  who  lay  at  the  month  of  Whitdeer  Creek  with  88 
men  onr  aceounts  of  the  enem  jb  rout  seemed  unsertain  at  that  tuN 
we  concluded  to  Jovn  the  nixt  morning  and  to  proceed  along  tbi 
Moncey  Hill  towards  Hontingtown  Col.  Kelley  had  sent  out  tfam 
speys  the  day  before  np  the  west  Brench  who  were  not  Betnmed  w 
did  they  retam  that  night.  In  the  morning  CoL  Kelley  and  somirf 
his  officers  waited  on  me  and  Informed  ns  that  the  speys  wers  nl 
returned  end  they  were  convinced  that  they  were  either  killed  or  taki 
prisoners  it  was  thought  most  advisable  to  pmeeed  on  np  the  BnsA 
least  the  enemy  should  take  abont  and  fall  on  the  Inhabitanceof  Batkr 
Yalley  who  was  allmost  without  men  as  every  man  who  was  well  lUi 
to  bare  arms  had  turned  out  vollintiers  with  the  party  I  then  ordsrri 
Col.  Kelley  to  march  up  that  side  of  the  Brench  his  men  were  on  ni 
1  wold  go  up  the  other  side  when  we  got  np  to  Moncey  hill  KeUey 
speys  Beturned  and  assured  ns  that  the  enemy  had  not  gon  np  tk 
brench  I  then  sent  ordore  to  Col.  Kelley  to  Joyn  me  which  he  did 
Immediately  we  then  changed  our  rout  and  sett  off  for  Huntingtsn 
and  that  night  being  the  18th  after  night  an  express  was  sent  after 
UB  letine  us  know  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  Neighborhood  of  Middle 
Creek  the  nixt  morning  I  sent  Colonels  Kelley  and  Purdey  Back  with 
160  men  the  Vollmtere  of  Butler  and  Militia  under  Col.  Purdey  aad 
I  prosecdcd  on  with  the  Bemainder  110  Vollinteers  and  others  aid 
that  day  came  to  the  where  the  enemy  had  lodged  on  there  wij 
coming  down  and  returning  the  next  day  we  followed  them  in  bopei 
that  they  wold  halt  there  we  were  the  rather  inclined  to  beleve  aBthe 
enemy  had  killed  but  one  man  and  taken  one  prisoner  when  tbej 
attnctcd  fort  Bice  we  followed  there  tracts  Nearly  opesit  to  Wjonu 
and  found  they  were  so  far  gon  that  it  was  in  Vain  for  us  to  go  tDj 
furdcr  after  them  wo  Beturn  without  seeing  one  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  a  follcy  to  trouble  Councill  with  an  account  of  our  dimeD 
situation  on  the  frunteers  we  are  sensable  of  it  I  would  just  isfoni 
them  that  we  have  not  got  that  Belcfe  from  Cumberland  that  I  ex* 
pectcd  I  was  maid  to  Beleve  that  200  of  the  Cumberland  Constj 
Militia  would  come  to  this  county  when  in  Beality  there  is  but  two 
Com pancys  consisting  of  about  seventy  both,  Council  may  Beniember 
they  were  sending  two  companeys  to  this  pleace  untill  I  prevented  it 
by  tilling  them  that  I  was  informed  that  200  of  the  Cumherlaod 
Militia  were  gon,  as  the  Number  of  Militia  is  so  very  small  and  the 
enemy  seems  to  com  against  us  in  force  I  would  Bequest  it  as  a  f^fonr 
of  Councill  that  they  would  order  one  Class  of  the  Tork  Coantj 
Militia  Imedatly  to  this  pleace  and  the  other  two  Classes  agreeable 
to  the  Besolve  they  maid  when  1  was  last  with  them  this  1  thialc 
may  be  also  complyd  with  by  the  York  County  Militia  as  they  will 
be  dun  sowing  there  fall  Crops^  the  enemy  Burnt  and  destrojed 
every  thing  in  there  power  and  on  thero  way  going  the  sent  a  partj 
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and  Burnt  the  fort  and  IJuildings  at  furt  Jinkinos  whirh  had  been 
A?aJEgted  a  few  da^s  before  od  the  euQmjs  appecriDg  at  fort  liiee. 

I  am  with  Respect  j^our  EzceUeDcy 

Most  obedient  Humble  servant 

JAS.  POTTER. 

PS,  Since  I  wrote  the  above  I  am  informed  by'Cap'  Robeaon  that 
4  luge  boday  of  the  Enemy  crossed  the  Moncey  Hill  near  one  Evcses 
and  want  up  the  Moncey  Creek  so  that  it  is  leekly  that  the  Number 
tliat  was  down  amounted  to  near  800  men  there  Baggage  was  seen 
by  a  few  men  that  was  out  from  fort  Rice  before  thev  attacked  it 
which  discovery  prevented  the  fort  from  being  surprised  they  oarred 
of  a  larg  number  of  Cattle  and  Horses  with  them. 

J.  POTTER.* 

Public  Service. 
His  Ezcellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Honble 
executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
yf  favour  of  R.  Martin  Esq'. 


Hon.  John  Adams  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Duplicate. 

Amsterdam,  Sept'  20th,  1780. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency s  Letter  in  Council  of  the  tenth  of  July.f  I  had 
the  Honour  to  receive  three  days  ago. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  who  brought  this  Letter  is  now  at 
P^is.  If  I  should  hare  the  happiness  to  meet  him  either  there  or 
at  Amsterdam,  he  may  depend  upon  every  Civility  and  assistance  in 
my  Power,  both  from  a  Regard  to  his  own  Character  and  to  the 
Becommendation  of  your  Excellency  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Ezcellency  and  the  Council  of  my 
greatest  Respect,  and  that  if  at  any  time,  it  should  be  in  my  Power 
to  assist  their  Designs,  or  their  agents  or  Friends  in  Europe,  consis- 
tent with  the  Duties  of  the  Place  I  am  in,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  pleasure 
and  an  honour  to  do  it. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  grcatdbt  Respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient 

And  most  humble  servant. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  President  of  Pensylvania. 
Indoned, 

From  honble  John  Adams,  Esq. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  490,  492. 
t  See  page  899. 
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Lt.  Col«  Stephen  Ballibt  to  Pbbs.  Bexd,  1T80. 

Northampton  County,  Sepi'  20Ui,  1780. 

Sir, 

1  take  the  earlieat  oppertanity  to  acquaint  your  Ezcelency  of  tk 
Diatrissed  and  Dangerous  Situation  of  our  fronteer  InhabitaDta,  iii 
the  Misfortune  Happened  to  our  Volunteers  stationed  at  the  Gnafa 
Hutts. 

They  having  Rec'  Intelligence  that  a  Number  of  Disaffected  Penm 
lived  near  the  Susquehannah  at  a  place  called  the  Scotch  valley,  iho 
have  been  suspected  to  hold  up  a  correspondence  with  the  Induu, 
and  the  Tories  in  the  country.  They  sat  out  on  the  8^  loi*  for 
that  Place  to  see  whether  they  might  be  able  to  find  out  anything  of 
that  nature,  but  were  attacked  on  the  iOth  at  noon  about  8  auki 
from  that  settlement  by  a  large  Body  of  Indians  &  Torys  (u  one  bd 
Rid  hair,)  Supposed  by  some  forty  &  by  others  twice  that  ouakr 
they  totaly  Dispersed  our  People,  Twenty  two  out  of  forty  one  hsn 
since  come  in  several  of  whom  are  wounded. 

It  is  also  Reported  that  Lien*.  Jn*  Hoyer  bad  been  made  Prisoatf 
&  made  his  escape  from  them  again  &  Returned  at  Wyoming. 

On  the  first  notice  of  this  unfortuned  event  the  officers  of  dtt 
militia  have  Exerted  themselfs  to  get  Volunteers  out  of  their  Stf- 
pective  Divissions  to  go  up  &  Buirry  the  Dead,  their  Labour  Phmi 
not  in  Vain  we  collected  about  150  men  officers  Included  from  fa 
Colonels  Kern,  Gigcr  &  my  own  Batallions,  who  would  undergo  tte 
fatigue  &  Danger  to  go  their  &  pay  that  Respect  to  their  slaatocd 
Brethren,  Due  to  men  who  fell  in  support  of  the  freedom  of  tkir 
Country. 

On  the  15th  we  took  up  our  line  of  march  (want  of  anranatifli 
Prevented  us  from  going  Sooner)  on  the  17th  we  arrived  at  the  pitfi 
of  action,  where  we  found  Ten  of  our  Soldiers  Dead,  Scalped,  Stripei 
Naked,  &  in  a  most  cruel  &  Barborous  manner  Tomehawked,  tieif 
throads  Cut,  &o.  &c.  whom  we  Buiried  &  Returned  without  ent 
seeing  any  of  ihese  Black  alios,  &  Bloody  exeontora  of  Bnuk 
Tirany. 

I  can't  Conclute  without  observing  that  the  Colo's  Kern  of  the  V 
Battalion  &  Giger  of  the  6th  who  is  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  a^ 
Together  with  all  the  other  officers  and  men  have  encountered  theN 
High  &  many  Hills  &  mountains  with  the  greatest  satisfiu^ioD^ 
Dicipline  Imaginably,  and  their  Countenances  appeared  to  be  Eagtf 
to  engage  with  these  Tiranical  enemy's  who  are  employed  by  thi 
British  Court  and  aquipt  at  their  Expence,  as  appeared  by  a  aeff 
fussc  and  several  Gun  Barrels  &o.  Bent  &  broke  in  pieces  with  thi 
British  Stamp  thereon,  found  by  our  men. 

We  also  have  creat  Reason  to  beleve  that  several  of  the  lodiatf 
have  been  killed  by  our  men,  in  Particular  one  by  Col.  Kcm  ii  i& 


PKNN87LTANIA  AS0HITE8  1780.  666 

itttrkj  Capt.  Mo^erboth  of  whome  went  Yolanteeni  with  this 
fivtie.  Wa  Tawed  where  they  laid  they  fired  at  them  and  fonnd 
tte  griM  &  woede  Bimarkably  beat  down,  though  they  had  eairied 

So  I  eopelude  with  Remaining  yonr  Ezoellenoy'a 
»  moat  Humble  Bervent, 

STEPHEN  BALIJET. 
L«  Col-  !•*  B.  N.  C.  M. 
Mwlttf, 
lb  SsDeUenoy  Joseph  Reed|  Esq'  &o.  Philadelphia. 


%. 


Gov.  Ephraim  Blainb  to  Prbs.  Bsed,  1780. 

PhUad%  SI-"  September,  1780. 

SzoelleDoy  Creneral  Washington  has  order'd  me  to  lay  up 
thousand  Barrels  of  Salt  Provisions  in  this  City,  Easton  k 
iMi  Town^  and  One  thousand  Barrels  at  Carlisle — exolusiTO  of  the 
fvwe  SBall  parcels  ought  to  be  salted  up  where  Posts  are  Estab- 
ih'd  to  secure  the  Tr^ps  against  want  next  Winter  &  Spring — to 
ipwer  the  above  purpose  ten  thousand  Bushels  of  Salt  is  necessary 
id  will  be  immediately  wanting,  have  therefore  to  request  your 
sadleney  ft  Gonnoil  to  adopt  some  plan  for  proeuriDg  that  quan- 
^  and  give  directions  to  your  Agents  to  deliver  the  same  to  my 
raor. 

l  ahonld  wish  to  have  an  Opportunity  of  speaking  with  the  Coun- 
1  vnd  giving  them  my  Oppinion  respecting  small  Magasines  of  Salt 
kwviaions. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir^ 

Your  most  Ob^  ft 

Most  Hble  Sorvt., 

EPU.  BLAINE,  C.  O.  P. 

Bis  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
"^pnaylvanim 


Coil.  Dasisl  Bbodhbad  to  Cap.  Samuel  Bradt,  1780. 

Head  Q'*,  Fort  Pitt^  Sep.  21**,  1780. 

Ab  Honey  is  not  yet  sent  to  this  Department  to  pay  for  the 
'visions  necessary  to  subsist  the  Troops,  ft  they  have  already 
nflbred ;  And  as  our  endeavours  to  obtain  a  temporary  supply  fron^ 
be  Inhabitsnts  upon  the  credit  of  tbe  United  States  have  not  proved 
Kxstnal,  I  am  Instructed,  by  the  honble  Board  of  War,  prudently 
0  avail  myself  of  a  licence  given  by  the  honble  Executive  Council 
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of  the  Stftte  of  Pen*  in  the  words  folk) wing  tu.,  in  the  ncutini 
we  can  have  no  objection  to  the  using  necessary  Com|mlnon  ntker 
than  the  Troops  sboald  suffer,  I  sincerely  lament  the  necenitytf 
using  this  mode  of  supplying  the  Troops  nnder  my  oommand,!^  nk 
it  could  be  avoided,  but  I  hope  the  virtuous  Inhabitants  will  jodp 
rightly  of  the  measure  &  chearfnlly  submit  to  a  temporary  Compu- 
sion  for  to  gain  an  everlssting  Right  to  dispose  of  their  property  sol 
only  by  their  own  consent  in  the  Legislature  but  by  Indinatios  ■ 
Individuals. 

And  I  desire  yon  will  assure  them  that  I  have  just  xeaioo  tQ 
expect  they  will  be  generously  &  speedily  paid  tLe  full  value  ofsadi 
articles  of  Provisions  as  may  be  taken  for  supplying  the  Troopi 

An  Ast  Purchasing  Commissary  is  to  attend  yoa&  prsTiooBto 
your  making  use  of  Compulsory  means  you  are  to  make  the  h- 
habitants  acquainted  with  your  Instructions,  after  which  if  thej  ire 
of  ability  to  spare  Cattle  or  -sheep  to  the  Commissary  upon  poUii 
Credit  agreeable  to  the  terms  mentioned  in  his  Instmotions  t  ikall 
refuse  so  to  do,  then,  &  not  otherwise  you  will  proceed  to  taks  fim 
such  of  them  refusing  as  aforesaid  as  many  Cattle  &  sheep  si  tiNj 
can  spare  without  Injury  to  their  Families  &  further  enorsanni 
all  such  Cattle  &  Sheep  are  to  be  immediately  marked  for  the  Pi^ 
Ho  k  drove  to  some  Field,  to  bo  taken  in  a  convenient  part  of  thi 
Settrement  for  Collecting  &  herding  them,  until  a  sufficient  nvsbw 
be  collected  for  the  present  exigency.  For  all  which  you  sit  to 
pass  Receipts  agreeable  to  the  valuation  or  appraisement  <tf  tbeOoa- 
missary  &  one  reputable  Inhabitant,  which  you  will  cause  tQ  tl 
made.  You  are  to  acquaint  me  frequently  by  letter  of  your  sooMi 
inclosing  returns  of  the  Cattle  &  Sheep  taken,  and  prooond  kf 
consent. 

You  are  upon  no  pretence  to  take  Cattle  or  Sheep  from  the  poonr 
sort  of  Inhabitants  or  from  such  as  have  been  great  sufferers  dj  thk 
Enemy,  but  you  are  to  take  them  from  such  as  have  lived  mm 
secure. 

The  good  Inhabitants  are  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  Civili^ 
ft  you  shall  inflict  immediate  punishment  on  Soldiers  guil^  « 
Marauding  or  insulting  the  Inhabitants  who  conduct  themsilvBi 
inoffensively  towards  them. 

You  are  to  consider  these  Instructions  as  confined  to  those  Inbib* 
itants  only  who  have  uniformly  considered  themselves  as  Citysensiif 
Pen*,  as  the  licence  of  the  Ilonble  Executive  Council  canDOt  K 
present  be  understood  to  extend  to  such  as  in  the  unsettled  itoto 
of  the  boundaries  have  acknowledged  another  jurisdiction. 

I  wish  you  great  success  &  hope  you  will  be  enabled  to  obtahi  tk 
necessary  supplies  for  immediate  Consumption  by  agreemeit  k 
consent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac., 

DAN>  BRODHEAD, 

Col*  Command'g  W.  D* 

/>«iwfcrf.— Captn.  Sam»  Brady. 
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James  Lougdead  to  Pres.  Heed,  1780. 

Philad..  21  Sep*  1780. 
MijitPIeMeCoQiKsil, 

Moii^  it  Now  Wanted  to  Pay  Those  Melitia  off  who  have  servd 
Ann  Tower  of  Duty.  I  find  by  the  Lieu**  Receipts  of  yesterday, 
Aera  is  Pdd  into  Mr.  Snowdens  Office  £68,025  which  Coanoil  will 
kpieaa'd  to  give  order  for  to  Supply  the  emediate  Demand. 

I  haye  the  honour  to  be 

the  Councils  Ob'  Hum*  Scrt., 

JAMES  LOUQHEAD.* 
Directed, 

To  His  Ezcelency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  Council  of  the 
oommon  Welth  of  Pensylvania. 


Col.  Samuel  IIunter  to  Pbes.  Heed,  1780. 

Snnbury,  Sept'.  21-',  1780. 

Sir, 

We  were  alarmed  by  a  large  party  of  the  Enimy  making  their 
^peannee  in  our  County  on  the  6th  Inst,  they  came  first  to  a 
anall  Fort  that  Col.  Weltncrs  troops  had  Erected  on  the  Head 
Wal6T8  of  Chilisquako  called  Fort  Rice,  about  thirteen  miles  from 
Banbury,  which  I  ordered  to  be  garrisoned  by  twenty  of  our  militia 
irhen  the  German  Regiment  marched  of  the  Enimy  attacted  the 
Fort  about  Sundown  and  fired  yetj  smartly,  the  garrison  Returned 
the  fire  with  spirit,  which  made  them  withdraw  a  little  off,  and  in 
the  night  they  began  to  set  fire  to  a  number  of  Houses  and  Stacks 
of  Grain  which  they  consumed,  in  the  meantime  our  militia  had 
Collected  to  the  number  of  onellundred  men  under  the  Command 
of  Col.  Joiin  Kelly  who  marched  to  the  Relief  of  the  Qarrison, 
•nd  arrived  there  the  next  day,  the  people  in  the  Garrison  acquaint- 
ed Col.  Kelly  there  must  bo  two  Hundred  and  fifty  or  three  Hun- 
dred of  the  Enimy,  which  he  did  not  think  prudent  to  engage 
without  being  Reinforced,  the  confusion  this  put  the  inhabitants  in, 
it  was  not  Ea«y  to  collect  a  party  equal  to  fight  the  savages,  I  Ime- 
diately  sent  off  an  Express  to  Col.  Purdy  on  Juncato  whome  I  heard 
was  marching  to  the  Frontiers  of  Cumberland  County  with  the 
militia,  he  oame  as  Quick  as  Possible  to  our  assistance  with  one 
Hundred  and  ten  of  the  Militia,  and  about  Eighty  Volunteers, 
'irbich  was  no  small  Reinforcement  to  us.  General  Potter  just  com- 
ing home  from  Camp  at  this  Critical  time,  came  up  to  Sunbury  and 
took  the  Command  of  the  party  that  went  in  Quest  of  the  Enimy. 


»  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  480. 
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But  ProvioQS  to  his  marching,  discharged  the  Yolonteers^ulie 
Concluded  by  the  information  be  bad  ReoeiTed  from  spyes  V6  bid 
out,  that  the  Enimj  did  not  Exceed  one  Handred  and  fiftj,  tad 
that  they  had  wiUidrawn  from  the  Inhabitants  to  some  Bemote 
place,  General  Potter  However  marched  on  to  Mnnoy  Hill,  bit  w 
a  little  Baffled  by  the  information  he  had  of  their  Route,  aadfid 
not  oome  on  their  track  till  the  13th  and  followed  on  aboit  Ifty 
miles  up  fishing  creek  the  Road  the  Enimy  took  bat  finding  tbej  m 
got  too  far  a  h^  returned  here  the  17Ui  inst.  the  Enemy  got  bit 
one  Scalp  and  one  prisoner,  we  all  condaded  the  Enimy  had  gn 
off  but  on  the  18th  there  was  a  small  party  made  their  appeinm 
on  the  West  Branch  about  fourteen  miles  above  this,  they  bM 
one  man  and  Wounded  another,  and  killed  their  horses  they  had  in  tk 
Plow  which  plainly  shows  they  have  scattered  into  small  partji  ti 
Harras  the  inhabitants,  which  I  am  afraid  will  prevent  the  PMple 
from  getting  Crops  put  in  the  Ground  this  fall.  When  the  OeraM 
Regiment  marched  off  from  here  I  give  orders  to  the  Frontier  Coo- 
panys  to  embody  and  keep  one  fourth  of  the  men  constantly  Bmnh 
noitering,  after  garrissoning  Fort  Jenkins,  Fort  Rioe,  and  Foit 
Swarts,  with  twenty  men  in  Each  of  them,  this  was  the  oalj 
method  I  could  think  of  encouraging  the  people  as  we  were  left  to  m 
own  Exertions,  only  about  thirty  of  Capt  McCays  Compasyrf 
Volunteers  from  Cumberland  Countyi  untill  the  10th  Inat  thattfo 
Companys  of  Militia  came  here  from  the  same  County  in  the  wMi 
about  Eighty  men,  when  I  received  the  inteligenee  of  a  large  piiti 
of  savages  and  tories  comeins  against  Fort  Rioe  I  give  ordsnto 
Evacuate  Fort  Jenkins  as  I  did  not  look  uppon  it  to  be  tmnHii, 
which  is  since  burned  by  the  Enimy,  and  wonld  have  sharel  tb 
same  bad  the  men  stayed  there  on  sot.  of  the  Baildings  that  m 
adjoining  it,  the  Companys  I  had  given  orders  to  Emlrady  aad^ 
duty  for  one  month  their  time  is  now  out,  and  what  Militia  we  hm 
from  Cumberland  County  is  not  adiquit  to  grant  ns  the  ReUef  £i* 
peoted,  I  would  be  desirous  Council  would  gi?e  me  Orders  to  Gos- 
tinue  some  of  the  Companys  I  have  embodied  doing  duty  on 
month  longer  for  to  be  ingenious  I  never  see  times  wear  amM 
gloomy  aspect  since  our  glorious  strugle  for  libertj  than  thepi- 
aent. 

I  am  Sir  with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem 

Your  most  Obed.  &  Very  Hhble.  Servt 

SAM.  HUNTEB. 

P.  8.  Our  Volunteers  has  had  some  success  in  the  Scalping  way  oi 
the  28th  ult.  Lieu.  Jacob  Creamer,  William  Campbell  and  two  the 
name  of  Grove,  took  two  Scalps  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  milci^ 
from  here  on  ye  west  branch  of  Susquahana  as  yon  will  see  by  je 
Certificate.  S.  H. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq. 

«  8ee  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XH  p.  490. 
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Michael  Huffnaglb  to  Thos.  Scott,  1780. 

I.  Proctor  iDforms  me,  that  after  the  Oommittce  had  taken  into 
kratioD,  the  Petition  from  myself  k  the  Offioen  of  the  two 
mieay  that  the  said  Gommittoe  had  there  upon  agreed  that 
Mdd  have  the  aame  allowance  as  Officers  of  the  same  lUnk  in  the 
MDtal  Army— and  upon  a  second  Reading  of  this  Report  the 
i  have  Resolved  that  the  President  and  Oouncil  were  to  make 
A  allowance  as  would  be  a  compensation  for  our  trouble  and 
ae.  I  would  therefore  just  inform  jou,  that  my  time  of  ser- 
na  from  the  eleventh  of  February  1779  to  tly  first  of  July 
rinirwhichi  have  certified  by  the  Lieutenants  of  the  County, 
hnng  said  time  I  found  my  own  Horse  forage  and  Provisions, 

e  thirty  seven  Rations  &  three  Bushels  of  forage)  the  President 
ODoil  will  therefore  make  me  such  allowance  as  they  shall 
I  anffioient,  as  to  the  Captains  &  subalterns,  if  Council  should 
proper  to  make  them  the  same  allowance,  for  their  Recruiting 
lia,  of  Captain  Quthrey,  I  should  judge  the  same  to  be  a  euffi- 
Compensation — I  hope  Council  will  not  take  this  amiss  & 
laave  the  whole  to  their  consideration,  &  make  not  the  least 
^;of  having  a  sufficient  Compensation  allowed. 

lour  Hhblo.  Servt. 

MICH.  HUFFNAGLE.* 

Kn  Jacks  Company,     Captain  Stokcloys  Company, 
Uenant  1  Lieutenant 

biBign  1  En^ign 

Ttj  Uiree  Rank  &  file      Thirty  Rank  &  file. 

wd,—21  Sept.  1780. 
««/,— Thos.  Scott  Esq. 


Bbsolve  of  Obneral  Assbhblt,  1780. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly. 

Friday,  22*  Sept.  1780. 

of  The  Honorable  Congress  was  received  and  read, 

Bing,  <'  That  Congress  will  advance  one  third  of  the  sum  ne- 
rj'  for  the  purchase  of  one  thousand  Head  of  Cattlef  to  be  im- 
itdy  forwarded  to  the  Army  -" — Whereupon, 

lation, 

aolved,  That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  bo  requested  to 
^  that  one  thousand  Head  of  Cattle  be  immediately  purchased 
9  Gommissioners  of  this  State  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  Army, 
mm  advancing  one  third  of  the  price  thereof  agreeable  to  the 
lation  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes 

SAM'L  STERETT,  Ass*  Clerk. 

ol.  R«o.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  487.  t  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  488. 
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Resolutions  of  General  Assemblt,  1780. 

State  of  PennsjlTanU  In  General  Anembly. 

Satardajy  23«  September,  17M. 

The  Honse  ][|^ained  the  coDSideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Con* 
mittee  apon  the  Determinatioo  of  the  General  Assembly  of  ViriiBk 
respecting  the  disputed  Boundary,  and  having  maturely  oooaiuni 
the  same,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  as  follows,  vis. 

Resolved,  That,  although  the  conditions  annexed,  by  the  Legiria* 
turc  of  Virginia  to  the  Ratifications  of  the  boundary  line  agreed  ti 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia  on  the  thiitj 
first  day  of  August,  1779,  may  tend  to  countenance  some  unwinsa- 
table  claims,  which  may  be  made  under  the  State  of  VirgiQia,  ii 
consequence  of  pretended  purchases  or  settlements  pending  the  eoi- 
trovcrsy,  yet  this  State  determining  to  give  the  World  the  moH 
unequivocal  proof  of  their  earnest  desire  to  promote  peace  &  hamnif 
with  a  Sister  State  so  necessary  during  this  great  contest  agaimt  the 
Common  Enemy,  do  agree  to  the  conditions  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Virginia,  in  their  Resolves  of  the  twenty  third  of  June  last,*  to  vit 

'<  That  the  Agreement  made  on  the  81**  day  of  August,  17Z9, 
''  between  James  Madison  and  Robert  Andrews,  Commissiooen  far 
''  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  George  Bryan,  John  Ewiag 
*^  and  David  Rittenhouse,  Commisaiooers  for  the  Commonwealth  d 
''  Pennsylvania  be  ratified  and  finally  confirmed,  to  wit :  That  the 
''  line  commonly  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  line,  be  extended  die 
"  West  hve  degrees  of  longitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  River 
''  Delaware,  for  the  Southern  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  and  thil ' 
"  a  Meridian   drawn  from  the  Western  extremity  thereof  io  the 
''  Northern  limits  of  the  said  States  respectively,  be  the  Weeten 
''  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania  forever :  On  Condition  that  the  printe 
''  property  and  rights  of  all  persons  acquired  under,  founded  os,  or 
''  recognized  by  the  laws  of  either  country,  previous  to  the  date 
''  hereof  be  saved  and  confirmed  to  them,  although  they  should  he 
<<  found  to  fall  within  the  other,  and  that  in  the  decision  of  dispatee 
'^  thereon  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  elder  or  prior  right,  whieh 
'^  ever  of  the  said  States  the  same  shall  have  been  acquired  under, 
'*  such  persons  paying  within  whose  boundary  their  lands  shall  he 
*^  included,  the  same  purchase  or  consideration  money  which  vetU 
''  have  been  due  from  them  to  the  State  under  which  they  claimed 
'^  the  right,  and  where  any  such  purchase  or  consideration  mtmsj 

Bifed 


''  hath  since  the  declaration  of  American  Independenoe  been 
''  by  either  State  for  lands,  which^  according  to  the  before  msM 
**  Agreement  shall  fall  within  the  territory  of  the  other,  the  iaa# 
"  shall  be  reciprocally  refunded  and  repayed ;  and  that  the  Inhabi- 

*  See  pages  352, 363. 
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'  tante  of  the  Disputed  Teriiory  now  oeded  to  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 

*  TiDia,  shall  not,  before  the  first  dajr  of  December  in  the  present 
'  J«ar,  be  subjeot  to  the  payment  of  any  tax,  nor  at  any  time  to 

*  (he  payment  of  arrears  of  taxes  or  impositions  heretofore  laid  by 
«  cither  State."— 

And  We  do  hereby  accept  and  fally  ratify  the  said  recited  condi- 
ioD,  and  the  Boundary  Line  formed  thereupon. 

Sesolvedi  That  the  President  and  Council  of  this  State  be,  and 
ley  are  hereby  impowered  to  appoint  two  Commissioners  on  the 
irt  of  this  State,  in  conjunction  with  Commissioners  to  be  appointed 
r  tbe  State  of  Virginia,  to  extend  the  lino  commonly  called  Mason's 
id  Dixon's  Line,  five  Degrees  of  Longitude  from  Delaware  River, 
id  from  the  Western  termination  of  tho  Line  so  extended  to  run 
id  mark,  as  soon  as  may  be  a  Meridiun  Line  to  the  Ohio  River, 
e  remainder  of  that  Line  to  be  run  as  soon  as  the  President  and 
Nincil  taking  into  their  consideration  tho  dit^position  of  the  Indians, 
M  think  it  prudent.  And  the  President  and  Council  are  hereby 
ithorised  to  give  to  the  said  Commis&ioners  such  Instructions  in 
0  premises  as  they  shall  think  fit."** 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk. 

\dor9edf 

Resolntion  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylv*  concerning  the  Boundary 
la  between  Virginia  &  Pcuusylv*. 


MoNS.  IIoLKER  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  y"  23'',  September,  1780. 

r, 

As  I  shall  depart  in  a  few  days  for  Rhode  Inland,  &  as  I  learn 
Aft  the  Hon*  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State  are  soon  to  break 
^  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  from  your  Excellency  &  Council 
MDSwer  respecting  the  assistance  and  protection  which  the  Hon* 
I  Continental  navy  board,  his  Excellency  the  Minister  plenipoten- 
ry  &  myself  have  claimed,  in  order  to  procure  some  large  mastsf 
ii^t  tbe  heads  of  Schuylkill  for  the  use  of  the  Ships  of  the  con  ti- 
ll tal»  &  the  Royal  navy.  I  most  Earnestly  entreat  your  Excellency 
Oonncil,  to  remonstrate  if  necessary  on  this  subject,  to  the  general 
aembly,  so  as  some  measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  Safety  of  the 
rkmen,  which  I  am  informed  tbe  militia  and  inhabitants  of  the 
jaeent  country  are  ready  to  afford,  by  taking  post  at  one  of  the 
i3Ages  of  the  mountains,  as  it  will  Effectually  prevent  the  inroads  of 

•  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  470,  486. 
f  )See  pages  640,  550. 
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the  Inditm  on  their  planUtioiH.    I  hope  yovr  Exeelleii^  will  no- 
descend  to  favour  me  with  an  answer  on  this  Sobjeet  soasl  ju/ 
report  the  samo  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  maj^js  Bin! 
fbroea  in  Rhode  Island  on  my  arrival  there.^ 
I  Remain  with  the  highest  Sentiments 

of  Respect  ft  attachment 

Sir  Yonr  most  obedient 

mast  homble  servant 

HOLKKB. 
DirecUd, — His  Exoellenoy  Jos.  Reed^  Esq*.!  Presid^ 


Henrt  Wynkoop  to  Pbes.  Beed^  1780. 

Bucks  County,  23d  Sept.,  1780. 
Sir, 

Immediately  on  the  Receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  16th  IniLi 
measures  wore  taken  for  oonvoning  the  Justices  of  this  Countji  to 
whom  I  communicated  your  Letter,  And  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to 
inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Justices  have  quotaed  four  tbouiod 
Bushels  of  wheat  upon  the  different  Townships  to  be  delivered  into 
the  Mills  for  manufacturing  by  the  15th  of  October  next,  And  to 
remidy  the  ill  Credit  of  the  Money  they  have  appointed  a  good  Nia 
in  each  Township  who  will  call  upon  the  Inhabitants  to  induce  thea' 
to  k ring  in  their  proportion  and  also  to  make  return  to  the  PnrebMr 
of  those  who  refuse  ;  so  that  there  is  good  Cause  to  expect  firoB  tlN 
adoptioi^  of  this  mode  for  procuring  the  Supply  of  Flower  for  tbii 
County  the  Deficiencys  of  public  Credit  will  be  fully  remedied  bj 
the  Virtue  of  Individuals. 

The  Justices  beg  leave  to  remark  to  your  Excellency  that  tiiaie 
Men  appointed  in  the  Different  Townships  will  have  some  trouble  for 
which  it  is  reasonable  they  should  be  compensated,  would  therefon 
wish  Council  to  take  some  Order  for  that  purpose. 

The  Justices  also  conceive  that  the  prices  given  for  wheat,  ri^ 
10s.  is  not  proportionate  to  the  necessary  expences  of  the  Fanner, 
nor  equal  to  what  is  got  for  flower  in  Market,  the  Exchange  npti 
the  State  money  being  considerably  less  than  the  exchange  opei 
Specie,  and  as  the  supplies  arc  generally  procured  from  those  thst  m 
willing,  the  public  Burden  falls  heavy  upon  those  who  ought  letstto 
bear  them,  for  those  k  many  other  reasons  the  Justices  conceive  tiirt 
more  generous  prices  ought  to  be  given  for  the  present  supplies. 
I  am  in  behalf  of  the  Justices 

your  Excellencies 

most  Obedient  k  y^tj  Humble  Serv*, 

HENRY  WYNKOOP. 
Directetf, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Council  rf 
Pcnsylvania. 

«  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  488. 
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BoABO  OF  Wab  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1780. 

War  Offioe,  28d  Sopt  1780. 

The  board  have  preasing  calls  upon  them  for  a  larser  number  of 
aa  for  the  Boathern  army  than  thoy  can  at  present  lumish. 
Hie  A.  G.  Oen*  of  m^  stores  informs  them  that  he  can  have  re- 
nd in  six  weeks  three  thousand  stand — but  in  the  mean  time  the 
ateat  evils  may  be  experienced  in  the  southern  states  for  want  of 
fB.  In  this  exigency,  the  board  have  no  recourse  but  to  request 
yeor  Excellency  A  the  honble  Council,  a  loan  of  about  one  thou* 
ii  anna  &  accoutrements,  including  those  furnished  by  the  Conti- 
il  to  the  State  on  the  late  call  of  the  militia. 
rhe  board  are  induced  to  hope  that  there  will  be  no  inconvenience 
Am  State  in  lending  the  arms— as  from  the  present  posture  of 
tin  in  this  Quarter,  there  seems  to  be  but  little  probability  that 
J  will  be  wanted  for  the  militia  before  they  can  be  replaced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo 

with  the  highest  respect 

y  Excellency's  mo.  obed. 

Hble  serv., 

By  ord., 

BEN.  STODDERT, 

Seo'y. 


Rih  Bxoellenoy  President  Reed. 
Wmt>Offiee. 


\.:  m\ 


Petition  of  James  Rowan,  1780. 


fthe  Hon***  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Supreme  Exoct^ 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 

m  Petition  of  James  Rowan  Humbly  Sheweth, 

'Hint  your  petitioner  has  been  an  Inhabitant  of  the  District  of 
othwark  for  many  years  Pust  where  he  followed  the  Vendue 
iwness,  But  at  the  Commencement  of  the  Present  war  Voluntarily 
imed  out  in  Defence  of  his  Country,  and  Dureing  the  Enemies 
Mseaaion  of  this  Citty  was  serving  his  Country  in  the  High  places 
Hbe  field  (which  some  members  Of  this  Hon***  Board  Can  Testify) 
i^  left  his  wife  and  Helpless  Children,  with  all  his  worldl  v  Effects, 
'  the  mercy  of  the  Enemy,  who  stript  them  of  Every  things  and 
fcveing  no  trade  or  any  Visible  means  of  Supporting  himself  and 

Vol.  VIIL— 25 
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OrowiDg  family,  wonld  Hamblj  Bequest  this  Hon^  Bosid  to  ip* 
point  him  VcDdoe  Master  for  said  District^  your  PetitioDer  m 
leave  to  present  the  Inclosed  Petition  and  Reoomdation  fofin^ 
Present'd  to  the  Hon^  the  House  of  Assembly,  whidi  he  hops 
AVill  have  its  due  weight,  in  hopes  that  your  Hon^  Board  ill 
Grant  his  request  he  will  as  in  Duty  Bound,  ko.,  &e. 

JAMES  BOWM. 

Sept  26th^  1780. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  SUi 
of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly  met 

The  Petition  of  James  Rowan,  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Distriek  i 

South  wark. 

Most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  has  been  a  zealous  friend  to  the  Caoae  rf 
American  Freedom  sinoe  the  Commencement  of  the  Hostilitji  bi* 
twecn  Great  Britain  and  America,  in  which  Contest  be  has  not  oily 
taken  his  Tour  of  duty  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  this  State,  haiktt 
offer'  his  Services  Voluntarily  to  act  in  Different  Capacitys  wkcNB 
said  services  Cou'  be  Beneficial  in  the  Support  of  the  LibertysefUi 
Country,  the  fact  of  which  he  Refers  to  some  of  the  worthy  «i 
Honorable  members  of  this  assembly. 

The  prayer  of  your  petitioner  is  therefore  that  from  tht  atiM 
Circumstances  and  the  Necessitous  Situation  of  a  young  &  Groiiif 
Family,  your  Honors  wou'  please  to  Grant  him  a  Licence  or  HhM 
to  Keep  a  publick  Vendue  for  the  Distriek  of  Southwark,  in  ww 
Capacity  he  has  already  acted  for  several  years,  with  Honesty  Iitcf* 
rety  he  thinks,  &  the  Approbation  of  his  friends  in  General,  (t 
therefore  Humbly  prays  your  Honors  will  take  hia  Sitoatkm  iaH 
Consideration,  and  shou'  you  think  him  worthy  of  auch  ao  ip* 
pointment  he  will  be  for  ever  in  duty  bound  to  your  Hononfcr 
So  Doing. 

JAMES  ROWAN. 

November  80th,  1778. 

We  the  subscribers  being  well  acquainted  with  the  within  Vmi 
James  Rowan,  wou'  therefore  Recomend  him  to  your  Nolke  ii 
being  a  worthy  Citisen  &  good  friend  to  his  Country,  &  Shoo'  Ji* 
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wortby  of  Granting  his  tUqaest  we  havo  not  the  least 
ef  hia  merating  it. 

Wm.  Hall, 
Peter  Thompson, 
Frederick  Kahl, 
Wm.  West,  Janr., 
Francis  Oarney, 
Robert  Hunter, 
John  Kyre, 
Uenj'  Eyre, 
I'etcr  Brown  y 
Paine  Newman, 
William  I  lodge, 
Andrew  Hod^rci 
Jacob  Bright, 
John  Hall  Cooper. 


t  Alleaon, 
I  Skinner, 
Bmitb, 
e  Dnffield, 
A  Moore, 
I  Little, 
18  Casdorp, 
1  Snowden, 
i.  Smith, 
t  Gather, 
m  Hardy, 
Howell, 
Kddle, 


Christian  Wurtz  to  Hon.  Wm.  Moore,  1780. 

Lancaster,  September  27%  1780. 

m  to  inform  yon  that  since  my  return  from  Philadelphia, 
kis  been  many  Persons  with  me  offering  Beef  Cattle  for  Sale, 
present  use ;  should  their  be  occasion  for  purchasing,  I  think 
erable  Numbers  might  be  procured  in  this  County  for  conti- 
!  Honey,  at  a  reasonable  rate.  The  second  Crops  of  Hay  & 
un  proving  so  very  bad,  on  Ace*  of  the  dry  Season,  compels 
Farmers  to  dispose  of  part  of  their  Stock.  Should  these  pur- 
•  oooie  under  our  Department,  would  be  extremely  obliged  to 
I  inform  me  thereof. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be 


fed. 


y  moot  obd.  &  H.  Sorvt, 

CHRISTIAN  WUUTZ,  C.  P.  L.  C. 


I.Hon.  William  Moore,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 


Board  op  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780, 

War  Office,  Sept  27, 1780. 

I  Southern  Army  are  exceedingly  distressed  for  Want  of  Tents. 
kiard  are  informed  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  have  a  Num- 
hich  might  probably  be  spared  to  the  United  States.  We  beg 
ow  of  the  Honble.  Council  whether  we  can  have  about  two 
«d,  or  a  larger  quantity  if  they  oan  be  spared,  and  on  what 
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Temis— The  Botrd  will  either  repfause  them,  when  eaabM  to  to  do 
oat  of  the  public  Stock,  or  reoomffleod  to  Congrees  Measues  foe 
payment  of  their  Value  to  the  Sute — ^We  request  a  speedy  Aanrar, 
aa  the  Occasion  is  pressing,  and  hope  it  may  be  oonvenieot  for  Cosi- 
cil  to  comply  with  our  request  If  the  Interposition  of  Coegfoi 
should  be  deemed  by  your  Honourable  Board  necessaryi  we  will  lib 
Instant  Measures  for  obtaining  it. 

Wo  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Servaiits. 

RICHARD  PBTEB8, 

By  oidflr. 
On  the  publio  Service  of  the  United  StatM. 
Honble.  William  Moore,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  the  Hoobk.      j 
Sup.  Ex.  Council  of  Pennsilvania. 

(War  Office.) 


Gov.  Wii.  LiviNQBioNTO  Pres.  Bssd,  1780. 

Trenton,  20^  Sep»,  1780. 
Gentlemen : 

At  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislature  at  this  place,  we  fband  kni 
certain  M'  Juel*  professing  himself  to  be  an  Officer  in  the  BritiA 
Army,  and  to  have  deserted  from  it  to  offer  his  Serviee  to  tkM 
United  States.  He  has  not  hitherto  (perhaps  for  want  of  Oppor* 
tunity)  given  such  proof  of  the  rectitude  of  his  IntentioDi  m  w 
could  wish  to  have,  previous  to  our  placing  any  Confidence  ia  tki 
Professions  of  a  Gentleman  so  peculiarly  ciroumstanoed — ^Treatoi  ii 
deemed  a  very  improper  place,  especially  durins  the  sitting  of  ibe 
Legislature,  for  the  residence  of  any  person  of  dubious  Ghaneter. 
Nor,  indeed,  can  any  place  in  this  State,  considering  its  ezteot  rf 
frontier  and  Promizity  to  the  Enemy,  k  the  Opportunity  tbesM 
resulting  for  maintaining  a  Correspondence  with  them  (should  be 
be  so  disposed)  be  thought  a  proper  Abode  for  soeh  doubtful  Chi^ 
aoters.  I  have  therefore,  by  the  Advice  of  Council,  sent  bim  to 
your  Board,  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  interior  part  of  the  Coootij, 
where  he  cannot,  with  equal  probability  of  Suocess,  carry  into  Exe- 
cution any  pernicious  designs  (if  such  ho  has)  against  the  Liberties 
of  this  Country. 

I  am,  &c., 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

Honble.  the  Board  of  War. 

Copy. 

*  CoL  Ree.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  496, 
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ttSKT  FoRsnH  TO  CoL.  EpHRAiH  Blaiks,  1780. 

Frederickburg,  September  29|  1780. 
3oI.| 

ii9  just  Time  to  write  yon  a  short  Letter,  by  Col.  Finnie — be 
Ment  yoQ  with  my  Book  of  Retarns,  which  containe  Copies  of 
I  Betums  of  parohsses  which  have  been  made  me  while  aotine 
the  Direction  of  Col.  Wadsworth  ft  yourself;  likewise,  general 
a  A  Aooo*  ourrcDt  for  eaeh.  Yon  find  those  since  1**  March 
latter  End  of  the  Book.  Balance  of  Acoo*  in  my  faTonr, 
BB7-7-4y  V..Cnrr'y.  Besides  this  Snm,  I  shall  have  further 
:  made  by  M'  Tate  for  Convention  Troops,  and  Col.  Hendricks 
sh,  which  I  expect  will  amount  to  near  £100,000— this  I  shall 
viih  me  in  a  few  days. 

lought  it  necessary  to  forward  my  Returns,  that  you  may  pro- 
nmediately  a  Warrant  on  the  State  of  Virginia  for  the  Balance 
greater  part  of  the  Sum  is  already  rec'  from  Sheriflb  and  Col- 
I  of  Taxes — and  the  Auditors  next  Month  will  move  ajninst 
for  Settlement;  and  they  have  nothing  to  show  but  my  Drafts 
\  T^easnryi  which  will  be  denied  Credit,  unless  you  procure  me 
Tant  to  cover  them. 

linclosed  Letter  from  the  Executive  will  point  out  to  you  the 
!et  I  have  of  Supplying  the  Convention  Troops  with  Bread ; 

rBUt  There,  who  has  lately  resigned,  is  indebted  to  the  People 
00,000  £ ;  &  until  that  Sum  is  p'  I  have  no  hopes  of  getting 
for  two  pence  in  that  Quarter. 

I  above  Letter  will  show  you  that  it  is  not  in  my  Power  to  send 
Seef  to  Philad* — indeed,  I  do  not  think  they  can  feed  the  Con- 
n  Troops  with  Beef  till  January,  on  their  present  plan — when 
Man  has  it  in  his  power  to  get  what  Sum  for  his  Cattle  he 

•i 

r  Situation  in  this  Quarter  is  disagreeable ;  the  purchasing  Sea- 
ming on,  &  no  preparations  can  be  made — ^I  even  cannot  engage 
c  Barrel. 

Your  very  hble.  Serv*, 

ROBT.  FORSYTH,  D.  C-  0.  P. 

Copy. 


Oek.  Wabhington  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  Ist  Oct  1780. 
Sir, 

m  under  the  necessity  of  laying  before  voihr  Exoelleney,  the 

of  a  representation  made  to  me  yesterday,  by  the  Comm^. 

nd  of  Issues,  on  the  Subject  of  Flour.    The   xepnsentatioB 

10  fally  and  truly  into  our  present  Situation  and  pruspecls^  that 
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I  shall  only  refer  your  Ezoellenoy  to  it,  and  tbeii  intretl  yoa  to  a- 
ert  yoar  authority  and  iDflaenee,  with  the  Agents  and  all  otben  eoa- 
ocmed^  in  procuring  and  forwarding  a  Supply  to  Trenton  withoil 
delay. 

Of  470  Barrels  which  were  in  the  Magazine  at  West  poiii^  I 
have  been  unavoidably  obliged  to  draw  down  300  to  this  Army,bf 
whieh|  that  valuable  Post  may  be  endangered,  should  the  Eooqr 
endeavour  to  attain  by  force,  what  they  attempted  to  gain  by  tmeh- 
ery  ;  but  in  which  they  have  been  so  providentially  disappoiotei. 

I  most  siooerely  oondole  with  your  Ezoellenoy  on  the  lossof  jwr 
amiable  Lady.     The  news  of  that  melancholy  event  was  impvtad 
to  me  by  the  minister  of  France  on  my  journey  from  Harford. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respeet  & 

Esteem  Y'.  Exoellenoy's  most  obt  and  Hhble.  Serrt. 

G%  WASHINGTON. 


Head  Quarters,  Tappan,  30th  Sept  1780. 
Sir, 

The  quantity  of  Flour  in  the  Magasine  at  Camp  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  Brigade  Commissaries  will  only  supply  the  troops  ftr 
tomorrow.  By  letters  from  Philadelphia  of  the  26^  instant  isd 
from  Trenton  of  the  27*^  from  my  Deputies,  am  informed  that  tbnt 
was  none  on  hand  at  those  places,  so  that  the  two  hundred  Bamli 
ordered  from  West  point  is  all  the  Flour  that  we  are  now  sme  ft 
I  am  therefore  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  Tov 
Bxcellency  that  unless  uncommon  diligence  is  used  in  getting  tkt 
article  from  Pennsylvania  or  New  York  at  the  end  of  three  daji^ 
the  Army  will  be  again  without  Bread. 

I  am  most  respectfully  Your  Excellency's, 

most  obt.  Serrt. 

CHAS.  STBWABT, 
Copy,  Comm.  General  Issaea 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington. 


Gek.  Wm.  Irvine  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

West  point,  October  1»*,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  was  ordered  here  with  my  Brigade  on  the  alarm  that  was  ooeip 
sioned  by  Arnolds  Villainous  business. 

I  made  a  rapid  march  and  found  the  place  on  my  arrival  ii  t 
most  miserable  situation  in  every  respect — 1800  Militia  had  bees  •& 
the  Post,  but  wetb  obie'fly  Detached  on  various  pretences,  those  who 
remained  had  no  post  assigned  them,  nor  knew  nor  had  a  single  o^ 
der  what  to  do.  I  have  not  heard  from  Head  Quarters  to  day^— M 
I  have  leasoa  to  believe  major  Andre  k  Smith  rnUsi  be  Hnngi 
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Mr.  Ljtle  being  Idle  here  &  the  stores  long  since  exhausted,  & 
nppoBing  Mr.  Farmer  to  have  another  supply  ready  by  this  timc;  I 
have  ordered  him  to  Philadelphia  for  them.  Neither  officers  nor 
man  have  had  more  than  two  months  pay  for  nine  months  past, 
ftUi  being  the  ease  it  is  easy  to  judge  how  necessary  the  stores  are 
ihi  their  ezistanoe.  I  should  not  have  taken  on  myself  however  to 
■sod  Hr.  Lytle  as  I  do  not  Command  the  Line,  "but  he  being  of 
pij  Brigade  &  we  Detached  not  knowing  when  we  shall  rejoin,  much 
tiae  might  be  spent,  before  General  St  Clair  could  give  him  orders 
bendea  we  find  from  experience  that  Mr.  Farmer  very  seldom  thinks 
of  Parehasing  a  aingle  article  untill  he  actually  goes  down.  Tho' 
I  hope  this  is  not  now  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Dear  Sir,  Tour 

Excellenoys  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

Wm.  IRVINE. 

His  Excellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esqmre. 

BoAED  ov  War  to  V.  P.  Moorb,  1780. 

War  Office,  Oct'  8«,  1780. 

The  Board  have  the  Honour  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from 
Got.  Livingston  on  the  subject  of  Cap*  Joel,*  whose  case  is  therein 
Mk  fnrlh.  On  his  deserting  from  the  Enemy  he  was  sent  as  a  pri- 
WMer  by  the  Com'  in  Chief,  who  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  the 
Viriotost  Inquiry  into  the  Matter,  as  Mr.  Joel's  Circumstances  k 
Aeeoont  of  himself  were  singular.  After  his  being  kept  in  Custody 
•ft  Philadelphia  for  some  time  the  General  desired  we  would  give 
Olden  for  his  Discharge  under  strict  Injunctions  not  to  go  near  the 
J^mj,  This  was  accordingly  done,  &  thereafter  we  conceived  Mr. 
Joel  to  be  no  longer  amenable  to  any  Authority  we  might  possess 
when  he  was  considered  as  a  military  Prisoner.  We  suppose  him 
to  be  aoeoontable  only  to  the  Government  of  the  State  in  which  he 
happens  to  be,  ft  therefore  have  directed  the  Officer  who  has  him 
m  Charge  to  deliver  him  where  your  Honble.  Board  shall  direct,  or 
set  him  at  Liberty  if  it  should  be  the  Opinion  of  Council  that  it  ia 

proper. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 
with  great  Respect 

your  very  obed  Serv*", 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 
Direeiedj 
On  public  Service. 

Honble.  William  Moore,  Esq',  Vice  President  of  the  Sup.  Ex. 
Cooncil  of  Pennsilvania. 
(War  Office.) 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  494,  499,  and  p.  57C  of  this  Vol. 
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Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Rebi>,  1780. 

War  Office,  OctoF  5*,  1790. 

Sir, 

The  board  have  been  again  called  upon  for  a  aapply  of  Armi  fir 
the  Boathem  Slates,  and  are  again  nnder  the  necearitj  of  tioalGig 
your  Excellency  &  the  honble.  Ooancil  on  the  Subject— They  hire 
not  yet  been  favored  with  an  answer  to  their  letter  of  die  28diha^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

ft 

with  high  respect 

y  Excellency's  most  obed  senr., 

by  ord.  BEN.  STODDERT,  Sec'y. 
Direciedf 
His  Excellency  President  Seed. 
(War  office.) 


Col.  Sam'l  J.  Atlbb  to  V.  P.  Moorr,  1780. 

Peqnea,  October  &%  17M. 
Sir, 

I  should  haye  done  myself  the  Honor  of  answerio^  you  LetkK 
of  the  20th  Ult  e'er  this,  but  bad  not  a  minute  reoeived  it  bsCM 
Mr.  Cortis  Gmbb,  as  Express,  arrived'  for  my  assistance  in  ODsrf 
the  upper  Distriets  of  this  County,  where  the  ill-adTised  people  ksd 
assembled  to  oppose  the  Execution  of  the  Militia  Law,  afaaoliMf 
refusing  to  pay  the  Fines,  &C.  I  am  just  now  returned  froa  tbt 
disagreeable  duty,  haying  brought  those  deluded  persona  to  a  sasM 
of  theirs,  solemnly  engaginff  in  future  to  behave  as  good  subieQCitf 
the  State,  and  to  perform  the  Dnties  required  of  them  by  the  Liwa 
— I  think  this  is  the  last  District  I  shall  have  to  oonquer  is  tkk 
County,  and  in  settling  them  shall  render  essential  Service  to  thi 
Lieutenant  of  Berks,  as  the  I^btriot  of  that  County  adjoining  hsl 
refused  Obedience  to  the  Sub.  Lieutenant,  and  were  waiting  the  Nsdt 
of  my  people ;  they  will  now,  I  expect,  submit  to  their  proper  Oftetia 
I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Curtis  Orubb  and  a  number  of  other 
Gentlemen  at  Lebanon  for  their  countenance  and  assistanoe  in 
this  affair,  as  well  as  to  Col.  Clerk,  Sub.  Lieutenant  at  Hanover, 
who  flow  to  my  aid  with  a  number  of  fine  fellows  from  his  Distriei 
I  have  given  the  Orders  for  one  Class  of  the  Militia  of  this  County 
to  rendezvous  at  Cox's  Town  on  the  £Oth  Inst.,  to  relieve  tbs 
Cumberland  militia  doing  duty  at  Sanbury  the  25th ;  as  there  is 
no  issuing  post  at  Cox's  or  in  that  District  I  have  applied  to  Hr. 
Wirtz,  the  purchasing  Commissioner,  and  directed  that  provisioai 
bo  provided  for  the  Troops  by  the  20th. 

*  See  p.  67$. 
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Nezt|  Sir,  I  am  to  inquire  of  Goancill  where  I  am  to  procure 
arms  to  put  into  the  Hands  of  the  Militia  at  any  Time  when  they 
ihall  be  called  to  dnty  abroad  or  at  Home.  My  situation  is  truly 
•krming,  surrounded  as  I  am  by  such  numbers  of  disaffected,  who 
bave  in  their  power  at  all  times  ^well  knowing  the  defenceless  state 
cf  Ihe  Militia  here)  to  do  more  than  I  would  wish  to  name  or  have 
them  believe  I  fear.  A  small  magazine  at  Lancaster,  from  which 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  could  at  any  time  draw  arms  or 
anmonition,  is  absolutely  necessary ;  it's  being  known  would  oppe* 
imte  as  a  preventative  to  many  disorders  we  are  liable  to  in  this 
Cdnnty. 

Application  has  been  made  to  me,  Sir,  for  an  Election  for  a  L* 
Odl*  to  one  of  the  Battaliions  of  this  County,  the  L*  Colonel  formerly 
chosen  and  Commissioned  being  gone  to  sea  without  leave  of  absence 
or  notice  of  his  Departure. 

I  would  have  called  the  Election  required,  but  I  was  just  writing 
I^^ohose  to  mention  it  to  Council^  and  beg  their  direction  for  the 
demanded. 

I  am  Sir 

with  the  greatest  respect 

Your  Honors  most  ob*  Hble  Serv^ 

SAM.  J.  ATLEE. 


On  publick  Servico. 

The  HonbU.  William  Moore,  Esquire,  Vice  President  of  Pens- 
sgiTaBia. 


V.  P.  MooRB  TO  Board  op  War,  1780. 

« 

JBantlemen : 

'^n  Answer  to  the  letters  from  your  Hon^>*  Board  of  the  28' 
Ult*  &  5*^  Inst*.'*'  I  am  to  acquaint  yon  that  this  State  is  not  pos- 
■ea'd  of  any  Arms  but  what  arc  for  the  Use  of  the  Militia,  &  as  wo 
HTB  uncertain  how  soon  they  may  be  oall'd  into  the  Field,  we  cannot 
Spare  them  for  the  Use  You  mention. 

Oct  6^  1780. 

*  *  Bee  pages  673, 680. 

25* 
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Col.  Ryan  to  V.  P.  Mooeb,  1780. 

A  sketch  of  the  Dnij  of  an  Officer  of  the  Police  in  the  City  of 

Philadelphia. 

1"^.  He  shoold  be  always  ready  to  attend  the  orders  of  C^Nnd, 
and  assist  (with  a  party  of  men  if  neeessi^)  to  apprehend  the  pom 
or  seise  the  Papers  of  any  Body  obnoxious  to  the  Laws  of  tUi 
State. 

2*'.  He  should  have  an  Office  open  where  every  stranger  cosiiog 
by  Sea  or  land,  upon  his  arrival  in  this  City  should  register  kii 
Name,  if  he  staid  but  one  Nighty  or  incur  a  certain  penalty. 

8''.  He  should  make  returns  of  the  Names  registered  to  CoiiMil 
once  or  twice  a  Week  or  once  a  day  if  thought  neeess^. 

4*^  Every  person  Registered  should  pay  some  small  coDsidentiM 
such  as  6^  or  a  shilling  Specie ;  this  would  in  a  great  measure  sup- 
port the  Office  and  not  make  it  Burthensome  to  the  State,  and  thi 
Number  of  Names  given  in  to  Council  would  always  ace*  for  tiie 
money  receiv'd. 

5*V  All  keepers  of  Taverns,  lodging  houses,  &c.,  should  be  ^ 
able  if  they  receiv'd  any  Strangers  without  acquainting  them  of  tki 
above  Office  &  the  Penalty  incured  for  nonconformance. 

Hon"'  Sir, 

The  within  Sketch  is  humbly  submitted  to  your  honor's  ooniiii 
ration.  If  an  Officer  to  perform  the  Duty  ^with  any  alteratiosi^ 
additions  or  amendments  that  may  be  thougnt  proper)  shoaU  ke 
appointed,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  my  business  as  Inspector  ii 
not  sufficient  employment,  and  I  would  willingly  do  this  duty  likt- 
wise.  And  as  I  have  a  small  salary  already  as  Inspector  my  fsli^f 
for  doing  this  duty  need  not  be  so  mooh  as  if  dona  by  anotbtf 
person. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  Hon^>»  Sir^ 

your  obedient  serv*, 

M.  RTAN. 

P.  S.  Should  the  Council  think  proper  I  would  run  the  risk  of 
the  office  supporting  itself,  and  require  no  other  salary  than  tlM 
within  mentioned  consideration. 

Oct'  6%  1780. 
Directcdy 

The  Honblc.  William  Moore,  Esq",  Vice  President  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pbbs.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philaddpfaia,  Oeftober  7, 1780. 

m  directed  bj  Goagren  to  inform  you  that  a  Letter  hath  been 
ad  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Head  Quarters,  repreaent- 
ftt  "  the  Army  moat  again  be  reduced  to  Extremity  for  Want 
Dar  except  a  Supply  should  arrive  in  a  few  Dayi^''  It  is 
ore  the  earnest  request  of  Congress  that  what  remaim  of  the 
of  Flour  from  your  State  may  be  sent  on  with  M  possible 
teh. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

ytmr  Excellency's  most  obcd*  servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President* 

W, 
Sxcelh  The  President  of  PennsylTanxa. 


«t, 


Col.  Bkelor  to  Col.  Bkodhiad,  1780. 

October  lOth,  1780. 


beif  ed  yonrs  of  the  7th  Inst,  this  morning,  but  it  is  not  in  mr 
\o  ffive  you  a  just  return  as  you  rcqnest  until  the  last  of  this 
for  I  have  been  oblidgcd  to  issue  orders  to  press  horses  ft 
It  men,  as  I  could  not  get  Volunteers  enough,  of  which  I  have 
t  a  return  as  yet.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  I  am  afraid 
Jl  eome  but  little  speed,  I  find  that  the  Government  of  Yiig* 
>t  protect  me  in  any  thing  I  do  by  vertue  of  the  laws  of  Virg* 
their  last  Besolution,  ft  the  laws  of  Pensl*  bafc  not  as  yet 
ns  under  their  protection;  all  this  the  Oountrey  is  aeqnaintel 
lb  that  every  thing  I  do  is  at  the  Risque  of  ipy  Fortune  unless 
tad  hv  the  States.  If  it  had  not  been  to  forward  an  Etpedi- 
flhould  have  declined  acting  a  good  while  ago,  as  no  tnan  ever 
^iDore  disagreeable  time  of  it  than  I  have  at  present,  having 
to  defend  me — ^We  arc  assured  of  vour  good  intentions  for  tho 
of  the  Countrcy,  ft  are  very  sorry  that  we  cannot  act  with  that 
that  we  ought  to  do.  But  hope  the  laws  of  Pen*  Will  either  be 
led  in  a  few  thjs  from  tbis  time,  or  the  Laws  of  Vir^  be  kept 
oe.  It  is  very  unhappy  for  this  Countrey  that  tbd  two  con- 
2  States  has  not  provided  a  better  way  for  the  defetoe  of  this 

*  Bee  CoL  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  600. 
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Countrey  than  to  let  it  fkll  between  them  both  nntil  matten  in 
settled  between  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest 

Beapeoty  Dear  8ir|  jonr  most  obed*  Hble  serv*, 

JOSEPH  BEELOR,  Coll 

without  Law  to  proteot  me. 

Directed, 

Colo.^rodhead. 

Copy. 


Wm.  MgCleery  to  Col.  Brodhbad,  1780. 

Monongahala  County,  Oct'  11th,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Yoor  favour  ^  express  just  now  came  to  hand,  it  beinff  on  jraUie 
service — Col«  Evans  being  at  this  down  the  Countrey,  I  opeo'd  it 
and  there  find  you  are  again  Obliged  to  postpone  your  intended  ex- 
pedition, you  call  for  a  lleturn  of  the  number  of  men  and  Honei 
that  you  may  depend  on  from  this  County,  which  I  am  UDsble  it 
this  to  furnish  you  with,  as  all  the  returns  were  made  to  Col*  Evtni, 
and  he  being  from  homo,  I  can't  come  immediately  at  them.  How- 
ever so  far  I  can  inform  you  that  upon  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  I 
went  to  the  Officers  of  the  second  Battalion  of  our  County  Militii, 
who  happened  to  be  then  asAembled  in  General  Muster  &  made  tlie 
matter  known  to  them,  at  the  same  time  called  upon  them  for  a 
Copy  of  their  Returns,  made  to  Col"  Evans,  that  I  might  as  near  ii 
poMiible  comply  with  your  rcqaest,  &  they  (after  some  consultatiai 
held  on  the  matter)  gave  it  me  for  answer.  That  as  they  foaod  ill 
their  hopes  of  Relief  from  a  Campaign  being  this  fall  carried  aguart 
their  Indian  Enemies  were  abortive,  and  knowing  that  their  frootiaf 
were  at  60  to  70  Mile  in  Jjength,  were  infested  with  the  saTipi 
killing  their  People,  have  at  last  obliged  them  to  say  they  can't  sput 
any  men — further  adding  that  they  are  heartily  sorry  that  then 
should  be  the  least  seeming  Jarr  or  descenting  Voice  from  the  ordeif 
of  Colonel  Brodbead,  as  a  Commanding  Officer  for  the  defence  of 
this  Country,  but  from  his  never  having  it  in  his  power  for  want  (ai 
wc  conceive)  of  the  necessary  supplies  to  put  his  Schemes  in  execa- 
tion,  during  the  whole  course  of  last  Summer  &  Fall,  &  our  unbappj 
People  daily  falling  an  easy  pray  to  the  Enemy,  obliges  them  to 
tlirow  off  all  dependence  on  any  natural  aid  on  this  aide  of  the 
Blountains  this  fall,  but  that  of  themselves  for  their  relief,  and 
therefore  they  mean  to  embody,  and  tako  the  most  plausable  methodj 
for  their  defense,  and  under  these  circumstances  they  think  tbeir 
number  is  already  too  small  without  any  division.     Notwithstanding 
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'  wera  readj  twice  last  summery  both  with  Men,  Hones,  and 
iaions,  to  have  oomplj'd  with  yoar  requisition  fully,  had  you 
roor  plan  in  execution.  I  have  (as  I  look  upon  it  my  duty  least 
deception  should  take  place)  stated  the  matter  truly,  as  I  took 
m  the  Officers  Mouths.  And  now  permit  me  to  observe  to  you 
the  state  of  our  frontiers  is  really  deplorable,  to  see  helpless 
tea  &  Children  flying  before  the  ravages  of  the  Savage,  and 
i?en  while  part  of  us  is  engaged  in  burving  of  our  Neighbours 
hkve  been  butchered  by  them,  Others  of  us  is  falling  a  sacrifice 
sir  Hellish  inventions,  those  and  many  other  matters  that  have 
nnder  your  Cognisance  I  hope  you  will  (as  a  Friend  to  human 
!c)  state  in  a  proper  licht  to  the  Board  from  the  which  proper 
^  flan  be  had.    I  have  we  Honor  to  be  with  due  respect 

ly  Sir, 

y  most  Obed«  Hble  Serv«, 

W-  M'CLEERY. 

Uedf 

Coll.  Danl.  Brodhoad, ) 
n*  W.  Dep«.  J 


Adam  Euhn  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1780. 


tog  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency,  in  the  most  respect- 
■unier,  that  I  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  procure  the  Sureties 
pad  of  me  by  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  supreme  executive 
bB:  That  the  Vessel  in  which  I  arrived  here  hath  been  stripped 
m  Sails,  and  that  she  is  not  in  a  condition  to  put  to  Sea,  as  she 
ig  a  leak  in  the  passage  from  St  Croix :  That  my  Wife,  tho 
Ij  ■  recovered j  continues  much  indinposed  &  is  yet  confined  to 
•d.  I  therefore  entreat  your  Excellency  to  lay  my  case  before 
lonourable  supreme  Executive  Council  that  they  may  indulge 
ith  such  relief  ss  the  case  requires.    I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient 

humble  Servant, 

ADAM  KUHN  * 
dlad%  October  14  th,  1780. 

.  *  Bee  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  601,  602,  604,  606,  616,  617. 


686  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1780. 

John  IIublet  to  Paeb.  Moobb,  1780. 

Lancastary  Oct'  14th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Dr.  Frederick  Knhn  a  Gentkaai 
much  estccnr.ed  here,  He  is  a  Brother  to  Doctor  Adam  Knhn,  ha 
long  distinguished  himBelf  as  a  Whiff  and  is  pereonallj  known  ton 
from  his  infancy.     The  affair  of  his  Brother  haTing  reached  tUb 

Slaco  has  thrown  him  into  much  anxiety,  and  He  goes  to  PUb* 
elpbia  on  that  baissinoss.  The  purport  therefore  of  this  Is  (hat  I 
would  wish  youaquainted  with  the  Doctors  Political  Character  aal 
should  he  have  any  bussiness  to  transact  before  Council  on  hii 
Brothers  behalf,  you  will  be  ao  good  u  to  consider  this  Qentlemaa 
a  Real  Friend  to  this  Country,  and  not  only  by  good  wishes  towardi 
it  but  by  personally  scrying  it  for  a  long  Time  in  the  medictl  de- 
partment untill  he  was '  obliged  to  leave  it,  with  the  loss  of  lb 
Health  and  danecr  of  hid  life.  The  e^act  Case  of  his  Brother  nnot 
yet  understood  here,  but  we  hear  thi^  in  his  return  from  the  Wot 
Indies,  he  came  to  New  York  and  from  there  to  Philadelphn  ih 
consequence  of  which  He  is  banished  the  State.  There  remiiu 
no  doubt  with  me  but  Council  will  do  exactly  that  which  is  right, 
upon  considering  the  whole  of  the  Doctors  oiroumstances,  and  would 
only  beg  to  suggest  that  thb'  the  Doctr.  in  his  political  Character 
has  observed  a  Line  to  walk  in  so  as  not  to  take  side  with  eitlief 
Party  in  this  Contest,  which  truly  is  not  only  very  reprehensibb 
but  very  unju8ti6able,  as  no  nmn  ought,  (let  his  station  of  Life  be 
what  it  may)  avail  himself  of  the  issue  of  this  diapatCy  (let  it  tat 
what  way  it  will)  who  did  not  partake  of  the  Toil  risqae  and  danpr 
of  it.  Yet  the  acknowledged  abilities  of  the  Doctor  in  Us  pi- 
fession  his  great  use  to  the  rising  generation  in  that  way  will  periapi 
induce  Council,  should  his  exile  be  determined  on  to  oontinne  it  ealf 
during  the  War,  thut  he  then  may  return  to  his  native  Couli}. 

I  am  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obed', 

&  very  hble  Scrvt 

JOHN  HUBLEY. 

P.  S.  His  Excellency  having  chiefly  finished  his  Buasiness  hers 
will  set  out  to  morrow  for  York,  He  is  in  good  Health,  but  Mr. 
Bayard  is  not  very  well. 

Directed, 

The  Honble  William  Moore  Vice  President  of  PeniisylnBi* 
Philadelphia. 

^  favour  of  Doctr.  Fred.  Kuhn. 
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Kajob  Gxn.  La  Fatstte  to  Gen.  Watnb,  1780. 

Light  Gamp  8^  the  16th,  1780. 

yoiur  pardon,  my  dear  friend,  for  not  calliog  on  joa  when 
HiniiDS  from  head  quartera.  Bnt  I  was  detained  so  late  By  a 
non  that  was  preached  Before  the  door  that  I  was  afterwards 
^'d  By  the  Rain  and  the  night — the  Enemy  have  embarked 
ft:  Qtenadiers,  light  infantry,  some  dragoons,  and  two  Regiments 
Mpe  say  Clinton  is  going — they  fell  down  the  narrows  yesterday 

and  IS  despised  Ry  every  Body  But  the  general  officers  of  the 
army  who  treat  him  very  well — such  are,  my  dear  Sir,  the 
jH^^encea  I  have  pick'd  up. 

fmA  yon  would  come  and  dine  to  morrow  with  me— Bring  along 
^  Ikfflily  and  my  friend  Butler — ^you  will  be  a  fine  fellow  if  you 

Your  friend, 

LA  FATETTB. 

kaand  Wayne. 
j»  Fayette  M.  Q. 


BBte.  Obn.  Watnb  to  Pbbs.  Bkbd,  1780. 

Camp  at  Totowa  17th  Ootr.  1780. 
ir'^ir, 

[n  my  letter  of  the  26tb  July,  I  informed  you  that  I  had  it  in 
mpand  from  his  Excellency  6enl.  Washington  to  ask  for  aa 
Njli  red  Cloth  aa  would  be  sufficient  to  face  the  uniforms  of  the 
pfl  belonging  to  this  state,  that  the  Clothing  whioh  had  arrived 
I  all  blue  faoed  with  white,  &c,  &c., 

L  un  extremely  sorry  to  be  necessitated  to  contradict  the  acot.  of 
\  aniTal  of  the  Clothing.  I  have  it  again  in  Command  from  the 
neral  to  acquaint  you  &  the  Honorable  Council,  that  the  Intetli- 
loe  he  has  juat  reed,  is,  that  thro'  the  wanton  neglect  of  our 
;entfl  IB  franco,  no  moro^han  thirteen  hundred  Coats  have  been 
;  sent  on,  altho'  by  certain  Intelligence  there  were  not  less  than 
,900  Suits  laying  ready  long  before  the  Sailing  of  the  first  Divi- 
ik  fo)r  America. 

[t  is  said  that  they  will  yot  be  sent  by  Capt.  Paul  Jonea  in  the 
ial^  should  that  be  the  case  his  arrival  may  be  prevented  by  the 
bervention  of  a  superior  force,  and  the  chances  are  so  much  againat 

0  that  I  see  nothing  but  the  most  gloomy  prospects  with  respect 
tlda  Essential  article. 

1  am  therefore  Induced  to  call  upon  the  Honorable  Cbondl  to 
if^  some  mode  to  procure  a  freah  anpply  of  Blankets,  &  winter 
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Clothing,  for  the  Officers  &  privates  beloDgiog  to  the  State  of 
Pennfia.     Tho  weather  hegins  to  pinch — hard  neoesuty  ohligv  vito 
bo  eoonomists— our  Soldiers  uniforms  are  much  won  &ont  of  repHr, 
we  have  adopted  the  Idear  of  Curtailing  the  Coats  to  reptir  tk 
£lbows  &  other  defective  parts  for  which   we  shall  Immsdiiiil| 
want  needles  &  thread,  will  your  Exoellenoj  be  so  Obligiig  u  to 
Direct  them  to  be  procured  &  sent  to  Camp  with  the  otiwr  Btora^ 
with  all  possible  Dispatch,  &  apj^int  Uent  Dnngin  of  the  U 
Regt  or  Mr.  Little  State  Clothier  m  place  of  tho  Gentlemaa  hldj 
dismissed  the  Service  by  the  sentance  of  a  Oenl.  Court  HartiaL 

I  wish  I  could  with  truth  Inform  you  that  onr  proapeets  werealtoisg 
for  the  better,  but  that  not  beine  the  case,  I  most  earnestly  nqiol 
a  careful  perusal  of  my  letter  of  the  17th  Ultimo,  &  a  doe  sti» 
tion  to  such  parts  of  it  as  may  in  your  opinion  merit  it,  aaotf 
others  that  of  sending  us  a  supply  of  hard  Cash  for  the  parpoie  i 
paying  the  recruits  we  have  already  Inlisted  on  this  ground,  k  m 
much  more  as  you  can  conveniently  a£ford.  I  believe  the  nmhr 
is  somewhere  between  thirty  &  forty,  and  more  Inlisting  eveiy  dij. 

I  have  just  reod.  the  Inclosed  from  the  Marquis  La^rette.  I 
would  advise  you  to  look  to  your  own  bay  &  River,  but  from  & 
cumstances  am  rather  of  opinion  the  Chesapeake  wiU  be  thdr  piiift 
of  Operation — they  have  Certainly  sailed,  &  it  is  also  said  thsl  tk 
Cork  fleet  arrived  the  day  before  yesterday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  singular  Esteem  you  Excellency's 

most  obt.  &  very  Hume.  Scrvt 

ANTY.  WAYNE  B.  0. 

Comms.  the  Pennsa.  Line. 

His  Excellency  Jos  Reed  Esqr. 

N.  D.  is  there  not  some  design  in  Incumbering  Pennsa.  iritt  t 
Regt.  of  srtificcrs  &c,  &c,  &  Reducing  your  Operating  army  to  Si 
Regiments  Connecticut  is  not  Intitled  to  it,  but  will  be  as  povcrfU 
in  the  field  as  Pennsa.  why  should  not  they  have  a  proportioa  of 
artificers,  &c  &  yon  Eight  Regiments  of  fnfimtry  f — I  dont  lib 
appearances. 


Col.  Danl.  Brobhead  to  P&ss.  Besd,  1780. 

Fort  Ktt,  Oct'  17«,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  full  confidence  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  Provisions  vobU 
sooner  or  kter  be  furnished  for  the  Troops  in  this  District  u  vcU 


as  for  such  number  of  Militia  as  policy  or  the  exiflencies  of  afiun 
light  render  it  necessary  to  call  into  action.     I  with  a 


off  the  Wyandotts  &  other  Indian  Towns  that  were  very  troubleioBS 
to  our  settlements,  called  for  a  Draught  from  the  Militia  at  tkrei 
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hfSDft  tiiiMfl,  and  wm  as  often  dimppointed  in  obtaining  Prori- 
IH^  which  with  the  unsettled  state  of  the  boundary  between  Pen- 
vania  ft  Virginia  has  greatly  diacoaraged  the  Inhabitants,  and  I 
iialiend  given  a  handle  to  the  DisaflFeoted.  I  take  the  liberty  to 
loaa  oopies  of  letters  lately  reoeiyed  from  Colonels  Beelor  ft  Mo. 
Mj  purporting  some  of  the  above  facts.* 

Rie  Troops  are  again  withont  Provisions,  my  parties  in  the  Conn- 
kn  as  Indnstrions  as  Ciroam stances  will  admit,  but  the  Inhab- 
ili  disappoint  them  by  driving  their  Cattle  into  the  Mountains; 
I  Aey  now  threatea  to  rise  in  arms  against  them,  whilst  others 
Mm  them  with  Writs  ft  Pasaee^- 1  do  not  however  despair  of 
mung  a  quantity  of  Flour;  But  conceive  it  will  be  next  to  an 
ptMsibiUity  to  procure  any  considerable  quantity  of  Beef  or  Pork, 
fehia  side  the  mountains,  to  lay  up  fcr  the  Winter  Season,  and  it 
i«i  too  likely  that  the  prosecution  of  Compulsory  means,  will  be 
daotive  of  Bloodshed  amongst  our  own  Citizens. 
pie  Delaware  Chiefs  with  upwards  of  thirty  warriors  are  come  to 
■M  upon  an  Expedition,  but  as  I  have  neither  Bread  nor  Meat 
give  Uiem,  they  will  soon  discover  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
oflhnsively.  They  appear  much  dejected  on  account  of  the 
il  want  of  goods,  which  they  were  promised  in  exchange  for  their 

toy- 

I  have  the  honor  to*  be 

with  perfect  Bespect  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  Obed'  Servt., 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

P.  S.  As  the  Inhabitants  are  clamorous,  it  is  probable  they 
I  make  some  unjust  Representations,  of  our  new  mode  of  getting 
iplies,  to  the  Honble  ExecutiviT  Council.  Wherefore  to  convince 
i,  that  I  mean  to  be  as  tender  of  them  aa  possible,  I  have  taken 
liberty  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  Instructions  I  gave  for  taking 
ide^&o. 

D.  B. 

fteied, 

lia  Excelly  Jos.  Reed,  Esqr. 


David  S.  Franks  to  Council,  1780. 

Robinsons  Hoose^  20'^  Oct.,  1780. 

Bxoellency  the  Commander  in  Chief  has  with  great  Oenerosity 
Dtad  me  a  Court  of  Enquiry,  and  I  have  a  few  days  since  moved 
I  ^  Buffer  the  Court  to  go  into  an  investigation  of  my  Conduct 
ilat  acting  as  Aid  do  Camp  to  Arnold  at  Phiiad%  adverting  par- 

*  Soe  pages  688,  684. 
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tioalarly  to  ibat  Part  on  which  a  Scandaloua  Report  of 
to  be  fouodcd. 

I  need  not  urge  to  jon  Sir,  the  eTil  Effecta  such  a  Report  mtj 
oreate  to  my  Character,  or  my  anxiety  to  remove  them,  aa  far  ii  it 
me  lays,  and  I  trust  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  forward  any  Fipw 
or  Copies  of  them  now  in  the  Possession  of  the  Honble  the  Cooad 
which  may  seem  to  criminate  me  in  the  smallest  degree.  I  aa 
fully  conscious  of  my  own  Innocence  in  this  affair,  and  hope  lb 
Honorable  the  Executive  Council  will  be  io  obliging  aa  togivm 
every  opportunity  of  clearing  a  Character  which  is  my  only  rappv^ 
by  forwarding  the  Papers  mentioned  to  His  Kxcelleney  Oiaml 
Washington. 

I  am  8',  with  Respect 

Your  veiy  hum.  Servant, 

DAV*  a  FRANKS.* 

Directed, 

Honb*  T.  Matlack,  Esquire^  Sec'  to  The  Hon**  the  Ezaeoliii 
Council  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia^  October  20^  1780. 
Circnkr. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed  a  Proelamatioat 
recommending  Thursday  the  seventh  Dmj  oi  December  next  take 
observed  as  a  Day  of  Thanksgiving  &  Prayer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect 

yonr  Excellency's  obedient  humble  Servant^ 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  PreridsiL 

Dirertedf 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Hamilton  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Believe  me  Sir,  it  is  with  the  deepest  Regret  that  I  now  trouble 
you  on  the  Subject  of  my  Imprisonment,  ana  more  especially,  bbm 
my  addresses  to  Council.  But  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  OMa- 
Bure,  and  the  almost  inconceivable  Difficulties  which  attend  my  Sito- 
atioD,  will  I  trust  apologise  for  me,  on  this  occasion.  My  affiurBBOi- 
withstanding  every  Effort  in  my  power  continue  still  in  a  veiy  aa- 

*  See  C<^.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  495, 496. 
f  See  CoL  Rec.,  YoL  JUL,  p.  616. 
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nttbd  Bute  Herej  (unless  those  with  whom  I  have  Business  will 
ittendi)  every  Transaetion  must  be  managed  bj  a  third  person  ; 
Us  oeoasions  a  Tarietj  of  messages  backward  &  forward,  before 
inj  one  piece  of  Business  can  be  finished,  and  many  persons 
ritt  whom  I  have  bad  Dealings  either  neglect,  or  do  not  chuse  to  at- 
snd  me.  The  present  Illness  of  my  Brother,  pre? ents  that  assis- 
anee  which  he  would  otherwise  willingly  afford  me,  and  although  he 
M(  knows  the  Giroumstanoes  of  my  Estate,  I  Can  neither  reach  him, 
itr  he  me,  to  give  the  least  advice  to  a  person  whose  Ideas  may  be 
Mdilj  supposed  in  a  very  deranged  State.  The  Age  and  Infirmities 
f  mj  Mother  and  Grandmother  (particularly  the  latter,  who  cannot 
le  moved  at  all)  and  whose  Estates,  being  personal,  have  so  much 
mSbnA  from  the  times,  as  to  make  them  almost  dependant  on  me  ; 
base  I  say,  eall  for  all  my  filial  Duty  and  affection,  they  are  nearest 
WW  Heart,  and  I  would  wish  to  be  with  them  during  the  Remainder 
I  the  date  allotted  for  my  Departure  and  make  such  provisions  for 
hflir  future  deoent  and  comfortable  Support  as  would  be  most 
grsaablo  to  them,  and  easy  to  myself.  This  is  scarce  possible  to  be 
iona  whilst  I  remain  in  prison,  and  my  Grandmother  is  too  infirm  to 
M  brought  hither. 

My  other  Business,  for  the  most  part,  lies  on  my  Farm,  where  it  is 
■BJ  to  suppose  more  may  be  done  with  my  personal  presence  in  one 
lour  than  in  thi^  by  directions  from  hence. 

Those  Sir,  are  but  Hints  of  the  various  Inconveniences,  I  lay  un- 
iff  in  the  Conduct  of  my  affairs.  Others  will  doubtless  suggest 
bemselves  to  your  Honor,  on  a  moments  Reflection,  they  urge  me  to 
his  address  (hey  persuade  me  to  suppose,  that  the  Indulgence  of 
ij  personal  Liberty  under  such  Restraint  (as  to  place)  as  may  be 
houffht  requisite  under  proper  security  &  untill  the  sailing  of  the 
nsasel  cannot  be  productive  of  any  publick  prejudice  and  on  the 
ther  hand  will  bo  exceedingly  useful.  The  favor  will  be  deeply 
idt,  and  it  may  be  fully  relied  on,  not  in  the  slightest  Instance 
ibnaed. 

Shall  I  venture  to  hope  from  the  humanity  of  your  Disposition 
sr  your  kind  Interposition  with  the  honourable  the  Council  in  this 
Mkter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  most  perfect 

Respect  Tour  Uon^^  most  obed.  Scrvt. 

W.  HAMILTON.* 
New  Gaol,  October  22',  1780. 

«  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XII,  pp.  495,  499,  502,  508,  520. 
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Col.  Sam.  Bba  to  Pres.  Bbed,  1780. 

Moantbethcly  October  24, 1780. 
May  it  please  yoar  Excellency, 

Since  my  last  of  tbe  17th  nit.  having  reed.  Orders  from  Coud 
to  send  one  class  of  Militia,  having  previoasly  called  upon  tht  ilk 
linquentsof  tbe  several  Battalliens,  there  was  drawn  forth  almost  eoir 
trary  to  expeotion  to  the  number  of  104  Privates  cxelnsive  of 
Officers,  they  are  under  Lieut.  Col.  Oieger  are  stationed  aloni  tk 
verge  of  the  Frontiers  from  Berks  County  to  tbe  Wind  Gap  and  tki 
7  months  men,  from  thenpe  at  the  most  exposed  placet  up  Dda 
ware,  and  we  have  reserved  the  next  Class  in  Tour  to  zeliefe  those 
now  on  duty  when  their  time  expires  which  will  be  about  the20(li  of 
9ext  month  which  I  hope  Council  may  approve  I  B^  Isais  ti 
inform  Council  that  a  great  uneasiness  prevails  among  the  Yelur 
teers  and  Militia  that  they  not  hitherto  received  any  partiif  thdr 
Pay  &  that  some  of  them  suffer  for  want  of  shoes  and  other  neeosMfjl. 
And  I  am  afraid  that  the  Fines  even  when  received  will  not  bo 
in  proportion  to  their  demands.  1  hope  some  means  may  be  dsvisol 
to  relieve  them.  Yesterday  I  had  appointed  the  Sub.  lieata  U 
meet  in  order  to  setle  Aoct,  but  they  seem  unwilling  to  setle^  tbo 
price  of  wheat  at  £20  ^  Bushel  nor  could  we  certainly  know  wbetiNr 
or  not  the  Assembly  at  their  last  Sessions  had  limited  the  price  (asn- 
ported)  here  and  being  throng  with  some  other  unavoidable  Buioooi 
we  adjourned  until  we  could  be  better  informed  which  hath  firastntsl 
my  Intention  of  sending  their  Acets  at  this  time. 

Col.  Baliort  informs  me  that  he  had  Given  Council  a  relation  of  tho 
killed  and  wounded  he  had  found  Burned  near  Neskipeki  as  he  wtf 
at  the  plaoe  of  action  his  Accts  must  be  as  near  the  truth  as  anj  I 
could  procure,  tho  since  that  Time  Lieut.  Myers,  who  was  taken  ^ 
the  enemy  in  that  unhappy  action  hath  made  hia  esoape  froa  tbo 
savages  &  reports  that  ensign  Scoby  and  one  Private  was  taken  wiik 
him  and  that  the  party  consisted  of  80  Indians  and  one  white  sav^gi^ 
that  they  had  13  Scalps  along  with  them  that  several  of  them  wen 
wounded  &  suposes  some  killed. 

I  have  called  upon  Col.  Wetael  the  former  Lieut  for  the  Pnb- 
lick  Arms  he  informs  me  by  Letter  that  the  State  Armooror 
Mr.  Tyler  had  kept  the  Acct  thereof  Mr.  Tyler  met  me  yesterday^ 
says  that  he  hath  made  monthly  returns  to  Council,  of  his  proceed- 
ing which  I  shall  be  glad  to  find  to  be  fact 

I  am  your  Excellencys  most  obedient  & 

Very  Humble  Servt 

To  Hia  Excellency  Joseph  Read,  Esq'.  Presd. 

SAML.  BEA,  L'eut 
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Brio.  Gen.  Watns  to  Fres.  IIeed^  1780. 

Camp,  at  Totowa,  25«»»  Octb',  '80. 
Air  Sir, 

I  did  myself  the  honor  to  address  you  the  17^^  Instanti  &  took  the 
fibertj  to  ask  for  a  quantity  of  thread  and  needles,  to  be  forwarded 
by  M'  Little ;  but  as  he  came  away  without  them,  I  must  bog  leave 
to  reiterate  my  request,  &  desire  that  they  may  be  sent  on  with  all 
poasible  dispatch,  as  every  day  adds  to  our  distress,  &  renders  an 
Immediate  supply  of  these  articles  Indispensably  necessary. 

I  believe  no  Army  before  this  was  ever  put  to  such  shifts,  in 
order  to  have  even  the  appearance  of  uniformity — when  the  Charge 
of  the  Penns*  Division  devolved  on  mc,  after  the  removal  of  Gcni. 
St.  Clair  to  the  command  of  the  left  wing,  I  thought  of  an  expedient 
of  reducing  the  heterogcnius  of  new,  old,  cock'd  &  floped  hats  & 
pieces  of  hats,  to  Infantry  Caps,  in  which  we  succeeded  very  well — 
by  making  three  decent  caps  out  of  one  tolerable  &  two  very  ordinary 
batfly  to  which  we  added,  as  an  embellishment,  a  white  plume  &  a 
Gomb  of  flowing  red  hair. 

We  now  shall  try  the  experiment  of  making  three  short  Coats  out 
of  three  old  tattered  long  ones.  I  must  acknowledge  they  would 
answer  much  better  for  the  Spring  than  fall ;  but  without  something 
done  in  this  way,  we  shall  be  naked  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
weeks ; — nor  will  even  this  expedient  answer  longer  than  Christmas. 

For  Ood  sake,  use  every  possible  means  to  procure  Cloa thing  for 
both  officers  &  men  by  that  time,  at  furthest. 

I  mnst  again  request  you  to  forward  a  Quantity  of  Uard  Cash  for  the 
purpose  of  Recruiting ;  if  we  had  it  at  this  period,  we  could  Inlist 
a  Considerable  number  of  the  new  Levies,  who  are  much  preferable 
to  any  which  Col.  Nicola  sends  us ;  nor  sho'  we  be  Imposed  on  by 
Deserters. — I  have  already  mentioned  my  Ideas  very  fully  on  this 
Bubjeet,  the  17^^  Ultimo. 

Capt.  Finney,  the  bearer  of  this,  waits  on  your  Excellency  in 
behalf  of  the  Captains  and  Sub"  of  the  line — I  am  Confident  that 
every  reasonable  requisition  will  be  attended  to — and  I  believe  the 
Gentlemen  will  make  no  other. 

I  could  not  deny  the  Indulgence  of  permitting  one  of  their  body 
to  attend  the  Jlonbl.  Council — it  is  not  a  time  to  tamper  with  their 
feelings; — ^you'l  have  the  goodness  to  pardon  this  freedom,  and  be- 
lieve me,  with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Ob* 
Hum.  Serv', 

ANT'Y  WAYNE. 
Directed f — On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  llced,  Esq%  pres*  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Capt.  Finney. 

♦  See  p. 687.  • 
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John  Vanderen,  Jun.,  to  Col.  Jacob  Moboah,  1780. 

PhUad-,  Oct.  26^  17M. 

Sir, 

Yours  of  yesterday  was  banded  to  me,  wherein  yoa  say  "  yoa  m 
Ordered  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Conocil  of  this  State,  to  deoiod 
an  immediate  Account  of  the  Flour  delivered  for  the  Use  of  tk 
Army,  and  if  the  whole  Amount  of  the  money  adranced  is  Mi 
delivered,  to  furnish  Counoil  with  the  reasons  why  it  is  not,  apM- 
able  to  the  proposals  made  by  me  /'  In  answer  to  which  I  mmk 
Inform  you,  that  to  the  Amount  of  every  farthing  of  the  monej  I 
have  received  of  the  Commodore  will  be  delivered  this  week  at  tail 
place  and  Easton,  tho'  not  iigrceable  to  the  Proposals  made  by  m 
and  accepted  by  Council.  The  proposals  you  allude  to  yon  knov 
Council  engaged,  or  at  least  the  Commodore  under  their  8anctioD,ts 
advance  Four  hundred  and  ninety  6ve  thousand  pounda,  in  tbeCooM 
of  fourteen  days,  being  the  fourth  part ;  (which  I  waa  to  have  beet 
kept  in  advance)  you  likewise  must  remember  I  did  not  OUiptt 
myself  to  deliver  a  single  Barrel  till  such  advance  waa  oomfd^M, 
which  has  never  yet  been  done.  The  Honorable  the  Vice  PresidMt 
&  the  Chief  Justice  may  Remember  they  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernoT  of  the  Delaware  State,  to  permit  five  thousand  bushels  of  wheat 
to  pass  through  his  Oovcmmeut,  for  the  Use  of  the  Army,  which  ii 
part  has  been  happily  Effected.  The  whole  quantity  was  detained 
for  two  weeks  for  want  of  the  whole  Sum  of  money,  which  amoBBted 
to  £108,750,  at  which  time  I  had  not  half  that  Sum  in  my  haadi, 
but  every  moment  expected  to  receive  it  from  the  Gommodon^ 
agreeable  to  the  Contract ;  but  in  that  I  was  disappointed.  I  ban 
Delivered  Flour  at  Easton  and  Philadelphia,  to  the  Amount  of  £120| 
000,  as  ^  Account.  The  ballance,  £67,  000,  I  expect  to  deliftr 
every  moment  from  the  Brandywine  Mills,  were  part  of  the  5000 
Bushels  are  grinding,  which  would  have  been  Delivered  ere  this,  bat 
a  long  and  severe  fit  of  Illness  has  put  the  matter  a  few  days  back 

I  need  not  point  out  to  you  the  Treatment  I  have  received,  and 
what  I  have  suffered  with  regard  to  the  Contract  in  QuestioUi  as  tbey 
must  appear  Obvious  to  you. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  hble.  servt, 

JOHN  VANDEREN,  Jon. 
DirecfefJf 

Col.  Jacob  Morgan,  Prst. 
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Gsn'l  Watnb  to  Col.  Brodhead,  1780. 

Camp  at  Totowa,  2»*  Nov,  1780. 
ku  Colonel, 

I  have  it  in  eommand  from  Hia  Exc^  General  Washington  to 
mimit  toyon  the  inclosed  copy  of  the  new  arrangement  of  the  army, 
r  which  you'l  find  that  the  quota  of  Infantry  for  the  State  of  Pens- 
IvBiiia  are  reduced  to  six  Keffimonts,  consequently  we  shall  have 

mmber  of  supernumerary  field  Officers  and  Captains  many  of 
hon  may  ohuse  to  retire  from  the  field  and  accept  of  the  Ilon'ble 
tmdon  made  for  them  by  sundry  acts  of  Congress,  particularly 
lOMof  the  B'*  and  twenty  first  Ult%  which  is  giving  Several  brave  and 
Kihj  Officers  (whose  local  cireumstanccs  would  not  admit  of  their 
Btinuing  much  longer  in  the  service)  an  opportunity  of  returning 

the  rank  of  citizens  with  a  genteel  annuity  for  life  and  an  exemp- 
li ffoni  petty  Offices  and  Militia  duty  yet  eligible  to  any  post 
'  honor  or  profit  in  the  civil  Line  that  their  Country  may  think 
tper  to  bestow  without  interfering  with  their  half  pay,  or  other 
Mttoments. 

Bat  MB  this  arrangement  and  incorporation  of  Regiments  will  take 
I  the  first  of  January  next,  it  will  be  indispcnsibly  necessary  that 
VBfeam  of  those  Officers  who  wish  to  continue  in  service  belonging 

>  the  eighth  llegimeut  with  the  dates  of  their  Commissions,  together 
[|h  the  non-Commissioncd  Officers  and  privates  inlisted  for  the 
Tar  should  be  transmitted  to  this  Army  previous  to  that  period  as 
■  etn  not  go  on  with  the  arrangement  without  it.  You  will  there- 
ra  please  to  forward  the  Return  with  all  possible  dispatch  by  Lieu- 
BUit  MoFarlin  who  is  sent  express  on  the  occasion. 

1  ipentioned  field  Officers  and  Captains  only  because  we  shall  be 
mnt  of  Subalterns  therefore  none  of  that  Class  can  be  permitted 

>  retire  with  those  emoluments  nor  can  any  other  Officer  after  the 
!it  day  of  January,  (unless  ho  be  a  supernumerary)  so  that  this 

the  Crisis  to  determine. 

Will  you  be  so  obliging  as  to  present  my  best  and  kindest  wishes 
I  tho  Gentlemen  under  your  Command  and  believe  me  with  sincere 
tteem, 

Your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

ANTY  WAYNE, 

Command'  the  P^nn.  Line  at  Camp. 

P.  8.  It  will  be  necessary  for  every  Officer  who  continues  in  the 
■Tvice  as  well  as  those  who  chuse  to  retire  to  sign  their  names  to 
le  return  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  properly  registered. 

I  had  forgot  to  mention  that  by  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
lird  Ultimo,  tBofc  Officers  who  retire  arc  intitled  to  the  same  knda 
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and  QmolumentB  at  the  termination  of  the  War — as  those  who  niW con- 
tinue exoloBiye  of  their  half  pay  for  life  in  specie  or  an  eqoWtieiit. 

ANTHONY  WAYNE. 
Indor$edf — ^From  General  Wayne  to  Colonel  Brodhead. 


Col.  Bbodhead  to  Pbes.  Ribd,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt,  Nov  2-,  1780. 
iTcar  Sir, 

I  am  still  disappointed  of  making  an  Expedition  against  the  Hoi> 
tile  Indians.  Provissions  are  collected  bat  alowlyi  and  they  aowoelj 
answer  our  Daily  consumption. 

Mr.  Perry  was  with  me  to  Day,  and  promised  a  small  supply  of 
Flour,  but  he  conceives  that  meat  cannot  be  had  on  this  ude  of  ti» 
mountains,  to  answer  half  the  Demand. 

In  my  last  I  informed  you  that  near  forty  of  the  friendly  Deliwin 
Indians  had  Come  to  aid  me  against  the  Hostile  Tribes.  Thdr 
number  has  since  exceeded  forty,  and  I  believe  I  could  have  eilUd 
out  near  an  hundred.  But  as  upwards  of  forty  men  from  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hannah's  Town,  have  attempted  to  destroy  them  wbilil 
they  consider  themselves  under  our  Protection,  it  may  not  be  u 
easy  matter  to  call  them  out  again,  notwithstanding  they  were  f» 
vented  from  executing  their  unmanly  intention,  by  a  guard  of  r^olu 
Soldiers  posted  for  the  Indians  protection. 

I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  find  the  late  Captains  Irwin  k  Jack| 
Lieut*  Brownlee  &  Ensign  Guthrey  concern'd  in  this  base  attempt 
I  suppose  the  women  &  children  were  to  suffer  an  equal  CamigB 
with  the  men. 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Smallman  hu  madi 
a  secret  &  clandestine  purchase  of  an  Island  in  the  Ohio  River,  t«o 
miles  below  this  Fort,  Commonly  called  McKee's  Island.  I  hear  hit 
Deed  is  signed  by  two  of  the  Delaware  Chiefs.  1  know  such  purehasai 
are  agaio8t  an  ancient  law  of  our  State.  But  as  I  am  almost  a 
Stranger  to  the  present  code  of  Laws,  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  the 
crimiuality  of  the  purchaser,  or  in  what  manner  ho  is  to  be  puniAhed 
for  the  Crime,  and  as  it  doubtless  is  within  our  Charter,  shall  bt 
thankfuU  for  your  directions  respecting  it. 

It  is  a  long  time  since  I  had  the  Honor  of  a  line  from  you.  Per 
haps  my  frequent  scrawls  are  rather  troublesome^  and  if  they  are,  a 
hint  will  be  sufficient. 

I  should  be  happy  to  wait  upon  you  at  Philad*  and  to  proceed  to 
Head  Quarters  to  settle  a  plan  for  the  operations  of  the  next  Caa- 
paign  as  far  as  relates  to  my  Command,  But  I  am  grown  so  poor 
that  I  cannot  at  the  present  extravagant  Bates,  bear  the  ExpeDOtf 
of  so  long  a  Journey. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  perfect  respect  &  esteem 

your  Excellencies  most  Obd*  8erv% 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD 
Directed,~T  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 
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BisievATioN  or  Justioes,  1780. 

To  bis  Ezodleiicj  Ae  Proiident  &  the  Honourable  the  Sopreme 
Izeeative  Goancil  of  tbe  8ute  of  Pennsylyania. 

Whereas  by  tbe  thirtieth  Seotion  of  the  Plan  or  Frame  of  GoTom- 
■tol  for  tbe  State  of  PeDnsylvania,  no  Justice  of  the  Peace  shall 
lit  in  tbe  Oeneral  Assembly  unless  he  first  resign  his  Commission , 
•HUid  wheress  We  the  Subscribers  Justices  of  the  Peace,  have  been 
slaeted  representatives  in  assembly,  We  do  therefore  by  these  presents 
iwiu  bur  oiBee  of  Justioes  of  the  Peace  as  Witness  our  hands  this 
thim  day  of  novembor  1780. 

EVAN  EVANS, 
DAVID  McKINNEY  » 


Rbsignatiok  of  Stephsn  Duncan,  J.  P.  1780. 

Philada.  8  Nov.  1780. 

'*>  Hftfiog  been  honoured  by  my  Fellow  Citixens  with  being  elected 
fMof  tbeb  Representatives  in  Assembly,  it  becomes  a  duty  in  me  in 
opSw  to  qualify  myself  to  Serve  them  in  that*Capaoity,  to  resign 
■y  ofiee  of  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Cumberlaind;  which  I  now 
mg  leave  to  do, 

and  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  BzceDency's  &  the  Councils  Humble  Servt. 

STEPHEN  DUNCAN.f 

MMWtCUaf 

His  Ezoelleney  Joseph  Reed  Esq,  President  &c,of  Pennaa. 


C.  J.  McKean  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Inolosed  you  have  the  transcript  of  the  Record  of  the  conviction 
and'attdnder  of  a  certain  Ralph  Morden,  of  Northampton  County,  for 
tnason.  We  finished  the  courts  of  Oyer  &  terminer,  &  Nisi  Prius 
al  Baston,  last  night ;  there  were  several  indictmenCiB  tried,  but  no 
other  conviction  for  a  capital  offence. 

It  was  thought  expedient  by  the  Judges  to  send  the  record, 

4 
m 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  620. 
t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  62G. 
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respecting  MordeD,  to  Coancil  as  soon  as  prmctieabla.    Webive 
jast  halt^  hero  to  dine  on  oai  way  to  Beadiog. 

I  am^  dear  Sir^ 

with  the  most  perfeel  esteem; 

Tour  most  obedicmt  servaot, 

THO.  H'KBAN* 

Bethlcbem,  Norem'  3'^  1780. 

Direcfedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esqairei  fte.^  At  Philadelphia. 
Favored  by  Gap*  Craig. 


Gen.  Washinqton  to  Pes8.  Besb,  1780. 

Head  QaarterSi  Prekaness^  4*^  NoTem',  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  information  from  New  York,  that  a  perBon  lb 
is  called  Andrew  George  Fastner,  and  who  is  Brother  in  kvto    I 
Bankin,  formerly  of  York  Gonnty,  oomes  frequently  out  as  a  8ff 
by  way  of  Stark  Biver,  thro'  Jeney,  and  from  thence  to  LmcMiMr» 

He  left  New  York  the  27«^  ult%  and  is  probably  at  thb  time  a^ 
that  Business.  Yoar  Excellency  may  pcrhapci,  from  tho  foregwg 
Clue,  have  him  intercepted  upon  some  of  hb  Visits. 

There  is  also  another  person  who  goes  by  the  feigned  name  of  Job 
Staria,  or  the  Irish  Dutchman,  because  he  speaks  both  langaigei) 
who  goes  constantly  between  New  York  and  Lancaster,  accomptaied 
by  a  lusty  old  man  called  John  Smith,  who  serves  as  a  guide  to  te 
Tboy  lately  carried  12  or  14  Becruits  from  Lancaster. 

I  shall  bo  happy  should  the  above  description  be  sufficient  Is  M 
to  the  discovery  of  another  of  the  many  Engines  of  this  sort,  whidi 
the  enemy  have  at  work  against  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Regard,  Dear  Sir, 

y  most  ob*  Sorv', 

Q-  WASHINGTON. 

Hb  Ezcellenoy  Oovemor  Beed. 

*  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  535. 
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jaoB  Wm.  Abmstbong  to  Pbbs.  BnD,  1780. 

Bzoellenoy  Jo8^  Beed^  Esq',  &  Hon^>  the  Supreme  EzeoatiT« 

leil. 

irmstrong  presents  his  compliments,  requesting  the  farther 

Fifteen  thons*  Pounds,  in  order  to  defray  part  of  the  ezpenoes 

fortifications  on  Mud  Islandi  &  Ohiige 

jonr  most  Obed*  &  very  HU.  Ser*, 

W.  A.» 
6»,  1780. 

h 

Szcellenoy  Joa^  Beed,  Esq'. 


JOB  Hjbitbt  Lbb,  Jonr.  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

6  the  honor  to  address  your  Excellency  &  council  for  snpplys 
ing  for  the  underwritten  gentlemen  officers  in  my.  Legion. 
it  that  their  distress  &  their  destination  south,  will  baye  due 
ft  will  give  success  to  this  application,  I  have  only  to  beg  the 
dispatch,  as  the  troops  move  to  morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  most  perfect  respect, 

your  Ezcelly's  obd.  servt, 

HENRY  LEE,  junr. 


OTf.|  .90. 


Lieut.  Com.  Dpi. 

Gapt.  James  Armstrong, 
Doctor  Matthew  Irnn, 
Gapt.  Henry  Archer, 
Ensign  George  Taylor, 
Adjutant  John  Oadon, 
Ensign   .         Manning. 


izceUenoy  Governor  Reed. 
Armstrong. 

*  See  GoL  Ree.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  528*gra&tocL 
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06l.  SAtfusL  iirLlSs  to  Prb.  ^bAd,  1780. 


Sir, 


Philad%  NoremV  T*^,  ITWi 

Upon  an  Bstimtte  of  tbe  forage  wanting  for  tliis  poaC^  I  foond  tti 
Qaantity  of  Haj  deposited  bere  bj  the  State  porehaaersy  wd 
fall  vastly  short  of  the  Consumption ;  in  coDKqntooe  of  whU  I 
made  application  for  a  sum  of  money,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  porehaaH 
Hayi  and  have  obtained  a  warrant  for  the  same,  bot  am  inforM^ 
that  by  a  Law  of  the  State,  Quarter  Masters  cannot  pnrohaae  witbit 
permission  first  had  of  the  Honorable  the  Executive  CouDcfl.  I 
shall,  therefore,  be  obliged  to  your  Ezoellency,  if  you  wiU  Isj  tk 
matter  before  Council,  &  grant  me  such  permission. 

I  am,  your  Excellencies  most  Obed., 

&  most  Bumble  serv^i 

SAMUEL  MILES,  D.  Q.  X- 

for  Penny.* 
Direetedy 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Btsfe  i 
Pennsylvania. 


Board  of  War  to  Prb8.  Rbbd,  1780. 

War  Office,  Nov  7, 178C. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  the  Honour  to  lay  before  Council  a  Copy  if « 
Letter  received  from  Col.  Z.  Butler,  commanding  at  Wioming.  Ti 
shall  be  happy  to  be  informed  of  any  thing  within  the  Knowledge' 
the  Honble  Council  on  this  Subject 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  very  sincere  Esteem  &  Bespect^ 

your  obed  Serv*", 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 

Directedf 

On  public  Service. 
^  His  Excellency  President  Reed. 
(War  Office.) 

*  See  Col.  Bto.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  6i8. 
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Col.  Zbbuloh  Butler  to  Board  or  War,  1780. 

Wyoming,  Ootober  26, 1780. 

'^^  fUfl  yon  will  be  infonned  tbafc  nothing  maleriil  hu  lin{»pened 
mJiB  mptdb  mj  last  nspeotioff  Enemy }  my  seo^ating  putiee  ntlw 
i6  fBwwfery  of  them  nor  their  eigne.  Oar  Sitnation  reepecting 
pnfthlUftk  is  bad  enough  at  preeent;  have  had  a  party  down  the! 
Ufer  aJbKral  three  weeks  after  Flonr.  A  letter  from  Ool*  Hunter  is 
liwir  TCitami  whieh  is  as  follows :— 

'SiTf — ^I  reel'  inatraotiona  from  His  Exeelleney  Ge?empr  Bead, 
tadaiuig  me  to  atop,  for  the  nae  of  the  post  at  Sunbnry,  all  ««pplieA 
drmwn  from  the  Oom^^  of  the  Coanties  of  Lancaster,  York  &  Cum-- 
berland  for  the  Garrison  at  Wyoming,  and  in  oonseqnenoe  of  said 
Order  I  have  stop*  two  Boats  loaded  with  Floor,  and  in  the  mean- 
time sent  an  express  to  Mr.  Steward  acquainting  what  I  had  done, 
thmi  he  might  write  me  in  what  manner  he  procured  this  Flonr,  and 
for  the  pien  to  stay  here  nntil  I  reo*  an  Answer  from  Mr.  Steward. 

I  am  sir, 

your  most  Hum.  Serr*, 

8AML.  HUlfTBSL,  L"  N.  0, 

Sanbnry,  Oct.  23',  1780. 
Cob  Zeb-  Butler. 

The  above  Flour  was  likely  procured  by  way  of  some  of  the  Com- 
misaarias,  bat  carried  to  a  Mill  &  packed,  &  Brought  fifty  miles 
by  soldiers  I  sent  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  Garrison  has  not  had 
^tber  Flour  or  meal  for  above  Twenty  days,  only  pounded  Com 

Kd  no  meat  more  than  two  days  in  six,  and  that  borrowed  of  the 
habitants.  But  with  respect  to  Bread,  I  expect  we  shall  have  a 
Mill  going  in  six  days.  A  purchasing  Commissary  may  purchase 
near  enough  Wheat  at  this  place  to  supply  thp  Ganrisonj  Gapt 
Schott  will  be  able  to  inform  further. 

I  am  sir, 

your  mo.  Obtt.  Ser*, 

ZEBU"  BUTLER,  Col-  Com*. 
Dtreetedf 

Presid'  of  the  Board  of  War. 


603  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABGHIYBJS  1780. 
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C.  WiftTZ  TO  Paxs.  Bebo^  1780. 

Luearter,  Novem'  S^,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  reoeived  a  Letter  firom  Cept*  Habky,  and  alio  am  bm 
John  Weitielli  A.  C.  of  lasaes  at  Saaborj,  requesting  om  ia  th 
moat  preaiing  Terms  to  forward  them  a  supply  of  BeS^  otkemi 
the  men  will  be  obliged  to  leaye  their  Stations :  as  I  have  no  ericB 
for  the  sapplj  of  that  Poet  I  beg  joa  will  be  pkaaed  to  iolBni 
me  by  the  very  first  Opportonity  how  I  am  to  act  leaJMeting  tka 
same.  In  order  that  there  may  not  be  too  mat  n  Delay  I  baie 
sent  out  to  parehase  Oattle  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Gonnty,  so  tist 
they  may  be  handy  to  the  Frontien  and  speedily  forwiidsd  If 
Conncil  think  it  adTiseable. 

I  hare  the  Honor 

to  be  Sir,  y  most  Ob* 

&  Tory  Ham.  Serv*, 

CHRISTIAN  WIBTZ,  G.  P.  L  0. 

Dtreetedf 

(Public.) 

His  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Presid*  of  the  SUte  of  PeaB*| 
Philadelphia. 

John  Wbitzbl  to  Major  C.  Wiktz,  1780. 

Sunbuiy.  Noyr.  3d.  1780. 
Sir: 

The  Militia  are  arrived  here  &  no  Cattle  at  this  poet,  nor  is  then 
any  Likely  hood  of  getting  any,  unless  we  get  them  from  you.  I 
would  therefore  beg  that  you  would  do  all  in  your  power  to  forwiid 
some  as  soon  as  possible ;  if  you  have  any  Liquor  please  to  forward 
some,  as  we  have  not  had  one  drop  here  these  Six  Months. 

I  am  your 

most  Obed'  ser*, 

JN.  WEITZBL,  A.  C.  of  P. 

Directed^ 

Publick. 

Maj'  Christ"  Wcrtz,  Com^  of  Purch»,  Lancaster. 
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Col.  Ephraim  Blaine  to  Pres.  IIekd,  1780. 

Philad*.  9th  Norember.  1780. 

.rlunptone  thousand  Head  of  Cattle  to  Slaogfater  for  Barrelliiij^ 

fid  wint  •  auffieient  qoantity  of  Salt  immediately  for  that  pnrpoee; 

m  additidii  to  the  above,  three  thousand  Bushels  will  be  absMiitely 

MOMaaty  to  Supply  the  Posts  in  this  State  and  Jersey  without  ft 

teDMDt'a  delay. 

Tour  Ezeellency  will  please  to  remember  that  Counoil  was 
infonned  of  the  reduoed  State  of  our  Magazines  some  time  ago,  & 
the  neleaaity  there  was  of  laying  in  a  Supply  of  Salt  I  now  take 
the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  I  have  no  other  remedy  but  by 
applying  to  you  &  Council  for  an  immediate  Supply  of  that  neces- 
sary Article.  The  Season  being  so  far  advanced  will  admit  of  no 
delay  as  the  Cattle  are  daily  loosing  Beef. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  the  Pennsylvania  Line  with  some  others 
of  the  -Army  will  be  Cantooncd  upon  the  Communication  between 
Corryel's  Ferry  k  North  River  the  ensuing  Winter. — In  Order  to 

Kent  sueh  distresses  as  they  experienced  going  into  Quarters  last 
r  for  want  of  necessary  Subsistence,  a  Maeazino  of  Flour  and 
some  Beef  ought  to  be  laid  in  at  Trenton  £  Easton  before  tho 
severity  of  the  Winter ;  have  therefore  to  request  your  Excellency 
ft  Council  to  adopt  sueh  Measures  as  will  throw  in  a  supply  of  the 
Provisions  required  from  this  State  to  answer  tho  above  purpose, 
without  which  ic  will  bo  impossible  to  secure  a  regular  Supply  for 
them. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

very  respectfully  your  Excelleuc/s 

most  Obt.  &  very  llblc.  Servt., 

EPII.  BLAINE,  C.  0.  P. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esquire,  Present. 


Resolutions  of  Conqress,  1780. 

In  Congress,  Nov'  10th,  1780. 

The  board  of  Admiralty  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  Ist, 
from  the  Minister  of  Franco,  setting  forth  the  several  inconveuien- 
eiea  resulting  from  the  abuse  the  British  make  of  papers  or  clear- 
ances they  take  in  American  prizes,  delivered  in  a  report,  whereupon 

Besolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  Govemora 
or  Presidents  of  the  several  States  who  grant  Commissions  for 
private  Vesseb  of  War,  that  on  the  back  of  the  Commission  there 
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be  inserted  a  minute  description  of  the  persons  of  the  Captain  tid 
his  Lieatenanty  with  their  age,  statnrey  oomplexiooy  fte.,  rapcetiTdj 
oertified  by  the  Ooyemor  or  president  under  hia  seal  of  Office. 

That  where  Commiasionsi  oommonly  called  letters  of  Haxque  nd 
reprisals,  are  granted  to  armed  Vessels  going  on  mereaotile  ▼ojsm 
the  Master  uid  his  Chief  Mate  be  reqnved  to  mdeisiga  vm 
dearanoes  in  the  nresenoe  of  the  Naval  Officer  of  the  port  ilbo  k 
also  to  insert  on  the  back  of  the  clearance  a  minute  dasenptiqB  d 
the  persons  of  the  Master  and  his  Mate,  with  tbc^  ags^  slaftvi^ 
eom^exion,  &c.^  respectiyelji  and  to  certify  the  tame  uadfr  Ui 
ngnature  &  seal  of  Office. 

Extract  firom  the  minutes, 

OHA.  THOMSON^  Se^j* 


H.  Osier  (French  Yiob  Cohsul)  xo  Prb8.  fino,  1710. 

Philadelphie  le  10  9^  im 
Monsieur  I 

J^ai  rhonneur  de  vous  informeri  que  les  Batimens  du  Boi  Vbr 
t^ressant,  et  la  Marie  Fran9ai8ey  sent  au  moment  de  partir  ftiam 
zendre  k  Tarm^,  aveo  ohacun,  un  chargement  de  proYiaonsnoi- 
tionn^  auz  deux  £tats  ci-joints  certifii^s  de  moi;  et  que  poorpos- 
Toir  mettre  2l  la  Toille,  ils  ont  besoin  d'une  permission  de  I'honoiilik 
Conscil  supreme,  quo  je  prends  la  liberty  de  solliciter  auprdfl  dt 
Totre  Excellence. 

Je  suis  avec  un  tr^  parfait  respect^ 

Monsieur, 

Votre  trte  humble  et  tr^ 

ob^issant  serYiteur 

OSTEB. 

A  Son  Excellence  Monsieur  le  Prudent  Reed. 


Col.  Timothy  PicKERiNay  Q.  M.  G.,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Camp  Totowa,  Nov  12, 1780. 
Sir, 

Col"  Moylan's  renment  of  light  dragoons  being  under  marehiog 
orders  for  Winter  Quarters,  and  the  upper  pAr£  of  Lancaster  constj 
being  judged  the  most  eligible  for  tne  purpose,  I  haTe  written  to 
Col.  Philip  Marsteller,  Assistant  Quarter  Master  tot  that  counC?,  to 
use  his  eodeaTours  to  procure  both  forage  and  quarters  for  then- 
This  I  am  aware  must  be  a  work  of  difficulty,  as  no  maga&nei  ai« 

*  Bee  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  648. 
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d  and  we  are  destitate  of  money.  The  farmen  I  fetr  will  not 
■t  t«  ftuniak  Miher  cjnerten  or  fSonge  from  an  epprehenaion 
ka  day  of  payment  will  be  very  distint.  Yet  the  horses  must 
ipported.    I  mentioned  the  obrioos  oonseqnenoe— that  tho 

SI  mnst  (as  they  have  done  in  Jersey  during  the  present 
^)  provide  for  themselves.  Nevertheless  I  have  urgied  hia 
f .  all  other  means  peaoeably  to  obtain  what  is  indispensably 
pki^*  A  oopy  of  my  letter  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  ineloao. 
I  feqoest  your  Exeellenoy's  interposition  to  eanse  every  neoes- 
liristanee  to  be  gj^^n  to  Col"  Harsteller  &  to  all  other  quarter 
at  In  the  State  alike  circnmstanoed. 

K  Moylan  has  at  present  about  a  hundred  and  seventy  dragoon 

ii    Many  of  these  are  quite  unfit  for  servieoy  and  will  be 

d  ^er  to  the  quarter  masters  for  waggon  and  ridiuff  horses 

iwmited.    Should  his  regiment  be  completed  he  will  want  a 

Bumber  of  horses  to  mount  his  recruits — probably  two  hun- 

Theee  I  hate  not  the  smallest  prospect  of  being  able  to  pur- 

•     And  as  tho  regiment  is  assigned  to  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 

•■  a  part  of  its  quota,  I  am  naturally  led  to  your  Exoellency 

patron.     You  are  so  perfectly  acquainted  with  tho  condition 

^pnUio  finances  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  observe,  that  if  tho 

imt  be  not  furnished  with  horses  by  means  provided  by  tho 

,  it  musty  at  the  opening  of  the  next  campaigUi  take  the  field 

ot 

I  have  the  honour 

to  be  with  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  roost  obed*  servant, 

TIM.  PICKERING,  Q.  M.  G.* 

dec/, 

'ablic  service.) 

in-  Ezeellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  tho  State  of 
lajlvania. 

rser?| 

mi  Nov.  17»  1780.    Nov.  20  Referred  to  Mr.  J.  Smith  &  Mr. 
tkoop. 

«  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  645. 
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Piles,  of  CoNaBisg  lo  Pbbs.  Biau>,  1780. 

Ckcvbr. 

PhiladelpbiA,  Novembev  13;  178(L 
Sir, 

OoDgress  haTiog  reoeivcd  lalbrinadoD  from  tbe  QononiUe  tti 
Hiniflter  of  France  of  InjoonTenieiieies  A  Injvries  received  bjop 
Allies,  reaalting  from  the  abuse  tbe  British  make  of  P«^^4 
GlearanocB  tbej  take  ia  American  Priaes;,  by  peraonating  ihp  Oion 
&  ComfDanders  named  in  snoh  Papers,  being  fully  acqjoaiiiU^  ^ 
the  Langaase  &,  Manners  of  our  Officers  &  Seameii|  &o* 

In  Compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Hiniatev  dT  FrsBce^  Coir 
gress  ha?e  adopted  the  enclosed  lesolntion  in  order  to  detect  nA 
Abases  in  future ;  and  I  am  to  request  your  Ezoellency^a  AtteatM 
to  the  necessary  Measurea  for  carrying  the  same  into  effest^l 
Execution.* 

I  have  tho  Honor  to  be    . 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obcdrent  sennui^ 

SAM.  HUNTINGT017,  PnjddanL* 

Directed f 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  PenmaylfiiBia. 


BfiY.  Pbtbr  Millbb  to  Prss.  Reed,  1780. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  President 

Sir, 

The  Bearer  hereof,  John  Rein,  employed  me  to  proeme  hni  ii 
access  to  your  Favour.  The  Proceedings  of  GoTemment  have  eos- 
vinc'd  me  that  tbe  Intention  is  to  make  every  Individual  happj; 
moved  by  this  I  recommend  him  with  all  due  Submission  for  meroji 
as  having  already  paid  dear  enough  for  his  Folly,  and  irisli  besi^ 
that  God  and  the  Father  of  mercy  would  strengthen  your  BsDcd- 
lency  in  your  arduous  Task. 

In  which  Sense  I  remain 

your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

PETEB  MILLER. 

Ephrata,  the  15th  of  Nov.  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Roc.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  543. 
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Col.  Rioh'd  Butlbb  to  Fres.  Bxed,  lt80. 

Gamp  Totowty  No?'  11th,  1780. 

f 

[ft  giTes  me  pain  to  Repeat  ApplicationB  for  the  same  thing.  I 
ft  wrote  the  Board  of  War  several  times,  And  Once  before  this 
ftnar  Excellency  &  Council  on  the  same  subject  to  no  Purpose ; 
r  imot  of  a  Regalar  mode  being  made  Pnblick  to  the  Amj  for 
i  Partioolar  boisiness  may  bo  the  Canse  of  some  tia«ble  aM  di»- 
Bomtment. 

I  always  understood  that  an  Application  &  Recommendation  to 
I  Sapreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  was  Requisite  for  the 
vpointment  of  Officers  in  the  first  InstancCi  th'is  I  have  always 
W^  bat  till  latteraUv  knew  not  that  Similar  Application  must  bo 
de  in  the  Case  of  Regimental  Promotion  after  the  First  Apptm^, 
irever,  this  I  have  lately  been  told  by  the  board  of  war,  &  took 
I.  Kberty  to  Address  your  Excellency  k  Gouneil  the  2d  Inst^  by 
ft  hand  of  Col.  Johnston,  who  Informs  me  the  6th  Inst*  that  all 
MS-  ^plioatioBB  must  Come  through  the  Chanel  of  A  General 
leer ;  it  never  was  a  pain  to  me  to  acquiesce  in  any  Rule  that 
B  adopted.  At  the  same  time  I  Cannot  help  tl^inking  it  a  kind  of 
rtriction  on  the^Hon'  &  Dignity  of  an  Officer  Intrusted  with  the 
arge  &  Command  of  a  llcg*,  to  find  his  Certificate  of  so  little 
nsequence  that  it  cannot  be  Credited  in  this  Case. 
It  must  also  Render  an  officer  the  less  diligent  in  searching  for 
DdBg  gentlemen  to  fill  Vacancies,  when  he  finds  such  obstacles  in 
)  way  of  their  Promotion,  As  it  is  much  Easier  for  him  to  Comm^ 
tat  is  put  in  by  government  than  to  Subject  himself  to  an  Opinion 
It  it  is  doing  him  an  obligation  to  find  good  servants  for  the  Pub* 
ky  It  is  also  attended  with  III  Consiquences  to  keep  the  Promo- 
US  back,  as  it  sours  the  mind  of  young  Gentlemen  who  know  they 
I  Intitled  to  higher  Rank  than  they  bear  &  Cannot  obtain  it  with- 
t  great  Difficulty  &  is  often  the  Cause  of  Complaint  &  Reflection 
,  the  Comd«  officer  of  the  Reg*. 

I  am  thus  Explicit  not  through  Chagrin  or  disappointm*  on  my 

II  Account,  but  because  I  see  the  service  like  to  suffer  by  the  loss 
aodae  worthy  &  brilliant  young  officers  who  have  no  other  motive 

r  remaining  than  their  wish  to  serve  their  Country  and  to  acquiro 
n'  to  themselves. 

I  again  do  myself  the  honour  to  Transmit  your  Excellency  & 
yrtDeil  the  Exact  state  of  the  offioera  of  my  RegS  Certified  by 
meral  Wayne,  &  hope  this  will  Remove  the  difficulty  that  has 
tended  the  Promotion  of  Ensig"  Smith,  who  is  an  excellent  young 
ioery  &  has  serv'  the  Campaign  with  great  CleTcmess.  The  other 
ioer  (En»g"  M*'Knight)  has  been  but  a  short  time  in  service,  there* 


608  PENNSTLYANU  ABCHIYBS  IWL 

fore  think  in  jostioo  to  other  Enngns  in  the  anny  his  lienteniaey 
may  with  Propriety  be  Prolong'. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great 

Bespect  yonr  Ezoellency's  most  obed<  Hbl  St^i 

RICH'  BUTLER,  Go>  9th 

Penns*  B/dg. 

Direetedp 

Publiek  Seryioe. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqaire,  Prerid*  of  the  Stats  d 
Penns^  Philad\ 


Col.  Sam'  Miles  to  Pbes.  Rsed,  1780. 

Pbilad%  Nov  16th,  1780. 

Sir, 

When  I  wrote  to  yonr  Ezoelleney  a  few  days  ago*  for  pemiH 
to  pnrebase  Hay,  I  apprehended  it  lay  with  Conneil  to  grant 
Liberty,  bnt  that  not  ,being  the  case,  I  haye  requested  Mr.  Debani 
to  wait  npon  the  Hon^^*  the  Council,  &  they  would  Oblige  the  VbV 
lie  by  appointing bim  to  purohase  Hay,  he  will  doit  without ehaigii| 
the  state  any  Commission. 

I  am  your  Excellencies 

most  obed*  Humble  Serv*i 

SAM.  MILES,  D.  Q.  M. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  Presid*  of  Pcnnsy*. 


Resolution  of  Council,  1780. 

Col.  Milq/si,  D.  Q.  Master,  having  represented  to  this  Board  Uisk 
tho  present  stock  of  Hay  will  be  insufficient  for  Continental  Use  Cor 
the  Winter,  &  having  requested  in  order  to  obviate  Diflknltitf 
arising  from  the  Law  that  Peter  Dehaven  might  be  appointed  to 
procure  an  additional  Quantity,  he  charging  the  State  no  Commiik 
sion. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  appointed  a  Commissioner  for  the  Pnrehsss 
of  Hay  only. 

«  See  page  GOO. 


nnnrsiLTAKiA  akchites  iTsa        6M 

Pkis.  B»d  to  Pkks.  or  GoHaRXSs,  1780. 

■ 

I  a  former  Ooouioa  I  had  the  Honoar  to  addrew  yon  oa  the 
irtaftioa  of  Provinont  from  the  State  of  Delaware*  while  the 
am  from  thia  Port  was  rigorooalj  ohaervcd.  If  the  Flour  ao 
rtM  waa  the  Produoe  of  the  State  of  Delaware  it  would  be  of 
Conaequenoe,  but  it  ia  well  knows  that  muoh  the  greater  Part 
mm  Exportai  prohablv  fonr  fifUu,  are  the  Produoe  of  Pennajl- 
^  Thia  Conduct  ia  the  more  extraordinary  aa  the  Commiaaary 
informa  na  that  State  haa  not  fumiahed  a  aingle  Barrell  of  the 
ititf  required  by  Congreas — ^The  Injury  done  to  the  Trade  (d 
Plaee  aa  well  aa  to  the  Snpply  of  the  Army  will  not  permit  ua 
hoger  to  be  unoonoemed  Speotatora,  &  Gongreaa  muat  be  too 
fc  reaaonable  to  expect  a  Eeetriction  to  be  obserred  here  which 
tenda  to  diatreaa  this  State  without  any  puUio  Benefit — ^There 
iz  or  seven  Vessels  belonging  to  thia  City  now  loading  at  Wil- 
pofOf  in  the  Delaware  State.  Supplies  designed  for  the  Army  & 
Uj'paid  for  by  thia  State  are  diverted  from  their  destination,  ao 
unless  some  more  efficacious  method  to  enforce  the  Becom- 
la^ons  of  Congress  in  this  Respect  can  be  adopted  we  aee  no 
^t  of  affording  any  farther  Supply  to  the  Army. 
nnst  also  beg  Leave  to  observe  to  your  Exoelk  that  the  Con- 
aoa  of  the  Embargo  in  this  State  entirely  dependa  on  the  Ob- 
ftion  of  similar  Restrictions  in  the  adjoining  States,  so  that  ws 
be  obliged  in  a  very  short  time  to  revoke  our  Prohibition  unless 
Feotual  Remedy  can  be  speedily  obtained. 

I  have  the  Honour,  &c. 


Pbss.  Bbed  to  Assembly,  1780. 

be  Treasurers  of  Chester  &  York  not  having  furnished  me  with 
itates  of  their  respective  offices  till  yesterday  added  to  the  neces- 
attention  I  am  obliged  to  pay  to  current  Business  will  I  fear 
a  it  difficult  to  prepare  the  written  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
liry  into  the  Police  &  Affairs  of  the  state  so  soon  as  I  could  wish 
i  il  may  be  necessary  for  the  Information  of  the  House.  But  I 
1  after  a  little  Conference  with  the  other  Oentleman  &  a  Revisal 
lia  Notes  &  Papers  make  a  verbal  Communication  which  might 
f  some  service  to  the  Hon.  House  at  this  time  &  I  could  then 
I  aocurately  state  it  in  writing  at  more  Leisure.  If  this  is  aoccp- 
I  to  the  House  we  shall  be  ready  to  wait  on  them  any  Day  next 
k  on  previous  Notice,  except  Monday  on  which  day  the  Council 
nvited  to  dine  with  the  Minister  of  France.  I  have  the  Honour 
)  with  great  Respect. 

Sir,  your  Obed  &  very 

Hbblc  Scr7. 
«  See  pages  10,  229,  2C6. 
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Gamp  at  Totoway^  Noremb^  U^,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  a  Bednetion  of  the  Begiments  belonging  to  the  atate  of  Peoii 
ayWania  is  soon  to  take  place,  bj  which  several  officera  wiR  be  obligBi 
to  go  oat,  bat  tor  whom  half  pay  is  reserved  and  some  other  advii> 
tages,  we  beg  leave  to  mention  to  vonr  Excellency  the  ease  of  i 
number  of  Gentlemen  who,  havinj;  been  prisoners  with  the  eneiif, 
and  onfy  lately  exchanged,  will  be  m  the  same  sitnation  as  those  WM 
will  be  reduced  with  respect  to  the  being  obliged  to  leave  the  araj, 
no  vaoancys  in  consequence  of  former  Incorporations,  beinff  left  to 
which  they  can  now  succeed  but  who  seem  not  to  be  entitled  by  lb 
terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  Beward  allowed  to  the  otben. 
This  we  conceive  to  have  happened  thro'  accident  or  inadverteoce; 
for  we  cannot  imagine  it  could  be  intended  to  add  the  mortification 
of  having  their  services  and  sufierings  overlooked  to  the  Miseriei  of 
a  long  and  rigorous  Captivity. 

We  are  very  sensible  of  the  Desire  your  Excellency  has  slwiji 
manifested  to  save  the  Gentlemen  in  that  unfortunate  predicameat 
and  the  attention  you  have  paid  to  their  rights,  which  has  led  u  to 
give  you  the  trouble  of  this  at  this  time,  and  to  refer  Major  Mamy 
who  will  deliver  il,  particularly  to  you ;  certain  that,  if  thoy  er  to 
have  mistaken  the  sense  of  Congresi,  you  will  put  us  to  rights,  tad 
if  otherwise  that  you  will  use  your  influence  that  Justice  may  he  dose 
them  by  procuring  them  to  be  put  on  the  same  foot  as  the  otkr 
reduced  officers. 

Wc  arc  with  the  utmost  Respect  Sir, 

You  most  obedient  Humble  Serv*. 

A'.  S«.  CLAIR,  M.  G».» 
Ja-  Chambers,  Col.  Ant'y  Wayne,  B.  G. 

1  P.  Regt.  W.  Stewart,  Col«. 

George  Tudor,  JVIajor  2**  R'. 

5^^  Penn.  Reg*.  Wm.  Butler,  1/  Col-  (W 

J.  Moore,  Major  4*^  Penn*  &e^. 

!•*  Pen.  Rcg«.  Sam.  Hay,  L*  Oo^. 

T.  Robinson,  L*  Co«.  10**  P.  R. 

1-'  Pea^  Reg.  James  Hamilton,  Hsjor 

Caleb  North,  L<  CoL  2^*  Beg*. 

T.  Craig,  Colonel  W.  Alexander,  Major 

3-  P.  Reg*.  S'*  Penn-  Beg«. 

Fra".  Johnston,  Colonel  J.  Talbot,  Major 

6»^  P.  Regiment.  6'»»  P.  R. 

Jos.  Harmai;  L*  CoL  Ad«  Hubley,  J'  Gd*  CoiH 

7**  P.  B.  1P»  P.  B*. 

P.  Mentges,  L^  CoL 
6«'  P.  Beg* 

Directeif, — ^His  Excellency,  Governor  Beed. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  546,  550. 
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BXC'T.  lilTLAOK  TO  DaVID  FaANKfl,   1780. 

Ph^idelphi*,  Novem' 18th,  1780. 

diieoted  to  inclose  yoa  m  pais  for  jounelf  aad  daugbter  to 
CEtj  of  New  York.  Tho  Oounoil  are  mooh  aurpriied  that  yoa 
^jremain  in  thia  oitj,  and  hope  that  joa  will  immediately  depart 
kitaley  agreeable  to  dieir  late  order,  otherwise  measorea  will  be 
m  to  eompel  yoa  to  eomply  with  the  same. 

I  am  Sir, 

'  ^  Your  very  Humble  serv't. 

(Signed,)  JAMES  TRIMBLK* 

for  T.  Matlack|  Sec^. 

fo  M'  David  Franks. 


.-« 


Prsb.  Rbsd  to  Board  of  War,  1780. 


f 

[  daly  received  your  favour  of  the  7*^  Inst,  inclosing  CoT. 
dersf  Letter  &  do  avow  the  stopping  Provisions  parchascd  in  tho 
BBtiea  of  Lancaster  York  &  Cumberland  with  the  Money  of  this 
ke  destined  for  the  Garrison  at  Wyoming ;  the  measure  has  been 
Hwved  unanimously  in  the  Council,  is  pleasing  to  the  Assembly 
bonded  on  a  general  Representation  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
mtier  Counties  of  the  State  and  for  the  Measure  I  beg  Leave  to 
iffo  the  following  Reasons. 

nral  tho  Post  at  Wyoming  is  not  In  any  Respect  interesting  to  tho 
lied  States  ft  ean  only  he  considered  as  holding  Possession  of 
rrilory  disputed  between  this  State  and  that  of  Connecticut  ft  that 
sr  the  latter  has  expressly  declined  submittiuff  the  Dispute  to 
ieable  Settlement  by  Congress  agreeable  to  the  Terms  of  Confed- 
tion. 

Secondly. — ^The  very  great  abuses  that  have  been  practised  at 
it  Post  where  Provisions  have  been  issued  to  Settlers  under  the 
nomination  of  Soldiers  ft  any  other  Species  of  Encouragement 
tm  to  Persons  to  settle  in  direct  ViolBtion  of  the  Resolution  of 
ngress  of  1775  to  which  we  aver  no  Regard  has  ever  been  paid. 
Ihirdly.— Wo  think  it  unreasonable  that  we  should  have  the  Sup- 
rt  of  a  Post  thrown  upon  us  not  only  hostile  in  its  first  formation 
t  eontinued  so  ever  since  under  the  Command  of  Continental  Offi- 
«  who  have  seldom  done  duty,  &  are  personally  interested  in  the  land 
OoDtroversy  taking  every  measure  daring  the  Dispute  to  establish 

*  See  Col.  Roc,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  &I7.  t  ^^  V^«^  ^1* 
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their  olaims  and  extend  their  Settlement  for  we  Are  antheriied  to  my 
that  every  Offioer  (a  small  Party  of  the  German  Regem*.  eietpted  v)m 
elaim  to  be  of  this  State  &  are  detained  there  Contrary  to  o«  De- 
sires) is  a  Claimant  of  Lands  under  the  Gonneetieat  Title  k  ibi 
tho  Commisnoned  as  Continental  Officers  have  never  done  thai 
months  Duty  in  the  Continental  Army  since  the  Contest  be«n. 

Foarthlv.— Thb  Post  in  a  militaiy  View  can  be  eonalsisd  h 
no  other  hght  than  forming  a  Barrier  against  the  Savagei  wUk 
Bpeeies  of  Defence  has  generally  been  deemed  a  duty  <yf  Im  Stall  A 
Congress  have  for  a  long  time  ecHued  to  give  the  State  any  AmiataMi 
we  maintain  Sundry  Posts  of  this  nature  on  the  Frontier  ft  if  te 
necticut  does  not  cbuse  to  do  the  same  Pennsylvania  will  in  thii  li* 
stance  ease  the  United  States  of  this  Expenoe  by  paying  a  Gl^ 
rison  &  Supporting  it  at  the  Charge  of  this  State  only. 

We  acknowledge  Gen.  Washiogton  in  his  Enumeration  of  tk 
Posts  to  be  supplied  from  this  State  mentioned  Wyoming  but  m 
we  apprehend  he  is  not  fully  acquainted  with  the  Cireumstanees  d 
Wyoming  &  has  since  withdrawn  all  the  Continental  Troops  fron  the 
Defence  of  our  Frontier  we  are  persuaded  he  is  too  just  &  reanoi* 
ble  to  expect  we  should  wholly  support  a  Poet  on  a  Frontier  elaiaed 
by  another  State  while  we  are  leflb  alone  to  defend  ourselves. 

Fifthly. — We  are  well  assured  that  the  Produco  of  the  Settle 
ment  at  Wyoming  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  supply  withont  driv- 
ing it  at  such  a  distance  but  the  Inhabitants  do  not  ohnae  to  fwuiik 
the  Gkirrison  while  it  can  be  drawn  from  the  Countien  below  neil^f 
without  expense  or  Charge  to  them  or  giving  Congrea  a  Crsdit 

Sixthly.— The  Distress  of  the  Post  at  Suubury  ft  iU  D«pBd» 
cies  where  we  are  obliged  to  have  a  Garrison  of  200  men  in  a  Genl^ 
00  desolate  that  it  does  not  afford  a  subsistence  to  the  few  wietshil 
Inhabitants  loft  there.  By  the  Commissaries  mentioned  in  OiL 
Butlers  letter  the  State  Commissaries  are  to  be  understood,  of  wksm  it 
seems  reasonably  expected  they  should  supply  their  own  State  InL 

These  are  the  Reasons  which  have  induced  the  Authority  of  lUi 
State  to  interfere  ft  stay  the  Provisions  referred  to  in  your  Letter  ft 
we  doubt  not  they  will  prove  fully  satisfiustory. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  he,  &c. 


RESiaNATION  OF  J.  D.  SSBOEANT  ESQ.   1780. 

Phikdelphia,  Nov.  20, 17S0. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  is  my  Commission*  as  Attorney  G*.  which  I  beg  leave 
to  resirn.  -^ 

At  the  same  Time  that  I  acknowledge  the  highest  obligatioiis  to 
the  Government,  I  hope  they  will  do  me  the  Justioo  to  believe  thst 
I  have  at  heart  endeavoured  to  serve  them  with  Kdelity  in  Times 

*  See  it  below. 
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r  mora  Difficulty  thtn  there  is  Reason  to  expect  they  will  meet 
ith  tgaiii. 

The  Office  I  have  held  is  fatiguing  especially  as  there  is  very  little 
««n4  to  Gumpensaia  the  I^MQur.  I  think  it  would  promote  the 
■Uiok  Service  if  the  Legislature  were  to  increase  toe  Fees  on 
ifiotmeiita.  At  present  they  are  such  as  are  faardlv  worth  collectingi 
if  ny  Soocessory  who  ever  he  may  be,  will  find  himself  tempt^ 
f  %  Ihort  Time,  rather  to  wbh  to  avoid  the  Business  than  to  meet 
."itith  cheerfulness  if  some  thing  be  not  done. 
'JTliope  ever  to  avoid  the  shameful  inconsisteney  of  being  drawn 
m  any  kind  of  opposition  to  a  Cause,  which  I  have  had  the  Honour 
r^jSQtributing  to  support ; — and  therefore  anv  little  Asustanee  I 
My  jha  iible  to  affprdf  to  my  Successor*  or  to  the  Government  may 
|^4«ponded  upon. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Tour  Excellency's 

most  Obed'.  ft  very  Hh*»«.  Serv*. 

JONA  D.  SERGEANT. 

T^  Exoell^.  Preside  Seed. 

SiuiMKSiON  OF  J.  D.  Sergeant  kow  Surrendered,  1777. 

In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  FreemeQ  of  the  Com- 
lon  Wealth  of  Penmylviuua  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
ha  nid  Common  WeaUh. 

To  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant  Esquire  Greeting. 

We  reposine  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity  pm* 
bnee  and  a^Uty  have  appointed  yon  the  said  Jonathan  Dickinaon 
iorgeant  to  be  Attorney  General  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  You 
aw  ihereforCj  by  these  presents,  commissioned  to  be  Attorney  Gen- 
ml  of  the  said  State  }  to  have,  hold  exorcise,  and  enjoy  the  office  of 
Itlomey  General  of  the  state  aforesaid  in  as  large  and  ample 
Banner  as  any  Attorney  General  hath  held,  or  of  r^ht  ought  to 
llivd  held  and  enjoyed  the  same  ;  with  all  the  rights,  salaries,  fees, 
^Mts,  priviledges  and  emoluments  thereunto  belonging  or  in  any- 
Kflse  appertaining.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  ssal 
dl  Hhe  said  Common- Wealth  to  be  here  unto  affixed. 
'  Given  at  Lancaster  this  first  day  of  November  anno  domini  one 
Amuand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  seven. 

THOS.  WHARTON,  Jr.  Prest 

Attest 
T.  MATLACK,  Secy. 

•  -Sntolled  in  the  Rolls  office  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in 
ElfHBmission  ft  letter  of  Attorney  Book  No.  1.  pacre  01,  the  7th  day 
af  June  1779.  Certified  under  my  hand  ft  seal  of  office  this  7lh 
Jme,  779.  JOHN  MORRIS,  Jr.,  Mag.  Rot 

*  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  :!^II.,  p.  548.    He  was  raoceeded  by  Wm.  Bradfbrd, 
Jr.y  'Baq.,  Nov.  28, 1780.— Bee  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  Mk 
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Charlie  Pettit  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  20th  Nov.  178a 

Sir, 

I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to  give  yoor  Excellenoy  the  reqaiate 
information  respecting  the  Debts  me  from  the  Quarter  Maiten  9^ 
partment  at  Easton  ;  but  at  present  it  is  not.  I  have  freqnentlj  t 
for  many  months  past  called  upon  GoL  Hooper  for  such  acoouati 
have  from  time  to  time  been  led  to  expect  I  should  reoeiye  it; 
some  oirouDistanocs  of  accounts  yet  remaining  unsettled  haTiBf 
been  made  the  ground  of  delay.  I  am  again,  by  a  circular  letter  in 
pressing  terms  calliog  on  all  the  Deputies  for  returns  of  the  Debti 
they  owe,  &  will  write  particularly  to  the  late  Deputy  at  the  Post  of 
Eaaton  for  his.  In  the  mean  time  if  he  or  any  one  under  him  liu 
shewn  any  disrespect,  tbo  it  should  be  far  short  of  contempt,  to 
Your  Excellency  or  the  Government  over  which  you  preside  I  havs 
not  a  wish  even  to  extenuate  his  fault  or  to  screen  him  from  JoitiM^ 
on  the  contrary  should  rejoice  that  he  might  be  made  to  repeot  rf 
his  Folly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedt.hnm.  Serrt. 

GHAS.  PSTTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State. 


Pees.  Reed  to  Minister  op  Franob,  1780. 

Sir, 

.  I  was  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  Favour  this  evening  npot 
the  Affairs  of  Mr.  Holker.  After  the  Gonvenation  last  Eveniai 
with  Mr.  Marbois  I  did  not  intend  to^have  troubled  you  farther  wilk 
so  delicate  &  disagreeable  a  Subject,  &  especially  as  I  now  find  Mr. 
Uoiker  does  not  stand  in  the  same  Dependanoe  on  your  Exoelk  u 
on  your  Predecessor.  A  futher  Discussion  of  thia  Subject  woald 
exceed  the  Limits  of  a  Letter  &  would  if  necessary  be  more  proper 
for  a  Gonversation.  I  am  so  unhappy  as  to  differ  from  your  Exodl' 
in  the  propriety  in  troubling  the  American  Minister  with  a  Matter 
of  particular  &  not  general  Goncern,  &  think  Dr.  Franklin  might 
well  excuse  himself  from  acting  in  the  Detail  of  particular  Stale — 
As  Mr.  Holker  has  been  returned  for  some  Time  k  has  not  thought 
proper  to  offer  any  Explanations  I  do  not  oonceive  it  my  duty  to 
seek  them,  in  this  he  is  quite  consistent,  as  it  is  a  fresh  Proof  of  the 
Estimation  in  which  he  holds  the  Authority  of  Pennsylvania — If 
such  Gonduct  shall  be  found  to  conciliate  the  AffiMtion  of  the  People- 
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liflft  to  hisGoantry  ft  to  promote  the  iDtenets  of  the  Alliaooe 
)  him  .a  vtefol  aooepUbU  Oflkory  I  shaQ  be  happj  to  acknowi- 
j  Mistake. 

I  am,  Sifi 

^ ; .  jour  ObecL  Hbble  Berr. 

k 

:Not.  20thy  His  Ezos'  the  President^  to  His  Exes'  the  Hiais- 
femee. 


David  Franks  to  Pbss.  Bbbd,  1780. 


.;i 


DoDtents  of  the  Letter  whereof  the  inoloeed  is  a  Copy  reo'd 
iii^aT  last  gave  me  deep  Gonoem.  After  the  InaulfleDoo 
me  bj  GouDoif  on  acoouDt  of  my  Indisposition  I  should  be 
dy  ungrateful  to  trespass  beyond  its  Limits, 
krm  has  eontinued  and  yet  is  in  a  high  state  of  Inflamatiooy 
•isarily  dress'd  daily.  This  principally ; — the  unsettled  state 
libirs,  ft  the  want  of  the  passport  added  has  ooeasioned  the 

g:  apprehensive  that  a  report  raised  and  oirculated  that  I 
ireeuted  the  Gurrency  by  purchase  of  Specie  may  have  given 
prejudice  against  me  with  the  Hon'ble  Gouncil,  as  the  best 
le  in  inv  power  of  the  falsity  of  the  Teport|  I  inclose  my  affi- 
I  that  Subject 

rrfng  that  the  pass  is  only  for  myself  and  danghteri  and 
1^  in  the  Slightest  degree  to  violate  it,  I  must  beg  to  trouble 
zeellency  to  nave  it  extended  to  a  Servant  WomaOi  and  my 
ry^JBaggage  ft  that  I  may  be  allowed  till  Thursday  for  my 

lave  the  Honor  to  be  with  Respect 

your  Excellency's 

moet  obedient  Serv% 


r-  - 


DAVID  FRANKS.* 


d*,  21"'  Novem',  1780. 

2. 

seUency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq'. 

•  See  Col.  Boo.  Vol.  XII.,  p.  647,  &  p.  611  of  this. 
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DXP08ITI0V  ov  Datid  F&mtkBi  1780. 

City  of  Phihul%  bs. 

David  Franks,  of  the  Oity  of  Pbilad%  Mereht,  being  dnlj  iwon 
deposeth  &  ntith  that  he  hath  not  bj  himself  or  any  person  totti 
Knowledge  or  with  hi^  Consent  pnrohased,  exchanged  pr  baitodi 
any  Sam  or  Sams  of  Honey  in  Specie  far  or  with  paper  womji 
anjikind.  ^ 

DAVID  FRANKS. 

Sworn  Nor  20th,  1780,  Befove  me, 

BENJAMIN  PA8CHALL 


COHYKNTION  AT  HaBTFORD,   GOKV.^  TO  PbIS.  BI1D|  1788. 

Harifoid,  Nov.  22d,  1780. 
Sir, 

By  the  direction  of  the  ConTention  held  at  this  Place  I  hare  tb 
Honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  their  Proceedings  wiik  » 
Request  that  yoa  will  please  to  lay  them  before  the  LegisiatQn  of 
your  State. 

As  the  measures  we  have  recommended  tp  the  States  by  whose  i|» 
pointmentwe  met  will  depend  for  their  Efficacy  upon  theConconiM 
of  the  other  States — Wo  conceive  it  our  Duty  to  Communicate  tti* 
Immediately  in  order  that  if  they  should  be  deemed  BKi^ilJe  iiff 
might  with  the  greater  dispatph  be  carried  into  Effect. 

I  remain  with  the  most  sincere  Wishes  for  the  Success  of  0 
Common  Cause  and  the  Peace  &  Prosperity  of  our  Sister  8t^ 

your  Excellencys 

most  Obedient  servant^ 

(By  order  of  the  Convention) 

WILLIAM  BRADFORD,  Piresideai 
Directedj 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
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DitiD  Franks  to  Pres.  Rsxd,  1780. 

Wednesday  BTeniog^  22«  NoV'^  1780. 

lie  Carriage  I  had  engaged  for  m;  Journey  to  New  York  met 
i  an  accident  in  ooming  to  Town  this  Evening.  As  this  will 
^t  me  from  using  it  to  morrow,  I  think  it  my  daty  to  acquaint 
r  Bxeellenoy  with  it  immediately,  that  I  may  not  appear  to  tres- 
in  the  smallest  degree  upon  the  Indulgence  of  the  honorable 
Council.  As  I  am  in  every  other  respect  prepared  to  depart, 
unforeseen  obstruction  will  appear  to  vour  Excellency  I  hope  in 
noper  light  The  instant  the  waggon  is  put  into  travelling  order 
xmncil  may  rel^  upon  my  setting  out,  if  the  plea  for  my  present 
rddable  Belay  is  admitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  y  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most  hble  serv*, 

DAVID  FRANKS.* 

id  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq%  President. 


Prss.  Reed  to  Dayid  Franks,  1780. 

Philad*,  November  28'*,  1780. 

ff 

fipr  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  and  read  in  Council  and  I 
liiiaeted  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  Council  expect  you  will  be 
y  to  set  out  on  your  Journey  to  New  York  by  to-morrow  morn- 
ai  fiurthest  as  it  is  their  opinion  the  excuse  is  a  very  frivolous 
«nd  therefore  have  agreed  to  grant  no  further  indulgence. 


Majob  McPhsrson  to  Pees.  Beed,  1780. 


kaye  the  honor  to  address  your  Excellency,  and  the  Supreme 
BBtive  Council,  once  more,  on  the  subject  of  my  being  aoopted 
1^  State;  iny  pretensions  to  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make 
irin  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble  Council,  when  last  in 
a4e]phia,  and  wfafeh  from  the  Patronage  your  Excellency  and 
Honble  Council,  were  pleased  to  honor  me  with  on  my  arrival 
i  New  York  and  since,  I  am  led  to  believe  will  be  thought  sufR- 
t— permit  me  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Honble 


*  See  Col.  Bec.9  VoL  XII.,  p.  547. 
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Goancily  that  in  the  other  States,  Natives  holdine  Brevet  Oobvui- 
sionB;  have  been  admitted  to  pirticipate  every  advantage  ai  if  Ofi- 
cers  of  the  Line,  without  any  kind  of  diatinotion,  acvenl  iiutaiwei 
of  which  General  SL  Clair  who  does  me  the  honor  to  present  tkii 
can  inform  your  Excellency  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  most  perfect  respect 

Tour  Excellencys  most  obedient  Serv*, 

W.  MACPHERSOS. 

Camp,  2 1»»  Nov.,  1780. 

Directed^ 

His  Ezcellcnoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Stite  of 
Pconsylvauia,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Samurl  Miles  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philad-,  Nov  25**,  1780. 

Sir. 

The  procuring  of  wood  for  this  post,  is  a  matter  that  has  gim 
me  much  concern  for  some  months  past,  and  I  have  used  eteij 
means  in  my  power  to  obtain  a  certain  supply  for  the  winter,  bit 
find  it  impossible  to  do  it  without  Cash,  which  the  Public  Treasoiy 
cannot  at  present  furnish. — On  mentioning  the  difficulty  I  laboni 
under,  to  some  Gentlemen  a  few  days  ago,  I  was  informed  that  tksi 
was  a  tract  of  land  about  four  miles  from  the  City  Tfrom  whieh'tbe 
poor  were  supply'd  with  wood  last  winter,)  belonging  to  some  ptf* 
sons  in  England,  and  that  people  of  all  Complexions  were  enttiagl 
distroying  the  timber  at  their  pleasure,  no  person  have  Antiiority  li 
prevent  them ;  and  was  advised  to  apply  for  Permission  to  eat  M 
much  wood  off  this  tract  as  could  be  spared  without  Injury  to  die 
place  as  a  plantation.  If  the  Honorable  the  Council  would  be 
l>leased  to  grant  me,  in  behalf  of  the  public,  this  Authority,  I  shall 
take  all  the  care  I  can  to  prevent  frauds,  and  keep  an  exact  aooo«s( 
of  the  wood,  and  as  soon  as  money  can  be  procured  for  that  purpon^ 
pay  the  Value  to  such  person  as  shall  have  a  right  to  receive  it 

I  beg  leave  also  to  mention  to  your  Excellen<n^,  that  the  toll  far 
Crossing  the  bridge  over  Schuylkill,  from  the  depreciation  of  tbe 
money,  is  become  so  trifling,  that  the  tenant  there  asBorea  me  ft  ii 
with  difficulty  he  can  support  his  flEtmily,  arift  should  any  aeeideDk 
happen  to  the  Bridge  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  mainttti 
boats  for  any  length  of  time  at  the  present  low  rates  of  the  ferriage 
I  submit  the  propriety  of  laying  those  objeots  before  Conneil  to  yetf 
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izoellendes  Judgmenfty  ft  have  no  donbt  bat  oTery  thing  that  is 
Ijght  will  be  done. 

I  haTe  the  Honor  to  be 

yonr  Exoellenciea  moet  Obed. 

&  moet  Humble  SeiT.| 

8AM>  MILES,  D.  Q.  M., 

for  Penney*.* 
h'rfktetly 
Hie  Exoelleney  Joseph  Heed,  Esq',  President  of  Penney iTtnia. 


ilTTERS   RESPKCTINa    PbISONERS  OF   WaR   AT   NbW   ToRK. 

1780. 
Copy. 

New  York,  Nov  25, 1780. 
ir, 

Being  appointed  by  ibo  American  Officers  prisoners  of  War  on 
ong  Island  to  go  out  to  solicit  supplies  from  their  respective  states 
» discharge  the  Debts  already  contracted  by  them,  as  well  as  for 
leir  more  decent  support  duriug  their  captivity;  and  judging  it 
robable  that  it  will  bu  wore  coovenient  to  some  of  the  states  to  send 
I  produce  than  specie,  we  have  to  request  that  Permission  may  be 
wited  to  send  into  New  York  the  undermentioned  articles,  (Viz.,) 
rmin  of  all  kinds.  Flour,  Beef,  Pork,  Live  Stock,  Onions,  Lumber, 
oards,  Scantling,  Iron,  Hemp,  Pitch  &  Tar,  to  be  consiffu'd  to  such 
nbliok  agent  as  may  be  appointed,  and  disposed  of  by  him,  tbe 
onies  arising  from  the  sales  to  be  applied  as  above. 

Shon'd  we  be  indulged  in  our  request,  we  wish  to  know  on  what 
rme  the  above  Articles  may  be  Vended,  that  we  may  communicate 
i«fB  to  our  States  respectively,  and  that  we  may  be  permitted  to 
ke  out  with  us  blank  pasports  for  the  Vessels  that  may  be  sent 
DID  the  more  lemote  States  in  order  to  expedite  the  supply. 

We  are  &e. 

(Sign'd,)        JAMES  lEVINE,  B.  G. 

OEORGE  MATTHEWS;  Col. 

JOHN  ELY,  Gol. 

ireeied. 

The  Honourable  And'w  Elliott,  Esq'. 

*  S«eCoI.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  558. 
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Copy. 

New  York,  29tii  November,  1780. 
Oentlemeoi 

I  immediatelj  laid  your  letter  of  the  2Sth  Inatant,  before  1/  M 
Robeson,  Major  Gen^  Philips  mad  Brigadier  Oen'  Birch.  Endond 
is  A  letter  from  those  Gentlemen  with  an  answer  to  the  request  jw 
was  pleased  to  make  through  me,  which  I  flatter  myself  may  pmi 
useful  to  many  iodiyiduala. 

As  several  of  the  articles  which  his  Excellency  Sir  Heory  Cliatoi 
agrees  to  admit  from  the  different  Provinces  are  under  Regdttad 
Prices,  above  which  they  are  not  allowed  to  be  sold,  I  have  for  jov 
further  information  annexed  a  list  of  the  same. 

I  am  with  duo  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Ser/t. 


(Sign'd,) 

AND^  ELLIOT. 
Sup'  GcnL 

Wheat, 

26  shill*  Currency 

*$  Buah>. 

Wheat  flour, 

80 

ditto. 

f  C-*. 

Rye, 

10 

ditto. 

«  Bushel. 

Rye  Meal, 

30 

ditto. 

f  Bushl 

Indian  Com, 

10 

ditto. 

Indian  Meal, 

28 

ditto. 

WC**. 

Buckwheat, 

7 

ditto. 

^  Bush^ 

Buckw*  meal. 

26 

ditto. 

^C-. 

Directed, 
Brig'  Gon.  Irvine,  Col*.  George  Matthews  &  Col.  John  Elj. 


Copy. 

New  York,  29  November,  1780. 
Gentlemen,  , 

M'  Elliot  the  Superintendent  G^nefal  hairtng  Itid  before  ui  joit 
^ter  to  him  dated  the  25th  of  this  month,  in  which  yon  request  tbi 
Permission  may  be  granted  for  the  different  Provinces  to  send  iati 
New  York  articles  of  their  produce  (in  lieu  of  Specie)  to  be  disposed 
of,  to  discharge  the  Debts  already  contracted  by  the  Americtt 
officers,  Prisoners  of  war  on  Long  Island,  as  well  as  for  their  mort 
decent  support  during  their  Captivity;  We  have  to  inform  you,  tM 
his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  pleased^  grant  your  icqoBg>> 
Viz.  that  grain  of  all  kinds,  Floor,  Beef,  Po»,  Live  Stock,  Oniotf 
and  other  Roots,  Lumber,  Boards,  Scantling,  Hemp,  Pitch,  Tar,  ui 
also  Iron,  Cyder  and  Hay  may  be  sent  to  New  York,  from  the 
different  Provinces,  and  disposed  of  for  the  purposes  you  proposey 
undep  the  enclosed  Regulations  and  Reslriotions. 
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have  farther  to  add  that  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
iD^direct  the  pay  Master  Gen.  of  the  Convention  Troops  in 
liai  David  Geddis,  "Eacf  to  receive  any  sam  of  money  in  Specie 
s  QBe  of  said  Troops,  and  to  give  Kcceipts  and  Drafts  for  the 
OB  the  Paymaster  Gen.  in  New  York,  which  being  produced  by 
Mimiasary  Chat  ibay  be  sent  in  by  Gen.  Washington  shall  be 
wledged.  And  that  to  reimburse  such  persons  who  may  thns 
M  rams  of  money,  peripission  shall  bo  granted  from  Sir  Henry 
!•  to  the  said  Commissary  to  purchase  to  that  amount,  articles 
itish  and  East  India  manufactures  (woolen  cloths,  Stockings, 
Shoes,  Boots,  Arms,  Ammunition  and  Medicines  excepted) 
uwith  proper  permissions  will  be  allowed  to  bo  shiped  on  board 
wensed  vessels  that  may  arrive  here  from  Virginia  with  produce 
ntioned  above. 

li  of  the  British  and  East  India  Articles  proposed  to  be  pnr- 
i  by  the  Commissary  must  be  laid  before  L*  General  Robesoa 
I  approbation. 

We  are  with  due  respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  humble  servants. 

(Sign'd)  JAMES  ROBERTSON, 

W.  PHILIPS,  M.  Gen'. 
S.  BIRCH,  B.  Oen^  &  Commandant 
AND^  ELLIOT,  Sup'  Gen'. 

if  Gen'  Irvine,  Co^  Geo.  Matthews  &  Col.  John  Ely. 

py  of  Sundry  Letters  relative  to  sending  Produce  into  N.  York 
16  benefit  of  the  American  Prisoners. 


rr.  Matlack  to  Wiluam  Bbadford  Jr,  Esq,  1780. 

Philad-,  Nov.  27, 1780.^ 

dosed  is  a  commission  to  you  as  Attorney  Gen.  of  the  State, 
necessary  before  you  enter  upon  the  office  that  you  take  the 
I  required,  by  the  constitution ;  which  may  bo  done  before  the 
jeisor  either  of  them.  I  congratulate  you  on  this  appointment 
ifore  honorable  to  you  as  it  appears  to  give  general  satisfaction. 

And  am,  Your  most  obedient  servant. 

T.  M.  Seo'y. 

I  Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.  E^q^ 
V6l.  VIIL— 27 
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Pres.  Rbbd  to  Prbs'is  of  Common  Plbas,  1T80. 

In  Conooili 

Pbilad%  November  27t]i,  1780. 

Sir, 

Inolosed  yon  haye  a  Commiasioii  u  President  ^  of  the  Gonrtift 
Common  Pleas,  Q^  Sessions  &  Orphans  Gourto  when  yon  may  hsffti 
to  be  present. 

The  Happiness  of  the  People  the  good  Order  of  Goveinment  i  th 
Advancement  of  Religion  ft  Virtue  so  much  depend  on  the  doe  Ai 
ministration  of  Justice  that  we  are  perswaded  yon  will  think  yoafadf 
usefully  &  hoDourably  employed  while  promoting  these  Taloibli 
Purposes.  The  Example  of  the  Magistrates  as  well  in  pnbKok  u 
private  Life  is  highly  influential  to  these  Ends,  k  as  the  Ofiee  <f 
11(1  ministering  Justice  is  truly  honourable  we  hope  none  called  tothii 
important  Trust  will  debase  ii  by  sordid  &  lucrative  Views  either 
accumulatins  Business  or  increasing  the  Fees  beyond  what  the  Liv 
allows.  A  due  Decorum  &  Solemnity  in  Court  greatly  tends  to  draw 
the  Reverence  of  the  People  &  in  all  eases  where  Oaths  or  Affirmstiou 
arc  administered  shouli  be  much  regarded.  A  punctual  Attendtoce 
of  Uie  Magistrates  &  the  Officers  of  the  Court  from  the  Sheriff  to  the 
Constable  &  also  of  Jurymen  should  not  be  overlook 'd,  and  tho'  we 
hope  that  from  the  Knowledge  &  Liherality  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the 
I'rofession  of  the  Law  no  improper  Liberties  will  be  taken  witktk 
]$cnch  yet  we  think  it  our  Duty  to  mention  it  as  one  of  the  esssitiil 
Qualifications  of  a  Judge  to  support  &  preserve  the  Dignity  oi  \k 
Office  on  all  Occasions.  The  Revenues  of  the  State  depend  in  snm 
lustaoces  on  the  Care  &  Attention  of  the  Magistrates  aa  in  the  Otmd 
Excise  &  Tavern  Licenses.;  in  these  Respects  we  recommend  thea  ti 
attention  &  where  a  Neglect  of  the  Oovemm*  is  manifested  by  Nea- 
]*uyment  of  the  publick  Dues  that  the  Magistrates  would  refuse  tkir 
Recom  mendation .  We  also  seriously  recommend  to  the  CoBsidente 
of  the  Bench  a  Rcvisal  of  the  Taverns  which  wereallways  too  numerosi 
for  the  good  Accomodation  of  Travellers  or  the  good  Order  &  MoraiiiJ 
of  the  People,  &  a  severe  Punishment  of  those  selling  Liquors  witboit 
legal  auth^.  A  due  Regard  to  the  Peace  of  Families  &  the  Eduottios 
of  Youth  will  lead  you  to  suppress  all  that  are  not  necessary  for  tiie 
Accomodation  of  Travellers  or  Meetings  of  Publick  Business. 

The  Depreciation  of  our  Money  has  undoubtedly  promoted  a  grnl 
Depreciation  of  Morals  &  particularly  in  lessening  the  Penallief 
imposed  on  Offenders  against  the  Laws  that  will  not  be  in  the  Powff 
of  the  Magistracy  to  remedy  where  the  Penalties  are  assigned  by  the 
Jiaw,  but  in  all  these  Cases  where  the  Discretion  of  the  Court  is  iDte^ 
ested  we  would  recommend  to  you  that  while  you  avoid  excesnre 
Fines  &  rigorous  Punishments  you  pay  a  due  Regard  to  the  retl 
Value  of  Money.    To  inculcate  on  all  occasions  Aeverence  for  the 
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Liws  ft  Respect  for  publick  Autboritj  is  so  naturally  the  Duty  of 
Magistmtes  that  we  need  only  mention  it.  To  gi?e  rca4y  Aasistance 
ft  Advice  to  all  Persoos  in  Office  executing  the  Ijaws  &  other  pablick 
Measures  for  the  Support  &  Supply  of  the  Army  is  also  an  indispensable 
Doty  at  this  Time  and  as  the  present  great  Gontcet  is  likely  to  end 
in  the  happy  Establishment  of  a  Government  founded  on  the  true 
Principles  of  Liberty  your  Influence  &  Example  will  be  well  employed 
in  enooaraging  &  inculcating  Principles  of  Catholicism  mutual  For- 
benranoe  ft  Kindness  to  each  other  on  all  occasions,  civil  ft  re- 
Hg^ona.  Wishing  you  ft  your  Brethren  much  Happiness  &  SuocesB  in 
your  publick  ft  private  Characters,  I  remain, 

Sir,  Your  Obt.  Hbble  Serv  * 

,    Nov.  27th,  1780.     Circular  letter  to  the  Presidento  of  the  Courts 
nf  Common  Picas,  &o.  in  the  dilTeront  Counties. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

York,  Nov  27«,  1780. 
Ifay  it  Fleas  your  Excellency : 

Sir, 

■  We  have  been  endeavouring  to  find  and  take  some  of  our  Deserted 
Yolunteers,  which  has  delay' sending  forward  the  few  we  had  on 
hand;  the  one  we  had  in  Prison  whjn  your  Excellency  was  with  us, 
we  sent  with  an  Officer  who  had  the  charge  of  Prisoners  from  Car- 
.liale,  and  I'm  told  he  Escaped  on  the  way,  in  Irous.  The  few  that 
are  here,  will  March  this  day  or  to  morrow.  Colonel  Lee,  on  his 
leaveing  this  Place,  drew  Orders  on  me  to  pay  Money  .(o  the  People 
with  whome  he  lodged  in  Town,  for  Subsistance;  wou'  be  glad  to 
know  if  I  am  to  Pay  those  bills,  and  iu  what  manner^  as  they  arc 
dimwn  for  Specie,  or  the  Value  thereof 

With  Cap'  Hahn  (the  bearer)  will  be  an  Opertunity  of  Sending 
the  Order  to  our  Treasurer,  which  I  Sent  with  your  Excellency,  to 
be  endorsed  for  Payment  here. 

The  Justices  have  Setled  the  quota'of  suplyes  for  our  County,  and 
with  my  next  returns  will  send  an  ace*  of  our  success. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

Obedient  .Humb.  Servt.| 

W-  SCOTT. 

Direeietff 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed|  Esquire;  President  in  Councily 
Philadelphia. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  547,  649. 
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Pbi3.  Rbsd  to  Qov.  Wm.  Livuiostoh,  1780. 

I  reoeiTed  your  Fftvour  respMtmg  M''  Joel,*  ft  wm  sorry  I  trotUed 
your  ExoelU  on  that  Oooasion,  u  I  did  not  know  he  bad  been  cuhf 
of  any  iDdeeeney  to  the  State,  or  any  Gdntlemen  in  Ofice  nndv  it 
I  could  readily  agree  to  a  great  Part  of  the  I^eeription  of  bii  Gbar 
aeter  in  other  Reftpocte,  bat  as  upon  sueh  Ocoasionsi  &  snob  Timi^ 
I  do  not  apprehend  the  ntmost  Purity  of  Character  is  to  be  ezpeKid, 
I  ventured  to  continue  him  on  the  Line  in  whiob  I  reoommeiuled 
him  to  year  Excellenoy  ^  &  the  Suocees  has  fully  justified  the  Measnn, 
as  it  is  entirely  thro'  him  that  one  of  the  most  wicked,  artful  GmM 
of  Villains  that  ever  existed,  has  been  detected  &  broken  up-— We 
have  now  about  6  in  Irons,  all  engaged  in  a  Correspondence  witk 
New  York,  &  assisting  the  Enemy  in  various  Ways.  Joers  Addna 
brought  Stansbury  within  our  Reach,  &  Stansbury's  Papers  opened 
up  the  Lumber  Trade  with  New  York,  which  enabled  ns  to  seise  the 
Captains  who  came  here  under  an  Exchange ;  their  Papers  made 
further  Discoveries,  &  this  Day  one  of  them  was  prevailed  oo  to 
make  an  ample  Confession,  which  I  enclose  your  Excelk,  together 
with  some  Papers  on  the  Subject.  A.  J.  Smith,  of  Moores  Tows, 
has  been  very  busy  with  Stausbury,  as  appears  by  the  Examinatios 
of  the  Papers.  When  I  wrote  this  After uoon,  I  forgot  to  mentioa 
his  Name.  As  I  doubt  whether  there  has  been  any  Act  of  Treaaos 
committed  in  this  State,  we  can  only  proceed  against  them  as  Persou 
of  dissolute  Character,  which  I  should  rather  do  as  to  Stansbwyt 
Cummins,  of  this  State,  than  that  they  should  have  a  Tryal  in  Jereej, 
&  perhaps,  by  Influence  or  Address,  get  off  &  come  back  to  injire 
k  insult  us  a  second  Time — Your  Exccll'"  good  Judgment  can  dete^ 
mine  how  far  there  is  a  Probability  of  their  falling  under  the  Off* 
rection  of  the  Laws  of  your  State ;  &  if  you  think  it  expedient,  thej 
shall  be  delivered  over  as  you  may  direct,  to  stand  a  Tryal  in  Jener. 
If  Ball's  Price's  &  Saltar's  Papers  could  be  found,  I  make  no  DooM 
important  Discoveries  might  be  made ;  it  is  from  Papers  we  hare 
been  able  principally  to  dissect  the  Villainy  here. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  bear  from  your  Excel!'  as  soon  as  possible^  i 

am,  with  due  Esteem,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Ilbbl.  Scrvt, 


Major  Howell,  of  Cohanseyy 
.J>  Kennard —  Sea  Shore. 
John  Thomas,         *) 

Moses  Mullinn,        C  of  Egg  Harbour^  went  in  Black's  Yes^. 
Joseph  Devinney,    ) 

Atkinson,  of  Moores  Town,  came  out  with  Stilman  &  Shaw. 
Joseph  liidglcy  &  James  Jieli,  Owners  of  the  Schooner  Shark. 

*  See  page  576, 
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Kl)cnczor  Tucker,  )        Of  Kjrg   Harbour   ilauds — on  board   tho 
Thomas  AdooiBi     )    Schooner  Shurk. 

Tolbert,  Master  of  the  Sloop  Hawke^  loaded  with  Lomber,  Tobaooo 
Moeea  Kemploa.* 

1780,  Not.  27. 


List  or  Papers  sent  to  his  Excbllenct  William  Liv* 
XBGSTON^  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  1780. 

List  of  Papers  sent  to  Bis  Excellency  William  LiTiDgBton,  Eaqr., 
Gov  of  New  Jersey. 

N»  1.  Letter  &  invoice,  29  Nov.,  1778. 

"    2.  Saltar  to  Stansbnry,  13  Nov.,  1780. 

«'    3.  Ball  to  SUDsbury,  18  Nov.,  1780. 

^    4.  SUosbury  to  ,  22nd  do. 

"    6.  Shaw  to  Howell,  29  Aug.,  1780. 

"    6.  R.  Smith  to  Stansbury,  4  Jan'y,  1780. 

«    7.  Saltar  to  Stansbury,  27  July,  1779. 

«    8.  do.  do.,  2  May,  1780. 

**    9.  Stansbury,  under  the  signature  of^.  Sterling,  to  Jos.  Wardell 

—enclosing  a  letter  to  Silas  Barton  (that  is  Sam.  Bunting,)  with 

list  of  goods  &  Ace*  sales. 
<'  10.  Capt.  Drew's  Certificate  to  Tim.  Wilson. 
"  11.  Conrow's  pass  to  Stansbury. 
**  12.  Willets'  reci*  for  i  sloop  Success. 
^  18.  L.  Saltar's  Act  with  John  Stevens. 

II  ^g  y  Sloop  Ilawkcs'  Acco<". 

"  16.  Kempton's  Act.,  Ilawke,  jnnr.,  w*^  Stansbory. 
«  17.  Cost  of  rtawk  k  Swallow. 
'<  18.  J.  Saltar's  draft  on  J.  Saltar. 
<<  19.  Libt  ot  Owners. 


Pees.  Reed  to  Speaker  of  Assbmblt,  1780. 

Sir, 

Among  the  Recommendations  of  Mr.  Searle,  when  he  went 
abroad  on  pnblick  Business,  the  Council  addressed  one  to  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Adams  one  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  from  whom 
we  have  received  the  Inclosed  Letters,  As  Mr.  Searle  is  now  arrived 
&  there  is  the  greatest  lleason  to  believe  he  will  succeed,  we  most 
call  the  serious  Attention  of  the  Hon.  House  to  provide  Means  to 


*  Soe  Col.  Res.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  668. 
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support  the  Engteem^ntB  into  which  he  may  probably  enter.  Ta 
this  ae  well  as  other  Transactions  of  the  same  Natare,  the  pebtie 
Faith  IB  not  only  saeradly  pledged  bot  the  Namee  of  GoitleBea 
are  held  forth  in  such  a  Manner  as  must  give  them  the  greiM 
Concern,  should  there  be  any  Failure  or  unnecessary  Ddajis 
performing  what  the  late  House  so  solemnly  promised.  An  Off 
of  writing  Mr.  Searle  will  present  in  a  few  Days  whieh  we  bopi 
will  be  improved  so  as  to  enable  the  President  to  inform  him  whik 
he  has  (o  depend  on,  as  the  Boaness  is  of  snoh  a  Nature  as  to  »• 
quire  it  should  be  honourably  supported  or  immediately  relinqoiiMi' 
We  also  take  this  Occa.«Lon  to  lay  before  the  Hon.  House  the  Terai 
on  which  Mr.  Searle  is  ^ne  and  we  doubt  not  his  Fidelity  &  SnoeM 
will  be  equal  to  his  Disinterestedness,  as  he  has  ever  shown  bis-, 
self  an  honest  Servant  of  the  publick,  &  a  sincere  Friend  (o  thi 
Constitution^  &  Government  of  the  State. 

1  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir, 

Tour  obed.  Hbble.  Ser. 

J.  REED. 

Novr.  27  th,  1780. 
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Peisoneks  at  N.  Y.  1780. 

Copy. 

Restrictions  and  Regulations  under  which  His  EzeellenejSr 
Henry  Clinton  will  allow  the  following  Articles  of  American  pr^ 
duce  to  be  soot  into  New  York,  from  the  different  Provinces,  to  bt 
disposed  of  by  the  Cotfiaissary  that  may  be  appointed  by  Genefil 
Washington  to  reside  in  New  York. 

The  Moneys  arising  from  the  Sales  to  be  applied  by  the  Cob* 
missary  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Robertson,  towards  tbi 
discharge  of  the  debts  already  Contracted  by  the  Amerioan  Oflieen, 
Prisoners  of  war  on  Long  Island,  as  well  as  for  their  more  decent 
support  during  their  Captivity. 

Should  the  produce  sent  in  by  any  of  the  Provinces  amount  to 
more  than  what  may  be  necessary  to  answer  the  above  purposes  of 
their  respective  officers;  such  overplus  the  Commissary  will  bo 
allowed  to  invest  in  such  articles  of  British  and  £ast  India  Mann- 
faotures,  as  may  be  approved  of  by  Lt  General  Robertson  who  wiH 
grant  the  neoci>flary  Permissions  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  same; 
as  the  Commissary  will  be  under  Oath,  not  to  send  out  Specie  Oft 
any  account. 

Grain  snd  roots  of  all  sorts,  Hay  &  Cyder  to  be  sold  out  of  the 
Vessels  in  such  quantities  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Commandant 
at  the  Current  prices,  but  never  to  exoeed  the  regulated  Prices. 
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Floor  to  be  sold  by  the  Barrel  oat  of  the  Vcescls,  at  the  ayerago 
rieea  of  thai  article  as  it  may  then  be  fixed  by  the  Chamber  of 
lommerte  for  the  Rogulating  of  the  assise  of  bread,  bat  never  to 
loeed  the  Regulated  Price. 

LiTO  Stock,  Beef,  Fork,  Timber,  Boards,  Scantling,  Lamber, 
hmpf  Piteh,  Tar  anid  Iron,  to  be  sold  at  Pablick  Sale,  withoat  any 
MtstioD  of  Price. 

When  any  of  the  abore  mentioned  articles  are  to  be  sent  from  the 
toovinoea,  the  Commissary  at  New  York  must  be  Informed  of  tlio 
MOy  boild  and  Burthen  of  the  Vessel  that  is  to  carry  them  the 
laatOTS  name,  the  number  of  the  Cjrew,  and  the  quality  of  the 
JHgo  that  he  may  obtain  from  Lieutenant  General  Robertson  the 
Meenry  papers  and  Permissions  to  enable  her  to  proceed  to  Nuir 
.on. 

Every  Vessel  employed  in  this  way  must  Carry  a  white  Flag. 

Th«  Captain  of  all  sueh  Vessels  must  go  on  board  the  flrst  guard 
hip,  and  receive  on  board  an  ofiBoer  who  will  deliver  his  Letter  for 
M  Oommissary  to  the  Commandant,  who  will  order  a  Guard  on 
oard  to  prevent  the  Crow  Landing  or  having  any  intercourse  with 
ho  Inhabitants. 

The  Captains  and  Crews  of  such  Vessels,  are  neither  to  carry  out, 
r  bring  in  any  letters  but  the  Commissarys  respecting  the  Cargo. 

When  the  Vessel  ia  unloaded  proper  Permission  will  be  given  for 
or  departure. 

When  Live  Cattle  are  to  be  drove  in  by  Kings  bridge,  the  Com- 
liMary  must  apply  to  Lt.'  General  Robertson  for  a  protection  for 
ripgtng  the  same  to  East  Chester,  or  to  Colonel  Philips  houite, 
ViSa  protection  must  mention  the  names  of  the  drivers,  and  tho 
■nber  and  kind  of  Cattle ;  to  which  places  the  said  Commipwiry 
lost  upon  a  day  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  send  out  pro]»er 
IsnoBa  to  drive  the  same  in  from  the  aoMe  mentioned  Places, 
here  the  first  Drivers  are  to  be  dischargecnRid  the  Protection  that 
a^grmnted  for  the  Drove  to  be  delivered  to  the  persons  sent  out 
f  the  Commitwary. 

(Signed,) 

JAMES  ROBERTSON, 
W.  PHILIPS  Major  General. 
S.  BIRCH,  Brigr.  General, 

&  Commandant, 
AND.  ELLIOT,  Sapr.  Gone. 

"New  York,  29  November,  1780. 
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MiKiSTEB  OF  France  to  Pbks.  BfiSB,  1780. 

Sir, 

WheD  jou  did  me  the  honor  to  oome  to  my  hoote,  with  the  Tm 
President  of  the  state,  your  Excellency  told  me  that  yoa  vas  lUl 
to  prodaoe  many  proofis  to  sapport  the  oomplaiDto  which  yo«  had  to 
ma!ke  against  Mr.  Holker,  &  partieolarly  a  Letter  from  him  H 
Arnold  wbiohi  gives  oocasion  to  believe  that  they  had  aoHie  «» 
meroial  Interests  or  Connections  together,  I  understood  yoa  tkil 
when  Mr.  Holker  shoold  return  here  you  would  like  to  havia 
Conference  with  him  I  being  present  and  that  you  would  e^Ua 
your  grounds  of  offence  &  hear  his  Justifications. 

Having  heard  nothing  furthtf  of  the  affair  I  suppoaed  that  the 
persons  who  had  mentioned  the  proo£i  to  you  had  not  fumi^iad  yoi 
with  them,  &  I  thought  myself  obliged  to  communicate  the  baaaoi 
to  Mr.  Holkeri  &  acquunt  him  with  your  Suspicionsi  reoonmsadiDg 
it  to  him  to  conduct  himself  with  the  Respect  which  he  ought  td 
the  first  Magistrate,  ft  to  take  no  part  in  the  political  Affidn  which 
unhappily  divide  the  CitiaenSy  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Marbois  having  informed  me  of  the  Conversation  which  hehal 
with  you  yesterday  I  thought  I  could  not  too  soon  aoquaint  yon,  thit  I 
am  ready  when  you  judge  proper,  to  come  to  your  house,  with  Kr. 
Holker,  &  to  hear  the  Ohareee  that  you  may  have  to  prefer  agiiiiat 
him  hoping  that  actuated  by  similar  Motives,  yoa  wiU  alsehev 
what  reasons  he  may  have  to  urge  in  his  defence. 

If  after  such  Conversation  you  shall  n#t  think  that  he  has  juitiM 
himself  &  that  there  are  matters  which  in  my  quality  of  Ministrff  if 
France,  I  can  judge  of,  I  will  do  it  immediately. 

As  to  any  objects  w^  respect  to  which  we  may  not  eonear  il 
sentiment,  you  will  bMb  good  as  to  forward  your  Complaints  ti 
your  Minister  in  France,  &  I  on  my  part  will  tranamit  Mr.  Hotttti 
defence. 

You  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  conduct  myself  with  the  sum 
Impartiality  in  this  business,,  which  I  hope  you  have  observed  me  ta 
maintain  in  every  thing  that  has  passed  in  this  State  unce  I  haft 
had  the  honor  to  reside  in  it. 

I  am  with  Consideration  &  Respect, 

Sir  your  very  humble  &  very  obedient  Servant, 

The  Chevalier  of  Luaeme. 

Indorsedf 

November  30th,  1780. 
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SbSOLUTION  07  CoHGBBSSy  1780. 

In  Congress,  Novr.  30**,  1780. 

BeiolTodi  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States,  immedi- 
^kij  to  inform  the  Commissary  General  and  deputy  Commissary  of 
^  names  of  their  principal  Agent  or  Commissioner  respectively  for 
npp!yin|^  the  Army,  and  to  oblige  them  to  give  information  from 
lime  to  time  to  the  Commissary  Gcn>  or  the  dep'y  Commissar?  with 
fl|e  Southern  Army  as  the  case  may  be,  of  their  prospcctSj  k  how 
W  they  shall  be  able  to  comply  with  their  reqaisitions. 

That  the  live  Stock,  to  bo  furnished  by  the  several  States,  bo 
leBvered  to  such  store  keepers,  within  each  State  at  such  timeS| 
ind  in  such  quantities  as  the  Commissary  Gen*  or  the  deputy  Com> 
miasary  shall  direct,  under  the  regulations  contained  in  the  Act  of 
[JoDgress  of  the  15**  July  last,  for  the  delivery  of  all  other  public 
property. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


James  Duane  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

rhiladelphia,  30**  November,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  your  good  opinion.  I  shall 
never  be  in  danjrer  of  forfeiting  it  by  mal- treating  a  civil  officer. 

Some  of  the  Delegates  of  Virginia  and  New  Tork  hired  the  House 
in  which  we  live :  and  it  is  altogether  appropriated  to  the  Accomo- 
laiion  of  M'  Maddison  M'  Mott  M'  Sharp  and  myself — This  mnrn- 
ib£  I  was  hastily  called  home  from  my  Duty  in  Coneress.  The 
Uraee  was  entered  and  beset  by  a  deputy  sheriff  and  uis  men  so 
P^ing  that  they  had  no  criminal  process  to  execute,  I  forwamed 
wem  at  their  peril,  not  to  enter  my  apartment  or  touch  any  of  my 
BflbcSto.  I  explained  our  publick  Characters  Priviledges  and  exclu- 
ifve  Right  to  occupy  that  House :  and  immediately  repaired  to  my 
Dnty  in  Congress.  The  officer  the'  at  liberty,  after  the  Caution  I 
had  given  him,  to  use  his  own  Discretion,  thought  fit  to  follow  and 
renew  the  Conversation ;  the  purport  of  which,  on  my  part,  was  no 
more  than  to  recommend  him  to  take  advice  before  he  proceeded 
Further :  for  he  appeared  to  me  to  be  ignorant  of  his  Dnty.  Nothing 
then  can  bo  more  untrue  than  that  I  offered  him  the  slightest  injury 
by  word  or  action.  From  a  Complaint  so  destitute  of  foundatiod, 
is  it  not  to  be  suspected  that  this  attempt  to  execute  a  Pruccss 
sgainst  Objects,  of  which  neither  tho  officer  nor  any  with  him,  appeared 
to  have  the  least  knowledge  was  calculated  for  the  mischievouii  pur- 
pose of  exciting  disturbance  and  giving  affront  ? 

27* 
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Permit  me.  Sir,  to  add,  that  in  m j  opinioii  the  Reaaofna  for  ^ 
tectiDg'  in  all  nations,  the   Persons   Houses  k  Effects  of  fomp 
Ambassadors  apply  with  at  least  equal  Force  to  the  Members  vbo 
constitute  the  general  Government  of  the  United  States.'  Shill 
their  apartments  be  intruded  into,  their  papers  be  exposed,  and  thtir 
Effects  seised  in  a  civil  Case  too  with  which  they  have  no  conDectioa 
Shall  they  be  stripped  of  every  accomodation,  and  ^sqnalified  finw 
pursuing  the  ereat  Duties  of  their  Mission  f  Shall  there  be  nondrea 
but  thro'  a  tedious  Course  of  Law  in  which  at  the  Expense  of  tkir 
Independance,  and  of  the  Sovreiffnty  represented  in  their  penoai^ 
they  must  submit  to  be  suitors  1    It  is  easy  to  see  that  a  Oovenacit 
thus  constituted  must  be  incompetent  to  the  great  Porposa  of 
publick  safety. 

I  have  the  honoor  to  be  with  great  respect 

Sir,  yonr  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  humble  Servant, 

JA«  DUANE. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Col.  Ephraim  Blaine  to  Pees.  Reed,  1780. 

Philada.  Ist  December,  1780. 
Sir, 

By  a  resolution  of  Gpngress  passed  laat  Tuesday  all  the  Artiioai 
in  this  State  are  ordered  to  Carlisle,  and  I  am  directed  to  piepsre  a 
Magasine  of  Salt  Provisions  for  their  Support  The  qnantitjof 
Flour  and  Rye  Spirits  which  you  have  directed  the  CommissioQes 
of  that  County  to  Purchase  will  be  sufficient  for  their  ConsuDptioii 
but  Meat  will  bo  immediately  wanting ;  have  therefore  to  wpM/^ 
your  Excellency  &  Council  not  only  to  make  Provision  for  tkt 
Post,  but  add  two  hundred  Barrels  as  a  Magasine  for  the  oas  rf 
Northumberland  County  in  case  the  Indians  should  make  ttj 
attempt  upon  the  Frontier  settlements. 

Underneath  you  have  an  Estimate  of  the  quantity  of  Proraoai 
necessary  for  the  State  Consumption  until  the  1st  of  July  next-^ 
this  ought  immediately  to  be  procured  while  Beef  is  plenty;  if 
delayed  it  will  cost  the  State  one  third  more. 

Your  Excellency  will  see  the  necessity  of  the  measure^  and  I 
make  no  doubt  adopt  Ways  &  means  to  answer  the  demand. 

I  have  the  Honor 

to  be  very  respectfully  % 

your  Excellencies  moet  Obed*  serv*, 

EPH.  BLAINE,  C.  G.  P. 
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BitimaM  of  PMfitioiig  aeoetiarj  for  tha  CoBiaaipti<m  ai  the  Posti 

in  thia  State 

Poata.  PooDds  fresh  Beef  for        Bbla.  salt  Proyiauma 

aixtj  Daja*  for  162  Daja* 

Philadelphia,  60,000  760 

Pittabaigh^  Slo.,  27,000  842 

Carliale,  12,000  152 

Ato  for  Gmnberlandi  200 

Laneaateri  15,000  190 

Beading^  50 

Baatooi  6,000  76 

m 

120,000  1,770 

CommeaoiDg  the  let  Instant  and  ending  30  Jane^  1781. 

Philada.,  1  December,  1780. 

N.  'B.  The  Consumption  at  the  Post  of  Carlisle  will  be  one  half 
more  than  mentioned  above,  owing  to  the  Artificers  being  Order'd 
there  from  Philada.  since  the  Estimate  waa  made. 

Direeiedf 

His  Ezcellenoj  Joseph  Read,  Esqaire,  Present. 


Wm.  West,  Jr.,  to  Prss.  Rbed,  1780. 

December  1^  1780. 

Id  eonseqnenee  of  a  Proclamation  issued  against  me  by  the  Ezecn- 
tifa  Conncil  of  thia  Htate.  I  am  now  arrived  in  this  Place  and 
am  readjf  to  wait  on  Council  when  they  think  proper. 

I  am  with  due  Respect 

your  mo*  hble  Servanty 

W.  WEST,  Jun'r.* 

IHreciedf 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq",  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Col.  Kec.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  668,  and  p.  689  of  thia. 
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War  Office,  Detf  2^  1780. 

Sir, 

The  BotTd  trt  directed  by  Oongresa  ta  have  ell  the  Artifioen  h 
Philadelphia  sent  to  Carlisle,  which  will  induce  a  Neeeaitj  if 
immediate  supplies  of  Provistcos  being  collected  at  that  PMk 
capable  of  fubsisting  from  260  to  800  Men,  Officers  included.  Tfai 
services  of  the  Artificers  are  exceedingly  wanted  to  pvepare  $n  tks 
next  Campaign.  Tbey  have  been  fr^uentiy  idle  for  Want  cl  Fke- 
visions,  whereby  much  Loss  &  Dissappointment  have  ensued.  Wi 
have  direeted  the  Commissary  Oeneral  of  Purchases  to  take  mesMDVi 
for  preventing  the  like  Inconveniencies  for  the  future  by  laying  vp 
ample  supplies  in  the  Magaxinea.  He  informs  us  that  he  has  m 
otber  Means  of  doing  it  than  by  calling  in  the  Purchases  for  tW 
State  of  Pennsilvsinia.  As  the  season  fis  so  far  advanced  that  then 
is  Danger  of  the  Susquehannah  being  filled  with  laa,  k  the  Ifmmp 
over  the  same  interrupted,  &  the  Ai^ifieers  cannot  pmdentlj  m 
ordered  to  Carlisle  untu  the  Board  are  ascertained  of  there  heii^ 
Provisions  at  the  Post,  we  are  induced  to  request  your  BxeelkiNj 
&  the  Ilonble.  Council  to  give  pointed  Ordeta  t6  the  proper  Oles 
to  lay  in  an  immediate  supply  of  Provisions  at  Carlisle  agreeaUtiP 
the  Request  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purehaaea. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect 

your  very  obed.  aerrant, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 

By  Older. 

JDirededm 

Ou  Public  Service. 

H  i8  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsilvania. 

(War  Office.) 


Baku.  Huntbr  to  P&es.  Bsbd,  1780. 

Sunbnry^  December  2d|  1780. 
fiir. 

Agreeable  to  your  Orders  to  me,  dated  the  14th  of  October  biti 
I  have  sloped  some  Flower  that  was  drawn  from  tbe  GommissioDen 
of  Cumberland  County  for  the  use  of  the  Post  at  Wyomin.  Suppoit 
it  has  created  me  Enimys  in  that  Quarter,  nevertheless  I  intend  to 
Act  up  to  your  Orders  untill  Countermanded.  It  seems  a  little 
strange  to  mo  that  they  can  be  supplied  with  Provisions  at  that 
Post  when  we  cannot  get   any  from  these  Gountys,  as  yoa  will  8M 
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ij  the  iDQlosed  Copy  of  a  letter  I  Beoeived  leatlj  from  Col.  Batler, 
Xioniiiianding  at  W  jomiii.  I  would  be  Very  denreoos  yonr  Ezool- 
Ibocy  would  inform  me  how  I  shall  beheaye  in  Begard  of  these 
jtores  Ool.  Bntler  makes  mention  of  is  Ordered  there  by  Congress. 
I  eould  wbh  with  all  my  heart  the  dispute  between  this  state  and 
jConneeticut  was  amicably  settled,  and  as  Jlasjr  a  way  as  oould  be 
fkllen  uppon  to  bring  about  this  matter  would  be  to  have  a  Begi- 
inent  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  stationed  there,  and  those  belonging 
to  Connecticut  call'd  of  to  Camp,  as  there  is  some  of  our  own  troops 
Ibere  alredy,  twelvie  of  Col.  Prooten  men  and  twenty  or  thirty  of 
Shota's  Core,  so  that  there  might  be  a  probability  of  Garrisoning 
that  Post  by  Troops  belonging  to  our  own  State  ;  as  I  am  informed 
there  is  encouragement  given  by  the  inhabitants  of  Wyomin  for 
more  settlers  to  go  there  to  be  under  the  Ooverment  of  Conneotieut, 
which  will  enable  them  in  the  End  to  contend  with  us  as  to  property. 
Captain  Bobinson  makes  but  poor  Progress  in  Becruteing  his 
Oompany  of  Bangers ;  he  has  got  but  seven  as  yet,  and  tells  me  he 
eamiot  get  any  more  for  the  Bounty  he  is  alloweid  to  offer.  As  others 
Beomteing  for  the  Continental  service  gives  three  half  Johanes's  he 
would  be  desireous  to  know  if  Council  would  allow  him  to  offer  the 
same  Bounty  to  them  he  Becrutes  dureing  the  war. 

The  Lancaster  Militia  that  is  now  doing  duty  here  their  times 
will  Expire  the  17th  Inst. ;  (and  they  deserve  Honor,  both  Officers 
and  Privets,  for  their  Good  beheavour  in  the  County ;)  as  some 
■inall  Posts  of  Conseauence  to  us  will  be  left  vacant  when  they 
.maroh  off  I  would  be  desireous  to  know  if  your  Excellency  would 
.Give  me  Orders  to  Garrison  them  with  some  of  our  own  militia  ip. 
99m  Bo  more  is  Ordered  here  from  some  of  the  interiour  Countyn 
this  winter. 

I  am  8' 

with  every  sentiment  of  Esteem 

your  Excellepoy's  most  obed* 
&  very  Uumb*  Serv*, 

SAM'L  HUNTEB,  L.  N.  C. 

Directed^ 

Uis  Excdlenoy  Joseph  Bced,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Exeoutive  Council,  Philadelphia. 
By  CoL  North. 

Col.  Zebulon  Butler  to  Col.  Samuel  Hunter,  1780. 

Garrison  Wyomin,  25th  Nov.  1780. 
Sir, 

This  waits  on  you  to  know  if  your  Orders  with  Bepect  to  stoping 
Provisions  comcing  to  this  post  continues  in  force.  We  have  Icatly 
Bcceivcd  one  Hundred  Head  of  Cattle  from  PenoBylvania  by  Order 
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X>f  CoDgresa  for  the  nse  of  this  poeti  and  an  Order  on  tbe  Coamv- 
Biooers  of  Cumberland  Conniy  for  fonrtj  Barrels  of  Flower  and  Cr 
some  Lia**  which  I  Expect  to  send  for  soon  prorideing  H  ean  wai, 
but  it  will  bo  needless  to  send  if  yon  must  stop  it  Tear  sasicr 
by  the  bearer,  and  let  me  know  what  I  may  depend  on,  (u  tin 
Season  of  the  year  Reqaires  beast  in  Procuring  ProTisions  m  tkii 
Poet,)  will  serve  the  Publick  &  much  oblige 

y  Hum"  Serv*, 

ZfiBULON  BUTLEBy  Gd.  Goai 

Directed^ 

Publick  Seryioe. 

Cop  Sam'  Hunter,  L.  N.  C.,  at  Sunbury. 

Express. 

N.  B.  The  above  is  a  true  Copy  of  what  Col.  Butler  writes  me. 

S.  H. 


F&S8.  Bked  to  Gov.  Livinqston,  1780. 
Sir, 

Among  the  Papers  transmitted  your  Exoell^  this  Week  wu  lb 
Information  of  James  Steelman  voluntarily  given  me  last  Sandij— 
in  the  Beginning  of  the  Week  it  was  reduMd  to  form  k  on  Th«h 
day  last  he  attended  again — it  was  read  to  him  ft  he  jwoposei  soai 
Alterations  k  Additions  not  very  material,  these  were  saie,tte 
whole  was  agreed  to,  k  he  was  about  qualifying  to  it  when  I  «M 
suddenly  called  off  k  he  was  taken  back  to  Prison.  As  the  Matter 
was  in  this  forwardness  k  an  Express  offered  to  go  to  Trenton,  Iieat 
it  among  the  other  Pap^s,  not  expeoting  he  would  have  varied  of 
heaitated — But  this  I>ay  being  brought  before  us  he  scruples  to 
swear  to  it,  neither  will  he  point  out  the  Alterations  he  would  hivi 
made,  but  was  requested  to  draw  up  his  own  State  of  the  Matter  it 
writing,  which  I  shall  inclose  if  sent  in  Time  to  go  by  this  Opp^* 
Bat  T  thought  it  my  Duty  to  inform  your  Exoell^  immediafelj  rf 
the  Matter.  I  must  also  add  that  Mr.  Ball  has  been  at  the  FenjA 
Rich'  Price  in  Town  yesterday,  which  may  perhaps  account  for  this 
Conduct,  and  more  especially  as  they  seem  to  be  too  much  eollBl^ 
nanccd  by  some  Persons  in  the  City. 

I  am  Sir. 

your  most  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serr., 

JOS.  REED. 
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RlBOLlTTION  Of  CONGRBSSy   1780. 

In  CoDgreM,  DeoF  4th,  1780. 

I 

That  Thomas  Smith  and  Richard  Baohe  be  appointed  Commia- 
M«ra  OD  the  part  of  the  United  States, — cither  of  them  to  endorse 
•  Bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the  State  of  Pensjlvania  pursuant 
the  Beaoiation  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  last. 

from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy* 


Pees,  of  Cohqress  to  Prss.  Bssd,  1780. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  Decemler  4, 1780. 

Toor  Ezeelleoeywill  recciire  herewith  enclosed,  the  Copy  of  an 
el  of  Congress  of  the  30th  Ult",  recommending  to  the  several 
tales  immediately  to  inform  the  Commissary  Oenenu  ^ColL  Ephraim 
Une)  or  the  Deputy  Commsssary,  that  is  where  ne  acts  to  the 
mlhwird,  of  the  Names  of  the  principal  Agent  or  Commissioner 
I  the  respective  States  for  supplying  the  Army,  and  to  oblige  them 
•  ffive  Information  from  Time  to  Time  to  the  Commissary  General, 
'  Eia  Deputy  with  the  southern  Army  as  the  Case  may  be,  of  their 
bbipeetB  of  complying  with  the  requisitions  made  to  them  or  the 
•pective  States. 

The  live  Stock  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  States,  is  to  be  do- 
rared  to  such  Store  keepers  within  each  State  at  such  Times  &  in 
leh  Qoaotities  as  the  Commissary  General  or  Deputy  Commissary 
laU  direct,  under  the  regulations  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  July 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  respect, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obedt  k  most  hbble  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President.* 


His  Bxcellenoy  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

•  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  503. 
t  8ee  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  668. 
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Fres.  Bud  to  Gen.  A&iisiaosa,  &o^  1780. 

OeDtlemeni 

I  haye  anderatood  with  no  small  anrpriie  that  •ome  Penoni  ii 
Carlisle  have  represented  that  when  the  Commissioneni  were  at  tbt 
Plaee  I  intimated  in  ConTersatioD  thai  the  Lots  ft  other  Bnate 
fbrmerij  belonging  to  the  Proprietaries  were  open  to  the  Oeonpiatf 
of  any  Persons  who  might  ehnse  to  locate  them,  to  be  paid  for  him^ 
after — ^And  in  Oonsequenoe  a  Number  of  Petspns  have  taken  P» 
session  of  Lots  &  Lands  in  &  about  the  Town,  And  also  that  tin 
Militia  were  to  be  paid  for  a  whole  Tour  of  Duty  tho  they  were  not 
in  Seryice  more  than  half  the  Time.  I  totally  disclaim  such  Senti- 
ments as  equally  false  in  themselves  &  injurious  to  me,  &  ao  lare 
none  such  fell  from  me  in  Conversation  or  otherwise,  mv  Opinioi 
being  totally  contrary,  and  I  think  upon  observing  some  Intmnoni 
near  the  Town  Spot  I  mentioned  to  several  Gentlemen  my  Opinion 
of  them  as  such.  Some  Time  after  my  Return  a  Person  came  down 
to  mo  complaining  that  being  drove  off  by  the  Indians  he  had  boilt 
a  small  Hut  on  the  Common,  &  that  some  Gentlemen  of  the  Town 
were  disturbing  him.  I  absolutely  refused  to  give  him  any  Consii- 
jMince,  on  the  other  Hand  I  told  him  that  I  very  much  approrod 
the  Conduct  of  the  Gentlemen  as  doing  Justice  to  the  Stale  k  to 
themselves,  &  it  is  a  Line  in  which  I  hope  you  will  peraavere.  Ai 
80  improper  a  Use  was  made  of  my  Name  on  this  Occasion  I  thoq^ 
it  my  Duty  to  counteract  it  as  soon  as  possible — &  am 

with  much  Bsteem,  Gent.^ 

.     your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Sorvt 
Indorsed f 

1780>  Dec'  4th,  To  General  John  Armstrong,  John  MonlgomtfXy 
Esq',  and  Colonel  John  Davis. 


Gov.  Wm.  LxyiNasTON  to  Pbbs.  Rmsd^  1780« 

Trenton,  5  Deer.,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  Excellency's  Letter*  on  the  Subject  of  tki 
commercial  intercourse  between  several  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Psin- 
sylvania  &  New  Jersey  with  the  Enemy  at  New  York,  &  the  Pftpen 
&  affidavits  which  accompanied  it.  Warrants  were  immediatdj 
issued  ag*  the  offenders  in  this  State,  &  we  hope  to  break  up  the  knot. 

Among  the  Delinquents  committed  in  Philadelphia,  I  am  inforwd 
there  is  one  Joshua  Bunting,  a  Citizen  of  this  State,  who  is  said  hj 
his  Friends,  who  Apply  to  me  in  his  behalf,  to  be  confined  for  tn 
bfleuce  supposed  to  be  committed  in  this  State ;  &  if  so,  I  presamo 
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Ihe  Aathority  of  PeDnsylvaDia  would  bavo  no  objection  to  deliver 
lim  up  to  an  officer  of  this  State  to  be  sent  for  that  purpose.  If  he 
I  eharged  with  an  ofltence  perpetrated  in  your  Commonwealth,  be  is 
loobtleai  amenable  to  it:  &  will  your  Excellency  excuse  me  for 
Wring  the  &YOur  of  your  acquainting  me  with  the  real  ciroum- 
tpioes  of  his  casef    I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  Respecti 

Your  Excellencies  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  Servt, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 

'  His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
■teaiiTe  Gouncil  of  tho  Gommonweolch  of  reansylvahiai  &o.— • 
Wladelphia. 


Col.  Saul.  Irwin  to  Pees.  Reed,  1780. 

by^U  jdease  your  Exoellenoy : 

Wbe^Ms,  in  the  month  of  Auffust,  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ifienty  Nine — When  Fort  Freeland,  on  the  West  Branch  of  the  Sus- 
nelulDnah.  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  British  and  Savage  Enemies,  a 
irge  Nnmber  of  Hen  of  my  Battalion  marched  to  the  relief  of  the 
Vontiers  of  that  Country,  And  pursued  the  Enemy  as  fir  as  Wal- 
lee's  Fort,  and  some  to  Eeli  Town,  on  I^ay  Comman — as  the  County 
ad  8nb-Lientenants  allowed  us  to  give  all  possible  enoonragement  to 
lie  Men  that  would  turn  out  on  that  Alarming  Ememnoy,  and  thai 
hey  should  be  allowed  a  sufficient  Compensation  U>t  their  time  & 
Bfvioe  out  of  their  next  Tour  of  Duty,  if  not  a  full  Tour;  and 
IThereas,  Men  of  this  Battalion  has  never  received  either  of  time 
r  money,  It  has  Caused  a  great  deal  of  Uneasiness  to  the  good 
eople  of  this  battalion — I  would  begg  leave  to  lay  their  Case  before 
oar  Exoe^llency  and  Council,  hopeing  you  will  Take  thepa  into 
niaideration,  as  our  present  County  &  Sub-Lieutenants  say  they 
innot  do  any  thing  in  the  matter  as  was  before  their  Appoint- 
Ifentor  the  present  Law  took,  place.  It  waj  a|;reed  upon  by  a  Ma- 
viiy  of  the  Officers  that  was  on  that  expedition,  that  throe  weeks 
■oud  be  a  reasonable  Compensation  of  Time  for  their  Tour  of  Duty, 
s.th^  marohed  on  their  own  Expenoe.  I  will  refer  the  Case  to 
W  JSscellency  &  Councill,  making  no  doubt  but  you  will  give 
rery  Indulgence  to  good  men  that  may  appear  to  you  just  and 
mcable.  I  am,  with  all  Respect,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  Verry 
lomble  Serv*, 

SAM«  IRWIN, 
CoL  8  Batt.^  C.  Co'y. 
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Sir, 

I  would  further  Crave  the  AttcDtioD  of  yoor  Ezcellenej  tnd 
CouDoii,  in  behalf  of  three  of  the  withio  mentioued  Volaoteen,wW 
fell  io  the  three  last  marching  Claaes  to  go  oat ;  thej  ahowed  (heir 
Uaual  WillingDesa  and  Readinesa  to  Espouse  their  Coantiya  CsuNi 
and  enrolled  themselves  with  the  Marching  Officers ;  Yet  at  tki 
same  time  declared  it  out  of  their  power  to  march  for  some  few  dtji 
after  the  Company  sett  off — But  sent  their  Baggage  along,  and  they 
would  take  horses  some  part  of  the  Way ;  and  as  there  would  be  bal 
three  in  Company,  they  hoped  to  overtake  the  Rest  of  the  CoBpSM 
in  Lancaster  or  Philadelphia  at  furthest,  and  with  their  CapluBJ 

E amission  they  stayed  behind,  and  hearing  the  Militia  was  stoped  is 
anoaster,  they  stayed  a  few  days  longer  than  otherwise  they  maid 
have  done,  and  after  marched ;  but  before  they  arrived  at  Lsnssiter, 
the  Militia  were  Dismissed,  and  the  Sub  Lieutenant  says  It  is  cot  of 
his  power  to  make  thdth  do  any  thing  Else  than  pay  the  fall  fine, 
without  the  direction  of  Counoill|  as  there  is  no  preoept  in  law  to  do 
Otherwise. 

I  add  no  more  than  to  show  your  Excellency  and  Council,  that 
they  are  and  Still  have  been  since  the  present  Contest,  Loyal  WmM 
to  their  Country,  Men  of  Integrity,  and  worthy  your  Notice. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  all  Respect, 

Your  Excellencies  nifost  Humble  &  Obed  Servao^ 

SAML.  IRWIN. 

Cumberland  County,  Deoe-  6th,  1780. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  SupeM 
Executive^ouncil,  Ac,  Philadelphia. 

Hon'  by  Col*  Davis. 
In  dor  lied f 
Dec.  G,  1780. 


Col.  Wtf.  Will  to  Pass.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Sir, 

From  some  Conversation  i  have  just  heard,  there  is  a  GertuD  Boittii 
Shinn,  Who  is  a  suspitious  Carracter,  and  has  a  Vessel  now  I^jiag 
at  Warder^s  WharP  Clear'd  for  Boston,  But  her  Cargo  would  8dC 
New  York.  Information  may  be  had  from  Coll.  Rioe,  at  Kensingtoif 
&  John  Thompson  CoopcTi  near  Peter  Knight.  I  aoi  S'l  jMt 
Very  Humble  Serv% 

WM.  WILL 

Iiulori^ly 

Dec.  6,  1780. 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XIL,  page  662. 
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Prbs.  of  Conorbss  to  Pkes.  Rbed,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Dcoomber  6,  1780. 

Bj  the  enolosed  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  4  InstaDt,'^ 
Nv  Bzcellene^  will  be  informed,  that  Thomas  Smith  ft  Richard 
uhe  are  appointed  Coinmissioners  on  the  Part  of  the  United  States, 
ther  of  them  to  indorse  the  Bills  that  shall  be  emitted  by  the 
MBBonwealth  of  I^nnsylvaniai  pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  Con* 
«H  of  the  10«»  of  March  last 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  Regard, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  &  most  hbble.  Servant, 

8AML.  nUNTINGTON,  Presid*. 
SBa  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Pkes.  Reed  to  GoNQRESsr  1780. 

ir, 

In  Duty  to  the  United  States  as  well  as  to  the  subjects  of  Penn- 
fliAnia  whose  Interests  are  the  particular  Objects  of  our  Care  we 
ITS  thought  proper  to  lay  before  the  Hon.  Congress  a  high  Abuse 
r  Office  committed  by  James  Moase  late  Clothier  Gen.  &  William 
feat  Jufl.f  his  Deputy  or  Appointee  who  in  Conjunction  with  Major 
eo.  Arnold  did  under  Colour  of  Office  in  the  Year  1778  take  from 
andry  Inhabitants  of  this  City  great  Quantities  of  Merchandise  not 
soessary  for  the  Army  which  were  converted  to  their  private  emol- 
Bent.  M'  West  thought  proper  soon  after  this  Transaction  to  go 
t  England  without  any  publick  Authority  &  Permission — has  since 
•ided  in  8*  Eustatia  k  lately  returned  to  this  State  in  Consequence 
'  a  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council :  Upon 
ling  Questioned  with  Respect  to  the  Transaction  of  Office  above 
ferred  to,  he  declared  himself  responsible  to  Congress  &  to  them 
ily  for  his  Conduct  therein. 

Uoneeiving  that  bis  Submission  to  your  Hon.  Body  was  in  this 
leluioe  proper,  we  transmit  an  attested  Copy  of  the  Agreement 
iCered  into  between  Mess.  Arnold,  Mease  &  West,  the  Original  of 
liieh  being  shewn  to  M'  West  be  acknowledged — &  there  are  divers 
mons  in  this  City  ready  as  we  are  informed  to  prove  the  taking 
mr  Goods  fW>m  them  as  before  mentioned. 
As  the  Appeal  is  thus  made  to  Congress  whose  Officers  the  Par* 
Mihen  were  we  beg  Leave  to  submit  it  to  their  Wisdom  &  Justice. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv., 
P.  S.     We  beg  Congress  will  excuse  the  not  sending  the  Original 
the  Agreement  as  there  are  private  Suits  depending  in  which 
vill  be  a  necessary  Piooe  of  Evidenoe  but  it  will  be  delivered  to 
eir  Order  when  necessary. 

*  See  p.  635— also,  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  663.  f  ^^P-  ^^^' 
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Lt.  Saml.  Rba  to  Prks.  Reed,  1780. 

Mountbethcli  Northampton  Coantj,  Deoem.  Itt,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  orders  received  from  CoaDcil  I  htTe  ordered  Mfc 
one  Class  of  the  Militia  of  this  County,  and  they  have  Uinied  woi 
past  Expectation,  by  the  best  acoount  I  hav%  yet  received  th^ 
amount  to  upwards  of  three  hundred  Men,  which  waa  thoogfat  bj  s 
number  of  the  frontier  Inhabitants  to  be  more  than  necessary  at  tkii 
Season  of  the«year,  Thereture  with  the  advice  of  the  Snb-Ijenteiiiiti 
I  have  Dismissed  the  men  from  three  Battalions  untiii  fartber 
orders,  which  we  suppose  to  be  the  oue  half  as  there  is  bat  six  Bst- 
talioDs  in  the  County,  hopeing  your  Excellency  and  Cooneii  bsj 
approve  thereof. 

I  remain  Sir,  witT  doe  respect 

your  Excellency s  Most  Obedient 

and  very  Hbble  Ser*, 

SAMUEL  REA,LieTit 
Directed^ 

[Ou  Public  Service.) 

*o  his  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esijnire,  President  of  Ae  Stiia 
of  Pennsylvania. 

To  the  Care  of 
Wm.  McFanon,  Esq. 


f. 


Col.  DAif.  Brodhead  to  P&ss.  Rbbi>,  1780. 

Fort  Pitt^  Dee.  8%  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yon  that  the  Delaware  Coandl  d 
Cooshocking  have  declared  war  against  the  Sencoa  Indiana  and  ii 
consequence  of  their  Declaration  have  already  killed  one  waniorrf 
that  Nation  upon  French  Creek,  tor  which  there  will  doubftleas  bsi 
retaliation,  and  with  a  small  quantity  of  Goods  their  force  uigbtbi 
entirely  diverted  from  our  frontier  Settlement!.  The  Indian  wkiah 
was  killed  by  the  Delawarea  belonged  to  a  party  consisting  of  aigkt^ 
who  had  taken  a  Woman  &  two  Children  from  Westmoreland  Gou- 
ty. But  as  the  Delawarcs  did  not  discover  any  of  the  Prisonen,  il 
is  probable  they  had  been  previously  murdered.  I  take  this  relatioi 
from  a  whiteman,  whom  I  sent  with  the  Indians  to  observe  tbeir 
Conduct 

The  Commissioner  of  Westmoreland  informs  me  thai  he  ii  l» 
purchase  7000  Gallons  of  Whiiikey  for  this  District,  the  order  fiva 
the  Honble  executive  Council  I  presume,  was  to  him  io  oonply  intk 
the  requisition  of  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  chief,  but  if  it 
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^  otherwise,  I  hope  we  shall  jet  be  allowed  some  liquor  which  is 
itf  to  drink.  Mr.  Ferry  has  oot  in  mj  opinion  answered  the  Rooom- 
endation  joa  received  in  his  favor,  and  as  it  appears  bj  the  inclosed 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Gov.  Jefferson  that  the  greatest  part  of  the 
inluibitants  on  this  side  the  mountain  are  indisputably  within  our 
State  I  submit  to  your  better  Judgment  whether  it  might  not  be 

Eoper  to  appoint  a  second  Commissioner  for  what  is  now  called 
ononffalia  &  Yoghagsnia.  ^ 

Our  distresses  for  want  of  Meat  continue  and  I  am  more  convinced 
flnui  before  that  an  adequate  supply  of  Moat  csnnot  be  had  from 
Mm  Inhabitants  on  this  side  the  mountain. 

The  new  arrangement  of  the  Array  is  indeed  a  very  Honble  onCi 
tad  many  will  probably  bo  induced  to  retire  but  for  my  own  part, 
as  I  have  been  so  long  in  actual  Service  I  hope  to  continue  in  the 
Field  unttli  the  liberty  of  my  Country  is  fully  established. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  a  lino  from  you  and  have  the  Honour 
to  be  with  the  utmost  respect  k  esteem, 

Pear  Sir,  your  most 
Obed*  ServS 

DANIKL  BRODIIEAD.* 

His  Excelly  Jos.  Roed,  Esq', 


(Copy)  Gov.  Jkffbrson  to   Col.  Danl.  Brodiiead,  1780. 

Richmond,  Oct  12«^  ITSO.t 
«r, 

I  received  some  time  ago  a  Latter  from  the  board  of  war  desiring 
^t  provisions  might  be  furnished  for  the  subsistence  of  the  garrison 
At  -Fort  Pitt,  I  immediately  infurmed  them  that  our  Treasurv  was 
Wtteriy  without  money  and  could  not  be  replenished  till  the  meeting 
•f  assembly,  that  the  line  which  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  assem- 
Hy  M  a  boundary  between  us  and  Pennsylvania  had  thrown  into 
that  State,  nearly  the  whole  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pitt 
md  being  not  yet  Ascertained,  had  left  it  difficult  and  improper  for 
OS  to  put  in  force  our  Provision  Law,  which  might  indeed  Produce 
inpplies  to  the  Posts  but  would  Probably  give  umbrage  to  the  state 
0f  Pennsylvania,  I  am  therefore  able  to  do  nothing  more  on  this 
head,  but  to  look  forwards  to  the  approaching  Sessitm  of  Assembly 
for  the  means  of  rrocuring  by  Puruhase  suplies  for  your  Post,  &  to 
the  Ratification  of  tbo  boundary  by  Pennsylvania,  and  its  actual 
Kzteption  to  ascertain  the  ground  on  which  wo  may  exercise  the 
Compulsory  measures  of  our  Law  on  failure  of  Purchases.  Indeed 
oar  inabillity  to  aid  you  may  be  well  known  by  the  Extreme  suffer- 
ings to  which  our  Posts  on  the  Ohio  have  been  exposed  &  of  which 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  586. 

t  There  is  probublj  an  error  in  this  (^ate  iu  taking  **  the  Copy"  as  It  is 
referred  to  by  0.  B.  under  date  of  the  8th. 
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joQ  eaniiot  be  uninfbrmed,  u  soon  m  any  Powers  sliall  be  put  into 
my  bands  to  prooare  either  by  Tolanteei  or  Compalaory  metiM,  a&j 
aopliea  for  yoa,  yoa  may  be  assnred  they  aball  be  ezeroied. 

I  am  with  great  respect  Sir, 

Yoor  moet  Obed'  Serr*, 
Directed^ 

Colonel  Daniel  Brodheaff,  Commander  of  Fort  Pitt 

P.  8.  Sinoe  writing  the  above  Col"  Campbell  informs  me,  thit 
the  only  obstacle  to  your  availing  yourself  of  die  Powers  gim  JM 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  Procureing  Provisions  is  an  sppe- 
bension  that  wo  might  entertain  a  Jealousy  at  the  exercise  of  wk 
Power,  I  assure  yon  that  no  such  apprehension  need  be  EnterlUMd. 
The  inhabitants  south  of  Masons  &  Dixons  Hne  Continued  are  deci- 
dedly in  Virginia,  over  these  therefore  we  cannot  authorise  joo  to 
Exercise  any  Power  derived  from  the  other  Government,  I  imke 
no  doubt  but  you  can  nearly  Judge  whereabouts  the  north  line 
will  Run  I  undorstAnd  it  will  but  a  little  to  Eastward  of  the  Ohio 
benoe  yon  may  Act  even  there  also  with  Tolerable  Certainty. 


Gbnl.  Wm.  Irvine  to  Prks.  Bebd,  1780. 

Carlisle,  Deo'r  8th,  1780. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  inclosed  Return  was  handed  mo  by  Lieutenant  Grier,  wbe 
says  he  is  now  the  only  officer  lei^ — the  rest  being  all  broke.  Mj 
reason  for  troubling  your  fixcelfency  with  this  matter  is  lor  fcsr 
these  men  may  be  forgot  by  the  State  ai  part  of  thoir  Quota.  Tinf 
weft  all  engaged  as  Artillery  men  &  not  as  Artifksers.  I  heiisie 
Col.  Flowers  claimed  them — but  on  no  better  fonndation  than  tbeir 
being  generally  under  his  direction  fixing  Amnnition.  Csptiil 
Coran  was  undoubtedly  an  Artillery  Officer;  these  men  were  all  rf 
bis  Company  and  properly  belong  to  the  State,  oonsequently  oaglft 
to  be  annexed  to  Col.  Prootor's  Regiment 

Lieutenant  Grier  has  been  sent  here  by  Baron  Stoben  from  Rieb' 
nioud  in  Virginia  (where  it  seems  he  Commands  at  present)  ki 
Bayonets  and  other  Military  Stores. 

I  have  the  honor 

to  be  yonr  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  IRVINB. 

Directedf 

On  Public  Service, 

Uis  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  EsquIrOi  Philadelphia. 
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Pbbs.  or  XJNivBRsnr  to  Db.  Wm.  Shippen,  1780. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  TnmteeB  of  the  UoiTersity  a  Petition 
vat  presented  ngned  by  a  Number  of  Y<>ung  Gentlumen,  Students 
if  Physiek,  setting  forth  the  great  Difficulty  they  are  nnder  with 
t  to  Anatomical  Lcotaresy  &  praying  the  Board  to  take  Dirdo^ 
BO  that  they  may  be  assured  of  ha?ing  them  within  (some  short 
jh«Q  Time. 

*  At  it  seems  to  be  the  general  Wish  that  yon  should  perform  this 
\Hlf  by  Desire  of  the  Board,  I  am  to  request  you  to  inform  them 
iMher  they  m.iy  depoud  upon  your  doing  thin  Duty,  &  when'  you 
HI  attend  it.  I  am  also  to  add  that  from  the  Advancement  of  the 
hascin  it  will  not  admit  of  any  Delay. 

I  am  with  due  Esteem,  Sir, 

your  Obcd.  Hbble.  ser., 

JOS.  KEED,  President 

of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Pbilad.  Deocm.  8, 1780. 


P&E8.  Reed  to  Delegates  in  Congrebs,  1780. 

Gentlemen,  .* 

.The  Ck^nduct  of  Cspt.  Harding  of  the  Confederacy  in  impressing 
hadieil,  stopping  Vessels,  searching  Papers,  &c.,  in  this  State  with- 
mt  any  authority  or  Permission  from  the  governing  powers  thereof, 
^  that  after  being  cautioned  k  wrote  to  on  the  subject,  cannot  be 
ong.  r  overlook'd,  &  we  request  you  to  lay  our  Complaint  against 
(m  before  the  Hon'  Congress.  I  must  also  observe  that  our 
Jnwillingness  to  interupt  the  more  important  Business  of  Congress 
Ml  Tear,  induced  us  to  pass  by  a  Number  of  Abuses  of  our  Trade, 
impressions  of  our  Citizens  &  other  Irregularities  by  Capt.  Harding 
k  hifl  Officers,  but  as  we  find  our  Lenity  has  led  to  a  Repetition  of 
hem.  We  request  you  will  take  such  Measures  as  you  think  most 
iODdncive  to  prevent  these  Practices  at  present  &  in  future. 

I  am  Qent., 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser. 

Directed^ 
The  Delegates  of  the  Stat«. 
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Samuel  Furviancb  Jb^,  to  Pres.  Bked,  1780. 

Baldmore,  10th  Deer.,  1780. 
Sir, 

'  By  the  demre  of  M*^^  George  Lindenberger,  one  of  the  Migistnka 
of  thk  TowOy  I  trtDsWiit  Von  a  Paper  coDtaioing  a  deeeripCioQ  d 
Two  meD  who  were  a  few  £yB  ago  taken  with  three  othen  oa  bnri 
One  of  the  Knemiea  small  Grniien  in  the  Ri?er  Patnxent.  Bki» 
maker  &  Steinmetz,  the  Pertona  whose  deaoriptions  I  send  jm,  m 
supposed  to  be  both  Inhabitants  of  Philada.,  and  therefore  amenbli 
to  your  Laws.  1  have  been  told  the  former  has  acknowledged  to 
M''  Hall,  our  Jailor,  that  he  acted  as  an  officer  on  board  the  GaUflji 
in  Delaware,  and  others  tell  me  he  was  an  Officer  of  Marinei  oi 
board  Captn.  Hopkins  in  the  Expedition  to  Providenoe.  Sefoal 
Gentlemn.  who  have  seen  him  since  he  was  brought  here  yasteiday, 
mention  bis  behavinff  with  the  greatest  Insolence  &  Boldness,  tbrov- 
ing  out  the  most  violent  Threats.  In  oonsequence  of  w^  M*^  Daden- 
bcrgcr  ordered  the  Jailor  to  confine  him*  closely^  tho  he  had  befon 
indulgd  him  with  Liberty  to  walk  about. 

If  it  appears  that  either  of  these  men  are  subject  to  your  Lam  it 
is  in  my  Opinion  great  pitty  they  should  escape  as  meer  PrisoBen 
of  War,  but  suffer  the  Rigor  of  the  Laws.  It  is  by  such  Yillaioi 
born  &,  fed  amongst  us  that  most  of  the  Depredations  committed  in 
Cheasapeake  since  last  Sprins  have  been  conducted.  I  undentiDd 
Shoemaker  acknowledges  &  boasts  that  he  was  at  the  BurniDg  of 
Col*  Fitsbugh's  &  M'  Parran's  Houses  at  Patuxent  about  six  we^ 
ago. 

M'  Lindenberger  has  put  into  mf  Hands  some  Papera  foand  on 
Shoemaker,  amongst  w^ich  is  his  Commission,  dated  last  July,  alM 
a  printed  Certificate  signed  the  11th  of  last  July  by  Peter  Daboii^ 
Magistrate  of  Police  at  New  York,  from  which  it  would  appear  tbft 
he  had  not  before  that  time  enlisted  under  British  Banners,  althe  bi 
told  M'  Lindenberger  he  had  Joined  them  upon  the  DeoIafatioB  of 
Independence.  ' 

M'  Lindenberger  requests  your  Excellency  will  as  soon  as  posaUe 
^ve  directions  about  these  men  to  be  sent  to  Philada.  A  Serrut 
who  goes  up  with  my  Son  &  Daughter  will  return  in  a  few  dayii  A 
may  be  found  at  my  Brother's  should  you  have  Occ^on  to  write 
by  him. 

I  am  with  much  Respect  Sir, 

your  most  hble.  Scrvt., 

SAML  PURVIANCE,  Jun'r. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 
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Dkposition  ov  Joseph  Shobmakxr,  1780. 

Baltimore  Towd,  State  of  Maryland. 

On  the  9th  day  of  Deer.,  1780,  was  brought  before  me,  one  of 
the  jastices  of  the  peace  for  the  County  aforesaid,  a  Certain  Joseph 
Shoemaker,  who  was  Privatiring  in  our  Bay  and  taken  by  John 
Walker ;  and  on  his  Examination  Confesseth  and  said  that  he  was 
RriYatiring,  and  prodaoed  a  Commission,  saying  that  he  hath  a 
rtoht  so  to  doo  in  Yirtue  of  his  Commission,  and  that  he  hath  taken 
illoat  with  Tobaoeo  in  our  Bay,  and  did  intent  as  Soon  as  he  eould 
gkt  %  better  Vessel  than  his  own  ho  would  follow  the  fleet.  He 
ilao  Confesseth  and  Sayd  that  he  was  Brother  to  Saml.  Shoemaker 
in  Phila.,  and  hath  Lived  there,  and  hath  acted  under  Commission 
IB  oor  Service  until  Independance  was  declared,  then  he  gave  up  his 
Dommission  and  Traded  from  Phila.  to  Virginia  for  some  time  until 
ha  was  taken  by  a  Brittischmen  of  War  and  carried  to  New  Torek, 
where  he  took  a  Brittisch  Commission  and  acted  since  under  that. 

At  the  same  time  was  taken  in  the  same  Privatier  and  brought 
before  mo  a  Captain  Henry  Stejnitz,  who  Confesseth  and  Says  that  he 
brmerly  Lived  in  Phila.,  and  when  the  Englisch  left  Phila.  he  went 
with  them  to  New  yorck,  and  that  this  was  his  Second  Voige  crus- 
iBg  against  America. 

Given  from  under  my  hand  and  Seal  this  10th  day  Dec'r,  1780. 

GEO.  LIN  DEN  BERG  Eli. 


Col.  Moses  Hazen  to  Phes.  Reed,  1780. 

Duplicate. 

Post  Fish-Kill,  10th  Dcccmr.,  1780. 
Sir, 

As  I  have  not  been  furnished  with  the  Act  of  Pennsylvania 
nepeoting  those  Officers  and  Soldiers  serving  in  my  Regiment  and 
radimed  aa  a  Part  of  your  State  Quota  to  enable  them  to  draw  a 
PjpDportion  of  Clothing  furnished  by  the  State  to  which  they  belong 
lad  other  Supplies.  1  must  beg  your  Excellency  will  please  to  give 
the  necessary  Orders  for  the  purpose  of  letting  mc  know  in  what 
Manner  1  am  to  proceed  in  making  out  the  Returns  and  drawiug 
thoee  Supplies,  and  in  particular  whether  those  Returns  are  to  be 
Bgned  and  certified  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  or 
by  the  Senior  Officer  from  the  State,  or  how  otherwise. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Ezcellencj^'s  most  obedient 
And  most  devoted  humble  servant, 

MOSES  HAZEN. 
Directed^ — Public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed;  Esquire^  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Vol.  VIU.— 28 
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Col.  Ephraim  Blaine  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

Philada.^  11th  Deocmbor^  1780. 
Sir, 

Yonr  faroTir  of  the  9th  Instant  to  Col.  Blaine  I  received  Itte  in 
the  Afternoon,  and  have  done  every  thing  in  mj  power  to  give  jour 
Excellency  the  best  information  on  the  aubjeot  of  it,  which  joa  will 
find  in  the  indofled  Batimate.  Sasaez  County  was  part  of  Colooel 
Hooper's  district,  therefore  part  of  the  Sum  affixed  to  his  name  maj 
be  due  to  Persons  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

I  have  "the  Honor 

to  be  Your  Excellency's 

most  Obed^  &  fnost  Hble.  serv^i 

GEO.  MORTON, 

for  E,  Blaine,  Esqr.,  C.  0.  of  P. 

Directed^ 

Public  Servioe; 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  Esquire,  Present. 


Resolution  ov  General  Assembly,  XT80. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Monday,  Dec.  11,  1780. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  directed  to  fnr- 
nisb  this  House  with  a  particular  account  of  all  confiscated  estate! 
already  sold,  with  the  names  of  the  Purchasers  and  the  prieefl  tbey 
were  sold  at,  together  with  an  account  of  those  reserved  for  the  uaa 
of  the  University,  and  those  remaining  unsold. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk.* 

*  See  CoL  Boo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  565. 
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nnu  OF  THi  OmoiKs,  kc,  o;  ihi  PmitsTLTAitiA 

AKTILLEST,    &C.,    U5DEB    TOE    COMMAND    OF 

Bbisadiib  Grnbeal  Watnx,  1780. 

of  til*  Offiesn,  Non-ConmiMnoned  and  Bank  A  VQa  of  tfao 
q'lnnia  ATtUler;  ud  Infantrr,  (Entitlod  to  draw  8tet« 
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Prbs.  Rbed  to  Gov.  Livikgstow,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  rccoired  your  Exccll'*  Favour  of  tbc  5th  lust.  rcBpeding  Josbm 
DuDting,  with  which  wc  shall  iD0«)t  readily  comply  by  delivering 
liiiu  to  any  Officer  produciog  your  Authority  to  demand  him.  Iq 
Consequence  of  an  Application  to  us  by  hi«»  Friends  we  gaTO  bin 
this  Indulgence  some  Time  ago  on  giving  Security  to  appear  befure 
you  &  abide  your  Order,  &  if  farther  Proof  should  arise  here  to 
return,  but  he  refused  Compliance,  k  was  of  course  detained.  The 
Causes  of  Suitpicion  aiainst  him  were  that  being  found  in  Garreja 
Ilouite  after  the  Family  had  denied  any  Persons  being  up  Stairs,  & 
that  in  Conveniution  with  Joel  Mrs.  Garvcy  said  that  if  he  coald  be 
got  to  Buntings  on  his  way  to  New  York  he  would  be  safe — besides 
which  it  appeared  Garvcy  had  lodged  there  frequently  on  Terms  of 
particular  Intimacy,  from  wliich  we  concluded  his  House  wasooeof 
the  Stages  for  Deserters  &  Prisoners  passing  to  New  York,  as  well 
as  for  commercial  Intercourse — We  beg  Leave  to  send  you  an  Infor- 
mation left  at  his  Lodgings  by  one  of  our  Officers  lately  exchanged, 
who  is  now  vbiting  bis  friends  in  the  Country,  but  will  be  here  is 
a  few  Days. 

I  wrote  your  Ezoelk  informing  that  Steelman  in  conseqaeooe  of 
l^all  &  Prices  coming  to  the  Town  had  refused  to  qualify  to  the 
Information  voluntarily  given  me  buc  which  I  have  no  Doubt  is  troe, 
he  has  never  sent  n|^  his  Narrative  as  he  proposed.  The  Pover  of 
Gold  seems  too  great  for  that  of  Honesty  &  Patriotism,  but  it  seems 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  publiok  Welfare  to  check  this  In- 
tercourse as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  great  Regard 

your  Exoell^  Obed.  Hbble  Serv., 

J.  R 

P.  S.  I  beg  lieave  to  add  that  I  have  received  a  Letter  from 
Hon.  Mr.  Scuddcr  respecting  Qarvoy,  &  that  wc  shall  be  ready  to 
deliver  him  to  any  Officer  authorized  to  take  Charge  of  him. 

Jndor9edf 
Deo.  11,  1780. 

Dirtctedf 
His  Ezoell-  Gov.  Livingston. 


PEmrSTLVANIA  ABOHIYES  1780.  M9 


RSSOLUTIONS  OT  CONGRBSS,  1780. 

In  Gongren,  Deom'  12tli|  1780. 

The  Comm**  to  whom  wu  referred  the  Letter  from  the  board  of 
Wia  of  28th  Nov'i  deli?ered  in  a  report,  whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Commander  in  Ohief  be  directed  to  reliere  if 
i»  shall  judge  that  post  necessary,  the  garrison  of  Wyoming  as  soon 
It  may  bOi  1^  troops  from  the  Continental  Army  not  belonging  to 
Im  Line  of  Pensylvania  or  Connecticut,  or  Citiiens  of  eiuer  of 
he  said  States ;  And  that  the  present  and  future  Garrison  eontinne 
n  be  supplied  by  the  Commissary  general  from  the  Magasines  of 
he  Continent  by  purchase  or  out  of  the  quota  of  proTisions  raised 
y  any  State  for  the  use  of  the  Continent 

Besol?ed,  That  the  Stike  of  Pensylyania  be  informed  of  the  steps 
JoDgress  have  taken  to  remove  every  subject  of  jealousy  or  discon- 
sot ;  And  that  they  be  requested  to  order  the  supplies  which  were 
topped  by  Lieut  Hunter  on  their  progress  to  Wyoming,  to  be  im- 
nediately  forwarded  to  that  Garrison  to  relieve  its  present  ui^gent 
liatresscs. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 


C.  J.  McEean  to  Pbbs.  Reed;  1780. 

Jir, 

My  indisposition  has  prevented  my  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
he  Act  of  Congress  of  yesterday,  respecting  my  bailing  Griswold 
mtil  now.  I  would  beg  the  Council  to  reflect  a  moment  on  the 
endency,  of  this  proceeding ;  if  a  Judge  is  obliged  to  satisfy  the 
}odncil  of  the  propriety  of  bis  judgment,  or  to  consult  their  Opinion, 
B  any  one  ease,  he  must  be  under  the  like  obligation  in  every  one 
br  I  do  not  see  where  the  line  is  to  be  drawn.  A  precedent  of  the 
und,  I  must  declare,  shall  never  be  introduced  by  me. 

A  communication  on  matters  of  this  nature  between  the  Executive 
ind  Judicial  Magistrates  cannot,  consistent  with  my  Ideas  of  pro- 
priety, bo  in  a  formal  manner,  but  in  a  private  and  friendly  way. 
[  am  sorry  that  the  Honorable  Council  should  differ  in  opinion  with 
ne  about  the  granting  a  hsbeas  corpus  for,  or  the  bailing  of  Joseph 
Sriswold,  and  should  be  very  happy  to  know  their  sentiments  on 
luch  occasions  from  the  Attorney  General.  I  was  very  anxious  to 
bear  every  thing  that  could  be  urged  on  both  sides  of  this  case,  and 
Ebr  that  purpose  caused  notice  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Bradford ;  he 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XTI.,  p.  569,  and  p.  057  of  this. 
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appeared  to  be  nninstrncted  and  did  not  stay  bnt  a  few  minutes, 
as  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessioos  was  sitting:*  and  M'  Scrgetnton 
the  other  side  spoke  very  little — In  short,  I  had  to  search  for  ad- 
judged cases  on  the  point  myself  and  humbly  conceive  that  my  con- 
duct in  this  particular  was  not  only  strictly  conformable  to  law  an4 
ny  doty,  but  that  I  can  satisfy  yon,  or  any  other  member  of  the 
Council,  who  will  do  me  the  honor  to  call  npon  me  that  the  Mitti- 
mus for  Griswold  was  not  such  as  could  possibly  exclude  him  from 
being  bailed,  and  that  the  utmost  I  oonld  justly  do  was  to  hold  hia 
in  a  recognizance  in  a  sufficient  sum,  with  two  sureties,  to  appear  aod 
answer,  £o.,  and  for  his  good  behavior  in  the  meantime,  which  In 
complied  with. 

As  a  private  Oentleman,  and  as  a  Friend  to  erery  individual  of 
the  Oonnoil,  I  would  wait  upon  them  at  the  time  proposed,  bnt  I 
have  not  been  able  to  walk,  nay  scarcely ^to  stir,  since  last  Friday 
night|  owing  to  a  violent  oold  or  rheumatiam  in  my  loins. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  perfect  esteem, 

your  most  obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

THO  M'KEAK. 

Philadelphia,  December  12th,  1780. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Lewis  yesterday  had  two  more  habeas  corpus's  allowed 
for  Samuel  Clarkson  and  John  Cummiogs — they  are  returnable  to 
morrow  at  1 L  o' Clock  A.  M.  I  wish  some  one  would  attend  in  be- 
half of  the  State. 

Direciedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  &o.  of  Penosjl* 
vania.  Present. 


C.  J.  McKean  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Sir, 

About  half  an  hour  after  Cummins  &  Clark  were  enlarged  ob 
bail  by  Judge  Bryan  and  myself,  I  received  the  favor  of  the 
Council  of  this  day,  with  the  affidavit  referred  to.  I  should  hare 
been  pleased  if  they  had  arrived  sooner,  as  we  could  with  propriety 
have  postponed  the  business  untill  the  Attorney  Oeneral  came  to 
Town,  he  being  expected  so  speedily ;  but  he  had  been  called  npoa 
at  his  office  yesterday  &  to  day,  and  we  were  informed  be  was  gone  ta 
Bucks  Court,  and  would  not  return  'till  the  end  of  the  week. 

I  find  that  I  have  mistaken  the  intentions  of  Council  in  their  Aet 
of  the  11th,  and  am  sorry  that  in  this  situation  I  should  bate 
remonstrated  in  a  manner  that  has  given  offence;  but  on  a  revudoo 
of  my  letter,  I  really  do  not  perceive  any  thing,  which,  in  uj 

*  Bee  p.6C6. 
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amble  opinioii^  oould  givo  jast  eanse  for  it.  I  wrote  as  an  Inde- 
mdent  Judge,  and  expressed  my  sense  of  hit  daty  io  deeent  & 
«pectfu1  laDgaage.  It  is  true,  I  meotioned  my  indisposition  **  and 
lat  I  oould  satisfy  you  or  any  other .  member  of  the  Conncil  who 
onld  do  me  the  honor  to  call  upon  me,"  that  my  conduct  in  tho 
lae  of  Joseph  Griswold*  was  strictly  conformable  to  law  &  my 
itj  ;  but  it  seems  I  was  not  iotitlcd  to  the  honor  of  being  called  upon 
f  any  of  that  Honorable  Body.  I  will  not  enter  into  a  disoossion 
*  tbo  comparative  dignity  of  a  member  of  Council  and  of  the  Chief 
iistice  being  desirous  of  transacting  the  public  business  in  a  way 
le  most  agreeable  and  likely  to  prove  the  most  beneficial ;  and 
selare,  that  my  meaning  was,  that  as  I  was  unable  to  wait  upon  tho 
Duncil,  I  would  bo  glad  to  see  any  of  them,  in  order  to  explain  the 
hole  proceeding,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  least  misunderstanding 
ren  for  a  moment. 

Ton  are  pleafied  to  say,  that  my  letter  on  this  occasion  has 
iren  the  Council  the  more  concern,  as  early  in  this  businessyou  had 
rote  to  me  that  you  might  have  seasonable  information  of  any 
leMnre  taken  ko.,  I  have  had  recourse  to  the  letter  lefcrrcd  to  which 
I  dated  the  22nd  of  Novemr.  last,  and  find  the  contents  are  for- 
otten  by  the  Council,  there  beine  no  such  intimation  therein ;  You 
alj  hope,  that  some  mode  may  be  fallen  upon  to  delay  these  men 
ring  enlarged  untill  you  had  time  to  communicate  the  circumstances 
I  the  Assembly,  that  the  Law  for  apprehending  disaffected  persona 
iiffht  be  renewed.  The  habeas  corpus  for  Griawold  was  apnlied  for 
I  legal  form  on  the  2nd  instant,  the  Attorney  General  had  notice 
r  it  oy  my  orders  (tho'  no  part  of  my  duty)  he  did  not  desire  the 
[emrinff  to  be  postponed  and  the  prisoner  was  bailed  on  the  6th  now 
ir,  I  shall  submit  it  to  you  whether  the  charge  of  precipitancy 
light  not  have  been  spared. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  gives  me  sreat  concern  that  the  Judges 
looid  give  any  offence  to  Council  by  bailing  persons  committed  by 
lem ;  but  while  their  commitments  are  of  no  more  validitv  than 
loae  of  Justices  of  tho  pcaco  while  commitments  in  England  bv  the 
liDff  himself  in  person,  or  by  his  privy  Council,  or  by  any  of  the 
leinbera  thereof,  arc  subject  to  an  examination  by  any  of  tho 
reive  Judges  on  a  habeas  corpus,  which  must  be  granted^  without 
slay  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  upon  demand  made ;  while  the 
notices  of  the  Supreme  court  in  this  State  are  intrusted  with  the 
Btronal  liberty  of  tho  Subject ;  in  brief,  while  the  habeas  corpus 
3t  remains  in  full  force ;  I  say,  while  those  things  are  so,  I  flatter 
lyaelf  upon  calm  reflexion  it  will  not  be  thought  amiss  in  tho 
udges  to  proceed  as  thdy  have  done  in  cases  of  this  sort. 

In  my  judicial  character  I  am  obliged  to  decide  according  to  the 
iwa  and  the  bestof  my  judgment,  uninfluenced  by  any  threats  or 
pprehensions  of  consequences ;  and  shall  be  extremely  unhappy  if 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  566,  660— and  664,  666,  of  this. 
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any  bjarj  to  tbe  Poblio  shonid  ensue  from^  or  tbe  harmony  of  iVe 
ExeoQtive  and  Jadicial  powers  of  Goyemment  ahoold  be  distorbed 

by  it. 

I  anil  Sir,  with  the  utmost  regard, 

your  Exoellenoy's  &  the  Coundls, 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THO.  McKEAN.* 

Philadelphia,  Deeemb.  12thy  1780. 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esqr. 

Wm.  Henry  to  Prbs.  Bbsd,  1780. 

Lancaster^  Deer.  12, 1780. 
Sir, 

The  provision  and  Forage  at  this  place  being  nearly  expended 
and  Majr.   Wirti  informing  the  Commanding   officer  Lt  Colo. 
Temple  that  ho  could  not  engage  to  furnish  the  Troops  with  i 
sufficient  Quantity  of  provisions.  Forage  &o.  The  Colonel  applied  to 
me  as  a  Magistrate  for  Press  Warrants  to  enable  Mr.  Wirti  to  tika 
those  Articles  where  they  might  be  found,  but  as  the  Laws  would 
not  support  me  in  granting  such  Warrants,  I  informed  the  Coloael 
that  I  would  write  to  the  president  and  Council  conoerning  the  Aiur, 
it  is  certain   they  cannot  be  supported  here  without  Bawling  the 
Hay  Ten  or  Fifteen  Mile,  as  the  Hay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lia- 
caster  has  been  chiefly  consumed  by  the  Horses  purchased  for  tho 
French  Army  and  by  the  Horses  kept  here  &c,  and  those  who  hive 
Hay  Cattle  ko.  will  not  part  with  it  without  Specie  or  Continentil 
Money — Why  is  not  the  New  State  Money  made  a  Legal  Tender,--- 
many  would  gladly  take  it,  if  they  could  pay  their  Debts  with  it 
If  the  persons,  who  may  refuse  to  take  the  New  Continental  Mooej 
are  admitted  to  Bail,  the  Severity  of  the  Law,  published  for  Con- 
sideration will  be  evaded.  Trials  will  be  put  off  from  Court  to  Cooit 
&o.     Would  it  not  be  better,  that  the  offender  should  be  Com* 
mitted  without  Bail  or  Main  prise  till  the  ensuing  Sessions  or  if  kt 
choose  it  till  a  Court  for  that  purpose  Should  be  called  by  himselC 
Soap,  Candles  and  Vegetables  are  not  furnished,  the  Troops  hot 
and  they  complain  much  for  Want  of  them, — One  of  our  CoUeotois 
is  sent  to  Jail  for  having  speculated  with  the  Money. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient, 

&  hum.  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY.t 

Directedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esq'  Philadelphia. 
^  Express; 

♦  flee  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII.,  pp.  666,  660. 
t  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XXL,  p.  670. 
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John  Hazelwood  to  Pkbs.  Ii££i>,  1780. 


To  ihe  Hoaounblo  the  Bxaoative  Gonaoa  of  the  State  of  Pean- 
•jlTtnia. 

VOntlMBCll 

After  reoeiTeiog  lostraetions  for  the  parchasrag  a  qnantitj  of 
salt  Proyiaions  taken  in  the  Prize  Ship  Sarah,  I  waited  on  Clemd. 
Siddle  Esqry  marsha)!,  to  know  the  day  of  Sale,  who  Informed  mo 
it  should  be  sold  on  Wcdnesdaj  the  18th  Instant,  since  which  I  got 
the  Inapeotor  of  salt  provbions  for  the  City  to  go  with  mo  to  examine 
the  same  &  find  it  to  be  saoh  as  is  by  no  means  fitt  for  the  use  of  the 
Army. 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obt.  Sevt. 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  C.  P. 
I>ecbr.  12th;  1780. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  President  of  the  supreme 
Ezeottti?e  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

80  Tierces  Peas. 

10  Barrels  Beef  not  Good. 

1 1  Tieroes  Beef  not  Good. 
18  hhd.  Ditto  not  Good. 

&0  puncheon  Pork  not  Good. 

6  Tieroes  Ditto  Sweet  but  thin  and  has  been  repacked  lately. 

1  Barrel  Ditto. 


CnaiflTiAN  WiRTZ  TO  Prks.  Reed,  1780. 

Lancaster,  December  12<^  1780.  . 
Sir, 

Col.  Myland's  Regiment  of  Dragoons,  at  present  under  the  oom- 
mand  of  Lieu^  Col.  Temple,  have  arrived,  and  are  station'd  in  this 
Town.  The  Demands  of  Provisions  and  Forage  for  the  support  of 
the  Corps,  and  the  Daily  Issues  to  Guards,  Soldiers  on  furlough* 
Prisoners  of  War,  and  Forage  to  Brigades  of  Waggons,  will  evidently 
appear  to  be  somewhat  extensive. 

The  Consumption  of  the  Article  of  Hay  will  be  ffreater  than  the 
Country  in  this  Vicinity  can  furnish  \  and  unless  the  Invalid  Horses, 
and  part  of  those  belonging  to  the  Corps,  are  distributed  through  the 
County,  they  will  undoubtedly  Suffer,  and  not  be  Supplied.  Tho 
Draught  in  the  last  Summer  Season  was  so  coustant  as  to  prevent 

28 
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the  Crops  being  so  good  an  xx9un\,  besides  the  Qnantities  M'  SIoq^ 
pnrchas'd  for  the  use  of  the  French  Horses,  which  makes  the  Sor- 
city  become  more  general ;  so  that  we  are  necesatated  to  Haul  the 
Haj  16  and  18  Miles. 

CoL  Temple  is  unwilling  to  have  his  Regiment  IHyided^  and  make 
no  doubt  has  wrote  to  Council  on  the  Subject. 

When  jour  Excellency  was  at  Lancaster,  I  received  Orden  to 

furchase  Beef  Cattle  for  the  support  of  this  Post,  in  which  bnuniff 
proceeded  as  far  as  I  was  enabled,  and  the  Continental  HoMf 
Luted ;  so  that  the  Stores  were  supplied,  and  abont  Six  or  £i|kt 
Weeks  remaining  in  Stock ;  but  now  am  sorry  to  Liform  Comml, 
that  I  can  make  no  farther  Progress  in  that  Way,  by  Yolantaij 
Purchase,  as  the  State  Money  will  not  pass  for  that  Purpose.  Tkii 
Information  I  have  thought  advisable  to  give,  In  Order  that  Vn- 
vision  may  be  made  in  Time. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Y'  Excellency's  most  Obd<  &  Humble  ServS 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  C.  P.  L  C  » 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Stiie  of 
Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia, 


Pres.  Reed  to   Chiep  Justice  McKban,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  Yesterday*  was  duly  received.  Your  Indi8pQntio& 
would  havo  been  a  sufficient  Apology  without  the  other  BetsoBS, 
which  the  Council  are  of  Opinion  might  on  thb  Occasion  have  beea 
spared,  as  there  was  no  Intention,  nor  did  our  request  intimate  anji 
to  render  any  Account  of  your  judicial  Proceedings,  but  merely  to 
confer  with  you  on  the  Subject,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  publiek 
Safety,  &  in  future  prevent  Interferences  of  Authority,  which  onlj 
weaken  Government,  &  incrcai>e  the  Insolence  of  the  disaffected. 

We  shall  at  all  Times  endeavor  to  avoid  inconvenient  Precedents, 
&  especially  wo  shall  not  estabi'sh  that  of  the  Supreme  ExecatiTa 
Council  attending  on  any  of  their  own  Appointments,  either  collet 
tively  or  individually,  on  publiek  Business. 

Your  Letter  on  this  Oocasion  has  given  the  Council  the  more 
Concern,  as  early  in  this  Business  we  wrote  to  you,  that  we  nfgtit 
have  seasonable  Information  of  any  Measures  taken,  which,  if  we 
had  received,  we  should  have  directed  the  Att^  Gen>,  &  have  fnn^bed 
him  with  the  Grounds  of  Griswold's  Commitment : — as  it  was,  vt 


knew  nothing  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  till  the  Party  was  dischaigei 
We  are  informed  it  has  been  practised,  that  when  the  Crown  ^ 

♦  CoL  Rec,  Vol  XII.,  page  670. 
t  See  pp.  64d-662,  606. 
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EngljiDcl)  has  not  been  prepared,  the  Party  has  been  remanded,  «fe 
brought  up  at  aoother  Day,  But  how  tho  Council  oould  give  you 
the  neceasary  DireotioDSy  when  the  BusinesB  b  thus  precipitated 
withoat  their  Knowledge,  we  are  yet  to  learn. 

.WahafetiasQed  a  Warrant  to  apprehend  Griawold  afauii  u  we 
4iai)f  tbe  raty  while  we  are  of  Opinion  their  bein^  at  Uigj^  if  inoon-. 
ni^t  with  the  publiek  Safetv.    And  on  thia  Subjeot  moat  add,  thai . 
■ereral'  ot  these  Peraons  are  detained  in  Prison  to  be  delivered  to  the, 
AnAority  of  New  Jersey,  where  their  Offences  were  oommittedi  ft 
we  have  so  bformed  the  Governor  of  that  State.    If  farther  Die-, 
obaxwesare  made  ft  any  Consequences  prejudicial  to  the  pnblick  ensue, 
we  shall  deem  ourselves  entirely  ezonerutcd  from. any  Blame;  &  if 
the  Harmony  of  the  executive  Power  of  Government  is  distnrbedu 
iVe  shall  hold  ourselves  eoually  innocent.    We  have  sent  for  the 
Ati'y  Gcnl.y  &  if  practicable  he  will  attend  this  Day. 
I  am^  Sir;  Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Servt.| 

JOS.  REED.* 
In(Ior9e4ff 
Dec.  13, 1780. 


Pubs.  Rebd  to  Edward  Scull,  1780. 

Sir,  ' 

I  duly  received  your  Letter  of  the  10th  Inst.,  &  am  very  sorry  for 
the  Neglect  you  complain  of,  ft  the  more  as  I  particularly  requested 
Col.  Morgan  to  make  it  an  Object  of  his  special  Care — At  present 
we  can  do  no  more  than  nrge  him  to  perform  his  Duty,  which  we 
have  done  by  the  enclosed  Resolve,  which  you  will  forward  to  him, 
ft  gethia  peremptory  Ordera  to  the  Sub  Lieutenants,  to  proceed  with 
All  Dili^nce.     We  have  no  Money  in  the  Treasury,  nor  is  there  anj  ■ 
Probability  of  replenishing  it,  at  least  for  some  Time.    Tho  Assein- 
blj  are  about  such  great  ft  material  Alterations  in  the  Militia,  by ' 
Btnking  off  the  Sub  Lieutenants,  ft  diminbbing  the  Number  of  Muster 
Days,  that  it  would  not  bo  proper  to  make  any  new  Appoiutmenta  ^ 
nniill  we  see  the  Issue  of  their  Deliberations.  \ 

I  am.  Sir,  Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Senr.    C 


Besolved,  That  Col.  Jacob  Morgan,  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Berks,  be  directed  to  pay  off,  with  all  Expedition,  the  Militia  who 
loareh'd  on  the  late  Tour  of  Duty  ;  ft  that  in  Cose  of  Col.  Morgan'a 
Indisposition  to  proceed  personally  in  this  Duty,  he  urge  the  Sub 
Ideuten**  so  as  [to]  collect  a  competent  Sum  to  answer  the  above 
Purpose  without  Delay. 
Jndortedf 
Dec.  18, 1780. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  666,  667,— and  page  649  of  this  Yol. 


666  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHITES  1780. 


Pres.  Besb  to  Lt.  Col.  Ryan,  1780. 


Sir, 

Upon  examination  of  yoor  Appointment  we  think  yon  intided  to 
joor  pay  as  Lieut  Col.  daring*  the  tour  of  dnty,  which  wedoabi  not 
the  Paymaster  will  settle  with  yon  on  the  same  Principles  of  Depie- 
ciation  with  other  officers. 

The  Assembly  have  made  such  material  changes  in  the  Militia  Liw 
as  in  our  opinion  will  make  that  serrice  very  different  ^m  whtt  it 
has  been  &  as  the  appointment  of  Inspector  was  once  considered  bj 
the  Legislature  &  not  appro?ed  we  think  it  our  duty  to  inform  joa 
thereof  so  that  you  need  no  longer  place  any  dcpendanoe  on  tn 
appointment  thus  circumstanced,  &  which  may  prevent  your  eoguiBg 
in  some  mode  of  Business  more  permanent  which  you  will  consider 
yourself  from  this  time  at  liberty  to  do. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  obcd.  Hbble  Ser. 

IHrectedj 
L»  Col.  Ryan. 

InJorsedf 
Dec  13^^  1780.    To  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ryan. 


AsssMBLT  TO  Pbbs.  Rbsd,  1780. 

In  Oen.  Assembly;  Dec.  14«^,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  house  hare  directed  me  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  Resolve  of  the 
8^  ^instant  appointing  a  Committee  to  procure  a  state  of  the  Tremiy 
&  to  inform  Your  Excellency  &  the  Honble  the  Council,  Uiat 
no  other  order  has  been  given  by  thb  House.  The  Committee 
having  been  called  upon  deny  giving  any  order,  prohibiting  tbe 
Treasurer  ^m  issuing  Continental  Money.  I  have  the  Honoor  to 
be  with  sentiments  of  Respect  &  Esteem, 

Sir,  Tour  Excollencys  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  servl. 

FRED'K  H.  MUHLENBERG,  Speakcr.f 
Di'rectefff 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'  President  of  the  State. 

*  See  Col.  Rec  ,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  571. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  668. 
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Prbs.  or  CoKQREss  TO  Prbs.  Resd,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Deoember  14|  1780. 

Hr, 

Your  Ezoellenoj  will  reoeire  enolosed,  the  Copy  of  a  resolve  of 
DongroeB  of  the  12^  iDBtanti  by  which  you  will  te  informed  of  the 
If  easiires  they  have  adopted  for  relieTioe  and  sapplyiDg  the  ffarriaoii 
U  Wyoming,  and  for  removing  every  Bubject  of  Jealoosy  &  Disoon- 
kMik  And  to  relieve  the  present  ureent  Distress  of  the  Oarrisoni  it 
m  requested  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  would  order  the  supplies 
irhieh  were  stopped  by  Lieut.  Hunter  on  their  progress  to  Wyoming 
k>  be  immediately  forwarded  to  that  Garrison. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  hishost  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  Servant. 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President.* 
Dirededj 

Excellency  President  Beed. 


Prbs.  Beed  to  David  BmENnousB,  1780. 

Rr, 

By  a  Clause  in  the  inclosed  Bill  you  will  observe  that  the  Presi- 
dent or  Vice  President  in  Council  are  directed  to  draw  upon  you  for 
n  Sum  equal  to  in  Specie  in  order  to  inlist  such  Soldiers 

irhose  Times  of  Inlistment  are  near  expiring.  You  will  please 
ko  inform  me  what  Money  you  have  in  the  Treasury  &  what  Pros- 
pects you  have  of  complying  with  such  Orders  if  drawn  upon  you, 
lor  the  above  Purpose.  As  we  apprehend  the  House  of  Assembly 
woe  not  acquainted  with  the  State  of  our  Finances  wo  wish  to  eive 
them  proper  Information  lest  they  should  be  disappointed  in  their 
Bzpeetations  on  this  Subject. 

I  am  &c.f 

Deo.  14%  1780.    To  David  Bittenhouse,  Esq.,  Treasurer^ 


Pres.  Ebed  to  C.  J.  McKban,  1780. 

Sir, 

You  will  please  to  return  M'  Joel's  Affidavit  as  it  was  made  no 
TJae  of.  As  you  seem  still  to  mistake  the  Intervention  of  the 
Council  for  a  Controul  of  your  judicial  Freedom  I  can  only  repeat 
that  it  was  calculated  to  give  the  State  an  Opp^  to  bo  heard  &  that 


*  See  page  649. 

t  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  571. 
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Measures  for  the  publick  Safety  migbt  be  adopted  con^isteBt  with 
tbe  Law  which  premataro  Dooitfions  have  pre?eDted.  The  proee«> 
diDg  to  dificbarge  tbe  others  when  tbe  Att'  Gren.  was  out  of  Town 
on  publick  Business  seems  rather  calcalated  to  add  to  than  lessen 
the  publick  Difficulties.  But  as  we  have  resolved  to  make  do  mon 
Commitments  subject  to  such  basty  &  imprudent  Cootronl  there  ii 
DO  Necessity  to  enlarge  farther  upon  a  disagreeable  Subject 

I  am  Siri 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser.* 
Indorsed, 

Dec.  15%  1780.     To  Honble  Thomas  McKean,  Esq.^  Chief 
Justice. 


Resolution  of  Genbbal  Assehbly,  1780. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  16«*  December,  1780. 
The  Committee  appointed  on  the  10'^  ult.  to  ascertain  and  report 
the  expenses  of  Government  &o.  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State,  dated  in  Council  the 
14*^f  Ins* ;  which  being  read  and  considered,  it  was 

Resolved,  that  the  said  Committee  be  instructed  to  make  applicft* 
tion  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  a  list  of  the  names  tad 
employments  of  all  persons  now  in  office,  nominated  by  Council  hj 
virtue  of  any  Act  of  Assembly. 

Extract  from  tbe  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  STEEETT,  Clerk. 


Fres.  Reed  to  Pres.  of  Court  at  Northumbekland, 

1780. 
Sir, 

The  Assembly  of  the  State  have  directed  tb6  Att^  Gen.  to  attend 
tbe  Trial  of  Francis  Llopkinson,  Enq.,  Judge  of  the  Adm^  on  Tow- 
day  next:  his  Attendanco  at  the  County  Court  of  Northampton  wiO 
of  course  be  impracticable  the  Publick  Interests  will  therefore  reqotre 
that  the  Trials  of  Minprinion  of  Treason  or  other  Offijnces  other  than 
the  ordinary  lousiness  of  Sessions  should  be  deferred  till  the  Att' 
General  can  attend  them. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Sor., 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed, — The  Presid.  of  the  Court  of  Q'  Session,  Northampton. 
Indorted, 

Dec.  16%  1780.  To  the  President  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  N'»  County. 

*  See  page  650,  &e. 

t  8««  CoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  671. 
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Hon.  James  Duanb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

Philad.y  16  Decern.,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Sherif  some  days  since  handed  me  a  Letter  as  from  jour 
Bzeellenoy  bat  unsigned.  It  was  nevertheless  treated  with  all  the 
Respect  which  was  possible,  and  the  Sherif  was  left  at  Liberty  to 
BZAmine  every  Apartment  without  Interruption.  He  was  only  told 
diat  the  House  was  our  possession,  and  that  in  the  first  Instance  it 
mast  be  presumed  in  Law  that  the  goods  belonged  to  the  OccupantSi 
lihmt  the  bare  assertion  of  the  Defendant  Bulkly  coud  be  do  proof  to 
the  Contrary,  that  there  were  beside  interfering  claims,  and  that  he 
Doght  to  call  a  jury  to  ascertain  the  property,  for  his  own  justifica- 
tion and  to  avoid  oppression;  and  that  otherwise  he  must  proceed  at 
hifl  peril.  Thid  Remonstrance  having  no  Effect  the  ITouse  was 
abandoned  to  his  discretion,  and  he  completed  his  Inventory  accor- 
ding to  Rulkly's  direction. 

On  his  principles  we  do  not  see  what  should  restrain  him  from 
enterinff  the  House  even  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  inventorying 
and  selling  his  Effects,  if  Bulkly  woud  attend  and  affirm  that  he 
cUima  them  as  his  own. 

The  Judgement  is  understood  on  all  hands  to  bo  collusive.  The 
Bherif  himself  seems  to  be  of  that  opinion :  but  there  is  no  Court 
of  Chancery  to  detect  the  fraud :  and  this  in  a  Case  where  the  Rem- 
edy woud  be  certain,  for  M*"  Dickcn&on  is  a  judgement  Creditor  of 
longstanding,  and  from  mere  Charity  has  withheld  his  Execution 
H*  Uowel  is  also  a  Creditor.  Even  indcpendant  of  these  Consider- 
ations if  Bulkly  coud  strip  the  House  of  all  he  might  possibly  claim 
in  riffht  of  marriage,  it  woud  bo  of  very  little  benefit  to  him,  nor 
woud  it  incommode  us :  the  Chief  of  the  furniture  belonging  to  M** 
Jones  an  absent  Delegate  of  Virginia,  M'  Howel  M"  Prid  and 
another  Relation  of  the  family.  These  are  represented  to  us  as 
FWcts,  and  we  think  ourselves  bound  to  lay  them  before  your  Excel- 
lency from  motives  of  Humanity  as  well  as  Justice ;  and  because 
it  woud,  to  say  no  more  bo  unreasonable  that  we  shoud  suffer  very 
great  Inconvenicncics  which  even  the  Rigour  of  Law  does  not  require 
and  a  Court  of  Equity  woud  prevent. 

On  the  whole  we  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  the  Sherif  conducts 
himself  by  the  Opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  who  is  a  publick 
officer.  The  station  in  which  wo  are  placed  and  the  Circumstances 
of  the  Case  seem  to  point  it  out  as  proper.  Delicacy  alone  forbids 
us  to  trouble  your  Excellency,  or  we  shoud  request  the  favour  of 
jour  Direction. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect  Sir^ 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  very  humble  Servant, 

JAS.  DUANE.* 

Directed, — His  Excellency  President  Rood. 

*  See  page  G29. 
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Bbiq.  Gbn.  Jambs  Irvihb  and  Col.  G.  Matthkws  to 

CONGRBSSy   1780. 

Philadelphia,  16"^  Deoember,  1780. 
(Copy.) 
Sir, 

Appointed  to  the  honor  of  waiting  on  Congress  in  behalf  of  odt 
unfortunate  fellow-captives  still  in  possession  of  the  Enemy  on  LoDg 
Island,  we  are  instrncted  to  represent  to  that  honorable  Body  the 
necessity  of  yielding  them  immediate  relief  and  support  The  keen 
sensation  inseparable  from  pressing  want  induced  them  to  solicit  Sir 
Henry  Clintons  permission  for  this  purpose ;  we  will  not,  however,  lest 
we  wound  too  deeply  the  feelings  of  humanity,  enter  into  a  detail  of 
all  the  complicated  ills  they  hare  experienced  during  the  space  of 
nineteen  tedious  months  in  which  they  have  received  no  manoer  of 
support  from  the  Public — not  even  had  their  Board  paid  ;  in  oome- 
quence  of  which  some  of  them  have  been  compelled  to  seek  i 
wretched  retreat  from  fumine  in  the  detested  Provost  of  New  ToriL 

Under  cover  are  Sundry  Papers  which  will  explain  to  your  Exoel- 
lency  and  Congress  in  what  manner  it  will  now  be  in  your  power  to 
affonl  relief  to  your  unfortunate  Officers,  by  furnishing  them  witk 
such  necessarys  as  can  best  be  spared  for  that  purpose.  To  this  le 
earnestly  beg  your  earliest  attention,  and  should  any  further  perBOO- 
al  explanations  bo  necessary  we  will  be  happy  in  attending  Congres 
or  any  part  of  them  for  this  purpose. 

The  confidence  thus  reposed  in  us  by  our  fellow  prisoners  not  on- 
ly affords  an  opportunity  of  manifesting  our  attachment  to  then 
and  attention  to  their  wants,  hoi  also  to  represent  our  own  parties- 
lar  Situation,  wherein  we  have  received  a  deeper  wound  from  oor 
Country,  than  either  want  could  impose  or  the  severity  of  an  enenj 
could  inflict. 

Our  vanity  does  not  lead  us  to  boast  of  more  than  common  abiB* 
ties  as  Soldiers  ;  but  in  point  of  attachment  and  readiness  to  do  otf 
duty  when  our  country  calls,  we  yield  to  none. — Conscious  of  hav- 
ing sacrificed  interest  and  ease  for  her  service,  and  some  of  us  neg- 
lected the  duties  of  a  Parent  to  a  rising  family  of  helpless  children; 
and  that  since  wo  became  her  Soldiers  we  have  never  indulged  a 
wish  to  survive  the  liberty  of  our  country ;  we  leave  you  to  judgt 
what  must  be  our  feelings  when  held  up  to  public  view  to  be  point- 
ed at  as  unworthy  the  rank  we  bore  in  her  Army,  and  undeserving 
those  liberties  for  which  wo  have  fought  and  bled,  by  the  exchanee 
of  Officers  Prisoners  of  a  few  months  date  in  preference  to  us  who 
have  indured  a  captivity  of  more  than  three  torturing  years. 

Mortifying  as  these  reflections  must  to  a  sensible  mind,  necessari- 
ly be,  they  are  sometimes  softened  by  the  belief  that  they  were  occi- 
sioned  by  inattention  rather  than  any  design  to  injure ;  and  that 
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Coogress  will  readily  apply  immediate  relief  to  the  wcnmd  we  haye 
veoeived  by  effecting  our  liberation  for  the  Prisoners  still  remain- 
ing ID  their  handa— -m  which  also  we  hope  will  be  inoladed  the  yet 
unfortunate  Gentlemen  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy  on  Long  Island 
"-Surely  justioe  ealb  for  sooh  a  step  and  humanity  adds  her  request 
far  its  execution. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  with  all  possible 

Respect  &  esteem  four  Excellency's  Host 

Obedient  and  yery  Humble  Servant, 

(Signed) 

JAMES  IRVINE,  B.  Gen*. 
GEORGE  MATHEWS, 

Col.  9**  Virg.  Regt. 
His  Excellency  Samuel  Huntington  Esquure. 


Wh.  Mo  Call  a  to  Council,  1780. 

Bucks  County  December  17th,  1780. 

To  the  Supreme,  the  Executive  Council,  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
mmia. 

Gentlemen  agreeable  to  my  Commission,  and  the  Trust  Com- 
nitted  to  me,  as  Commissioner  of  Purchases  for  the  supplies  of  the 
Army,  I  have  applied  to  Col.  Arthur  Irvine  to  purchase  from  him 
Vorage  and  Other  Grain,  as  he  hath  a  Large  Quantity  of  both, 
and  can  Obtain  none,  he  makes  a  slighty  Excuse,  and  says  if  I  had 
OoDtinental  Money,  he  woud  sell  me,  but  that  Excuse  is  entirely  be- 
eauae  he  knows  that  I  have  no  Money  of  that  sort,  nor  can  procure 
majf  at  present  has  Daily  Trafficing  with  his  Grain,  and  exchang- 
ing it  for  Iron,  &o.  sending  the  Iron  to  the  North-ward,  and  Car- 
rying on  a  Trade  in  that  Respect,  and  when  spoke  to  he  replies  that 
he  pays  no  regard  to  me  nor  any  other  Authority,  he  will  sell  and 
dinKwe  as  he  thinks  proper,  this  Gentleman  is  causing  a  great  Dis- 
Mtofaction  among  other  Individuals,  that  is  sparine  Generously  out 
ef  their  small  quantitys,  that  he  Either  will,  or  shall,  have  these 
Libertys  I  did  not  chuse  to  go  into  any  forcive  measure  with  him, 
before  acquainting  with  bis  Conduct,  the  above  you  may  depend  can 
be  well  Authenticated  by  Good  Evidences. 

I  am  Gentlemen  your  most 

Obd*.  &  Very  Humble  Servant. 

Wm.  CALLA. 
C.  P.  B.  C. 
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David  Rittenhouse  to  Pres,  Reed,  1780. 

Decern'.  18  tb,  1780. 
Sir, 

Yoars  dated  in  Conaoil,  the  14th*  I  received,  but  a  harry  of  Boa- 
ncss  has  prevented  my  answering  it  sooner.  The  Continental  moDej 
in  my  hands  at  present  is  quite  inconsiderable,  ezclnsive  of  about 
35,000  Dollars  which  is  not  in  a  condition  to  be  reissued.  There 
is  upwards  of  £30,000  of  the  new  State  money  in  the  Treasury. 

I  heartily  wish  the  House  was  fully  acquainted  with  the  sitoatioo 
of  our  finances,  but  it  is  a  matter  that  will  require  much  time  aod 
attention.     For  my  own  part  I  fancy  that  I  foresee  difficulties  al- 
most insuperable  unless  new  measures  are  adopted  to  raise  poblie 
money.    In  the  present  mode  I  doubt  whether  the  entire  sum  to  be 
raised  the  ensuing  year  will  be  worth  much  more  than  an  18  peonj 
Tax  was  in  73  or  74.     The  sums  to  be  levied  are  set  in  the  old  Con- 
tinental money,  worth  at  present  perhaps  about    ^^  of  the  nominil 
Sum,  and  I  shall  acknowledge  myself  greatly  mistaken  if  before  the  8 
monthly   Taxes   are  collected  it  does  not   sink  to  bJo-  ^^^^  *^ 
perhaps  be  of  little   consequence  if  we  were  not  under  the  neeenitj 
of  reissucing  the  old  money,  and  could  procure  and  issue  the  new  at 
full  value.     But  how   is  this   to  be  done.     The   new  money  miut 
be  received  in  Taxes  at  some  certain  rate,  compared  with  the  oM,  or 
<<  Nobody  will  take  it  if  they  oant  pay  Taxes  with  it''  will  be  the 
Cry.  Shall  it  be  set  at  40  for  one,  it  will  then  be  reduced  at  once  tt 
i  of  the  intended  value,  &  the  publick  Stock  proportionably  diBia- 
ished.  It  will  perhaps  be  wiser  to  fix  it  at  120  for  once  after  a  fst 
months  the  old  money  falls  to  150  or  160  for  one  and  a  total  itif 
to  all  collecting  of  Taxes  takes  place,  every  body  haa  the  new 
money,  but  they  cannot  part  with  it  unless  yon  allow  them  spedi 
value.    The  Consequence  is  that,  either  you  must  allow  one  nev 
Dollar  to  pay  the  Tax  of  150  or  200,  and  so  the  publiok  reveniKi 
dwindle   to  nothing,  or  you  do  not  alter  the  rate,  &  the  new  mosey 
depreciates  as  fast  as  the  old         ■    In  short  I  look  upon  the  M 
money,  exce^^sive  in  its  nominal  Quantity,  destitute  of  any  proper 
support,  and  with  the  most  unaooountable  and  Contradictory  pr^n* 
dices  tack'd  to  it,  to  be  the  greatest  evil  we  labour  under,  and  mdhr 
cient  to  ruin  any  Currency,  Gold  and  Silver  not  excepted,  which  il 
in  any  way  connected  with  it,  and  I  verily  believe  the   aseociatioa 
lately  entered  into  to  preserve  its  credit  was  a  mistaken  Step,  wkidi 
will  be  attended  with   pernicious  Consequences.  Bad  as  it  is,  it  will 
nevertheless  make  a  very  formidable  opposition  to  every  attempt  that 
may  be  made  to  introduce  any  thing  better  in  its  room. 

I  am  Sir  with  great  respect  Your 

most  obedient  Humble  Serv^ 

DAVD.  RITTENHOUSE.* 
I>irected,-^Uh  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State, 

*  See  page  657. 
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Brio.  Gen.  James  Iuvine  to  Assembly,  1780. 

Philadelphia,  18"^  Deo.,  1780. 
Sir, 

Nomioated  to  the  fminfal,  though  from  its  hoped  for  happy  eon- 
seqveoces,  pleasing  office  of  waitiog  on  Congress  and  the  Legislatare 
of  this  State  on  behalf  of  my  unfortunate  fellow  captives  on  Long 
Island,  I  am  instructed  to  lay  before  them  the  distresses  to  which 
they  have  been  subjected,  not  only  from  a  total  want  of  almost 
every  necessary  that  can  render  life  supportable  but  also  from  the 
adoption  of  a  system  whereby  the  Prisoners  of  this  State  arc,  as 
they  conceive  cruelly  denied  the  advantages  afforded  to  those  of  the 
other  States ;  that  of  being  exchanged  for  the  Prisoners  taken  by 
the  sabjecta  of  such  States  respectively. 

In  justice  to  the  supreme  Legislature  of  their  country  as  well  as 
in  tendeme^s  to  their  own  injured  feelings,  they  would  willingly 
suppose    that   the    Kesolution  of   Congress  forbidding   the  future 
exchange  of  prisoners  in  the  line  of  any  particular  State,  could  not 
be    intentionally  designed  against    the  unhappy  subjects   of  this 
Commonwealth;   yet,  when  they  consider  the   great    number   of 
Pennsylvania  officers  in  captivity,  the  total  neglect  or  inability  of 
the  Public  at  large  to  relievo  their  urgent  necessities ;  the  consequent 
enormous  ezpenco  which  this  State  must  necessarily  incur  in  admin- 
istering to  these  wants ;  and  rcooUeoting  the  many  instances  wherein 
the  Gentlemen  of  other  States  have  been  liberated  upon  prinoiplea 
directly  opposite  to  those  now  complained    of,  they  cannot  deny 
themselves  the  justice  of  remonstrating  against  a  system  which  in 
its  operation  must  unavoidably  injure  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have 
the  honor  to  represent. 

On  the  subject  of  supplies  they  think  it  sufficient  to  inform  this 
honorable  Uouse  that  since  the  20*^  of  May  1779,  they  have  received 
no  manner  of  support  of  the  Public,  notwithstanding  repeated 
applications  both  to  Congress  and  the  Legislature  of  this  State, 
Confidently  relying  on  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of  this  House,  aa 
well  as  on  their  ability  to  relieve  their  suffering  officers  in  captivity, 
I  wil)  yenturo  to  suggest  to  them,  that  if  Specie  can  be  procured  it 
will  not  only  afford  more  immediate  relief,  but  bo  also  attended 
with  less  inconveniency  than  any  other  method  at  present  practicable; 
but  if  this  be  impossible  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the 
copies  of  sundry  papers  which  will  fully  explain  how  readily  it  may 
be  done  by  sending  in  such  articles  therein  specified  as  can  best  be 
spared.  In  addition  to  these  papers  I  also  lay  before  you  the  copy 
of  a  letter  to  The  honorable  the  Congress  on  the  subject  of  supplies 
and  exchange;  and  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  your  justice  and 
humanity  induces  me  to  hope  that  nothing  in  the  power  of  this 
Uouse  will  bo    wanting  to  lesson  the  general   distresses  therein 
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represented,  or  to  attend  to  the  reparation  of  the  iojanes  too  jntilj 
complained  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  every  sentiment  of  respect 

Sir^  joor  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  IRVINE, 

B.  Gen>  Penns^  Hilita. 

DirecUdj 

The  Honorable  Frederick  Muhlenberg,  Esquire,  Speaker  to  Aa 
House  of  Assembly. 


If 

If 

t 


Brig.  Gbn.  Jamss  Irvinb  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

Phikdelphia,  18*^  December,  1780. 
Sir, 

Permitted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  requested  and  authorael 
by  the  unfortunate  captive  officers  on  Long  Island  to  represent  ia 
their  name  the  distresses  they  have  long  suffered  in  the  aervieerf 
their  country;  and  at  the  same  time  to  beg  that  an  end  may  it 
length  be  put  to  those  sufferings  which  they  have  hitherto  boris 
with  more  than  common  fortitude  and  magnanimity  through  a  seriei 
of  afflicting  years,  but  which,  from  long  unpreoedentedly  long  eoa* 
tinuance  are  at  length  become  insupportable. 

Desirous  of  parforming  with  Fidelity,  the  duties  of  this  difficalt 
office  I  have,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel  Matthews,  who  is  joiaal 
with  me  in  this  commission,  laid  before  tho  Honorable  the  CongrM 
a  letter  on  this  subject  the  copy  whereof  will  accompany  this;  sal 
whilst  I  earnestly  reccommend  to  the  attention  of  your  ExceUen^ 
and  the  Honorable  Council  that  the  most  speedy  and  effeetoil 
measures  may  be  taken  for  the  relief  of  our  suffering  oaptiveB  ia 
general  and  the  subjects  of  this  State  in  particular,  I  must  beg  yo« 
forgiveness  for  demanding  your  attention  one  moment  to  the 
wounded  feelings  of  an  individual. 

Without  incurring  the  imputation  of  vanity  or  being  charged 
with  assuming  a  merit  I  have  no  pretention  to,  I  flatter  mjself  I 
may  bo  suffered  to  assert  that  I  entered  into  tho  service  of  mj 
country  at  an  early  period  of  the  war  with  as  much  military  experi- 
ence, and  equal  zeal  and  attachment  to  her  interest  and  bappiness 
as  most  of  tho  Officers  of  my  rank  who  have  since  been  less  aDfo^ 
tunate.  A  detail  of  the  accumulated  injuries  I  have  since  experi- 
enced, though  painful  to  the  recollection  and  troublesome  in  the 
relation,  I  will  nevertheless  venture  to  give,  to  shew  your  Exoelleoey 
the  justice  of  my  present  complaint.  Appointed  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  first  lUgiment  of  this  State,  I  determined 
to  devote  my  future  life  to  the  service  of  my  injured  Country  upon 
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'tijr  terms  not  disbonorablo.  A  short  timo  bowerer  only  elapsed 
'ill  I  bad  the  mortification  to  see  officers  who  were  then  my  inferion 
Promoted  to  a  rank  above  me ;  and  a  Resolution  of  Congress  pre- 
ioding  me  from  the  possibility  of  regaining  that  rank  which  from 
Qj  commission  I  Wiis  entitled  to:  I  had  no  alternative  but  that  of 
esigning  or  submitting  to  the  indignity ;  I  chose  the  former.  But 
bough  constrained  to  leave  reluctintly  the  Continental  Army  my 
ttachmcnt  to  my  country  was  not  lessened  nor  my  seal  for  her 
arvice  in  any  degree  abated.  Honored  afterward  with  the  Com- 
liasion  of  Brigadier  General  of  the  Militia  of  this  State  I  continued 
»*axercise  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  I  hope  the  Gentlemen  with 
horn  I  had  the  honor  to  servo  will  bear  witness  to  the  readiness 
ad  fidelity  wherewith  I  did  my  duty  till  I  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
Boomo  the  captive  of  our  Enemies.  To  enlarge  upon  all  the 
istresaes  and  indignities  inseparable  from  this  state  would  be 
etainiDg  your  Excellency  from  the  more  important  duties  of  your 
igh  station ;  but  in  justice  to  myself,  permit  mo  to  say  that  after 
AViDg  borne  with  becoming  fortitude  a  captivity  of  three  tedious 
'•ara  of  almost  every  species  of  distress,  I  have  seen  by  an  express 
SoBolution  of  Congress  an  officer  who  was  captured  but  a  few  months 
rinoe  exchanged  in  preference. 

.  Judge  Sir,  what  must  bo  the  feelings  of  a  man  conscious  of  having 
iooe  his  duty  with  alacrity,  served  his  Country  with  fidelity;  a  man 
vho  has  bled  profusely  in  defence  of  her  rights  and  liberties ;  who 
far  her  has  suflfered  a  long  and  painful  captivity  with  patience  and 
raBolution;  who  has  been  tantalized  with  flattering  prospeots  of 
liberation  which  he  is  now  never  likely  to  experience;  deluded  with 
the  ill  founded  hope  of  experiencing  unsolicited  that  justice  to 
wiueh  he  knew  himself  entitled ;  and  at  last  to  be  doomed  by  an 
Mi  of  the  supreme  Legislature  of  his  Country  to  perpetual  captivity, 
to  an  endless  separation  from  his  kindred,  connections,  friends,  in 
•hort  from  every  blessing  that  can  render  life  supportable :  Judge  I 
aaj  the  feelin«?s  attendant  on  such  a  situation,  and  suffer  me  to  hope 
that  fonr  Excellency  and  Council  will  in  your  wisdom  and  justice 
iffiMra  me  such  relief  as  will  most  effectually  tend  to  the  reparation 
of  the  iojories  I  suffer. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteomi 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant; 

JAMES  IRVINE, 

B.  Gen»  Penns*  Mil". 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed;  Esquire. 


1 
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Wm.  Bradford  Jr.  Att'y  Genl.  to  Prba.  Bbbd,  1780. 

Philad-,  Dec'  18, 1780. 

Sir, 

Ever  since  the  Conncil  in  wbicb  you  preside  did  me  tbe  nrai^h 

cited  honor  of  calling  me  to  the  post  of  Attorney  General,  I  have 

felt  myself  under  the  strongest  obligations  to  discharge  the  Daties  ai 

it  with  fidelity  and  attention.     It  is  one  of  the  first  wishes  of  mj 

heart  to  do  honor  to  their  choice  and  to  serve  the  public  in  wboee 

name  they  have  commissioned  me.    Influenced  by  these  feelings  and 

sensible  that  I  have  acted  agreeable  to  them,  I  was  surprised  to  bear 

that  the  Chief  had  so  far  mistaken  my  conduct  as  to  insinuate  to  joor 

Excellency  that  I  have  been  inattentive  to  my  duty  :  and  tho'  I  tnut 

the  reflection  was  not  intended  to  injure  me,  yet  I  beg  leave  to  state 

the  circumstances  of  the  affair  which  is  the  subject  of  his  letter:  k 

I  am  sure  the  simple  relation  will  be  a  full  justification  of  my  coodnet* 

On  the  first  Day  of  the  last  Quarter  Sessions  just  before  the  Omit 

met,  Mr.  Ingersol  informed  me  that  a  cluim  was  to  be  argued  that 

morning  at  the  Chambers  of  the  Chief  Justice  &  requested  my 

attendance.     I  accordingly  went;  and  while  there  was  informed 

by  Mr.  M^Kean  that  a  Habeas  Corpus  had  been  taken  out  for  Gris- 

wold  returnable  the  next  Day  at  ten  o'clock.    I  told  him  it  was  very 

unfortunate  as  I  was  obliged  to  attend  the  Sessions  at  that  hour :  and 

proposed  that  the  prisoner  might  be  brought  up  at  nine,  at  whidi 

time  I  would  attend  on  the  part  of  the  State.     The  Chief  Justice 

had  no  objections :  and  I  undertook  to  inform  the  Sheriff  and  Mr. 

Sergeant  who  was  council  for  Griswold,  of  the  alteration.    I  did  so: 

Mr.  Sergeant  told  me  he  should  not  attend  nor  make  any  argameDt 

on  the  occasion,  adding  that  he  understood  the  Chief  Justice  declioed 

hearing  argument  on  such  Occasions.     The  next  morning  a  little 

before  ten  o'clock  I  waited  on  the  Chief  Justice,  being  prevented 

from  attending  earlier  by  persons  who  had  business  in  the  Sessions. 

Late,  however  as  it  was,  neither  Sheriff,  prisoner  nor  Conncil  had 

been  there.     And  as  the  business  of  the  Court  required  my  attend* 

ance  as  soon  as  possible  I  informed  his  Honor  that  Mr.  Sergeant 

declined  attending  or  arguing  the  matter,  &  that  therefore  then 

would  be  no  occasion  for  my  attendance :  adding  that  if  there  were 

no  objections  taken  to  the  return  of  the  Sheriff,  I  supposed  the 

prisoner  would  be  remanded.     The  Chief  Justice  said,  he  chose  the 

matter  should  be  argued,  &  Mr.  Sergeant  must  attend,  I  replied,  it 

was  very  well :  when  he  attended  I  was  willing  to  meet  him  :  but  as 

he  declined  being  there  that  morning,  I  would  go  to  the  Sessions 

where  I  was  wanted.     Upon  this  I  hastened  to  my  other  busioeai 

hoping  that  if  a  future  day  was  appointed  I  should  have  notice  of  it 

But  I  never  heard  anything  more  of  the  affair,  uDtill  the  next  daj 

when  I  understood  that  Oriswold  was  at  large. 

*  See  649-G52,  654. 
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With  regard  to  the  otber  Habeas  Gorpva  that  were  taken  out,  I 
iver  bad  ue  least  iDformation  of  them  untill  mj  return  from  Backs 
Nirt.  It  was  then  too  late,  for  the  prisoners  were  admitted  to  Bail. 
This  is  a  full  and  true  state  of  the  facts  as  far  as  mj  recollection 
preB  me,  &  I  hope  will  convince  your  Excellency  &  the  Honorable 
MBQcil  that  I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  Duties  otmy  office. 
With  the  greatest  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Ezcellencys 

3Iost  oL*  hum'l  8erv*. 

•  W-  BRADFORD,  Jun. 

Hia  Excellency,  The  president  of  the  State. 


8ec'ry«  Matlack  to  Francis  Hopkinson,  1780. 

The  President  &  Council  have  thought  proper  to  postpone  your 
ial  until  Thursday  morniDg  next  ten  o'clock  of  which  you  will 
nse  to  take  notice. 

1  am  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant. 

T.  M.  Scc^  * 
Philada.  Dec.  IS"*,  1780. 
irsetor/, 

To  Hn'ble  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq.  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
dmiralty. 


pRBS.  Reed  to  Wm.  Henry,  1780. 
'Sir, 

I  received  your  Favour  by  express  &  was  obliged  to  detain  him 

I I  had  laid  tbe  matter  before  the  Assembly  who  can  alone  cifcot 
t  cure  for  that  terrible  disease  which  pervades  all  our  departments 
nakes  publick  Business  an  invidious  &  insupportable  Burthen 
sy  have  concluded  to  remove  the  Cavalry  to  Lebanon  if  it  can  be 
na  &  send  tbe  Invalid  Horses  over  Susquehanna.  As  to  press 
arrants  the  Law  appointing  Mr.  Wirtz  gives  him  the  Power 
|iiired  which  ought  &  must  be  the  Rule  of  his  Conduct  &  in  which 
kope  he  will  bo  fully  supported.     I  am  told  the  State  Money  will 

made  a  legal  tender  but  I  very  much  doubt  whether  that  will 
tend  its  Credit — coercive  measures  will  I  fear  never  create  publick 
nfidence.     Your  Letter  bus  been  read  in  the  Ilouse  but  with  what 
fact  I  cannot  say. 
The  Troops  you  say  complain  much  of  wanting  Soap  Candles  and 

♦  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  5C7,  673,  574,  578,  679,  683,  681 
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Vegetables  &  we  complain  very  mnob  that  the  People  of  Lanetster 
&  other  OoantieB  will  not  pay  their  taxes  to  enable  us  to  proesn 
them  these  artioles,  are  not  both  Complaints  reasonable.  Ov 
Treasury  is  at  the  lowest  possible  ebb  even  the  first  officers  of  tke 
6tate  are  obliged  to  borrow  Money  for  their  Support  &  this  in  the 
rich  &  plentiful  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  such  it  is  notwithstandiog 
all  its  Complaints.  I  am  glad  you  have  sent  a  Collector  to  Prinn 
for  peculation — if  I  was  an  absolute  Prince  for  one  Minute  I  woold 
employ  it  in  giving  orders  for  his  Execution,  pf  what  avail  in 
Laws  or  of  what  Consequence  is  Government  unsupported  &  left  to 
struggle  with  every  pitiful  waste  &  disgrace  which  a  private  Gentlemio 
would  shudder  at.  Do  my  good  friend  open  the  Eyes  of  those  aboQt 
you  it  is  Madness  &  Folly  of  the  most  pernicious  kind  to  go  ontbni. 
Your  Members  dare  not  vote  for  the  only  Measure  that  will  relieve 
us  because  they  are  afraid  of  doing  their  duty,  &  disobliging  their 
Constituents.  But  I  must  not  express  what  I  feel  or  believe,  in  doe 
time  they  will  know  who  understand  &  pursue  their  true  Interests. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  whatever  hardships  &  Inoonvenieoce  the 
People  of  your  County  suffer  from  the  Troops  they  must  think 
themselves.     In  time  I  hope  they  shall  do  better. 

I  am  Sir,  Your  Obed.  &  very 

Hbblo  Ser. 

J.R. 
Directed, 

W.  Henry,  Esq.  Lancaster. 

Indorsed, 

December  19th,  1780.     To  W-  Henry  Esq'  of  Lancaster. 


Pees.  Reed  to  Christian  Wirtz,  1780. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  12  Inst.*  was  duly  received  :  Wc  are  sennUi 
of  the  difficulties  you  have  to  encounter  &  are  sorry  it  is  not  in  ou 
Power  to  give  you  more  Relief.  But  it  is  the  Assembly  alone  who 
can  do  it  effectually  it  is  their  Province  to  supply  as  with  the  Mean 
of  purchases  or  other  Procurement.  We  accordingly  laid  yoor  letter 
first  before  the  Members  of  your  county  stating  the  consequenee  ts 
be  apprehended  it  was  afterwards  laid  before  the  Houae  &  ibis 
Morning  a  Committee  met  us  in  Conference  when  it  waa  oondndei 
to  apply  to  the  Board  of  War  to  remove  the  Cavalry  to  Lebanon  t 
the  Invalid  horses  over  the  Susquehanna,  but  no  Measures  are  takit 
or  I  fear  will  be  this  Session  to  supply  the  Commissioners  with  Cbih 
which  will  be  more  agreeable  than  State  Money.  We  have  only  to 
aay  therefore  that  you  must  strictly  follow  the  Law  under  which  yoi 

*  See  page  G53. 
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TO  appointed  k  if  that  it  inraffioient  to  answer  the  desired  end  neither 
onnelf  or  the  Council  can  be  bUmed  for  not  doing  what  they  hafe 
oi  the  Means  of  doing  &  if  the  People  of  the  Country  suffer  any 
■rdahlps  &  inoonrenienoies  they  will  probably  instruct  their  Repre« 
ntetiTes  before  next  sefrsioos  to  apply  suitable  Remedy.  The 
IweaBO  is  created  by  the  People  &  the  Means  of  Cure  in  their  own 
uida.  A  better  Payment  of  Taxes  will  do  much  in  such  oaso  this 
I  Allways  in  their  Power. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obcd.  Hbblc  Sor. 

J.  B. 

Christian  Wirti|  Esq.  Commiss.  Lancaster. 

December  19'%  1780.     To  Chrisfian  Wirts,  Esq.  Com'  of  Pur- 
liases. 


I!OL.   NlCOLA^B   COBRESPONDBNCB  RKLATIVE  TO  KBCRDITUfG, 

1780. 

Col.  Nicola  Epistolary  correspondence  relative  to  Rcomiting. 

No.  1. 

Philada.,  Augt.  16tb,  1780. 

Under  the  Care  of  Licuts.  Bigham  &  Bevin  I  send  you  48  volun- 
Bttn  from  York  County  &  28  from  Lancaster  County,  all  armed  ; 
heM  are  Hen  engaged  to  serve  to  15th  January  next.  Their  En- 
istments  and  Copies  I  cannot  send  not  having  rec'd  any.  Under 
ibfl  Care  of  Will  Henncc  &  two  other  of  the  York  County  Yolun- 
aers  goes  Christopher  W ingle,  a  Deserter  from  Your  Line ;  he  was 
vonght  from  York  Co.  by  those  three  Men  who  have  undertaken 
ib  eondnet  him  to  Camp  &  have  rec'd  480  dollars  reward. 
.  I  also  send  25  recruits  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  War,  the 
Jtqniber  should  have  been  35,  but  two  are  sick  in  Hospital,  and  I 
iaye  lost  Eight  by  One  that  went  off  yesterday,  beaides  the  Expence 
^e  Public  has  been  at  I  lose  1000  dollars,  and  the  recruitiog  Ser- 
jeant a  Considerable  quantity  of  Clothes.  Lewin  Green  is  not 
»toiekly  within  the  recruiting  Instruction  which  limits  the  Youngest 
M>48  Years  of  Age,  and  he  is  not  quite  17,  but  as  he  is  a  promising 
(lid  I  took  him  under  the  resolve  of  Congress  which  directs  such 
)p  be  taken  to  supply  the  place  of  Servants  to  Officers. 

How  far  the  7  5lonths  men  will  answer  the  public  Utility  I  can- 
sot  determine,  but  am  certain  it  has  been  very  detrimental  to  the 
recruiting  service,  k  from  every  information  I  can  receive  half  the 

Vol.  VlII— 29 
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Expenee  wonld  the  last  Winter  hsre  proenred  as  many  Hen  to  aent 
daring  the  War. 

The  Gonncil  is  informed  that  some  of  the  ReemiU  Enlisted  kf 
Capt.  Anderson  have  deserted.  Yon  are  requested  to  reosive  « 
appoint  some  proper  person  to  receive  From  Gaptn.  Andenon  m 
many  half  Johannes's  in  Gk>ld  as  he  has  lost  Men.  I  shall  m 
Lieut  Bigham  Money  to  pay  the  reomitSy  he  takes  vith  him  Mir 
3d  Bounty,  as  soon  as  they  reach  Camp.  Should  any  ef  thsa 
desert  hy  the  way  what  they  were  to  receive  must  be  paid  lo  tiM 
person  who  receives  Captn.  Johnston's  money,  whom  I  request  Yoi 
will  direct  to  send  Mc  an  Acoou't  of  what  money  he  receives.  As 
Various  Causes  have  Occasiond  the  Recruits  to  have  different  Snm 
due  to  them,  I  inclose  an  Acct.  of  what  Each  man  is  to  leeeiffl^ 
also  a  return  of  what  Clothing,  &c.,  Each  recruit  has  Recdvd. 

Permit  me  to  assure  yon 

that  I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt.  Servt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA 

Major  Geol.  St.  Clair  or  OiBcer  Commanding  Pcnns'a  Lme. 

No.  2. 

Philada:^  18th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  favourd  with  yours  of  the  12th  Instant,  and  in  Co»> 
sequeDce  thereof  have  rec'd  Ctptn.  Reily  into  the  Invalid  RegiBt 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  obliging  approbation  of  the  reerail- 
ing  business  being  put  under  my  direction  ;  how  far  I  am  qualifiel 
for  the  Task;  a  most  disagreeable  &  Vexatious  one,  I  shall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine,  but  can  safely  affirm  no  one  is  more  Zealooa  bj 
that  and  every  Other  Means  in  my  power  to  Contribute  to  IM 
advantage  of  the  Service. 

Last  Wednesday  I  sent  you,  or  rather  Intended  to  send  yon,  71 
Volunteers,  but  when  they  were  to  Embarke  6  or  7  were  Missisg. 
I  also  sent  25  recruits,  but  am  sorry  to  say  that  from  the  Neglect  of 
the  Officers  into  whose  Care  they  were  Intrusted  I  fear  the  Number 
will  be  Considerably  reduced. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  personally  blame  or  Complain  of  a  Brother 
Officer,  but  Justice  to  the  service  Obliges  me  to  do  it  on  sotts 
Occasions. 

Last  Wednesday  about  11  o'Clock  in  the  Morning  we  got  all  tha 
Men  we  could  Collect  on  board  the  Shallop.  I  returned  to  tba 
Barracks  &  was  told  by  a  Temporary  Serjt  of  the  Volunteers,  who 
had  been  left  to  collect  the  Stragglers  that  he  could  not  find  one — 
apprehended  they  had  deserted  &  Carried  off  his  Coat,  &  that  he  had 
some  reason  to  suspect  they  were  gone  on  Shipboard.     I  sent  to  the 
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rbarf  to  call  Lieut  Bigham  to  whom  I  Gommnnicated  the  Informa- 
ioD,  and  desired  that  be  or  Lieut.  Bavin  should  apply  to  the  Coun- 
il  for  an  Order  to  search  the  Shipping  k  the  other  remain  on  board 
'ith  the  Men.  About  two  o'clock  One  Callinghum,  a  Volontecr 
'ho  had  deserted  the  day  before  was  brought  to  mo  &  Confind.  I 
lio  reo'd  Information  that  some  of  the  Men  were  on  Shore  but 
Migtd  to  return  by  a  small  party  of  Invalids  left  on  the  wharf  for 
iftt  parpoee,  but  no  Officer  had  been  near  the  Vessel,  which  had 
ftild.  About  6  o'clock  Lieut.  Bigham  rode  into  the  Barracks ;  I 
mi  for  him,  and  in  presence  of  Coll.  Pickering  Bipress'd  my  Snr- 
riaa  at  such  a  Neglect  of  duty,  particularly  as  thero  was  not  an  old 
r  trusty  Serjeant  on  Board,  &  that  I  thought  myself  in  duty  bound 
I  Id  form  you  thereof;  he  said  the  vessel  was  only  gone  to  Ken  sin  g- 
m,  A  that  they  would  Immediately  repair  on  bnard.  I  acquainted 
lent  Bigham  that  Callingham  was  in  the  Guard  House ;  he  desired 
»  have  him  ft  that  he  would  take  good  Care  of  him.  Into  whose 
BBtody  he  put  him  I  know  not  but  the  next  morninff  he  was  again 
rooght  to  me,  being  detected  in  a  house  from  which  he  attempted 
>  Baoape  bv  leaping  out  of  an  Upper  Window.  Soon  after  the  Con- 
eraation  with  Lieut.  Bigham  I  sent  a  Serjeant  to  Kensington  who 
sported  to  me  that  the  Vessel  was  under  sail  but  could  not  tell 
rfaether  any  Officer  was  on  Board. 

I  Bmbrace  the  Opportunity  of  the  2d  Delaware  Regiments  going 
0  Oamp  to  send  what  deserters  we  have  here.  Among  them  Cal- 
Ingham  &  two  other  Volonteers  of  the  last  party  Just  brought  In,— ^ 
Iflo  Gkorge  Cook,  the  Recruit  ment^d  in  my  last;  if  he  geta  to 
}amp  His  third  half  Johannes,  which  I  shall  retain  in  my  hands, 
rill  pay  half  the  Money  I  advanced  to  disengage  him  from  the 
Teraey  State  Regimt.  I  also  propose  sending  a  Recruit  Returned 
Irom  the  Hospital  &  One  Enlisted  this  Morning,  &  three  Volonteers 
iBOi  me  since  the  last  party. 

I  hope  you'll  Eiouse  the  Incorrectness  of  and  Erasures  in  this. 
Sad  Moliere  been  at  m  v  Elbow  he  would  have  met  with  many  more 
DauaeB  of  Complaint  than  he  has  Enumerated  in  his  Comedy  lea 
I^Moheuse.  I  believe  there  has  been  a  Conspiracy  among  the  Malca 
fc  femaJea  fto  torment  me  since  I  sat  down  to  write. 

I  am  with  respect  Sir| 

Your  Most  Obedt.  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds, 
Major  Oenl.  St.  Clair. 

P.  8.  The  Money  given  to  Lieut.  Bigham  &  what  will  be  Re- 
turned by  Captn.  Anderson  will  serve  to  pay  two  of  the  Recruits 
their  third  Bounty,  &  Cook,  as  above  mentioned,  has  not  Any  thing 
to  Beeeive ',  Coiok  has  rece'd  1  Hat,  1  Coat,  1  Jacket,  1  Shirty  1 
pr.  Overalls,  &  1  pr.  of  Shoes. 
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No.  8. 

Phikda.,  25th  Aogt,  1780.     , 
Sir, 

A  receipt  has  heen  brought  to  me  given  by  the  Officer  of  fm 
Guard  for  one  Aodrew  CuDQiogham,  a  deserter  from  tbe  iDfaliii 
The  man  lately  belonged  to  my  H^menty  but  found  mk^tmij 
recovered  for  field  duty  was  on  the  23d  April  last  Betomed  to  dM 
1st  Maryland  Regiment,  to  which  he  Originally  belonged,  k  dm 
which  I  presume  he  deserted  &  Enlisted  either  into  the  2d  Delsmn 
Regim't  or  a  Substitute  in  the  Militia.  As  the  man  is  fit  for  seniei 
I  beg  he  may  be  taken  care  of  &  sent  to  the  Army  by  the  first  iilii 
Opportunity ;  &  as  it  is  proper  his  History  should  be  known,  I  » 
quest  your  sending  ibis  letter  to  Colo.  Scammel,  AdjuL  GeaL  Is 
our  Muster  Bolls  be  is  marked  enlisted  during  the  war. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Obedt  8ervt.| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Colo.  InVds. 

In  Consequence  of  Directions  from  the  Yico  President  for  tke 
State  I  send  you  by  the  Bearer  two  Recruits  and  two  Yolosteefi 
for  the  Pennsvl.  Line,  which  he  desires  may  be  taken  care  of  &  leaft 
to  Camp  by  the  first  safe  Opportunity. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Trenton. 


No.  4. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  a  Corporal  of  Invalids  going  to  Treotflt 
to  send  two  Recruits  &  two  Volonteers  address'd  to  the  eare  of  thi 
Officer  commanding  there  with  a  request  he  wonld  forward  thea  ts 
Camp  by  the  first  Opportunity. 

I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  remit  to  you  L.  C.  hard  Money  for  the  hil 
part  of  tbe  Bounty  due  the  Recruits.  If  you  c?in  pay  cash  of  tbea 
a  half  Johannes  or  an  Equivalent  in  psper  a  75  for  one  I  shall  mat 
it  to  you  by  the  finit  Opportunity. 

Permit  me  to  assure 

you  that  I  am  Sir, 

your  most  obedt  Servi., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Cd.  Invds. 

Philada.,  25th  Augt,  1780. 

Major  Genl.  St.  Clair  or  the  Commanding  Officer  in  the 
Line  in  Camp. 


i  hftve 
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No.  5. 

Philad.,  27th  Augt,  1780. 


sent  ft  Recruiting  party  under  the  direction  of  Serjeant 
durd  Morthwftit  to  Lancaster  &  the  neighbourhood,  ft  request 
•  Ikvour  of  your  Assistance.  I  am  informed  a  Gutter  is  arrived 
Boston  from  the  2d  Ditision  of  the  French  Fleet,  which  it  left 
^'Bermudas;  if  so  We  should  use  our  utmost  endea?ours  to 
wngthen  our  Army.  Possibly  some  part  of  your  Barracks  will 
eoDTenient  to  lodge  the  party  and  recruits,  if  so  I  request  your 
Donring  it.  I  have  given  the  Serjeant  Money  to  raise  7  Recruits. 
lOiild  he  be  successful  ft  likely  to  procure  more  I  beg  you'll  assist 
n  with  money  which  I  will  repay  you  if  possible  by  an  order  on 
or  IVeasurer,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  will  be  most  agreeable 
7011.  When  the  Public  Service  requires  Your  Endeavours  I  am 
rawaded  Appoligies  for  trouble  are  needless^  but  beg  leave  to 
rare  Yon  that 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt.  Scrvt.| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Colo.  Inv'ds. 

To  Oolo.  Atlee. 


No.  6. 

Philada.,  29th  Augt.,  1780. 

I  hope  the  Recruits  sent  to  you  the  15th  Inst  under  the  Care  of 
ent.  Bigham  are  safe  arrived.  Also  three  sent  the  18th  under 
B  Care  of  the  new  Delaware  Regiment.  Since  that  I  have  sent 
t>  more  by  one  of  my  Corporals  addressed  to  the  care  of  the  Officer 
immanding  at  Trenton,  ft  to  day  propose  sending-off  4  more. 
lis  mode  of  Conveyance  does  not  well  please  me,  but  I  cannot 
^se  a  better,  ft  Keeping  recruits  here  is  very  dangerous  as  they 
.?«  00  many  temptations  ft  Opportunitys  to  desert;  last  week 
ght  of  the  Invalids  Regiment  went  off,  ft  those  that  we  thus  lose 
s  Gtoerally  the  most  Serviceable.    I  «hall  be  obliged  to  yon  if  von 

II  desire  one  of  your  Aids  to  give  me  notice  of  the  Arrival  of 
snrr  Stephens  ft  George  Cook.  Each  of  the  two  men  last  sent, 
d  ^e  four  that  are  to  go  to  day  is  to  receive  a  half  Johannes  or 

equivalent  in  papr.  monev  as  soon  as  he  Joins  the  army.  I  am 
loss  how  to  send  money  for  this  purpose.  I  consulted  the  Yice 
Btidt.  yesterday,  who  desired  I  would  request  of  yon  to  get  the 
m  paid  if  money  can  be  procured  in  Camp,  and  that  by  the  first 
b  Opportunity  money  shall  be  sent  to  defray  these  ft  future  de- 
inds  of  the  same  nature.    Oolonl.  Pickering  talks  of  going  soon 
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to  Camp,  bj  him  I  will  send  money  if  I  do  not  meet  with  a  speedier 
coDYCjaDoe. 

Betides  the  party  Beeroiting  I  have  sent  another  to  LanenUr, 
where  Colonel  Atlee  ioforms  me  some  good  recmite  may  be  bi, 
and  has  promised  his  assistance.  I  have  in  a  former  letter  mentaoo'd 
the  difficulty  I  labour  under  in  regard  of  sending  recruits  to  Cup; 
I  am  now  obliged  to  do  it  through  the  Ghannell  of  the  Militii  il 
Trenton — should  they  march  I  shall  be  utterly  at  a  loss;  aoik 
therefore  request  your  advice  &  assistancei  &  that  you  will  pemi 
io  assure  you  that 

I  am  Sir, 

your  moat  obedi.  8ervL| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  CoL  Lirda 

To  Majr.  Gcnl.  St.  Okir  or  Officer  Commanding  the  Penntylr'i 
Line. 


No.  7. 

Pluladelp*!  August  the  29th,  1780. 

I  send  yf  Bearer,  Seijt.  Job  of  the  Invalid  reg't,  4  Beendti  ftr 
the  Pennsa.  Line  which  I  am  under  the  Necessity  of  nconmsiliBg 
to  your  care,  &  Requesting  you  will  forward  them  to  camp  bj  tk 
first  safe  opportunity — also  a  Letter  for  Genl.  St.  Glair  wluch  it  ii 
necessary  he  should  receive  with  recruits. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  most  Obedt,  Servt, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Colol.  bvdi. 

To  The  Officer  Command'g  Pennsylva'a  Militia,  Tranton. 

No.  8. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  with  4  Becmita  whose  BnlistoMiii 
are  Enclosed,  Sl  a  return  of.  what  necessariea  I  ooald  procure  te 
them. 

I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt  Servl, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  GoL  InVda 
Maj.  Qenl.  St.  Chur  or  Offio'r  Command'g  Pennsy'a 


P.  8.    I  have  Wrote  a  Lone  letter  to  yon  by  this  days  ff^ 
Mich  prabaUy  yo«  ifili  veceive  before  thie  x«aehea  OUsp. 
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No.  9. 

Camp  near  the  New  Brige,  Sepr.  5th,  1780. 

I  have  the  Rcoeipt  of  seTeral  of  your  lett'n  to  acknowledge  which 
aihould  not  have  been  bo  long  delayed  if  I  had  not  been  iU  of  a 
iiTeri  which  indeed  has  prevented  my  taking  notice  as  yet  of  your 
Complaint  against  Lieut  t  Bighami  whioh  1  am  the  more  earpriied 
at  as  I  have  ever  found  him  remarkably  attentive — more  so  than 
IBOflt  Officers  of  his  station.  What  you  mention  is  however  a  very 
extraordinary  Deviation  from  Dviij,  and  shall  not  be  passed  over 
without  Censure  at  Least 

Capt.  Henderson  has  paid  me  no  money  nor  indeed  have  I  asked 
kirn  for  any  as  you  have  not  mentioned  on  what  Acot.  he  was  to 
pay  it;  neither  has  Licut't  Bigham  said  a  single  Word  to  me  about 
money. 

Two  only  of  the  three  Men  you  mention  to  have  sent  by  the  De- 
laware Regiment  have  arrived ;  four  others  Since,  whiok  are  I  sup- 
Cie  the  four  alluded  to  in  your  favour  of  the  29th.  What  may 
ve  become  of  the  two  sent  to  the  care  of  the  Militia  Officer,  at 
Tienton  I  know  not.  Stephens  &  Cook  arrived  and  once  both 
daaerted. 

The  sending  on  the  Recruits  through  the  Militia  is  by  no  means 
a  good  mode,  but  the  wretched  state  of  our  Money  makes  it  difficult 
■  lo  point  out  a  better,  as  officers,  thouch  it  is  undoubtedly  a  part  of 
their  Duty,  cannot  be  employed  to  bring  them  up  without  having 
their  Ezpences  borne,  and  the  Expence  would  be  very  heavy  if  they 
were  sent  with  every  small  party  it  may  be  necessary  to  send  away 
from  Philadelp',  which  is  certainly  a  very  bad  place  for  them  to  be 
detained  in  as  they  are  there  exposed  to  every  Species  of  Vice  & 
Seduction. 

I  should  think  it  the  best  way  to  commit  them  to^pal  nntill  a 
Sufficient  number  are  collected  which  might  be  brought  up  to  the 
army  under  the  Care  of  an  Officer  and  a  proper  party,  which  would 
always  be  sent  on  application  unless  we  should  be  in  such  a  situation 
to  expect  the  Enemy.  ^ 

At  present  it  is  not  possible  to  procure  Money  to  pay  of  either 
the  Recruits  that  are  arrived  or  those  that  may  arrive,  as  there  is 
not  a  Shilling  in  the  Treasury.  If  any  Payments  are  to  be  made 
here  it  will  bd  therefore  necessary  that  money  be  sent  up. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  very  Humble  servt., 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR. 
To  Col.  Nicola. 
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No.  10. 

Philadelp-,  Sepr.  9di,  1780. 

Sir, 

In  ozpectation  of  dispatching  Capt.  McElhatton  this  daj  witk  i 

party  of  Peonsjlv'a  Volunteers — the  numbers  I  cannot  yet  aseectu 

as  some  came  in  last  night  but  no  report  has  yet  been  made  tbeferf 

— &  11  recruits  I  sit  down  to  write,  but  am  doubtful  whether  lot 

accomplish   my  intention  as  the  Capt  Cannot  Stir  'till  he  geti 

money  from  the  Board  of  War  to  bear  his  Ezpences — A  matter  d 

difficulty. 

In  hopes  of  Colonl.  Pickerings  going  immediately  to  Camp  I  ttst 
week  gave  him  6  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  yon,  bat  as  I  fad 
his  departure  uncertain,  I  will  endeavour  to  get  the  money  k  Mid 
it  by  Capt.  McElhatton  with  four  thousand  more. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  by  Capt  McElhatton  whether  all  fle 
recruits  I  sent  have  got  safe  to  camp,  particularly  Oeo.  Cook,  hy 
whom  I  shall  loose  600  dollars  if  he  does  not,  also  William  SteplieBf 
for  whom  I  have  Engaged  to  pay  his  third  Bounty  to  keep  him  oit 
of  Goal.     I  have  also  retained  Lndwiok  Pools  bounty  for  same  sobL 

Francis  Hickman,  one  of  the  Pennsylv*  Volnntiers  who  deserted, 
was  lately  brought  to  me ;  he  offered  to  enlist  for  the  War  in  on 
he  was  pardoned,  which,  by  direction  of  y*  Vice  president,  I  pn- 
mised,  &  he  has  according  enlisted.  Also  Robert  Story  who  fiv- 
merly.  belonged  to  Capt.  Corans  Comp'y  of  Artifieers  bat  foud 
guilty  of  shooting  a  man  when  Sentry,  likewise  pardoned. 

Colo.  Palfrey  having  informed  me  that  when  we  are  to  be  pud 
in  the  new  money  the  Interest  due  thereon  was  to  be  reckonea  u 
part  of  the  sum  to  be  received ;  this  was  at  the  Treasory  Bond 
when  the  many  Inconveniencies  attend'g  it  immediately  stni^ne, 
&  1  represented  the  impossibility  the  paymasters  would  be  under  to 
Settle  with  the  men,  as  the  Interest  of  a  Dollar  is  but  a  fiuthing  k 
a  Fraction  ^  month,  some  farthings  would  be  the  stoppage  to  W 
made  from  a  soldiers  6}  dollars,  but  besides  the  trouble  we  have  10 
money  small  enough  to  settle  such  stoppages,  nor  could  the  mi 
recover  the  loss  from  the  persons  they  laid  out  their  mooey  with, 
but  found  the  Treasury  board  either  would  or  could  not  deteraiiM 
»the  point  I  intended  to  give  you  notice  of  this  that  the  Ofiecfi 
might  take  some  steps  to  remedy  the  inconvenience,  bat  eonaidenitf 
that  it  is  often  easier  to  prevent  a  determination  than  get  it  alteni 
when  once  taken  I  sent  a  memorial  to  Congress  on  the  Subject 

One  of  the  Recruits  sent  appears  to  me  older  than  what  b  allowed 
by  the  recruiting  instructions,  tho  he  says^e  is  but  41  years.  The 
Serjeant  says  the  people  of  Lancaster  assured  him  the  man  is  nottf 
old  as  he  appears,  &  that  he  marched  37  miles  in  one^day  better 
than  most  of  the  men.  Had  I  been  on  the  spot  I  would  not  havf 
taken  him,  but  as  most  of  the  expence  was  alreadj  paid  I  think  it 
best  to  keep  him. 
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Inclosed  I  send  the  enUstiDciitB  tud  returoB  of  neeesnriee  reeei? 'd 
fcj  Ihe  mea,  &  what  bornity  eaoli  man  »  to  receive. 

I  am  joBt  informed  with  jours  of  the  5th  and  extremely  sorry  to 
Isarn  that  yon  have  been  nnwell,  but  hope  yon  have  thoroughly  got 
tkm  better  of  your  fever.  It  was  with  much  reluctance  I  mentio^ 
asy  thing  of  Lt.  Bigham's  afiairi  but  being  very  apprehensive  that 
aofae  of  the  men  would  take  the  opportunity  to  desert,  thought  I 
eonld  not  with  propriety  avoid  it. 

Bv  the  recruiting  Instructions  every  man  Enlisted  is  to  receive 
two  half  Johannes,  or  the  value  in  paper  money  here,  and  a  third 
when  he  joins  your  Line. 

The  presedent  and  Council  conceiving  the  aco'ts  would  be  easier 
to  Settle  if  kept  by  one  person,  directed  I  should  supply  Capt.  Hen- 
deiaoD  with  the  necessary  money  for  his  recruits  when  he  set  off. 
I  gave  him  three  half  Johannes  to  pay  three  men  he  inlisted  when 
tkej  arrived  at  Gamp ;  the  Council  informed  that  at  least  ono  of 
them  had  deserted,  directed  that  the  money  not  paid  on  account  of 
tka  recruits  not  reaching  Camp  should  revert  to  the  recruiting  fund, 
and  for  that  purpose  should  be  paid  to  you  or  such  person  as  yon 
•honld  i^ypoint  to  receive  it,  &  the  same  Regulation  to  take  place  in 
asgard  to  other  men  &  monies  sent  to  camp.  When  Lt.  Bigham 
hack  Charea  of  the  recruits  sent  under  his  care  I  gave  14048  dollars 
la  be  paid  to  you  or  order  for  the  purpose  of  paying  each  mans 
idditional  Bounty,  &  as  for  various  reasons  the  sums  were  not  the 
■une  to  all,  I  inclosed,  if  I  mistake  not,  an  aco't  what  Each  man 
was  to  receive ;  but  least  I  should  have  Omitted  it  I  send  a  Copy, 
Jk  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you'll  desire  the  person  to  whom  yon 
commit  the  receipt  and  payment  of  these  monies  to  send  me  an 
aaeoant  of  such  Men  ss  may  desert  before  they  recmve  their  3d 
bounty,  otherwise  I  shall  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  settle  the  Genl. 
Aaet  Capt.  McBlhatton  carries  Ten  thousand  Dollars  for  that  use 
la  be  paid  you  or  order. 

•.  I  did  not  much  approve  of  sending  the  recruits  I  raised  through 
llie  Ohannell  of  the  Militia,  but  having  no  Other  was  Obliged  to 
BBbnce  it,  &  am  at  a  loss  how  I  shall  forward  such  as  I  raise  in 
Attare.  I  now  send  84  Volunteers  and  16  Recruits,  Yist., — 11 
■aationed  in  the  beginning  of  this  Letter,  4  Raised  yesterday,  & 
ano  ntumed  from  the  Hospit'l.  Hickman  &  Story  have  both  de- 
serted. ColoL  Humpton  informs  me  the  latter  was  a  Deserter  from 
hia  Regiment. 

:  I  feur  this  epistle  will  tire  your  patience,  therefore  shall  only  add 
that 

I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedt.  Servt, 
I  LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  lav'ds. 

Sunday  Morning.  « 

P.  8.  A  member  I  met  at  the  Coffee  House  last  night  told  me 
that  Congress  referred  my  memorial  to  a  Committee  whose  report 

29» 
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was  BO  fikvonrable  that  a  resolve  was  oiade  that  no  Interat  bImriII 
be  charged  on  Moniea  paid  to  ttt  Annj  'till  farther  order  of 

Oongrees. 

^  I  foresaw  no  money  oonld  be  proeaied  from  y*  Board  of  War, 
only  a  Warrant  on  the  pay  mas'r  Genl.,  whose  Goffers  are  enpty, 
being  anxious  to  get  the  men  off  I  procured  2000  DoUsrs  ffon  thi 
Treasurer  of  this  City.  The  num'r  of  Beomits  hanng  encveand  I 
send  you  2000  doilrs.  more. 

Majr.  Oenl.  St  Glair  or  Officer  Gommandg.  pemuL  Line. 


No.  11. 

PhUadelp'a,  26th  Sepr.,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  am  informed  by  Gapt.  MoElhatton  that  I  omitted  menties'g  is 
my  last  to  you  that  I  had  sent  2000  dollars  additional  to  the  10,000 
mentioned  before  this  augmentation  of  the  sum  I  thought  reqauiii 
as  I  sent  more  recruits  than  I  at  first  expected.  • 

I  was  mueh  surprised  to  find  so  few  of  the  recraits  bad  arrifed  il 
Gamp.  The  Gaptain  informs  me  two  fell  sick,  but  on  his  retus  hi 
met  them  prooe^inff  in  the  baggage  Waggons  belonging  to  CsIobiI 
Pickering,  who  had  been  so  obliging  as  to  grant  them  permissios  u 
the  party  that  went  out  with  the  Recruits  were  so  strong  I  bsd  sol 
the  least  doubt  of  their  getting  safe. 

Desertion  appears  to  me  to  be  now  a  kind  of  Trade  midi  Ea* 
eouraged  I  believe  by  the  great  Unity  shown  numbers  of  them  wbi 
richly  deserve  to  suffer  the  severity  of  the  Law. 

The  Invalid  Kegiment  lies  so  conveniently  here  for  Privatasi 
that  we  loose  a  surprisiug  number. 

I  send  under  the  care  of  Serjt.  Anderson  of  the  8d  Pennsjlft. 
four  Recruits,  Vizt.,  Michl.  Loughery,  formerly  a  SeijL  in  the  fnl 
when  he  inlisted.  I  promised  I  would  request  of  yon  to  return  hin 
to  his  former  Regt.,  which  I  shall  be  much  Obliged  to  yon  for  if 
not  inconsistant  with  your  plan  of  distribution.  The  other  thisi 
are  boys  whom  I  Enlisted  at  the  desire  of  GolonL  Harmer  who  toU 
me  your  line  was  in  great  want  of  musiok ;  of  these  Oolden  ft  (Mi* 
ver  appear  to  be  apprentices  who  have  been  claimed  by  their  Mastfii 
but  they  have  given  them  up  on  the  .terms  presoribed  by  the  set  of 
assembly,  (Vizt.,)  receiving  their  bounty  and  pay  during  the  tiat 
of  their  Servitude  unexpired,  which  is  4  years  for  Qolden  asdBt 
for  Oliver.  I  mast  therefore  request  you  will  order  their  rospeetivs 
paymasters  to  retain  their  pays.  Only  Longhrey  and  Campbell  ais 
to  receive  their  3d  Bounties. 

Gapt.  Mofilhatton  told  me  that  yon  had  assured  him  the  Sal 
frenoh  fleet  was  arrived,  anievent  which  I  hope  will  prore  of  nnek 
beneficial  Gonsequence  to  ns,  bnt  of  which  no  offieial  aooooit  wsi 
last  night  reoeiTod  by  Congress. 
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.   I  MBoanlj  wish  job  mi  ftmpla  hurrwt  of  Ltunb  aad  lanite  yoa 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  most  H'blo  Serrt.^ 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  luT'di. 

• 

iDolosed  I  send  the  Inlistment  of  John  GIark|  a  7  months  mm 
irho  deserted.  Hiekman  is  with  Clark  in  the  new  Qoal  and  Ooet 
8£  hard  money  to  the  State,  monej  I  believe  thrown  away,  as  I 
fUmbt  mneh  that  either  of  them  will  oyer  do  the  pnblio  three  penny> 
worth  of  Serrioe  as  Soldiers. 

■  I  haTO  detained  Longhrey  on  aect  of  his  speaking  German,  I 
beinff  aoqnainted  in  Limoaster  County,  to  asust  my  Seijeant ;  he 
kas  behaVed  yery  well. 

.    Majr.  GenL  St.  Glair  or  Officer  Command'g  Pennsy'a  Line. 

No.  12. 

Philadelp'a,  6th  Octo'r,  1780. 

I  send  yon  by  Seijt.  Murthwaite  of  the  Invalid  Regt.  seven  Ke- 
emits  which  I  natter  myself  will  all  arrive  safe  as  the  Seijt.  is  a  very 
■mart  aotivo  man,  and  will  be  careful  not  to  lose  any  enlisted  by 
him.  I  am  informed  a  deserter  is  Confined  in  Trenton  Goal  that  is 
■apposed  to  be  one  of  my  Recruits.  I  have  directed  Murthwait  to 
anquire  for  him  and  if  he  is  and  he  thinks  he  can  safely  conduct 
him  to  take  him  to  camp.  Inclosed  are  the  muster  roll  and  a 
ntnm  of  necessaries  drawn. 

Permit  me  to  Congratulate  you  on  our  late  providential  Escape, 
k  to  assnre  you  that 

I  am  with  Bespeot  Sir, 

Your  Most  Obedt.  Servant| 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Inv'ds. 

^Majr.  (hnl,  St.  Clair  or  Officer  Command'g  penns/a  Line. 


No.  18. 

Phibulelp'a,  27th  Novr.,  1780. 
Bbtf 

The  Bearer  Serjt.  Murthwait  has  under  his  care  7  Recruits  which 
I  hope  he  will  deliver  safe  in  Camp.  I  should  have  sent  them 
sooner  but  waited  far  an  opertunity  to  send  for  a  supply  of  money 
to  pay  their  8d  Bounty,  but  have  not  found  one  Since  I  roeeived 
the  money  from  the  HwuQi^ff  nor  am  I  oeitain  of  it  now,  having 
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billy  OoM.  Humplmis  Infermstioti  tbat  CoIobI.  Hanner  ifu  to 
retarn  to  camp  y*  begining  of  thia  wera.  1  wrote  to  the  Cokml.  oi 
Saturday.  I  have  since  sent  aeyeral  times  but  received  no  other 
iDformation  but.  that  ha  has  not  been  at  his  Lodgings  since  nor 
could  his  Servt.  give  any  Notice  where  his  Master  was  gone,  h 
expectation  of  his  setting  out  or  that  some  other  oportunity  wiQ 
offer  in  time,  I  send  the  men. 

Among  the  Enlistments  you  will  find  one  for  Jamaa  Fisher,  a  T 
inonths  man  who  never  joined  the  Army;  he  was  brought  to  in 
.with  other  deserters  and  Elnliated  to  serve  during  the  War.  Th«n 
ate  upwards  of  Twenty  deserters  from  your  army  in  Goal,  most  U 
them  from  the  peun^lva.  Line.  I  would  willingly  aend  theo  to 
Camp  but  cannot  meet  with  any  proper  escort  ffoang  to  camp. 

When  I  got  thus  far  T  reed,  a  letter  from  Coloal.  Hanner  infeni- 
ing  me  he  would  not  set  out  this  Week  ;  I  shall  therefore  look  out 
for  an  Earlier  Opertunity.  An  aoot  ham  aho  been  brought  to  ne 
that  Adam  Hamilton,  one  of  my.fiecmits,  has  been  arrested  by  tbe 
Sheriff  for  a  debt  real  or  pretended,  but  I  hope  to  get  him  tgua, 
for  which  purpose  I  keep  his  Enlistmt. 

Permit  ma  to  assure  yon 

I  am  with  respect  Sir, 

Yoor  most  Obed^  Servt., 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  CoL  Inv'ds. 

Major  Oenl.  St.  Clair  or  Officer  Command'g  pennsylva.  Line. 


No.  14. 

Mount  Eemble,  Deer.  10th,  1780. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  two  Letters  horn  you  addressM  to  Genl  .St  Cliir 
or  officer  commanding  the  pennsylva.  line  the  last  dated  the  29tk, 
Ultimo,  mentioning  Ten  thousand  Dollars  to  pay  the  3d,  Bounty  to 
the  Recruits,  but  as  yon  did  not  say  what  that  bounty  is,  or  who 
those  ara  lo  whom  it  is  delivd.,  I  shall  not  Issue  any  part  of  i% 
untill  I  hear  further  from  you  on  this  Subject. 

Several  of  the  first  recruits  yotl  sent  to  Camp  in  the  SumoMT 
complain  that  they  have  not  received  their  full  bounty. 

I  am  next  to  inform  you  that  two  of  the  last  Recruits  under  the 
Conduct  of  Serjt.  Murthwait  deserted  on  their  way  to  Camp,  and 
three  more  the  same  evening,  they  arrived,  all  belonging  to  the 
Convention  Troops. 

I  have  Suspicion  of  your  Seijt  he  certainly  ImpoasB  upon  thi 
Country  by  luUating  Brittish  desetn.  who  remain  only  a  Hw  days 
in  Camp  with  a  view  to  Debaueh  our  Soldiersi  and  thea  Sffeel 
ihaiv  esoape  (o  ye  Enemy.  Jiad  the  none/  apprqpiia^fd  l»  tUl 
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'Senriee  in  Philadelphia  beon  Tnuoiiiiad  to  the  Mrmy  We  ednld 
he?e  Seeured  a  Coeaiderable  number  of  good  Soldierty  among  the 
.Seven  months  men,  howevr.  it  ia  now  too  late  to  Correet  the  £rror| 
aa  a  few  daja  will  pat  a  period  to  their  term  of  Service. 

I  am  Sur,  your  moat  Obedt. 

ft  very  Humble  Servt 

ANir.  WAINB. 
Oolol.  Nieohk 


No.  15. 

Phibda.  16  Deer.  1780. 

I  take  the  opportunity  of  Gorpl.  Smith,  of  the  10th,  going  to 
Oamp  to  send  you  two  recmits  which  I  hope  will  arrive  aafe  &  a 
letom  of  the  neoeMaries  they  receiv'd  here  are  indoeed.  The.29tby 
laat  month  I  gave  Lt.  Wigton  10,  000  dollam  to  be  paid  to  Oenl. 
Si.  Glair  to  pay  the  8d.  Bounty  to  reoruita  sent  to  Gamp  whieh  I 
aappoee  be  has  paid  to  you. 

lliree  of  the  last  recruits  sent  to  eamp  found  their  way  here  as 
soon  as  the  party  that  conducted  them,  they  were  all  Goal  Birds 
taken  out  by  ordr.  of  Goundl,  they  are  all  in  the  new  Ooal  ft  shall 
go  back  safe  if  Iron  can  secure  them,  if  thoy  have  not  already 
leeeived  their  bounty  I  beg  they  may  not,  as  a  half  Johannea  has 
been  paid  for  apprehending  each.  1  have  such  reliance  on  your 
equity  that  I  make  no  douot  of  their  being  properly  rewarded. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  1  am  with  respect, 

Yr.  most  Obedt.  Servt. 

LEWIS  NICOLA  Col.  Ind. 
To  Oenl.  Wayne^  or  officer  commanding  Pennsylv.  Camp. 

No.  16. 

Philadelphia  Decemr.  19tb,  1780. 

Tour  fftvour  of  the  lOthjCurrt.  I  received  yesterday  Informing 
■e  of  the  Rect.  of  10,  000  Dollars  but  that  you  were  uninforiaod 
kow  it  shoud  be  applied,  having  giving  all  requisit  information  on 
that  head  in  a  former  letter  to  GenL  St.  Glair.  I  did  not  think  it 
^leeessary  to  repeat  it. 

Every  recruit  is  entitled  to  8  half  Johannes  or  an  Equivalent  io 
paper  money,  the  last  of  which  is  not  to  be  paid  till  the  man  goes 
10  Oamp,  which  bounty  I  request  you  will  order  to  be  paid  to  the 
Beeruita  not  yet  paid,  that  they  i^oud.  not  have  any  just  Cause  of 
Compkdnty  I  have  at  different  times  sent  86, 048  dollars  for  this 

tmrpoae. 

Beijt.  Murthwait  informed  me  on  his  return  that  one  man  deserted 
from  hivDL  on  the  mareb|  you  mention  two.    I  have  again  ejuunined 
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&  be  iUll  pwrists  in  hamg  lost  only  one  and  &ai  he  defiTml  Ae 
others  to  the  officers  appointed  by  yoa  to  reeeiTe  tbess,  ss  to  tin 
three  yoa  mention  to  have  deserted  the  erening  they  rsaehed  eusp, 
I  have  wrote  to  yoa  about  them  in  my  letter  of  the  16tb,  Inst 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  Complaints  against  the  Serjeant,  wixsi 
behavioar  for  near  three  years  in  the  Regiment  has  never  given  anj 
of  his  officers  the  least  cause  of  Saspicion. 

I  have  employed  him  in  the  Recruiting  Service,  becanse  on  tijtl 
I  found  him  the  moat  capable  of  any  of  the  Serjeants  in  the  Inulid 
Regimt  I  shou'd  be  glad  to  know  what  foundation  there  is  for  Um 
Charge  that  may  be  brought  to  Tryal  if  cnpable. 

In  answer  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  I  csn  only  iDfom 
you  that  I  was  Ignorant  of  the  Scheme  to  recruit  till  sent  for  bj 
ooundl  &  informed  thereof  &  received  my  orders  &  Instructiona. 

Unwilling  to  lie  under  the  least  imputation  that  can  affrat  mj 
Character  as  an  officer  or  a  Gentlemen,  I  have  applied  for  m 
enqnirey  into  my  Conduct  in  the  recruiting  Service,  and  ye,  Ocusdl 
have  appointed  this  evening  for  that  purpose  when  OenL  St.  Cltir 
has  promised  to  attend,  I  requested  the  same  favour  of  CoksL 
Harmer,  &  that  he  wou'd  produce  Colonl  Butlers  letter  coataiaiiig 
pointed  charges  but  he  has  declined  both  as  the  letter  was  a  prinn 
one,  &  he  had  no  authority  to  produce  it  on  a  public  ExaminitioB. 

I  hope  you  will  receive  a  Supply  of  hard  money  to  induce  the  7 
months  men  to  Enlist,  as  Mr.  Joseph  Dean  informed  me  last  ni^ 
that  600  had  been  already  Subscribed  for  that  purpose. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  I  am  with, 

respect,  Sir,  your  most  obedt  Servt. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  Ind. 

To  Oenl.  Wune  at  the  Head  Qrs.  of  the  pennsyla.  Line. 


Pres.  Rbed  to  Gbn.  Washington,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Excell'"  Favour  of  tha 
Inst,  appointing  the  Places  of  Deposit  for  the  specifiek  Artielei 
Mqaired  by  Congress.  Some  Difficulties  have  arisen  with  Respect  to 
Wyoming  which  the  Inhabitants  of  this  State  do  not  consider  u  of 
Continental  Importance  but  only  as  holding  a  Possesnon  for  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  in  Consequence  they  think  it  hard  to  wipnly  it 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Besides  which  there  are  Complahilf 
of  Abuses  in  entering  the  Settlers  as  Soldiers  &  drawing  Rations— 
every  Officer  ft  Soldier  under  Col.  Butler  from  C<Hineotioit  is  a 
Landholder  under  the  Connecticut  Claim  it  was  therefore  proposed 
that  Connecticut  should  support  it  as  a  State  Post,  or  m  Case  that 
State  4soliiied  U  Pennsylvania  shonld  take  it  vp  witbool  any  Charge 
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'to  tte  Unitocl  Stata^^RepKwntttions  were  made  to  (kngnm  ft  the 
faielofied  Reeolve  hM  puaed  in  Consequence  of  which  we  wih  your 
JBzoell^  Determinelion  to  make  the  Amngements  for  the  enening 


I  hftTC  the  Honour  to  be 

yoor  Exoellja  Obed.  Hbble  Servt* 

Dec.  19, 1780. 

DireeUdf 

Ezcellenoy  Gen.  Washington. 


Pbes.  Bbed  to  Saml.  Bba,  1780. 

fStf 

Your  Letter  of  the  8th  Inst.f  is  before  me  &  in  Answer  aeqnaint 

yon  that  in  the  Opinion  of  the  Council  the  Season  of  the  Year  will 
BOW  afford  a  sufficient  Protection  to  the  Frontiers — ^you  will  there- 
fore call  on  the  Hilitiai  collect  the  Fines,  &  make  Return  of  the 
Monies  agreeable  to  Law,  so  that  those  who  have  turned  out  may  be 
paid.  You  did  quite  right  in  lessening  the  Numbers  &  Council  very 
much  approve  your  dismissing  the  Men  from  the  three  Battalions. 

I  am  Sir; 

your  Hbble  Serv. 

J.  R. 

;.  Deo.  19th|  1780. 

JHrectedf  I  ';  i| 

Col.  Saml.  Rea^  Lieut  of  Northampton  County.        \'^  ' 


C. 


John  Van  Campen  to  Pres.  Reed,  1780. 

EastoU;  December  19th,  1780. 
Respective  Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleasure  to  Inform  your  Ezcelencv  this  day  Nicholas 
Ikipaif  ^sq',  has  taken  his  seat  as  President  of  the  Court  of  General 
Quarter  Sessions  agreeable  to  his  Commission.  It  seems  to  be  agree- 
able to  all  the  Magistrates  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  LaWj  more  so 
0a  the  People  at  Large. 
'■  I  think  it  my  duty  to  Communicate  to  your  Bzelleney  the  Alarm 

•  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p  674. 
t  Bee  page  640. 
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of  theOcBfieotiettt  Gentleneii  in  PoaDOMioa  Hi  W7oniti|^  Ift  'A/tpd 
le  jottr  ExaliMj  ordering  to  stop  the  sending  of  Fkmr. 

Afler  holding  a  Gontultation  by  thoM  OenUenen  on  the  8ubj«fll, 
ihej  have  sent  six  of  their  Principal  men  to  the  state  of  ConneeMI 
to  Lay  their  case  before  the  Ooyemor  &  Gomndl  and  Demand  Pi»> 
tection.  I  Expect  it  will  be  in  my  Power  to  Inform  Councill  of  (he 
Success  and  the  Encouragement  they  Obtain  from  the  state  of  Cob- 
necticut  when  I  come  down ;  which  I  expect  will  be  the  Saoond  tf 
January. 

I  ha?e  the  Honour  Sir  to  be 

your  Exelencya  moat  Obed^ 

Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  V.  CAMPEN.* 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed;  President  of  the  State  of  Peai- 
aylvania. 


Rbsoldtion  of  Assxmblt,  1780. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Monday^  20th  December,  1780. 

On»  motion  made  k  seconded, 

Besolyed,  That  the  honourable  Thomas  McKean,  Esqnire,  Chief 
Justice  of  this  Commonwealth,  be  and  he  hereby  is  permitted  to 
occupy  and  possess  the  House  and  Lots,  with  the  appurtenaneo^ 
late  the  Property  of  the  Rev'  Jacob  Duche,  the  younger ;  nntil  the 
first  day  of  July  next,  and  until  the  further  order  of  the  Qenenl 
Assembly. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  8TERETT,  Clertf 


Pbis.  B;ssd  to  Wm«  Hbnrt,  &o.,  1780. 

Sic, 

This  win  be  delivered  yon  by  the  Count  de  Denx  Ponta,  ^>)bnel 
of  a  Regiment  in  the  Service  of  the  King  of  France,  now  iTRhode 
^and.  I  must  request  your  Attention  &  Civility  to  him,  not  only 
on  Acc^  of  his  own  Merit,  which  is  very  great,  but  as  he  may  have 
apme  Influence  on  some  of  his  poor  deluded  Ck>p«tijiaeB  who  oannotbe 

♦  See  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XU.  p.  685w 
t  SeeCoJ.  Ri».,  VeL  XJ[1.  p,  W8^ 
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wetned  from  their  al>8aTd  Attaohment  to  Oreal  Brittftin.  For  this 
Purpose  I  woald  wish  if  it  is  praoticable  he  oould  hs?e  OpportunUies 
to  converse  with  the  German  Clergjmen  &  suoh  Persons  of  Influence 
of  that  Nation  as  might  tend  to  remove  Prejudice,  convince  them  of 
Ihc  Utility  &  Honour  of  our  Independence,  shew  them  the  Certainty 
of  its  being  established,  &  the  Necessity  of  their  supporting  cheer- 
fully the  War  for  the  attainment  of  that  glorious  Object — reconcile 
them  to  a  Government  founded  thereupon  &  in  Fact  undo  wha't  the 
Hessian  &  British  Officers  have  been  doing  with  so  much  Industry 
for  some  time  past 

Your  Care  herein  will  do  the  State  a  real  Service  &  oblige 

Sir  your  Obed.  Hbble 

P.  S.  He  proposes  to  go  to  Lebanon  &  Reading.  I  shall  be 
glad  you  would  give  him  Letters  to  suitable  Persons  there. 

Indorsed, 

1780,  December  2l8t,  To  Wm.  Henry,  Hon.  Wm.  Atlee,  Hon. 
Samuel  Atlee,  Esq.,  Philip  Marsteller,  Col.  Valentine  Eckhart  & 
Henry  Haller. 


AssBMBLT    TO  Prbs.  Rbbd,    1780. 

In  general  Assembly, 

Dec.  21-«,  1780. 
Sir, 

.  The  House  Direct  me  to  inclose  for  your  Excellency's  Perusal  the 
Baport  of  a  committee  of  this  House,  on  the  Subject  of  Quartermasters 
A  Comissaries  Certificates,  which  was  laid  before  a  Committee  of 
Congress,  k  the  answer  of  the  latter  thereto.  I  am  further  directed 
lo  request  Your  Excellency's  A  the  Honble  the  Councib  Opinion 
thereon,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  highest  Respect  and 
SsCeem. 

Your  Excellencys  most  obedient 
&  very  bumble  Servt, 

FREDK.  A.  MUHLENBURO, 

Speaker. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State. 


Prbs.  op  Oongrbss  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1780. 

^  Circular. 

PhiUdelphia,  December  22, 1780. 
bvy 

Your  Exeellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  the  Copy  of  an 
Ad  of  Congress  of  this  Day  together  with  the  Extrsct  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  which  the  Actre&n. 
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The  Natare  ft  TmportoiMe  of  the  Sabjeol  is  »  Ibllj  lUiai  k  ^ 

Indoearesi  tnd  the  Neeearity  of  a  Gompliaaoe  with  the  reqiistm 

•0  obvioiM|  it  woald  be  superflvoos  to  attempt  anjaddifioiial  Noliffi 

to  eall  fnth  the  efbotoal  EzertioiM  of  the  leepeetiTe  Statea  to  en« 

'pleat  their  Qvotas  of  the  foderal  Anny,  with  theneeeaaarysopflitt. 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  be  with  erery  Sentiment 

of  respect  t  Esteem  your  Ezoellency'a 

inoet  obedient  ft  moat  hnmhle  aerraDt, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON  Prarident 

P.  S.  Similar  Copies  were  by  the  Ilelegates  of  this  state  hiadoi 
to  the  assembly  for  the  sake  of  dispatoh. 

His  Bzoelleney  The  pieaident  of  Penn^Ifania. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Gbihen  WASHnroroir  to 

CoiiaRssSy  1780. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Gen*  Washington  to  CongreaiB^  Dated  Heal 
quarters  near  New  Windsor,  Dec^  15^,  1780. 

<'  A  Paragraph  in  the  enclosed  New  York  paper.  Confirms  tliat 
Mirt  of  the  letter  of  the  17*^  of  October  from  Europe,  which  yoar 
Exoelleney  has  been  pleased  to  transmit  to  me,  which  mentioos  tbe 
Intentions  of  the  british  administration  to  send  further  reinfoNi- 
ments  to  amerioa.  This  b  a  matter  which  oannot,  in  my  Opiakm, 
be  too  soon  communicated  to  the  several  States,  with  a  presoag 
■olidtatioii  to  take  the  measures  that  will  effectually  fill  up  their  regi- 
ments in  the  course  of  the  winter.  From  what  I  can  learn,  scmbs 
are  potting  the  matter  upon  the  Tery  precariooa  footing  of  Tolnntaij 
enlistments,  and  others  substituting  fines  where  the  men  demaaded 
are  not  produced  in  the  several  districts.  I  am  very  much  mistakta, 
if  by  the  first  mode  any  considerable  number  of  men  are  to  be  nuaed 
at  this  time  of  day — and,  from  the  latitude  given  in  the  last,  mooej 
will,  in  many  instances,  be  paid  to  excuse  personal  service— The  la^ 
hope  of  the  enemy  is  built  upon  our  inability  to  raise  a  new  armj, 
and  they  are  probably  preparing  to  push  os  in  our  enfeebled  state; 
— The  means  of  reestablishing  ourselves,  with  proper  ft  spirited  eze^ 
tions,  are  within  our  reach ;  and  should  they  in  the  spring,  instead 
of  only  the  remnants  of  our  veteran  Begtments,  meet  SattalioBB 
filled  with  men  whose  services  are  permanent,  they  must  mther  gire 
vp  their  object  of  choice,  or  with  the  assistance  of  our  allieef  we  shall 
be  in  a  condition  to  force  them  to  it 

The  accession  of  Holland  ft  Portugal  to  the  northern  league  ff 
(Bcutralitv  will  be,  undoubtedly,  very  embarrassing  to  Great  Ikitaii 
—But  this,  I  think,  may  be  relied  upon :  that  the  more  die  ii 
insulted  and  oppressed  bj  the  fioropean  powsarsi  the  AKiee  ^be  will 
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flndeftToar  to  revenge  henelf  upon  ns — she  ean  nake  no  impwiott 
npon  them,  and  she  will  therefore  bend  her  whole  fbroe  tgunet  ns, 
IB  hopeeof  poneseing  herself  of  enoh  mi  ezlent  of  territorjin  amerfoAy 
M  will  enable  her  to  insist  opon  terms,  should  a  neffotiation  tal» 
plaoe,  which  may  be  highly  draogatorj  to  the  honor  £  Interests  of 
these  States." 


BSBOLUTION  OV  CONaRISS,  1780. 

In  Congress^  December  22%  1780. 
Besolved, 

That  the  paragraph  of  the  letter  from  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  15'^  Instant,  which  points  oat  the  pressing  necessity  of  effectual 
measures  for  recruiting  the  army  to  its  full  complement,  be  imme- 
diately communicated  to  the  respeotire  legislatures  or  Bzecntives. 
And  they  are  earnestly  required  by  the  most  decided  and  vigorous 
exertions,  not  only  to  urge  forward  their  respective  quotas  of  troops 
without  loss  of  time ;  but  to  furnish  the  supplies  of  provisions  ft 
Bioney  assigned  for  their  support,  with  such  punctuality  as  will  put 
the  commander  in  chief  in  a  condition,  with  the  co-operation  of  our 
ally,  under  the  divine  blessing,  to  compel  the  Enemy  to  relinquish 
their  object  of  subjugating  these  States,  and  secure  to  us  an  honor- 
able and  permanent  peace.  And  Congress  once  more  remind  the 
States,  that  the  public  safety  essentially  depends  on  their  complying, 
without  reserve  or  delay,  with  the  measures  adopted  for  an  active 
<nnd  decisive  campaign. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GHA   THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Pubs.  Rssd  to  Assbmblt,  1780. 
Sir, 

The  Nature  of  the  Letter  addressed  to  this  Board  by  the  Hon. 
House  on  the  21  Inst.*  milking  it  more  proper  to  return  an  Answer 
which  will  not  necessarily  be  entered  upon  the  Minutes,  we  have 
given  it  ft  the  inclosed  Papers  all  the  Consideration  which  M' 
Hopkinson's  Trial  would  admit — The  Result  of  which  is,  that  we 
apprehend  the  making  the  Certificates  of  Q'  Masters'  ft  Commis- 
saries' certificates  receivable  in  Taxes,  farther  than  they  are  st 
present,  will  be  of  ruinous  consequence  to  the  publick,  ft  soon  end 
in  a  total  Extinction  of  all  Revenues,  ft,  of  course,  a  Bissolutioukof 
the  Government,  which  cannot  continue  without  Supplies  of  tnis 
Kature — That  the  Armv  will  soon  feel  the  Effects  in  a  fatal  Degree, 
as  it  will  be  impracticable  to  continue  to  furnish  them  with  those 
Articles  which  navCi  during  the  stoppage  of  their  Pay^  been  their 

*  See  page  686. 
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prinoiptl  Bependanoe  ft  Support — Under  thk  alamiiDg  PrMpeotiH 
iee  no  Means  of  immediate  Relief  at  this  late  Day  in  theseasioDSybvl 
for  the  House  to  make  their  Adjournm^  short — to  pass  a  Vote  ta^ 
firmatoiy  of  the  foreign  Loan  now  in  Negotiation,  ft  to  appoint  i 
Committee  to  bring  in  a  Bill  earlj  next  Sessions  to  provide  a  Fund 
for  the  Payment  of  the  interest  in  Specie,  ft  to  appropriate  some 
Part  of  the  remaioiDg  Property  of  the  State,  or  some  certain  pro- 
ductive Revenue,  to  the  Payment  of  the  Principal ;  such  Revenue  to 
be  applied  to  that  Purpose  at  the  Expiration  of  three  or  5  Years;— 
Without  some  thing  of  this  Nature,  there  is  great  Reason  to  fear  tbe 
whole  Scheme  will  fail,  a  very  great  Ezpence  be  entirely  lost,  ft  ike 
publick  Credit  which  the  Measure  will  support,  sink  into  irreoovenUe 

'  Ruin.  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  in  s*  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  Payment  of  the  Interest  of  the  State  Money  annually,  in 
Specie,  by  a  specifiek  Tax.  That  the  Faith  of  the  present  AssemUj 
be  engaged  in  such  Terms  as  to  convey  to  foreigners  the  fullest  Asn- 
ranee  of  an  honourable  Repayment  of  the  Monies  M*  Seark  uiy 

-  borrow,  to  be  transmitted  by  the  Council  without  any  Delay.  Then 
are  the  only  Measures  occurring  to  the  Council,  ft  whioh  we  sobmk 
to  the  Consideration  of  the  House  as  our  candid  Sentiments  on  thdr 
Letter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  ftc 


Whereas,  the  great  ft  unavoidable  Pressure  of  publick  BosineB, 
at  this  Sessions  has  prevented  the  framing  a  Bill  to  provide  Funds  to 
repay  the  Principal  ft  Interest  of  such  Sums  as  may  be  borrowed  ia 
Europe,  by  the  Hon.  M'  Searle,  agreeable  to  a  Vote  of  the  last  Hoom 
of  Assembly,  which  may  occasion  some  Delay  of  that  important 
Business — Resolved,  That  this  House  doth  confirm  the  Stipulatioai 
ft  Engagements  entered  into  by  the  last  previous  House  to  procuis 
a  foreign  Loan,  ft  do  engage  the  Faith  ft  Honour  of  the  State  to 
repay  all  Sums  of  Money,  both  Principal  ft  Interest,  agreeable  to  the 
Letters  of  Credenee  ft  Instructions  given  to  the  s*  M'  Searle,  which 
have  been  communicated  to  the  HonsOi  ft  are  hereby  approved  k 
ratified 


Resolved,  That 


be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Bill  to  be  presented  at  the  next  Sessions, 
to  provide  for  the  punctual  Repayment  of  all  Monies  proeured  upot 
the  af^  Loan,  both  Principal  ft  Interest — The  Fund  for  the  Payment 
oL  the  Principal,  to  be  productive  at  the  End  of  Yean^  ft  the 

Interest  Fund  to  be  productive  forthwith. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Committee  be  instructed  to  provide  for 
the  Payment  of  the  Interest  on  the  State  Money  annnafly,  so  as  to 
give  the  same  more  general  ft  establi^ihed  Credit. 
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Board  of  Wab  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1780. 

War  Office,  December  26, 1780. 

Sir, 

Conrad  Latour  who  was  a  Lioa*  in  Schotts  Corps  &  has  been  four 
Tears  in  the  Service  of  the  U.  States  in  which  he  was  twice  wounded 
being  broke  for  some  nnofficer  like  Behavior  afterwards  enlisted  in 
the  French  Army  in  which  I  believe  he  is  a  Serjeant.  The  Officer 
of  the  French  Army  represents  that  Latour  is  sued  for  sixteen  hard 
DoUan  &  detained  in  Jail.  What  the  Law  of  the  State  is  upon  this 
Subject  the  Board  are  unacquainted  with.  There  was  a  recommend- 
ation of  Congress  to  the  States  that  thej  should  enact  Laws  to  pre- 
vent Suits  against  Soldiers  for  a  less  sum  than  fortj/  Dollars  but  as 
the  Money  is  depreciated  it  is  supposed  that  advantage  is  taken  of 
this  Circumstance.  Be  this  as  it  may  the  Board  having  no  Author- 
ity in  the  Case  have  thought  it  best  to  state  the  Matter  to  your  Ez- 
oellency  that  if  any  thing  can  be  done  yon  may  be  pleased  to  put 
the  French  Officer  (Mr.  Jennings)  in  the  Way  of  relieving  the  pri* 
ioner  as  it  is  presumed  to  be  politic  to  treat  the  French  Soldiers  on 
a  Footing  with  our  own. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  very  sincere  Esteem 

your  obed't  Serv't, 

BICHABD  PETERS. 

Directed^ 

His  Ezcell'  Jos.  Beed  Esq.,  President. 


Pres.  Reed  to  James  Potter  1780. 
Sir, 

A  Subscription  having  been  compleated  amounting  to  £  Specie 
for  the  Purpose  of  reinlisting  such  Soldiers  as  would  otherwise  have 
been  discharged  you  will  proceed  to  camp  with  the  s'  sum  &  with 
the  Assistance  of  Gen*  Wayne,  &  the  Colonels  of  the  Regiments 
execute  the  above  Business  so  as  to  extend  the  Utility  of  the  Money 
te  far  as  possible.  At  this  Distance  &  under  the  present  Circnm- 
itanees  it  is  not  practicable  to  give  any  particular  Directions; 
Ikrther  than  that  we  think  you  should  first  inform  yourself  how 
many  Recruits  are  likely  to  be  engaged  &  the  Proportions  of  the 
different  Regiments  &  then  apportion  the  Money  as  nearly  as  possible 
after  which  yon  will  call  npon  the  oldest  Regiments  to  send  their  Re- 
emits  to  some  Place  where  with  the  Assistance  you  will  receive  you 
will  engage  them  by  signing  an  Inlistment  &  Attestation  of  which 
you  will  nave  Blanks  with  you — these  being  done  ft  a  Description 
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of  cash  Reoniit  will  be  proper  or  the  InlistioeDt  together  witk  i 
Receipt  for  the  Money  lo  be  particHUr  in  tekiog  an  aooouot  of  the 
Monies  paid  so  as  that  a  satisfactory  Account  may  be  rendered  to 
the  SnbBcnbers.  Yon  will  also  be  pleased  to  ascertain  the  Namber 
of  Recruits  sent  last  Summer  under  a  former  Subscription  as  far  •• 
it  can  be  done. 

Dcember  27,  1780. 
To  Hon'ble  James  Potter  Esquire. 


Sect.  Matlack  to  Johk  Rbynolds,  (Sheriff,)  1780. 

Philadelphia,  Dec'  29th,  1780. 
Sir, 

His  Excereney  the  President  k  the  council  order  me  to  desire 
that  you  will  take  the  most  effectual  measures  immediately  to  pretent 
the  frauds  committed  at  the  grate  of  the  Groal  of  this  city  by  Crini- 
nals  under  confinement  there.  Such  practices  as  thej  are  guilty  of 
not  only  become  greatly  injurious  but  tend  to  harden  meo  in  lU 
practice  of  the  most  daring  villany  and  if  such  are  not  prerented  or 
punished  there  is  reason  to  fear  they  will  by  impunity  be  induced  te 
commence  Highwaymen  k  robbers  whenever  they  shall  be  enlargei 

If  there  be  no  other  mode  of  preventing  such  practices  the  villaiDi 
concerned  in  it  must  be  kept  in  rooms  separate  from  the  other 
prisoners. 

I  am  respectfully 

yotif  v^ry  humble  servant, 

T.  M. 

Directed, 

To  John  Reynolds  Esq%  Sheriff. 


Gen.  St.  Clair  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1780. 

Potts  Grove,  Dec  29th,  1780. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Distress  that  has  arisen  from  the  long  want  of  Money  is  tht 
publick  Offices  has  amongst  many  others  reached  me,  and  lays  at 
under  the  Necessity  of  applying  to  your  Board,  that  you  would  be 
pleased  to  make  an  Order  in  my  favour  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  State 
for  a  sum  of  Money  (to  be  accounted  for  with  the  Auditors  appoinfeai 
or  to  be  appointed  in  consequence  of  the  late  Law  for  settliiig  the 
accounts  of  the  Army)  in  order  to  enable  me  to  discharge  some  Debli 
I  have  been  unavoidably  obliged  to  contract,  to  make  some  preparatioQ 
for  the  Command  in  Jersey,  which  I  must  take  uppn  rae  in  a  very  short 
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Hm^  aad  k>  inakd  some  Proviaion  for  my  Fttnil j  during  m j  abieiioey 
Bone  of  whicb  my  priyate  CirBumstanoes  from  a  Tariety  of  GaiiMa 
whieh  it  ii  ODiieoeaflary  to  trouble  the  Board  with|  allow  me  at  praiH 
•nt  to  do. 
The  Favour  will  be  very  gratefully  acknowledged  by 

Gentlemen 

your  most  Obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant 

AR.  ST.  CLAIR.* 

To  Hie  Excellency  Joeepb  Reed  Esouire,  President  and  the  hon* 
eurable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennaylvania. 


Matthew  Smith  to  Prks.  Resd,  1780. 

Dear  Sir, 

Inoloa'd  I  send  the  Examination  of  Thomas  Conely^  (Taken  at 
Wyoming,  &  transmited  to  me  by  Thomas  Neil)  who  Came  from  Ni- 
agara with  a  party  of  20  Whites  &  five  Indians,  they  Carry'd  away 
one  Harvoys  Family  Near  Wyoming,  Six  Men  &  Boys  in  Nnmbtt 
Harveys  Iknghter  and  one  Other  Girl  they  Sent  Back  after  haveing 
them  Some  time  and  leading  them  off  a  Considerable  Distance,  they 
made  this  Stroke  on  the  Night  of  the  6^  Inst.,  and  that  saine 
Night  Concly  Deserted  from  them,  he  is  Inlisted  in  that  Corps  called 
Ottendorffs,  he  Spread  a  Report  that  about  the  time  he  Set  out  from 
Niagara  one  Thonon,  an  Indian  Captain  was  to  Set  out  from  the 
Above  post,  with  30  Indians  &  intended  their  Stroke  in  the  Forks^ 
it  Alarm'd  the  Inhabitants  Much  as  they  were  not  to  Make  any 
prisoners  but  Murder  all  that  came  in  their  way,  he  also  Added  the 
two  partys  was  to  have  Come  out  together,  but  Differed  in  Senti- 
ments about  the  mode  of  their  War,  the  Whites  DeterminM  to  make 
Bisoners,  &  the  other  Savages  to  Murder  all  they  Could,  without 
iatinction  of  age  or  Sex,  toe  Ace*  Reach'd  this  place  About  the 
time  the  Lane  County  Militia,  was  Setting  off  for  their  respectiire 
Homes,  we  are  lately  in  hopes  they  will  not  be  able  to  make  their 
Intended  Stroke,  as  the  River  &  Creeks  are  now  pretty  high  ft 
Briveing  thick  with  ice,  but  we  fear  they  may  hover  on  our  Fron- 
teer  Dureing  the  Winter  and  Give  us  an  Early  Stroke  in  the  Springy 
I  have  so  often  Solicited  for  the  poor  Suffering  Frontier  that  I  am 
%firaid  I  may  be  Counted  Troublesome,  but  knowing  your  Disposition 
to  have  Been  Ever  for  the  Support  of  the  Country,  I  would  once 
More  Crave  your  interposition,  for  Some  assistance  early  as  possible 
in  the  Spring. 
Further  I  would  Request  your  Opinion  of  the  Resolve  of  Gongren 

•  See  Col.  Ree.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  501. 
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friday  May  21^  ITTdflteBpeotfaig  the  Q«oU  of  forty  fivtt  VHIWh 
of  1>ollAr8,  as  it  Stands  the  Whole  Sum  Is  Qaota<  to  feweUe  of  te 
States,  and  after  Gomes  these  Words  *^  Georgia  being  invadid  m 
hereafter  to  Raise  her  proportion"  I  mean  Whether  it  is  a  part  of 
the  Above  45  Millions  here  Mentioned  or  only  a  proporlioBablepirt 
of  later  Taxations — also  of  the  Resolve  of  January  Tuesday  5^,  1779 
Where  the  Sum  of  15,000,000  is  Quota'  to  twelve  States  &  OeorgU 
hath  its  Number  only  000000.  My  Reason  is  we  have  lately  bd 
the  Tax  laid  in  this  County,  and  a  few  days  ago  the  Appeal,  Where 
a  Number  of  Gentlemen  stood  up  in  Opposition  to  Paying  any  State 
Tax  Al  lodging  the  Hon^^^  Assembly  Never  intended  any  of  tbt 
Back  Oountys  should  pay  any  1\lz  their  Distresses  being  So  Onst, 
and  as  an  Argument,  produo'd  the  above  Resolves  of  Oongms  ia 
favour  of  Georgia  at  the  same  time  Alledging  the  people  of  is  plainlj 
Exempted -—if  any  lat<  News  foreign  or  Efomestick,  I  will  thank  joa 
for  the  Aoc^  &  a  few  late  papers. 

I  am  I>  Sir, 

your  Most  Obt  Humble  Servt, 

MATT*  SMITE 

Sunbury,  Dec.  30**,  1780. 

Dtreclecf, 

His  Ezcellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Bsq'',  President  of  tiie  State  ef 
Pennsylvania. 

Hon<  by  M**  Reese. 


Statements  referred  to  in  forbgoin0|  1780. 

Garrison,  Wyoming,  DecP  7%  17S0, 

This  day  Came  to  the  Post  Thomas  Connelly  a  Deserter  fh)m  s 
Party  of  the  Enemy  of  Twenty  white  men  and  nve  Indians  who  left 
Niagaria  Twenty  Two  Days  before  they  Arrived  here,  ho  Says  be  is 
Originally  from  Ireland  is  20  years  of  age  Came  to  this  Country  ia 
1772  and  has  been  a  Servant  to  one  Thomas  Williams  an  Indiaa 
Trader,  most  of  the  time  among  the  Indians,  But  his  Time  was  oat 
with  his  Master  about  a  year  ago  he  then  engaged  in  the  Rangen 
Service  with  Tory  Butler,  he  says  that  the  Post  of  Niagara  is  Com- 
manded by  Gen*  Powell  who  took  that  Command  in  Feb'v  Last  the 
Number  of  Troops  of  whitemen  consists  of  about  Six  Hundred  Inelii- 
ding  the  Rangers— the  Indians  are  Very  Unsteady  Sometimes  Near 
Two  Thousand  Men  Women  &  Children  who  all  Draw  Rations;  that 
in  Octr.  Last  the  Ontario  a  new  Ship  of  20  Guns  was  lost  on  the 
lake  Col*  Boston  with  about  350  Men  of  the  3 1^  Reg<  who  were 
Going  to  Canada  all  Perished — he  also  Informs  that  about  Two 
Months  ago  John  Monture,  One  of  the  Indian  head  warriors,  wis 
Killed  near  this  Post  By  a  Small  party  that  Came  Across  them  from 
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Wyoming  as  they  was  on  their  Botorn  from  Fort  Allen,  and  that 
before  he  Bnga^'d  in  the  British  Servioe  he  has  lived  at  Detroit  and 
says  that  Detroit  is  very  thick  Settled  with  Inhabitants,  abont  forty 
miles  in  Lengthy  favourable  Inclin'  towards  the  Country  but  dar'd 
not  appear  open  m  it,  that  they  have  built  a  New  fort  thcre^  and  the 
Garrison  Consbts  of  about  300  Commanded  by  Cap*  Bird. 

He  Says  that  Batlor  &  Brant  had  Bcturn'  to  Niagara  from  their 
Expedition  to  the  Mohawk  River  and  Johnson  was  Gone  Doun  to 
Canada  and  Did  not  come  that  way. 


Officers  to  Assbmbly,  1780. 

The  Honorable 

The  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  ol 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met. 

Gent^: 

We  take  the  liberty  of  informing  you,  that  not  having  received 
any  Pay  from  the  Continent  for  a  considerable  time  past  &  being 
destitute  of  the  necessary  Cash  to  defray  our  several  Ezpenoes,  while 
on  the  Business  of  the  Line,  with  your  Honble  House,  we  therefore 
applied  to  the  Honorable  Board  of  War  for  a  supply  of  Money,  w«^ 
we  received,  but  it  being  of  the  Massachusetts  Emission,  on  this 
aeoount,  it  wou'd  not  answer  our  exigency,  as  we  oou'd  pass  it  only 
at  the  Rate  of  40  for  1.  We  have  therefore  return^  it,  and  since 
applied  to  his  Excell^  The  President  who  is  very  desirous  of  serving 
us  on  this  occasion,  on  condition  your  Honourable  House  will  em*- 
power  him  so  to  do,  by  a  Resolve  or  Yote  of  your  House  for  this 
purpose.  This  requisition  we  trust  will  meet  your  approbation,  as 
it  is  solely  founded  in  necessity.  We  presame  that  about  Nino 
Hundred  or  a  Thousand  State  Dollars  will  suffice. 

We  have  the  honor 

to  subscribe  ourselves 

Your  most  obt.  Servants^ 

F.  JOHNSTON,  Col., 
RICH*  HUMPTON,  Col., 
JOS.  HARMAR,  L*  Col. 
Philad.,  December  19'»»,  1780. 

Directed^ 
The  Honorable  The  House  of  Assembly. 
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COMMITTSS  OF  CONQRESS  TO  COUMITTSB  OF  ASSSM BLT,  17S0. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  Congress  to  confer  with  a  Committee 
of  the  General  Aaeemblj  of  PensylTsnia  on  the  sabjeot  of  the  QaoU 
of  the  new  emission  of^^money  assigned  to  that  state  hare  leodred 
their  state  of  frets,  and  have  now  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  add 
oommittee  the  following  information. 

That  the  debt  of  twenty  millions  of  dollara  compnted  to  be  doe 
to  the  inhabitants  of  PensyWania  opon  qnarter  masters  ft  ooniii» 
■ariee  certificates  have  not  been  onproyided  lor  by  Congress,  bat  iriM 
from  the  onpanotnality  of  the  respectiye  states  in  complying  with 
the  requisitions  of  Congress.  It  appears  from  a  general  abstraoi  of 
the  treasury  books  now  before  this  Committee  that  the  states  are  ia 
arrears  on  the  respective  requisitions  as  far  as  the  acooonts  were 
furnished  to  the  4th  of  December  last,  176,955,367{2  dolUrs,  i 
sum  suflEicient  to  have  discharged  the  quarter  masters  ft  commissuies 
certificates  ft  supported  the  public  credit  in  a  very  great  degree. 

That  the  supplies  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  credit  of  the  certifiettei 
extend  to  all  the  other  states  as  well  as  Pensylvania,  and  is  Uie 
same  obstacle  in  all  to  the  payment  of  taxes ;  and  it  is  also  rqn^ 
sented  that  their  treasuries  are  equally  exhausted  :  And  there  caa 
therefore  be  no  prospect  that  any  of  them  will  be  in  condidoo  to 
supply  the  public  exigencies,  if  these  certificates  should  pass  in  paj- 
ment  of  the  taxes  directed  to  be  levied  for  the  purpose  of  issuiag 
and  giving  credit  to  ih»  new  emission. 

Tbuit  by  the  abstract  from  the  books  of  the  treasury  the  acooosi 
of  Pensylvania  is  thus  stated* 

State  of  Pensylvania. 

Congress  on  the  1  July,  1780.  drew  two  warrants  on  the  pvettdeat 
ft  supreme  executive  council  in  nvour  of  Michael  Hillegas,  tretsnrer 
of  the  United  States,  one  for  1796950 

ft  the  other  for  the  balance  due  from  that  state  up  to  the 
1  March,  1780.  4509040 

Both  the  said  warrants  unpaid. 

Taxes  due  from  1  March,  1780,  to  the  1  December 
following,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
18  March,  1780,  nine  months,  the  quota  being  2,300- 
000  dollars  per  month,  amount*  to  20,700,000,  from 
which  is  to  be  deducted  a  warrant  drawn  Nov.  17, 1780, 
in  fav  of  commissary  Blaine,  208,0491  ft 

20,431,950|J 

ballance,  26,797,940fS 

If  this  is  a  just  statement  it  will  be  found  that  supposing  the  inhabi- 
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tants  of  Ponsylvania  to  be  creditors  of  tlie  public  to  the  amount  of 
twcoty  millions  dollars  on  certificates,  there  is  still  a  large  arrcar 
due  from  them  on  their  quota  of  the  taxes. 

Congress  relj  on  a  oomplianoe  with  the  act  of  the  18  of  Maroh| 
for  the  sapport  of  the  war,  thej  foresee  the  deepest  distress  if  it 
should  not  be  carried  into  effect  with  the  utmost  dispateh* 

The  public  treasury  is  exhausted ;  the  publio  debts  considerable ; 
the  army  unpaid  for  near  a  year;  the  quarter  master's  branch  dis- 
tressed. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  committee  of  the  assembly  of  Pcn- 
sylvania  will  consider  the  effect  of  the  regulations  proposed  in  their 
representation  and  give  the  weight  to  our  suggestions  which  they 
shall  appear  to  merit. 

JA>  DUANE,       1  Committee  of 
JfiSSE  KOOT.     J     Congress. 


THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 
GERARDUS  WYNKOOP, 
JONATHAN  IIOGB, 
JOHN  HARRIS. 


Esq". 


Committee  of  the  general  Assembly 
•  of  the  state  of  Pcnsylvania. 

Philad-,  Dec  20, 1780. 


EXTBACT  FBOM  ObNBRAL  ObDEBS,  1781. 

Extract  from  General  Orders,  Dated  Head  Quarters^  New  Windsor, 

January  1»*,  1781. 

'<  The  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Matrasses  of  the  Indepeci- 
'<  dent  Company  of  Artillery,  Commanded  by  Captain  Coren,  are  to 
<<  be  added  to  &  incorporated  with  the  Company  Commanded  by  Cap^ 
''  Porter,  now  in  the  2'  Reg'  of  Artillery ;  And  the  Non-Commis- 
<<  sioned  Officers  and  Matrasses  of  the  Company  Commanded  by 
'<  Capt*  Freeman  are  to  be  added  to  and  incorporated  with  Capt" 
"  Simonds  Compaq  in  said  Reg^  Captains  Porter  &  Si  mends 
**  Companies  are  to  be  Leveled  with  the  Men  of  the  Two  Companies 
'<  which  are  Incorporated  with  them  and  being  raised  in  Pennsylva- 
'<  nia  are  to  be  added  to  Col.  Proctors  Regiment  of  Artillery.  The 
^'  Officers  of  the  two  Companies  Commanded  by 'Captains  Porter  and 
'<  Simonds  are  to  be  arranged  in  Col.  Proctors  Regiment  of  Artillery 
*'  agreeable  to  the  Rank  they  now  hold." 

A  Copy. 
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Names  of  the  Officers  in  Captains  Porter  ft  Simonda  Gompatues. 

Gaptaiu,  Andrew  Porter,  Captain,  Jonas  Simoods, 

Oapt*  I/,  James  MoClnrOi  Oiipt"  L*^  Wm.  PoweiSi 

Iiieat%     Joseph  Ashton,  Lieut.;    Saml.  Dotj. 

Robert  Parker, 

'^Bzra  Patterson, 

Es^el  Howell. 

*  Patterson  has  since  Resigned. 

The  Bank  of  those  as  well  as  all  other  Officers  of  Artillery  in  tbe 
Continental  Army  was  finally  determined  by  several  Boards  of  Oi- 
cers  appointed  for  that  purpose— approved  of  by  his  Exeellen^ 
Genl.  Washington  —  Published  in  Oenl.  Orders  as  well  as  thoe 
Issued  in  the  Brigade  of  Artillery — a  Betum  of  which  was  mide 
to  the  Board  of  War  &  Certified  by  the  Honorable  Henry  fijiox, 
Brigadier  General  of  Artillery.  This  Return  is  stiil  to  be  sets  ii 
the  War  Office,  and  hath  ever  since  been  the  inyariable  Rule  for 
determining  Rank  in  the  Corps  of  Artillery. 

Indorsed^ 
Extract  of  General  Orders,  dated  New  Windsor,  Jan.  1,  1781. 


Statement  of  Lt.  John  Cabothers,  1781. 

That  in  Augt.  1779  a  Large  number  of  yolnnteera  of  the  thiri 
battalion  of  this  county  now  commanded  by  Col.  Saml.  Inrin 
march'd  up  to  the  relief  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Northumberlind 
County,  at  the  time  when  fort  freeland  was  Taken,  that  they  were 
out  about  fifteen  Days,  &  reed  no  pay  nor  allowance  for  sd.  time, 
&  that  there  is  considerable  uneassiness  prevailing  in  the  batttlios 
on  that  acct.  they  aledeing  others  have  fknd  better,  some  'pertiea- 
larly  mentioned  in  Col.  Irwins  Letter  Inclosing  this  were  to  mj 
eertain  knowledge  fally  Determined  to  march  with  the  Last  dasMf, 
and  thought  they  might  with  safty  take  the  allowance  of  tinke  at  the 
begining  of  their  Tour,  but  were  Disappdnted  by  the  militias  bebg 
Stoped  at  Lancaster,  &  they  oblidged  to  pay  the  full  fine. 

Certified  by  a 

JNO.  CAROTHERS. 
Late  Lt.  of  Cumbd.  County 
■     Jany.  2d,  1781. 

To  whom  it  may  concern. 
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Danl.  Hsister,  Jr.  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1781. 

Upper  Salford;  Philada.  County^  Janry.  Sd^  1781. 

The  distreflsed  situation  of  our  Money  Matters  I  hope  will  apolo- 
18  for  Troubling  your  Excellency  with  a  Small  Information. 
ut  week  I  saw  Mr.  Kachloin  a  Sab-Lieutenant  of  Backs  County, 
)  tails  me  that  he  has  at  least  £  20,000  now  by  him  of  publiok 
oney  and  has  already  paid  upwards  of  £  50,000  to  Col.  Hart. 
)nriderable  sums  I  beleive  are  in  the  Hands  of  some  Sub-  Lienten- 
its  in  this  County  besides  what  must  needs  be  with  Lieut  Coats, 
Ub  Money  is  to  be  collected  for  the  purpose  of  making  publiok 
uohases  aceordiag  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  day  of  the  sitting  of 
laembly,  but  I  mention  this  of  the  Sub-Lieutenants  as  many  G^t. 
emed  of  opinion  what  they  had  could  not  be  worth  attending  to. 
The  seven  months  men  nom  this  part  of  the  Country  are  chiefly 
une  home,  and  I  am  told  are  begining  to  get  uneasy  about  their 
onthly  pay  some  people  are  fearing  the  Companies  we'd  also  have 
pay  them  that,  which  would  be  attended  with  great  trouble  and 
■content — would  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  whether  it  would 
il  be  well  if  Council  was  to  direct  the  Lieutenants  to  pay  this  to 
erent  the  Clamour  of  these  people  which  will  doubtless  Injure  the 
oruiting  service. 

I  am  with  the  Highest  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obet. 

and  most  Hbble  Sert. 

DAN.  HEISTER  Jr. 

ireeiedf 

Pia  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  President  of  Council  Fhila- 
Iphia. 


Hugh  Fobsman  to  Col.  David  Deshleb,  1781. 

Wyoming,  Jany.  3, 1780.* 

By  Virtue  of  a  late  Resolve  of  Congress  Respecting  fumising  this 
inison  with  Provisions,  the  Commanding  Officer  hath  Directed 
B  to  Apl&y  to  you  for  sum  flour  and  Liouor,  of  which  I  hope  you 
n  forward  as  soon  as  Possable  to  this  Fost  about  twenty  Barrels 
flour  and  four  or  five  Barrels  of  Liquor,  and  Let  me  Know  by 
e  Bearer,  Capt*  Selio,  when  it  will  be  on  the  way,  that  a  gara  * 
fty  be  sent  to  Escort  it  in. 

♦  IndorM,  1781. 
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HD^S 


ihe  needsesaty  for  the  floor  is  Great,  as  the  troops  have  hH 
neither  flour  nor  Liquor  this  three  months  past^  and  been  Obliged 
to  Live  on  Indian  meal. 

When  I  was  in  Philad*^  I  Beee*  an  Order  on  the  Commisar  of 
Comberland  County  for  flour  and  Liquor,  But  the  River  got  so  full 
of  Ice  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  bring  it  up,  which  Ocations  oar 
Present  necesesaty. 

I  have  procured  a  Copy  of  the  Resolve  above  mentioned,  and  Do 
inclose  it  to  yooi  as  parhaps  it  may  not  be  yet  Published  in  joor 
Papers. 

I  have  given  Gap<^  Selino  and  M'  Hollenbaok  orders  on  yoa  to 
pay  them  for  about  two  Hundred  Bushels  of  Indian  Com,  and  seot 
reodpts  By  them  for  the  Receival  of  the  Orain,  which  I  hope  joi 
will  answer,  the  price  I  give  for  Com  here  is  5s.  in  Spacie  and  ffft 
(]!ertificate8  in  Pensylvania  money. 

Your  Gomplyance  with  the  within  Will  much  Oblige 

Sir  your  most  Obd^  Humble  Ser*, 

HUGH  PORSMAN,  C.  Parch-. 

Direciedf 

.   On  puUie  service. 
Coll.  David  Beshler/  Commissioner  for  NorUuunpton  Coontj. 
fav^  by  Capt  Sellin. 


Charles  Stswabt  to  P&es.  Rbsd,  1781. 

Trenton,  Thursday  ni^t,  4  Jany.,  1780-1 
Sir, 

I  delivered  Marquis  Lafayette,  Genl.  St  Clair  &  Lord  Sterling 
the  Copy  of  the  Terms  proposed  by  the  soldiery  of  the  penn*  line  to 
GenL  Wayne  &  his  reply  to  them,  these  papers  passed  before  noon  to 
day.  I  left  Princetown  about  One  OClock  &  then  thought  there  vtf 
a  possibility  of  a  compromise — I  hear  this  evening  that  appearanees 
are  worse,  and  expect  they  will  proceed  for  this  place  to  morrow 
morning — pray  come  up  yourselt  Wayne,  Butler,  &  Stewart^  uo 
the  only  officers  they  will  permit  to  come  among  them. 

This  afternoon  they  have  chosen  officers  to  command  ft  direct 
their  march  in  future.  If  they  chuse  they  can  compel  Craft  to  cross 
Delaware  at  this  place,  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  being  ordered 
towards  N.  York  to  guard  the  stores,  cannot  be  employed  to  prevent 
their  route.  The  Officers  of  the  Penn*  are  ordered  by  Gtea^  Wayne 
to  be  to  night  at  Pennington  to  await  further  Orders.  They,  the 
Troops,  have  Beef  for  tl&ee  days  and  flour  can  be  had,  I  hafe 
Ordered  them  well  fed  on  purpose  they  might  have  no  excuse  to 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  5W. 
t  Indorsed,  178L 
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Ibimnd.  In  ftet  m  thingi  are  gloomy  tnd  yonr  presence  neeee- 
•My.  I  fear  British  Gold  and  Amolda  mends  are  among  them«  I 
am  y  Exbellencjs  moat  obed*  aervanti 

CHA.  STEWART, 
Gomm'y  G«n.  of  banes.* 
DtrecUdf 
His  Excellency  Governor  Bead;  Philad*. 


Sboy.  Matlack  to  Gap.  Saml.  Morbib,  1781. 

I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  President  to  request,  that 
Toa  will  immediately  order  twenty  of  the  Light  horse  to  parade  at 
nis  Honse  at  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  ready  to  march  immediately 
into  New  Jersey,  and  to  order  the  remainder  of  the  corps  to  parade 
and  march  to  morrow  morning. 

I  am  with  great  respectj 

Your  most  obed  Serrt. 

T.M. 
Friday,  Jany.  5, 1781. 

To  Cap.  Samuel  Morris  of  the  Light  Horse. 


SxoY.  Matlack  to  Col.  S.  Miles,  D.  Q.  M.  0.,  1781. 

To  Ool.  8.  Miles,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 
Sir, 

The  pressing  emergency  requires  that  you  furnish  to  Gen.  Potter 
a  very  good  horse  by  four  o'clock  this  afternoon,  If  you  have  not  a 
Mod  ono  in  your  possession  it  is  necessary  that  you  obtain  one  by 
Eonowing  or  impressing  immediately. 

iBy  order  of  the  Ckmncil. 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 
Jany.  5, 1781. 


Bbsolution  of  Congress,  1781. 

In  Congress,  Jany.  5, 1781. 
Resolved,  That  two  members  be  added  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  3d  instant  to  confer  with  the  supreme  executive  of 
the  state  of  Pensylvania  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  intelligence 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  698. 


TOOf  PENNSYLVANIA  AR(5AiVBS  lt«- 


Kceired  t&at  day  and,  tliat  the  said  comttiittee  belnatrtioled  toiet  n 
eoncertgrith  the  said  oxecntive,  and  folly  empowered  to  take  ndi 
measares  as  may  appear  necessary  to  qoiet  tfae  distorbiiiee  ia  tin 
PeDsylvania  line. 

The  members  added  Mr.  Attle  &  Mr.  Bland  The  Gomm'ee.  Mr. 
Sullivan^  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Blani 

Extracts  from  the  minates, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seej. 


Bksoluiion  of  CoKGEESSy  Jan.  5tby  1781. 

In  Congress,  Jan'y  5*^,  1781. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  of  Abraham 
Shinner  Commissiyry  General  of  Prisoners^  deli?ered  in  a  Bepori  u 
follows. 

That  notwithstanding  every  Effort  of  Congress  to  obtaiB  for  ou 
people  Prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Enemy  that  Treatment  wbich 
Humanity,  alone  should  have  dictated,  the  British  Commanden 
unmindful  of  the  Tenderness  exercised  towards  their  Men  Prisoner! 
in  onr  hands,  and  regardless  of  the  practice  of  civilised  Nations,  hiTi 
persisted  in  Treating  our  people  Prisoners  in  their  bands  witk  eioy 
species  of  Insult,  outrage  and  Cruelty.  Officers  and  Men  are  in^ 
criminately  thrown  into  the  Hold  of  Prison  Ships,  and  into  loath* 
some  Dungeons,  and  are  deprived  of  fuel  and  the  common  Necessariei 
of  Life,  by  which  Means  many  of  the  Citizens  of  these  States  htn 
been  eom  polled  to  enter  into  their  Service  to  avoid  those  distieaM 
which  a  Conduct  so  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Nations  had  brought 
upon  them.  Our  Seamen  taken  upon  the  Amerioan  eoast  have  been 
sent  to  Great  Britain  and  other  parts  beyond  Seas  to  prevent  theil 
being  exchanged  or  to  force  them  to  take  arms  against  Ibeir  Oonmliy. 

That  in  the  Ofnnion  of  the  Committee  an  Exercise  of  the  Liw  of 
Betaliiatiah  has  l^scome  necessary  as  a  Justice  due  io  thoee  Oitims 
of  America,  whom  the  fortune  of  War  has  throwil  into  the  pove^ 
of  our  Enemy,  Whereupon, 

Besolved,  that  Copies  of  the  Letter  of  M'  A.  Shinner  and  the 
other  papers  referred  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in  Cboef, 
and  that  he  be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  manner  in  which  oar 
People  who  are  Prisoners  are  treated  by  the  Enemy.  And  that  be 
give  immediate  orders  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  different 
posts  to  take  particular  Care  that  the  british  prisoners  receive  the 
same  allowance  and  Treatment  in  every  respect  as  our  people  who 
are  prisoners  receive  from  the  Enemy. 

Besolved,  that  it  be  reoommended  to  the  respective  ExecuUves  to 
ake  effectual  Measures  for  Carrying  into  Ex^cntion^the  Act  of  Con* 
gross  of  the  13**  of  January,  1780,  respecdng  Pinners  taken  oy 
the  Citizens,  Troops  or  Ships  of  particular  States. 
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That  the  Board  of  Admiralty  issue  Orders  not  to  exchange  any 
british  Sea  Officer  or  Seamaa  until  the  Eaemj  shall  have  returned 
to  Bome  of  their  Garrisons  in  America  such  Seamen  as  they  have 
taken  on  the  Amerioan  Ooasti  and  have  sent  to  Great  Britain  or 
other  fwrts  beyond  sea,  And  that  the  Board  of  War  and  Board  of 
Adkiifldty  give  orders  for  oontiniihig  the  Treatment  tf  Priaoaera  as 
keraa  directed  until  they  reoeive  o^ers  to  the  Contrary  from  Con<* 
Off  the  Commander  in  Chiet 

Extract  from  the  Minateii 

CHA.  THOMSON,  See'y. 


Ow.  St.  Claib  to  Pres.  Bxsd,  1781. 

Morris  Town,  Jan'y  7**,  1781. 
Sir, 

M'  Donaldson  would  inform  yon  of  the  ill  Success  of  the  Embascy 
The  Marquis  &  myself  were  sent  upon,  and  the  short  Notice  we 
received  to  leave  Prince  Town — We  thought  it  prudent  to  take  the 
Mntineera*  at  their  Words,  as  there  was  no  Prospect  of  our  being  of 
any  Service,  and  it  was  not  improbable  they  might  think  it^  upon 
second  Consideration,  adviseable  to  detain  Us :  &  we  have  heard 
that  they  have  since  made  Gen*  Wayne,  Colonells  Butler  &  Stewart 
Prisoners,  k  admit  no  Person  to  see  them  but  thro'  the  Committee, 
hey  were  impatient  to  see  your  Bxoellenoy  or  some  of  the  Council 
of  Pennsylvania ;  but  their  Demands  are  BO  extravagant,  and  thej 

f>t  on  so  smoothly  hitherto,  that  I  have  no  hopes  of  any  thing  but 
oroe  reducing  them  to  Reason. 

The  Ennemy  have  made  no  movements  yet  in  Consequence  of  this 
Afiair,  and  it  may  be  that  they  are  so  much  weakened  by  their  late 
Detachments  as  not  to  be  able  to  spare  a  sufficient  Body — but  I  am 
persuaded  that  if  they  were  in  Jersey  great  Numbers  would  desert,  to 
them,  as  it  is  certain  that  british  Emmissarys  have  set  this  Matter 
a  going,  and  many  of  them  have  confessed  to  us  that  it  was  proposed 
to  them  to  lead  them  all  there — ^This,  however,  they  nobly  refused. 
The  Geneml  is  not  yet  arrived,  and  some  Appearance  of  similar 
di8positio#in  the  Jersey  Troops  induced  Colonel  Barber,  who  com- 
mands them,  to  move  them  to  Chatham ;  so  that  we  are  here  in  a 
very  awkward  Situation,  and  have  this  moment  heard  that  they  have 
sent  some  Person  to  bring  off  the  remaining  few — ^perhaps  a  hundred, 
and  all  the  Stores,  and  we  have  not  a  Soul  to  prevent  it — ^the  Militia 
being  all  out  already — ^This  may  not  be  true ;  but  if  it  is  attempted 
it  must  be  prevented  at  all  Hazards. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  Servant, 

A'  S»  CUir. 

*  For  Yftrious  papers,  letters,  &o.,  respecting  the  revolt  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,  see  my  **  Register  of  Pennsylvania,"  Vol.  II,,  p.  ISO— &c. 
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'  ■  ■  .  ■  • 

David  Deshubb  to  Col.  Jacob  Morqah,  1T81. 

Alkntown,  Jsn'ry  S^,  1781. 
Bear  Sir,  ^ 

I  haye  sent  my  Bon  in  Law  down  after  Cash.  I  have  apriyed  to 
Gol»  Blain  by  Mr.  Joseph  Keyaer,  Cond'  of  the  Cooper  nolorj; 
have  got  no  Cash  from  him.  I  onderstand  by  Mr.  Keyaer,  tint 
Col<>  Blain  was  from  home.  As  I  haTO  porchaaed  considerable  more 
than  I  have  received  Caah  for,  I  request  you'll  supply  me  by  the 
bearer,  as  the  Country  people  is  not  willing  to  wait  any  longer,  nor 
supply  any  more  without  Cash.  Col**  Butler,  at  Wyoming,  hu 
applyed  to  me  for  Flour  and  Liquor,  as  the  navigation  down  Soflq1l^ 
hannah  at  this  time  is  stopt  by  the  frost.  I  purpose  to  send  him 
two  Loads  flour  and  one  Load  of  whiskey  against  the  13*^  Instanti 
to  be  at  Larner's  for  them ;  if  you  think  it  advisable  I  should  sead 
any  more  or  not,  please  to  give  your  Instractions  by  the  bearer. 
1  purpose  to  close  my  Gleneral  returns  to  the  last  of  this  nontk 
and  hopes  shortly  after  to  be  down  with  them.  If  the  Coopers  is  osly 
to  work  for  this  State,  as  there  is  a  good  many  Flour  Casks  on  hm, 
I  think  about  four  hundred,  there  will  be  no  ooeation  for  so  maaj 
Coopers  to  be  supplyed  at  this  Factory.  Col*  Butler  Informs  me  tf 
there  was  Cash  sent  up  to  Wyoming,  there  is  Grain  enough  to  be 
purchased  there  to  8U]^ly  that  post ;  if  I  have  orders  and  mose^, 
the  Carriage  of  Provisiona  to  that  place  might  be  saved.  Have  not 
to  Add;  but  am,  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  hble.  Servi, 

DAVID  DESHLER.* 

P.  S. — If  there  is  any  fix'd  Salary  for  Assistants  and  Clerks, 
should  be  glad  to  know  it — if  not,  I  should  be  desirous  of  joor 
advise  what  to  give. 
J)irectedf 

Col*  Jacob  Morgan,  State  Com^  in  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  Mr.  Ohailes  Deshler. 


Pres.  op  Conoress  to  Prks.  Reed,  178^ 

Circular. 

Philadelphia!  January  9, 17S1. 
Sir, 

You  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  Copies  of  two  Acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  S*"  &  8»*  Instant.t 

By  the  former  you  will  be  informed  that  from  the  unwarrantable 
&  cruel  Treatment  which  our  People  who  are  Prisoners  with  the 
Enemy  have  of  late  received,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress  an  exercwe 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII,,   p.  600.  f  See  page  700. 
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of  the  Law  of  ntaliati<«  has  beoome  neoenirj,  and  ft  ii  tepeeiallj 
leeommended  to  the  Ezeoatives  of  the  States  respeotiyelyy  to  take 
•ffeotnal  Measures  for  eairying  into  Exeoution  the  Aots  of  CoDgress 
of  the  13th  of  Jannary  1780,  respeoting  Prisoners  taken  by  the 
Citixens  Troops  or  ships  of  partioalar  States. 

By  the  other  Act  (of  the  8th  Instant)  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  from  New-Hampshire  to  North  Carolina 
inclusive,  to  procure  for  the  Use  of  the  Officers  in  Captivity  at  New 
York  &  on  Long  Island,  to  be  charged  to  the  United  States  their 
respective  Quotas  therein  mentioned  in  Specie  or  Bills  of  Exchange 
on  New  York. 

It  is  presumed  the  Necessities  of  those  Officers,  the  Distresses 
they  have  already  suffered,  and  the  more  disagreable  Situation  they 
must  yet  be  reduced  to  for  want  of  the  Means  of  Subsistence,  unless 
those  Supplies  are  obtained,  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  a  Compliance 
with  this  requisition  as  speedy  as  possible. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  Ezcelleno/s  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON.* 

President. 
Directedy 
To  His  Ezcellcncy  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Delegates  in  CoNaRESS,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Prohibition  laid  on  the  Loan  Officer  of  this  State  to  receive 
the  new  Continental  Money  or  the  State  Money  for  Bills  of  Ez- 
ehange  will  we  apprehend  deeply  affiect  the  Credit  of  the  former  k  in 
ft  very  little  Time  depreciate  it.  We  supposed  it  to  be  the  Wish  ft 
Policy  of  Congress  to  introduce  the  new  money  with  every  Ciroum- 
Btance  of  Credit  &  consider  the  old  as  a  faithful  Servant  whose 
strength  was  spent  &  to  be  laid  aside  as  tenderly  as  Circumstances 
will  i^mit,  We  have  therefore  directed  all  our  publick  measures  to 

St  the  old  money  brought  in  &  exchanged,  but  the  refusal  of  the 
Beer  to  receive  any  but  the  old  Moncv  not  only  militates  strongly 
against  our  Publications  on  this  subject  out  induces  the  People  to  set 
ftn  additional  Value  on  the  old  money  which  will  be  likely  in  Conse- 

aoence  to  appreciate  &  introduce  as  destructive  a  Speculation  as 
liat  of  Depreciation.    If  therefore  these  Ideas  concur  with  yours  we 
would  request  you  to  bring  this  Point  under  the  consideration  of  Con- 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  607. 
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gMM.  W«  fthill  lot  aoBtend  Inr  the  BcoMpi  of  the  Steliltaey, 
tho  W6  eannoi  Imt  observe  that  tlM  erediton  of  the  Conlineiit  •!  tb 
Lota  (Mfiee  ure  now  very  olemoroai  ft  this  Stale  Money  woald  bt 
as  conveoieot  as  aoy— bat  with  Bespeet  to  the  new  GoilineBid  k 
appears  to  us  to  deserve  the  most  seiioiis  Considefmyoii. 

We  are  req^eetfnliy  Oeat. 

*  yoor  Obdi.  HbU.  8. 
Indar$ed^—JvDF  15, 1781. 


Pres.  Rbed  to  Henrt  Haffa,  Shebifv  of  Berks  Oo^  1781 

Sir, 

We  have  received  a  Complaint  from  the  CommisrionerB  of  flu 
Taxes  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  Copy  &  to  which  we  expect  joor 
Answer  as  soon  as  may  be.  It  will  be  extremely  disagreeable  to  « 
to  hear  of  any  future  Occasions  of  the  Kind  as  it  is  oar  fall  Intes- 
tion  to  support  the  Commissioners  in  every  legal  vigoroos  Measorsfor 
eoUecting  the  public  Taxes.  And  we  think  yon  cannot  render  a  more 
essential  Service  to  the  State  &  the  Coonty  than  a  punctual  Execotios 
of  the  Orders  of  the  Board  against  all  Delinqoents  of  ooorse  jot 
cannot  do  any  Thing  more  acceptable  to  us. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbble.  St, 

J.  REED. 
Indjorsed,  Jan^  16,  1781. 
Directedj 

To  Henry  Haffa,  Esq',  Sheriff  of  Berks. 

Pees.  Reed  to  Merchants,  &o.,  of  Phil.,  1781. 

The  President  of  the  State  informs  the  Merchanta  &  Citiieas  to 
whom  he  applied  for  some  Assistance  to  perform  the  Engagemeats 
with  the  discontented  Soldiery  that  finding  the  Application  not  only 
anaoceptable  but  that  it  has  occasioned  Dissatisfaction  &  Charges  ojF 
assuming  undue  Powers — thinks  it  neoessary  to  say  that  as  the 
Measures  have  been  calculated  for  their  Safety  &  pnbliokGoodi 
have  in  no  small  Degree  answered  those  Purposes,  he  is  sorry  to 
find  Uneasiness  manifested  on  the  Occasion — as  to  the  other  Point 
he  has  done  nothiug  which  is  not  consistent  with  the  Laws  of  OoT* 
emment  of  the  State  &  is  ready  to  answer  for  pnblick  Condss^ 
when  properly  required. — But  to  remove  farther  Complaints  he  now 
wholly  withdraws  his  Requests  of  pecuniary  Assistanee  &  will  en- 
deavoar  to  excuse  the  Non  Performance  of  his  Enga^ments  as  weO 
as  he  can  beiog  conscious  of  having  done  every  thing  in  his  Power  to 
settle  this  unhappy  Affair  to  the  Mst  pobliok  Advantage  onder  all 
Circumstances. 

JOS.  REED. 

Indorsed. — Jan^  18,  1781. 
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Col.  Ephbaim  Blainb  to  Pres.  ov  Cokobbss,  1781. 

Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor, 

19th  Jan^,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  think  it  my  du(|/  to  inform  Congress  of  every  eircnmstanee 
irhioh  eonoems  the  supplies  of  our  army  and  my  nneasiness  rcspect- 
Dg  them,  I  fear  none  of  the  states  will  come  up  to  their  expectations 
md  that  many  will  fall  exceedingly  short. — Inclosed  I  send  you  a 
wpy  of  a  letter  which  I  received  from  col.  Champion,  it  will  inform 
foo  the  expectation  I  have  from  that  state  and  from  many  others 
fimilar  information-^those  fitilares  of  supplies  will  one  day  or  other 
lie  attended  with  the  most  fittal  consequences,  to  prevent  which  I  beg 
Songress  to  write  the  most  pressing  letters  to  each  of  the  states  to 
ue  every  possible  exertion  in  procuring  the  provisions  required 
rith  punctuality.  I  expect  shortiv  to  have  returns  of  all  state  sup- 
iHes  furnished  last  year  and  shall  transmit  them  to  Congress  the 
aoment  I  have  it  in  my  power. 

The  troops  at  West  Point  and  those  cantoned  in  the  neighbour- 
lood  have  been  some  time  upon  scant  allowance  of  bread  and  the 
present  appearances  gave  me  very  little  hope  of  a  seasonable  supply 
>f  beef  cattle,  we  have  no  fresh  upon  hand  and  the  troops  are  now 
led  upon  what  little  corned  and  salted  beef  I  had  laid  up  for  spring  use 
irhioh  IS  not  more  than  twenty  days  support.  If  our  situation  is  such 
,n  the  most  plentiful  season  of  the  year  and  when  our  magasines 
Night  to  be  filled  with  salt  provisions,  I  leave  your  excellency  to 
judge  what  it  must  be  the  next  campaign  when  three  times  the 
number  of  men  are  in  the  field,  the  consequence  must  undoubtedly 
be  their  dissolution  for  want  of  subsistence — without  the  states  use 
fourfold  exertions  in  fadlitating  their  respective  purchases  in  due 
dme.  I  find  a  very  great  loss  will  arise  upon  all  the  cattle  which 
ire  received  with  the  army-*^-and  although  I  have  taken  every  pre- 
saution  and  adopted  every  judicious  measure  to  have  proper  estimates 
thev  are  all  laid  much  too  high — those  which  I  have  had  slaughtered 
under  the  directions  of  careful  people  have  lost  one-fifth  upon  their 
BStimated  weight  The  Drovers  had  it  not  in  their  power  to  make 
proper  provision  of  forage  for  the  cattle  upon  the  communication 
whieh  will  add  some  to  the  loss  of  beef  upon  the  cattle  which  have 
been  drove  late  in  the  season. 

The  troops  have  been  destitute  of  rum  ever  since  they  came  into 
vinter  quarters.  There  is  about  70  Hds.  at  Springfield  but  I  have 
aoi  the  least  hope  of  getting  it  brought  forward  before  the  spring. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect 

your  Excellencys  most  obd*  hble.  serv* 

EPHRAIM  BLAINE. 
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Lewis  Fa&meb  to  Y.  P.  Moorb,  1781. 

GonUnental  Feny^  JaDoaiy  19Uiy  1781. 
Sir, 

I  take  tbe  liberty  to  iDfonn  you  tbat  Nine  bundred  and  fottj 
Men  are  pay'd  of  an  received  tbeir  Glo&tbing,  sball  fall  mncb  iAm% 
as  tbe  line  consists  of  at  Least  Two  Thousand  Eight  bnndnd  nen, 
be  pleased  therefore  to  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  One  tbonsuid  jdi. 
of  Cloth,  six  Bolts  of  OsnabmgSy  (large)  Eight  hundred  shirts  tod 
Eight  hundred  pr.  of  shoesi  the  men  get  their  Disohargea  Teiy  £uL 


course  all  Business,  which  may  be  attended  with  bad  Conseqi 

His  Excellency  the  president  Stop  last  Eyening  at  mj  Qgartei^ 
and  desired  me  to  inform  you  of  this,  I  ha?e  an  &pectation  of  B^ 
ceiving  some  shoes  and  shirty  from  Princeton,  which  General  Wayai 
left  there,  there  are  three  peices  of  Qreen  Broad  Cloi^  at  my  MM 
belonging  to  a  Gentelman  in  St  EustatiuS|  they  come  at  22  6  pr, 
yd.,  if  you  think  fit  you  may  have  them.  Mr.  Bieble  who  teadi 
the  Store  will  receive  the  Qoods  and  pack  them,  their  are  Bozci 
ready  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant, 

LEWIS  FARMER, 

Gomyar  Glotbisg. 
Direetedf 

To  The  Honorable  WilUam  Moore,  Esq',  Vice  President,  Pkiii' 
delphla. 


Col.  Dan.  Brodhead  to  Paxs.  Bebd,  1781. 

Fort  Pitt^  Jan'y  22-  1781. 
Boar  Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  fav(Hr  of  the  80>^  ultimo,  and  an  veiy 
thankful  for  the  Contents. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  a  Ibt  of  Bonds,  Notes,  fte.,*  lati 
the  property  of  a  Tory  lloss,  who  was  formerly  an  agent  at  tkif 
place  to  the  King  of  Britain's  Contractors,  and  deserted  firon  hk 
parole.  I  am  informed  tbat  his  Estate  is  worth  near  ten  ThooMad 
pounds  in  specie,  and  that  it  will  enure  to  the  benefit  of  our  State. 

M*"  Will-  Wilson,  a  few  days  ago,  wrote  me  that  he  had  undo^ 
taken  to  furnish  my  Troops  with  one  hundred  Head  of  Cattle,  upoa 
private  contract  and  with  .private  money.  This  aooount,  as  there 
was  no  other  prospect  of  obtaining  meat,  and  tbe  Troops  were  safkt- 

*  Not  foand. 
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nig  for  want  of  it,  whiht  we  were  aoaroely  inpplied  with  Floari  waf 
flatteringy  &  oheered  the  drooping  Spirits  of  DOth  officers  k  men. 
Bat  as  meat  could  not  be  purchased  on  acoount  of  the  great  scarcity 
on  this  side  the  mountain,  M'  Wilson  immediately  proceeded  to  the 
South  Branch  of  the  Powtomack|  to  perform  the  Contract  And 
BOW  I  hare  the  mortification  to  be  informed  by  his  Brother,  who  is 
just  arrived  from  Old  Town/  that  a  prohibitory  Law  of  th^tate  of 
Virginia  will  prevent  his  getting  the  Cattle  he  may  have  purchased 
lor  consumption  here. 

I  sincerely  wish  there  was  no  occasion  to  trouble  you  with  a  further 
tale  of  misfortune.  But  as  the  United  States  in  general,  and  our 
State  m  particular^  are  immediately  interested  in  retaining  in  this 
Biatrict,  all  the  Grain  that  has  been  raised  in  it ;  it  might  appear 
eiuninal  in  me  were  I  to  remain  silent  respecting  certain  Instructions 
lately  sent  by  Ooveraor  Jefferson  for  the  purchase  of  200,000,  Ra- 
tions on  this  side  the  mountains,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  under 
Ool*  Clark,  for  which  purpose  he  has  already  advanced  300,000 
wmnds,  and  promises  to  furnish,  upon  the  first  notice,  any  further 
Bum  that  may  be  necessary  to  compleat  the  payment  of  that  purchase. 
Because  this  contract,  together  with  the  Consumption  of  multitudes 
of  emigrants  arrived  &  expected  in  this  District,  (chiefly  to  avoid 
militia  Duty  and  Taxes)  will  scarcely  leave  a  pound  of  Flour  for  the 
Begular  or  other  Troops  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  employ,  either 
offensively  or  defensively,  against  the  Enemyi  for  the  Defence  of 
this  part  of  the  Frontier  Settlements. 

It  seems  the  State  of  Virginia  is  now  preparing  to  acquire  more 
extensive  territory,  by  sending  a  sreat  body  of  men  under  Col® 
(whom  they  intend  to  raise  to  the  ranx  of  Brigadier)  Clark,  to  attempt 
the  reduction  of  Detroit.  I  have  hitherto  been  encouraged  to  flatter 
myself,  that  I  should,  sooner  or  later,  be  enabled  to  reduce  that 
place ;  But  it  seems  the  United  States  cannot  furnish  cither  Troops 
or  resources  for  the  purpose,  but  the  State  of  Virginia  can. 

A  Grand  Codhcil  of  British  and  other  Savages  is  now  holding  at 
Detroit,  and  I  am  informed  they  are  premeditating  a  descent  on  this 
post ;  and  as  I  cannot  rely  on  a  private  Contract,  which  may  or  may 
not  be  made,  as  shall  best  suit  the  Contracton,  and  it  is  at  most 
inanfficient;  Thb  and  the  other  circumstances  I  have  mentioned^ 
have  induced  me  to  send  M'  Duncan^  (Colo*  Blaine's  Deputy)  to 
apply  for  money  to  purchase  &  lay  in  provisions  for  the  Troops  that 
are  or  may  be  under  my  Command,  if  possible,  before  Spring,  so  that, 
if  I  should  be  unfortunate  enough  not  to  be  sufficiently  reinforced  to 
enable  me  to  pursue  some  hostile  measures  against  the  Enemy,  I  may 
not  be  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  shamefully  abandoning 
posts  of  the  first  consequence  committed  to  my  care,  and  suffering 
the  already  much  distressed  Inhabitants  to  be  slaughtered  by  the 
merciless  Savages  &  their  abetton. 

The  Soldien  sre  almost  naked,  and  will  not  have  a  rag  to  cover 
their  nakedness  by  the  first  of  March.     I  conceive  it  will  be  very 
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diffionlt  for  ibB  to  quiet  them  mnoh  longer.  H  if  tne  they  hm  hal 
a  pretty  competent  share  of  olothiDg;  Bat  as  the  serenl  Bud 
Departments  here  hare  been  and  still  are  destitvte  of  meoej  Is  kin 
a  single  Artificer,  Laboorery  or  Fatiffaeman  in  the  Comity,  aai  soa- 
seqnen  tly  Soldiers  have  been  constantly  employed  by  them,  they  Mses* 
sarily  wear  out  their  Clothing  in  half  the  time  they  would  in  eonaoi 
Service.^  As  to  my  own  Reg*,  not  a  single  Hunting  Shirt  or  i 
blanket  worth  a  shilling  has  been  furnished  itsinoe  I  left  Lanssilv. 

As  M'  Dancan  will  probably  have  to  make  his  paxehaaBS  of  Cattle 
in  Virginia,  I  hope  the  Hon'ble  Congress  will  prevent  the  oompnboiy 
Law  I  hate  mentioned  from  taking  them  out  of  his  Hands. 

Could  a  quantity  of  Indian  O^ds  ft  trinkets  be  proenrsd,  sad 
sent  under  the  denomination  of  &  with  the  Soldiers'  ulothing  isih 
in  the  Spring,  there  would  be  little  Danger  of  thmr  sa£i  airivaL 
And  they  would  answer  a  most  valuable  purpose^  without  any  eoa- 
siderable  expence  to  the  States,  as  the  profits  of  those  which  nighft 
be  bartered  for  furr  &  peltry  would  nearly  defray  the  Szpesee  of 
presents  or  rewards  made  to  such  Indians  as  might  be  letaiasd  is 
service,  and  without  these,  it  can  scarcely  be  expected  that  any  of 
them  will  remain  in  our  Interest 

The  whole  of  my  Force  is  reduced  to  about  300  Bank  k  file^  assy 
of  which  are  unfit  for  the  Service,  And  it  is  probable  that  the  d^ 
Virg*  Reg*  and  Capt*  Heth's  Company,  altho'  chiefly  composed  if 
Pensilvasians  will  be  ordered  to  join  the  Yirg^  Line,  and  that  the 
Maryland  Corps  will  likewise  be  ordered  to  join  that  line.  Thm 
none  but  my  Reg*,  reduced  to  about  100  rank  &file,  &  CaptP  Crei^i 
artillery  about  20  men,  will  be  left  to  Gkurrison  these  posts.  Un&r 
these  circumstances,  should  no  reinforcement  arrive  early  in  the 
Spring,  nor  provisions  be  made  for  the  Troops,  and  these  Oaniaoai 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  Enemy,  after  all  the  just  &  faithftil  rtpre- 
sentations  I  have  made  to  my  Soperiors  of  the  want  of  Foroe  snd 
provisions,  to  enable  me  to  punish  the  Enemy  and  render  my  Country 
that  Service  which  was  expected ;  I  trust  I  shall  siand  acquitted  oif 
every  imputation  of  the  want  of  Vigilance,  of  inattention  &  neglset, 
before  God  &  man. 

I  have  never  been  furnished  with  goods  of  any  kind,  nor  a  pemy 
of  money  to  enable  me  to  transact  Busihess  with  the  Indians;  neither 
has  any  person  been  appointed  to  take  the  trouble  of  them  off  ny 
Hands.  And  yet,  if  I  can  serve  my  Countryy  I  shall  be  happy; 
but  it  is  necessary  I  should  be  supported,  and  a  little  hard  money 
to  give  rewards  to  partisans  will  be  highly  expedient. 

The  Indian  Captains  appointed  by  the  British  Commandant  at 
Detroit,  are  clothed  in  the  most  elegant  manner,  and  have  maoy 
valuable  presents  made  them.  The  (>ptains  I  have  CommissioDed 
by  authority  of  Congress  are  naked,  and  receive  nothing  but  a  little 
Whiskey,  for  which  they  are  reviled  fay  the  Indians  in  gennral;  So 
that,  unless  a  change  of  System  is  introduced,  I  must  expect  lo  see 
all  Indians  in  favor  of  Bt\Wvu,\u  ^\Va  ^1  ^nevf  address  in  ny  power. 
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I  fear  I  have  trespassed  upon  your  patience,  but  you'll  please  to 
exeuse  me.  I  have  uever  kept  a  thing  Secret  from  you  which  you 
ought  to  know,  or  were  interested  in.  Your  patriotism  &  Candour, 
aa  well  af  your  Station,  command  my  most  perfect  respect  &  warmest 
wuhes,  whilst  I  have  the  Honor  to  he^  with  the  utmost  sineerityi 
l>ear  Sir,  your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 

FMseript 

If  I  can  obtain  leave  from  his  Exoell'cy  the  eommander  in  chief  for 
a  few  weeks'  absence,  I  promise  myself  the  Honor  of  waiting  upon 
yma  early  in  next  March.  I  do  not  mean  by  this  proposed  leave  to 
serve  myself  but  the  public,  by  making  my  ideas  of  military  opera- 
fioDs  in  this  Country  better  understood  by  Conversation,  than  I  am 
able  to  do  by  writing. 

I  have  wrote  to  Gov  Jefferson  respecting  his  Instructions  to  his 
Gomm'y,  and  assured  him  that  I  should  not  consider  myself  at  liberty 
to  suffer  the  transportation  of  Provisions  out  of  this  District,  untill 
I  received  instructions  from  the  proper  authority. 
'  If  Goods  or  Specie  could  be  furnished  to  pay  the  Moravian  Indians 
for  Cattle  &  Swine,  a  very  considerable  quantity  oould  be  procured 
ftom  tbeoce,  at  a  reasonable  rate,  which  will  otherwise  be  drove  to 
the  Enemy  at  Detroit.  The  Bearer,  too^  is  a  proper  person  to  be 
entniited. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Rbpresbntatives,  1781. 

Philada.  Jany.  28^  1781. 
Gent. 

The  unhappy  discontent  which  has  appeared  in  the  Pennsylvania 
line  and  the  critical  situation  of  public  affairs  render  it  of  great 
importance,  that  the  General  Assembly  should  be  punctual  in  their 
meeting  according  to  adjournment.  The  members  of  your  county 
are  therefore  earnestly  requested  to  attend  accordingly. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Your  most  obedt  Servant, 

J.  REED,  Prest. 

To  Isaac  Meason,  Samuel  Sloan  &  David  Semple  Esq.  Repre- 
■entatives  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland. 

Note.  A  similar  letter  to  John  Burd  Esqr.  to  be  communicated 
to  his  colleague  J.  Powell,  Esq. 
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Col.  Thomas  Pboctqb  to  Prbs.  Reed,  178L 

Philada.  Jannaiy  23d^l78L 
Oenilemeiii 

As  many  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Matroas's  belonffiiigtodis 
Artillery  of  this  Commonwealth,  haye  unjustly  availd  &eiiiselvci 
through  a  Proclamation  of  His  Excellency  the  GoTeraor ;  derind 
to  quell  the  insurrection  among  the  Troops  of  the  Pennsylfaaia 
Line*-Have  taken  an  Oath  they  were  entered  but  for  three  jeui^ 
or  during  the  War ;  and  are  thereby  discharged  the  Benriee. 

By  the  tenor  of  the  aforesaid  Proclamation  a  Field  o&oa  froa 
each  Regiment  was  directed  to  attend  a  committee  of  your  Honour- 
able House  at  Trenton  with  the  Enlistments  of  the  Soldiers  in  oider 
that  justice  might  be  done  to  the  complainants,  My  Men  knowisg 
the  Tenor  of  their  enlistments  being  for  the  war  forcibly  pre?ented 
my  producing  them.  And  whereas  the  major  part  of  tl^  B^guDent 
is  now  present  in  the  city,  consisting  mostly  of  these  men  who  m 
too  honourable  to  declare  off;  giTcs  me  an  opportuiiitj  of  domg 
essential  service  to  the  State,  by  producing  their  enlirtmanti  whin 
cannot  admit  of  an  equivocation. 

My  wish  is  therefore  in  order  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  then 
Men  for  future  complaints,  and  to  show  with  what  justioe  their 
services,  are  demanded ;  that  two  Gentlemen  be.appointed  by  youM 
judges  while  the  matter  is  investigated  between  those  Men  and  tbs 
State.  To  delay  this  matter  much  longer  will  be  attended  with  bid 
consequences,  as  many  men  of  my  I^giment  as  well  as  of  othen 
have  entered  themselves  on  Board  of  VcMels  in  this  Harbour  and  ii 
hourly  expected  to  sail  if  not  prevented  by  an  order  from  your 
Honorable  House.  I  wait  your  further  orders  and  directionS|  and 
am  Honoured  Sirs  with  due  ^regard. 

Your  most  obedient. 

Humble  Scryt. 

THO.  PHOCTOR, 
Coi  P.  Artilerey. 

Directedf 
The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  commoB 

wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gen.  James  Pottee  to  Prbs.  Beed,  1781. 

Trents,  Januy.  24th,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  have  settled  with  eight  of  the  Begt.  Including  Precten 
Artilerey — when  they  sre  So^r  they  are  much  Better  natured  than 
they  were — we  have  had  a  Rangale  once  a  day  untill  yesterday,^ 
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we  BeUined  more  men  yesterday  out  of  the  Seventh  and  much 
better  Tempered  than  thay  formerly  were. 

General  Wayne  Informed  ub  last  evining  that  Major  Barns  had 
seen  iwo  Saijante  of  the  Jarsey  line  who  enformed  him  that  ahout 
400  men  of  that  line  had  marched  ofif  from  Princeton  to  Morristown 
and  Secored  our  two  pieces  of  Cannon  that  were  left  and  taken  off 
Id  Chatham  and  were  following  the  worthey  Example  of  the  pen- 
q^lvania  line. 

I  hope  in  about  eight  days  we  shall  have  the  plesure  of  seeing 
joa  in  the  City. 

I  am  your  Excellency, 

Humble  Servant, 

JAS.  POTTER. 
.    P.  S.  I  do  not  BeloTe  the  Report  of  the  Jarsey  line. 
JHreetedy 
His  Excellenoy  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.  Philadelphia. 


PsES.  Rbed  to  Delegates  m  Congress,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Non  Payment  of  the  Interest  due  to  Persons  who  have  put 
UmIt  HConey  into  the  Loan  Office  of  this  State  occasions  just  &  eeneral 
Uneasiness,  &  unless  some  Redress  is  given  must  soon  be  productive 
of  very  disagreeable  Consequences.  There  is  at  present  a  vigorous 
Collection  of  publick  Taxes  in  this  State,  &  many  who  have  accom-> 
modatod  the  publick  with  their  Money  at  the  Request  of  Congress^ 
have  had  their  Qoods  seized  &  distrained  while  the  Interest  of  their 
Oectificates  is  unpaid. — ^We  should  be  glad  to  confer  with  you  oo 
important  Subject  to  morrow  at  11  "Clock,  &  am 

Gentlemen  with  Respect  &  Regard, 

your  Obcd.  Hbbl.  Serv., 


J.  R. 


Indonedj 
January  24th,  1781. 


SSORBTARY  MaTLACK  TO  DaYID  DeSHLER,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Jan^  24, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  to  Cot  Morgan,  mentioning  the  application  of  CoP 
Butler  to  you  for  provisions  for  the  Garrison  under  his  Command 
ftt  Wyoming,  has  been  laid  before  the  Council.  Orders  on  the  sub- 
ject have  been  given  to  Col^  Morgan,  which,  no  doubt,  he  has  trans- 
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Bitted  to  yo«.  I  am  ordered  by  the  Preaidenl  ft  Coandl  to  i/tasn 
that  you  will  send  to  the  Pteeident  the  Original  letter  writtca  U 
you  by  GoP  Batler. 

I  moat  request  you  will  not  delay  to  do  this  a  moment  beyimd  tk 
irat  safe  opportunity,  as  that  letter  ia  now  wanted  here.  It  will  W 
poper  for  you  to  keep  an  exaet  eopy  of  it  in  your  hands  lest  Ik 
original  should  misearry. 

I  am  with  great  respect^ 

your  most  ob*  servanti 

T.  M. 
Sec'j.* 
Directedf 

To  David  Deshler,  Commisaioner  of  pnrohaaea  for  the  eontj  of 

Northampton. 


Joseph  Dean  to  V.  P.  Moorb,  1781. 

Continental  Ferry,  Jan'y  24%  1781. 

Sir, 

I  atiy'd  here  this  momtng  after  a  Tety  disagreeaUe  ride^  iW 
ezoeeding  bad  Roads.  Oel.  Farmer  will  want  at  leaat  1000  jds.  S 
or  I  Cloth,  6  large  bolts  Oanaburgs,  800  Shirts,  800  pair  Shoe%  ISA 
doz.  small  Buttons,  100  dos.  large  ditto^  k  0*  thread,  if  theae  Aitkki 
are  not  on  the  Road  now,  we  shall  be  entirely  out  fk  all  Cloatldi^to 
morrow,  and  Fm  afraid  the  Soldiers  will  begin  to  be  very  tronfaleBQBMy 
you  will  therefore  please  to  Consider  our  Critind  situation  ai  tktt 
place.  Its  with  great  eonoem  I  have  to  inform  yon  of  the  lefolt 
of  the  Jersey  Line,  they  are  posted  near  Chatham  with  two  pieeai 
Artilery  in  a  very  advantageous  Situation  to  defend  themselves,  the 
Bearer  can  inform  you  more  of  this  than  I  can  possibly  write  yoo. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  very  humb.  Serv., 

JOS,  DEAN. 

Directed, 

Honble  William  Moore,  Esq',  Yiee  President  State  PtnosT*, 
Philad-. 

*  See  page  702,  &CoI.  Rec  ,  VoL  XII.,  p.  696. 
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Thomas  Scott  to  F&es.  Bbid,  1781. 

WeBtmorelandy  January  24th^  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  liave  often  done  myself  the  pleasnr  of  writing  to  you  since  I  left 
Philadelphia^  and  have  given  yon  account  of  the  soyeral  different 
i^pearances  which  the  affairs  of  this  Country  have  from  time  to  time 
made  since  that  date ;  but  know  not  if  any  were  so  fortunate  as  to 
reach  your  hand. 

I  have  been  big  with  expectation  of  the  line  between  us  and  Vir- 
ginia being  shortly  run,  and  that  dispute  finally  settled ;  but  begin 
to  think  I  shall  be  disappointed.  A  member  of  the  Virginia  assem- 
Uyi  who  lately  arrived  here  from  Richmond|  assures  me  that  that 
Government  knows  nothing  of  our  agreement  with  their  conditions, 
but  what  they  get  from  the  public  Newspapers :  and  moreover 
shewed  me  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  last  October,  which 
appears  to  Intimate  what  congress  designs  to  do  with  the  Land  that 
may  be  ceded  to  the  united  states,  pursuant  to  a  recommendation  of 
the  6th  of  September.  From  which,  and  for  as  much  as  they  had 
no  official  intiligence  of  pennsylvanias  agreement  with  them,  he 
argues  that  it  is  not  to  be  expected,  and  further  that  if  it  should  be 
offered  it  must  not  be  suffered,  because  if  the  unappropriated  parts 
of  the  country  are  relinquished  to  Congress,  we  must  go  with  it,  or 
Elce  we  shall  remain  a  people  dependant  on  Pennsylvania,  Remote- 
in  situation,  different  in  Interests,  few  in  number,  and  forever  pre« 
Tented  of  future  groatb,  and  conciquently  Governed  by  Laws  (as 
cood  as  wholly)  made  by  those  whose  Interest  is  totally  different 
from  ours. 

This  sir  is  said  to  be  Nervous  reasoning,  and  has  not  failed  of 
making  its  impression  on  the  minds  of  many,  in  so  much  that  I 
think  the  states  of  Penn%  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  and  Congress  too, 
will  shortly  see  Memorials  on  the  subject.  For  my  own  part  I  want 
Information,  and  for  that  end  beg  your  Excdlenoies  answer  to  the 
following  queries^  with  such  other  Information  as  you  may  pleas  to 
CiTOur  me  with.  1st,  dos  Congress  Expect  any  land  off  Pennsylva- 
nia t  2d,  do  they  mean  by  the  promised  reimbursements  to  pay  a 
just  proportion  of  the  sum  due  the  proprietary  family  as  well  as 
other  expence  7  8d,  will  the  state  come  into  the  measur  ?  4th,  will 
penn*  let  all  the  settlements  on  the  Western  waters  go  with  or  be 
part  of  what  they  will  relinquish?  If  the  two  first  are  in  the  affirma- 
tive,  and  the  whole  plan  ealculated,  as  it  appears  to  be,  to  bring  the 
states  into  a  firmer  bond  of  union  than  they  at  present  are,  I  can 
Intertain  but  LUtell  doubt  of  the  third.  And  if  the  fourth  is  in  the 
affirmative  also,  I  believe  it  will  meet  but  very  few  objections  on 
this  side  the  mountains ;  but  should  the  unsetled  part  of  pennsyl- 
vanias  claim  Bo  relinquished,  and  the  settclments  Retained;  the 
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people  woald  Certainly  think  themselTes  Intolerably  tgrieved.  Givt 
up  all  and  let  us  ti^e  our  chance,  or  keep  all  and  let  us  grow  to  be 
a  considerahle  part  of  you,  ia  the  cry  of  many.  Others  say  let  u 
by  mere  dint  of  oposition  force  those  states  to  relinquish  us  to  eon- 
gress  (on  the  present  recommendation)  whose  procrastinated  4|aaml 
about  our  country  hath  hung  us,  our  wives.  Children  and  livuig  vp 
an  easy  pray  to  the  savages  these  so  many  years^  the  aeitleiMDt 
whereof  hath  in  so  many  instances  been  totally  neglected,  and  at 
best  considered  as  a  mere  by  busness,  which  will  ai  ime  atfoltt  le- 
ooncile  all  our  Teritorial  differences,  and  Inable  ua  to  exert  oar 
united  strength  against  our  common  enemy.  A  third  class  seen  to 
wait  the  success  of  a  memorial  which  was  drawn  up  ai  this  Jaamy 
Term  and  signed  by  a  few  of  those  present  at  court,  req>eetbg  the 
price  of  our  land,  and  will  be  carryed  down  by  Mr.  Meason,  one  of 
our  representatives,  and  should  that  Memorial  be  unsnccessfun,  I  do 
not  think  there  b  many,  perhaps  not  ten  men  'on  this  ade  the 
mountains,  that  would  not  lift  arms  against  the  state.  This  is  tiie 
present  situation  of  this  country,  all  in  confusion  and  destnotioii, 
helpless  for  want  of  Government,  and  exposed  to  the  dayly  LuodeB 
of  the  savage  trihes. 

Altho  the  jurisdiction  of  Virginia  still  retains  sufficient  slieDgtk 
to  distress  an  Individual,  on  behalf  of  a  favourate,  yet  it  is  to  6r 
shaken  that  it  is  totally  unable  to  command  the  servioea  of  its  nb- 
jccts  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  Pens*  i> 
not  yet  extended  amongst  them,  nor  can  it  be  as  matters  now  stand. 
The  subjects  of  Pennsylvania  Revolt  at4he  Idea  of  being  sobjeeted 
to  double  and  Threefold  duty,  whilst  their  next  noghbmir,  on  the 
right  hand  and  on  the  left,  are  not  compellable  to  do  any  thiag,  and 
a  few  weeks  will  bring  that  season  of  the  year  when  we  may  expeot 
the  Indians  amongst  us.  Oor  condition  is  realy  deplorable,  for 
Oods  sake,  dear  sir  Interest  yourself  in  having  some  thing  done  that 
may  put  an  end  to  the  present  destractions  of  this  country. 

No  doubt  council  have  some  good  reason  for  not  oommunieatingthe 
late  agreement  with  Virgi"*  proposals  to  that  Government  before  now 
(if  it  is  true  that  they  have  not)  if  it  is  that  all  is  to  be  relinqmsbed 
to  the  Continent,  as  is  portended,  and  by  which  ocation  of  new'eoo- 
fusion  has  been  found,  I  wish  to  god  it  was  done.  If  any  thing  Elee 
I  wish  how  soon  it  could  be  removed  and  the  country  anured  of 
what  they  are  to  expect.  And  in  the  mene  time  I  Judgp  it  lalher 
Imprudent  for  me  (after  all  thats  passed)  to  Intermeddfe  mu^  in 
the  politics  of  this  country;  but  wishes  sincerely  that  the  slate  may 
Eather  hold  all  its  claims  on  the  Western  waters,  or  give  all  up, 
that  this  country  which  appears  so  naturally  oonneoted,  may  not 
suffer  any  political  division  that  can  be  avoided. 

Two  or  three  other  questions  of  high  consequence  to  this  connfy 
occurs  to  me,  which  I  beg  your  answer  to.  first  is  Whether  one, 
two  or  more  justices  inquiring  of  a  forcible  entry  and  detainer  by  a 
jury  of  twenty  four,  under  the  statutes  be  a  Legal  proceeding  la 
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PennsylyaDia^  and  if  it  is  whether  the  Inqtiisition  so  fonnd  may  be 
set  aside  by  motion  in  the  sessioDS^  and  writ  of  restitution  awaided^ 
and  whether  any  apeal  Lies  to  the  sessions  in  such  case,  if  not,  what 
is  the  proper  mode  for  the  party  agrieved  by  such  motion  and  writ 
thereon  awarded,  to  Obtain  redress.  Lastly  whether  possessions  of 
Land  eained  by  judgments  on  default  in  the  Virginia  courts,  ^cvin 
altho  the  party  against  whom  the  judg^  is,  may  for  some  time  naTe 
acknowledged  himself  a  subject  of  their  usurpation,  rather  than  run 
the  risque  of  refusing  it)  are  to  be  held  by  such  Judgment,  till  the 
title  is  tryedy  or  may  they  be  conceded  and  proceeded  m  as  foroeable 
entrys. 

These  questions  exactly  state  the  case  of  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr. 
Joseph  Jones,  who  is  a  great  sufferer  at  present  by  that  artch  apostite 
Dorsey  penticost,  who  hath  been  the  Tery  person,  who  invegled 
and  fritned  hundreds  into  subjection  to  that  usurpation,  and  this  m' 
Jones  amongst  the  rest,  for  a  while,  altho  he  had  come  to  dare  to 
deny  their  Jurisdiotion  before  the  Judgment  was  had  against  himi 
and  yet  this  same  penticost,  the  second;  and  next  to  Conely,  in  all 
the  mischiefs  that  hath  befalen  this  country,  has  adress  enough,  and 
influanoe  enoueh,  on,  some  of  our  weak  headed  Magastrates  to  make 
them  believe  that  all  those  who  ever  acknowledged  the  jurisdiction 
of  Virginia  are  bound  by  the  determination,  altho  they  may  have 
denyed  it  before  the  matter  was  determined,  and  that  the  late 
agreement  between  the  two  states  secures  all  this  &c.  and  his  moneyi 
and  smileS;  procures  some  of  our  little  petty foging  Lawyers  to  preach 
the  same  doctrin,  &c.,  Ac.,  ^n  all  which  and  for  the  sake  of  justice  I 
beg  you  will  set  the  said  Mr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  Hoofnagle,  who  will 
be  with  him,  on  the  right  tract  in  this  case,  and  favour  me  with 
your  Explieite  answer  to  these  queries,  for  the  futer  benefit  of  this 
eounty.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect,  your 
Excellencies  most  obedient  and  very  humb.  servant, 

THOMAS  SCOTT^ 


Prss.  Beed  to  Samuel  Lyon,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Rendezvous  of  the  4*»  Regiment  of  Infantry  of  this  State  is 
appointed  at  Oarlisle  &  as  Meat  will  be  necessary  as  well  as  Flour 
for  their  Support  you  will  extend  your  Purchases  to  that  Article— 
We  know  not  what  to  say  as  to  Money  the  Treasury  being  kept  in 
■0  exhausted  a  State  all  the  Counties  being  deficient  &  I  am  sorry 
to  say  Cumberland  County  in  a  particular  Manner.  Pray  exert 
•yourself  with  the  Gentlemen  of  the  County  to  collect  the  Taxes  & 
then  we  shall  be  able  to  do  something  satisfactory  in  the  Way  of 
Payment  to  those  who  furnish  Supplies.    The  late  Mutiny  in  the 
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PennsylTania  Line  may  be  maoh  aseribed  to  the  Deficiency  of  Tun 
by  which  the  troops  have  been  unpaidi  unfed  &  onoloftth'd. 

lamSiTi 

Tour  Obed.  HbUe  Serr , 

JOS.  REED, 

Preddent 

Jndor$ed, 

January  26*^,  1781.    To  Samuel  Lyon  Gomm'  of  Purchues  in 
Cumberland  County. 


Prbs.  Rbed  to  Capn.  Mitchell,  1781. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  great  Satisfution  we  have  heard  that  agreeable  tot 
Resolution  of  Congress  Gen*  Washington  has  appointed  you  to  tin 
Command  of  the  Garrison  at  Wyoming.  As  a  disputed  Territoij 
between  two  States  we  have  no  doubt  you  will  observe  an  impartiil 
&  disinterested  Attention  to  your  Trust  &  rectify  the  Abuses  which 
have  long  prevailed  at  that  Place  while  under  an  interested  Coo- 
mander.  These  were  principally  encouraging  SetUera  of  all  Chsrao- 
lers  &  Denominations  to  occupy  the  disputed  Lands  oontraiy  to  the 
Letter  &  Spirit  of  the  enclosed  Resolution  of  Congreaa — ^And  seoondly 
distributing  Supplies  ostensibly  for  the  Garrison  to  ouch  Settlen 
under  the  Denomination  of  Officers  &  Soldiers.  You  i,  your  Peopli 
will  doubtless  be  tempted  by  Offers  of  Land  &  other  Artifioes  tt 
engage  you  in  their  Interests  &  favour  their  Views  which  are  to 
strengthen  themselves  in  Number  and  Poesession  so  as  when  Ooeanoa 
serves  to  substitnte  Force  instead  of  Right-«-Henoe  our  Overture! 
to  submit  the  Dispute  to  the  Decision  of  Congress  ai^reeable  to  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  which  both  States  have  acceded  to,  hare 
been  declined  without  assigning  even  a  plausible  Reason.  Thej 
have  hitherto  had  sufficient  Address  to  support  those  Interested  at 
the  Expcnce  of  the  United  States  but  the  Eyes  of  the  Representatives 
are  at  length  opened  A  1^  to  this  Change  of  Command  in  which  we 
have  great  Confidence  that  you  will  not  only  keep  yourself  disengaged 
from  any  interested  Connections  with  those  People  but  as  £tf  as  pos* 
sible  preserve  your  Men  from  becoming  Parties  in  a  Dispute  winch 
can  never  be  brought  to  a  fair  &  just  Discussion  without  destroying 
the  absurd  and  disingenuous  Claims  of  Connecticut.  Sensible  of  the 
/  buses  practised  at  the  Post  we  refused  to  permit  Supplies  to  psai 
untill  they  were  rectified  but  as  we  are  now  folly  satisfied  with  the 
Arraugement  made  I  enclose  you  a  Letter  to  Col.  Hunter  lieutenaat 
of  North uraberlsnd  &  to  our  Commissioner  there  directing  then  li 
forward  all  necessary  Supplies  to  that  Post  as  heretofore.  You  wOi 
send  us  down  Returns  of  your  Strength  from  Tiibo  to  liaothi^ 
suitable  &  sufficient  Supplies  may  be  procured.     And  we  hope  yoa 
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will  exert  Tonnelf  with  respeot  to  the  enclosed  Reeolation  of 
Congress  which  has  hithorto  heen  little  regarded,  hj  making  dne 
Inquiry  of  all  new  Settlers  &  using  jour  Authority  when  they  oomo 
contrary  to  this  Resolution. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  occasionally  &  wishing  you 
an  agreeable  &  honourable  Command; 

I  remain  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
Imdor$edf 

January  26*%  1781.    To  CapUin  Mitchell  Comm«  at  Wyombg. 


P&ES.  Used  to  Col.  Sam.  Huntsb,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Hon.  Continental  Congress  having  lately  on  our  Representa- 
tions passed  a  Resolve  directing  Gen.  Washington  to  garrison  tho 
Post  at  Wyoming  with  Troops  of  a  State  indifferent  to  the  Dispute 
subsisting  between  this  State  &  Connecticut  &  his  ExccU'  having 
agreeable  thereto  ordered  a  Detachment  of  the  Jersey  Line  under 
(htpt.  Mitchell  to  occupy  that  Post  we  now  think  it  our  Duty  to 
revoke  the  order  formerly  given  you  to  stay  the  passing  Provisions  & 
Supplies  from  this  State  and  request  yon  to  give  Capt.  Mitchel  who 
is  a  Gentleman  of  fair  Character  &  a  good  Officer  all  the  Assistance 
&  Civility  in  your  Power.  As  wo  arc  informed  that  there  are  Quan- 
tities of  Provisions  in  that  Country,  we  request  you  to  consult  Capt. 
Blitchel  on  the  Appointment  of  some  Person  to  act  as  Purchaser  at 
Wyoming  and  it^i  Vicinity  on  Behalf  of  the  State.  As  he  is  to  act 
under  the  State  it  is  needless  to  add  that  he  must  be  a  Person  well 
affeoted  to  its  interests  as  weU  as  Trustworthy  in  other  Respects. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Senr. 
Direetedf 
To  Col.  Hunter^  Lieut,  of  Northumberland. 

Indonedf 

Jan'y  26<%  1781.  To  Colonel  Samuel  Hunter,  L*  of  Northum* 
County. 


LiBUT.  Joseph  Hart  to  P&es.  Reed,  1781. 

Jan'^  y  2&^,  1781. 
Sir, 

This  Day  two  Weeks  I  wrote  to  Council  to  know  who,  how  or 

when  the  Volunteers  or  seven  months'  ipcn,  were  to  get  their  pay ; 

but  your  Excellency  being  then  out  of  Town,  the  letter  was  brought 

back  unopened :  and  Just  now  there  is  two  Qomo  who  say  that  they 

Vol.  VIIL— 31 
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came  from  You ;  and  that  jov  told  Uiem  you  had  aent  Orden  lo 
me  to  pay  them.  Theee  oiders  (if  any  aoch)  are  nol  yei  oene  tD 
hand ;  and  I  most  send  the  poor  Fellows  away,  aa  I  have  done  many 
others,  without  their  Money,  or  without  being  able  to  tell  tbea 
when  or  by  whome  they  are  to  be  paid,  and  this,  I  &id,  Crettei 
a  General  uneasiness,  which  must  be  pemioiooB  to  the  reenutiag 
Service.  If  I  am  to  pay  the  Men,  I  wish  I  had  a  few  days  sooDer, 
as  I  have  Just  stated  my  Ace'  with  the  Stato,  and  paid  the  Ballaooe 
to  the  Treasurer. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Breach  in  our  Army,  and  am  afrud  it 
will  give  Spirit  and  Yigoure  to  the  Enemy.  This  is  s*  to  be 
occationed  by  bad  pay  and  other  bad  usage.  Should  be  glad  to  hetr 
the  Particulars  of  this  Mischievous  Business,  and  whether  or  no  tfae 
Storm  last  Monday  night  hath  done  any  Considerable  damage  to  tlie 
Vessels  at  the  Wharfes,  or  X)n  the  Rivers,  as  I  think  it  most  hsra 
done  some.  It  hath  occationed  great  destruction  to  the  Timber  ui 
Fenoes  in  this  Country,  and  one  House  I  saw  unroofed,  but  no  lifsi 
lost.    I  am,  Sir,  with  adl  Possible  respect, 

Your  Excellencies  &  the  Council's 
Most  Obd>  Humble  SerrS 

JOSEPH  HART,  Lieut  B.  C. 
Dirededf 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  and  the  Members  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Stato  of  Pensylvania.        * 


OoL.  Saml.  Miyss  TO  PfiBs.  Besb,  1781. 

Phflad*,  Jan'y  27*,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  applyed  to  by  the  Quarter  Master  of  the  second  Re|f 
of  the  Pennsy*  Line  for  Billets  for  a  Number  of  Non  Commiflaoaed 
Officers  &  soldiers ;  but  as  the  Order  of  the  Hon^**  Council  is  eoi- 
fin'd  to  the  Officers,  I  can't  look  upon  myself  warrented  in  .lNikla| 
private  soldiers  upon  the  Inhabitants  without  a-spedal  Order  for 
that  purpose.  I  expected  to  Qusrter  them  in  the  Barracks,  W 
there's  no  part  unoooupied  fit  to  receive  them. 

Indeed,  1  hope  the  Honorable  Council  will  be  kind  enough  to  put 
this  duty  upon  the  Msgistrates  if  any  soldiers  arc  to  be  billeted  os 
the  Inhabitents,  ss  the  Msgistrates  in  their  respective  wards  ait 
certainly  better  Judges  than  I  can  posaibly  be  of  the  Sitiiatioarf 
the  families  in  their  Neighbourhood. 

I  am  your  Excellencies  most 

Obed'  &  most  Humble  Servant, 

8AM>  MILES,  D.  Q.  M.  Q. 

Dtrecfedf 

Szoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*",  Presid'  of  Pennsylvaniai 
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Pkks.  of  Congress  to  Pkes.  Reed,  1781. 

Phikdelphia,  January  27, 1781. 
Sir, 

SndcNMd  18  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Col.  Blaine,*  Commissary 
Oenenl,  whioh  I  am  directed  to  transmit  to  the  several  States  from 
PtonsylTania  to  the  Eastward. 

By  this  you  will  be  informed  of  the  critical  Situation  of  the  Army 
respecting  Provisions  and  other  Supplies. 

Congress  have  no  other  means  on  which  to  place  their  Dcpendanoe 
at  present,  but  a  Compliance  on  the  Part  of  the  States  in  furnishing 
their  respective  Quotas  agreeable  to  former  requisitions  for  that 
I^irpose. 

It  is  therefore  most  earnestly  requested,  that  they  use  every  pos- 
sible Exertion  in  procuring  the  Provisions  &  Supplies  requested  of 
them  respectively. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  most  humble  Servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON. 

President. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Sbc'y  Matlack  to  Col.  Saml.  Miles,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'y  29'%  1781. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  has  laid  before  the  Council,  your 
letter  of  the  27th  ins^t  The  Council  direct  me  to  inform  you  that, 
oonaistent  with  their  Orders,  there  will  not  be  in  the  city,  at  any 
time,  more  than  150  men ;  and  this  number  they  think  there  cannol 
1m  a  difficulty  in  quartering  in  public  buildings,  without  interfering 
with  private  families;  but  if  a  number  should  happen  to  be  in  the 
City  greater  than  can  be  provided  for  in  that  way,  you  will  please 
to  apply  to  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  authority  to  quarter  them. 

I  have  enclosed  to  you  the  Arrangement  of  the  Pennsylvania  liney 
with  the  recruiting  instructions,  by  which  you  will  see  the  places  to 
.which  they  are  ordered,  and  you  will  proceed  to  give  directions  for 
providing  quarters  for  the  Officers  &  soldiers  accordingly,  as  abova 
;nentioned. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

To  Col»  S.  Miles,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

♦  See  page  705. 
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Hilary  Baker,  Jr.,  to  Seorbtary  Matlack,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  tbe  Act  for  the  gradaal  Abolition  of 
Slavery*  is  to  be  constraed  with  respect  to  Slaves  or  Servants  under 
the  Age  of  28  years,  and  omitted  to  be  entered.  WheUier  they  ire 
to  be  considered  as  immediately  Free,  or  as  Servants,  untill  thej 
attain  the  Age  of  28  years.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  Favour  if  yon  will 
be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  Construction  the  Hon'ble  Council  and 
yourself  put  on  the  Law  in  this  Point,  that  I  may  know  how  to 
make  out  Certificates  properly  in  such  cases. 

The  Bearer  has  two  Children  thus  circumstanced,  i.  e.,  under  tbe 
Age  of  28  years  and  not  entred.  He  is  desirous  to  have  Certificate, 
wherein  I  think  the  Benefit  derived  to  the  Persons  by  the  Lawshoold 
be  clearly  and  precisely  expressed — tb^^reforc;  I  would  wish  to  gQud 
against  Improprieties. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  humble  Servant, 

HILARY  BAKER,  Jan. 
Jan'y  29th,  1781. 
Directed^ 

Hon'ble  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.,  Present. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Commissioners  of  Purchases,  1781. 
Sir,  ^ 

It  is  become  necessary  in  order  to  recruit  the  Line  of  this  State 
now  most  unhappily  deranged,  to  appoint  places  of  Rendezvous  in 
the  several  Counties,  which  we  have  done,  agreeable  to  the  inclosed 
Plan.f    You  will  therefore  exert  yourself  with  all  Expedition  to 
provide  Beef,  Bread  &  Rum  or  Whiskey  &  Forage,  at  the  Jeffov 
Springs  for  the  Accommodation  of  one  Regiment,  we  do  not  ezpeol 
that  more  than  100  Men  will  be  there  at  one  Time,  but  there  will 
aliways  be  sundry  officers,  who  are  to  be  quartered  in  the  neigh- 
boring Houses  by  two  Magistrates,  so  as  to  be  most  convenient  to 
the  Officers  &  least  burthensome  to  the  Inhabitants.    We  recommend 
it  to  you  &  the  neighboring  Gentlemen  to  treat  them  with  the 
Civility  &,  Kindness  dae  to  their  Rank  &  Character,  ft  have  no  donbt 
but,  on  their  Part,  they  will  treat  the  Inhabitants  with  Respeet  ft 
Regard.     You  arc  to  deliver  your  Purchases  to  the  issuing  Conti' 
nental  Commissary,  ft  we  again  require  regular  monthly  Returns  ft 
your  Proceedings,  which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  on  any  Aceonnt 

I  am,  &c. 
Indorsed,  Jan'y  30,  '81. 

*  Passed  Mar.  1,  1780.     See  Reg.  rennsvlrania,  Vol,  IX.,  p.  270-27!. 
Vol.  X.,  p.  827,  and  Vol.  XI.,  p.  168. 

t  Not  found. 
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Dayib  Deshler  to  Sec.  Matlaok,  1781. 

Allentown,  Jtn'y  Slst^  1781. 

toeived  your  Letter  of  tbo  24th  Instant,  and  has  obeyed  the 
!8  of  the  President  &  Connoil  by  Inclosing  Colo.  Butler's  Letter 
instmctionsy  which  I  hope  will  come  safe  to  band.  Capt. 
bell,  who  commands  the  Jersey  Troops  that  is  gone  to  Wyoming 
lieTC  the  Oarrisoni  has  applyed  to  me  for  supplies.  I  can  do 
iii|r  Ull  my  Instructions  oome  from  the  Honorable  President  & 
ieU|  whose  pleasure  I  shall  wait  upon.  I  gave  them  a  little 
ly  to  take  with  them  to  the  Garrison. 

I  am;  Hon'  Sir,  Tour  h'ble  Servt.; 

DAVID  DESHLER. 

cted, 

Public  serrioe. 

rable  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq.^  Seo'y^  Philadelphia. 
kToured  by  Colo.  Brom. 

nedf 

Nid  Feb'y  7, 1 781.    (There  is  no  minute  of  this  date.) 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Maj.  Gen.  St.  Clair,  1781. 

Council  Chamber,  Feb.  1, 1781. 

rar  Communications  this  Morning  in  Behalf  of  the  Captains  & 
Items  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  specifying  '^  a  Demand  of  a 
Iher  Advance  of  Money,  &  in  Case  of  Non-compliance  that  a 
signation  would  take  Place  "  was  of  so  extraordinary  &  inter- 
g  a  Nature  that  we  thought  it  our  Duty  to  communicate  it  to 
Hon.  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  who  will  probably 
fy  their  Sense  thereupon  either  immediately  to  vou  or  through 
For  our  own  Parts  having*  in  the  Advance  already  gone  beyond 
Act  of  Ass^  which  only  requires  Certificates  to  be  given  for 
voiation  &  not  being  authorized  to  furnish  the  Arrearages  of  Pay 
a  Capacity  to  make  any  farther  Advances  we  can  only  lament 
<mr  past  Exertions  have  not  been  more  satisfactory  &  must 
ir  every  Event  endeavour  to  conduct  the  public  Business  to  as 
J  an  Issue  as  Ciroumstanooi  will  admit 

I  am  Sir,  with  much  Esteem 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  S^r.* 

•  See  Cel.  Reo.,  VeL  TOt,  p.  618. 
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Prbs.  Reed  to  Delbqates  ik  Ck)NGBB8S,  1781. 

GentlemeDi 

The  Situation  of  Affairs  with  Reflpect  to  the  Officers  of  Um 
PoDOSjlv.  Line  requiring  our  giving  some  Answer  from  this  Board 
to  the  Requisition  made  yesterday  by  Gen.  St.  Glair  we  have  jiut 
sent  the  inclosed  which  we  think  it  incumbent  on  as  to  oommonieita 
to  the  Hon"  Body  of  which  you  are  Members. 

I  am  with  due  Respect  &  Regard 

Gon^  your  obed.  &  very  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  R. 
Indorsed^ 
Feb.  2,  1781. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

In  fixing  the  Places  of  regimental  Rendezvous  for  the  Pennsjlr. 
Line  we  have  endeavoured  to  consult  the  good  of  the  Serriee,  the 
Convenience  of  Officers  &  Circumstances  of  the  Inhabitants  k  tiie 
Soldiers  are  now  so  well  acquainted  with  them  that  any  Alteration 
will  be  attended  with  bad  Consequences  we  therefore  hope  you 
Hon.  Board  will  give  Directions  conformably.  GoL  Miles's  Letter 
inclosed  will  state  to  you  the  principal  Difficulty  on  this  Subject.* 

I  am  Gent  with  mnch  £steem 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Ser, 

J.  REED. 

Indorsed f 
Feb'y  2,  1781. 


Prbs.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Philadelphia^  February  2, 1781. 
Sir 

By  the  inclosed  Resolve  of  the  1**  Instant  your  Excellent  will 
be  informed  that  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  4^  of  Septembtfi 
1778  allowing  Officers  three  Dolhurs  a  Day  for  Expences  on  Boa- 
ness  not  incidental  to  their  Office  is  repealed  and  to  have  no  Effect 
from  and  after  the  first  Day  of  March  ^ext. 

I  am  desired  by  M'  Seereta^y  Thomson  to  request  your  Exed- 
lency  would  be  so  obliging  as  to  forward  by  the  first  oonvenienl 

*  See  pages  718,  7101 
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OpportuDitj  the  enoloeed  Letter  addressed  to  M'  Mathew  Gowper. 
With  the  highest  Respect 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Exoellenej's  most  obedient 

k  most  humble  Serrant, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Directed f  ^ 

His  Exoellenoj  Qeneral  Washington. 


Sbc'y  Matlaok  to  Maj.  Gest.  Sr.  Clair,  1781. 

PhUadelphia,  Feb'y  3'*,  1781.    : 
Sir, 

I  am  ordered  by  His  Bxeellen<9y  the  President  &  Conneil,  Ui 
enclose  to  you  the  Reaolre  of  Got^presa  of  the  2nd  instant,  whieh 
has  been  transmitted  to  them  in  eonsequenee  of  an  applioation  t^ 
Congress  founded  on  your  representation  in  behalf  of  the  offieew  of 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  on  the  first  instant. 

I  am  with  great  respeot 

your  most  obedient  servant 

T.  M.  Se^. 

Dirededp 
Major  Oen^  S^  GUur. 
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Sir, 

The  board  of  war  having  represented  to  Congress  that  there  are 
more  than  400  prisoners  in  goal  in  this  city  who  have  on  several 
ooeasions  manifested  a  mutinous  disposition ;  and  that  there  are  at 
this  time  several  oircamstanoes  which  would  favour  any  attempts 
which  they  might  make  to  escape,  Congress  have  passed  a  resolution 
of  which  I  enclose  a  certified  copy.  Your  Excellency  &  the  hon^** 
Council  will  see  the  necessity  of  taking  immediate  measures  for  oar- 
rying  it  into  execution  to  prevent  the  evil  consequenoes  that  may 
ensue: 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  exeellenoy^s 

obed.  humble  Serv*, 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Prcsd.* 
Directed^ 

~[b  Bx'y  President  Reed. 

*  See  CoL  Bee.,  ToL  Xn.,  p.  615. 
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Resolution  of  OoNaBBSS,  1781. 

In  Congress,  FeVj  3, 1781. 
Besolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  supreme  execative  of 
the  state  of  Pensjlvania  to  call  out  to  do  duty  in  the  City  of  Pbila- 
del|^ia  for  thirty  days  if  not  sooner  discharsedi  one  hundred  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  militia  properly  officered. 

.  Extract  from  the  minutesi 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Scc'y. 


Col.  L.  Nicola  to  Pees.  Reed,  1781, 

I  rec*  yesterday  afternoon,  two  Letters  from  Col.  Matlack,  oDe 
informing  me  that  your  Excellency  &  Council  desired  Copies*  of  mj 
letters  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the  PensyWania  line,  ft  of  the 
orders  I  gave  Captain  McElhatton  &  Lts.  Bigham  &  Wigton,  when 
I  gftfe  them  money  to  carry  to  Camp.  I  herewith  send  you  copies 
of  all  the  letters  I  wrote  ft  received  relative  to  recruitiog,  these 
would  have  heen  sooner  sent,  agreeable  to  your  former  directions, 
but  that  neither  my  clerk  or  me  could  afford  time  to  transcribe  them, 
ft  the  person  I  first  employed  did  it  so  incorrectly  I  was  obliged  to 
employ  another  to  rccopy  them. 

When  I  committed  recruits  ft  money  to  Lt.  Bigham  ft  Cap.  M^ 
Elhatton,  I  only  gave  them  verbal  instructions  to  deliver  both  to 
Gen^  St.  Clair,  or  officer  commanding  the  PensylvaniA  line,  taking 
their  receipts  for  the  money  specifying  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
given  to  them,  these  are  in  the  hands  of  the  State  Auditors  of  Ac- 
counts. Lt.  Wigton  had  no  charge  but  of  money,  for  which  he  gave 
me  a  receipt,  on  his  return  to  this  city  he  desired  I  would  retarn 
him  his  receipt  ft  he  would  give  me  Gen^  Wayns,  I  thought  this 
reasonable  ft  complied.     The  Gen*  receipt  is 

Rcc*  Dec  22-,  1780,  of  Col.  Lewis  Nicola  by  the  hands  of  U 
Wigton  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  last 
Bounty  to  certain  recruits. 

ANT'  WAYNE. 

10,000  Dol- Underneath. 

N.  B.  The  above  money  was  delivered  to  GenL  Wayne,  Dec' 
6%  but  not  recciled  for  till  the  22*. 

J.  WIGTON. 

Col.  Matlack  second  letter  related  to  applications  made  to  Council 
for  bounty  for  recruits  enlisted  in  camp. 

'Several  officers  ft  men  have  applied  to  me  for  bounties  due,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  to  7  months  men  re-enlisted  in  camp  by  Gen.  Pot- 
ter ft  other  officers,  my  constant  answer  has  beeBj  that  I  was  nnac- 

*  Bee  pp.  CG9--Ge2. 
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qaainted  with  these  trennctions,  had  no  orders  to  pay  the  bonntj 
to  those  men  &  oould  not  dispose  of  the  pabllcJc  moMy  withool 
being  dalj  anthoriied. 
Permit  me  to  assure  joar  Exoellency  that  I  am  with  respect^ 

S'  Your  most  obed.  Servant, 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  CoL  Inr. 
Bamolrs,  4th 
Pebm',  1781. 

J)irmUed, 
To  His  EzeeUeney  Joeepb  Seed,  President  of  the  State. 

Indoned, 

M'  Joseph  Vandyke  is  reeommended  to  bo  Keeper  of  the  State 
-Ooel  IB  Place  of  M^  Jewel  deceased. 


Sbg'y  Matlagk  to  Wil  Baadpokd,  Jr.,  1781. 

Philad-,  Feb'y  5, 1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Gonncil  to 
desirey  that  yon  will  immediately  issne  a  writ  in  the  name  of.  the 
Commonwealth  against  Lieutenant  John  Bigham  of  the  fifth  Penih- 
sjlvania  regiment  and  mark  the  same  eight  thonsaad  Dollars. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Year  most  obedient  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
•Wm.  Bvftdfordj  Jr.,  Esq.,  Att'y  General. 


Sec't  MAtulck  to  Manaosrs  ov  House  of  Emplotxest, 

1781. 

Oentiemen : 

An  Application  has  been  made  by  the  Board  of  War  for  a  part  of 
'4be  honse  of  employment  to  accomodate  siok  prisoners  now  in  the 
new  Goal.  The  Council  direct  mc  to  request  you  will,  if  practicable 
Appropriate  a  part  of  the  house  of  Employment  accordingly — And 
4hat  you  will  please  to  give  them  an  immediate  answer  as  the  Case 
is  urgent  and  as  it  is  highly  important  to  the  Citiiens  to  prevent  the 
danger  of  infections  dueasea  being  spread  thro  the  city. 

FeVy7, 1781, 

Direcied, 

Hanageri  of  the  Honse  of  Employmeni. 

81* 
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Pus..  Bud  10  MAHAaBBS  ov  thb  Hottsb  of  EiiPLoniHT, 

1781. 

Gentlemen : 

The  Board  of  War  have  represented  to  the  GotiDcil  some  Diffienl- 
tiee  arising  in  the  Appropriation  of  a  Part  of  the  Hotue  of  Employ* 
ment  to  the  use  of  the  sick  Prisoners.  The  Bent  required  has  heei 
mentioned  to  Congress  &  is  deemed  mnch  too  great.  As  the  pahlick 
Necessities  admit  of  no  delay  &  official  Application  has  been  mads 
to  uBj  we  would  reoommend  that  jcm  fllioiiM  nomiaald  one  man  to 
meet  a  Person  appointed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  affix  a  ient|  k  if 
^ey  cannot  agree  to  ohnsc  a  third  &  we  have  no  Doabt  yon  will 
adouiesce  in  a  Proposition  which  appears  so  reaaonable — ^The  fieot 
to  DO  fixed  monthly.  For  the  Sake  of  saving  Time  we  request  yoa 
will  communicate  your  Determination  to  the  Board  of  War  k  m 
the  present  Emergency  would  also  wish  for  the  Sake  of  Homanity 
to  the  Prisoners  as  well  as  Safety  to  the  City  that  you  wrould  fuali- 
tate  tbQ  Business  as  much  as  possible. 

I  ain  Gen.| 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv<^ 

JOS.  SEED. 
Jndonedf 

Feb  10, 1781. 


General  Enox  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor, 

13  Febr,  1781. 

Sir, 

This  will  be  delivered  to  your  Excellency  by  Thomas  Inglisb, 
QUO  of  a  company  of  artiUerj  artifioers  raised  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
which  has  been  attached  to  the  Park  of  Artillery  from  the  begining 
of  1777,  to  the  present  time.  They  were  originally  inlisted  to  serre 
three  yean  or  during  the  war.  The  original  inlistmenta  are  m  is§ 
'^ssessiott*  At  the  expiration  of  three  years  the  same  construotioa 
was  put  upon  their  engagements  as  upon  those  of  the  line  in  the 
«ime  predicament.  But  the  afifairs  of  the  line  having  altered  the 
SDonstruotioUi  the  artifioers  presume  they  have  the  same  right  to  be 
•discharged  as  the  soldiers.  His  Excellency  the  Commander  in  Chief 
thinks  it  proper  to  refer  them  to  your  Excellency  for  deciaioa. 
^  It  is  but  bare  justice  to  say  4hat  this  small  corps  of  meui  conns- 
ting  now  of  only  about  twenty,  have  done  essential  service  to  their 
country— 'are  perfect  masters  of  their  business — industnoos,  and  well 
behaved,  not  one  of  their  present  number  having  ever  been,  putiisbed 
or  even  confined.    From  famng  always  been  io  the  field  tbcj  kave. 
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in  common  with  the  other  troops,  labored  under  the  same  hardships 
of  a  want  of  pay,  clothing  and  proyisionsi  and  now,  thaj  saj;  thej 
only  claim  the  same  jastice  as  to  their  discharges. 

As  they  have  always  been  retarned  as  belonging  to  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  it  is  supposed  that  the  state  is  to  make  good  the  depre- 
ciation of  their  pay.  This  is  a  matter  I  hope  your  Excellency  will 
pal  on  its  proper  footing,  as  the  poor  fellows  deserve  highly  of  their 
country.  If  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  should  not  make  good  their 
pay,  the  matter  I  presume  rests  with  the  Board  of  War,  on  behalf 
ot  %\m  continent. 
I  request  the  &vor  of  an  answer  by  the  return  of  the  bearer. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obed*  serv*, 

J.  KNOX 
Directed, 

On  publick  Servioo. 

To  his  Excellency  Joseph  Beed;  Esq',  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  Philadelphia. 

BoAED  OF  Wae  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1781. 

War  Office,  Feb^  14th,  1781. 
Sir, 

We  had  the  Honour  some  time  ago  to  apply  to  Oounoil  for  ihi^ 
Liberty  of  using  that  Part  of  the  western  Wing  of  the  State  House 
formerly  occupied  as  a  Libraryi  for  the  War  Office.  We  were  told 
them  that  it  was  pre-engaged,  &  have  been  endeavouring  to  gel  e 
suitable  Place  for  the  Ofilce  but  have  not  succeeded.  The  Proprie- 
tor of  the  ^House  we  are  now  in,  is  so  importunate  for  it  that  we 
must  deliver  it  up  immediately,  as  we  do  not  chuse  to  hold  his  Pro- 
perty agunst  his  Will,  k  be  subjected  to  disagreeable  Consequen- 
ces. We  are  informed  that  the  Wing  of  the  State  House*  is  appro- 
priated for  the  use  of  Mr.  Secretary  Matlack.  We  shall  be  extremely 
obliged  to  the  Hon'ble  Council  as  well  as  to  those  Gentlemen  for  the 
Permission  to  remove  our  Papers  into  the  apartment  above  mentioned 
&  we  will  deliver  it  up  when  wanted  or  pay  for  an  office  for  the  Sec- 
retary in  some  other  Place  as  shall  be  agreed  on.  We  shall  be  much 
obliged  by  a  speedy  Answer. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect  k  Esteem 

your  very  obed'  Servants, 

BICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order.  .: 
Directed, 

On  Public  Service, 

To  His  Excellency  President  Reed,  in  Council. 

(War  Office.) 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  627. 
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PBBd.   RSSD    TO   BOAED   OF  WaB,   1781. 

In  Gonnoil, 

Philad-,  Febr  li,  1781. 
Gentiemen, 

We  apprehend  the  itate  of  the  City  will  dow  admit  of  the  Betnra 
of  the  anas  sent  down  to  Mud  Island^  and  as  we  are  ahout  disohtrv- 
uiff  oor  Oallj  Oficoa  have  thought  it  prqper  to  aecpaint  700  wm 
this  circtuDBtaDce.  Captain  Boys  will  assbt  Mr.  Hoddeiden  la  tht 
Businiaa. 

I  am  Gentlemen 

leapectf^Uy  your  obedient 

humble  senrant, 

J.  REED, 
President^ 
Directed^ 
To  Hon'ble  Board  of  War. 


.    Pees.  RfliD  xo  Cap.  Bots,  1781. 

Sir, 

As  circumstances  will  admit  the  Return  of  the  AnQS  sent  dowD 
to  Mud  Island  should  Mr  Hoddeson  apply  to  yov  on  that  hiisiiiefls 

{on  will  pleade  to  give  the  necessary  assistance.     If  either  of  the 
fieutenants  are  necessary  to  assist,  you  will  retain  him  and  OnmcS 
will  satisfy  him  for  his  trouble. 

I  am  sir  your  obedient 

and  Tery  humble  aenrant, 

J.  R.  Pjresideni» 
Council  Chamber,  Feb'  14, 1781. 
"Directed^ 
To  Captain  Boys. 
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State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  assembly,  Thursday,  Feb.  15tb, 
1781. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Patten,  Mr.  J.  Burd,  Mr. 
Morgan,  and  Mr.  Lourey,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  on  the  present  State  of  the  Frontiers,  and  prepare 
and  report  to  the  House  a  proper  plan  for  defending  the  same. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERBTT,  dcrtt 

♦  Ses  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  027. 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  081. 
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State  of  Pennsjlyania  In  General  Assembly 

Thurfidaj,  15th  Feb.  1781. 
.  Besolved,  That  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  0.  Miffliiii 
Mr.  J.  Harris,  and  Mr.  Montgomerj,  be  a  Committee  to  eonfer  with 
the  President  and  Coanoil,  and  the  General  officers  of  the  Penn* 
•ylvania  Line,  now  in  Town,  on  the  subject  of  recruiting  the  said 
Line,  to  request  the  Supreme  Bzecutive  Council  to  furnish  the 
House  with  wa  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  and 
report  the  same  to  the  House,  together  with  some  mode  of  satisfying 
the  expectations  of  the  officers  and  SoldierS;  still  remaining  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Line  aforesaid. 

Also  to  make  enquiry  into  ihe  oanses  of  the  late  discontents  that 
prevailed  therein,  and  to  obtain  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
all  necessary  papers  on  this  Subject. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAML.  8TERETT,  Clerk.* 


Pebs.  BlBD  TO  Sak.  BtA,  1761. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  1st  Inst,  has  been  received,  k  considered  together 
with  the  Papers  respecting  that  Business.  The  Council  have  no  Doubt 
of  your  good  Intentions  in  the  whole  matter,  but  it  is  our  o^iaioi^ 
ibat  the  real  Error  eommitted  was  departins  from  the  Law  in  not 
drawing  Lots  at  first  for  the  Rank  of  the  officer  of  the  Bat- 
talion ;  The  Consent  of  the  officers  should  not  in  this  Case  have  over 
ruled  the  Law,  &  if  any  Officers  refused  to  draw  there  is  no  authority 
in  the  Lieutenants  to  draw  for  the  Person  so  revising  but  it  was  sucu 
a  Breach  of  the  act  &  misbehaviour  aa  would  have  been  cognizable  by 
a  Court  Martial  who  would  have  cashiered  them  &  directed  their  Com- 
jKinies  to  make  a  new  Choice  as  the  same  Party  could  not  a^n  be 
elected.  In  the  present  Circumstance  of  the  Case  it  is  our  Direction 
that  the  Officers  meet  &  draw  Lots  agreeable  to  the  Act  &  if  any 
refuse  so  to  do,  the  Method  before  mentioned  be  pursued  tho'  we  hope 
that  the  Gentlemen  will  not  think  themselves  injured  by  following 
the  Laws  of  the  Country.  In  this  View  of  the  Matter  no  farther  steps 
will  be  necessary  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  of  the  10 
Janr.  last. 

I  amSiTi 

Your  obed.  Hbbl.  Ser. 

J.  R. 
Indorsed^ 

Feby.  15tb,  1781. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIT.,  pp.  682,  685. 
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Pbks.  Bebd  to  Wm.  Bbabfobd,  Jb.^  1781. 

Sir, 

Ton  are  desired  by  the  Council  to  take  the  Affidavit  of  Abraham 
KeDDj,  reftpectiDg  the  Language  of  Col.  Prootor  touohbg  the  Cohb- 
eil  k  the  Property  of  Hog  Island. 

I  am  Sir| 

joor  Obed.  Hbble.  Serr.^  . 

JOB.  B8ED. 

LidorseJj 
Feb.  17, 1781. 


Wm.  Henry  to  P&is.  Rxep,  1781. 

Lancaster,  Febmai'  17, 1781. 
Sir, 

By  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  12th  of  March,  1778,  the  Covntj 
Treasurers  are  directed  to  pay  for  Servants  inlisted  into  any  of  Um 
Pennsylvania  Reeiments,  under  which  Act  I  have  paid  £415  10s. 
State  Money  by  Orders  of  the  Justices,  &c.  I  have  refoaed  to  paj 
any  further  Orders  of  the  Justices  on  Account  of  Servants,  as  it  win 
take  more  State  Money  than  we  will  receive  in  the  Taxes — ^Ihave 
paid  by  Orders  of  the  Treasurer  and  to  Mr.  Atlee  £821,484— with 
£200  State  Money  lent  Mr.  Wirtz,  and  have  in  hand  250,000 
Dollars  Continental  and  Pennsylvania  Money  and  Certificates  to  the 
Amount  of  £186,925— which  I  will  send  to  Philadelphia  the  first 
good  Opportunity. 

The  Officers  have  begun  to  inlist  here,  I  believe  they  will  be  sq^ 
cessful,  Each  Class  in  this  Town  has  enlisted  a  Man,  except  Two, 
which  shews  we  are  not  all  Tories.  The  Mode  adopted  by  CouDcil 
of  paying  the  Recruits  their  Bounty  at  three  different  paymenti, 
however  prudent  it  may  be,  I  am  afraid  will  not  answer  as  well  as 
to  pay  the  whole  at  once,  The  Men  are  afraid  they  will  be  kept  oat 
of  their  Money  by  the  Officers. 

I  am  Sir 

your  most  obedient  and 

humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  president  of  the  Slate  of 
Pcnosylvania,  Philadelphia. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVBS  178L  781 

Arch'd  McClean  to  P&bs.  Rebd,  1781. 

York,  Februwry  ITtb,  1781. 
May  it  please  joar  Excellenoyi 

After  Bincerely  oongratalating  Your  Excellency  Oo  Accoant  of 
Our  late  Brilliaot  and  important  Sacceaaes  in  the  Southern  depart- 
ment|  I  hare  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Ezoellency'a 
Letter  and  Orders  of  the  27th  Ultimoi  with  the  Papers  thiwewith 
accompanied. 

Had  they  come  to  Hand  sooner;  we  should  have  been  in  somewhat 
more  of  forwardness  at  this  Place,  but  the  Winds  being  high,  and 
the  River  difficult  for  sundry  days,  the  Gentlemen  were  thereby 
delayed,  so  that  I  did  not  receive  your  Excellency's  Orders  until  tbit 
Fifteenth  Instant 

In  the  mean  Time  we  were  not  altogether  idle,  For  upon  th# 
Arrival  of  the  News  from  the  Southward,  and  which  we  received 
directly  from  Baltimore  at  an  early  Period,  and  seeing  with  Regret^ 
a  great  Number  of  the  discharged  Soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Line,  in,  and  passing  through  the  Town,  A  Number  of  us  met  and 
subscribed  liberally  for  a  ''  feu  do  joy''  and  also  for  a  prudent  Treat 
to  the  returning  Soldiers  and  a  small  Fund  to  be  paid  unto  and  diiih 
tributed  amonffst  those  whom  we  could  engage  farther  into  the 
Service,  which  nad  such  Effect  That  before  the  Officers  arrived  with 
your  Excellency's  Letters,  &c.,  we  bad  upward  of  twenty  re-inlisted 
in  the  Town,  and  which  is  conadenibly  more  than  are  wanted  for 
the  Classes  under  the  late  Law. 

From  the  present  appearances  I  hope  wo  shall  almost  to  a  Man 
regain  the  old  Soldiers,  and  from  which  I  presume  it  needful  that  a 
farther  Supply  of  Inlistments  &o.  be  sent  unto  me  by  the  Bearer^ 
and  your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  I  will  Endeavour  to 
facilitate  the  Execution,  and  conduct  the  Trust  committed  to  me 
with  chearfnlness,  carefulness  and  Rectitude. 

I  have  drawn  the  Sum  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  Order, 
from  the  Treasury,  which  will  very  well  forward  us,  and  if  more 
shall  be  wanted  I  shall  immediately  make  your  Excellency  ao» 
quainted  therewith. 

In  the  mean  Time  I  presume  some  Order  should  be  taken  for  ibp 
supplying  the  Troops  with  fuel  for  their  comfortable  warmth  and 
for  dressing  their  Food,  As  the  Quarter  Master  saith  he  hath  no 
Orders  nor  Money  for  that  Purpose. 

We  have  got  the  Officers  comfortably  and  agreeably  disposed  of, 
some  in  publick  and  some  in  private  houses,  and  in  their  Case,  as 
well  as  the  Soldiery  I  would  presume,  "  That  to  preserve  a  Balance 
<'  amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  the  States  collectively  considered  and  ta 
''  prevent  uneasinesses,"  a  Reasonable  allowance  should  be  made  by 
the  Legislature  to  the  Persons  upon  whom  they  are  Billeted,  as  well 
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on  account  of  fael  if  provided  by  them,  aa  for  House  Room,  Uae  of 
Famitare^  Inoambranoe,  Trtmble,  &c. 

This  I  only  Suggest  to  jonr  Excellency,  &  rest  the  Matter  for 
your  Gonsideratioii. 

What  Success  the  Glasses  through  the  Goenty  have  met  witk 
under  the  Law  for  the  finding  Recruits  I  am  not  yet  informed; — B^i 
as  I  know  that  the  Glasses  are  formed  and  oiade  cot  br  the  Commit- 
sioDen,  I  ha^e  good  Reason  to  beliere  That  tbe  lobabitants  ii 
genera]  will  be  active  and  Zealous,  Yet  am  somewhat  doobtful  tkat 
Uneasinesses  will  arise  from  this  oooasioii^  That  the  Classes  ii 
General  under  the  Law  extend  their  Bounty  to  the  Sam  of  ^ftees 
Pounds,  being  tho  Amount  of  the  fine  of  tbe  delinquent  dtas, 
whereas  the  Sounty  of  tbe  Regimental  Reeroit  is  only  Nine  Pouadu 
But  when  it  is  considered  that  tbe  Re-inlisted  Soldier  in  tbe  Regi- 
aiental  Line  is  by  your  Excellency's  Regnlationi  eDsnied  of  ui 
Arrears  and  depreciation  being  made  good  to  him,  and  which  tkosi 
in  tbe  ClaFses  doth  not  seem  to  be  so  dearly  entitled  to,  the  fonaer 
will  in  the  End  be  more  than  oempensated  for  tbe  Six  Pounds  dii» 
«nee  of  Bounty. 

Before  I  come  to  a  Close  I  would  beg  leave  to  nsention  to  yo« 
Bxcellenoy  a  Matter  which  is  carrying  on  here  mueh  to  the  IVcja- 
dice  and  Interest  of  the  8t4te,  and  whidh  I  eoneeive  it  to  be  my  datf 
to  communicate. 

Which  is  That  Qeorge  Stevenson  hath  lately  laid  Oaim  toupwirl 
of  One  Hundred  Acres  of  what  is  Called  the  Town  Land,  and  whiek 
by  the  Act  investing  the  Estate  of  the  late  Proprietaries  in  the  Co«- 
mon  Wealth  is  now  become  the  property  of  the  State.  Tbomii 
Armor  hath  lately  as  the  Agent  of  George  Steveneon  TAs  I  aa 
orediM^  informed)  laid  out  a  Number  of  Lotts  of  ue  Lud 
•foresaid,  and  that  he  is  agreeing  with  and  persuading  persons  to 
take  them  and  become  tenants  to  Stevenson.  Those  Lota  are  not 
^et  all  inclosed,  though  I  believe  some  are,  but  as  the  Spring  Seasoa 
»  approaching,  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  all  inclosed  and  theieby 
Possession  will  be  gained  against  the  State.  Steveneoo  founds  hn 
Claim  in  Right  of  One  Michael  Danner,  who  is  yet  living  and  netr 
if  not  entirely  of  the  Age  of  Ninety  Years,  but  of  sound  Mind  woi 
Strong  Memory,  and  .to  my  Knowledge  it  is  not  yet  Eight  Tears  sinei 
Danner  conveyed  his  Right  to  Stevenson ; — The  Town  Land  wis 
Surveyed  to  the  late  Proprietaries  upwards  of  Thirty  years  ago  ;— 
And  Danner  disclaims  and  disavows  that  he  ever  intended  tbatRight 
for  the  Town  Land,  but  Stevenson  made  this  Use  of  it. 

I  therefore  Suggest  to  your  Excellency  whether  it  would  lot  he 
expedient  to  have  the  Testimony  of  Mr.  Danner  taken  and  filed  in 
Perpetuam  Rei  Memoriam  Agreeable  to  the  Constitution.  Farther 
I  have  been  informed  and  have  strong  Grounds  to  believe  it  to  be 
trae.  That  Thomas  Armor  still  Continues  his  SpeouUition  with  Old 
Warrants,  and  from  divers  late  Complaints  made  to  me,  Ccmtinoee 
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to  lay  them  on  Unwarranted  Lands  in  the  Posaeasion  of  the  People 
and  for  which  they  compound  with  him. 

In  Respect  to  the  Town  Lands  as  aforesaid  I  forther  refer  joor 
Excellency  to  the  Bearer^  Mr.  Hay,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
Whole  Affair. 

After  Graving  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  my  Freedom  and  pro- 
Uxity, 

I  rest,  may  it  please  yonr  Excellencyi 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

humble  Senrant| 

ARCH*  M  ;CLEAN. 

DirecUdf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Preadent  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylfania. 

^  Favour  of  Col.  John  Hay,  Esquire. 


Bbsolution  of  General  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Saturday,  17  Feb.,  1781. 

Resolved,  That  M'  Culbertson  and  M'  Duncan  be  a  Committee 
to  wait  upon  His  Excellency  The  President  &  Council,  and  obtain 
from  them  an  account  of  all  confiscated  estates,  sold  and  appropria- 
ted or  not,  as  requested  by  a  Resolution  of  the  11'^  of  Dec.  last. 

That  the  letter  from  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  John  Bayard 
and  David  Rittenhouse,  Esq^",  received  on  the  9^  of  Nov.  last^  be 
referred  to  the  above  mentioned  Committee. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk.* 

Resolved,  That  the  Vice  Presid.  k  D.  Gardner  be  a  Committee  to 
meet  M'  Culbertson  &  M'  Duncan  a  Committee  of  the  House  on  th^ 
Message  of  the  17^  Inst,  respect*  the  Confiscated  Estates. 


*  See  CoL  Rco.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  688. 
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Pres.  Rbed  to  Joseph  Dean,  1781. 
Sir, 

There  are  many  Soldiers  applying  to  oa  for  Pay  who  say  ihej 
remained  in  the  Hats  or  were  otherwise  engaged  when  the  others 
were  paid.  We  think  these  Men  who  did  not  serve  in  the  Mutiny 
should  be  particularly  attended  to  so  as  not  to  be  sufferers  by  thdr 
Adherence  to  theiir  duty. — ^But  at  the  same  Time  we  must  guard 
ag*  Imposition  Council  therefore  request  that  you  will  add  this  one 
farther  Instance  to  the  Proofs  you  have  already  given  of  your  Read- 
iness to  serve  the  publicic — by  paying  such  of  them  as  shall  apply 
with  Certificates  from  their  Colonels  of  having  belonged  to  the  Beg* 
iment  &  who  you  shall  find  have  not  already  been  paid  at  Trentoa 
or  elsewhere.  If  you  have  no  Money  an  Order  shiall  be  drawn  tx 
the  Purpose. 

^  I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obcd.  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  R. 

IndovKdj 

February  7%  1781.  To  Joseph  Dean^  Esquire  Auditor  of 
Accounts. 


Besolutions  of  General  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 
In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  Feb.  19, 1781. 

A  Resolution  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  was  read; 
purporting  that  Doctor  Gardner,  Gen*  Potter  and  M'  YanCampen 
were  appointed  a  Committee"*"  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the 
General  Assembly  respecting  a  valuable  Island  in  the  River  Dela- 
ware, commonly  called  Hog  Island,  seized  by  the  Agents  of  Confis* 
cated  estates  as  the  property  of  Joseph  Galloway,  an  attainted 
Traitor,  and  which  Colonel  Proctor  and  others  are  attempting  to 
take  into  their  possession,  and  requesting  the  House  to  appoint  sach 
a  Committee ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  that  M'  Delany,  M'  Gray  and  M'  Galbraith  be  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  ClerL 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  631. 
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PrBS.  BbED    to  AaBNTS  of    GONirXSOATBD    ESTATBSy   1781. 

GentIemeD| 

About  a  month  ago  at  the  Instance  of  the  Assembly  we  called 
upon  joa  for  a  Return  of  the  confiscated  Estates  in  jrour  County 
unsold.  The  Assembly  have  since  repeated  their  Bequest  with  aa 
Addition  calling  for  a  general  Account  of  all  Sales  which  hava^ 
been  made  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  Names  of  the  Purchasen 
&  Prices  sold.  Wo  therefore  request  you  would  immediately  pre- 
pare this  general  Account  &  return  it  to  us  with  all  Expedition. 

We  must  also  direct  you  to  pay  some  Attention  to  Hog  Islands 
A  number  of  persons  in  &  about  tnis  Ctty  have  set  up  some  pretensions 
&  endeavoureid  to  take  forcible  Possession  for  which  they  were 
bound  over  by  this  Board  to  the'  Court.  The  Atty.  Genl.  has  been 
directed  to  attend  to  the  Matter,  but  it  will  be  necessary  for  yoa 
also  to  make  it  an  Object  of  your  Care,  &  for  that  Purpose  lay  the 
Matter  in  Behalf  of  the  State  before  the  Justices  &  Grand  Jury. 
It  is  pretended  that  the  Court  can  have  no  Cognizance  of  it  ror 
want  of  Jurisdiction,  but  this  will  not  prevent  an  Inquiry  as  parties 
will  have  it  in  their  Power  to  bring  that  Question  before  the  Court 
for  a  legal  Discussion  by  pleading  to  the  Jurisdiction.  It  is  not 
the  'Intention  of  this  Board  by  any  Act  of  theirs  to  deprive  anv 
Claimant  of  a  legal  Rieht  but  to  compel  him  tp  a  legal  Inquiry,  & 
we  apprehend  it  would  be  a  dangerous  Precedent  to  the  Interests  & 
Peace  of  the  State  to  permit  any  one  or  more  Pretences  to  take 
violent  Possession  of  any  Property  possessed  by  the  State.  It  is 
presumed  the  State  has  Mr.  Gallowajrs  Title,  which  includes  as  weU 
the  Eight  to  the  Land  as  the  Possession,  &  therefore  it  will  be  your 
Duty  to  attend  to  both.  As  the  Property  is  valuable  &  the  Bur- 
thens of  the  State  very  considerable  we  should  be  wanting  in  Duty 
if  we  did  not  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  its  Interests  &  preserve  them 
as  far  as  Justice  &  Equity  will  warrant. 

I  am  Sir  Your  Obd. 

J.  R. 
Direciedf 

To  the  Agents  for  Confiseated  Estates,  Chester  County. 

Indorsed, 

1781,  February  19th.  To  Thomas  Levis  and  John  Hannum; 
Agents  for  confiscated  estates,  Chester  County. 


786  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVBS  1781. 


Resolution  op  General  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  20  Feb.  1781. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  17th  to  obtain  from  Gonncil  an 
account  of  all  confiscated  estates,  sold  and  appropriated  or  not, 
reported  sundry  papers  which  were  read  and  on  motion  recommitted. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEli  STERETT,  Clerk. 


Pbes.  Bsed  to  Genl.  Dickerson,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  am  just  informed  that  you  have  called  upon  Col.  Bayard  respect- 
ing a  Transaction  at  Trenton  amounting  to  this,  that  you  wrote  a 
Letter  to  Col.  Chas.  Stewart  (then  present)  signifying  ia  Substance 
that  you  would  not  oppose  the  Mutineers  of  Pennsylvania  with  the 
Jersey  Militia  while  they  behaved  well  to  the  Inhabitants.  I  have 
frequently  mentioned  this  Circumstance  among  others  to  show  the 
Improbability  of  engaging  the  Militia  of  that  state  to  assist  in  sup* 
pressing  in  any  other  Case  than  plundering  the  Inhabitants  or  tam- 
ing to  the  Enemy  that  Mutiny  by  Force.  It  appears  quite  unne- 
cessary to  trouble  Col.  Bayard  on  the  subject  as  I  am  ready  to  avow 
the  Conversation  &  give  you  any  satisfaction  which  you  may  think 
necessary  on  the  Occasion. 

I  think  it  only  proper  to  add  that  Genl.  Potter  reported  the 
Transaction  to  me  at  the  Time,  &  has  this  Morning  again  repeated 
it  with  the  addition  that  he  requested  you  to  add  some  Sentiments 
of  Disapprobation  of  the  Mutiny,  &  that  the  Rejection  of  reasonable 
Proposals  might  be  added  to  the  other  Reasons  for  turning  out  the 
Militia  of  New  Jersey. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  serv. ; 

Jndorsedf 

1781,  February  20th.    To  General  Dickerson  of  New  Jersey. 
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Bbsolutions  of  Gokqbess,  1781. 

In  Gongresfl,  Feb'y  20th;  1781. 
Besolvedi 

That  the  Soatheni  Aimy  be  oomposed  of  all  the  restilar  Troopn 
from  Pennsjlyania  to  Georgia  iDclasive  except  Mojlan  8  Dragoons 
and  those  on  Command  on  the  Western  frontiers;  and  that  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to  order  the  Troops  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Line^  except  as  above,  to  join  the  army  in  Vir- 
ginia by  Detachments  as  they  may  be  in  Readiness  to  march. 

That  the  Deputy  Qr.  Master  in  Pennsylvania  be  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  put  th^Wag^ons  belonging  to  the  Pennsylva.  Line  in 
order  for  Service  immediately. 

That  the  several  States  southward  of  Pennsylvania  be  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  fmmish  their  respective  Quotas  of  Supplies  to  the 
Southern  Army  timely  &  regularly. 

That  the  States  afores'  &  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  be  and  they  are 
hereby  required  to  com  pleat  their  respective  Quotas  of  troops  and  for- 
ward them  to  Join  the  Southern  Army  without  Loss  of  time. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

GEO.  BOND,  Dep'y  Sec'y. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Comhittbb  of  Assbmblt,  1781. 

Gentlemen : 

Herewith  we  send  you  the  Papers^  respecting  the  Mutiny  of  the 
Penusylvania  Line.  We  are  very  sensible  it  was  one  of  those  deli- 
cate &  critical  Situations  in  which  no  Course  could  be  taken  which 
would  not  be  subject  to  the  Reflections  of  those  who  reason  from  their 
Wishes  or  Prejudices,  rather  than  the  real  State  of  the  Facts.  The 
Suppression  of  the  Mutiny  by  Force,  was  not  practicable  had  it  been 
expedient  or  decent  to  oppose  Force  to  alledged  Grievances  unknown 
&  unheard ;  &  especially  when  that  Opposition  must  have  ended  in 
ahedding  the  Blood  of  our  Fellow  Subjects.  We  state  as  Facts,  that 
the  Jersey  Militia  were  averse  to  opposing  the  Mutineers,  except  in 
Case  of  plundering  the  Country,  or  going  to  the  Enemy-rthat  there 
was  no  other  Force  to  be  had,  except  from  Pennsylv*^*&  that  the 
Militia  of  this  City  were  disinclined  to  the  Service,  tho'  they  would 
perhaps  have  obeyed  an  Order :  &  even  of  these  the  Artill^  declined 
till  they  had  conferred  with  the  Mutineers.  Genl.  Wayne  &  the 
Officers  at  Princetown,  were  at  that  Time  of  Opinion  against  any 
Attempt  by  Force  under  these  Circumstances.  As  to  the  Proposals, 
every  one  can  form  an  Opinion,  tho'  none  can  form  a  just  one,  who 

*  No  papers  found  herewith. 
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did  not  know  &  feel  the  critical  Situation  in  which  we  were  placed^ 
They  were  shown  to  the  Officers  present,  who  made  no  Objection, 
but  suggested  some  small  Alterations,  which  were  made.  Gen. 
Wayne  did  intend  the  renewal  of  his  Propositions  dated  the  2*  Jan' ; 
but  we  did  not  think  it  prudent  or  politick  to  offer  Proposals  which 
■had  been  rejected,  &  which  were  framed  with  an  intentional  Obscuritj 
as  to  the  Terms  of  Inlistment.  Our  Idea  being,  that  plainness  & 
Simplicity  was  the  best  Line  with  Men  of  their  Cast,  &  perhaps  with 
all  others.  In  the  Judgment  to  be  formed  of  this  Business,  it  is  to 
be  wished  that  it  might  be  taken  into  Contemplation  what  woald 
have  been  the  Consequences  of  an  unsuccessful  Attempt  to  use  Force, 
or  a  Desertion  to  the  Enemy;  and  even  what  Effects  the  spilling  df 
Blood  between  the  Militia  &  the  Continentals  would  have  had  ia 
their  future  Service  together,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  Uio'  Snooess  hid 
attended  it.-  The  best  Judgment  of  such  Transactions  is  generallj 
bad  at  the  Time  before  the  Opinions  of  Men  are  iafluenoed  by  per- 
sonal Motives,  or  Prejudices  of  a  general  or  Special  Nature }  this 
Judgment,  we  apprehend,  was  fully  with  us,  including  that  of  the 
Committee  of  Congress,  who  were  constantly  informed  of  every  Pio- 
ceeding ;  as  we  doubt  not  that  your  Committee^  as  well  as  every 
candid  Man,  will  be  on  a  perfect  Acquaintance  with  the  Subject 

The  Papers  go  no  farther  than  the  Appointment  of  the  Commis- 
sioners— ^The  Confidence  reposed  in  their  Judgment  &  Prudence,  mide 
it  unnecessary  for  the  Committee  of  Congress,  or  of  Council,  farther 
to  interfere.  But  Gen.  Potter  will  give  any  Satisfaction  on  this 
Subject,  that  may  be  requested — ^The  Committee  will  oblige  us  by 
perusing  the  Papers  &  roturniog  them  as  soon  as  convenient. 

Jndorted, 
Feb.  22, 17ai. 


Resolution  of  Gbnbral  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Goneral  Assembly. 

Friday,  23*  Feb.,  1781. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Council  on 
the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  was  read  the  second  time;  and  after 
some  debate,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  aforesaid  be  whollj 
•ubmitted  to  His  Excellency  The  President  in  Council. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

-       SAMUEL  STERBTT,  Clerk.* 

♦  See  CoL  Kec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  638. 
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BoABB  OF  War  to  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1781. 

War  Office,  Peb'y  28, 1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  honoured  with  jonr  Letter  of  this  Day  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Seven  Mouths'  Levies.  These  Soldiers  have  been 
daily  importuning  ns  for  their  Pay,  which  we  had  neither  Funds 
nor  Orders  to  enaole*us  to  give  them.  We,  from  Eiperience,  know 
that  they  are  extremely  clamorous,  &  wish  that  it  were  in  our  Power 
to  satisfy  them,  as  it  is  a  Debt  certainly  due  them  from  the  United 
States.  We  have  been  informed  that  the  Eastern  States  have  settled 
with  thdr  Men  under  like  Circumstances,  k  charged  the  United 
States  with  the  Amount.  To  ratifv  thb  Proceeding,  &  to  enable 
other  States,  if  they  were  so  inclined,  to  do  the  like,  we  reported  to 
Congress  a  Recommendation  to  the  States  who  had  sent  into  the 
Field  Men  under  this  Description,  to  settle  with  them  at  the  Expence 
of  the  United  States.  This  Keport  is  not  yet  passed  upon  by  Con- 
gress. It  is  totally  out  of  our  Power  to  afford  them  any  Belief;  & 
we  can  only  lament  the  Situation  of  the  Matter,  especially  as  it  id  of 
Prejudice  to  the  recruiting  Service ;  yet  these  men  have  less  Reason 
to  complain  than  the  old  Soldiers,  who  are  equally  destitute  of  Pay, 
&  have  not  received  such  recent  Bounties.  Tne  Board  are  not 
informed  of  any  Prospect  of  paying  these  Levies  of  the  old  Soldiers 
speedily.  We  suppose  their  Pay  to  the  first  Day  of  August  last 
ought  to  be  given  them  in  the  old  Money ;  &  after  that  Period,  in 
Bills  of  the  new  Emissions,  as  this  is  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of 
Congress  for  the  Pay  of  the  Army  in  general. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  very  obed.  Servts. 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  order  of  the  Board. 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Resolution  of  Qene&al  Assbmblt,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Saturday,  Feb.  24th,  1781.  * 
Resolved,  that  a  Committee  bo  appointed  to  wait  upon  His 
Excellency  the  President  &  Council  and  obtain  from  them  an  account 
of  all  provisions  purchased  by  this  State  in  consequence  of  an  act 
intitled  <<  an  act  for  procuriDg  a  supply  of  provisions,  &  other 
necessaries  for  the  use  of  the  army  "  passed  the  23d  march  1780^ 
and  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Itb,  Nov.  last;  what  part  thereof  lias 
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been  delivered,  and  what  still  remains  in  the  magazines  of  tliis 
St^te,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House. 

Ordered,  that  Mr,  Wjnkoop;  &  Mr.  Montgomery  be  a  Committer 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT  Clerk.* 


Rd.  Smith  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

Having  not  the  least  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Reed,  I  hope  tBe 
Bending  of  this  Letter  may  be  no  offence;  I'm  at  present  uneasj, 
understanding,  that  a  Gentleman  in  Lancaster  County  known  by  the 
Name  of  Joseph  Miller  Esqr.  Intends  to  get  Mr.  Reed  to  break  or 
take  my  Commission  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  bold  (vis.)  (that of 
a  Magestrate,)  for  no  other  reason  then  a  Methodist  preached  at  my 
House  one  Evening,  and  two  other  times  I  went  to  hear  them 
meaning  no  harm.  But  Squire  Miller  allows  the  Methodists  to  be 
Torify'a.  Having  heard  that  such  people  as  the  Methodists  preached 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  without  any  opposition,  and  being  wefl 
informed  by  a  Rev.  Clergyman,  that  they  had  don  a  great  deal  of 
cood  among  many  wicked  People,  and  having  recourse  to  our  Bill  of 
Rights  Toloratiog  a  liberty  of  Conscience  as  was  allways  heretofore 
obtained  in  Sd.  state  of  Pennsylvania  I  referd  Squire  Jtfiller  to  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  though  he  says  it  was  Benjn.  Franklin  and  two  or 
three  other  Deists  that  obtaioed  that  liberty,  in  spite  of  Sd.  Miller 
and  some  others  ot  the  Convention,  I  told  the  Squire  it  was  a 
liberty  I  thought  proceeded  from  a  Chiistian  love ;  by  this  shall  til 
men  know  that  ye  are  my  Desiples  if  ye  love  one  another.  Squire 
Miller  baa  sent  all  the  Methodist  preachers  that  he  can  catch  to 
Lancaster  Goal ;  whether  or  not  them  people  deserves  such  treat- 
ment God  only  knows,  it  is  reported  by  the  society  that  Squire 
Miller  adhers  to  (Called  Soceadears)  that  the  Methodists  has  been 
recruiting  Men  for  the  British  Service  if  that  is  realy  so,  I  shall  not 
Justify  any  People  of  that  Stamp,  for  my  own  part  (besides  many 
others)  thought  them  able  preachers ;  and  seed  not  the  least  sign  ii 
Recruiting  Men  for  the  British  Service,  only  Recruiting  Volan- 
teers  for  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  was  their  devouted 
'  study,  &  care  to  my  view.  Dear  Sir,  I  shall  conclude  with  the 
words  of  ye  great  Apostle  Paule  25,  C.  Acts,  16,  v.  To  whom  I 
answered  it  is  not  the  manner  of  the  Romans  to  deliver  any  Man  to 
die ;  before  that  he  which  is  accused^  have  the  accuser  face  to  fioe. 
Self  praise  is  no  Commondation,  but  as  for  whigasm  I  am  nov 
what  I  ever  was  since  this  present  Contest  Commenoed^  I  hare 
march'd  out  before  and  since  the  Law  obliged ;  and  on  every  Call 

«  See  Col.  Rco  ,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  638. 
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I  either  went  or  sent,  I  make  no  doubt  Sir,  bat  it  may  be  told 
yon  that  I'm  Toryfy'd,  but  it  ib  very  likely  them  or  theirs  that 
utters  Buoh  News  if  any  such  be  laid  to  my  Charge — ^lived  in 
Philadelphia  that  Campaign  and  not  a  man  belonging  to  his  Com- 
pany at  Trinton  the  day  of  the  Ganonade  where  I  myself  was 
present  and  in  sd.  Company  a  man  killed  and  the  hand  shot^  off  one 
other  Man,  this  is  the  solid  truth  can  be  proven  by  many  People 

I  am  thy  assured  Friend, 

IL  SMITH. 
Chester  County,  Oxford  Township,  Feby.  24, 1781. 

N.  B.  Sir,  be  plais'd  to  remember  my  love  to  Mr.  Thos.  MoKain 
Esqr.  and  I  shall  ever  be  obledged. 

B.S. 
Dtreciedf 

For  Joseph  Reed  Esq.  President  Philadelphia. 

^  fftvour  Wm  Bradrourd  Esqr. 


PfiES.   RSSD  TO  GOL.   BiCHD.   BUTLER,   1781. 

Sir, 

Council  would  gladly  comply  with  any  Bequest  from  yon  not 
inconsistent  with  General  Rules,  but  your  own  Knowledge  & 
Experienoe  will  sugsest  the  Uneasiness  which  partial  Issues  make 
in  armies, — at  the  Desire  of  the  Officers  two  Years  ago  the  Council 
made  a  Rule  against  Issues  unlessgeneral,  &  we  have  found  that  it 
has  been  generally  acceptable.  We  cannot  supply  the  other  Regi- 
ments in  the  same  Manner,  ft  they  will  think  it  hard  to  see  a 
Preference  where  all  are  equally  deserving.  We  are  taking  measures 
to  procure  a  general  Supply,  in  which  a  due  Consideration  will  be 
paid  to  your  Regiment.  We  apprehend  your  Exertions  with  the 
Assembly  to  famish  us  with  the  Means  of  procuring  supplies  would 
be  of  Service,  ft  there  is  no  Duty  we  will  perform  more  cheerfully 
than  that  of  expending  the  money  provided  for  the  accomodation  of 
the  Troops. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Esteem, 

Tour  obed.  ft  very  Hbbl.  Serv. 

JnJorwc?,— Peby.  24, 1781. 
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Adam  Witmak  to  Coukcil,  1781. 

Read*;  24Ui  Feb,  178L 
Gentletnen  of  tbe  Couneil; 

I  tm  to  itiform  yoar  Honors  tbat  I  bave  Dalj  received  the  Printed 
Papers  respecting  the  Classing  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Berks  County. 
The  Commissioners  and  Township  assessors  have  Accordingly,  on  the 
22"'  alt.  met,  And  Classed  the  whole  and  notified  Each  Cla^cf  whom 
/lome  Few  hare  Inlisted  Reoroits,  Some  are  Paying  their  Fines  in  the 
Treasury,  Others  Collect  what  they  can  Get ;  Bat  are  at  a  etaad 
how  to  get  the  whole  as  there  are  bisafected  amongst  others,  some 
Clases  are  Intirely  so,  who  will  not  move  at  all  in  the  affair.  Nov 
I  Beg  we  may  be  Instr acted  how  to  Proceed  ginst  those  Deiinqaeats. 
The  Men  to  whom  we  Directed  the  Class  Lists  tel  as  the  have  not 
authority  to  Inforce  Payment,  wether  it  must  be  by  a  Seperate  war- 
ren t  from  the  Commissioners  and  to  whom  the  same  may  be  Deree- 
ted,  and  what  Penalty  if  any  should  refuse  to  Serve. 

Farther  if  the  Township  assessors  who  attended,  are  to  be  Ptid 
and  how  much  ^  Day.  Also  if  those  to  whom  the  Class  Lists  tie 
Derected,  are  to  be  idlowed  any  Pay  if  they  Collect  Part  or  the 
whole  Fine,  and  how  much  or  whether  those  who  shall  be  made  Col* 
lectors  Hereafter  to  Inforce  Payment  shall  be  alowed  Commissioni. 

Farther  Beg  Leave  to  trouble  your  Honors  a  second  time  respect- 
ing the  Conduct  of  Henry  Hafia  Esq',  our  High  Sheriff,  the  same 
Sum  mentioned  in  ours  of  the  6th  ult.  to  you  iaStill  unsettled  to 
wit|  £2200  Bzdusivo  of  what  we  mentioned  then  raid  since  writing 
&c,  if  the  Sam  in  Oars  to  yoa  above  mentioned  Doth  not  appear  to 
be  that  Sum,  its  wrong  and  must  be  a  mistake  of  our  Clark  who 
Drew  the  Lett'  its  Perticularly  Thus  a  Ball. 

On  snndry  Ezeoutions  since  april,  £4*50 

One  Exe"  Since  July,  On  a  refusing  Oollejtor,  1000    « 

One  Do.  Do.  Do.  Do.  750    ' 

£2200 


The  Com*^  in  theirs  above  mentioned  Desired  Dcreelions  to  then- 
selves  &  sheriff  which  was  In  part  Omitted,  the  Sheriff  got  some 
Lines,  as  I  am  Informed  But  Doth  not  understand  or  regard  whtts 
been  Said. 

If  the  Com**  are  not  Suportcd,  they  Cannot  Proceed  as  they  is 
Duty  are  Bound  to  Do  and  by  Irregular  Perforttlance  of  Currapt 
officers  a  whole  County  is  liable  of  Loosing  its  Credit  &  good  oame. 

Another  Evil  is  attending  us  respecting  our  Sute  County  Tret- 
sorer  ,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Reading  is  Drunk  alnott  Daj 
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•aifcl  nigh^  I  wdbU  refer  your  Honoon  to  mtkb  tobie  Inqoiij  of  hfa 
Condacty  with  Thomas  MiffliBi  John  FttitoBy  Mark  Bird|  Bakar 
Gahr,  Jos.  Hieateri  BlM|tture8|  oraome  of  ftham  who  knOw  him  tokra- 
Ide  well,  and  are  now  with  jou>  we  oaniiot  get  him  to  aettle  hi8.aM^ 
nor  l>eli?er  to  the  Preaent  Treaanrer  anj  Book  or  Pliiper  notwitk- 
itaading  repealedly  reqoeated  Both  Torbal  and  In  writing.  I  Far- 
ther Beg  to  be  Informed  if  the  Law'*'  wbieh  Formerly  Inpowerd 
Gommissionera  to  Fine  treassurers  One  Hundred  Ponnda  on  their 
Refusing  to  Deli?er  to  their  Successors  in  office  their  Book  and  all 
Papers  whole  Intire  and  nndefaced,  is  now  in  force. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Esteem 

your  obedient  and  Hum**  Serv* 

ADAM  WITMAN. 

N.  B.  Mean  officers  Hurt  the  State  Exceedingly,  ought  to  be 
Temored  without  IMay  and  Gompelled  to  mrire  good  the  Deprecia- 
tion 

Directed^ 

To  James  Read,  Esquire,  Phil*.     Or  in  his  absence  to  the 
dent  or  Either  of  the  Members  of  (he  Hon'ble  Coanoil. 

*  See  the  Laws  of  Pennyl%  1 
Ist  Vol.,  Page  106.         j 


Col.  Danl.  Brodhbad  .  to  Pbes.  Rbed,  1781. 

Fort  Pitt,  PeVy  25**,  1781. 
Bear  Sir, 

I  hare  jnst  reSeived  instmotions  from  his  Excellency  the  ConH- 
mander  in  chief  directing  me  to  detach  all  the  field  nieces  HowitMrs 
ft  train  also  a  pinrt  of  my  small  foree  under  Col*  Ulark,  who  I  atn 
jtold  is  to  drive  all  before  him,  by  a  supposed  unbounded  influienie 
he  has  amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Country.  I  sincerely 
wish  his  Excellencies  expectations  may  be  fiilly  answered.  But  it 
may  be  necessary  to  inform  you  in  Confidence,  that  I  can  nffbrd  iety 
little  protection  to  these  Settlements,  the  Maryland  Corps  being 
ordered  to  Richmond  in  Virg*  my  force  will  not  exoeed  200  Men 
many  of  which,  were  Soldiers  plenty,  I  would  not  Wish  to  retain. 

It  appears  that  Col*  Clark'*'  ii  to  proceed  with  the  Artillery  to  the 
falls  of  Ohio  from  thence  to  Wabash,  from  whence  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected the  pieces  &  ordnance  should  ever  return,  but  they  may  senre 
to' defend  the  Yitg^  Settlements  thereabouts. 

It  has  been  reported  that  our  Assembly  have  passed  an  Act  for 
raising  a  number  of  Men  to  protect  pur  frontier  Settlements  I  hope 
It  may  be  so,  for  the  Indians  have  begun  thehr  depredations  bjr  kil- 
ling a  man  on  the  waters  of  Ten  Mile. 

it  would  be  a  satiBfaetion  to  me  to  be  nibrmed  whether  the  Troops 

*  See  page  587. 
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to  1m  Ttiiod  by  the  uk  of  aBsembly  are  to  be  vnJer  the  eommnd  of 
-the  regolmr  comoiaiiding  Offioer  or  not. 

My  force  being  too  nivcb  redueed  to  ftdvit  my  undertaking  any 

offenaiv  meamiree  I  shall  piobably,  obtaliA  leaye  to  wait  upon  jov 

Bxeelleney  at  Philadelphia  where  for  eeveral  reaaone  I  ha^e  for  tamt 
•ttme  past  wished  to  be,  and  as  much  as  may  be  promote  the  wett- 

fore  of  this  new  Conntry. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  sinoerest  attachment 

&  respeot  yonr  Excellencies 

moat  obed^  &  Hble  Serr*, 

DANIEL  BBODHEAD. 

P.  S.  I  hope  no  time  will  be  lost  in  delerminioji;  the  Bonadaiy 
line  for  nntiil  tnen  the  Inhabitants  will  be  in  oonfosion  and  I  cMaai 
call  them  oat  in  case  of  Inyasion. 

JHrtcied, 
His  Excellenoy  Jos.  Beed,  Esq**. 


PfiBS.  OF  Congress  to  Prbs.  Besd,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  February  26, 1781. 
Sir, 

Year  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed  a  resolution  of  Congnss  of 

.  the  20^  Instant,*  relative  to  the  Becniiting  &  Destination  of  tbe 

Troops  that  are  ordered  to  oompose  the  aonthem  Army,  indndiag 

the,  Pennsylvania  Line,  except  such  as  are  on  Command  on  tke 

western  Frontier. 

This  rosolation  hath  been  ^coidentally  misbdd  in  the  Seoretaiyi 
Office  several  Days,  which  hath  occasioned  a  Delay  in  forwardmg 
the  same  to  yonr  Excellency.  It  is  hoped  this  Delay  will  not  piofe 
injurious.     ** 

r        I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  Bxcellenoy's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

SAM.  HUNXINQTON,  Piesid. 

Directed^ 

is  Ezcelly  PresideAt  Seed. 

•  ShCoI.  Bee.,  Yel  XIL,p.  67^ 
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Pbb8.  Rskd  to  Dblmatu  in  OonaBsss,  1781. 

I 

QeDtlemen, 

Being  just  informed  thai  it  it  in  Contemplation  to  lemove  the. 
Oonyention  Prisonen  into  tkii  State  we  Uiink  it  oar  Duty  to  obierft 
that  from  past  Experience  great  Inconyenienoiei  haye  ensned  to  the, 
State  from  mixing  them  with  our  Inhabitants.  Yon  most  be  aeoai- 
ble  that  there  is  a  veiy  great  Proportion  (^  disaffected  Pepple  alreadv. 
amonc  ns  &  we  may  jostly  apprehend  that  their  Number  will  (as  itr 
has  iJlways  done)  greatly  increase  by  an  Interooorse  with  the  Fris-. 
oners.  We  therefore  most  earnestly  request  you  to  use  your  utmost 
Exertions  that  they  may  proceed  to  some  other  State  where  thb  oonta^' 
gions  Influenoe  will  be  less  danf;erous.  If  the  publick  Necessities  wiUi 
not  admit  a  full  Compliance  with  our  request  we  hope  the  Germans : 
may  be  sent  elsewhere.  It  is  difficult  to  describe  the  bad  Effects 
which  haye  proceeded  from  suffering  the  Prisoners  of  that  Nation  to 
mix  with  their  Countrymen— every  Species  of  Falsehood  &  MisrepK- 
resentation  is  practised  upon  these  industrious  but  uninformed  JPeo-: 
pie  by  the  German  Officers  &  with  a  Success  which  is  truly  surprising 
as  they  have  by  such  Acts  detached  many  well  affiBOted  Chairactevs 
&  coord  the  zeal  of  some  of  our  best  Counties  in  the  publick 
Cause.  The  Language  gives  them  the  most  favorable  Opportunities 
to  practise  upon  their  Countrrmen  &  they  are  indefatigable  in  making 
use  of  them.  Whatever  therefore  may  be  the  Determination  of 
Congress  with  Respect  to  British  Prisoners  we  hope  a  particular 
Attention  will  be  paid  to  the  Circumstances  of  this  State  as  to  the 
Germans. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  much  Regard,  &c. 
2ndoned,—FeVj  26, 1781. 


Pbbs.  Bsed  to  Abchibalb  McClban,  1781. 

Sir, 

Four  Favour  of  the  17th  Inst."^  has  been  duly  received  &  com* 
municated  to  the  Council.  We  are  obliged  to  you  &  the  Gentlemen 
of  your  Town  for  your  EzertionI  with  Respect  to  the  new  Rocruit% 
&  hope  we  shall  soon  have  a  respectable  Line  notwithstanding  our 
late  Misfortunes. 

With  Respect  to  supplying  the  Troops  with  Fuel,  &c.,  we  appre- 
hended that  as  these  were  no  Part  of  the  Supplies  demanded  of  this 
Sti^te  the  Qr.  Master  Genl.  would  give  suitable  Directions,  &  early 
wrote  him  to  that  Effect.  We  shall  now  renew  our  Application  & 
hope  it  will  be  attended  to  with  satisfaction  to  the  Inhabitants  as 
well  as  the  Men. 

♦  See  page  781. 
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We  did  not  expect  that  the  usual  Mode  of  volnntarj  Inlistmeiit 
would  be  very  prodiwtive  of  Men,  but  the  Urgeooj  of  the  Offieen 
ft  Disposition  of  the  Men  occasioned  our  adopting  it  as  a  present 
Expedient — to  which  we  may  jnstlj  add  that  in  the  preeent  State 
df  ttie  Treasury  we  sbonld  not  be  able  to  pay  even  the  Boon^  of 
rine  Pounds  to  any  ooosideraMe  Nnmbefy  which  was  tbe  Bsassn  of 
A  Tiding  it  into  Payments. 

With  Bespeet  to  the  Lands  in  ft  abent  yew  Toim  it  is  eertualy 
an  Object  of  great  Conseqnenee  as  well  to  the  State  in  Oeoenl  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town,  ft  we  %onld  reeomaend  to  yon  to  lol* 
low  the  Bxample  of  Carlisle  by  meeting  in  Gonnnitlee  for  the  Pn»- 
piose  of  preserving  the  Town  Lands  firm  SneronehmeDt  nntill  the 
Assembly  shall  other  incorporate  the  Toim  or  pans  some  aors 
eifleetnal  Law  for  the  FMeotion  of  the  pnUidc  Proporty,  ft  sobm 
Meh  Onard  must  be  put  vpon  the  old  Wamnta,  whieh  have  beoi 
ft  I  fear  are  a  subject  of  speculation  in  yenr  County. 

The  Council  have  app(rfnted  yon  in  Oonjunetion  with  the  late  8a^ 
veyor  Oenl.  to  run  the  Line  Mtween  this  State  ft  Virginia  A  sent 
the  appointment  to  the  Assembly  to  make  Provision  for  snitahle 
Piay  ft  Expences.  We  propose  May  next  as  the  Time  to  b^. 
We  hope  the  Appointment  will  be  agreeable  to  yon — ^we  aie  per- 
suaded it  will  be  useful  to  the  State. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Esteem, 

Your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 
Indaned,—17BI,  Feb.  24.      To  ATeh<  McClean^  Bsq.,  York  Go. 


Samuel  Hodgdon  to  Prbs.  Bs»,  1781. 

Philadelphis,  27th  Feb'y,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  the  honble.  Board  of  War  to  apply  to  yotf 
Bxoelleney  for  mn  Order  for  the  delivery  of  the  two  Brass  twelfe 
Pounders  and  their  spparatus  belonging  to  the  State — yon  will  bs 
ao  obligeiog  as  to  send  it  by  the  beator. 

With  due  respect 

I  am  Sir, 

yoor  most  Obdt, 

SAM.  HODGDON,  A.  C.  G.  M.  8. 
Directed, 

Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esq.,  Present 
C.  G.  M.  S.  Office. 


^  ^ 
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PfiiB.  Rbsd  to  Boaed  of  War,  1781* 

OentlemeDy 

Ag  we  have  no  other  Field  Pieoei  but  the  12  Poanders  requeatedi 
yesterday  I  find  the  takiog  them  away  will  oeoasion  iniioh  uooadneilL 
ID  oar  Artillery  Regiment  of  Militia.  But  aA  I  am  ever  deairoos  to 
facilitate  year  Views  I  have  sent  the  Order.  At  the  same  Hme  I 
most  observe  that  it  would  greatly  relieve  me  from  the  Discontent 
of  the  People  if  yoor  Board  wonld  for  the  present  accomodate  us 
with  2  pair  of  yoar  small  Field  Pieces — it  will  then  have  the 
Appearapce  of  an  Kzohange  &  be  rather  pleasing — &  whenever  the 
12  Pounders  return  a  mutual  Eichange  will  again  take  Place. 
Upon  any  Exigency  they  will  be  within  yoor  Beach. 

Indorfedf—Fehr  27,  1781. 


Lt.  Col.  Wm.  Butler  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Carlisle,  FeVy  28tb,  1781. 
Sir, 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  have  made  some  observation! 
which  I  think  proper  to  commanieate  to  your  Ezelencv. 

There  is  nothing  doing  ,in  this  County  by  the  Classes  for  the 
recruiting  Service.  Nothing  can  be  done  by  the  Officer  as  in  th6 
different  Counties  they  pay  £15  Bounty. 

The  Treasury  here  has  not  money  (I  believe^  principally  owing 
to  the  People  having  it  in  their  power  to  pay  their  Taxes  in  produeo 
which  is  chiefly  paid  in  Fom^,  an  article  .that  this  place  is  over* 
stoclied  with.    I  think  the  price  of  that  article  onght  to  be  Lowered; 

I  have  called  on  Mr.  Lvons^the  Purchasing  Oommisflooner  for 
this  County,  to  know  his  Resources  in  furnishing  this  plaee  with 
provisions.  He  informs  me  that  flour  and  Whiskey  is  plenty,  Beel 
IS  scarce,  and  he  has  not  money.  Neither  does  ne  know  how  to 
provide. 

The  Issuing  Commissary  informs  me  there  is  not  more  than  eight 
days  Meat  in  Store.     This  matter  Demands  attention. 

I  was  informed  a  few  days  agoe  by  some  of  the  Officers  at  the 
Works  that  they  apprehended  some  uneasiness  was  amongst  their 
People.  Their  complaints  are  as  that  of  the  Pennsa.  Line,  and  I 
believe  they  have  suffered  at  times  for  Provision.  I  went  yesterday 
with  a  number  of  the  Citizens  and  Officers  (at  the  request  of  the  Offi- 
cers at  the  Works)  to  take  a  view  of  their  situation,  which  I  did,  and 
hope  it  will  have  a  good  Effect.  I  must  say  every  thing  seemed  to 
bo  in  good  Order,  and  the  different  branches  are  carried  on  beyond 
my  expectation. 

I  am  truly  sensible  your  Exelency  and  Council  will  pay  due  atten- 
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lion  to  the  sitaation  of  this  place,  and  the  settling  with  likewise  Um 
recruiting  of  mj  Regiment.  Moaej  and  clothes  we  are  destitute  of. 
There  is  a  Young  Gentleman  in  this  Town  who  has  been  well  re- 
commended to  me.  I  therefore  take  the  Libert j  to  leeommeBd 
bim  to  jonr  Bxelency  for  an  Ensignej  in  my  Regiment  His  Com- 
inisdon  to  bear  date  from  the  20th  of  Feb^,  1781. 

I  have  the  Honour 

to  be  Your  Exelencjs 

ob.  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  BDTLEB,  Lt  CoL 

Gom't  4th  Penna.  Beg't 

N.  B.  The  Gentleman's  name  (recommended  ion  «  Commisaoi,) 
is  James  Anderson. 

JHrectedf 

(Public  Service.) 

His  Ezelency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  ExecatiTe 
Cooncil  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


Preh.  Rebb  to  Col.  Richarb  Buti.eb,  1781. 

Sir, 

Gapt.  Bartholomew  of  your  Re^ment  has  received  a  Reemit  after 
being  rejected  by  the  Lieutenant  as  unfit  for  Service,  having  lost  an 
Eye  and  being  otherwise  unqualified.  Council  reqneet  yon  would 
make  Inquiry  into  the  Matter,  &  if  he  is  sent  off  to  the  Rendesvou 
that  he  may  be  returned  for  Examination. 

As  Mr.  Bigham  is  in  your  Regiment  Council  depend  on  you  to 
have  him  amenable  to  Justice  on  Account  of  the  large  Sum  of 
Money  received  by  £im  &  not  accounted  for. — After  being  put  under 
Arrest  by  my  Desirer  we  presumed  he  would  not  have  gone  awtj 
nntill  an  Examination  was  had  into  that  Matter. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Obed.  &  very  Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  RSEB, 

President. 

Council  Chamber,  Feb.  28, 178  L 

Dinctedf 
Col.  R.  Butler. 
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Fbes.  Reed  to  JsEABUASia  cf  Bedford  Co.,  1781. 

GeotlemeD, 

Mr.  G«ban  being  dosiroru  to  retnrn  before  the  Asicmtilj  haro 
come  to  R  DetcrmiDatioti  with  Beepeot  to  the  FrontierB,  it  is  not  lo 
mj  Power  to  give  k  fall  Answer  to  ^onr  Inqniry  with  Pespcot  to 
the  Defence  of  the  Frontier!.  But  fbr  your  Sitisftctioa  hsre  thon^t 
it  necessarj  to  Dcqnaint  you  that  the  CouDcil  have  laid  a  Planlbr 
their  Defence  before  the  Assembly  by  which  fonr  CoTDpatiiea  of  60 
Men  each  are  to  be  raised  as  a  atandiog  Force,  &  330  Hilitla  to  bs 
kept  up  for  8  Moathe,  &  to  Btationcd  as  to  be  most  naeful  to  tho 
Parte  exposed.  That  an  Expedition  aeainst  Detroit  is  in  Contom- 
pl&tion  &,  in  that  Case  Endeavoura  will  be  used  to  act  ofienaively 
elsewhere.  This  is  the  proposed  Plan  which  we  barfl  requested  the 
Assembly  to  furnish  us  with  the  Means  of  Exeontion,  but  how  &r 
the  State  of  the  Treasury  will  be  adequate  to  the  End  propoKd 
cannot  yet  bo  known.  Nor  can  we  eire  yon  ftrther  Encouragement 
than  this  Account  of  the  S^>t«  of  Things,  on  which  yon  wiTl  form 
your  Determi nations.  It  will  giva  the  Conudl  great  Satia&otion  to 
relieve  your  Distresses  &  remove  your  Apprehensions,  k  we  flatter 
ourselves  the  Time  is  not  for  distant  wbcn  this  will  be  effeetnally 
done  by  an  honourable  issue  to  the  War,  provided  proper  Exertions 
ue  used  on  onr  Parts. 

I  am  irith  much  Regard, 

Qont.,  your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serr. 
7n</orW,— March  1, 1781. 

Directed, — To  the  Inhabitants  of  Bedford  County  at  and  about 
Standing  Stone. 

RESOLtrrios  of  CosaRESa,  1781. 

In  Congress,  March  1><,  1781. 
According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  honorable  John  Hanson 
and  Daniel  Carrol,  two  of  the  Delegates  for  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  Entitled 
"  An  Act  to  Empower  tho  DeleMtes  of  this  State  in  Congress  to 
Bnbscribe  and  ratify  the  Artialea  of  Con^eration  /'  which  was  read 
inCongresethel2"ofFebraaTy  last,  and  a  cop;  thereof  entered  on  the 
tniuutes,  did,  in  behalf  of  the  said  State  of  Maryland,  sign  and  ratify 
the  said  articles  of  confederation,  by  which  sot  the  oonfoderation  of 
tho  United  States  of  Amcrioa  was  oomploated ;  caob  &  every  of  the 
tfairUjen  United  States  from  New  Hanpebiro  to  Georgia,  both 
included,  having  adopted  and  oonfirmed,  and  by  their  Delegates  in 
Congrssa  ratified  the  stune. 

Extnot  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'j.* 
*  Bte  Col.  Rm.,  Tol.  Zn.,  p.  fll& 
32* 
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John  Habt  to  Prss.  Reed,  1781. 

Newtown,  March  l-*,  1781. 

.  Tho  Soldiers  at  thifl  Post,  who  were  attested  in  Phikdelphia,  are 
DOW  demanding  the  second  Psirt  of  their  Boantj,  agreeahle  to  the 
Terms  of  their  Inlistments.  I  cannot  pay  it,  consistent  with  the 
Directions  of  Comcil,  for  want  of  their  Inlistments,  &o.,  original  and 
daplicate,  remaining,  as  I  suppose,  in  the  Hands  of  M'  Miller.  Thej 
are  mach  dissatisfied  on  this  Account,  and  speak  disrespectfollj  of 
Oovernment,  as  thongh  it  had  no  regard  to  its  Engagements  with 
them.  I  mnst  therefore  beg,  that  Council  will  direct,  that  the  said 
Inlistments,  &c.,  be  forwarded  to  me  as  earlj  as  possible,  or  otherwise 

S point  some  other  Mode  of  taking  the  subsequent  Receipts  for 
mntj,  than  by  Endorsement  on  the  first  I  should  not  trouble 
Council  on  this  Subject,  but  from  a  Doubt  whether  an  Application 
to  M'  Miller,  on  mj  Part  only,  would  avail 

I  would  beg  Leave  further  to  represent  to  the  Hon'ble  Council, 
that  such  seems  the  general  Temper  of  the  Soldiers  here,  that,  unless 
their  Claims,  as  to  past  Services  are  soon  adjusted,  bad  Gonscquenoes 
may  ensue.  They  seem  jealous  of  the  Intentions  of  Goyernmeot 
respecting  them — often  wishing  for  the  Auditors,  but  in  such  a  Manner 
as  indicates  a  Suspicion  that  cither  they  will  not  come,  or  that  Justice 
is  not  intended  them  if  tbcy  do. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's  and 

the  Council's  humble  Servi., 

JOHN  HART. 
DtrecieJ, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*",  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  io  Council. 

'^  fav  jSI'  Martin,  Commissary. 

Resolutiobt  op  Qenebal  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Oeneral  Assembly. 

Thursday,  March  1*  1781. 

Whereas,  from  the  different  situation  of  the  Troops  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line,  it  appears  to,this  House  that  the  number  of  Auditors 
heretofore  directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  Act  intitled  "  An  Act  to 
settle  &  adjust  the  Accounts  of  the  Troops  of  this  State  in  the  service 
of  the*  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
passed  on  tho  18«^  day  of  December,  1780,  are  not  sufficient  to  expedite 
that  business  in  reasonable  time  :  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Suprenre  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  hereby 
^re,  authorized  and  empowered  to^  appoint  any  additional  number  of 
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Anditan,  above  the  number  mestioned  in  tbe  nid  Act,  u  tbe;  m^j 
judge  neceuarj  for  expediting  the  buBinees  directed  to  be  performed 
hj  the  Aaditon  in  the  said  Act  mentioned;  which  ftdditional 
Auditors  shall  have  all  the  poirerB  and  authorities  and  aimilar  pay^ 
granted  bjr  the  said  Act  to  the  Auditors  therein  mentioned. 
Extract  from  the  Hinutea, 
SAHU£L  STERETT.  Clerk* 

Hia  Excellency,  los.  Beed,  Esq.,  Prcmdent,  ke.,  of  Penns*. 


Frxb.  or  CoHGBEsa  to  Pbkb.  Reed,  1781. 

Clroolar. 

PhiUdelphia,  March  2, 1781. 
Sir,  , 

B;  the  Act  of  CongreM  herevith  enclosed  your  Excellenoy  will 
be  informed,  that  the  Articles  of  Confederation  &  perpetnal  Union 
between  the  thirteen  United  States  «e  formally  and  finallj  ntifltd. 
by  all  the  8UteB.t 

We  are  happy  to  oongntnkte  oar  GoDstitaenbi  on  this  importMl 
Event,  desired  by  onr  Friends  but  dreaded  by  onr  SnemiM. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  &  respect,  ^ 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient  hnmble  Semnt, 

8.  HUNTINGTON,  Pi«aid>. 
His  Exeelleney  Preddent  Beed.  ' 

BKOLimoH  01  GniBBAL  AflsniBLY,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  Oenerst  Aasemhly, 

Friday,  March  2d,  1781. 
Whereas  this  Honse  at  their  former  Session  did  Sesotte  that 
four  Companies  of  Infantry  should  bo  raised  under  the  direction  of 
tho  President,  k  Council  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  of  this 
State.  And  Whereaa  it  appeare  by  a  message  from  the  President  t 
Council  of  the  27th,  nit.  that  it  has  not  been  in  their  power  to  prtk- 
eoed  to  the  raising  of  the  said  four  Companies  for  want  of  a  Suffi- 
cient snm  of  money  in  the  State  Treasury  for  that  purpose.  And 
Whereas  by  an  estimate  accompanying  the  said  message  the  expnes 
of  raising,  olosthing,  paying  and  snbusting  the  said  four  Companiei 
one  year,  will  amount  to  £24,523  5s.     Therefore. 

•  See  Col.  Reo..  Vol.  XII.  pp.  015,  SIS. 

t  Bee  imge,  710- 
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BesoWed,  that  tbe  said  sam  of  £24^523  Ss.  be  appropriated  fbr 
die  aforesaid  purpose  out  of  snch  fonds  as  shall  be  proyided  by  this 
House  during  their  present  session^  and  applied  aooor^ngly  bj  the 
Bopieme  Executive  Council ;  and  that  the  Gomniittee  of  Ways  tnd 
Means  be  directe<^  report  to  the  House  without  delay  a  plan  of 
raising  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  aforesaid  purpose. 

Extnol  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  8TERETT,  QcriL* 


Bxv.  Dayib  Jones  to  Council^  1781. 

The  honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  PennsylnniA 

&c. 

Gentlemen, 

It  is  with  Belnotaooe  thai  I  would  demand  your  attention  to  ay 
particuiar  Case,  as  I  know  our  pobUok  affidis  are  snffident  for  your 
whole  Time ;  but  such  are  my  Circumstances,  that  I  muai  inform 
yo«  that  my  fiunily  will  be  without  house  or  home  on  the  first  Ikj 
of  April  nexl^  except  you  can  indulge  me  with  one  of  the  GonfiBcir 
ted  Plantations,  &  if  even  I  cannot  be  allowed  at  present^  my  Be- 
preciation,  as  a  part  of  the  Compensation  on  the  whole^  yet  that  I 
might  be  permitted  to  purchase  said  Land  on  just  b  reasootble 
Terms,  &  on  such  Payments  as  I  may  be  able  to  discbarge.  And 
as  I  was  at  F.  Pitt  when  our  Troops  were  discharged  I  received  do 
money,  I  must  bes  the  favor  of  an  order  for  thirty  Pounds^  wkich 
the  Chaplain  of  the  other  Brigade  informs  me  he  has  received,  k 
without  which  I  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  my  Tax  &  fit  myself  for 
another  Cainpidgn.  I  should  be  glad  to  speak  with  the  hooorable 
Council  on  these  Subjects.     With  much  Respect  I  subscribe  myself 

Your  most  obedient, 

&  bumble  Scrv*, 

DAVID  JONES, 

Chaplain  2«  P.  B. 

Philadelphia,  March  2,  1781. 
Directed, 

The  honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Penaylvtnift 

^  Bee  CoL  Beo.,  Vol  XII.,  p.  045. 
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JouN  Lacey  to   Col.  Lewis  Kicola,  1781. 

Barracks.  Maroh  ^^,  178T.    ^ 
Sir, 

I  waa  ordered  bj  Gonncil  to  wait  on  joa  respecting  the  inclosed 
letter  from  Mr.  Harf*" — to  request  of  you  to  forward  to  bim  the  Neccs- 
Bwy  papers,  that  he  may  Satisfy  the  Men,  agreeable  to  his  inatmc- 
tiona;  if  any  farther  instmotions  Should  be  Neoessary,  you  will 
please  to  wait  on  Council  next  Monday  Morning— when  you  will 
please  to  return  this  letter. 

I  am^  Sir,  your  Most  Obt.  Servt, 

JOHN  LACEY. 
Directed, — To  Colol.  Nicola — ^P^esent 


Rksolution  of  Conorbss,  1781. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

March  8^,  1781. 

The  report  of  the  committire  on  the  letter  of  26^  Feb'y  from  the 
Board  of  War  respecting  the  removal  of  the  convention  prisoners 
was  taken  into  consideration,  and  thereupon 

Ordered  That  the  convention  prisoners  as  well  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land as  Virginia  be  removed,  the  British  to  York  town  and  the  Ger- 
mans to  Lancaster  town,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  or  such  other 
place  or  places  within  the  said  State  as  the  executive  thereof  shall 
aircct,  and  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  executiva 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  superintend  the  removal,  safe  keeping  & 
supply  of  the  Germans  to  Nolands  ferry,  on  Potomaok  river,  from 
which  place  it  is  recommended  to  the  executive  of  tho  State  of 
Maryland  to  superintend  their  removal,  safe  keeping,  and  supply  to 
the  borders  of  that  State,  and  to  continue  their  guard  to  Lanoasteri 
the  State  of  Pensylvania  furnishing  the  necessary  supplies.  That  it 
be  and  is  also  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  provide  a 
guard  &  furnish  the  supplies  for  the  Convention  prisoners  to  be  re- 
moved from  Fredericks  Town  *to  York  Town,  but  the  supplies  after 
entering  Pensylvania  to  be  furnished  by  that  State.  That  the 
Executive  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania  be  and  hereby  is  requested  to 
order  the  supplies  agreeably  to  the  above  resolutions  and  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  reception  of  the  prisoners  at  the  towns 
or  places  assigned  as  aforesaid,  and  upon  their  arrival  at  those  places 
respectively,  the  Board  of  War  take  order  for  their  future  security 
and  supply. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.f 

*  See  page  760. 

t  Sec  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  GtR,  and  page  74."  of  tlus. 
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William  Hestrt  to  Tsjss.  TXeeDj  1781. 

^  Lancaster,  Mar.  3<|  1781. 

Sir, 

I  think  it  my  Dotj  to  inform  yon  that  tho  Beemitiiig  Serriee 
goes  on  bat  slowlj,  the  Offieeri  are  Torj  indiffisrent  aboni  the  flatter 
and  do  not  reoeiTe  the  Two  Dollars  alloved  them  for  eaeh  Becrait, 
bat  give  it  to  the  Seijanta.  There  is  none  of  them  haTe  beat  np  ia 
Town  yet,  the  Beason  ia  obTiooa,  they  want  to  have  large  Sams  of 
Money  advanced  and  to  be  allowed  to  acooant  for  Recruiting  Expen* 
ces,  &c*.  I  have  sworn  no  more  than  12  and  for  aeveni  Days  not 
One  has  been  brought  notwithstanding  the  Becmiting  for  the  Classes 
is  over. 

Mr.  W has  been  bonnd  over  for  asking  a  greater  Sam  in  State 

Money  than  in  Specie  for  an  Article  he  offerd  for  Sale,  &  yet  he  is 
every  Day  crying  down  the  State  Money,  saying  it  ia  good  for  nothing 
and  will  depreciate,  &c.,  that  the  'price  he  gives  for  Wheat  ia  too 
little,  that  it  will  be  dearer,  &c,  &c.  Wheat  is  now  bought  from 
4s.  6d.  to  5s.  6.  Specie  ^  Bashel,  and  he  gives  Eight  ShiUinga,  he  hsa 
nearly  got  the  Amount  of  the  last  Order  for  JC2000.     If  Slongh  or 

Beizart  would  act  in  W 's  Office  they  could  certainly  serve  the 

public  much  better.  Some  time  after  I  wrote  you,  at  the  Beqoest 
of  Col*  Temple,  concerning  the  Difficulty  of  procuring  Forage,  the 
Forage  Master  of  the  Corps  went  to  the  most  disaffected  part  of  this 
County  and  got  22  Tuns  of  hay  by  a  voluntary  Subscription  in  Two 
Days  &  one  half  Biding,  although  a  Stranger  without  Credit  and 

Bloney,  and  this  in  the  Winter.     Mr.  W ,  who  was  here  at  Hay 

Making  could  get  none,  or  at  least  said  so. 

Your  Choice  of  a  County  Lieutenant  is  much  approved  here.  I 
have  not  received  One  Shilling  from  the  Sub-Lientenants  of  the 
Militia  Fines,  except  from  Adam  Orth  and  Mr.  Kuchcr,  &  that  has 
been  paid  Mr,  Marsteller  as  pay  Master  of  the  Militia. 

I  am  with  Bespect  Sir, 

yoiiz  most  obediiint 

hum.  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENBY. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Becd,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

^  favour  of  )  • 
M'  Jos.  Myers,  j 
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Lt.  Col.  Adah  Hubley  to  Prbs.  Seed,  1781. 

Lancaster;  March  M,  1781. 

Sir, 

Since  my  arrival  here,  a  considerable  number  of  the  Pennsjl*  Vol- 
noteerSi  who  were  last  jear  rais'di^to  serve  for  seven  Months,  call'd 
on  me  &  demanded  pay  for  their  services — they  inform  mo  they 
were  directed  to  call  on  the  Lieutenants,  for  that  purpose.— 

As  I  have  no  instructions  on  that  head,  I  could  not  comply  with 
their  demands,  but  promised  to  represent  their  case  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, and  receive  your  directions.— I  have  appeas'd  them  for  the 
present — ^I  shall  wait  your  Excellenoys  advise  in  the  matter. 

I  have  wrote  circular  letters  to  the  Sub-Lieutenants,  and  amongst 
other  matters  desired  they  would  settle  their  accounts,  agreeable  to' 
a  late  resolution  of  the  Hon*  Council,  (a  printed  one  of  which  I 
inclosed  to  each,)  several  of  them  have  been  with  and  informed  me^ 
they  were  ready  for  a  settlement,  as  soon  as  Colo.  Atlee  came  to  thi« 
place,  that  without  him  they  could  do  nothing. 

As  I  am  not  possess'd  of  a  single  paper  of  any  former  transao- 
tiona  relative  to  the  Office  I  now  hold,  it  will  be  out  of  my  power 
to  do  any  thing  with  those  Gentlemen— ^Your  Ezoellencys  advise 
on  this  head  alM  will  be  highly  necessary. 

From  the  many  &  frequent  applications  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to 
represent  to  your  Excellency  the  situation  of  this  place — ^The  powder 
Magazine  in  which  is  deposited  between  twenty  k  thirty  Tun  of 
Powder,  is  and  has  been  for  some  considerable  time  past  without 
Guard. — ^The  Malitia  of  this  place  are  unarm'd,  nor  are  there  any 
for  them  in  this  i^ce — so  that  little  or  nothing  would  be  done  to 
oppose  any  attempt  against  the  magazine,  or  other  public  propertj. 

In  consideration  of  the  singular  situation  of  this  place,  application 
for  a  guard,  from  the  Corporation  was  made  some  time  since,  to  the 
Board  of  War — who  in  consequence  thereof  ordered  Colo.  Maylanda 
lleg*  (Station'd  here)  to  do  that  duty — But  the  peculiar  state  of  those 
Troops  I  fear  they  were  not  acquainted  with — ^I  am  inform'd  by  the 
Commandant,  they  have  so  few  men  as  scarcely  to  enable  them  to 
furnish  a  sufficient  guard  for  the  stables  (which  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary) and  those  are  destitude  of  cloathing,  and  some  of  them  sickly. 

The  number  of  disaffected  (which  is  too  notorious)  in  this 
Country,  and  the  many  strangers  who  daily  pass  thro'  this  place 
makes  it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  publick  pro- 
perty a  guard  should  be  ordered  for  that  purpose. — Two  Centinels 
will  be  sufficient — which  will  require  eight  men  daily,  including 
Non-Corn'  Officers — so  that  twenty  four  men  (allowing  three  relieves) 
will  answer  the  purpose.  It  will  be  necessary  for  your  Excellency 
to  cive  some  directions  in  this  matter. 

I  am  inform'd  a  number  of  Box's  with  arms  are  in  the  sfor^  at. 
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or  near  Cox's  town — If  your  Excellency  thinks  proper,  I  will  order 
them  to  thb  pkce^  have  them  repair'd^  and  kept  in  readineas  in  case 
of  Emergency. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  and  esteem 

your  Exoellenoy's  most  Obd^  &  very  Ham^  berr*, 

AD**!  HUBLKY,  Jr.,  Lieu«  C.  I/. 
Directed f 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


Matthbw  McGuibb  to  Pbes«  Bbbd,  178L 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  lea^e  to  acquaint  yon  that  Gapt  Ooaltman,  Captdo  1/ 
Pon^ass  and  lAent  Webster — Ibree  Officers  belonging  to  Colonel 
Procter's  Regiment  of  Artilery  left  on  command  in  the  Jersejs,  Dot 
having  it  in  their  power  to  apply  ior  the  Money  lately  allowed  the 
Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  have  empowered  me  by  a  written 
Order  to  receive  their  respective  Dues  answerable  to  a  BesolTe  of 
yonr  Honorable  Board.  \ik  consequence  I  have  applied  to  the 
Auditors  and  am  informed  that  they  are  not  in  p<XBetsion  of  Money 
suffident  to  answer  the  purpose  and  recommend  my  applying  for  an 
Order  to  satisfy  the  Gentlemen.  Their  distresa  for  want  of  Money 
according  to  their  representation  to  me  is  considerable,  not  being 
aUe  to  pay  for  Shoe^  Stockings  or  even  washing. 

The  Gentleman  by  whom  Uiey  wish  the  Money  to  be  sent  goes 
off  to  morrow  Morning — I  should  therefore  M  happy  to  knov 
whether  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  serve  them. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect 

Gentlemen,  your  most  humble  Scrv, 

MATT.  McGUIBE. 
PhUadel%  March  3d,  1781. 

IKrectedj 

To  the  Honourable  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pres.  Rebd  to  Mons.  Holkeb,  1781. 

Market  street,  March  4, 1781. 
Bit.  ' 

_  I  received  your  note  of  yesterday  k  am  sony  that  I  was  not  at 
Home  when  you  did  me  the  Fivour  of  a  Visit.  The  Minister  during 
your  Absence  at  Baltimore  shewed  me  a  Letter  mentioning  your 
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having  done  mc  the  like  FtToor  last  Fall  upon  your  retnni  from 
Rhode  Islandy  which  I  was  not  before  acquainted  with,  or  I  should 
gladly  haye  embraced  the  o^p)^  to  mention  to  you  some  Causes  of 
Uneasiness  which  had  been  intimated  io  the  Minister  in  order  that 
he  might  communicate  them  to  the  Ghev.  Tumay  &  the  Minister 
&  yourself  bein^^  both  together  at  Bhode  Island  you  mij^ht  then 
explain  those  which  relat^  to  the  three  Vessels  which  arrived  last 
summer. 

The  Naval  Officer  has  frequently  appHed  to  procure  some  Beport 
of  those  Vessels  that  he  may  comply  with  the  Laws  of  the  State  itt 
reporting  the  Proceedings  of  his  office  with  Accuracy,  I  shall  ha 
glad  you  would  do  it  now  as  Agent  of  the  Marine  in  the  best  manner 
Circumstances  will  admit  And  I  will  take  the  first  Leisure  Hour  to 
send  yon  a  note  of  the  other  particulars  which  in  the  Course  of 
Conversation  were  auggested  &  which  while  unexplained  leave  un« 
favourable  ImpressionS|  But  which  I  am  perswaded  every  Member 
will  be  glad  to  have  removed  &  our  publick  Business  transacted 
together  with  Harmony  &  mutual  Satisfaction. 

I  am  Sir^  with  due  Begard  &  Consideration 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv*. 


Bbsoldhok  of  Gknsral  Absehbly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania 
In  General  Assembly. 

Monday^  5  March^  1781. 

Besolvedy  that  Mr.  B.  Morris^  Mr.  Delany,  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr. 
Allison  and  Mr.  Montgomery  be  a  Committee  to  request  a  conference 
with  His  Excellency  The  President  and  Council  on  the  subject  of 
calling  the  old  continental  money  out  of  circulation,  and  ascertaining 
the  rate  of  exchange  between  the  said  old  money  and  the  new  Bills 
of  credit  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  minuteS| 

SAMUEL  STEBETT,  Clerk.^ 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Delegates  in  Congrbss,  1781. 

Gentlemen^ 

The  Council  have  received  with  great  Begret  the  Besol^e  of 
Conerees  to  station  the  whole  of  the  Prisoners  of  war  in  this  State. 
We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  the  Beasons  given  in  our  Letter  to 
you  of  thef  Inst,  would  have  prevented  this  Measure,  from  which 
we  fear  the  most  serious  Consequences  to  the  Interests  of  Amerioa 

•  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  3CIL,  ^,  648^  f  Bee  pp.  745,  758. 
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A  thk  State  in  pertiealar.    We  Weald  wish  a  Conferenee  with  jm 
Ob  thb  subject  to-morrow  morniog  at  10  ^^Clodic^  or  any  other  Hour 
most  agreeable  to  jron.* 
Indorud^ — Maroh  6^  1781. 


PfiES.  Bbed  to  thb  General  Assembly^  1781. 

Sir, 

Tbo*  the  inclosed  Resolation  is  only  addressed  to  the  EzeeatiTe 
Authori'tj  ft  the  Service  required  of  an  ezecutire  Nature,  tbe  in- 
creased fizpence  of  necessary  Advances  that  mnst  be  made  by  tke 
State  to  support  such  a  Namber  of  Prisoners — together  with  tbe 
Jofliience  which  they  will  probably  have  upon  the  political  principles 
ft'  Condaot  of  a  great  namber  of  oar  Inhabitants,  have  led  os  to 
commanicate  it  to  yon  in  this  rather  than  the  n^al  Mode  of  a  Mes- 
sage which  would  be  entitled  to  a  Hace  on  your  Minutes.  We  have 
already  addressed  the  Honl.  Congress  thro  the  Delegates  of  tlio 
State  bat  without  Effect. — Bat  as  we  foresee  very  great  Iocob* 
veniencies  ft  even  Dangers  arishig  we  flatter  ourselves  that  if  yonr 
Hon.  .House  view  it  in  the  same  Light  your  Weight  will  be  added 
to  obviate  the  Difficulty. — ^The  British  Troops  amount  to  1188. 
The  Germans  to  1487.  A  militia  Guard  must  also  be  raised  k 
supported  of  400.  Total  to  be  fed  a07 5— besides  Women  k 
Children. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Respeot 

Your  Obed.  ft  Hbble.  Ser. 

Indorsed^ — March  5;  1781. 


P&S8.  Rebd    to  Commutes  of  AsssMm^T,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

In  Consequence  of  your  Communication  on  Friday,  we  have  made 
an  Estimate  of  the  Sums  necessary  to  carry  into  Effect  the  Report 
made  on  the  Representation  of  the  General  Officers  so  far  as  the 
same  regards  advances  to  the  Officers,  Gratuities  to  the  retained 
men,  &  the  remaining  Payment  of  the  Bounties,  to  those  alreadj 
enlisted  &  the  Bountiea  which  will  probably  be  farther  required 
besides  Cloathing  for  the  whole.  We  are  inclined  to  think  that  as 
the  Troops  have  received  no  pay  for  12  Months  except  50a.  eack 
lately  at  Trenton  that  it  will  be  necesaary  after  advancing  to  the 
officers  on  the  Depreciation  Acct.  to  do  something  of  the  same  kind 
for  the  Men  or  it  will  have  the  appearance  of  Partiality  ft  probably 
revive  old  complaints  on  that  score,  we  have  therefore  included  the 
Amount  of  two  months  Pay  which  will  be  much  less  in  proportion  ia- 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  YoL  ZH^  p.  643. 
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dig  wh Af  has  alreadj  been  advanoed.  As  ih»  Gommitiee  have  tn- 
ged  the  GouDoil  to  expect  that  saitable  Provision  will  be  mad« 
nf  er  the  Szpeoea,  if  the  Beport  shall  be  adopted  b  j  the  Hous^  we 
r  ourselves  that  do  Beoiaion  will  be  had  whieh  will  raise  Clains 
the  Treasury  &  Expeotatioos  from  the  Council  untill  we  are  in 
idition  to  answer  them.  We  deem  it  one  of  the  greatest  mis- 
MSy  of  the  present  Dar  ^at  Promises  have  been  made  to  tbe  army 
I  not  being  complied  with  have  involved  the  Country  in  Dis- 
ir  &  executive  officers  in  great  Difficulties — Very  little  allow- 
being  made  for  Disappointments  of  this  Nature.  The  Waya  ft 
ife  to  aoobmplish  these  Purposes,  being  the  peenliar  Proving  of 
kfipresentativea  of  the  Peoplsi  &  eaoh  subject  being  only  a  Part 
Sjrslem  of  Bevenue  adapted  to  the  general  necessities  of  the 
rk  would  be  equally  improper  &  xmktm  for  us  to  suggest  any 
I  on  this  Head. 

I  am  Qent| 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 

J.  K 
Hessr  Morris  &  others  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assy, 
fcrwdy— March  6th,  1781. 

Estimate  Befbrrbd  to,  1781. 

officers  includiDg  Lee's  t  Hssons  belonging  to  this  V    |«  ^00 

SB.  I 

lity  of  £9  each  to  800  Retained  at  tbie  settlement  |       w  oaq 
the  Line.  •  J         '       ' 

nlisted  who  have  already  reed,  one  third  of  their  1       o  jaa 
unty  &  further  intitled  tp  £6  each.  f       ^'*^- 

by   Computation   who   may  be  recruited  by  the  1        o  n^n 
oers  in  the  County  @£9  each.  ^       ^,iw. 

hing  for  the  retained  men  the  rcinlisted,  &  Recruits  as  before 
crated  amounting  to  1500  men,  each  soldicr.to  be  provided  with 
ity  .  .  .  .  •'  12  0 

at|  •  •  .  .  •  jC6 

men  WaisteoatS|  .  •  «  •  .2 

Linnen  OverallS|      •  •  .  16 

Shoes.     •  .  %^  »  .  .1 

kety         •  .    '        •  .  .  .       2    6 


12    7  « 

rv|  •  .  •  •  '     X      , 

lockBf     ....  .  .  .  10 

18  17  % 


loompotingali^UeiMhy     .      ;  ;  •  21,000 
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Tbn  Sain  is  siippoeed  to  be  of  immediate  neeeflsity  lo  comply  witi 
the  Report  proposed. 

Cloathiirg  vbich  will  be  neeeutry  for  tbe  Men  provided  by  ike 
ClAMOf  oompatiBg  tbem  at  1000  £14000. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Wm.  Bradford  Jr.  Esq.  Atty.  Grkl. 

1781- 

Sir, 

Abraham  Kintiing  having  informed  a  Member  ef  this  Board  Ad 
Col.  Ph>otor  one  of  tne  Claimants  of  the  H<m^  laUnd  has  reneved 
the  attempt  to  take  Possession  of  that  Island,  dp  need  modi  Uirsat- 
ening  Laognage  on  the  OooasioB,  the  Connoil  request  yoa  to  ezamiss 
him  with  Ilespect  to  Proctor's  Conduct  since  the  Court  at  Chestsr, 
Kintzing  also  mentioned  the  Name  of  one  Gray  who  heard  Piootor 
use  very  extraordinary  Language  on  this  Occasion  which  may  be 
proper  also  to  be  enquired  into.  We  have  wrote  to  the  agents  of  con- 
fiscated Estates  in  Chester  County  with  Respect  to  their  sopportiDg 
the  Possession  of  the  State,  &  hope  you  will  give  them  needfu 
assistance  &  advice. 

I  am  Sir,  -. 
Your  obed.  &  Hbble.  servt. 

P.  S.  After  Examinttion  you  will  please  to  apply  to  the  Chief 
Justice  that  proper  Steps  may  be  taken  with  Colonel  Proctor  if  the 
Testimony  will  warrant  it.* 
Indor$ed, 

March  6th,  1781. 


Prbs.  Bred  to  Agents  ov  f orfsitrd  Estates^  1781. 

March  6,  1781. 
Gentlemen : . 

The  repeated  Attempts  to  divest  the  State  of  the. Possession  of  Hqg 
Island,  tendq  so  imn^ediately,  not  only  to  injure  the  Commonwealth 
in  Matters  of  Property,  but  to  enfeeble  &  degrade  its  civil  Oovern* 
ment,  that  Council .  think  it  necessary  to  request  your  particular 
Attention  to  the  Matter,  &  by  all  legal  &  prop^  Methods,  prevent 
any  Encroachment  thereon,  using  Force,  if  necessary,  where  allowed 
by  Law.  The  Att^^  Gen*  will  give  you  all  needful  Advice  &  Assistance. 
Extra  Sxpences  on  this  Occasion  will  be  allowed  you,  i^  you  may 
depend  on  the  Support  of  the  Board  in  the  Discharge  of  your  Dot^ 

.    I  am^  Gent,  your  Obed.  Hbble.  Serv.* 
Jndorsed^—MiBToh  6,  1781. 
jDirected, 

To  the  Agents  for  forfeited  Estates,  Chester  County. 

*  See  GoL  Rec.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  ^60,  and  719  ^tUs^ 
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Wm.  Henbt  to  Prs8.  Bksd,  1781. 

Lancaster!  Mar.  7|  1781. 
Sir, 

I  waa  present  at  the  Examination  of  one  of  the  Light  Dragoons 
who  overheard  sotne  of  the  British  prisoners^  who  had  some  Goo- 
Tersation  concerning  the  Magazines  at  this  place,  and  they  agreed 
that  it  might  he  blown  np  with  Ease.  I  am  of  their  Opinion, 
and  wish  a  Onard  conld  he  kept  here,  as  there  are  a  Number  of 
disaffected  People  in  this  Town ;  and  a  great  Number  of  the  pris- 
oners will  be  sent  to  the  Barracks,  as  they  hare  a  pntrid  Feyer 
amongst  them  in  the  Jail;  the  Barracks  are  near  the  Magazine. 
Could  not  Colo.  Hubley  be  ordered  to  keep  a  Company  of  Militia  on 
Duty  for  that  purpose  f  the  Amnnition  is  by  no  means  safe,  and  I 
understand  the  Quantity  is  considerable. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  &  hum.  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 

P.  S. — I  took  the  Liberty  last  Week  of  giving  some  Informa- 
tion concerning  M'  W — ,  which  I  hope  will  not  turn  out  to  my 
Disadvantage. 

Directed^ 

His  Excellenisy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supreme 
Exeoutive  Council,  Philadelphia. 


Rbsolutiok  of  Assembly,  1781. 

titate  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  General  Assembly,  Thursday,  8  March,  1781. 

Whereas  it  is  judged  expedient  at  this  time  to  grant  to  every  non- 
commissioned officer  and  Soldier,  who  has  been  retained  and  atjiU 
continues  in  the  Pennsylvania  lane,  a  Gratuity  over  and  above  the 
pay  and  other  allowances  heretofore  made  to  the  said  Line;  Therefore 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be  authorised  aqd 
directed  to  order  the  sum  of  nine  pounds;  State  Monev,  to  be  paid  i« 
a  Gratuity  to  every  such  non-commissioned  Officer  and  Soldier  of  the 
said  Line,  who  was  inlisted  prior  to  the  year  1780  to  serve  doHng 
the  War. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes,  -  * 

SAMUEL  STBRBTT,  Cletk.* 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  YoL  XU.,  p.  652,  666. 
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AuDrroRS  to  Council,  178*1. 

PhUada.,  March  8th,  1781. 
Gentlemeiiy 

We  would  wish  to  have  the  sense  of  yoar  Honorable  Board  on 
the  following  queries  previous  to  our  setting  out  that  we  maj  gOTern 
ourselves  accordingly. 

We  have  the  Honour  te  be 

with  Doe  respect  OentlemoB, 

Totir  most  Obed^  Humble  servants, 

JAS.  STEVENSON,    1  -    ,..  ^^ 
JNO.  NICHOLSON,  J  A"^">"- 

The  Honble.  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Ist.  There  are  several  Establishments  for  the  paj  of  the  armj,— 
on  which  of  these  are  we  to  Calculate.  Vide  resolution  of  Congress 
Oct'  7th,  1776,  May  27th,  1778,  Ac*. 

2nd.  The  words  of  the  Act  are  '<  To  settle  the  deprtdatum  ef 
the  pay-accounU  of  all,  &c',  to  the  1st  August,  1780."  We  under- 
stand from  the  Auditors  of  the  main  army  that  the  Line  in  general 
have  not  received  their  nominal  pay  later  than  to  the  1st  April  last, 
(some  regiments  not  so  far.)  Are  we  not  to  credit  the  Troops  with 
their  patf-account*  from  that  time  as  well  as  the  depreciation  thereon 
that  is,  make  a  final  and  conclusive  settlement  as  far  as  to  the  Ist 
August  aforesaid ;  or  are  we  to  leave  their  nominal  pay  in  that 
intermediate  time  to  be  settled  and  paid  by  the  Officers  of  Congress 
hereafter. 

3d.  Whether  those  who  were  in  the  servioe  at  the  time  the  Liw 
was  passed  are  the  only  persons  entitled  to  the  priveleges  therein 
mentioned  (except  those  provided  for  by  section  7th).  It  there  ire 
others  who  they  are.  Or  whether  all  who  have  been  in  the  line  tt 
any  time  between  the  1st  Jan'y  1777,  and  the  1st  August,  1780, 
and  received  nominal  pay  are  intitled  to  the  deficiency  of  that  pay 
by  the  depreciation  of  the  money.  Again  whether  the  difiEarreat 
situation  or  the  army  at  present  excludes  any  who  were  im  the  ser- 
vice at  the  time  the  law  was  enacted. 

'4th.  Whether  any  others  than  the  ^^  widow  and  cAtTSf re  it'' by 
themselves  or  their  order,  claiming  the  benefits  of  section  7th  ate 
intitled  to  receive  Certificates. 

&th.  Wh^her  4he  angteentaiiOQ  of  the  Subsistance  of  the  Officers 
*  Bee  CoL  Ree.,  Tol.  XII ,  pt».  616^  649. 
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of  the  XdiM  from  time  to  time  by  Congress^  Vide  resolutions  of  the 

and  that  allowing  10  dollars  ^  month 

Buhsistance  to  the  private^  are  to  be  deduoted  from  the  balanees  dnk 
to  them  for  their  paj.  And  whether  the  sabsistanee  and  rations 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  distinot  and  separate  Arom  onr  business. 
(If  so  there  will  be  something  yet  wanting  to  a  Complete  &  final 
settlement  to  the  1st  August  mentioned.)  If  we  *are  to  consider 
the  settling  their  rations  as  part  of  our  busincssi  at  what  rate ^ 
ration  are  those  retained  to  be  paid  for  ? 

6th.  There  will  probably  be  diffieuUies  in  Obtaining  the  pay  b 
Muster  Rolls  of  the  Regiments.  They  are  lodged  with  the  auditors 
of  the  main  army  by  the  Regimental  Pay  Masters  on  their  Settle- 
ments with  them.  These  are  Voluminous.  Some  of  the  first  pay 
and  muster  rolls  of  the  army  are  lodged  at  the  War  Oflice  (at  least 
duplicates  thereof)  which  have  never  been  settled  by  the  Auditors. 
Another  part,  viz',  from  about  December,  1777,  unto  the  time  (or 
nearly  the  time)  to  which  the  Regimental  Pay  masters  have  settled, 
are  lodged  at  the  Treasury  Office.  If  tl^ese  Muster  &  pay  rolls  are 
not  produoed  what  are  we  to  have  as  a  voucher  that  the  pay  of  the 
Claimant  really  ought  to  oommenoe  at  the  time  from  which  he 
charges. 

7th.  The  accounts  of  the  Department  of  the  Commissary  Gen*  of 
Prisoners  are  not  rendered  later  than  since  which  monies 

may  have  been  advanced  to  Officers  of  which  wo  have  no  account. 
In  this  case  is  not  an  Oath  to  the  sums  received  sufficient? 

8th.  There  are  frequent  Applications '  made  in  town  by  retiring 
Officers  and  others  to  have  their  accounts  settled  here.  Their  pay- 
master they  say  is  on  the  spot,  and  that  we  can  Ksre  have  any  in- 
formation or  vouchers  necessary^  which  is  all  they  con  produce 
should,  they  be  necessitated  to  go  to  the  places  of  rendezvous  of  their 
respective  Regin^enta  Whioh  they  represent,  both  as  inconvenient 
and  expensive,  if  it  could  be  dispensed  with.  Can  they  be  accomo- 
dated with  a  settlement  before  we  set  out  ? 

9th.  If  the  business  should  not  be  compleated  at  the  respective  posts 
within  the  time  published  how  are  we  to  proceed.  Will  Aot  our 
attendance  at  the  next  post  bo  requisite  agreeable  to  the  day  fixed. 

lOth.  We  apprehend  it  will  be  necessary  and  proper  to  keep  the 
Accounts  Regimentally,  and  that  an  entry  must  be  made  of  every 
certificate  issued,  numbered  to  Correspond  with  the  number  on  the 
Certificate  expressing  (in  Columns)  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom 
the  Certificate  was  given,  his  rank  Company  and  any  other  neoessaxy 
remarks,  and  that  a  distinct  account  be  opened  of  all  monies  credited 
by  the  troops  on  settlement,  which  they  may  have  received  in 
advanoe  from  this  State,  and  the  persons  by  whom  credited 
respectively. 
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11th.  Whether  the  Offieera  or  privates  etn  have  their  acceanU 
jettled  at  any  other  pkoe  than  their  regimental  rendeivona.  We  know 
there  are  Officers  of  the  dd  Regiment  stationed  at  Reading,  while 
the  Regiment  isNit  Easton.  Doubtless  there  are  similar  cases  which 
would  otherwise  Obstmot  a  settlement 

12th  Re^mental  paymasters  have  been  appointed  to  act  ts 
Clothiers,  in  consequence  of  which  they  have  been  allowed  Eztn- 
pay.  This  business  did  not  commence  untill  a  considerable  time 
after  the  Commencement  of  depreciation  by  the  Scale  provided. 
Uust  that  Extra  pay  be  reduced  by  the  seale  aforesaid  ? 

13th.  The  psy  of  Regimental  Surgeons  &  Mates  was  augmented 
on  the  8th  April  1777,  the  pay  of  the  former  from  40  to  60  dollan 
that  of  the  ktter  from  33}  to  40  doll"  ^  Mo.  this  we  believe  is  not 
singular;  the  pay  of  other  Officers  has  been  augmented  also,  at 
different  times  Doth  before  and  after.  How  are  we  to  act  in  such 
cases. 

14th.  Whether  the  B^ie  Stores  (as  they  are  called)  which  has 
been  ree*  by  the  Officers  from  this  State  at  nominal  instead  of  retl 
specie  value,  are  to  be  ehaiged  to  them  on  settlement 

15th.  In  our  instructions  from  Council  of  the  6th  Ins%  we  an 
directed  ''  to  enquire  of  the  Pay  master  General  of  the  United  States 
''  what  sums  have  been  advanced  from  time  to  time  between  tbe 
"  1-*  Day  of  Jan^  1777,  and  1»*  Day  of  Aug.  1780  for  the  use  of 
''  the  Penn'  Line  ftc*.''  Are  we  to  charge  the  Officers  with  tbe 
sums  which  they  may  have  received  on  account  of  their  pay,  sub- 
.  sequent  to  the  sd.  1st  August,  1780  f  If  so,  a  return  of  all  advanetf 
to  the  present  time  will  be  necessary. 


Sbc'ry  Matlack  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  178L 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  March  10, 1781. 
Gent, 

The  Queries  proposed  by  you  have  been  laid  before  the  Premdeot 
&  Council  &  they  have  thought  proper  to  give  the  following  answers, 
▼ia.: 

Answers  to  Queries  put  by  the  Auditors  of  Accounts. 

Ist  Ton  are  to  calculate  the  pay  upon  the  several  establiriiments 
80  long  as  they  were  in  foree  and  until  they  were  altered  by  the 
subsequent  ones. 

2Bd.    The  depreciation  only  is  the  subject  of  the  Auditor's 
ncss,  and  the  pay  is  not  to  be  credited. 
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3rd  mi  itb  US'  by  Atf  Gen'. 

5th.  The  nooDd  section  of  the  Uw  oonfloes  tlie  sottloment  to  tha 
pat/  onljf,  &  therefore  the  ssbautoaoe  u  not  to  be  taken  into  oon- 
aidentioa. 

-  6tb.  The  miuter  rolla  are  not  ueoesHr; — the  Hettlement  mnit  be 
firanded  on  the  pay  rolla  which  are  nndonbtedl;  in  the  haada  of  the 
paj  auuteis. 

7th.  Tbo  adminietntion  of  an  Oath  in  this  case  appears  to  be 
impTOper^— and  if  the  Auditor  Ocneral  eannot  famish  the  neoeasary 
information  respecting  thomonejB  adranoad  to  the  prisonera  the  fev 
eaies  of  this  kind  which  may  ooout  must  bo  dulsjed  until  the  facts 
oan  bo  aacartaincd. 

Stfa.  Answered  b;  »  change  of  mronmstances. 

Sth.  It  will  be  requisite  to  oon^nue  yoar  progress  aocording  to 
the  pnblic  notice  given. — And  if  any  business  should  occur  at  any 
place  which  cannot  be  oompleatod  within  the  time  limited,  The 
same  is  to  be  communicated  to  the  President  &  Council  fur  their 
consideration  &  further  instruction,  and  this  answer  is  to  be  given 
to  all  such  applioants. 

10th.  The  Coundl  approve  of  the  plan. 

lUb.  This  being  matter  of  conTeniency  is  referred  to  the  prudence 
«f  the  Auditors — Tcoommending  to  them  at  the  same  time  to  be  very 
eantions  of  enoooraging  any  offioer  to  follow  them  fnm  one  [^aee 
to  another  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  duty  especially  assigned  to  the 
plaee.  With  regard  to  the  soldiers  (hey  are  to  be  settled  with  only 
at  the  place  assigned  for  the  regiment  to  wbiob  they  belong— exoepl 
those  who  are  attoohed  to  the  penrana  of  ofScers  or  who  may  at  the 
time  be  on  command. 

12th.  Answered  by  reeolation  of  Congress. 

13th,  The  Depreciation  to  be  oaloulated  upon  the  pay  aa  at  first 
fixed  until  altered  and  varied  from  time  to  time  as  the  aama  has  boon 
acreeably  to  resolves  of  Congress— aeooiding  to  the  principles  on 
which  the  first  query  is  answered. 

Upon  yonr  arrival  at  each  post  yon  will  apply  to  the  eommanding 
officer  for  a  return  of  the  reeiment  and  of  the  officers  who  have 
been  prisoners.  And  you  will  settle' with  the  Companies  in  tbeiT 
order  Mginning  at  the  first,  and  with  the  individuals  of  each  Comp' 
M  they  stand  in  the  return. 

There  being  no  actual  payment  made  from  April  to  Angust,  1760, 
or  since,  you  will  calculate  the  depreciation  dunng  that  time  at  64) 
tar  one. 

By  order  of  Connoil, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

.       Vol.  Vin.-3S 
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jA3iss  Wharton  to  Secy.  Matlack,  1781* 

Phflad*,  9**  March,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  April,  1777,  the  Nayy  Board  of  this  State  was  much  in  want  of 
bemp  to  make  rope  of ;  tbej  applied  to  me  to  lend  them  some.  Agree- 
able to  their  request  M'  Garwood  received  from  me  Forty  Hvadred 
&  nine  poundsy  with  their  promise  to  deliver  it  to  me  in  a  short 
time,  sioce  whidi  I  have  not  received  any.  I  ahould  be  mack 
obliffsd  to  you  to  lay  this  before  hia  Excelleooy  &  GoaDcill,  as  I  tm 
mooh  iu  want  of  the  Hemp  or  the  value  thereof  in  Money.  Your 
Compliance  in  this  will  much  oblige 

Sir  your  hbble.  Serv%' 

JAS.  WHABTON. 
Directed f 
Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Present. 


CoL.  D.  Broduead  to  Fres.  Reed,  178L 

Port  Pitt,  March  lOth,  1781. 
Dear  Sbr, 

Since  my  last  I  have  received  two  Letters  from  the  Moravita 
Indian  Towns^  which  convince  me  that  we  are  now  to  expect  t 
general  Indian  war.  I  have  inclosed  copies  for  yonr  perusal,  and  I 
shall  be  happy  to  see  immediate  measures  adopted  for  the  secoritj 
of  this  frontier. 

I  have  likewise  received  instructions  from  his  Ezeelleney,  the 
Commander  in  Chief,  to  order  the  Maryland  Corps  to  Richmond  in 
Virginia,  &  to  detach  with  the  artillery  &  field  pieces  under  Bng. 
Genl.  Clark,  a  Major  or  Capts.  Command  from  my  small  remainiog 
number  of  Troops.  I  mention  these  things  to  show  you  how  neces- 
sary it  is  to  have  a  reinforcement  sent  hither. 

The  Lieutenant  of  Westmoreland  has  freqnenily  bean  called  apoa 
for  a  number  of  the  Militia,  but  they,  except  a  very  inconaiderabli 
number,  were  not  furnished.  Perhaps  he  does  not  apprehend  aoj 
right  in  me  to  Demand  theoL  Should  any  power  be  wanting  on  nj 
part,  I  beg  you  will  authorize  me  to  call  them  out,  to  go  upon  an 
Expedition,  repel  an  invasion,  to  be  stationed,  or  range  upon  the 
frontier,  as  shall  be  most  conducive  to  the  safety  of  the  setUements. 

Col.  Powell,  in  the  Kentuke  Country  writes  me,  that  the  Inhabi- 
tants there  are  under  the  most  alarming  apprehensions.  I  take  the 
liberty  to  inclose  an  extract  from  his  Letter,  which  will  inform  yoa 
of  the  fate  of  Col.  I>e  la  Balme  &  his  party. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wilson  has  delivered  twenty  eight  head  of  T^attle,  aod 
this  is  all  we  are  to  expect    If  ample  supplies  are, pot  immediately 
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afforded  jour  good  sense  will  form  a  right  Judgment  of  the  eonse- 
quences. 

If  a  few  of  the  faithful  Oneidaa  or  Stockbridge  Indians  eonid  be 
sent  to  this  place,  I  coneeive  they  might  be  so  employed  as  to  effect 
a  considerable  change  in  the  Oounoils  of  the  Western  Indians ;  par* 
iioularly  if  I  could  obtain  a  considerable  number  of  Watch  Coats  St 
some  paint,  and  strouding  for  Breach  CloutS|  &  Leggings  for  my 
Scouts  &  partizans. 

Genl.  Clark  is  come  over  the  mountain,  &  his  Commissaries  are 
purchasing  great  quantities  of  Flour  &  Indian  corn,  but  he  appears 
to  be  doubtful  of  carrying  his  grand  object,  and  I  shall  not  be 
surprized  to  see  his  Expedition  fall  through  for  it  is  clear  to  me, 
that  wise  men  at  a  great  distance,  view  things  in  the  western 
Country  very  differently  from  those,  who  are  more  immediately 
acquainted  with  Circumstances  &  situations. 

As  little  or  nothing  is  left  in  my  power,  I  hope  leare  of  absence 
will  be  granted  me  for  a  few  weeks  to  go  down  the  Country  especially 
as  my  chief  motive  is  to  promote  the  public  good  by  every  arga* 
ment,  I  am  master  of. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Clothier  General  to  supply  the  Troops  under 
my  Command,  with  at  least,  Hunting  Shirts,  &o,  and  I  hope  it  will 
DOW  be  in  the  power  of  the  State  to  furnish  the  officers  with  an 
allowance  of  Clothing  &c. 

With  perfect  respect  &  esteem  I  have, 

the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedt  servt. 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Postscript  I3th,  I  have  this  moment  received  a  Letter  from  Qovr. 
Jefferson  a  copy  of  which  is  likewise  enclosed. 
His  Excelly.  Jos  Reed  Esqr. 


Extract  of  Letter  From  Col.  Lbven  Powell,  1781. 

Herred'sburg,  Jany.  21st.  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  about  the  middle  of  Deer,  when  one  man  was  killed  near 
the  Falls,  no  mischief  has  been  done  in  this  Countrey  by  the 
Indians  Hill  a  few  days  ago,  when  seven  Indians  &  a  white  man, 
(made  prisoner  about  four  years  ago)  came  over  to  the  north  side 
t>f  Kentucky  for  the  purpose  of  Horse  stealing,  The  whiteman  left 
them  &  came  into  a  station  &  gave  information  of  their  design  which 
proved  too  late  as  they  had  stolen  &  got  off  with  about  seventeen 
Horses,  This  man  informs  that  the  Shawanese  are  about  15  miles 
from  the  Packawee  town  where  they  mean  to  stay  the  next  year  ft 
are  preparing  to  make  an  early  ft  vigorous  attack  on  this  Country 
in  the  spring  &  have  expectation  of  driving  the  people  out  of  it  in 
the  Course  of  the  year  in  which  they  are  to  be  aided  by  a  party 
from  Detroit.    An  Ezpresa  arrived  a  few  days  ago  from  a  post  by 
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which  we  have  aooounts  of  ah  expedition  from  the  Illinois  agaiDst 
the  Omee  town,  headed  hj  a  Colo.  De  la  Balme  Bome  time 
early  in  the  Fall,  This  Gentleman  was  very  sacoessful  nntil  he  had 
Bet  out  on  his  return  when  he  was  overtaken  ahoat  9  miles  from  the 
town  by  the  Indians,  totally  defeated  with  the  loss  of  upwards  of  30 
killed  including  himself,  and  lost  upwards  of  one  hundred  Horses 
lichly  laden  with  plunder,  The  survivors  inform  that  the  English 
had  sent  from  Detroit  two  pieces  of  Cannon  that  were  then  only  two 
days  march  from  the  Omee,  intended  for  this  Oountrey  that  some 
letters  were  intercepted  to  an  agent  at  that  town,  directing  a  large 
quantity  jo{  Com  to  be  purchased.  These  are  Circumstances  exceed- 
ingly unfavorable  to  the  people  here,  &  really  make  me  tremble  for 
their  Fate. 

Colo.  Clark  is  now  at  Eichmond  &  much  is  expected  from  him 
but  the  movements  of  our  people  are  so  slow,  &  our  finances  so  low, 
that  I  wish  ho  may  be  able  to  bring  any  aid  in  timfe*. 

Our  military  affairs  in  this  Countrey  are  in  a  poor  miserable 
shattered  state,  the  Commissaries  in  Combination  with  some  of 
their  associates  suspected  by  the  Commander  ilk  Chief  of  Cheatiog 
their  Countrey  they  in  their  turn  abusing  him  for  neglect  of  Duty 
or  want  of  military  knowledge,  &  so  is  tho  time  spent  here  while 
this  impending  danger  is  hanging  over  their  heads.  At  the  lUcnois 
I  fear  matters  are  still  worse,  it  is  said  that  Colo.  Montgomery  after 
obtaining  a  valuable  Cargo  of  peltry  at  the  expence  of  the  State  his 
with  several  other  officers  &  men  pushed  off  to  New  Orleans,  where 
it  is  supposed  he  means  to  stay  till  a  Captn.  Dodge  who  is  Agent  in 
that  Countrey  from  the  State  joins  him  with  an  other  Cargoe  pro- 
cured in  the  same  manner.  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  nothing  more 
favourable  to  Communicate  but  you  bid  me  write  &  I  have  nothing 
better  for  you. 

LEVEN  POWELL. 
Extract. 


Gov.  Jefferson  op  Virg.  to  Col.  Brodhead,  1781. 

Eichmond,  Febry.  13th,  1781. 
Sir,     =" 

I  have  duly  received  your  favor  by  Coll.  Gibson,  I  am  sorry  to 
learn  there  is  any  scarcity  of  provisions  in  your  setUements,  never- 
theless 1  must  suppose  it  too  numerous  to  be  at  any  time  under  a 
difficulty  to  support  so  moderate  a  Garrison  as  yours,  if  the  means 
of  drawing  provisions  from  the  People  are  furnished  you,  I  appre- 
hend your  wants  proceed  rather  firom  deficiencies  of  money  than  of 
provisions  in  which  case  our  purchases  will  scarcely  effisct  yon,  as 
the  forbearing  them  would  not  increase  your  Stock  of  money,  how- 
ever from  what  CoL  Gibson  tells  me  I  have  reason  to  hope  that 
ammal  Fopd  will  in  agreat  measure  be  proeared  on  the  eonUi  skb 
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of  the  boandary.  General  Washingtons  leiier  transmitted  bj  you 
to  Qenr.  Clark  will  no  doabt  have  satisfied  jou  how  earnestly  he 
espouses  the  senrice  on  which  that  Gentleman  is  ordered,  &  that  it 
is  his  desire  he  should  reoeive  from  you  every  aid  of  Men  and 
necessaries  which  you  can  help  him  to,  I  rely  for  your  Cordial 
execution  of  this  desire  on  your  Zeal  for  the  common  cause  as  well 
as  your  respect  for  the  wishes  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  ColL 
Gibson  at  my  request  with  his  Regiment,  is  ordered  by  Major  Qenx* 
Baron  Steuben  on  the  same  service. 

I  am  with  much  respect  Sir, 

your  most  obedt.  humb.  servt. 


Col.  Hbkrt  to  Mahinqweqbbsuch,  1781. 

Salem,  Feb'y  26th,  1781. 
Colo.  Henry  to  Mahingwegeesuoh  as  follows  : 

Brother  Mahingwegeesuch,  listen  to  me. 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  4*^  Instant,  by  which  I  see  that  some 
misunderstanding  has  arose  between  us,  which  partly  derived  from  a 
speech  brought  to  me  in  your  name,  which  I  now  find  to  be  a  speech 
sent  from  Capt*  Thompson. 
Brother,  ' 

I  am  not  willing  that  our  Friendship  should  be  broke  or  disturbed 
in  the  least,  nor  do  I  think  that  if  Friendship  is  settled  on  a  good 
Foundation,  it  will  be  easily  overthrown ;  therefore  have  patience  a 
few  days  longer,  &  I  will  be  with  you^  when  we  will  settle  all  these 
matters  again. 
Now,  Brother, 

I  have  some  other  matters  to  acquaint  you  of,  which.  I  think  needs 
your  attention  more  than  the  above  mentioned.  You  know  I  told 
you  when  I  came  away,  that  I  should  go  no  further  than  th« 
Brethren  Towns.  I  have  been  here  all  this  time.  The  Council  of 
Coochocking  have  entirely  stopped  my  ears,  so  that  I  know  nothing. 
But,  Brother,  a  Bird  has  wispered  something  in  my  ear,  &  this  I 
will  acquaint  you  of,  via :  Some  Days  ago,  a  Mingoe  came  to  Coo- 
chocking, &  received  a  speech  from  the  Council  there,  which  mada 
him  go  home  laughing.  The  Speech  was  to  this  purpose,  vii. : 
^'  I  am  your  Friends,  &  on  this  side,  &  only  wait  to  see  what  you 
*'  are  about  &  then  shall  join  you.  There  is  none  of  us  here  who 
<'  thinks  of  being  Friends  to  the  Virginians.  There  is  one  man  who 
'<  is  a  Friend  to  them,  namely,  Caylaylemont.'^  Farther,  Tatepawk* 
ski  &  Mawgruot  are  gone  with  a  Speech  to  the  Wyandotte,  to  make 
up  that  matter  which  happened  last  Spring,  namely,  when  one  of 
their  men  went  with  several  of  yours  &  took  Two  of  their  women  at 
Sandusky  prisoners. 

Again,  every  body  here  How  knowa  that  the  Gooohooking  men  an 
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ptrtys,  and  if  I  am  right,  one  party  ia  gone  of  afaraady;  Init  I  bopi 
they  will  reoeire  what  they  deeeire. 

Ab  I  understand  the  Counoellora  will  be  hear,  in  a  day  or  two,  to 
hare  some  letters  read,  broaght  by  Sam'  Evans,  I  am  determined  to 
Unmask  their  faoes,  and  dcwlare  onto  them  ne?er  to  write  a  ainglo 
syllable  for  them  any  more. 

Sinoe  my  last  letter  to  yon,  I  found  that  it  was  an  Impossibility 
for  Killbnok  to  lay  hold  of  Bawbee,  in  this  part  of  the  Oountry ;  for 
bad  he  offered  to  have  tonehed  him,  he  probably  would  have  lost  his 
life. 

Killback  &  Montnre  are  those  whom  Bawbee  threatens  to  kill,  on 
account  of  his  being  imprisoned ;  almost  every  body  that  oomes  here 
from  Ooochocknng,  says  that  he  utters  the  most  horrid  threats  against 
these  two  Persons }  and  it  is  apprehended,  that  if  he  cannot  find  aa 
opportunity  to  commit  his  design  on  the  fbrmer,  some  of  his  Friends 
will  have  to  pay  for  it. 

The  Council  of  Oooohookung  have  also  been  very  busy,  as  it 
appears,  to  Uaoken  the  Charaeter  of  Killbnok ;  this  proceeds  from 
different  reasons,  of  which  I  believe  one  to  be,  that  Killbuek  is  a 
friend  to  the  States,  which  they  themselves  are  not,  as  it  really  now 
appears,  by  their  own  Actions. 

John  Monture  has  been  no  further  than  this  plsee,  where  he  baa 
had  an  opportunity  of  hearing  what  is  passing ;  he  will  be  able  to 
give  you  a  full  account  of  all  what  is  mention'  in  Killbuek's  letter, 
and  more  besides.  I  cannot  think  otherwise  of  either  of  these  two^ 
than  that  they  are  trutf  to  the  States. 

As  I  understand  that  you  intend  to  go  soon  down  the  Countrv,  I 
have  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Rev'  M'  Matthews,  at  Litis,  directed  to 
M'  W*  Henry,  Esq',  Lancaster,  which  I  beg  the  &vor  of  you  to  take 
to  your  care. 

Should  it  be  concluded  on,  that  a  body  of  Hen  should  March  to 
CoochockinK)  to  punish  those  wicked  people,  I  trust  that  your  honor 
will  do  all  Uiat  lies  in  your  power  to  prevent  mistlistinff  any  body 
belonging  to  our  Towns ;  and  you  may  depend,  Sir,  that  m  case  any 
of  your  Men-should  have  occasion  to  come  by  any  of  our  Towns,  that 
they  would  meet  with  much  kindness  from  our  People. 

I  am,  with  great  respect, 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  obe*'  hum*  servt., 
JOHN  HACKBNWELDER. 

P.  S. — My  best  Compliments  to  all  Officers  &  Friends. 

ColL  Brodhead,  Commandant. 

Cap.  John  Irwin  to  Prbs.  Beed,  1781. 

New  Windsor,  Mttroh  12th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  this  day  observed  in  a  Pennsa.  paper  of  the  7th,  Inst. 
Publick  notice  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsa.  line, 
to  appear  with  stated  aocompts  of  their  Depreciation  at  the  differev't 
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timefly  ftnd  places  meniioBed  in  the  Resolves  of  the  Exeentife 
GouQoily  in  order  to  have  them  settled,  otherwise  they  should  he  in 
Danger  of  being  Bzcladed.  And  as  the  time  alloted  for  the  2nd, 
Begiment  of  In&ntry,  (to  which  I  belong'd  nntill  the  1st,  of  Jana- 
ary  last,)  is  from  the  12th,  to  the  15th,  Inst,  inclosive  It  will  be 
impossible  consistent  with  my  duty  (which  is  at  present,  that  of 
Oommiasary  to  the  Oen.  and  Staff  of  the  army)  to  appear  at 
Downings  town  (the  place  mentioned  for  settlement)  within  the 
time  above  mentioned.  And  it  would  be  no  less  cruel  than  nnjiut 
that  I  should  be  in  Danger  of  loosing  that  which  has  been  dcarlj 
Earned,  (During  the  course  of  five  Campaigns,)  at  the  ezpence 
not  only  of  blood,  but  the  best  part  of  my  Constitution  more 
fiapetially  when  publick  Sorvioo  prevents  my  attendance.  There  ia 
at  present  in  and  near  this  place,  no  less  than  Seventy  men,  and 
about  four  officers  of  the  Pensy  line  in  the  same  situation  with  mj 
Self — ^Twenty  Nine  or  thirty  of  which  are  in  the  Commander  in 
Chiefs  Qnard,  and  the  remainder  in  the  Artilery — AVlioee  Duty  in- 
tirely  prevents  their  having  an  opertunity  of  going  to  Pennsa.  for  a 
Settlement— And  I  must  Confess  (if  duty  w6uld  not  permit)  that  it 
would  be  a  deficult  matter  with  me,  to  procure  money  suffi  cient,  to 
Defray  the  necessary  ezpence  of  a  Journey  to  Philadelphia^  Which 
need  not  be  Wonderd  at — when  it  is  Considerd,  that  the  Publick 
has  not  advanced  a  single  fieurthing  for  near  twelve  months  past — 
ezepting  partial  payments.  Dear  Sir  your  mentioning  to  Council 
the  neoesiiity  of  Sending  a  Commissioner  in  order  to  Settle  the  Ae- 
compts  of  the  officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  line  in  this  Quarter,  Woald 
in  my  Humble  opinion  be  serving  the  publick,  and  tbom,  aa  there  is 
great  Uneasiness  prevails  Amongst  the  Soldiers  (particularly  of  the 
Guards)  least  they  should  loose  the  dear  Eam'd  reward  of  their 
labours.  Your  informing  me  by  letter,  what  Council  may  think 
proper  to  do  in  this  matter,  will  be  Esteemed  aa  a  particular  favour, 
&  I  will  Conduct  myself  accordingly. 

There  is  no  news  here  at  present — The  Oenl.  has  not  Arrived 
from  Rhode  Island — ^I  Kemain  with  every  Centiment  of  Esteem, 
and  respect, 

Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

JN-.  IRWIN,  Capt.  Pennsa.  line. 
Directet^j 
Publick  Service. 

Timothy  Matlack,  Esq',  Sctf^  to  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsa, 
Philadelphia. 
Per  Post 

Indortedj 

From  John  Lrwin.  Capt  Penns.  line.  Read  in  Council  20  March, 
1781.* 

T.  M. 
*  Not  Botfeed  on  the  minutes. 
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Blythe,  Beoj'B.  letter,  87. 

Board  of  War,  letten  to  and  from,  S, 
8.  38,  43,  S7,  82,  74,  SS,  93,  [10,  list, 
123,  133,  141,  153,  1S9,  181,  Ui, 
171,  ITS,  ISI,  318,  324,  348,  303, 
St3,  43S,  433,  434.  43S,  Kt,  443, 
433,  458,  471,  478,  4S&,  498,  30I>, 
SDH,  £00,  SI5.  £4S,  ii2,  GS4,  573, 
5T5,  579,  530,  SOO,  601,  Bll,  S33, 
880,   7B3,  727,   733,  739,  747. 

Bond,  Col.,  of  M.  J.,  attacks  a  partj  of 
toilet  at  DeL  Watar  Qap,  159. 

B«*le;'i  Mill!,  171. 

Boantiea,  2«.  S2,  308. 

Bojd,  Col.  A.,  death  of  Jeue  Jordan, 
11.     Teitmi,  333. 

Boyd,  Hr.,  murderen  of,  to  be  UTMled, 
144. 

Boyi,  Capt.  Nathan,  at  Hnd  Iiland 
fort,  738. 

Bradford,  Col.,  111. 

Bradford,  Tboi.,  Itit  of  oSeen  and 
priioneri  of  war.  93.  Pri»OBer«,  97. 
To  prevent  Interooone  batiraen 
DlBean  and  diiaffaetad,  SO 2. 

Bradford,  Wm.,  pretLdant  of  aonraa- 
tloD  at  Hartford,  810. 

BradTard,  Wm.,  Jnn'r,  appointed  at- 
tomej  gouaral,  613,  811.  Btalament 
of  fanti  raipecting  hit  oBoiat  aott, 
MS.  Lt.  Bigham,  735.  Hog  Iilaad 
and  Col.  Prootor,  730,  760. 
Bradr,  Capt.  Saml.,  378,  585. 
Brad/'a  fort,  157. 

Brodhead,  Col.  Daniel,  lattert,  4o., 
31,  33,  38,  38,  SO,  85,  66,  88,  80,  T8, 
79,  108,  lOB,  119,  120,  UO,  149,  ISJ,     I 


168,  197,  310,  146.  349,  IBS,  IM, 

378,  478,  487,  ifS,  513,  538,  iiS, 
585,  583,  584,  588,  595,  596,  440, 
641, 797,743, 768,770.  Placet toldien 
in  private  hoDiei,  (Ward  and  Sudl- 
man'i)  at  PitCibarg,  13,  119,  110, 
149.  Proposal  pDrebue  of  proprie- 
ttrj  mauort,  offeta  to  iotarot  otbtn 
inil,12t.  Annerto,  150.  Attaeki 
of  HTagei,  140.  CoBKreat  reiolri 
to  initaia,  195,  250.  Explaini  hit 
oonrae,  IB7.  Snit  agaiDit  in  Yir- 
gioia,  202.  Militia,  210.  8ute  of 
fVontien,  346,  149,  283.  Sealpi,  301. 
MimndertUnding  with  olEctn  U 
fort  Pkt,  405.  ApprehcDdi  to  nia 
force  to  obtaiD  proTiilons,  471.  Rt- 
ipeeting  frvDUan,  478.  Daagtr  of 
eracnaling  hit  poet,  4S7,  4S8.  Har- 
der by  Wjandott,  SIS.  Bborl  of 
IroTliIont,  515,  818.  Mnrder  bj 
Ddiani,  5S6.  Bearee  of  prorltloiii; 
SG8.  iDstmcUana  to  Capt.  Saaod 
Brady,  566.  Baae  attempt  to  detfao; 
Indiana  near  Hacna'i  Ton,  SH. 
War  between  Delaware  and  Beacea 
IndiaoB,  mnrder  od  French  creek, 
640.  Hta  forea,  70S.  Frantlart,  741 
Boonduj,  m. 

Brook,  John,  61. 

Brjran,  Oaorge,  k  Fennrjlraiiia 
oommittioner  In  ran  line  betWMO 
Virginia,  353. 

Buohannan,  Capt.  Thoniai.  31. 

Bueka  Connty,  agents  for  eostUeated 
attataa.  178.    Taiee,4Sl. 

BnlFaloe  Vallej,   Indiana  attaok,  14}. 

Bull,  Capt.  John,  inaUncUoni  U,  IC4. 
Appointed  eomniioioner  of  por- 
ohaaai  tOr  Philada.  eonnlr,  164. 

Boating,  Jotbaa,  a  priaoner,  648. 

Bnrd,  Capb,  297. 

Bnrgen,  Mn.,  reoeiFei  proritiona  bj 
order  of  QenL  Waahingloo,  60. 

Butler,  Col.  Richard,  reoommeBdalioD 
for  appolBlmeBtt,  807.  Partial  it- 
anaa,741.     Reemlta,  748. 

Bntler,  CoL  William,  latter,  reenlliBf, 
Inactirily  of  oSeort,  Ac, 


747. 


Col.  Zebnion,  161,    800,  601, 


Campbell,  Capt.  Tbomaa,  37,  76,  109. 

To  ba  arreated,  68,  71. 
Canada— nnioB  with,  antidpatad  by 

Oarliaia— land!  near  grant  of,  107.  AU 
artUeert  ordered  by  Coaptw  to, 
nagatlno  raqalred,  836,  Bn.    Fr^ 
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1iri«tarj  Iota,  686.    SUte  of  thloga, 

747. 
Ovrotherf,  Lt  John,  690. 
Catwell,  Biobard,  Got.  of  N.  C,  191. 
Chaloner  k  White— fat  eattle,  248. 
Chambers,  CoL  John,  Z%,  320,  374. 
Chambera,  Lient.,  286. 
Charleston  fallen,  312,  316,  326,  470. 
Cheiter  Cow— Mr.  Bojd  of,  mnrdered 

by  the  Smiths,  244.    Baokward  in 

famlihing  Tolanteen,  466. 
Church,  Major,  515. 
Circulare— of  Congreis,  277,  414»  441, 

454,  476. 
Clark,  James,  scalped  by  Indians,  33, 

29. 
Clark,  Capt  John,  65,  66,  68,  79. 
Clarke,   CoL   destroys  two    Shawnese 

towns,  537, 580,  743.    At  Richmond, 

768. 
Clarke,  Qenl.,  767,  769. 
Clarkson,  Matthew,  (marshal)  letter  of 

Pros,  on  sale  of  salt,  498.    F.  Uop- 

kinson  to  on  ditto,  500.     Forbidi 

sale,  500. 
Claypoole,  James,  (Sheriff)  gnard  for 

prison,  117,  821. 
Clinton,  Oeorge,  Gov.  of  N.  T.,  letter 

of  inquiry  refpeoting  act  of  Congress, 

132,  179. 
Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  812. 
Clothiers,  52,  53,  67,  707. 
Clothing,  17,  26,  34,  36,  53,  50,  67,  76, 

96,  105,  109,  116,  117,  140,  161,  162, 

185,  199.     Officer  sells,  161,  162, 105. 
Cluggage,  Major  Robert,  278,  297. 
Coats,   Col.   William,   leUers  to    and 

from,  43,  378.    Troops  for,  508. 
ColonelB  of   Battalions,  Circulars  to, 

111. 
Cola,  of  City  Battalions,  309. 
Commissaries,  69,  92,  151. 
Commissary  of  supplies— >soarcity  of 

provisions,  287. 
Commissary  Qen.  of  pnrehases,  92, 150, 

240. 
Commissions,  613. 
Commissioner  of  pnrehassa — appointed, 

154,  164,  219,  277,  441,  720. 
Commissioners    for    procuring    salt- 
scarcity  feared,  4,  24,  28.    Of  Phila. 

Co.,  80.     For  proenring  flonr,  84. 

Of  Virginia,  9 1,  353.    Of  Taxes,  125. 

Of  Berks  Co.  taxes,  124,  132. 
Commissioners  on  bonndary  between 

Virga.  and  Penna,  853. 
Committee  of  Congress  at  oamp,  266, 

267,  293,  312,  314,  316,  387,  355, 404, 

412.    Complained  of  by  Pres.  Reed, 

419. 
Conestoga    manor   pnrohased    by   J. 

Mnsser  of  Delawares,  80,  54,  56. 
Confederacy,  Capt.  Harding  of  ship. 


oomplahied  of  tot  imprefsiag  seMMo, 

643. 

Confederation,  Articles  of,  signed  bj 
Maryland,  thus  completing  the  whole 
thirteen  Sutes,  749. 

Confiscated  Estates,  instmctions  for 
sale  of,  345.   Letter  to  agents  of,  760. 

Congress — letters  to  and  f^om,  20,  76^ 
85,  87, 98,  99, 185, 142, 177,  199,  202^ 
203,  229,  251, 263, 277,  299,  325, 840, 
343,  348,375,  895,  419,  429,  458,  617, 
529,  534,  685,  660,  583,  591,  606,  609^ 
635,  636, 639,  667,  686^  686, 694,  702^ 
705,  719,  722,  723,  751.  Resolutions 
of,  86,  142,  173,  175,  185,  195,  255^ 
256,  261,  272,  285,  332,  846,  852,875, 
391,  448,  519,  620,  563,  603,  629,  649l| 
687,  6U9,  700, 724,  737,  749, 758.  Mi^ 
rine  Committee  of,  281.  Delegates 
in,  9,  46,  61,  161,  191,  351,  392,  494, 
648,  703,  711,  722,  745.  Do.  Area 
Conneoticut,  111,  112,  239.  Circs- 
lars  of,  20,  203,  251,  277.  Jonmals 
printed,  98.  Order  military  trophief 
to  be  collected,  98.  Pres.  Reed  re- 
quests a  part  of  sentence  of  Gen. 
Arnold  to  oe  dispensed  with  in  vlev 
of  his  previous  good  services,  99. 
Draw  for  money,  104,  121,  196,  252, 
255,  342.  Proclamation  for  a  fast, 
131,  135.  Appointment  of  officers  to 
be  suspended,  142.  Minute  respecting 
John  Holker's  flour,  147.  Respeoi- 
ing  commissions  to  privateers,  173. 
Horses,  175.  Clothing  to  officers  of 
med.  staff,  185.  CoL  Brodhead  to 
be  sustained,  195.  Want  of  money, 
supplies,  Ac,  203,  875.  French  fletl, 
251.  Quotas  of  States  of  10  millions, 
255.  Committee  of  oo-operation  at 
camp,  266,  267,  293,  312,  314,  816, 
337,  356,  356,  401,  412.  Direct  Ad- 
miralty to  fit  out  vessels  of  war,  278, 
277.  Conference  of  Committee,  2S1. 
Commissions  for  privateers,  340. 
Ask  to  be  informed  of  measures 
taken,  843.  Respecting  fiambhing 
to  French  allies,  25,000  men,  846^ 
348.  Furnish  Exchange  on  Minister 
to  Franoe,  391.  Money  asked  for  bj 
Penna.,  392, 395.  Pres.  Reed's  sUte- 
ment  of  State  proceedings,  458-468. 
Resolutions  on  emission  of  bills,  520. 
Appoint  fast  di^,  590.  Commissions 
for  private  armed  vessels,  606.  Ap-  "^ 
point  signers  of  bills  for  Penna*, 
634,  639.  Non  payment  of  interest, 
711. 

Connectient  Troops,  44,  421.  Letter 
to  Delegates  of^  on  Wyoming  landSy 
11 L    Got.  Tmrnboll,  of.  111. 

Conner,  CoL,  637. 

Connolly,  Dr.  John,  in  prison,  asks  rt- 


776 


INDEX. 


tarn  of  ft  fkrorite  pidr  of  pifltols>  kc, 
104. 

OontinenUl  money,  141,  277,  802,  904, 
883,  385, 416,  617,  634, 767.  Bignera 
appointed,  635. 

Xlonreiitioii  «t  Hartford,  proceedings 
sent  Pres.)  617. 

Cooper,  Ensign,  65. 

Coran,  Capt.,  of  Artillery,  refuses  obe- 
dience to  Col.  Flower,  469. 

Coagbenawafre  burned,  387. 

Council,  Resolution  of,  608. 

Courts,  326,  622.  Of  common  pleas, 
622. 

Courts  martial,  70.  On  Francis  8waine, 
897,420,433. 

Cowpertbwaite,  Col.,  111. 

Cox,  Col.  John,  359,  406. 

Craig,  Capt.,  76. 

Crawford,  Fort»  77.    Evacuated,  106. 

Cumberland  Co.,  Lieutenants,  152. 

Cumberland  Co.,  taxes  not  demanded 
bj  eoUeetors,  61.    Indians,  243. 

Cumberland  Co.,  wagons  in,  447.  Offi- 
cers of,  622.     Indians,  668. 

-Currency — emissions  stopped,  58. 

Curry,  Col.,  52. 


D. 


Daris,  David,  commissioner  of  pureba- 
ses,  382,  468. 

Bean,  Joseph,  81,  712. 

De  Comoy,  Monsieur,  383,  396,  406, 
416. 

Deed  for  Land,  defectiye,  49. 

Dehaven,  Peter,  860. 

Be  Laney,  Col.  111. 

Be  La  Lucerne,  Cheralier,  383. 

Be  la  Balme,  Col.  and  party — fate  of, 
766,  767. 

Belnware  Indians,  120,  152.  Towns 
destroyed  by  Col.  Clarke,  of  Virginia, 
615.  Indians,  base  attempt  by  whites 
to  destroy,  near  Uanna's  Town,  59C. 

Belnware  River,  armed  boats  in,  216, 
231,  254,  274,  339,  437. 

Belaware,  State  of,  letter  to  Gov.  on 
exportation  of  provisions,  ft*om,  10. 
Allows  export  of  provisions,  229,  609. 

Belegates  in  Congress  to  and  from,  9, 
61,  161,  191,  351,  392,  494,  643,  711, 
722,  745. 

Belegates  in  Congress  flrom  Connecti- 
cut, letter  to,  on  Wyoming  Lands, 
111,  112. 

Benny,  David,  496. 

Bepositions,  of  John  LefTertie,  387. 
Henry  O'Neill,  627.  D.  Franks, 
615.    Joseph  Shoemaker,  646. 

Beserters,  6,  12,  74,  77,  95,  100,   163. 


184,  226,  285, 262,  263,817,  416,418, 

510,  623. 

Deshler,  David,  and  Charles,  306. 
(commissioners  of  purchases.)  300, 
517,697,701,  711,  721. 

Detroit — a  strong  fort,  above  described, 
106.  British  and  Indian  oonventtoa 
at,  707. 

Deux  Points,  Count  do,  letter  iatro« 
ductory,  684. 

Dickinson,  Gen.  Philemon,  666,  507, 
736. 

Biggee,   Dudley,  Gov.  of  Virginia. 

Distillation  of  Liquors  frv.m  Qraio, 
31. 

Doz,  Andrew,  appointed  eommi'rioner 
of  pnrehases  in  Philadelphia,  154, 
169,  412.  Applies,  as  commisdoiMr, 
for  sale  ofSute  Island,  412. 

Dougherty,  C«p.  John,  369. 

Duane,  James,  (M.  C.)  difllealty  with 
Sheriff's  officer,  629,  650.  Commit- 
tee D.  of  Congress,  694. 

Bncbls  house  to  be  oooapied  by  G.  J. 
McKean,  684. 

Duncan,  Stephen,  resigns  as  Jnstiee, 
being  elected  to  Assembly,  597. 

Dun  lap.  Col.  31. 

Dnnlap,  John,  and  J.  Budden,  memo- 
rial, 208. 

Du  Port&il,  Gen.  proposals  respecting 
Sappers  and  miners,  37. 


Easton — ^muster  of  Soldiers  at,  321. 
Eckart,   Volantine,     Indian    murders, 

529. 
Edwards,  CoL  Thomas,  account,  237. 

Militia.  288. 
EHcr,   Joshua,    election  of  Jostiees, 

101. 
Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  surprise  of  post 

at,  103.  Genl.  St  Clair  at,  103. 
Ellsworth,  Oliver,  conference,  261. 
Embargo,  10,  229,  261,  263,  266,  333, 

364,  482,  438,  609. 
Enceinture,  a  good  cavse  for  staying 

execution,    but    not    judgment,    in 

opinion  of  C.  J.  MoKean,  298. 
Episcopal  Missionary  at  Carlisle,  land 

granted  to,  becomes  tory,  107. 
Erwin,  Capt,  106. 
Erwin,  Col.  Joseph,  66,  79. 
Erwin,  Robert,  126,  145. 
Bspy,    David,  retpocting  Justices  in 

Bedford  T.  102. 
Kstetes  forfeited,  282. 
Estates     confiscated,    733,    734,    736. 

Letter  to  Agents,  735. 
Ethcart,  Cap.  of  French  Vortels,  646, 

647. 


INDEX. 


777 


EvAOf,  ETftn,  resigns  m  Jastiee,  being 

elected  to  Msemblj,  507. 
Swing,  John,  a  Penna.  Oommr.  to  ran 

line  between  Virga.,  353. 
Exchange  on  Monies  to  Franoe,  891, 

411. 
Ejre,  Mi^or  Beqj.  G.  SehnjlkiU  bridge, 

144. 
Ejres,  CoL  of  Artillery,  111. 


F. 


Farmer,  Col.  Lewis,  Clothier,  152,  706. 

Fayette,  Marquis  of,  expedition  nnder, 
196. 

Ferguson,  Ells' th,  petition  on  sale  of 
Estate,  4. 

Ferris,  Owen,  arms  wanted,  229. 

Finlj,  Capt.,  40. 

Finnic,  Col.,  577. 

Fisher,  Mi^.  Henry,  supposed  to  be 
taken  by  boats  in  Delaware,  275» 

Flint,  Royal,  70,  86. 

Flour  in  Exchange  for  Salt,  3.  Scarcity 
on  48,  51,  53,  55,  85,  86,  90,  147, 
237,  359,  398,  402,  601.  Conreyed 
to  Enemy,  12^. 

Flower,  Col.  Benj.,  letters  to  and  fVom 
Ac,  26,  110.  Cap.  Coran  refuses 
obedience  to,  468. 

Forage,  Scarcity  of,  150,  151,  163, 175, 
404,  600,  608.     Master,  156,  165. 

Forman,  Da^id,  332. 

Forsman,  Hugh,  697. 

Forsyth,  Robert,  purchases,  577. 

Fort.  Allen,  286.  Armstrong,  (Kittan- 
niog.)  38,  106.  Brady's,  ld7.  Free- 
land's,  157.  Crawford,  77,  106.  At 
Detroit  described,  606.  Frederick, 
militia  at,  5.  Froeland,  637.  Jen- 
kins, 29,  40,  157,  171,  563.  M  fflin, 
699,  728.  At  Montgomefys,  29,  171.  j 
Mcintosh,  531.  Muncey,  29,  40, 157, 
166.  Pit^  78, 109, 159,  172,  405,441, 
478,  484,  499,  652,  554,  642,  743. 
Rice  attacked,  561.  Its  location,  567. 
attacked,  567.  Sohnyler,  870.  Built 
by  Engliifh  for  Shawnese,  551. 

France — guns,  standards  and  seals  or- 
dered in  Paris.  257. 

Franks,  David,  British  Agent,  S3. 

Franks,  Darid  S.,  asks  inrestigation  of 
his  oondttot  with  Arnold,  589.  Or- 
dered to  depart,  611.  Depreciation 
of  curreney,  616.  Deposition,  616. 
Reason  for  not  departing,  617.  De- 
clared very  frlTolons,  617. 

Frederick,  Fort,  6. 

Freeland,  Fort,  loeation  aqd  eaptare, 
157,  637. 

French  Army  at  Rhode  Island,  479. 

French  Creek,  Indian  mnrder  on,  640. 


Freneh  fleet  expmted,  251,  813,  3S4» 

347,  350,  366.  Off  Newport,  406. 
Off  Virginia,  414,  416,  443,  455,  604. 
Search  of  ressels  for  sailors,  403, 412. 
Cutting  masts  on  Schuylkill,  640, 
542,  543.  Correspondence  relating 
to  importation  of  m'dse  in,  645-^8^ 
549,  552,  571. 

French  Minister,  (Luseme,)  inritei 
Pres.  and  Council  to  dinner,  46.  Re- 
Tiews  troops,  207.  Letters  to  and 
from,  384. 

Frontiers,  68,  65,  66,  68,  78,  106,  10ft; 
113,  157,  158,  170, 189,218,  246,  265, 
278,  302,  805,  348,  378,  387,  393, 405, 
408, 412,  418,471,  491,  636,  558,  640, 
728,  738,  742,  767. 

Fnrman,  Moore,  diflBcnIties  for  proTJi« 
sions,  money,  Ac,  143,  146. 


Galloway,  Joseph,  memorial  respecting 
estate  of,  208. 

Gamble,  James,  petition,  177. 

Geddcs,  Capt.,  49. 

German  prisoners,  343. 

German  Regiment,  166. 

Gilbert,  Benj's,  family  taken  prisonenl 
by  Indians,  213,  222,  259. 

Gillespie,  George,  481. 

Gnadenhntten,  158. 

Gorett,  Wm.,  and  W.  Geddes,  73. 

Gonsales,  Emanuel,  attack  on  by  In- 
dians, 551. 

Gordon,  Thomas,  282. 

Greene,  Maj.  Gen.  Nathl.,  respecting 
forage,  danger  of  horses  starringy 
Ac,  150, 151,  163,  165,  380,  426, 476. 

Greene,  ship  General,  sale  of,  3. 

Grier,  Lieut.,  642. 

Guyho,  Capt.  of  French  ressel,  on  im* 
porting  m'dze,  646. 

Gunsaleye's.  Martin,  house  attacked  by 
Indians,  202. 

Gumey,  CoL  Francis,  81. 


Haekenwelder,  John,  letter,  Indianf, 

deep  snow,  152.    Missionary,  211. 
Haffa,  Henry,  Sheriff,  704,  742. 
Hale,  Thomas,  speculations  with  puht 

lie  monies,  112,  115. 
Hall,  Charles,  seises  land  oalled  Indian 

Town,  118.     Receipts  for  land,  194. 
Hall,  David,  and  H.  Fisher,  armed  boat! 

in  Delaware  Bay,  216. 
Haller,  Henry,  83,  416,  426,  426,  430. 
Unmbright,  Ci^t.,  370,  418. 
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Hanlltra,  Wm^  impriMDed*  aakt  rd- 

Hud,  Gen.  Edward,  134.  Want  of 
anen,  to.,  135.  ComplainB  of  descr- 
tioni,  184.  His  rank,  409.  To  on 
«ppointmentay  426. 
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02. 


P. 


Paine,  Thomas,  resolutions  of  Asembly, 

226. 
Papley,  Cap.,  97. 

Patton,  John,  caste  iron  shot,  502. 
Fax  ton.    Upper,  difflenlty    respecting 

election  of  Justices,  101. 
Peale,  Charles  Wilson,  presents  a  por- 
trait of  Prest.  Wharton,  319. 
Peculations,  74. 

Peirt,  Beqjamin,  family  taken  priso- 
ners, 213,  222. 
Penet,  P.,  agent  in  Franco,  fusees,  flag 

and  seal,  257. 
Penn,  John,  receives  pi^rt  of  Secre- 
tary's office,  200. 
Perrstlyania. 
Boundary  between,    and    Virginia, 
46,  56,  63,  91,  191,  285,  352,  488, 
516,570,713,744,746. 
Lands  belonging  to,  56,  91. 
Troops  surprised  at  Elisabeth  town 
and  nfcwark,  103.    Drafts  for  money 
by  Congress,  104,  122,  197,  262,  256, 
820,    342,    402,    492.      Returns    of 
Troops,  no.  111.    Demand  on  Ed- 
mund Physic  for  books,  records,  Ac, 
respecting  proprietary  Estates  now 
vested  in,  113. 

Lands  seized  in  Manor  T.  Lancaster 
County  said  to  have  been  purchased 
by  Mr.  Penn  at  Fort  Stanwix,  118. 
Soldiers  of,  in  Moylan's  Reg't  123. 
CoL   Moylan   ocmmends  4  th   Regi- 
mentof  light  Dragoons,  184.  Aeeonnt 
of  Taxes  from  Treasurer  U.  S.,  185. 
Intrusions  by  Virginia,  191.   Return 
of  Troops  under  Gen.  St.  Clair,  820. 
Col.  Hay  of   10th   Regimen t^  240. 
Capt.  Alexander  of  7th  Regiment^ 
248.   Loan  of  field  pieces,  253.  Quo- 
tas of  10  millions,  255.  Guns,  Stand- 
ards A  Seal  ordered  in  France  by 
Agent  Penet,  257.    State   of  Pena 
Regiments,  271.    A  loan  authorized 
by  Ass'y,  270.    New  State  proposed, 
280.      Call    for    Militia,    294,    306. 
Quota  of  provisions,  294.  Agreement 
between  Virga.  A  Penna.  on  bound- 


ary question,  862,  670.    Oommiss'rt 
on,  353,  569.   Embargo,  10, 829,  261, 
263,  266,   838,  854,   438,  452,  609. 
Congress  Aimish  Exchange  on  min- 
ister to  France,  391.    Money  asked 
of  Congress,  892,  896.  Volunteers  at 
Morristown,  394.     Asks  a  Bill  of 
Exchange  from  French  Council,  397. 
James  Scarle  sent  to  France  as  Agent 
to  procure  Loan,  Ac,  399,  614,  531. 
Pros.  Reed  complains  against  Com- 
mittee of    Congress — statement   of 
facts,  4  20.  Too  great  a  dependence  on 
for  supplies,  426.    President  Reed's 
statement  to  Congress  of  State  pro- 
ceedings and  demands  on  her  fh)B 
first  to  last,  458-468.    Quota  of  sup- 
plies   demanded   by  Committee  of 
Congress,  472.    Virga.  confirms  line 
run  in  1779,  488,  516,  583,  713,  744, 
746.    To  draw  in  Continental  billi 
by  taxes,  534.    Rank  of  Governor! 
in  the  field,  635.    Loan  ofioe  certifi- 
cates for  bills  of  Exchange  to  be  sold, 
555.    Congress  call  for  cattle,  666, 
660.     Revolt  of  Penna.  Lino,  608, 
718,  721,  722, 723,  724,  729, 731, 734, 
736,737,744,761.  Thos.  Smith  A  Rd. 
Baohe,  appointed  by  Congress  to  sign 
Bills,  635,.  639.    Proprietary  lots  of, 
wrong  opinion  respecting,  636.    Re- 
turns   of   Artillery  under    General 
.Wayne,  647.  Names  of  officers  under 
Government  asked  for,  658.  State  of 
Treasury,  657, 662.    State  of  account 
with  Congress,  694.  Names  of  offioen 
in  Cap.  Porter  and  Simons  Compa- 
nies, 696.   Troops  of  Penna.  Line  to 
join  Army  in  Virga.,  737.    Against 
bringing    Convention   prisoners  to, 
745.     Assembly  grant   money   for 
raising  troops,  752.    Resolution  of 
Congress  respecting  convention  pri- 
soners f^om  Maryland  and  Virgbiia 
to,  753,  757,  758.   Resolution  of  Con- 
gress calling  in  Continental  mon^ 
comm'ee  of  Assembly,  757.  Estimate 
of  expense  of  convention  prisonert 
to  the  State,  758.    Estimate  of  suma 
necessary  for  payment  of  bounties  to 
General  Officers,  Ac,  758.   Col.  Proe- 
tor  and  others  claim  Hog  Island, 
780,  734,  760. 
Pennsylvania  Line,  revolt  of,  603,  718, 
721,  724,  729,  731, 734,  736, 787,  744, 
761.     Memorial  of  offioert  of,  264. 
Answer  to,  265.    Thanks  of  Presi- 
dent, 265.  Respecting,  603. 
Peters,  Rev.  Richard,  claim  for  laadi, 

60. 
Petitions,  Elisabeth  Ferguson,  on  aale 
of  estate,   4.  Cap.  Irwin,  8.    Offloen 
in  CoL  Hasen's  Regiment,  44.    Lt. 


W.  Hafton,  1S3.  Of  ishkbiUDta  of  ' 
NorlliiUDptonCo.,387.  Anil  raw  Long, 
MB.  Jumei  Kowid,  »73.  OScere 
Id  bchklf  of  the  priunan  >t  Sew 
York,  SIO. 

Fittil,  Charlei.  leltan  to  ud  rrom,  lOt, 
IIS,  US,  313,  -100,  flU.  Defrndasd 
on  StaU,  19;,  211,  213,  224,  UO, 
SU. 

Philnda.— Dinner  by  French  miciiter 
la  P™.  and  Conneil,  JS.  Barrarki 
in  mad  bj  U.  8.  ant  of  repair,  61. 
Troopg  aipcctad  Tar  qaarlen,  G5. 
IicUrr  of  Caram'rt  lo  Coqoell  on  con- 
M4liag  pmpertj  from 


81.     Con 


nei'a  leti 


ID  Tai^a 


Ward< 

Conrt  house  to  ^ard  prison,  117. 
Bobnjikill  Bridgo  ircarsd,  rtpain 
to.  IM,  18S.  Andrair  Doi  appointed 
Oomrn'r  or  pDrebuaa  in,  1^4,  W. 
Bamcba,  «1,  1*1.  Uhmj  Co.  a»k 
to  bring  books  Trora  N.  York,  183. 
Citj  Battalisnf,  3U0.  Patrols  ol 
Light  bona,  310.  Foriga  jard  in, 
Sll.    Sberiri    "       


Prtie 


QoaD 


ad,  Sb. 


«  bcougbt  into,  2S2.  Prei 
to  Msrrb'U  on  Embargo,  !flS.  Waah. 
lagton.  Ac.  commend  t  pa  trio  do  tpicil 
of  tbe  Ladiea,  3S1,  384.  Taios,  3X1, 
City  Light  bono  to  march,  470. 
Amount  raiaed  b;  Ladles  of-^-lelter 
Prei.  Reed  toOon.  WaabiDgton,4TP. 
Mm,  Washington  on  her  waj  to 
Citjr,  4TI.  or  IT.  Kovan  u  Vendue 
Uaator,  673.  Skotch  of  diilj  of  a 
polioo  oIBcer  in,  GSl.  Frsudt  at 
grate  or  tbs  gnoi.  OBI.     Merobanti 


,  applici 


TIS.    Priaoi 
Priaonore     ■ 


a  for  SoU 


>    Gaol,  723. 


Houaa 


mt,  7S6.  .Board  of  War  applj  for 

ua  weat  wing  of  State  House,  727.   I 
Philadelphia  Libraj-;  Co.,  aik  to  biing 

book)  from  New  York,  1B3.  I 

Fhtllpa,  Cap.,  and  II  men   killed  bj   ' 

Indians  in  Bedford  Co.,  486.  I 

Fhjle,    Doctor,    on    merohandiie     in   I 

Freach  leeiels,  517.  | 

Fbjiic,  Edmund,  demand  for  the  pub. 

lio     books,    reipeoting    proptielarr   i 

•aUtei,  113.  I 

Fiiikering,Timoth7,appaiDta  CoI.Eam- 

nel    Miiea   Depat;   Quarter   Majitor, 

4«1>,  £03.  . 

Piper,  Col.  Johu,  2SS,  S78,  297,  302, 

319,  319,  188,  530.  | 

FitUburg,    Delawar*    IndiaDI   at,    21.   : 

Troopi  throm  into  prlrala  dwellinga 
t,  bj  CoL  Brodhsad,  i2,  11»,  120. 


Fort  Pitt,    ■  indon   mncan,  IIS. 
Oarrison  In  diatrcta,  SM. 

Potior,  Cap.,  ST. 

Potter,  Got.  Janoi,  484,  MI,  367,  «), 
S99,  710. 

FoUa,  Dr.  John,  Itttci  to  on  ClotkinA 
VS. 

Powder,  Mireitr  of,  434,  112. 

Powell,  JereniUb,  Preaident  of  Maaia. 
ebuaetU.  prieoner  earried  into,  2il. 

Powell,  Col.  Leten,  leltor  from  Kta- 
tncky,  T<8. 

President  end  Conneil  hare  power  l« 
dijifbarga  Soldier*.  110. 

Pri>onera.  i,  43,  03,  IS7.  113,  ISO,  l^^S, 
191,  343,36s,  5SS,  123,  72j,  T2«,:tJ, 
7bi.  Of  WaratNcw  York,  dinren 
of,  GIU,  630,  G60,  MS.  Prorijionl. 
020.  Begulnliou  reipccting  Eip- 
pliet,  620.  Tho  Convandun,  to  be 
remoied  fron  Har7l>nd  and  Vir- 
ginia, to  Yorktown  and  Laaearter, 
7  S3. 

Priraleera,  commisaiona  for,  603. 

Priiea  and  priae  moncj,  262. 

Proclamations,  rcspeetisg  Vitjinia 
bonndarf ,  63.  Of  CougreH  liir  a 
Fast,  130.  For  apprehending  J.  i 
B.  Emilh  mnrdaran  of  Ur.  fioid, 
214. 

Proctor,  Col.  John,  193,  JIT,  MS,  IM, 
710. 

Proctor,  CoL  Thomaa,  letters,  13,  il, 
76,  103.  Claims  Bog  Island,  731, 
731,  760. 

ProtboDotaries,  Cotrnty,  SS. 

Provisiooi,  8, 18,  S5,  66,  flU,  70,  71, 7S. 
89,  86,  90,  91,  97,  IIH,  17lt,  198.  U«, 
218,  2il,  2aft,  260,  277,  235,  29i,  JIM), 
30],  30i.  Great  acareitr  in  AnsT, 
122,  nil,  ISO.  Plaoea  of  depoait,  170, 
260,  2f0,  287,313,817,325,328,310, 
312,354,  362,361,  367,  371,  J;*,!.'?, 
3E3,  399, 125,  430,  432, 138, 139,  Ml, 
158,  171,  175,  in,  419, 180,185,494, 
606,516,522,525,626,530,548,556, 
558,  &6I),  565.  Quota  of  anpnlin 
demanded  of  all  the  Slatoa,  472,571, 
601,603,  611,  629,  635,  633,653,  111, 
697,  719,  720,  739.  KendcaTOiu  tot, 
720.  Batimate  of,neceaauy  atdilT*- 
rentpoata,  631. 
Pnrcbaaara  of  floor,  to  eiehann  for 

Salt,  3,  SI. 
Purdie,  Col.  562,  S67. 
Pnrrianee,   Sanutel,   Jr.,  eomplaint  of 
conduct  of  aeunen  on  Delawan,  611. 


Bwcoon  Cmk,  Iddiuu  ftttaok  ■  Sagar 
Camp  on,  1(0,  I5U. 

Bknlinga,  Col.,  5,  33. 

£«■,  Suonal,  UUuli  of  Indian*  on  0  il- 
b«rt  atii]  meit,  221.  Savage*,  122, 
an.  Torie*  at  Water  Qip,  239. 
Hilltia,  IndEari,  38a,  iSO.  Iioopa, 
320,  384,  &S3,  610,  W3,  1)9. 

Seading,  priionere,  aad  icugilj  of  pro- 

Bfaaunt  fuc  not  bailding  a  bsuic,  1ST. 
KecDnli,  public,  313. 
Resraiting,  T2,  SSI,  303,  Hi,  Mt,  431, 
43T,  *3\l,  lies,  032,  T3U,  131,  7U,  KS, 


aoborM,  Jehd,  mpecUng    EiUte  at 

John  R.,  2U8. 
BodDar,U<iT.,<>rDi:ta«ar*,  lttl«Tto,ia. 
Kuitan,  Jaoiei,  p*titloD  W  b*  Vandn* 


733. 

B«ed,  Proa't  JoMpb.  IttMr  to  Congrei* 
on  diaptaiioE  »ilh  part  of  tbe  len- 
tsnea  of  Court  Uarllal  reipMting 
Oen.  Arnold,  yS.  L«lt«r  to  Klebolaa 
Wain  OD  oppreniva  elocution  of  Lilv, 
IDS.  On  power  with  Connoil  to  dja- 
efaargg  lolJicn,  110.  Goo.  Drod- 
hflad  propo*cH  a  pnrehaafl  of  manor 
land*,  I2U.  Praaident  dullnoa  baing 
soBMmad,  ISO.  Tbanki  to  offioer* 
of  nilitia,  30S.  Aika  meeting  of 
Mirchauta,  3U.  [8m  Saprema  Si- 
esntlTa  Coanoil.] 
RMd,  M^)or,  110. 

Koin,  John,  ODO. 

HcaignaUnaa,  GOT,  013. 

Boialutiona  of  Congrcai,  80,  141,  173, 
17a,  133,  IDS,  16i,  ISO,  Itll,  373, 
>8S,  833,  340,  3S3,  3S1,  443,  £18,  S30, 
653,  003,  039,  OSS,  040,  I13T,  OUS, 
TOO,  714,  737,  749,  7SS,  701.  Anam- 
bl;,  3,  14, 11, 370,  SOV,  &70,  010,  0S7, 
as\  738,  739,  783,734,  730,  733,  T39, 
7&1,TS1,7SB,T01.  Uenaral Aaaemblj 
of  Virginia  roipeeting  wtatem  buun- 
darj,  3S2.     Of  Coonail,  OUS. 

RaTol,  Capt,  of  Fraosb  Tcual  on  im. 
port  merohaadit*,  MO,  647. 

Ke;noldi,  Jubo,  fiuidi  >t  the  grata  of 
the  g*al,  090. 

Riea,  CapL,  101,  tOL 

Kec,  Fort,  attaekad  b?  Indiana,  001. 
Whare  loeatad,  MT.    Attaakad,  SOT. 

Rico,  Palriok,  latter,  13. 

Kioho,  Mr*.  Add*,  i  aM  to  Haw  Tork 
rofaiad,  141. 

Kied.  Jama*  R.,  *a.,  4t. 

RiibarR,  Qutavo*,  lloar  wanted,  300. 

RittenboDM,  Darid,  a  PanaafUanla 
Cammiiilonar  ta  nm  lino  betwcan 
Virginia,  SS3.  State  of  Tiaaauy, 
eST,  003. 

Koaoh,  laaao,  boat*  in  Dalawan  Bay, 
104.     Priaonen  taken  bjr,  339. 

Bobardaaa,  Qao.  Dan.,  elatini  payment 
for  lead,  0. 


Rowan,  William,   Shaiilf, 

rrapccting  tiecniiona,  33. 
RyoDi  Lu  C'ol.,  bit  paj,  OSC 
Uyan,  CapL  Uiehaal,  371,  OSS. 


6L  CUr,  Qtn.  Artboi,  70,  103,  10B, 
297,  374,  397,  ilS,  SUT,  008,  070, 
OTI,  013,  073,  074,  070,  OTO,  071^ 
030,  000.  At  Kliiabelhtuwn,  101. 
Ketum  of  Pmnsjrltanla  Iroopa  nndar 
bim,  330.  Unaaceeuful  with  tbo 
.    mntinoan,  TOl,  Til,  Til. 

BailarK  elope  from  Frcnoh  reaieli,  t4T, 
3Sa,  330. 

Salt,  aearcitj  of,  4,  13, 14,  ZB,  84,  St. 

Ijappira  and  Uiuen  Co.  propuiad,  ST. 

Soalpa,  premiumi,  Ao.  offerod  for  In- 
dian, 107,  1)3,  170,  130,  333,  801, 
369,  393,  008,  SOI. 

Scbott,  Capt  Juba  Pnul,  letter  and 
biatury  ot.  24,  153,  101. 

Schuyler,  Fort,  370. 

SehDjlliiil  Uridge  aeearad,  repdn  la, 
144,  130.  Men  engaged  in  euttiBg 
maili,  on,  for  Finnoh  Deat,  040. 
Order  of  Utmiianr  Holker,  E40-043 
buO,  ^71.  Wood,  018.  Toll  at 
Bridge,  a  IB. 

Schuylkill,  LitUo,  mardera  by  Indlanf, 
029,  S33. 

Scott,  Tbomaa,  S3,  31,  380,  713. 

Eootl,  William,  SOS,  379,  33%  408,  414, 
514,  &3I,  023. 

Scull,  H^or  Kdward,  309,  OSS. 

Scull,  Nioholaa,  Burroyoi  OcDoral,  SI, 

Soutl,  WUliam,  Snireyor  appUea,  04. 

Seal*  repretonting  tiba  Anna  of  ttaa 
State  orilerod  in  Farie,  157. 

Searia,  Jamea,  agent  (o  £urap*  for 
loana,  AiL.iDtrodueedto  John  Adam*, 
399.  Letter  at  leaiSM.  Frsm  BreiL 
633.     To  be  auatained,  010. 

Selin,  CapL,  1S3,  101.  171. 

SfigeanI,  JonathaD  D.,  letUr  to  and 
from,  S.  Opinion  on  conotaling  lai. 
able  property,  49,  303.  On  Britiah 
CommiHion*taarBiBer*,395.  Sals  of 
artictea,  408.  Beaigoa  aa  Atlomoy 
OenBral,eil.  Form  of  Ci 
013. 


788 


INDEX. 


Sliippm,  Dr.  Wllli«n,  lectures  on  Aa- 
atomy,  (MS. 

Shoem^er,  Joseph,  deposition  o^  645. 

Bbr»wder,  Capi.,  161. 

BUrery,  sot  for  abolishing  passed,  720. 

fimaUmaa,  Tho*s,  purchases  island  be- 
low Fort  Pitt,  596. 

Smith,  CoL  Abraham,  448,  491,  622. 

Smith,  CoL  Qeorge,  respecting  bounty, 
52. 

Smith,  Col.  Matthew,  on  Indian  mur- 
ders, 23,  249,  370,  417,  513,  671. 

Smith,  Richard,  complains  of  a  magis- 
trate, inimicusl  to  the  Method^ts, 
740. 

Bmith,  Lt.  CoL  Bobert,  militia  fines, 
535. 

Bmith,  Thomas,  on  state  of  frontiers, 
proposes  mode  of  defence,  114.    Ap- 

,  pointed  by  Congress  to  sign  bills^ 

.'  635,  639. 

Smith,  William,  muskets  arrived,  415. 

Snowden,  Isaac,  Treasurer,  567. 

Snows,  deep  on  mountains,  120,  152, 
156. 

Soldiers,  oath  to  bo  taken,  291.  Raised 
by  subscription,  689.    Pay  of,  739. 

Spies,  598. 

Springfield,  N.  J.,  enemy  near,  808. 

Standard  ordei%d  in  France,  257. 

•Steele,  Archib'd,  letter  to,  41. 

Steelman,  James,  634,  648. 

Steyenson,  Geo.,  Letters  to  and  from, 
60,  107,  141.  Lays  claim  to  town 
land  in  York,  732. 

Steuben,  Baron,  military  plans  of,  225, 

.     270,  642. 

Stews^  Charles,  proyisions,  578,  698. 

Stiles,  Joseph,  repairs  of  arms,  139. 

Stirling,  Lord,  314,  698. 

Stokeley,  Cap.,  210. 

Stroud,  Col.,  Jacob,  respecting  batta- 
lion, 9.     Indians,  176, 188. 

Sullivan,  Gen.,  is  complained  of  for 
making  appointments,  425. 

Sunbury,  fionr  ordered  to,  310.  Mur- 
ders by  Indians,  341.  German  bat- 
talion called  from,  474.  Indian 
murders  near,  513,  529.  Distress  of, 
611. 

Supreme  ExBcxrmrE  Council. 
Active,  agents  of  sloop,  209.  Adams, 
John,  399,  563.  Admiralty,  542. 
Agents  for  confiscated  estates,  735, 
760.  Alien,  Ira,  88.  Amberson, 
William,  487.  Amer.  Philosophical 
Society,  136.  Antes,  Frederick,  219. 
Armstrong,  Gen.  John,  31, 152,  243, 
599,  636.  Armstrong,  William,  84. 
Assembly,  280,  609,  625,  656,  685, 
687,  758.  A  dee,  Col.  Samuel  J., 
216,  241,  250,  305,  83.3,  335,  351, 
423,  487,  488,  469,  484,  624,   680. 


Atlee,  Judge  William,  56, 124.  Audi- 
tors of  soldiers'  account^,  762. 
Baily,  James,  390.  Baker,  Hilary, 
Jr.,  720.  Balliet,  LL  CoL  Stephen, 
564.  Bayard,  Hon.  J.,  247.  Bedford, 
InhabitanU  of;  749.  Blaine,  Bph- 
raim,  13,  260,  804,  478,  480,  494, 
665,  577,  60.%  630,  646.  BIythe, 
Beig.,  96.  Board  of  War,  5,  8,  38, 
39,  43,  57,  74,  98,  110,  122, 132,141, 
153,  169,  161,  165,  176,  181,  224, 
248,  269,  308,  343,  425,  4.}2,  434, 
435,  436,  442,  463,  457,  471,  478, 
485,  498,  505,  606,  607,  508,  509, 
649,  552,  554»  673,  676,  679,580, 
581,  600,  601,  61&I  632,   689,  722, 

727,  728,  739,  747.     Boyd,  CoL  A., 
12,  323.    Boys,  Capi.  Nathan,  228, 

728.  Bradford,  Thomas,  97,  503. 
Bradford,  WiUiam,  Jr.,  621,  666, 
725,  730,  760.  Brodhead,  Colonel 
Daniel,  22,  38,  106,  109,  120, 140, 
149,  197,  210,  217,  246,  249,  300, 
378,  613,  515,  6^6,  658,  665,  5^, 
696,  640,  743,  766.  Bull,  CoL  John, 
164.  Butler,  CoL  Richard,  607, 
741,748.  Buder,  Lt  CoL  WUUam, 
747.  Bnder,  CoL  Zelmlon,  633. 
Campbell,  Thomas,  36.  Caswell, 
Richard,  Gov.  N.  C,  191.  Chatoner 
and  White,  248.  Chambers,  CoL 
John,  320.  Circular  of  Congrefs, 
277.  Clarkson,  Matthew,  (marshsll,) 
498,  600.  Claypoole,  James,  117, 
321.  Clinton,  Gov.  George,  132, 
179.  Cluggage,  Major  Robert,  278. 
Coats,  Col.  William,  43.  Colonels 
of  Battalions,  IIL  Colonel  of  City 
Battalion,  309.  Commissioners  for 
procuring  flour,  84.  Commissioners 
of  Philada.,  80.  Commissioners  of 
purchases,  277,  441,  720.  Com- 
missioners for  purchase  of  salt,  4, 
24,  28.  Commissaries  of  supplies, 
287.  Commissioners  of  Taxes  of 
Berks  county,  124,  133,  138.  Com- 
missioners of  Virginia,  9L  Com- 
mittee of  Assembly,  787, 768.  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  at  Camp,  266, 
293,  315,  355,  404.  Congress,  20, 
85,  87,  98,  99,  136,  142,  199,  202, 
203,  229,  268.  299,  325,  840,  343, 
349,  375,  419,  429,  458,  617,  529, 
560,  683,  690,  606,  608,  635,  639, 
657,  702,  719,  722,  723,  744,  75L 
Congress,  Committee  of,  63,  239, 
281,  337,  338,  355, 356.  ConoUy,  Dr. 
John,  104.  Cox,  CoL  John,  406. 
Davis,  David,  382,  458.  Dean,  Jo- 
seph, 712,  734.  De  Corny,  Moni. 
E.,  383,  416.  Delegates  in  Congress, 
9,  47,  61,  160,  191,  851,  892,  494, 
043,  703,  722,  745,  767.    Delegates 
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.  Off  Coiineelitfit  in  CbogrMi,  111,  112,  | 
711.  Dflnny,  DaTid,  ke^  496. 
htMer,  D.  uid  O,  80Q,  686,  697, 
711,  721.  Diekinson,  QenL  PbUe. 
moB,  7S6.  Dot.  Andrew,  164,  413. 
Dnane,  James,  628,  669.  Da  For* 
t&il,  OenU  37. 

Eckart,  Valentine,  529.  Edwardi, 
CoL  Thomaa,  S87,  288.  Elder, 
Joshua,  101.  Ellsworth,  Hon.  011- 
Yer,  26 L  Erwin,  CapL  Joseph,  79. 
Espy,  Darid,  102.  ETre,  Mi^or 
Beig.  O.,  144. 

FamMT,  OoL  Lewlf,  62,  706.  Fer- 
gason,  Elisabeth,  4.  Ferris,  Owen, 
239.  Flower,  Col.  Be^i.,  26.  Franks, 
David  S.,  611,  617. 
Oeddie%  Capt,  49.  Gillespie,  George, 
481.  Govett,  Wm.,  k  Wm.  Geddes, 
73.  Greene^  GenL  Nathaniel,  169, 
166,  381,  426,  476. 
Uaffa,  Henrj,  704.  Hale,  Thomas, 
112,    116.     Hall,    Darid,   and   H. 

.  FUher,  216.  Hall,  Charies,  64, 
118,  194.  HaUer,  Henry,  88,  417, 
426,  430.  Hamilton,  WiUiam,  690. 
Hand,  GenL  Edward,  166,  184,  426. 
Hannnm,  CoL  John,  244,  824.  Har- 
mar,  CoL  Joseph,  188.  Hart,  John, 
750.  Hart,  Joseph,  826,  827,  366, 
603,  623,  717.  Hayes,  John,  Jr., 
317.  Hasel wood,  John,  662.  Uaien, 
CoL  Moses,  '106,  646.  Heisler, 
Daniel,  Jr.,  697.  Henry,  CoL  Wm., 
30,  207,  809,  380,  428,  653,  667,  686, 
780,  754,  761.  Hewitt,  Thomas,  628. 
IlUIegas,  iliohael,  408,  492.  493. 
Ilod^on,  Samael,  174, 746.  Holker, 
Mods.,  F.  C,  11,  90,  94,  134,  147, 
148,  347,  350,  865,  366,  896,  402, 
545,  550,  662,  571, 756.  Hopkinson, 
Fnncis,  241,  246, 490,  667.  Howell, 
Jacob  S.,  247.  Hnhley,  Col.  Adam, 
612,  766.    Hubley,  John,  83,  896, 

'  686.  Huffnagle,  JliehaeL  669.  Hnn- 
tcr,  CoL  Sunnel,  29,  167,  166,  189, 
205,  369,  393, 667, 682, 717.  Hniton, 
Ll  W.,  153. 

Irvine,  Geftl.  Janes,  668,  664.  Ir- 
vine, GenL  Wm.,  108,  206,  226,  232, 
238,  246,  409,  611,  612,  670,  678, 
643.  Irwin,  Capt  John,  771.  Irwin, 
CuL  Samoel,  6137.  Irwin,  Thomas, 
Ac.,  187. 

Jackson,.  David,  644.  Jefferson, 
Thomas,  Gov.  of  Virginia,  196,  641. 
JohmrtOB,  Col.  Franois,  410.  Jones, 
Rev.  David,  762.  Jone^  Thomas, 
Jr.,  803. 

Knox,  GenL  H.,  263,  849,  869, 
726.  Krieder.  Conrad,  486,  469. 
Koeher,     Christopher,    289,     324. 

.     Kokn,  Adam,  686.  1 
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Laeey,  GenL  John,  505,  596^  52i. 
Lanetot,  Godfrey,  661.  Laae^  Wil- 
liam, 860.  Leary,  Dennis,  681.  Lee, 
Mi^.  Henry,  Jr.,  66,  67,  457,  477, 
699.  Lee,  Thomas  Sim,  Gov.  of 
Maryland,  830, 864, 482, 433.  Lewis, 
William,  281.  Lieutenants  of  oo«n« 
ties,  72,  387,  464,  476, 519.  Living- 
ston, Gov.  Wm.,  189,  374,  676,  624, 
636,636,648.  Lochrey,  Col.  Arehi- 
bald,  42,  77,  282,  290,  S18,  496. 
Longhead,  James,  667.  Lata, 
Nicholas,  201,  801,  813,  842,  367, 
367,  399,  417,  488,  474.  Lnzeme, 
Chevalier  de  la,  368,  448,  640,  642. 
614.  Lyndermood,  CoL  Miehael, 
230,  236.  Lyon,  Samuel,  489. 716. 
MoCalescer,  CoL  Biohair^  16.  Me- 
Calla,  WiUiam,  212,  66L  MoCleaa, 
Archibald,  14,  126,  144,  781,  746. 
MoClenaehan,  Blair,  8.  MeGnlre, 
Matthew,  766.  MoLane,  Cant  .Allan, 
268.  MeLene,  James,  6L  If  oKean, 
C.  J.  Thomas,  178,  284,  298,  831, 
403,  697,  649,  660,  664,  667.  Xo- 
MuUen,  William,  282.  MePherson, 
MiOor,  W.  617. 

Maelay,  WUliam,  166, 172.  Mana- 
gers of  House  of  Employment,  726, 
726.  MarsteUer,  CoL  PhiUp,  61, 
166,  828,  862,  371,  888.  Mason, 
John,  878.  Massachusetts^  Gonnoil, 
622.  Matlaek,  Col.  Timothy,  60. 
Melohor,  CoL  Isaae,  66.  Merebants 
of  Philada.,  266,  806,  704.  Miles, 
CoL  SamneL  583,  600,  60^  618, 699, 
718,719.  Miller,  Rer.  Peter,  606. 
MiraUes,DoB  Juan  de,  174.  Minis- 
ter  of  Franoe,  614,  628.  Mitahell, 
John,  186,  884,  600,  601,  716. 
Montgomery,  Bev.  Joseph,  170. 
Morgan,  Lt.  Jaeob,  273.  Morgan, 
CoL  Jacob,  238,  844,  869,  449,  544. 
Morris,  Robert,  872.  Morris,  Capt. 
Samuel,  310,  699.  Morris,  Samuel, 
Jont*,  308.  Morris,  Bamnel,  (Beg.) 
228.  Moylan,  CoL  Stephen,  183. 
Muhlenberg,  F.  A.,  128. 
Navy  Board,  846,  643.  Niebolson, 
John,  73.  Nieola,  CoL  Lewis,  12, 
77,  96, 100,  108, 181,  262,  810,  868, 
363,  876,  378,  891,  416,  422,  460, 
610,  616,  724. 

OfBeers  of  land  oiiee,  807.  Oster, 
Mons.  (F.  C.)  604.  Ofleen  of  »iU- 
tia,  266. 

Paine,  Thomas,  21,  226.  Petle, 
Charles  Wilson,  819.  Penet,  P.  867. 
Pettit,  Charles,  104,  197,  211,  224, 
842,  406,  614.  Philadelphia  Jibiaiw 
Co.,  183.  Physle,  Bdmnnd,  118. 
Pickering,  CoL  Timothy,  499,  604. 
Piper,  CoL  John,  a3#,  297,  302,  319, 
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tattan  SnccTtr*  CoraciL. 

S4B,  4BB,  6S0.  Pdtter,  Oen.  JimM, 
4BS,  S«l,  Mf,  rig.  Powell,  JcnmUh 
Pni.  f>r  HtU  Bar,  IM.  PnaidcDti, 
of  OamBBti,  FIbm,  t23,  flSfl.     Ploe- 

-  tor,  Col.  Jabn,  IIT,  181.    Ptoetar, 

■  noDU,fIO.  ProtbonoUrlei,  ofCo. 
'  -IS.    Pnrabuni,  at  floor,  I    Porri- 

■  aliM,  Bun*),  Jr.  SM. 

Km,  ll  auiQii,  ni,  ni,  tir,  at, 

■  MS,  U«,  iH,  MO,  SSI,  m.  Ecid, 
'  Mijor,  JuM,  *L    Esynoldf,  John, 

-  HO.  KiM,  P>triok,33.  BIcbe,  Mri. 
•  Anno,  HI.  Blfbtrg,  OniUTu,  »a. 
'  SiUmhann,  Dartd,  aS7,<Mll.     Bob- 

ardMO,  Qm.  Duiel,  i,  BoberU, 
Jeho,  IM.  RodneT.  Qor.  of  Otia- 
wan,  IS.  BoviD,  WUUan,  (BbaHET.) 

'    n.    Bjan,  UlcluMl,  ST  I,  MS,  t». 

.  -et.CUr,G(n.ArtbBr,168,tTi,S»7, 

.    nt,   U7,    7S1,   TSI,    TU.    Soholi, 

,  Cap.  Jobs  Pul,  It.  B»th  Hod. 
'  Thorns*.  U,  113.  SwU,  CoL  Wil- 
Uaa,  US,  ST9,  S82,  Ul,   134,   US, 

.  an.  Brail,  Bdvard,  BU.  0«ill, 
VilUaai,  Bl.  Scarlt,  Jam**,  &U. 
Satstaat,  Jaaathao,  D.  l»i,  i3R, 
611.  Sblppta,  JoMph,  Jr.  100.  Smitb, 
CoL  Abm.  143,  4S1,  &K.  Smitb, 
CoL  Oeorg*,  ».  Smith,  Col.  H&t- 
thsiT,  IS.  HO,  417,  £13,  TSa.  Smith, 
RUhard,  140.  Smith.  Lt.  Bob«rt, 
M6.  tSi.  Smith,  Themaa,  113. 
SUnban,    Buon,     ITO.     SM*en*oa, 

.  Qaors^  to,  107.  141.  Stawart, 
Oharlaa,  H9.  Btilu,  Joacpb,  Vii, 
BliDDd,  CoL  Jaeob,  0,  lIB,  IBB. 
Bwalae,  Fraoeli,  31,  7t,  IIT,  12B, 
4>l,  4S3.  Trcannn,  of  Coantiei, 
ta.    Trtanrj  IT.  6.  H,    1SS. 

.     IInl**nit7,  of  PMH^Irasla,  Jit. 
VanOampn,  Jon,    lil.  Vanhamp, 

.    Jobs,  111. 

Wadd,  Pnuioli,  JT4.  Vadivorth, 
Jartmlah,  £ae.  Wagon  Maalara, 
44;.  WalD,  Nlebolaa.  100.  Waab- 
lagton,  Oeol.  Ocoriie,  31,  Sfl,  43,  IS, 

.     M.T0,T1,  71,118, 138,141,  US,  IS), 


.,  110,  167,  29a,  314, 
til,  S30,  301,  377,  470,  174,  482, 
488,  121,  £31,  531,  ITT,  ISO,   <81. 


I,  Col.  Fridrriok,  liS.  Wi 
Oral.  AnlhaD7,  410,  111,  1S7,  1B3. 
Wnltnar,  CoL  Load,  161,  233,  311. 
WmE,  William,  Jr..  B3[.  W»tmor8- 
land  rBpraianlatiraa,  70B.  Wbarton, 
Jam**,  708.  WilklanB,  Juan,  C. 
8..  380.  WiU,  Col.  William,  838. 
WiUat,  ADpulla,  tOi.  WiJUani, 
BaoaUlar,  03.  Wirta,  Chrigtlao,  187, 
101,  101,  110,  3i8,  388,  ST3,  802, 
*»>  ••>•    mtiua,  Aaam,  139,  184, 


Ziaglar,  Capt.  DaTid,  »1 . 

BwaiB*,  'Fnooia,  laUats  to  aad  fram, 
S4,  78,117.  Tried  and  Murielad  bf 
Coart  Uartial,  SBT,  439,  431,  411. 

BwiuiiigcB,  Cap.,  110,  530. 


Taiaa  m  land,  M,  SI,  134,  113,  131, 

tsa,  118,  181,  301,  103. 
Temple,  LicDl.  Col.,  BU. 
TtDti  wsBtad  for  Oauthmn  Anaj,  I'l. 
Tbanfon,  Charlaa,  ftM. 
ThonpaoD,  John,  oxpaditioa  to  ladiao 

lovna,  lis. 
Tlnieam  Iilasd,  m  part  of  tb*  aitat*  of 

JoHpb  Oallowa;,  IDS. 
Tolioa,  84,  ItT,  iSi,  117,  ISO,  173,111, 

281. 
T017  papm,  lilt  «(  aaat  Got.  H.  J, 

Oil,  TOT. 

r,  U.  S.,  tax  of  PaDsarlTaala, 


Covnty,  38. 
TraaaaiT,  itata  of  tha,  39,  93, 
TraDton,  troops  at,  GZS. 
Itophioa,  miiitarj,  to  ba  ooUaeled,  10. 


Dnitad  Stal**  of  Amdiem,  Ik  aiar*d. 

oration     eooapletad     by     Haijlaad 

(igoing  (he  artiolaa,  740,  71L 
Uniranit;  of  PenaijlTaiiia,  law* 

College,  148.     Shippon'a 

laotUM  St,  OlS. 


Van  Campan,  John,  IncBTUoH  of  I>- 
diua,  101,  111,  883. 

TandBmn,  John,  Jr.,  wheat  and  laat 
In  Dalawara,  194. 

Tan  Ettan,  Capt  John,  eneoantan  la- 
disiu,  303, 131. 

Van  Uur,  Cipt..  139. 

Vermool  sad  Maw  Tof^  OontroTtny 
batir«eo,  89, 

Virgiaia,  bBDBdaiy  b*tir*ea,aad  Pas- 
(flraaia,  18,  »«,  03,  91, 191,  Ml,  Ii^ 
433,  310,  379,  ISl,  Oil,  Tia,  744,  TK. 
Intniiloni  hj,  191.  LcUer  ttoa 
Oor.  JeffsrKio  on,  198,  441.  Euit 
againic  CoL  Brodhead  by.  Ml.  Cud- 
grsu  natala  him,  191, 101  Kaw 
IntioD  of  Qanersl  Aasenbly  tt,  »- 
rpeeting  agreement  sod  bonadarr 
between,  sod  Penoiylraiiia,  Si3. 570. 
OouimlMionnP*,  313.     Looked  to  f>c 


<,  4T1. 


Is  1779,  Ae.,  4Se^SI0,Mt,MS,»ll, 
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71S,  744, 746.  Obtaining  more  terri- 
tory, 707.  Convention  prisoners  to 
be  mored  ftom,  to  Pennsylvania,  763. 


Wade,  Francis — enemy's  boats  in  Del., 
274. 

Wadsworth,  Gen.  Jeremiah,  asks  copy 
of  a  letter  respecting  floor,  205. 

Wagons,  84,  319,  323,  389,  351,  390, 
409,  415, 416,  417, 480,  435,  482, 489, 
504,  544,  705. 

Wall,  Qeorge— respecting  tories,  178. 

Wain,  Nicholas,  letter  to,  on  oppressiye 
execution  of  laws,  101. 

Warrant  for  sale  of  a  cargo,  491. 

Wiishington,  Qen.  Geo.,  letters  to  and 
ft>om,  35,  36,  43,  48,  54,  70,  74,  75, 
128,  145, 154,  163,  180, 193,240, 267, 
332,  338,  339,  348,  356, 369,  373,  375, 
412,  470,  474, 482,  486, 525,  577,  598, 
682,  686.  Memorial  of  CoL  Haien 
to,  17.  Remarks  on,  116,  155.  Gir- 
cnlar  respecting  supplies,  145.  Ap- 
points places  or  deposit  for  prorisions, 
180.  Respecting  Magaiines,  193. 
Army,  267.  Opinion  of  militia,  268. 
8cate  Militia,  call  for,  292.  Pros- 
pects, 312.  Militia,  314.  Army  in 
danger,  314.  Reduction  of  Charles- 
town,  316.  Writes  alarming  letters 
about  enemy,  333,  336,  837.  Expects 
French  fleet — calls  for  troops,  338. 
Arrival  of  Admiral  Arbnthnot  at  K. 
Y.,  839.  Wagons,  351,  356.  Dis- 
tress for  provisions  and  men,  355. 
Enemy  marching  to  Morristown,  356. 
Enemy  leaves  N.  J.,  361.  Commends 
the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  ladies  of 
Phila.,  36 1.  Militia  unnecessary,  377. 
Want  of  forage,  404.  French  fleet 
between  Virginia  and  Delaware— our 
troops  not  ready,  414.  His  situation, 
417.  Calls  German  Battalion  from 
Snnbnry,  474, 486.  In  want  of  provi- 
sions, 525,  577,  719.  Reduces  Regi- 
ments, 595.  Respecting  several  spies, 
598.  On  Wyoming,  682.  To  post 
garrison  at  Wyoming,  717. 

Washnash,  a  noted  Indian  warrior,  159. 

Water  Gap,  meeting  of  tories  at,  at- 
tacked by  Capt  Bond,  of  N.  J.,  259. 

Watts,  Frederick,  558. 

Wayne,  General  Anthony,  223, 450, 587, 
681,  737;  attack  on  Bergen,  450; 
orders  of,  451 ;  invited  by  La  Fay- 
ette to  dinner,  587;  expedient  to 
make  soldiers  comfortable,  593; 
return  of  Artillery  under  him,  647. 

Weaver,  Cnpt  Wendle,  288. 

Weitaell,  John,  602. 


Well,  Col,  111. 

Weltner,  CoL  Lund,  40,  42,  57,  62, 158, 
161,  166,  171,  206,  214,  238,  270, 
341,  369,  377. 

West,  William,  jr.,  631,  039. 

West  Brook,  Cant.,  do.,  202. 

West  Brook,  Major,  attacks  IndiaoL 
208. 

West  Florida,  oontinental  sloop,  846. 

Westmoreland  Co.,  oondition,  owing  to 
boundary  question  with  Virginia,  47; 
CoL  Lochry,  Lieut,  of,  109 ;  Colonel 
Brodhead,  Ac,  198,  250 ;  new  State 
proposed,  280 ;  Lieut  of,  290 ;  troopt 
sent  to — alarms  f^om  Indians,  408, 
766 ;  Letter  Representatives  of,  709. 

West  Point  in  danger,  339;  flour  for, 
349. 

Wharton,  Pros.  Thos.,  portrait  of,  Zt9, 

Wheat,  cheaper  than  flour,  363. 

Wiandots,  Indians,  159. 

Wilkinson,  James,  C.  Q.,  269. 

WUl,  Col.  William,  638. 

Willett,  Augustin,  305. 

Williams,  Benseller,  63. 

Wilson,  James,  on  cutting  masti  for 
French  fleet  on  Schuylkill,  541,  542. 

Wirti,  ChrisUan,  respecting  purchaao 
of  horses,  Ae.,  187,  192,  804,  310, 
328,   398,  574,  602,  653,  668. 

Witman,  Adam,  Taxes,  129,  264,  808 ; 
classinginhabitants  of  Berks  Co.,  742. 

Wyandot  Indians,  murders  by,  613. 

Wynkoop,  Henry,  557,  572. 

Wyoming,  letters  to  delegates  tnm  . 
Connecticut  respecting  lands.  111; 
Indians  take  prisoners,  157, 171, 189; 
Indians  A  tories,  528 ;  CoL  Z.  Butler, 
600,  601,  611,  683 ;  reasons  for  stop, 
ping  provisions  destined  fbr,  611, 
632,  6:^3,  682;  Indian  operations, 
692 ;  act  of  Congress  for  relief  of,. 
649,  657,  717. 


Y. 


York  oounty^malpractice  in  staff  de- 
partment, 141  ;  prisoners  escape  fh>ai 
gaol,  178;  volunteers  to  be  raised, 
413;  militia  of,  524;  claim  to  the 
<'Town  Land," 732;  recommendation 
respecting,  746;  British  conven- 
tion prisoners  to  be  removed  trov/t 
Maryland  and  Virginia  to,  753. 


Zeisberger,  David,  letter  respecting 
Indians,  159 ;  missionary,  211. 

Ziegler,  Capt  David,  59,  209. 

Zuber,  David,  recommended  for  a  par- 
don, 331. 
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